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I  ThESS.  v.  21,  22. 

Prom  all  things  :  hold f aft  that  which  is  good:  dbjlainfram  all 

appearance  of  eviL 

T>Y  the  extenlive  word,  a//,  the  apoflle  ia  this  place  evident^ 
\j  means  no  more,  than  all  things  which  may  be  right  cr 
wrong  in  point  of  confcience.  And  by  proving  them  he  means, 
not  that  we  fhould  try  them  both  by  experience,  which  would 
be  aa  abfurd  and  pernicious  diredion :  but  that  we  Ihould  exa- 
mine them  by  our  faculty  of  judgment,  which  is  a  wife  and 
ufeful  exhortation.  Accordingly,  Chriftianity  recommends  it- 
fclf  to  us  at  firft  fight  by  this  peculiar  prefumption  of  its  be- 
ing the  true  religion,  that  it  makes  application  to  men  as  rea- 
fonable  creatures,  and  claims  our  affent  on  account  of  the  proofs 
v?hich  it  ofiers.  By  thefe  alone  it  prevailed  originally :  on . 
thefe  it  ftill  relies  ;  and  requires  faith  for  the  principle  of  our 
obedience,  only  b^caufe  it  produces 'evidence  for  the  ground  of 
our  faith.  Now  fuch  an  inftitution  fureiy  is  intitled  to  receive 
the  fair  treatment  whict>  it  gives,  when  it  aiks  of  mankind  no 
more  than  this ;  that  tMey  Ihould  firft  confider  well  the  feveral 
obligations  they  are  under ;  then  adhere  to  whatever  they  find^ 
to^  be  enjoined  them  ;  and  laftly  avoid  whatever  they  conceive 
to  be  forbidden :  which  momentous  duties  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
explain  and  enforce  in  three  difcourfes  on  the  text. 

That  beings,  capable  of  thought,  are  obliged  to  think,  is  ve* 
ry  obvious  :  that  they  fliould  tHiwk  with  the  greateft  care  on  fub- 
jc^s  of  the  greateft  importance,  is  equally  fo :  and  the  quef- 
tion,  what  obligations  we  are  under^  is  plainly  of  the  utraoft 
importance.    For  our  behaviour,  and  confequently  pur  happi- 
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Defs^  depends  on  the  determination  of  it.     Therefore  we  are  jaft 
as  much  bound  to  conduft  our  underftanding  well,  as  our  tempers 
or  outward  aft  ions.  And  the  opportunities  given  us  of  (howing, 
either  diligence  in  procuring  information,  and  fairnefs  in  judg-  ' 
ing   upon  it,   or   the  contrary,  arc  trials,  which^  God  hath* 
appointed,  of  every  one^s  moral  cll|kra6ler ;  and  perhaps  the* 
chief  trials,  which  f  ome  have  to  go  through.    Every  inftance, 
greater  or  lefs,  of  wilfully  difregarding  truth,  inftead  of  feek- 
ing  and   embracing  it,  argues  a  proportionable  depravity  of 
heart ;  whether  the  diflike  be  manifcfted  in-  a  ftudious  oppcfition 
to  it,  or  an  indolent  fcorn  of  it. 

There  are  fome  who  openly  profefs  an  utter  contempt  of  all 
>  inquiry  \  defpife  fuch  as  are  folicitdus  either  about  belief  or 
pradice,  and  even  affe£l  a  thoughtleQhefs,  which  they  find  to 
be  grown  fafliionable.  Now  really,  if  this  be  an  accompliih* 
ment,  it  is  one,  that  whoever  will  may  eafily  be  mafter  of. 
But  furely  men  ought  to  think  fvrioufly  once  for  all,  before 
they  refolve  for  the  reft  of  their  days  to  think  no  more.  There 
are  ftrong  appearances,  that  many  things  of  great  confequence 
are  incumbent  on  us.  No  one  cfan  be  fure,  that  thefe  appear- 
ances are  fallacious,  tiU  he  hath  examined  into  them.  M any^ 
who  have,  are  fully  pcrfuadcd  of  their  truth.  And,  if  there  be 
fuch  things  in  theVoild  as  folly  and  guilt,  it  can  never  be  ei- 
ther wife  or  innocent  to  difdain  giving  ourfclves  any  trouble 
about  the  matter,  and  take  it  abfolutely  for  granted,  that  we 
may  live  as  we  will :  a  decifion  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  were  it 
made  on  feemingly  ever  fo  good  grounds,  it  would  be  very  fit 
to  review  them  well  from  time  to  tiqie,  for  fear  of  a  miflake 
that  mud  be  fatal. 

And  if  a  general  neglcft  of  confidering  our  conduft  be  cri- 
minal, a  negle£t  of  coufidering  any  part  of  it  muft,  in  its  de- 
gree, be  criminal  alfo.  Many  have  weighed  carefully,  and  ob- 
fcrve  confcientioufly,  fome  duties  of  life  ;  but  will  not  refWft 
a  moment,  whether  it  be  allowable  for  them  to  behave,  in  other 
points,  as  they  do.  And  yet,  if  ady  moral  obligation  deferves 
regard,  every  futh  obligation  deferves  it  equally.  And  when 
the  queftion  coincs  to  be,  what  is  indeed  fuch,  and  what  not, 
'  impartial  reafon,  well  di reded,  muft  be  judge  ;  not  inclination 
or  fancy  :  for  if  thefe  can  make  things  lawful,  nothing  will  be 
unlawful.  And  therefore,  inRead  of  ever  following  fuch  guides 
implicitly,  wc  fhould  always  have  the  greater  fufpicion  ^tbat 

we 
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we  «re  going  wrong,  the  more  vehementlj  they  prefs  us  to  go 
fiorwatd* 

Some  again  have  fearched,  and  obtained  fatisfiftdion,  thej 
fay,  concerning  every  article  of  morals ;  but  will  not  concern 
themfelves  about  religion.  Yet  furely  the  inquiry,  whether 
there  be  a. wife  and  jaft  ruler  of  this  nniverfe  or  not;  and  if 
there  be,  what  homage  he  fxpeds  fixim  us ;  ^d  what  we  have 
to  hope  or  fear  froiA  him,  according  as  we  pay  it,  or  refufe  it ; 
is  as  material  a  one,  as  ever  was  made.  And  on  what  pretence 
any  one  can  doubt  whether  it  be  worth  making,  and  reverently 
too,  it  is  impoifible  to  fay.  v 

Another  fort  declare,  that  they  have  a  fettled  conviAfon  of 
natnral  religion,  (would  God  they  would  aik  their  hearts,  what 
feelings  of  it  they  cultivate,  what  marks  of  it  they  (bow,)  but 
treat  revelation  at  the  fame  time,  as  totally  unworthy  of  being 
confidered.  Yet  that  our  heavenly  Father  can  give  us  very 
ufeful  information  bpth  of  what  we  did  not  know  before,  and 
of  what  we  could  not  know  elfe,  is  at  leaft  as  credible,  as  it  is 
certain  that  we  can  give  fuch  one  to  another.  And  that  he  may 
with  juftice  give  fome  men  greater  advantages  than  others  by 
fupematural  difcoveries,  is  no  lefs  clear  than  that  he  may  give 
them  facfa  advantages  by  their  natural  abilities  and  circumftao- 
CCS.  If  then  God  may  do  this  for  us,  it  is  a  moft  interefting 
qtieftion,  whether  he  hath  or  not ;  and  an  indtfpenfable  precept, 
which  the  words,  immediately  preceding  the  text,  exprefs  when 
joined  with  it.     Defpife  not  prppbecyings :  prq^^i^  things. 

But  there  is  yet  a  different  fet  of  perfons,  who  confefs,  that 
both  our  attention,  and  our  aflent,  are  due  to  Chridianity  in 
general,  but  who  are  againft  difcuiUng  any  of  its  dodrines  in 
particular.  Provided  men  know  but  enough  of  it,  to  keep  them 
well-behaved  and  quiet,  nothing  further,  they  conceive,  is  need- 
ful :  whatever  fentiments  about  fpeculative  points  happen  to 
prevail,  (hould  be  fupported,  and  no  difpiites  allowed  to  break 
in  upon  the  peace  of  the  world.  Now  it  is  very  true,  that  fo- 
ciety  {hould  not  be  diilurbed  by  contentions  about  opinions,  as 
it  hath  often  been. moll  dreadfully  :  nor  men  be  perplexed  a- 
bout  qtieftions  of  mere  curiofitj,  inftead  of  learning  better 
things  ;  nor  frightened,  or  eftran^ed  from  each  other  by  laying 
ftrefs  on  points  of  Tnere  nicety.  And  the  New  Teftament 
ftrongly  forbids  all  thefe  things.  But  ftill,  if  the  Chriftian  re^ 
ligion  be  from  heaven,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifTerenoe, 
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vrhat  its  real  dodrines  are :  nor  can  its  autbpr  have  given  us 
the  liberty  of  profeffing  others  in  their  ftead.  Some  of  them 
may  feem^  and  perhaps  maj  be,  though  that  doth  not  follow, 
of  fmall  confequence  to  the  purpofes  of  common  life :  but  if 
thej  convey  to  us  juft  notions  of  God,  and  of  thofe  relations 
of  ours  to  him,  which  are  never  the  lefs  real  for  not  being  dif- 
coverable  by  reafun^  if  they  in(lru£t  us  in  the  duties,  which 
thofe  relations  require,  and  form  us  to  that  ftate  of  mind,  which 
he  knows  to  be  requiiite  for  enjoying  the  bappinefs  of  another 
world,  be  their  connexion  with  this  world  ever  fo  little,  furely 
they  are  important  enough.  Some  of  them  alfo  have  doubts 
and  difficulties  attending  them  ;  as  even  the  dc&rines  of  natu- 
ral religion,  and  the  duties  of  morality  have :  but  thefe  were 
intended  to  furniih  us  with  opportunities  of  ihewing  upright- 
nefs  in  judging  where  we  are  qualified  to  judge  ;  and  humility 
in  fubmitting  our  Ihallow  imaginations  to  unfathomable  wif- 
dom,  where  we  are  not ;  the  exercife  of  which  virtues  here 
will  fit  us  for  a  plentiful  reward  hereafter.  And  would  men 
but  once  prevail  on  themfelves  to  exprels  their  thoughts  on 
controverted  fubjefts  with  decency  and  candour :  fociety,  in* 
fteai4  of  fufiering  by  debates,  would  receive  much  benefit. 
Chridianity  would  be  better  underftood ;  and  therefore  more 
juftly  eileemcd,  and  more  difcreetly  praftifed:  it  would  be 
built  on  firmer  foundations,  and  therefore  be  fecurer  againft  all 
aiTaulta. 

There  ftill  remains  a  larger  number  of  Chriflians,  I  mean 
the  advocates  of  the  church  of  Rome^  who  are  indeed  by  no 
means  indifferent  what  dodrines  arc  held,  but  vehemently  op- 
pofe  entering  into  any  difquifitions  about  them  ;  and  would 
have  us,  inftead  of  that,  fiift  look  out  for  an  infallible  guide, 
and  then  follow  him  blindfold.  But  they  have  never  been  able 
to  (how,  that  fuch  infallibility  exifts  amongft  men ;  or  even  to 
agree  with  each  other  determinately,  in  whom  they  fhould  place 
It.  And  the  fcripture,  far  from  dire&ing  us  to  examine  this 
one  claim,  and  after  that  never  to  examine  more,  direAs  us  in 
many  places,  but  particularly  in  the  text,  by  as  plain  words  as 
can  be  written,  to  prove ^  that  is,  examine,  a//  things.  But  were 
this  otherwife,  their  pretenfion  will  require  no  long  examina- 
tion :  for  it  is  in  vain  to  argue  that  fuch  or  fuch  men  cannot 
miilake,  ^hen  it  notorioufly  appears  in  &d,  that  they  have 
miftaken* 
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£ver7  artide,  therefore,  both  of  morals  and^religion,  may  %vA 
ought  to  b^  tried,  in  fuch  manner  as  can  be  reafonablj  expelled 
from  the  {^arts,  attainments  and  circumftances  of  each  perfon; 
and  concerning  this,  we  fliould  both  judge  modeftly  for  our« 
felves,  and  confnlt  others  with  deference.  For  attempting  to«> 
Auch  will  be  more  likely  to  miflead,  than  improve  us. 

But  then  the  more  genera)  and  important  this  duty  of  inquiry 
is,  the  more  care  muft  be  taken  to  perform  it  aright.  For  ma- 
ny pique  themfelves  on  a  moil  unbounded  zeal  for  freedom  of 
thought,  and  a  thorough  fearch  into  things,  who  yet  by  no 
means  defervc  the  charafter  which  they  aflume. 

Some  of  them  fancy  they  have  thought  very  freely  upon  re- 
ligion.    Now  this  is,  in  one  fenfe,  treating  it  freely  indeed,  but 
.  no  proof  of  thinking  upon  it  at  all.     For  mere  diCbelieving  ij 
no  more  an  evidence  of  having  examined,  than  mere  believing 
'  is.     However,  at  lead,  they  fay,  they  have  thrown  off  the  pre- 
judices, in  which  they  were  bred  up :  and  throwing  off  prejo** 
dices  muft  be  right.     But  then  they  are  many  of  them  for  ex« 
tirpating,  under  that  odious  name,  original  naturardifpofitions 
in  the  heart  of  man.     For  inilance  :  the  propeniity,  that  we  all 
experience  to  revere  an  invifible  power  j  the  efteem  that  we  all 
feel  of  juftice  and  truth,  of  mercy  and  gopdnefs,  of  honour  and 
decency  \  are  as  real  conftituents  of  our  inward  frame,  as  any 
paflien  or  appetite,  that  belongs  to  it.     Yet  thefe  principles^ 
which  direft  us  to  every  thing  that  is  good,  they  would  per- 
fuade  us  to  root  out  as  prejudices ;  while  they  plead  eameftly 
for  the  inclinations,  that  continually  prompt  us  to  vice,  as  dic- 
tates of  nature.     And  a  part  of  orur  nature  undoubtedly  they 
are  :  but  a  part  lamentably  difordered;  and  which,  in  its  belt 
eilate,  the  other  and  higher  was  evidently  dciigned  to  govern 
€ind  reftrain.     At  leaft,  to  fet  out  with  taking  the  contrary  for 
granted ;  and  condemn  things  at  once,   as  groundlcfs  prepoffef- 
lions,  which  have  fo  refpe&able  an  appearance  of  being  the 
primitive  guides  of  life,  is  by  no  means  inquiring  freely. 

Atiother  falfe  notion  concerning  prejudices,  though  at  firll 
(ighc  a  plauiible  one,  is,  that  we  ought  to  diveft  ourfelves  of 
all  defire^lo  find  religion  true,  before  we  go  about  to  judge  of 
it.  Now  it  is  impoflible,  that  a  perfon  t)f  a  worthy  mind 
fliould  do  fo.  He  may  indeed,  and  will  take  care,  not  to  be 
xn tiled  by  his  defire.  But  he  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  be  in- 
different concerning  a  point,  on  which  bis  own  eternal  happi* 
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vtb^  and  that  of  eveiy  good  man  upon  earth,  depends.  Nor  19 
this  the  only  cafe,  far  from  it,  in  which  we  are  bonod  to  wifit 
Ml  one  fide,  and  yet  determine  fairly  between  both.  In  judi« 
eial  proceedings,  a  benevolent  magiftrate  will  conftantly  wifli, 
that  whoever  is  accufed  before  him  may  prove  innocent :  not- 
withflanding  which,  he  will  try  his  caofe  with  the  moft  up- 
light  impartiality. 

But  if  this  degree  of  prepofieffion  in  favour  of  religion  be 
sight,  how  exceedingly  wrong  muft  prepofieffion  againft  it  be ! 
What  are  we  to  think  of  thofe,  and  what  have  they  caufe  to 
think  of  themfelvea,  who  can  take  pleafure  in  that  comfortlefs 
and  horrid  view  of  things,  which  infidelity  gives  ;  and  triumph 
m  believing,  that  there  is  no  reward  for  the  righteous^  no  God 
ihatjudgttb  the  earth  •  /  One  would  hope  they  do  not  fee  dit 
tin£tly,  and  yet  it  is  exceedingly  vifible,  what  malevolence  to 
human  kind  rejoicing  in  a  thought  of  this  nature  implies. 

Or  if  they  do  not  wiOi  againft  religion  in  general,  yet,  if  they 
wi(h  againft  the  Chriftian  religion,  they  are  enemies  to  a  doc*  * 
trine,  which  confirms  very  powerfully  all  the  great  truths  that 
reafon  teaches;  which  dears  up,  intirely  to  our  advantage^ 
many  tormenting  doubts,  that  reafon  leaves  us  involved  in  i 
end  which,  hbwever  it  may  have  been  perverted,  (as  every 
good  thing  in  the  world  hath)  undeniably  is  in  its  nature,  ati 
inftttution  the  moft  completely  fitted  to  make  men  happy  in 
themfelvea  and  one  another,  in  the  prefent  ftate  and  the  future, 
that  ever  was.  Did  we  then  fee  thofe,  who  prcfefs  themfelvea 
unfatisfied  about  its  evidence,  afraid  it  was  infufficient  \  griev- 
ed that  the  proofs  appeared*no  ftronger,  and  the  objedions  fo 
confiderable  ;  this  would  fliew  a  mind,  which  the  fcripture  calls 
Mohkff  not  Jar.  from  the  kingdom  of  God  t-  And  at  times, 
the  moft  of  them  affeft  to  feem  thus  difpofed  ;  and  will  aiTure 
fuch  as  prefs  them  upon  the  fubjed,  that,  of  all  things,  they 
wifli  they  could  but  be  fo  happy  as  to  believe.  But  why  then 
were  they  in  fuch  hafte  to  diftielieve,  and  moft  of  them  to  aft 
vioioufly  upon  their  difi>elief  ?  Why  wo.uld  they  not  hear  and 
confider  6rft?  Why  will  they  not  now  reconfider  the  fubjeft, 
and  acquaint  themfelvcs  with  the  defences  of  our  faith,  as  well 
as  the  attacks  made  upon  it  ?  Why  do  they  delight  in  making 
converts  of  all  that  they  can  ?  Why  are  they  fo  prone  to  ridi- 
cule, 
*  Ffalm  Uiii.  io«  f  Ads  xvii.  2.  \  Mark  xii.  34, 
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cnle,  or  calumniate  thofet  whom  thej  cannof ?  Such  fymptomft 
look  very  fofpicious  \  aad  fliould  induce  thofe,  who  are  coo- 
fcious  of  tUem,  to  put  the  ^ueftiou  home  to  themfelves,  whe- 
dier  this  great  good  will  to  religiou  be  really  the  teipper,  with 
which  they  have  erer  inquired  into  it,  or  do  now  inwardly 
think  of  it ;  or  whether  indeed  their  profeiGons  are  only  a 
fpecious  manner  of  talking,  occafionally  taken  up  to  ferve  a 
turn.  If  the  latter  be  the  cafe,  they  mud,  Jn  order  to  be  fair 
doubters,  guard  againft  another  fort  of  prejudices,  than  they 
iniaginedt  * 

Some-prejudices,  either  right  or  wrong,  will  take  hold  of  us 
very  foon.  And  therefore  it  is  fit,  that,  as  far  as  we  can,  we 
fliould  examine  the  foundation  of  our  early  opinions  \  but  with 
equity,  with  candour,  not  with  a  rcfolution  beforehand  to  find 
fault :  for  as  they  are  never  the  truer  for  our  being  educated 
in  them,  they  are  never  the  falfer  either.  But  indeed  the  eda« 
cation  of  many  hath  placed  them  fo  very  little  in  the  way, 
either  of  receiving  prejudices,  or  hearing  arguments  in  favour 
of  religion ;  that  they  have  need  to  begin  with  throwing  off 
prejudices  to  its  difadvantage ;  and  ihould  fufpeft  that  mudi 
more  may  be  faid  for  it,  than  the  little;  which  hath  come  .to 
their  knowledge.  It  is  probable,  that  they  might  have  fome 
imprei&ons  of  piety,  fuch  as  they  were,  made  upon  them  by 
the  fuperintendeats  of  their  childhood ;  and  it  is  polBble  chat 
fomething  may  haye  been  added  fince  to  tbefe  impreffions^  by 
their  attendance,  if  haply  they  have  been  fufiered  to  attend  on 
publick  inftru^on.  But  as  foon  as  they  begin  to  fee  a  little 
more  of  the  world,  and  obferve  what  ^afles  around  thern^ 
what  a  number  of  things  will  they  meet  wkh,  likely  to  give 
them  a  much  ftronger  bias  towards  infidelity,  than  the  forms 
of  a  common  education  have  given  them  towards  fiuth  !  They 
will  find  but  too  many  declared  unbelievers,  and  eveiv  teachers 
of  pnbelief :  very  many,  who,  if  they  do  r.ot  exp^efs^y  deny 
chriftianity,  fpeak  and  aft  as  if  they  ^efpifed  it ;  and  few,  in 
comparifon,  that  vouchfafe  it  a  ferioos  and  uniform  rejtard. 
The  abufes  of  religion  they  will  hear  moft  invidioufly  magni- 
fied ;  the  beneots  of  it  moft  artfully  and  malicioufly  deprecia- 
ted ;  the  public  wbrfliip  of  God  condemned,  as  idle  formality; 
the  private,  as  cnthufiaftic  folly ;  the  minifters  of  his  word  re- 
prefented  as  objefts  only  of  contempt  or  abhorrence :  And  the 
coafequence  hath  beeo»  that,  by  thinking  of  us  in  a  manner, 

which, 
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ivhtch,  with  all  our  faults,  God  forbid  we  (hould  deferve^ 
moltitudes  are  come  to  think  of  the  gofpel,  that  we  preach, 
in  a  manner,  which  they  certainly  ought  not,  did  we  de« 
ferve  ever  fo  ill.  When  prejudices  from  without,  like 
thefe,  are  added  to  the  vehement  ones  within,  which  vanity 
forgis  againft  every  thing  that  would  humble  it,  and  paffions 
«nd  appetites  againft  every  thing  that  would  reftrain  them  ;  it 
is  eafy  to  perceive,  where  the  danger  of  partiality  lies ;  and 
what  prepoiTeilions  the  company  they  have  kept,  the  books 
they  have  read,  the  lives  they  have  led,  make  necelTary  to  be 
baniihed  by  too  many,  if  they  would  become  fair  enquirers. 

Let  it  therefore  be  examined,  on  what  foundation  the  no- 
tions, that  we  have  learned,  of  religion  and  virtue  ftand.  But 
let  it  be  examined  alfo,  on  what  foundation  the  prevailing  na- 
tions, which  contradid.  religion  and  virtue  ftand.  For  to  lay 
it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  thefe  are  well  grounded,  and  difcard 
the  former  merely  on  that  prefumption,  is  monftrouffyunrea- 
fonable.  We  own  it  to  be  highly  proper,  that  men  {hould  aik 
themfelves,  why  they  believe :  but  it  is  equally  proper  for 
them  to  aflc,  why  they  difbelieve*  Undoubtedly  they  ftiould 
aot  be  bigots  and  zealots :  but  then  they  fiiould  not  be  fo  a- 
gainft  religion,  any  more  than  for  it.  Implicit  faith  is  wrong: 
but  implicit  infidelity  is  yet  more  fo.  And  whatever  fault . 
may  be  found  with  the  truft,  which  it  is  faid  the  godly  repofe 
in  thehr  fpiritual  guides  ;  it  is  full  as  poffible,  and  perhaps  in 
proportion  full  as  frequent,  for  the  ungodly  to  follow  one  ano- 
ther on  to  their  lives  end,  with  tWxt  eyes  clofe  (hut,  each  in 
the  moft  fervile  reliance  on  what  his  leader  tells  him ;  only 
with  the  ridiculous  addition  of  admiring  moft  immoderately, 
all  the  way,  their  own  wonderful  freedom  of  thought. 

By  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe,  men  fliould  prepare  their 
minds  for  beginning  to  inquire.  And  when  they  do  begin,  it 
is  an  important  rule,  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  drawing  conclufions, 
tfpccially  bold  ones.  Viewing  things  on  every  fide,  obferv- 
ing  how  far  confequences  reach,  and  proceeding  to  colled  and 
hear  evidence,  till  reafon  faith  there  needs  no  more,  is  grievous 
labour  to  iudolepce  and  impatience,  and  by  nS  means  anfwers 
the  ends  of  conceit  and  affeftation.  A  fhorter  way  therefore 
is  commonly  taken.  Some  obje&ion  of  minute  pbilofophy 
ftriket  their  thoi^ghts  unexpeAedly,  or  comes  recommended  to 
them  as  highly  /adhionable :  and  whether  a  folid  anfwer  can  be 
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I  given  to  it,  they  never  Afk.  Some  argument,  urged  in  favour 
of  religion,  proves  or  feems  to  be  a  weak  one :  and,  without 
more  ado,  they  infer,  that  the  x^tA  arenoftronger.  Somethings, 
which  have  been  generally  received,  they  ,find  or  apprehend 
arc  falfe  or  doubtful :  and  therefore  nothing,  they  imagine,  i» 
certain.  Some  text  of  fcripture,  poffibly  tranfcribed  or  tranf- 
lated  aniifs,  is  hard  to  defend,  or  to  reconcile  with  fome  other ; 
and  therefore  t\ity  (light  the  whole.  Some  doftrine,  which 
revelation  is  faid  to  teach,  appears  hard  to  underftand  or  admit, 
or  is  capable  of  a  ludicrous  turn  ;  and  therefore  immediately 
they  reject,  not  only  that,  but  others  not  in  the  lead  connedted 
with  it ;  throw  alide  at  once,  the  intire  fyftem ;  and,  it  may  be, 
plunge  headlong  into  vice.  Yet,  all  the  while,  revelation  per- 
haps doth  not  teach  this  do£krine,  and  they  are  offended  folelj 
at  a  phantom  of  their  own  drefling  up  ;  or  perhaps  teaches  it 
with  great  reafon,  for  any  thing  which  they  can  ever  prove 
to  the  contrary.  For  in  a  nature  fo  unfearch^ble  as  that  of 
Qod,  and  a  fcheAe  fo  vaft  as  that  of  his  univerfal  government, 
there  muft  be  many  things,  which  creatures  of  our  limited  fa- 
culties cannot  approach  towards  comprehending ;  and  merely 
for  want  of  comprehending,  may  fancy  to  be  full  of  incredi- 
bilities, which,  cduld  we  but  know  more,  or  would  we  but  re- 
member, that  we  know  fo  little,  would  inftantly  vanifli.  In 
matters,  therefore,  which  we  underftand  fo  very  imperfedly, 
to  fet  up  human  imagination  againll  divine  authority  \  to  rely 
on  crude  notions,  that  things  are  impoffible,  which  proper  tefti- 
mony  fliews  to  be  trye  in  fad! ;  or  that  God  cannot  be,  or  do, 
what,  by  his  own  declarations,  he  is,  and  hath  done,  betrays 
a  difpofition  widely  diftant  from  "the  modefty  which  becomes 
us.  '  \ 

BeGdes,  were  the  difficulties  which  attend  the  fyftem  of  re- 
ligion, more  confiderable  than  they  are  ;  yet  we  iCbould  take 
n«tice,  that  difficulties  attend  the  contrary  fyftem  alfo ;  and 
confiiler,  (itice  one  muft  be  true,  which  is  moft  likely  to  be  fo. 
If  there  be  objections  againft  a  creation  and  a  providence  ;  are 
there  not  greater  againft  fuppofing,  that  the  world  could  have 
cxiUcd  without  being  created,  or  continue  all  this  time  with- 
out a  providence  ?  If  there  be  fomewhat  fcarce  conceivable  in 
the  doctrine  of  a  future  life  and  judgement :  yet  upon  the 
whole,  which  of  the  two  is  moft  probable,  that  a  wife  and  good 
God  will  finally  rccompenfe  men  according  to  their  works,  or 

Vol.  II.  '  B  that 
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that  he  w31  not  ?  If  there  he  things  in  the  gofpel-revelation, 
for  which  it  is  hard  to  account,  it  is  fo  hard  to  account  for  anjr 
thing  upon  earth,  as  how  it  (hould  cotne  to  have  fuch  afloniih- 
ing  proofs,  internal  and. external,  of  heing  true,  if  it  be  reallj 
falfe  ?  They  who  think  the  creed  of  a  Chriftitn  fo  ftrange  and 
xnyflerious,  let  them  think  a  while,  what  the  creed  of  airin^ 
fidel  tnuft  be,  if  he  would  only  lay  afide  his  general  pretences 
of  impoflure  and  enthufiaftn,  and  credulity  and  bigotry,  wiiich 
thrown  out  at  random  will  difcredit  all  evidence  of  hiftory  a« 
like ;  and  anfwer  in  particular,  how,  on  his  own  hypothefis, 
he  accounts  for  all  the  feveral  notorious  fa£ls,  on  which  our 
religion  is  built.  I  am  perfuaded,  there  hath  never  appeared 
yet  amongft  men  fo  incomprehenfible  a  coUedion  of  tenets,  as 
this  would  produce.  Men  may  indeed  be  too  eafy  of  belief: 
but  it  is  jufl  as  great  a  weakncfs  to  be  too  full  of  fufpicion. 
Hcvcrence  for  antiquity  may  impofe  upon  us :  but  fondnefs  for 
novelty  may  do  the  fame  thing.  Undoubtedly  we  ihould  be  on 
the  watch  againd  pious  frauds  :  but  againft  Impious  ones  too. 
For  whatever  diflionefly  the  advocates  of  religion  have  beed 
cither  juftly  or  unjuftly  charged  with,  the  oppofers  of  it  have 
given  full  proof,  at  leaft  of  their  inclination  not  to  come  ihort 
of  them.  Whoever  therefore  would  proceed  in  the  right  path, 
muft  be  attentive  to  the  dangers  on  each  fide. 

Perhaps  this  mJiy  fcem  to  require  more  pains  than  mod  per- 
fona^re  capable  of-  But  of  an  upright  difpofition  every  one 
is  capable:  and  with  this,  common  abilities  and  leifure  will 
fuffice  to  judge  concerning  the  neceffary  points  of  faith  and 
praftice.  Few  indeed,  or  none,  can  judge  of  any  thing  with- 
out relying  in  fome  meafure  on  the  knowledge  and  veracity 
of  others.  Afid  what  mull  we  think  of  human  nat,ure,  or 
•what  will  become  of  human  focicty,  if  we  can  take  nothing  on 
each  other's  word?  We  Ihould  heat  ken  to  no  one  indeed  who 
afferts  plain  abfurdities.  And  we  fhould  always  judge  for  our- 
felves  as  far  as  we  can.  But  we  fliould  not  affeA'to  do  it  far- 
ther. Where  we  vifibly  want,  either  parts  or  learning,  or 
time  for  it,  as  we  frequently  do  in  worldly  affairs  of  great  mo- 
ment, no  lefs  than  in  religion,  we  are  both  allowed  and  obliged 
to  depend  on  others.  Only  we  muft  obferve  thefe-two  direc- 
tions :  that  we  firft  pay  a  due  refpeft  to  that  legal  authority, 
under  which  providence  hath  placed  us  :  and  then  chufe,  ac- 
cording to  the  bcft  of  our   underilandings,  the  worthieft  and 

wifcft- 
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wileft  and  mod  confiderate  perfons  to  be  our  condaftort.  For 
as  we  fliould  never  haililj  run  after  uncommiilioded  guides,  fo. 
above  all  things  we  ihould  beware  of  artful  or  felf-fufEcient, 
of  raih  and  impetuous  oaes  :  which  laft,  however  it  happens, 
man  are  peculiarly  apt  to  follow,  though  aloioft  fure  of  being 
led  bj  them,  not  only  wrong,  but  great  lei^gths  in  what  is 
wrong  :  whereas  there  are  no  .plainer  rules  of  behaviour  than 
thefe,  that  in  proportion  as  we  are  in  the  dark,  we  Iliauld  go 
OQ  gently ;  and  wherever  there  may  be  baiard,  keep  on  the 
iafer  iide. 

He  that  will  condudk  himfelf  tbus,  may  foon  make  large  ad* 
vances  in  religious  knowledge  :  and  wherever  he  Hops,  needs 
not  be  uneafy.  Though  the  arguments,  which  l^e  bach  for  his 
faitht  may  noe  be  the  itrongell :  yet  a  trecy  but  weakly  rooted, 
often  brings  forth  good  fruit :  and  if  it  doth,  will  never  be  hewn 
dowfit  and  cajl  into  the  fire .^  Though  he  may  be  igiiorant  of 
many  things,  and  doubt  er  even  err  concerning  many  others, 
ytt  they  may  be  of  fmoU  importance  ;  or,  though  of  great,  yet 
buying  ufed  a  competent  care  to  inform  himfelf,  he  will  obtain 
pardon.  We  cannot  indeed  fay  with  ei^adnelji,  how  much 
9f  their  time  and  pains  men  are  bound  to  fpend  upon  exami-^ 
DatioQ,  any  more  than  how  much  of  their  wealth  in  works  of 
charity,  and  die  lefs,  as  both  duties  vary  according  ito  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  every  individual.  But  let  each  confult  his  con- 
fcience,  with  a  ferious  defire  of  being  told  the  truth,  whether 
it  hath  been,  and  is  now  his  habitual  endeavour  to  determine 
and  to  aft  as  rightly  as  'he  can  :  and,  if  the  anfwer  be  clearly 
in  his  favour,  when  he  is  neither  difpofed  to  frighten  nor  flatter 
himfelf,  let  him  trufl  in  God,  and  he  at  peace.j-  For  iiJke  as  a 
father  pitietb  his  children^  fo  the   Lord  pitieth  th^m  that  fear 

bim.X 

Not  that,  after  all,  it  is  indifferent,  whether  we  fall  into  er* 

rors  concerning  religion,  or  efcape  them.  For  both  miftakes 
and  bare  ignorance,  where  they  are  accompanied  with  little 
or  no  guilt,  may  often  b^  followed  by  great  difadvantages. 
Wrong  notions  in  the  underlianding  may  produce  wrong  move- 
ments in  the  heart ;  which,  even  when  they,  will  not  bring 
down  upon  us  future  punilhment,  may  unfit  us  for  certain  de- 
grees of  future  reward.  And,  on  the  contrary,  a  larger  portion 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  therefore  of  heavenly  felicity,  may 

B  2  prove 
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prove  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  a  more  extenfivc  ac- 
quaintance with  gofpcl  truths.  So  that,  in  the  reafon  of  things, 
as  well  as  the  fure  foundation  of  divine  promifcs,  good  Chrifti- 
ans  are  intitled  to  expeft  thofe  diftinguiflied  glories  in  a  better 
world,  for  which,  others,  though,  in  proportion  to  their  talents, 
frulj  good,  maj  not  be  qualified. 

But  Hill  it  is  allowable  to  hope*,  and  to  rejoice  in  hoping, 
that  a  being  unfpeakablj  gracious  will  confer  fonoe  meafure  of 
happinefs  hereafter  on  all  the  fons  of  men,  who  have  not  made 
thenafelves  incapable  of  it ;  and  that  neither  involuntary  nor 
cxcu fable  mifapprehenfions  will  exclude  any  from  it.  If  in- 
deed, under  colour  of  reafoning  freely,  men  will  argue  falla- 
cioufly,  conclude  precipitablc,  and  behave  prefumpruoufly ; 
talk  and  do  what  they  pleafe  without  modefty  or  fear,' and 
fet  thcmfelves  up,  on  this  merit,  fon  the  only  affertors  of 
liberty,  when  in  truth  they  are  willing  flavcs  to  a  wicked 
mind  J  thefe,  of  all  men,  have  ffo  cloak  for  their  Jin'*.  But 
the  virtuous  and  humble  inquirer,  who  Audies  to  condu^ 
his  undcrflanding  with  impartial  care  firft,  and  his  life  with 
inOiTenfive  fincerity  afterwards,  yet  confcious  of  his  many 
failings,  begs  for  pardon  and  flrength  to  be  given  him  in  fuch 
manner  as  his  Maker  fees  fit,  may  fnre]y  comfort  himfeif  with 
pleafing  cxpcflations  of  acceptance  after  death.  As  many^  there* 
fore,  as  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  tbem^  and  mercy ^ 
find  upon  the  Ifraelof  God\. 


•  John  XT.  as.  t  Gal.  vi.  i4. 
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Firmness  in  the  Practice  of  Religion  and  Virtue. 


I   ThESS.  v.  21,  22. 

Prove  all  things  :  hold  fajl  that  which  is  good  ;  abjlain  from 

all  appearance  of  eviL 

I 
'T'HEfirft  duty  of  reafonable  creatures,  with  refpedl  to  re- 
Hgion.  is,  informing  fhemfelves,  as  fully  as  their  natural 
abilities,  their  improvements  in  knowledge,  and  their  conditions 
of  life  permit,  concerning  its  truth,  and  the  doctrines  itteaches. 
Multitudes  are  unable  to  proceed  far  in  this  inquiry :  df'the 
reft,  feme  totally  ncgleft  it,  fomc  carry  it  on  with  lefs  care 
and  integrity,  or  fewer  atdvantages,  than  others.  And  hence 
it  comes  to  pafs^  that  different  perfons  think  upon  the  fubjed 
in  very  different  manners :  and  even  the  fame  perfon,  in  pro- 
grefs  of  time,  very  differently  from  himfelf.  But  then  every 
Hate  of  mind,  that  men  can  be  in,  relative  to  thefe  matters, 
hath  its  proper  obligations  belonging  to  it:  and,  for  want  of  pay- 
ing due  regard  to  them,  they  whofe  opinions  are  right  may 
be  very  bad  in  their  practice ;  and  they  whofe  opinions  are 
wrong,  much  worfe,  than  even  their  own  notions,  by  any  jufl 
confequence,  allow  them  to  be.  Not  uncommonly  indeed  the 
goodncfs  of  mens  nature  prevails,  through  God*s  mercy,  m 
fome  points,  over  the  ill  tendency  of  their  principles ;  and 
makes  them  better  than  they  profefs  then:^elves.  But  much 
oftcner  they  run  into  fuch  behaviour,  as  muft  be  unwarrant- 
able, according  to  the  very  do&rines  which  they  have  embrac- 
ed. And  therefore  every  one  (hould  confider  well,  to  what  fcrt 
of  conduct  thefe  really  direft  him,  and  from  what  they  reftraia 
him.  Men  may  think,  they  could  not  help  being  of  the 
opinions  they  are :  but  if  they  take  ftill  greater  liberties,  than 
their  opinions  lead  them  to  j  inftead  of  fafpeding,  that  poffibly 

they 
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they  msj  lead  them  too  far :  this  they  muft  know  to  be  their 
own  fault  \  and,  while  they  indulge  it,  one  doth  not  fee,  what 
they  will  ftop  at :  whereas  keeping  carefully  within  the  bounds^ 
which  their  judgements  fets  them,  will  be  the  beft  excnfe  they 
can  have,  in  their  prefent  way  of  thinking  ;  and  the  likelieil 
means  of  difcerning  and  amending  the  errors  of  it. 

Having  therefore  laid  before  you,  in  the  firft  place,  the  duty 
of  proving  all  things^  and  the  general  difpolition  of  mind  with 
which  it  ihould  be  done  :  I  proceed  now  to  the  confequefiC 
duty  of  holding /aft  that  which  is  good^  and  abftaining  frwn  all 
appearance  of  evil.  And  as  the  appearances  of  good  and  evil 
m^ft  vary,  according  to  the  notions  which  are  efpoufed  about 
them  ;  it  will  be  ufeful  to  coniider  thefe  of  unbelievers,  as  weU 
as  believers:  for  which  purpofe,  there  muft  be  fome  extraor*' 
dinary  fuppofitions  made :  but  I  hope  the  truly  pious  will 
neither  think  them  ihocking,  nor  uCejJefs  ;  being  introduced  on- 
ly for  the  fake  of  fuggeftiug  to  them  fuch  things,  as  though 
they  want  not  for  themfelves,  or  for  others  like  them,  they 
may  perhaps  employ  to  good  effeA  for  convincing  or  filencing 
infidels  and  libertines,  when  cccaiion  requires ;  and  there  bath 
feldom  been  more  occafion,  than  at  prefent. 

To  begin  then  with  imagining  a  worfe  cafe,  than  perhaps  is 
pofllhle.  Were  any  one  perfuaded,  not  only  that  all  religioa 
is  gronndlefe,  but  that  virtue  a^d  vice,  right  and  wrong,  are 
mere  words  without  meaning :  yet  even  fuch  a  one,  if  he  did 
not  think  wifdom  and  folly,  pleafure  and  pain,  empty  founds 
too ;  would  have  fome  rule  of  condud,  fo  far  as  it  reached.  Still 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  fedous  confideration,  what  behaviour 
promifes  the  moft  happinefs,  opon  the  whole,  to  fuch  beings, 
placed  in  fuch  a  world,  as  we  are.  And  our  prefent  intereft 
here,  had  we  no  other  guide,  far  from  permitting  us  to  do  e- 
very  mad  thing,  that  paffion,  appetites  or  fancies,  prompt  us 
to,  would  direct  us,  in  a  great  meafuxe,  to  a  courfe  of  houefty^ 
friendlinefs  and  fobriety.  For  not  only  life  and  health,  and 
fafety  and  quiet :  of  which  no  other  method  can  poffibly  give 
us,  in  general,  near  fo  good  a  prcfped ;  are  of  much  too  high 
importance,  to  be  hazarded  wantonly :  but  reputation  alfo  is 
ft  matter  of  no  fmall  value  \  and  peace  within  of  greater  flill. 
Now  fuppofe  there  were  no  reafon  in  the  leaft  for  any  one 
to  feel  fatisfaAion  in  doing  good  natured  and  juft  things,  or  un- 
cafinels  from  the  rcfleftion  of  having  done  cruql  and  bafe  ones ; 
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yet,  as  in  ftStt  almoft ,  if  not  abfolutelj,  all  perfons  do  feel  both 
to  aim  at  the  fonner,  and  avoid  the  latter,  is,  without  regard  to 
principle,  a  diSate  of  common  prudence. 

Bat  farther,  whatever  fome  may  think  of  moral  obligation 
themfelves,   they  have  nianj  reafons  to  defire  that  the  world 
about  them  fliould  think  highly  of  it.      For  though  difcretion, 
abftraded  from  fenfe  of  duty,  might  reafonably,  in  moft  cafes, 
reftrain  thofe,  with  whom  we  are  concerned  from  ufing  us  ill ; 
yet  it  wiU  reftrain  them  but  in  few  inftances  ;  and  then  very 
imperfcaiy.     So  that  whoever  is  confiderate,  will  be  extreme- 
ly unwining  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  human  fociety  :   which 
he  will  find,  at  beft,  are  by  no  means  too  ftrong.     And  there- 
fore, Ihould  he  think  it  his  own  intereil  to  be  wicked ;  yet  if 
he  be  wife  he  will  never  attempt  to  make  one  fingle  perfon  like 
him,  befides  thofe  whom  he  abfolutely  needs   for  afibciates : 
and  even  of  fuch  be  will  beware :   for  h^  hath  taught  them  an 
evil  lejffbn  againft  himfelf^*   But  fpreading  his  opinions  farther, 
he  will  look  on  as  the  fiUieft  of  vanities  :   and  be  eameftly  de« 
firous,  that  others  &Quld  ad  upon  principle,  whatever  he  doth 
himfelf :  that  his  frieAds  fhoald  be  faith&l  and  affectionate^  his 
fervants  honeft  and  carefql,  his  children  dutiful  and  regular. 
And  they,  who,  in  the  fancied  fuperiori^  of  their  knowledge, 
teach  thofe  about  them,  or  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe,  to 
be  profligate ;  by  expreffing,  either  defignedly  ot  careleily,  a 
contempt  of  virtue ;  well  deferve  the  return,  t^ey  often  meet  . 
with,  for  fuch  inftruftions. 

Nay  indeed  every  prudent  man,  be  his  private  way.  of 
thinking  ever  fobad,  will  be  folicitous  to  perfcrve  in  the  worlds 
not  only  morals ;  but,  for  the  fake  of  morals,  what  is  the  main 
fupport  of  them,  religion  too :  and  that  religion,  which  is  the 
likelieft  to  fupport  them.  Though  he  conceive  it  to  be  falfe, 
fae  will  fefpe£t  it  as  beneficial,  were  he  to  imagine  this  or  that 
part  of  it  hurtful ;  he  would  ftill  moderate  this  zeal  againf^ 
them,  fo  as  not  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the  reft.  For  if 
believing  fome  things  may  do  harm  in  the  world,  believing 
others  may  do  good.  And  if  any  thing  whatever  can  do  much 
good,  and  no  harm  :  it  is  the  perfuafion,  that  we  live  continu- 
ally under  the  eye  of  an  infinitely  powerful  and  wife,  juft  and 
good  ruler ;  who  hathfent  us  a  perfon  of  inconceivable  dignity, 
on  purpofe  to  give  us  the  fnlleft  aflurance  of  his  rewarding  all, 

who 
•  Ecclnsi  ii.  1. 


i6  FumMefs  in  the  Stu.  XLlV. 

v^ho  (hall  repent  and  amend,  and  puniflijng  all  who  continue  ' 
in  wickcdnefis,  both  here  and  to  eternitj.  To  do  or  faj  what 
may  weaken  the  impreilions  of  fuch  a  do£lrine,  •  muft,  on  all 
iappofitions,  be  the  grofleft  folly.  And  yet  fome,-  who  have 
the  higheft  opinion  of  their  own  nnderftandings,  arc  perpetu- 
ally guilty  of  it :  and  feem  not  to  difccm,  how  impoffible  it  is» 
ttiat  the  world  ihould  never  be  influenced,  to  any  good  purpofe, 
by  what  the  daily  converfation  and  example  of  thofe,  who  are 
likely  to  be  reckoned  the  more  knowing  part  of  the  worlds  en« 
courage  the  reft  to  dcfpife. 

But  I  dwell  too  long  on  the  fuppofition  that  men  can  be  ftb* 
folutely  peifuadcd,  that  religion  and"  virtue  are  nothing.  For 
though  many  have  wiflied,  andfomcfaid  it,  when  the  wickedncls 
of  theirlives  hath  driven  them  to  that  refuge:  and  though  others 
may  have  been  led,  by  love  of  iingularity,  or  indignatiop  a- 
gainft  reigning  fuperllitions,  to  advance  the  fame  notion :  yet 
neither  their  numbers,  nor  their  abilities,  have  been  compara- 
tively at  all  confiderable  ;  and  beSdes,  few  of  them  appear  to 
1/ave  thoroughly  convinced  themfclves,  at  lead  for  any  time,  of 
what  they  affirmed  :  nor  is  their  pretence  of  ground  for  fuch 
conviftion  to  reft  on.     Doubts  indeed  may  be  raifed,  fuch  as 

.  »hey  are.  And  therefore  let  us  confider,  in  the  fecond  place, 
the  obligations  of  thofe,  who  are  doubtful  about  thefe  matters. 
Now  uncertainty,  as  it  implies  an  appreheiifion,  that  they  may 
not  be  true  \  implies  alfo  an  apprehenfion,  that  they  may.  And 
the  lowed  degree  of  likelihood,  the  very  pofiibility,  that  God 
is*  and  that  virtue  is  his  law,  fhould  in  all  reafon  have  a  power- 

.  ful  influence  on  the  minds  and  condu^l  of  men.  Perhaps  they 
flutluatc,  onlybecaufe  they  have  not  taken  due  pains  to  inform  , 
themfelvcs.  They  are  ignorant ;  not  religion  and  morals  de- 
flitute  of  pr^of ;  and  inflead  of  flighting,  they  fliould  iludy 
them.  Or  fuppofing,  after  fome  inquiry,  that  they  cannot  de- 
term  W:  this  happens  ia  many  cafes,  where  further  inquiry 
affords  full  evidence  ;  concerning  the  main  point  at  Icail,  if  not 
every  pnrticulir.  But  were  we  to  remain  ever  fo  much  at  a 
lofs  when  we  have  done  our  beft  :  not  knowing  things  to  be 
true,  !s  an  exceedingly  different  ftate  from  knowing  them  to 
be  falfe ;  how  apt  foever  we  are  to  confound  the  one  with  the 
other.  In  the  affairs  of  this  world,  men  may  be  quite  in  fuf- 
penoe  about  matters,  which  yet  arc  very  important  realities  ; 
OHd  it  may  be   of  the  utmoit  confequence  to  them,  whether, 
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danng  that  fufpentee,  they  ad  rightly  or  not :   naj,  whOe  it  is 
ever  fo  uncertain,  what  they  are  to  think ;  it  may  be  very 
clear  how  they  are  to  behave :   and,  by  following  or  tranC- 
greffing  that  rule,  they  may  as  truly  dcferve  well  or  ill,  as  by 
any  other  part  of  their  condud.     Why  then  may  not  the  cafe 
be  the   fame,   in  refpeft  to  thofe,  who  have  not  arrived  at  cer- 
tainty concerning  religious  and  moral  obligations  ?   why  may 
nit  fuch  doubts  be  one  part  of  the  trial  of  their  behaviour;  as 
well  as  other  perplexities  are  of  the  behaviour  of  other  perfons  ? 
Being  profane  and  vicious,  becaufe  they  do  not  fee  clearly, 
IS   determining,  ipftead  of  doubting :   and  determining  on  the 
fide,  that  is  not  only  prejudicial  to  all  around  them,  but  dan- 
gerous to  themfelves.     For  it  is  exceedingly  little,  were  all 
things  well  confidered,  that  we  can  almoft  ever  get  by  wicked- 
nefs :  but  what  we  may  fuffer  by  it,  is  infinite.     The  fruits  of 
it  in  tliis  life  are  ufually  found  very  bitter :  nor  i^  there  any 
diadow  of  proof,   but  another  may  fucceed  it.     And  if  (here 
fiiould,  innocence  here  cannot  pcfEbly  hurt  us  hereafter  :  but 
guilt  runs  a  double  rifque  ;  not  only  as  uneafy  refledions  na- 
turally follow  it,  but  as  farther  puniihment  may  be  juiUy  in- 
Ai£led  on  it.     The  flighted  fenife  of  duty,  that  we  can  experi- 
ence, Ihould  have  made  us  at  leaft  fufped,   that  fo  peculiar  a 
feeling  as  that,  is  not  to  Hand  for  nothing  in  our  compoiition. 
And  if  men  will  do,   what  they  are  told,  by  a  fecret  voice 
within,  they  ought  not ;  it  is  fit  they  fliould  take  the  confe- 
queuces,  in  the  next  world,  as  well  as  the  pafent.     For  it  is 
knowing   they  did  ill,  not  knowing  they  ihould  be  condemned 
ior  it,  that  makes  their  condemnation  juit.     And  though  acute 
and   fubtle  reafoners  may  eafily  build  up  a  fpecious  fyftem  of 
doubts   and   queftions,  yet  this   is  a  poor  defence  to  reft  the 
vs^hole  of  their  beings  upon :  efpecially  as  men  have  fo  irrefifl- 
ible  a  conviction,   that  right  and  wrong  are  notions  of  great 
qpnfequence,  when  their  own  rights  are  invaded;  that  they  can* 
hot  in  earned  think  them   idle   words,   or  matters  of  indiffer- 
ence, when  their  neighbours  are  concerned,  let  them  fay  what 
they  will. 

And  therefore  we  may  now  goon  to  a  third fuppofition  ;  that 
inen  acknowledge  the  obligation  Of  morals,  but  not  of  religion; 
and  let  U3  confider,  what  they  are  to  do.  They  almoft  uni- 
verfally  take  the  liberty  of  doing^  one  very  bold  and  wiong 
thing,  of  moft  extenfive  bad  effe^l.  They  model  their  notions 
Vol.  lU  C  afc. 


i8  Ftrmnefs  in  the  Sm.  XLHT* 

of  morals,  juil  according  to  their  own  fancy ;  and  reduce  them 
into  as  narrow  a  compafs,  as  they  think  convenient.  So  that, 
while  they  talk  very  fiighly  of  virtue,  they  praSife  little  or  no- 
thing of  it  i  or,  if  they  obferve  fome  duties  ftridly,  yet  others, 
though,  it  nr.ay  be,  fcgrce  of  lefs  momtnt,  but  lefs  agreeable 
lo  jthcm,  they  neither  regard,  nor  ackno'wledge,  but  hold  theca 
in  utter  contempt.  Tlius  one  part  of.  the  world  tranfgreflea 
the  rules  of  fobriety  and  challity  ;  another  lives  wholly  to  idld 
rnd  expenfive  amufttoents  ;  a  third  is  wickedly  felfiOi  or  ill- 
natured  in  private  aflF;|irs  ;  a  fourth  nnreafonably  vehement  in 
public  ones  5  and  yet  all  contrive  to  overlook  rheir  own  faults 
in  thefe  points,  and  admire  their  own  goodnefs  in  others : 
whereas  to  be  truly  good,  wtf  muft  be  fo  in  every  thing  alike* 
But  inclination  eafily  prevails  over  principle,  where  it  hath  not 
the  fandion  of  religion  to  flrengthen  it.  And  they,  who  pro- 
fefs  nothing  beyond  morals,  not  only  arc  deilitute  of  that  high- 
er aid  J  but,  though  their  lives  fully  fliow  how  much  they 
want  it,  very  commonly  afFe£t  a  fcorn  of  it,  no  way  to  be  ac* 
counted  for.  Suppofe  them  doubtful  even  about  natural  re- 
ligion 'i  they  muft  own,  that,  could  it  be  proved,  nothing  iu 
the  world  could  influence  men  to  virtue,  like  it. .  The  fear  of* 
puni&ment,  the  hope  of  reward,  from  the  King  and  Lord  of 
all,  the  confcioufnefs  of  living  continually  in  his  prefenee,  te-« 
verencc  of  his  perfeft  holinefs,  love  of  his  infinite  goodnefs,  re- 
liance on  his  infinite  wifdom  and  power,  are  evidently  the 
flrongeft  motives  to  right  behaviour  in  every  ftation,  that  can 
be  propofed*  They  muft  own  too,  that  the  moft  thoughtful 
and  able  men  in  all  ages,  have  held  thefe  motives  to  be  well 
grounded  ;  that  the  proofs  in  favour  of  them  bare  confiderable 
appearances  of  being  conclufive :  and,  had  they  none,  it  would 
furhiftk  no  caufe  of  triumph,  but  of  the  deepeft  concern  to  every 
lover  of  virtue.  Such  a  one  therefore,  however  uncertain, 
will  abhor  the  thought  of  treating  fo  beneficial,  fo  refpcdable  a 
doftrine  with  contempt  and  ridicule  :  a  ftiocking  manner,  which 
frivolous  and  wrong  minds  are  ftrangely  fond  of,  on  m^ny  un- 
fit rtccafions  :  and  indulging  it,  thoroughly  miflcads  them  from 
gii«^:  fcnfe  and  difcreet  conduft,  in  every  other  article  of  life^ 
r.s  \^A\  as  this.  On  the  contrary,  the  flighteft  apprehenfion, 
rbit  there  only  may  be  a'juft  Ruler  and  Judge  of  the  worlds 
Vblll  give  tveiy  well  difpofed  perfon  great  ferioufnefs  of  heart 
in  chinking  upon  thefe  fubje&S|  and  great  decency  in  peaking 
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of  them :  will  incline  hira  to  feek  for,  ancj  pay  regard  to,  anj 
degree  of  farther  evidence  concerning  them,  that  is  real,  though 
perhaps  it  falls  verj  fhort  of  what  he  could  wifli :  and  will 
engage  hinrt,  in^the  mean  time,  to  behave  with  all  the  caution, 
that  becomes  his  prefent  iituation.  For,  in  a  cafe  of  fach  im- 
portance, even  fmall  fufpicions  ought  to  lay  jus  under  no  fmail 
reftraiots.  Therefore  he  will  let  nothing  ever  efcape.him, 
which  may  induce  others  to  throw  off  what  he  only  doubts 
of:  he  will  never  folicit  them  to  tranfgrcfs  the  pvecept^  of  re- 
ligion, while  they  acknowledge  its  authority  ;  (things  palp- 
ably wicked,  and  yet  commonly  done :)  he  v^ill  much  more 
difconrage  a  groundlefs  negled,  than  a  groundlefs  belief  arid 
pra&ice  of  it:  and  he  will  think  himfelf  bound  to  a£t  thus, 
not  in  prudence  only,  as  even  men  of  no  principle  are,  but  in 
confcieQce  alfo. 

Thefe  then  are  the  duties  of  fuch,  if  any  fuch  there  be,  as 
admit  the  reality  of  virtue,  and  are  doubtful  concerning  any 
thing  farther.  But  indeed  the  generality  of  men  profcfs  to  go 
fo  much  farther,  as  to  believe  in  natural  religion,  whatever 
they  may  think  of  chriftianity.  Let  us  therefore  confider,  in 
the  fourth  place,  what  their  obligations  are.  And  we  ihall 
find  an  addition  of  very  confiierable  ones  incumbent  on  them, 
if  they  deferve  the  title  they  afTume,  that  of  deifts  :  in  whi<:h 
word,  according  to  its  original  import,  regard  to  the  Deity  is 
principally,  if  not  folcly,  exprefled.  But  not  with  (landing  this, 
it  hath  now  for  a  long  time  fignified  much  more  determinately 
that  men  do  not  believe  in  Chrift,  than  that  they  do  believe  in 
Ood.  At  leaft,  the  belief  of  fome,  who  would  take  it  exceed- 
ingly Mlo  be  called  by  a  worfe  name,  amounts  to  little  more, 
than  V-general  confufed  perfuafion  of  fome  fort  of  firft  caufe  ; 
probably  an  intelligent,  perhaps  a  beneficent  one  too  :  but  with 
fcarce  any  diftinft  conception  of  his  being  the  moral  Governor 
of  the  world ;  much  lefs  any  ferious  conviftion,  that  he  cxpe6^s 
from  us  a  temper  and  conduft  of  piety  and  virtue,  as  the  only 
<:ondition  and  means  of  our  obtaining  happinefs  and  avoiding 
mifery.  Now,  if  their  faith  comes  fliort  of  this,  they  may 
very  nearly  as  well  have  none  at  all :  and  if  it  comes  up  to 
this,  it  binds  them  indifpenfably  to  be  very  different  in  their 
praftice,  from  what  they  too  commonly  are  :  to  cultivate  in 
their  hearts  that  fea^r  and  love,  which  the  greatnefs  and  the 
.  ffoodneis  of  God  rec^uire :  to  pay  him  outwardly  that  homage. 
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and  worfcip,  which  o»ir  compound  ffamc  and  the  mtcrefts  c>f 
fooiety  call  for :  to  beg  of  him  both  light  to  decern  triith»  and 
ftrength  to  praSife  it :  to  make  diligent  asd   upright  inquiry, 
what  rules  he  hath  pointed  out  for  the  conduft  of  man  :  to  ob- 
fcrvc  them  all  with  the  ftrideft  care,  however   contrary  to 
favourite    inclinations;  and  tp    endeavour,  as   far   as     their 
influence  reaches,  that  others  ,alfo  may  feel  and  exprefs  the 
fame  deep  fenfe  of  what  they  owe  their  Maker.     Thefe  are 
evidtnt   duties  of  real  believers  in  him  ;    do   they  perfortn 
them  ?   They  talk  in  the  higheft  terms  of  the  fufficiency  of 
rcafon,    and   the   cleamefs  with   which  natural  light  teaches 
every  thing  needful :  Doth  it  teach  them  to  livefoherJyy  rightt'^ 
cvjly.  and  godly*  ?   It  is  but  too  eafy  for  them  to  excel,  in  this 
rcfpeS,  the  generality  of  fuch,  as  claim  the  title  qf  Chriftians, 
Why  will  they  not  take  fo  honourable  a  method  of  putting 
us,  and  our  profeflion,  out  of  countenance  ?   They   apprehend 
themfelves   perhaps   to  have  been  far  more  ftri^  anid  careful 
than  we,  in  forming  their  opinions  :  Why  will  they  not  mani- 
feft  a  proportionable  ftridoefs  in  regulating  their  praAice  too  ? 
That  would  be  a  powerful  evidence,    both  to  the  world  and 
their  own  hearts,  that  they  arc  fincere  in   their  pretenfions^ 
that  they  do  not  xc]t&.  the  dofbrines  of  the  gofpel,  merely  to. 
be  excufed  from  the  duties  of  it :    nor  difown  every  other  law 
of  life,  but  one  within  them,  that  they  may  be  tied  to  nothing, 
which  they  do  not  like^     It  would  be  uncharitable  indeed  to 
accufe  them  of  this,  without  proof:  but  they  would  do  well 
to  examine,   whether   they   arc   not  guilty  of  it.     For  it  is  a 
dangerous  temptation :  and  one  thing,  looks  pccuh'arly  fufpici* 
ous  in  many  of  them  ;  that  they  have  fo  little  or  no  zeal  for 
natural   religion,    and   fo   vehement  a   zeal    agaraft  revealed. 
Surely  every  one,  who  inwardly  honours  God,  muft  be  afieft- 
ed  quite  othcrwife :    and  think   both   his  confcicnce   and  his 
charader  concerned  in  (bowing  the  warmeft  attachment  to  the 
former,  and  the  mildeft  equity  in  relation  to  the  tatter.     If  he 
not  only  fufpcfied,  but  imagined  he  knew  the  fcripture-fchemc 
to   be   falfe,  ilill   he  muft  own  it   to  be  a  falfchood  with  the 
moft  amazing  quantity  of  truth   in  it,  that  ever  was  :  to  give 
men,  however  it  happens,  beyond  comparifon,  the  righteft  no- 
tions,  the  jufieft  precepts,  the  joyfuUeft  encouragement,  botjh 
in  piety  and  morals,  that  ever  fyftem  did : .  and   to  have  been 
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tht  Kght  of  the  world  *,  fo  far  as  appears,  from  the  rery  begin- 
ning of  it.  Our  only  knowledge  of  the  exigence  of  true  re-^ 
ligioh  in  the  earlieft  times,  is  from  the  difcov^eries  recorded  ia 
the  ttbte,  as  made  to  the  Patriarchs.  The  Jew](h  difpenfatioa 
^fterward^  was  for  many  ages  the  main  bulwark  of  faith  in  one 
Qody  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth  :  nor  probably  was  it 
from*  any  other  fource,  that  the  learned  heathens  derived  their 
chief  acquaintance  with  divine  truths,  after  tliat  they  had 
forgotten  the  primitive  tradition  of  them.  Then  laftlj,  the 
chriftian  revelation  overturned,  when  every  thing  clfe  had 
appeared  incapable  of  doing  it,  polytliehfm  and  idolatry,  im« 
moral  fupcrilition  and  profligate  vice,  wherever  it  was  preach- 
ed :  and  though  it  was  indeed  perverted  for  a  time  to  patro* 
nize,  in  fome  degree,  what  it  had  deftroyed  ;  yet,  by  the  na# 
tive  goodnofs  of  its  conftitution,  it  recovered  again  :  and  is  now 
profeficd  by  the  church,  of  which  we  are  members,  in  greater 
purity,  then  elfewhere  upon  earth,  infidels  themfelves  being 
judges.  If  therefore  they  have  in  truth  the  afFedion,  which 
they  cannot  deny  but  they  ought  to  have,  for  genuine,  moral, 
rational  piety,  they  muft  honour  this  inftitution,  as  an  infinite- 
ly beneficial  one ;  whether  they  confefs  it  to  be  from  heaven, 
or  not :  and,  before  they  even  wifli  it  djfrcgarded,  fliould  con- 
fider,  with  no  little  ferioufnefs,  what  effeas  muft  naturally 
follow.  Would  men  really  believe  the  being  and  providence 
of  Grod,  the  obligations  of  virtue,  and  recompenccs  of  another 
lifie,  the  more  firmly,  for  difbelieving  the  gofpel  ?  Would  they 
vnderftand  their  duty  the  better,  for  having  no  written  rule  of 
it  ?  Would  they  judge  about  it  the  more  impartially,  for  being 
left  to  make  it  out  by  their  own  fancies  ?  Would  they  think  of 
It  the  oftener^  for  never  being  inftruded  in  it  ?  Or  is  there  not 
the  ftrongeft  appearance,  that  as  from  chriftianity  all  the  true 
knowledge  of  religion  came,  which  even  the  enemies  of  chrifti- 
anity  have  to  boaft  of:  fo  with  it,  all  true  regard  to  religion 
would  be  loft  again  ?  We  have  been  making  in  the  prefent  age 
fome  trial  of  this :  and  the  effe&s,  in  private  life  and  public, 
liave  been  fuch,  that  it  is  very  hard  to  fav,  why  either  a  good 
or  a  wife  man  Ibould  ever  want  to  fee,  what  a  farther  trial 
would  end  in.  But,  at  leaft,  fuch  a  one  would  have  much 
more  concern  that  men  (hould  believe  and  pradife  what  reafon 
lad  nature  teach,  than  that  they  ihould  not  belieye  ai^d  pradife 
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what  revelation'  teaches.  And  even  if  he  coold  think  himfelf 
oblig<?(i  to  declare  againft  the  latter,  be  the  confequences  bad 
as  they  will,  for  the  fake  of  what  he  imagines  truth  ;  (which 
yet  unbelievers  are  not  apt  to  confider  as  a  point  of  fuch  indlf- 
penfable  obligation,  in  other  cafes  ;)  he  would  however  do  it 
in  a  fair,  and  honourable,  a  decent  manner  :  never  mifrcprefent^ 
through  defign  or  negligence,  the  doftrines,  the  evidence^  <5r  the 
teachers,  of  the  gofpel ;  never  ftiidy  to  ezpofe  them  to  the  hat- 
red of  men  by  invcaives,  or  to  their  contempt  by  ridicule  :  but 
inform  himfelf  about  them  with  care,  judge  of  them  with  can- 
dour, and  fpeak  of  them  \Vith  good  breeding  and  moderation. 
Widely  different  from  this,  is  the  conduft  of  our  adverfaries  ; 
who  take  all  methods  without  fcruple  to  engage  on  their  fide, 
therefentments  of  fomc,  the  avarice  of  others,  the  vanity  of  a  third 
fort,  the  fcnfuality  of  a  fourth  :  and  notwithftanding,  are  able,  it 
feems,  to  pafs  themfelvcs  upon  unwary  minds  for  great  lovers 
of  free  inquiry  ^  but,  with  a  little  attention,  hy  their  fruits  ye 
Jhall  ittow  them*.  Would  God  they  were  cool  and  fcrious  c- 
jiough  to  know  themfelves  ;  and  to  remember,  that  neither  doubt 
nor  difbelief  con  ever  escufe  malicp  or  diflioneily.  Could  they 
but  bring  their  hearts  into  fuch  a  difpofition,  their  objediona 
would  foon  diminifli,  and  our  anfwers  and  arguments  appear 
juft  and  conclufive.  To  be  fatisfied  of  this,  let  us  take  a  ifaort 
view  of  the  cafe  of  chriftianity. 

God  may  certainly  inform  men  of  moft  ufeful  things,  which 
they  did  not,  and  could  not,  clfc  know.  He  may  certainly  be- 
ftow  fuperior  advantages  on  fogae  ages  aiid  nations,  from  mc^ 
tiwes  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  yet  be  fufficiently  'gracious  to 
all.  He  may  fee  caufe  to  reveal  ibme  things  to  us  very  im- 
perfeftly,  and  yet  require  us  to  believe  what  he  hath  revealed, 
though  we  are  unable  to  comprehend  what  he  hath  nor.  He 
IP  ay  give  us  commands,  without  adding  the  reafons  of  them, 
which  yet  we  are  bound  to  obey :  for  we  ourftlves  do  the 
fame  thing.  He  may  appoint  various  forms  of  religion,  fuit- 
ed  to  various  places  and  times,  full  as  properly  as  men  appoint 
various  forms  of  government.  Farther  ft  ill,  he  might  as  juftly 
permit  us  to  become  what  we  are,  frail  and  mortal,  by  means  of 
our  firft  parents  tranfgreffion,  as  create  us  what  we  are,  inde« 
pendently  upon  it.  He  is  no  lefs  merciful  in  pardoning  our  ^s 
•n  account  of  the  willing  facri£cc,  which  he  hath  provided  for 
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nSf  than  if  he  had  pardoned  them  without  any  at  all.  He'  is  no 
Icfs  authorized  ta  demand  of  us  what  he  will  give  us  power  to 
perform  if  we  alk  it  aright,  than  what  we  had  power  to  perform 
oF  ourfelves.  And  he  can  as  eafily  form  our  bodies  anew,  fitted 
for  the  purpofcsof  a  better  life,  as  he  could  form  them  originally, 
fitted  for  the  purpofes  of  this.  If  fome  parts  of  his  word  ap- 
pear hard  t^i  be  underftood,  of  fn^all  ufe,  or  even  hurtful; 
many  parrs  of  his  works  appear  fo  too.  If  th«  revelation  which 
he  h^th  given  us,  hath  often  done  hanji  inflead  of  good  ;  the 
reafofi  and  the  alFeflions  which  he  hath  given  us,  have  done 
fo  likewifc,  Thefe  few  confide  rations,  (and  there  arc  many 
obvious  ones  bcfides,  of  the  fame  kind,)  would  remove  out  of 
every  honeft  mind  moft  of  the  prejudices  raifed  againll  the 
faith  of  chriftians  :  which  indeed,  for  the  greateil  part,  bear 
full  as  hard  againft  the  utiiverfal  providence  of  God,  even  a- 
gaind  thofe  proceedings  of  it,  which  we  daily  experiencai 

Then  ai  to  the  evidence  in  favour  of  our  religion:  what- 
ever difficulties  may  be  ftarted  concerning  particular  points  of* 
it,  taken  fingly ;  as  there  may,  in  the  fame  manner,  concern- 
ing any  evidence  in  the  world  ;  yet  lay  together,  in  one  view^ 
the  fcripture-narration  of  things  from  the  beginning ;  the  con- 
fiftency  and  connexion  of  the  fcheme,  though  carried  on  for 
fo  many  thoufands  of  years  ;  the  admirable  temper  and  cha- 
racter of  the  author  of  chriftianity  j  the  fublimity  and  reafon- 
ablcnefs  of  its  doctrines  j  the  purity  and  benevolence  of  its  pre- 
cepts ;  the  excellency  of  its  means  of  improvement  and  grace  ; 
the  eternal  and  true  felicity  of  its  rewards  ;  the  manifold  at- 
I  teilations  of  its  hiilory  and  miracles  j  the  wonderful  propaga-* 

r  tion  of  it  through  the  world,  and  its  primitive  influence  on  the 

fouls  and  lives  of  men ;  the  undeniable  completion  of  many 
of  its  prophecies,  and  the  evident  room  there  is  left  for  the 
fulfilling  of  the  reft :  all  thefe  notorious  fafts,  thus  united  and 
combined^  can  furely  never  fall  to  convince  every  impartial 
examiner,  that  the  fy ftcm,  they  fapport,  mud  be  from  God, 
and  that  the  fupreme  happlnefs  of  man  is  to  fhare  in  its  bltf- 
iings.  Now  »he  weakeft  degree  of  fuch  a  perfuafion,  far  from 
L  being  unworthy  of  regard,  becaufc  it  is  no  ftronger,  ought  in 

^t         all  juftice  to  produce  a  moil  inquifitive  attention  to  farther  proofs 
^  and,  in  the  mean  time,  a  confcientious  pradice  of  what  al- 

ready appears  credible.  For,  though  any  one's  belief  exceed 
his  doubts  but  a  little  ^  yet,  i£  it  doth  fo  at  all^  what  prevails 
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in  hitf  mind  ought  to  regulate  his  conduft  :  and^  aAiug  thu9, 
be  will  foon  experience  his  faith  to  increafe.  Setting  himfelf 
to  keep  the  commandnients,  will  fhow  him  clearly  his  want 
bf  the  mercies  acknowledged  in  the  creed  :  and  labouring  c6 
behave  fuitably  to  his  prefent  light,  will  intitle  him  to  that 
gracious  promife  of  more,  f^iven  by  our  blefled  Lord  :  If  any 
man  will  do  bis  ivillj  hejball  inow  of  the  do£irine^  whether  it  be 
^/God*.  .  ^ 

The  further  and  particular  obligations  of  thofe,  who  liavc 
acquired  thiii  knowleoge,  and  areeilablifiied  in  thegofpel-faithf 
mufl  be  the  fubjefl  pf  ahothei:  difcourfe.  But  the  general  di* 
re&Ion  for  fuch  as  are  weak  and  lefs  advanced,  is  undoubtedly 
that  of  the  apoftle :  Whereto  we  have  already  attained^  let  us 
nvali  by  the  fame  rule  ^  Ut  us  mind  the  fame  thing  j  and^  if  in  any 
thing  ye  be  otbernvjfe  mindedy  Gad  uHl  reveal  even  this  unto  yowfi 
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I  ThESS.  v.  21,  22. 

Prove  all  things  :  holdfajl  that  which  is  good:  ahjlainfrom  all 

appearance  of  eviL 

TN  difcouriing  on  thefe  words,  I  have  laid  before  you  the  dutj 
of  carefullj  confidering  our  obligations,  in  rcfpcA  of  piety  and 
jDorals  :  and  ading  fuitably  to  our  convidions,  on  thofe  heads. 
According  as  our  notions  of  either  vary,  whether  from  our 
different  means  of  knowledge,  or  different  uie  of  them,  it  muft 
be  expefted,  that  our  conducw  Ihould  vary  ^o.  And  yet  I 
hare  fhown  ybo^  that,  were  it  pofiible  for  men  to  dilbclieve 
the  authority  both  of  religion  and  virtue,  mere  prudence  and 
fclf-interell  would  put  them  under  confiderable  reftraints,  in 
relation  to  each :  that  whoever  only  doubts  concerning  them, 
admits  they  may  be  true ;  and  therefore  fhould  take  the  ac- 
knowledged fafer  fide:  that  any  degree  of  pcrfuafion,. in  favour 
of  virtue  only,  much  more  of  natural  religion  too,  fliould  ex- 
cite a  proportionably  ferJous  regard  to  it :  and  that  the  lowed 
apprehcnfion  of  the  truth  of  chriflianity,  (which,  I  hope  I 
proved  to  you,  though  briefly,  hath  the  cleareft  marks  of 
truth  upon  it)  greatly  ftrcngthens  every  other  tie  j  and  farther 
binds  men  to  inform  th^mfelves  fully  about  ir,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  ;  and  give  it  refpeftful  treatment  in  the  mean  time. 

If  then  even  thefe  perfons  are  to  behave  thus^  how  are  we 
to  behave  ?  The  doubter^  nay  the  inSdel,  as  oblidged  to  no 
fmall  care  of  bis  heart  and  life  >  what  is  the  believer  obliged 
to?  We  pride  ourfelves  on  being  fuch  :  pity  or  detcft  thofe 
who  are  not;  and  yet,  all  the  while,  chriftians  who  think  and 
aft  othcrwife  than  chriftians  ought,  may  deferve  full  as  ill,  per* 
hap9  much  worfe,  then  they :  indeed  may  be  one  chief  caufe, 
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tfiat  tbej  are  what  they  are.     Ijeaving  others  therefore  to  ihe 

Judge  of  all ;   let  us  at  prefent  think  of  ourfelves  :  coBfidcr, 
what  manner  of  perfons  our  holy  profeflion  requires  us  to  be  ; 
and  whether  we  fo  ebferve  its  rules,  that  we  onaj  juftlj  hope 
to  attain  its  end :  efcape  the  wrath  to  come*^  and  partake  ^f 
the  glo^ry  thatjball  be  revealed}.     Now  it  plainly  requires, 

I.  That  we  be  duly  affedted  by  the  peculiar  doftrincs  of 
phriftianity.     ^any  that  profefs  it,  and  are  perfuaded  of  its 
authority,  fcem  to  have  no  notion  almoft  of  its  value,  or  of 
any  great  regard  owii^g  to  it^     They  fay,  it  is  defighed  intire- 
ly  to  make  men  live  good  lives :  and  accordingly  if  they  do 
but  live  what  the  world  calls  a  good  life,  the  defign  is  anfwer- 
cd.     As  for  matters  of  mere  faith,  or  even  of  praftice  beyood 
4hi8,  they  conceive  there  is  little  need  of  being  concerned  a- 
bout  them  :  and  thus,  they  are  very  good  chriftians  in  their 
OWQ  opinions,  with  fcarce  any  thing  to  diflinguiib  them  ircoBCk 
good,  or  perhaps  ey^n  from  indifferent,  heathens.     In  this  er- 
ror, the  artful  enepoies  of  the  gofpel  ftudiouily  confirin  its  ia- 
pohfiderate  friends.     For  thus,  pretending  by  no  means  to  op- 
pofe  it,  but  only  to  re&ify  mens  notions  abput  it ;  and  making 
}oud  complaints,   if  they  are  Oifped^d  of  any  thing  worfe ; 
they  can  deftroy,  where  they  gain  credit,  the  whole  effeft  of 
what  it  adds  to  the  religion  pf  nature  :  and  induce  the  unwary 
to  imagine,  there  is  nothing  in  it  worth  pontending  for,  be- 
iidcs  thofe  praBicaU  focial^  and  rfal  duties^  as  they  are  pleafec}, 
by  way  of  diilindlion,  to  call  them,  v:hi(h  pur  reafon  andftU'^ 
Jes  prefcrihe  in  common  to  ue  ^11^   and  which  therefore  we 
learn  and  obferve  as.  well,  without  as  with  the  bible  ^    where 
they  lie  mixed  with  m^ny  other  things,  ufelefs,  if  not  hurtful ; 
and  are  either  mifreprefented  by  the  writers  themfelves,  or  ycry 
liable  to  be  miflaken  by  us.     But  indeed,  if  the  very  writers  of 
fcripture,  with  the  fpirit.of  God  to  aflift  them,  mifunderfiood 
the  do£trines  of  revelation  j  he  both  chofe  and  guided  them  ex- 
tremely ill  \    nor  have  we  any  poiTible  means  of  undcrflanding 
thofe  doflrines  now.      And  if  either  they  or  we  und^riland 
them  at  all ;    our   Maker  expefls  from  us  the  belief  of  many 
things  undifcoverable  by  reafou,  as  points  of  great  confequcnce 
to  our  eternal  well-being  ;    as  with  good  caufe  he  may.     The 
knowledge  of  our  fallen  eftate  Ihows   us  our  original   deflina- 
tion,  and  our  prefent  n%ed  of  help  from  above.     The  incarna- 
tion 
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tion  and  death  of  God^s  eternat  Son  could  not  be  appointed  by 
him  for  parpofes  of  ftnall  ic&portance  :  and  his  word  acquaints 
uSy  that  bleffings  of  the  iiighcft  importance  depend  on  .what  he 
hath  doice  and  furred  for  us  ;  on  his  atonement  and  media* 
tioo,  our  tide  to  pardoir  of  fin  :  on  the  grace  of  the  Holj  GhoA 
-v^hom  he  fent,  our  ability  of  performing  acceptable  obedience  ; 
cm  both,  our  refurreftion  fo  eternal  life  j  on  our  belief  of  thefe 
things,  our  intereft  in  them. ,  If  then  the  gofpel  be  true,  its 
peculiar  doftrines  are  of  the  utmoft  moment :'  and  the  duties 
grounded  on  them,  which  we  owe  to  God,  as  the  Father  of  our. 
Lord  Jefus  Ghrift  }  to  his  Son,  as  our  Redeemer ;  to  his  biefTed 
Spirit,  as  out  fandifier;  are  both  as  real,  and  as  weighty,  as 
any  poffible  can  be  j  fully  equal  in  their  obligation,  anid  fape-* 
^ior  in  their  rank,  to  the  moft  valuable  ones  of  human  fociety^ 
They  therefore  who  negleft  them,  kad  very  wickedi  inftcad  of 
good  lives }  and  they  who  edeem  theo^  lowly,  diihonotir  the 
«uth«r  of  them.  It  is  true^  reafon  cannot  proye  them  :  but  ic 
doth  not  cOntradift  them.  Tliey  are  taught  in  fcripture  only  : 
but  ihey  are  taught  there  by  the  aU/wife  God «  and  he  eannot 
have  left  ni  at  liberty  to  model  his  revelations  according  to  our 
own  fancies  f  admit  part,  and  rejea  part :  but  we  are  to  take 
the  whole  plan  of  our  fahration,  as  he  hath  delivered  it :  believe 
it  though  implicitly;  and  rcfpcd  it,  in  proportion  to  the  ftrtfs 
laid  upon  it  by  him,  who  muft  know*  This  will  naturally 
dffpofe  us, 

a.  To  perform  the  next  obligation  incumbeiit'  on  us  :  pay« 
iog  a  due  regard  to  the  peculiar  inftitntions  of  chriiiianityA 
Great  numbers  appear  to  have  fomehow  perfuad«d  themfelves, 
ihat  feveral  things,  which  they  muft  acknowledge  their  Makef 
hath  appointed,  as  the  ordinary  means  of  heavenly  grace  and 
fpiritual  impro\,:ement,  may  notwithfianding,  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  as  well,  be  let  alone.  Baptifm  indeed  *they  do  praclife : 
but  with  plain  marks  of  coniidering  it,  as  a  mere  empty  cere- 
mony 5  n<Jt,  as  our  Saviour  hath  declared  it*,  the  exprefs  and 
original  condirion  of  our  daim  to  all  the  meroics  of  the  gof* 
pel-covenant.  Laying  on  of  hands  in  confirmation,  after  pro- 
per  inilrudion  and  a  perfonal  engagement  to  live  pioufly  and 
virtuoufly,  though  evidently  a  very  aiTLding  and  ufeful  rite, 
and  reckoned,  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  amongft  the  princi'- 
plcj  of  the  doQrine  of  Chrijl\  \    is  yet  defired,  in  ptopoitioii, 
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hut  by  few.  Receiving  the  Holy  Eucharift,  though  a  duty  of 
'all  chriftians,  enjoined  by  our  Bleffed  Redeemer,  almofj  with  his 
dying  words,  and  declared  by  St.  Paul  to  be  the  communion  of 
his  body  and  blood* y  that  is,  a  pariicipation  of  the  benefits  of 
his  death  ;  is  yet,  I  fear,  entirely  omittedhy  moft,  praftifed  by 
inany  of  the  reft,  very  feldom ;  and  by  fome  from  very  im- 
proper motives  :  and  fuch  reafons  are  pleaded  for  the  negleft, 
as  have  either  no  weight  at  all,  or  equal  weight  againft  the 
hope  of  future  happinefs.  Praying  to  God  is  a  di&ate  of  na- 
tural as  well  as  revealed  religion.  And  yet  were  a  great  part 
of  you  here  prefent  queftioned,  how  conftantly  you  pjray  in 
private,  indeed  when  you  prayed  laft,  and  whether  you  are 
careful  to  do  it  wiih  attention  and  fcrloufnefs,  or  look  on  it  on- 
ly as  a  matter  of  courfe  ;  what  anfwer  muft  you  give  ?  And 
as  for  publick  worfixip :  how  many  are  there,  who  yet  call  - 
themfelves  Chriftians,'  that  hardly  ever  attend  it  ?  And  how  do 
many  others  think  and  fpeak  of  it  ?  Perhaps  as  matter  of  curi- 
oftty  and  amufement.  If  they  can  hope  for  an  entertaining 
difcourfe  after  i^  they  will  condefcend  to  come  and  do  homage  to 
him,  that  made  them,  or  feem  to  do  it :  otberwife  thejr  will 
not.  Or  perhaps  they  vouchfafe  to  attend  it  as  matter  of  de- 
cent example  and  propriety-  Accordingly,  in  fome  places 
they  always  go  .to  church  ;  in  others,  never  :  forgetting,  that 
the  latter  will  be  known,  and  will  influence,  full  as  much  as 
the  former.  Or  the  leaft  trifle  in  the  world  ftiall  determine 
them,  fometimes  the  one  way,  fometimes  the  other.  And  both 
doing  and  omitting  it  they  talk  of,  in  an  eafy,  gay  manner,  as 
a  thing  of  no  ccnfeqiience  at  all.  Nay,  too  often,  it  is  direft- 
ly  pivaded,  that  xS^^j  cm  fpend  their  time  as  well,  or  much 
better,  another  way :  for  they  know  beforehand  every  thing 
that  is  told  them  here.  Now,  not  to  enquire  particularly,  in 
what  better  things,  that  tbcy  could  not  find  leifure  for  elfe, 
thofe  perfons  actually  fpend  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  \tho  tell 
us  fo  frankly  they  can  :  poflibly  they  may,  fome  of  them,  a 
little  over- rate  their  knowledge:  at  leaft,  they  frequently 
feem  to  have  great  need  of  being  rcniinded,  if  not  taught :  and 
had  they  none,  another  and  higher  duty,  for  which  we  meet, 
is  prayer.  But  to  this,  and  all  other  aSs  of  devotion,  they 
objeft,  that  true  devotion  is  in  the  heart ;  and  outward  ftiow 
is  nothing  roateriah     Why,  fo  is  true  loyalty,  true  friendfliip, 
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every  true  virtue.  But  are  we  therefore  bound  to  give  no  ex- 
ternal demonftration  of  them  ?  At  that  rate,  what  would  thej 
be  worth,  and  how  long  would  they  lad  ?  God  indeed  doth 
oot  want  foch  demonftnuions :  but  we  want  them,  to  keep 
alive  our  fenfe  of  duty  to  him  :  the  world  around  us  •  wants 
them,  to  fpread  a  like  fenfe  amongft  others  ;  and,  were  the 
Benefits  of  his  inftitutions  much  lefs  evident  than  they  are ; 
ftill  they  are  his,  and  we  may  be  fure  he  hath  reafon  for  them. 
A  good  fubjefl  will  go  beyond,  rather  than  come  ibort  of^ 
what  the  laws  require,  in  paying  honour  to  his  prince.  A  pe- 
nitent, criminal  will  not  fail  to  fue  out  and  plead  his  pardon  in 
doe  form,  let  forms,  in  themfelves,  be  things  ever  fg  infignin- 
cant;  if  he  did,  purpofely  or  negligently,  he  would  well  de« 
ferve  to  forfeit  it*  Every  man  of  common  prudence,  on  whom 
or  his  family,  any  thing  valuable  is  bellowed  oh  certain  coa<*' 
ditions,  will  think  it  of  confequence,  to  qualify  himfelf,  or 
them,  according  to  thofe  conditions,  whether  he  fees  the  par* 
ticular  .ufe  of  them  or  not.  If  then  we  think  fuch  behaviour 
neceffary  in  all  temporal  concerns,  why  not  in  fpiritual  ?  God 
is  our  king,  and  hath  prefcribed  to  us  the  manner  of  doing  him 
homage.  He  is  our  judge,  and  hath  dire&ed  us  to  the  method 
of  efcapiog  puniihment.  He  is  our  gracious  benefa£lor,  and 
hath  notified  to  us  the  means  of  obtaining  his  favours.  Why 
(hall  any  one  thing,  thus  ordered  by  him,  and  therefore  undoubt- 
edly ordered  in  wifdom,  be  either  omitted,  or  obferved  with  con- 
tempt ?  Surely  this  is  by  no  means  the  fpirit,  whh  which  .fin. 
ncrs  ought  to  receive  a  tender  of  forgivenefs  ;  and  mortals,  of 
eternal  life.  The  epiille  to  the  Hebrews  dinefts  the  firll  chri- 
ftians,  even  in  the  midft  of  pcrfecution,  nottoforfake  the  qffem^ 
bling  of  themfelves  together^  which  comprehends  every  public 
office  of  religion ;  and  laments,  that  the  manner  offome  was  to 
do  othcrwifc*.  How  guilty  then  muft  they  be,  who  are  now  of 
this  number  ;  or  put  on  the  appearance  of  defpifing  the  ordi- 
nances  of  Chrift,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  ufe  ihetn ;  and, 
though  really,  to  fome  degree,  ferious  in  them,  are  afraid  of 
being  thought  fo  !  But  this  leads  me, 

3.  To  a  farther  obligation  we  are  under,  which  is  to  profefs 
our  regard,  both  for  the  doftrines  and;the  inftitutions  of  the 
gofpel,  openly  and  boldly,  on  all  fitoccafions.  It  is  a  rep  road), 
I  believe,  peculiar  to  the  chrifiians  of  this  age  and  nation,  that 
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msny  of  them  feeto  afliinied  6f  tlieir  chriftianity  :  v^btild  ftot 
perhaps  be  fa  id  to  have  thfo>^n  k  afide,  yet  would  by  fl<y 
means  be  imagined  much  in  earneft  about  k  :    and  ihercforo 
ftody^  if  poffible,  to  coneeal  their  way  of  thinking :    of^  Wheft 
they  aie  attacked  upon  it,  exctife  fhek  piety,  as  others  do  their 
vices,  with  a  fort  of  laughing  half  deference  ;  and  fhift  off  the 
fiibje£t,  as  well  and  as  foon.as  ihtj  can.      A  moil  aftoni&ing 
treatment  of  what  oar  eternal  happmefe  de{>end3  oft  :  efpecial* 
\j  when  our  Saviour  expfef;jly   requires  us  to  cortfefs  him  he-^ 
fare  men^  as  ever  we  expcS,  that  he  ilrouM  c^nftifs  ut  before 
his  Father^  which  is  in  heave^^.      It  is  not  meant  that  we 
Ihould  be  affeftedly  fotward  in  talking  of  odf  religion ;  bar 
whenever  we  are  called  to  do  fb,  uAaifededlj^  own  it,^  and  ftand 
hf  ic.  In  fueh  a  cafe,  diffimnlation,  or  even  referve»  is  a  metm- 
fpirited  defcfrtion  of  the  worthieft  caufe  in  the  wotld  :    and 
the  t^ords  of  the  holy  Jefus  on  anothef  occafion  are  jaftly 
applicable  to  this,  that  fo,  who  is  not  for  him^  u  againfl  himf. 
Whoever  is  unwilling  ta  be  taken  for  a  pious  and  good  man, 
ntiis  a  great  iitqna  of  foon  becoming  a  profane  and  bad  one. 
Open  profeilion  would  have  reftfained  him  from  doing  wrong, 
aficd  others  from  tempting  him  s    whereas    a  timorous  con- 
cealment expofes  him  both  ways.     At  leaft,  it  gives  the  irre- 
ligious a  pretence  for  faying  and  imagining,    cither  that   e- 
very  one   thinks   as  they  do,  or  that  no  one  can  defend  drink- 
ing otherw  ife :    and  deprives  tliofe,  who  are  better  difpofed, 
of  a  Very  animating  and  needful  fopport.     For  no  inticement 
to  negle^  our  duty   is  fo   dangerous,  as  the  appearance  of 
general  negleS  :  nor  Ay  perfeeutioft  fo  effedual,  as  that  of 
public  fcoro.       Therefore  we  ftould  combine  to  (helter  one 
another  from  it:    declare  frankly  afid.with  fpirit,  in  our  pri- 
vate converfation,  as  wtll  as  by  our  ^attendance  here,  what 
fide  we  are  of:  not  be  afraid  of  a  little,  pethaps  otily  feeming, 
contempt  from  tliofe,  who  are  the  jufted  objerfs  of  pity  thenw 
foves  ;  but  be  willing  to  ft/ fir  the  affli6iion  d/'fliame,  amongft 
others,  if  it  mvvft  be  fo,  wib  the  peopU  o^GodX  •      the  number 
of  whom  is  not  yet  become  fo  fmall,  or  fo  deftitute  of  able  ad- 
vocates, but  that.  Would  they  unite  for  that  end,   they  might 
abundantly  keep  each  other  in  countenance,  and  tlieir  advcr- 
(aries  \t%  awe«     We  have  every  poilible  reafon  to  be  zealous  in 
ottr  caufe.     Unbelievers  have  no  fingle  good  one  to  be    fo 
iA  cheks.     Yet  they  are  adive,  and  we  are  remifs :    and  what 
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yjij^  this  end  in,  unlefs  we  jchange  our  condnfi  ?    Bat  then  if 
we  AOf  there  is  a 

4th,  Mod  important  obligation  incumbent  on  ns,  that  cf 
tempering  our  zeal  with  mildaefs  and  charity.  We  ougKt  in- 
deed to  contend  earnefily  for  the  faith*  ^  whenever  it  is  oppofe4r 
bat  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it.  Cruel  '4aions,  opprobrioiis 
words,  inward  ill  will,  unjufl;  bad  opinion,  are  abfolutelj  for- 
bidden us,  even  towards  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel :  and  upon 
the  whole,  we  do  treat  thiem  with  a  moderation^  which  they 
are  far  from  imitating.  But  ftill  more  gentle  fbould  we  be  to 
fuch,  as  believe  chriftianity,  but  only  mifunderftand  it :  cfpe- 
cially  confidcring,  that  we  are  juft  as  liable  to  miftske,  as  they. 
And  it  IS  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  whilfl  one  part  o£ 
thofe,  who  profefs  our  religion,  are  fo  cool  about  its  general 
and  eflential  interefts ;  naoft  of  the  other  are  fo  immoderateljr 
warm  about  their  own  particular  fy  ft  ems  and  perfuafions.  Not 
only  the  maintainers  of  eftabliihed  opinions  are  ant  to  judge 
hardly  of  the  rigid  oppofers  of  them,  and  they  to  return  it : 
but  many,  of  greater  latitude,  cry  out  for  liberty  to  them- 
fclves,  though  they  enjoy  it  to  the  full,  with  a  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution  :  and  whilft'  they  claim  an  unbounded  allowance  for 
every  new  notion,  will  give  none  to  thofe,  who  retain  the  old ; 
but  throw  imputations  or  contempt  upon  them,  without  equity 
or  mercy.  What  can  be  the  confequence  of  this,  but  what  we 
experience :  that  the  bitter  things  which  we  fay  of  one  ano- 
ther, nnbelievers,  with  feemingly  good  reafon,  will  fay  after 
us :  and  when  we  have  taught  them  to  condemn  the  feveral 
forts  of  chriftians,  alid  efpecially  their  teachers,  as  the  worft  of 
men,  will,  by  a  very  plaufible  inference,  condemn  chriflianity, 
as  the  worft  of  rcligion$  ?  Howzcaloufly  foevcfr  therefore  con- 
tending parties  may  holdfafl  what  they  profefs  ;  yet,  violating 
the  moll  indifputable  duties  by  their  vehemence  for  difputablq 
do&rines,  they  provoke  great  numbers  to  (it  loofe  to  all  pro- 
feflion ;  and  do  incredible  harm  to  the  rdigion,  which  they 
would  ferve.  For,  let  us  try  what  methods  we  will,  nothing 
can  ever  fo  efFeftually  promote  true  faith,  as  joining  to  pradlife 
true  charity.  !But  however  unanimous  chriftians  may  be  fi^ 
other  refpefts,  they  will  neither  do  honour  to  the  gofpel,  nor 
receive  benefit  from  it,  unlefs  they  are  alfo  careful, 
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5.  To  be  feriouflj  and  uuiformlj  pious  and  virtuous.     Yet, 
mod  unhappily,  whatever  elfe  we  differ  in,  we  agree  but  too 
well  in  negkcling  this.     Multitudes,  call  themfelves  chriftians, 
who  fecm  never  to  have  thought  of  anj  care  of  their  condu£t  ; 
but  make  a  folemn  profedion  of  the  pureft  and  holiefl  religion^ 
tl^t  ever  was  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  throughout  their  live,  do 
cvery^  thing  that  thej  are  inclined  to,  and  nothing  elfe.     Others 
that  will  obferve  fome  reftraints,  would  find,  upon  a  fair  exa- 
mination, that  they  follow  their  paSions,  perhaps  in  as  many 
or  more  cafes,  than  their  principles  ;    or,  which  comes  to  the 
iame  thing,  accommodate  their  principles  to  fuit  their  paifions. 
And  even  they,  who  have  little  of  any  bad  inclination  to  lead 
chcm  wrong,  arc  very  frequently  led  almoft  as  wrong  by  indo- 
lent compliance  with  bad  cudom.      For  from  whence  is  it, 
that  the  generality  of  men  form  their  rule  of  behaviour  ?  Not 
from  fcripturc,  or  from  reafon  :  but  from  fafhion  and  common 
pra£tice :  whatever  they  find  people  of  tolerable  reputation  do^ 
that  they  do  likewife.     When  a  farther  ftep  of  wrons  indul- 
gence is  publicly  taken,  they  proceed  to  take  the  fame  ,  or,  it 
may  be,  one  fomewbat  le{s :    the  duties,  which  others  throw 
ftf  intirely ,  they  pradife  rarely,  and  with  indifference :  the 
liberties,  which  others  indulge  without  referve,  they  approach 
\  towards  with  hefitation  and  by  degrees  ;  but  as  the  world  goes 
on  from  bad  to  worfe,  they  go  on  too  ;  and  imagine  they  are  per- 
fectly fafc,  becauie  they  are  a  little  behind.     Now  men  fliould 
^ot  indeed  be  fuperftitiouily  fcrupulous :    but  they  ihould  be 
coofcientiouily  attentive  to  their  hearts  and  lives ;  ^xhA  reflet 
what  ought  to  be  done,  as  well  as  obferve  what  is  done*     The 
gofpel   forbids,   inftead   of  recommending,  conformity  to  tb^ 
vorld*;  by  no  means  with  an  intention,  chat  we  ihould  be' 
fingular  in  matters  of  indilTerence,  but  refolute  againft  com- 
pliances unlawful  or  dangerous.      Chriflians,  far  from   being 
permitted  to  follow  others  into  fin,  are  dcfigncd  to  lead  them 
into  piety  arid  virtue:    to  be  t/^e  Hgbt^   the  fait  of  the  eartb^:  " 
not  to  fct  an  example  of  ufelefs  rigour,   much  lefs  of  Unchari- 
table cenforioafnefs  ;    but  of  punctual  and  impartial  adherence 
to  every  rule,  which  God  hath   sippointed  by  reafon  or  fcrip- 
turc, and  faithful  endeavours  to  attain  the  great  end  of  his  ap- 
pointments :  for  without  that,  the  exa&efl  outward  regulari- 
ty is  empty  form.     Now  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  cbori^ 
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tjy  Mi  <f  ^  pure-  heart  and  of  a  good  confdenct,  and  of  faith 
mtfngnei^\  %  fincere  fpirit  of  love  and  reverence  towards  our 
Maker,  OUT  Redeetoer  and  SandJfier  ;  of  jufticc  and  goodnefs 
to  cur  fellow-i^reatBres,  of  reafonablenefs  and  moderation^  with 
Tcfpeft  to  tbe  advantages  and  fcnjoyments  of  the  prefent  life ; 
for  in  thefe  tbbga  confifts  oar  ficnefs  for  a  berter.  This  then 
is  the  real  temper  of  chrrftianity.  And  if  we  have  either  ne- 
ver felt  it,  or  {Hsrceive  ourfelves  declinin -•  and  deviating  from, 
it ;  our  hearts  gri^wing  food  of  -worldly  objefts,  and  finking' 
down  into  that  fupioe  disregard  to  God  and  our  duty,  and  a 
judgement  to  come,  which  is  undeniably  the  prevailing,  and 
likely  to  h^  tbe  fatal^  diiiemper  of  the  prefent  age :  our  cafe  and 
Dur  remedy  are  plainly  laid  down  in  that  awful  exhortation  to 
the  church  of  Sardis  :  I  inow  thy  iborks  ;  thai  thou  haft  a 
nmae  that  thou  tivefi^  and  art  dead,  &  watthful ;  andjireng^ 
tbtn  tbt  things  which  remain^  that  ore  ready  to  die, — Remein^ 
her^hov}  thou  hajl  received  and  heard ;  and  holdfqfl^  and  re^ 
pent,  Ifthaujhaii  not  watch^  I  wii/  come  on  thee  as  a  thief  z 
"and  thoujbak  not  inow  what  hour  I  nvill  come  upon  theef» 
But  then  co  do  this  efeftually,  we  muft  obey  the  whole  in- 
^undioQ  of  the  text :  and  not  only  holdfafi  that  which  is  evi- 
dently goodf  i>aty 

6,  and  laftly,  Ahfiainfrom  all  appearance  of  eviL  Tt  might 
he  tranflated,  from  every  kind  of  evil.  But  even  then,  the 
ienfe  would  be  much  the  fame.  For  though  doing  what  we 
know  to  be  wrong  is.  a  grofler  kind  df  wickednefs  :  yet  doing 
what  appears  to  us  wrong,  though  we  are  not  fare  of  it,  is  a 
xcal  kind :  and,  even  were  we  abfolutely  doubtful,  ftill,  if 
taking  one  courfe  may  be  afting  amifs,  and  taking  the  contrary 
cannot ;  the  general  rule  certainly  is,  to  lean  always  towards 
the  lecurer  fide :  for  why  fhould  we  run  into  danger  needlefd- 
ly  ?  And  yet  what  numbers  of  mift:rable  creatures  are  there, 
whom  the  obfervance  of  this  one  diredion  would  have  made 
happy  :  who  faw  the  fafe  path,  but  would  prefer  the  pleafing 
one;  exulted  in  it  for  a  while,  then  were  enfnared  of  a  fudden, 
-and  loft  perhaps  for  ever  I  Nor  is  it  plcafure  only,  but  inter- 
eft,  power,  vanity,  refentment,  every  thing  within  us  and  a- 
Tound  us,  in  its  turn,  that  may  endanger,  our  innocence,  by 
tempting  us  to  venture  upon  what  we  hope,  but  are*  not  fatis- 
^ed,  is  lawful.      Go  not  therefore  in  a  way^  wherein  tl^ou  may* 
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eft  fall :  be  not  confident  in  a  plain  way*.  Even  fuch  aftions, 
as  appear  to  us  very  allowable,  yet,  if  thej  appear  evil  to  o« 
thersy  it  is,  ordinarily  fpeaking,  both  our  prudence  and  our 
duty  to  abftain  from,  as  much  as,  with  tolerable  convenience^ 
.  we  can.  Whatever  indeed^  on  mature  confideration,  we  arc 
fully  perfuaded  we  ought  to  do,  that  we  muft  do,  let  the 
world  think  as  it  will.  But  where  we  apprehend  a  thing 
to  be  only  permitted  :  if  the  wife  will  difapprove  it,  or  the  in- 
judicious mifiiiterpret  it ;  if  the  good  will  be  afflided,  or  the 
bad  rejoice  at  it ;  if  rigid  and  warm  tempers  will  be  guilty 
of  cenfuring  us  for  it  raflily  ;  or  eafy  and  complying  ones  fol- 
low us  in  it,  againft  their  judgements  ;  if  our  taking  hannlefs 
liberties  will  encourage  others  to  take  (inful  ones  :  in  fliort,  if 
any  how,  by  doing  what  other  wife  we  might,  we  {hall  induce 
any  one  elfe  to  do  what  lie  ought  not :  the  great  law  of  chrif- 
tian  charity  requires,  that  no  man  put  a  fiumbling^blockj  or 
occafion  to/all^  in  his  brotbcr^s  way  ;  or  do  any  thing,  where- 
by he  is  grievedy  or  offended^  or  made  wealf.  Showing  this 
tender  care  neither  to  intice  nor  provoke  a  fmgle  perfon,  if  it 
can  be  avoided,  itito  fin  of  whatever  fort,  but  to  pleaje  our' 
neighbour /or  his  good,  to  edificationX%  is  a  precept,  1  believe, 
peculiar  to  the  gofpel :  or  at  leaft,  hath  fo  peculiar  a  ftreis  laid 
on  it  there,  as  to  diftinguifh  our  religion,  greatly  to  its  honour^ 
from  every  other  inflitution  of  life,  that  the  world  hath  known. 
After  fuch  an  addition  to  all  the  reft,  there  cannot  be  a 
completer  provifion  imagined,  by  rules  of  behaviour,  for  the 
virtue,  the  peace,  the  eternal  felicity  of  mankind.  And  thare- 
fore  nothing  remains,  but  what  muft  depend  on  ourfdves ; 
that,  having  the  beft  and  fulleft  direftions,  the  nobleft  pro- 
mifes,  the  moft  gracious  helps,  we  think  ferioufly,  while  it  i» 
time,  what  ufe  we  ought  to  make,  and  what  we  do  make,  of 
thefe  advantages-  The  word  of  God  will  fliow  us  the  firft : 
our  own  confcicnces,  if  hontflly  confulted,  will  tell  us  tlie 
latter.  Happy  are  they  in  the  higheft  degree,  who  can  ftand 
the  comparifon  of  the  two :  and  happy  they,  in  the  next  place, 
whom  a  deep  fcnfc,  that  at  prcfent  they  cannot,  excites  effec- 
tually to  earneft  luppllcations,  and  faithful  endeavours,  that 
they  foon  may.  I  conclude  therefore  with  the  words  follow- 
ing my  itxt.  The  very  God  of  teace  fanSify  you  wholly  ; 
and  I  pray  God  your  it  hole  fpirit^  and  foul  and  body  ^  bepre^' 
ferved  hlamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriftj. 

•  Ecclu<  xxxii.  2o,  It.  t  Row-  *»^-  IJ9  '^  •'• 
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The  Meanness  and  Falseness  or  the  Common  Excuses 
roR  Irreligion  and  Immo'ralitt. 


Luke  xii.  57. 
Tea^  and  why  even  of  yourfelves  judge  ye  not  what  is  right  ? 

'T'HE  duties,  which  God  hath  enjoined  us,  though  reafon^ 
able  and  beneficial  in  the  higheft  degree,  are  yet,  throughi 
the  depravity  of  human  nature,  and  the  prevalence  of  bad  cuf^ 
toois,  become  fo  unacceptable,  that  they  are  pradifed,  as  we 
muft  be  Jenfible,  but  imperfeftly  by  the  beft,  and  very  little 
by  the  largeft  part  of  the  world.  Yet  avowedly  to  negleft 
doing  what  they  ought,  is  too  fhocking  a  behaviour  to  fit  eafy 
upon  the  minds  of  men.  Some  plea  therefore  they  muft  find 
put,  either  to  juftify,  or  at  leaft  to  excufe,  their  manner  of  life. 
And  various  are,  and  ever  have  been,  the  excufes,  invented 
by  the  irreligious  and  immoral,  not  only  to  maintain  fome 
charafter  amongft  others,  but  chiefly  to  quiet  themfelves. 

Now  of  all  thefe,  one  of  the  beft,  if  it  were  a  true  one, 
would  be  that  of  ignorance :  not  knowing  that  fuch  and  fuch 
things  are  incumbent  on  us.  This  appears  to  be  a  cafe,  to 
which  not  only  compafiion  muft  have  regaixi,  but  which  even 
juftice  itfelf  muft  acquit  of  guilt.  And  therefore  it  is  no 
wonder,  if  many  flielter  themfelves  under  fo  favourable  a  pr&* 
tcnce. 

The  lower  part  of  mankind,  in  general,  on  almoft  every 
occafion,  alledge,  that  they  have  not  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation and  inftruftion  which  others  have :  that  they  are  not 
able,  perhaps  even  to  read  that  holy  book,  in  which  their  duty 
is  fct  forth ;  and  if  they  be,  yet  the  fame  quicknefs  to  under- 
ftand  it,  or  leifure  to  ftudy  it,  cannot  be  looked  for  from  them, 
.M  if  their  minds  kad  been  improved  by  rules  of  reafoning  and 
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judging,  and  their  time  at  their  own  difpofal.  ,A  great  deal 
thej  think  naay  be  required,  with  the  ucmoft  reafon,  from 
thofe  of  higher  rank :  but  from  fuch  as  thej  are,  little  or  no- 
thing, 
i  But,  befides  this  vulgar  fort,  there  is  alfo  a  learned  kind  of 
ignorance,  pleaded  bj  fome,  wbofe  freedom  of  inquiry  and 
fuperior  fagacitj  hath  given  them  caufie^  they  apprehend,  ta 
be  very  diffident  of  majiy  points,  that  others  are  firmly  pcr- 
fuaded  of.  And  therefore  they  argue,  that  though  it  vo^y  be  ^ 
the  duty  uf  common  people,  who,  .for  want  of  the  means  of 
knowledgt  or  of  abilities  to  ufe  them,  mull  believe  what  they 
are  taught ;  though  it  may  be  right  and  neceflary  for  themy 
in  confcquence  of  their  l^elief,  t*  praflife  virtue  and  piety  very 
confcientioufly :  yet  it  mnft  not  be  expcdled,  that  thofe  of 
greater  genius,  who  arc  more  enlightened,  and  perceive  many 
doubts  in  tbefe  matters,  ihould  put  themfelves  under  difagree- 
%ble  reftraints,  merely  on  account  of  uncertain  fpeculaiions ; 
%nd  conform  their  lives  to  the  rigid  precepts  of  chriftianity, 
when  they  are  really  not  well  fktii>fied  of  the  authority  of  it  j 
nor,  it  may  be,  even  of  natural  religion* 

Thus,  you  fee,  the  loweft  incapacity  and  the  higheft  felf- 
opinion  can  urge  in  effeft  the  fame  argument,  to  evade  what 
men  have  no  mind  to.  And  I  fliall  now  fiiow^  that  in  both  it  is 
inconclulive :  and  fully  confuted  by  our  Saviour's  home  quef- 
tion,  Ycat  ond  v^hy  even  of  yourf elves  judge  ye  not  tubal  if 
right  ? 

Thcfe  words  appear,  by  the  parallel  places  in  .the  other 
Evangel  ids,  to  have  been  originally  defigned  againft  thofe 
amongfl  the  Jtws^  who,  from  diflikc  of  the  flridnefs  of  our 
bit  fled  Lord's  morality,  pretended  ignorance  of  his  divine 
miffion,  after  he  had  given  abundant  pt  oofs  of  it;  when  yet^ 
without  any  fe  pa  rate- proofs  of  it  at  all,  the  main  things  which 
he  taught,  carried  their  own  evidence  along  with  them,  and 
everv  man's  heart  bore  witnefs  to  their  truth.  They  had  feea 
miracles  of  various  kinds,  performed  in  attcilation  uf  his  claim  : 
yet  flill  they  were  not  content  without  more,  and  thofe  of 
their  own  chufin^,  7 he  Pbarifees  came  fortb^  with  the  Sail- 
ducees  alfo^  ter:pting  him^  aud  fought  of  him  a  Jign  from  hea- 
ven^.  But  he,  with  no  lefc  digtiity  than  prudence,  refufcd  to 
gratify  a  curiofity,  both  iU-mcaning  and  endlefc  :  and  ^ghipg 
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itefHf  in^  bh  Jj^t^  as  St  Mori  infonns  us*,  at  this  pervcrCi 
difpofitioQ  of  theirs  ;  told  them,  wid»  a  kiad^  becaafe  DcedluU 
Severity  of  fpecch,  where  the  defed;  laj.  jf  wicked  and  admU 
$$rous  gemration  fiikith  e^ter  ajigm^  :  jour  finful  incliAatioaa 
and  Kves,  not  the  want  or  the  defire  of  fufitcient  eridcnce, 
prompt  joa  ta  this  demand :  and  verify  I  Jay.  unt^  yoaty.  there 
JhaU  he  n%  fign  given,  no  fiich  vHibie  naanifeftation  of  divine 
glory  as  you  infotendy  require*  yotich£ifed  to  tins  gewraiiont :  * 
Bor  15  it  Tcqai&te»  When  ye  fee  a  cloud  rife  out  of  the  v»efi^ 
Jiraitway  ye  fayi  there  eomeih  n  fbawer^  and  fa  it  is.  And 
Vihcn  ye  fee  thejomth  wind  blonn^  y^f^f  there  vsiU  be  heat  ^  and 
it  cametb  ta  fafs,  Te  hypocritei^  ye  can  difcern  the  face  of  the- 
fky  and  efthe  earth  :  hnt  haw  it  it  thai  ye  do  not  difcern  this 
timej  ?  That  k :  on  other  occasions  you  appear  very  ahte  ta 
jiidgt  of  tilings  hy  the  proper  indications  of  them*  How  ctm 
jou  llieiv  with  any  colour  of  iiacerity^  pretend^  that  amidft  fo 
many  prophecies  fiiifilled»  and  fo  nany  aairacles  performed, 
yoa  have  not,  after  aU,  faflictent  convi&ion^  that  this  is  the 
ieaibn  when  the  Mcffiah  flioold  appear,  and  that  I  am  he  > 
Nay,  as  to  the  piocipal  part  of  mj  dodrine^  whids  ta  the 
seal  canfie  of  yoor  antipathy  ta  the  whole  ^  as  to  the  gs^at 
precepts  of  pure  religion  and  uniform  vtrtoCf  and  your  need 
of  repentance  and  faith  in  God's  naercy  ;  what  occafion  is  there 
for  any  farther  demonftrations  of  them,  than  jour  own  hearts^ 
if  honeftly  eoafulted^  will  not  fail  to  afford  ?  Tea^  and  why  even 
of  yourfches  Jndge  ye  not  what  is  right  / 

Mow  this  method  of  reafoning  is  equally  applicable  to  un-> 
helievcrs  and  cavillers  in  all  ages.  It  is  in  vain  for  them,  to 
invent  new  difficulties,  or  magnify  old  ones,  concerning  the 
authority  of  oiir  religion  ;  while  the  reafon  of  things,  the  truth 
of  fdfts,  and  the  nature  of  God  and  man  continue  to  exhihit 
fo  full  proof  of  thofe  fundamental  articles  of  it,  the  eternal 
obligation  of  moral  duties,  the  finfulnefs  of*  every  one's  nature 
and  life,  the  necefllty  of  repentance,  and  bumble  application 
for  pardon  and  grace. .  And,  fince  the  true  quarrel  of  fuch 
perfons  is  againd  thefe  doftrioes,  and  thcfe  cannot  be  fiiaken  ; 
they  had  much  better  reconcile  themlelves  to  the  whole,  thaa 
make  fruitlefs  attacks  upon  on^  part  5  in  which  if  they  were 
to  fuccecd,  (as  they  never  will)  tbey  Would,  in  point  of  argu- 

menty 
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menty  be  almoft  as  far  from  their  favourite  fcheme»  of  liberty 
to  do  what  thej  pleafe,  and  think  highly  of  themfelves  not- 
withftanding,  as  thej  were  before.  Suppofe  there  are  fome 
dodrines  againil  which  they  can  find  more  objeftions,  than 
their  neighbours :  there  are  furelj  others,  of  which  thej  can 
difcem  more  clearly  the  certain  grounds.  If  not,  they  have 
employed  their  imagined  fuperior  faculties  to  very  ill  purpofe* 
Or^  were  they  to  doubt  of  ever  fp  many  points ;  yet,  if  they 
take  pains  for  it,  and  force  themfelves  to  doubt,  hunting  e- 
very  way  for  difficulties,  alldng  for  no  folntions,  and  tumiDg 
a  deaf  ear  to  them  when  offered ;  they  have  no  more  eoccufe 
fbr  any  part  of  their  confequent  wrong  behaviour,  than  if 
they  had  no  doubts  at  all.  For  the  whole  oftheir  cafeis:  they 
perplex  things  on  purpofe,  iu  order  to  complain. that  they  are 
not  dear  :  walk  with  their  eyes  wilfully  (hut,  and  then  infifi, 
that  they  cannot  be  blamed,  if  they  ftumble ;  for  it  is  quite 
dark,  and  they  do  not  fee  a  ftep  of  their  way. 

But  let  us  now  proceed  to  thofe,  who  acknowledge  them* 
ftlves,  as  many  of  the  former  would,  if  they  had  more  modefty, 
the  lefs  knowing  part  of  mankind.  Some  of  thefe  profefs  a 
fetond-hand  fort  of  fcepticifm :  built  not  fo  much  on  their  own 
judgement,  as  that  of  their  admired  leaders  juft  mentioned* 
But  fince  the  mafters  are  indefenfible,  their  implicit  difciples 
muft  be  yet  more  fo  For,  if  the  queftion  is  to  be  decided  by 
the  authority  of  men  of  letters  and  abilities,  the  grtateft  num- 
ber and  mod  eminent,  beyond  all  comparifon,  have  confefledly 
been  always  on  the  fide  of  religion :  even  excluding  the  clergy, 
as  interefled  in  the  cafe :  which,  however,  b  by  no  means 
thonght  a  fufficient  reafon,  in  other  profeffions,  why  men  of 
known  ikill  and  probity  fiiould  be  difregarded,  in  what  they 
unanimoufly  affirm,  after  careful  examination. 

But  the  generality  of  the  unlearned  confefs  the  obligation 
of  chriftianity  moft'readily ;  yet  daily  tranfgrefs  its  laws  :  and, 
when  they  are  charged  with  their  fault,  plead  ignorance,  as 
we  have  f«en,  amongfi  other  things,  efpecially  the  lower  part 
of  them,  to  excufe  their  difobedience  to  the  cleareft  revelation 
of  God's  will,  that  the  world  ever  knew ;  and  whofe  early 
diftinftion  it  was  that  the  poor  bad  the  go/pel  preached  to 
them*.  Why  then  may  we  not  fay  to  fnch,  as  our  Saviour 
faid  to  the  Jews  j  I'e  hypocrites^  ye  can  difcern  the  face  of  th§ 
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Jky  aitd  of  the  emrtb  !  You  can  judge  in  all  the  common  affairs 
of  life.  You  can  attain  to  a  competent  {kill,  many  times  to 
great  perfeftion^  in  your  feveral  employments,  and  trades : 
though  attended  with  many  difiBculties,  and  requiring  much 
application  and  dexterity.  You  can  forefee,  at  a  diftance,  what 
will  make  for  jour  worldly  intereft,  or  againft  it :  you  can  lay 
fchemes,  full  of  cunning  and  long  reach,  for  guarding  againi£ 
dangers,  retrieving  loiTes,  fecuring  and  improving  advantages. 
What  hinders  you  then  from  arriving  at  the  knowledge  of 
religion ;  which  confifts  in  things  much  eafier  tohe  underftood  i 
love  and  reverence  to  God,  juftice  and  goodnefs  to  your  fellow«> 
creatures,  reafonable  and  virtuous  government  of  yourfdves, 
humble  recourfe  to  the  divine  mercy  when  you  have  done  a^ 
mils,  and  faithful  ufe  of  the  divine  affiffance  to  amend  ?  If  you 
have  inftruQions  in  the  management  of  bufinefs,  and  the  wif« 
dom  of  this  world :  have  you  not  inftru&iou  alfo  in  the  pre* 
cepts  of  a  chriftian  life  ?  One  day  in  feven  of  your  time,  at 
leaft,  yon  are  not  only  allowed,  but  enjoined,  •  to  *fpend  princi^ 
pally  in  learning  and  thinking  of  your  duty.  The  word  of 
God  is  read  to  you,  if  you  are  not  able  to  read  it  yourfelves : 
it  is  explained  to  you,  if  it  be  not  already  plain  enough  :  and 
the  moft  important  parts  are  the  plaineft  of  all.  The  feversd 
articles  of  chriftian  faith  and  pra6tice  are  taught  you  in  your 
earlieft  childhood  ;  and  imprinted  on  your  memory  at  the  time, 
when  impreffions  are  moft  lafting.  They  are  afterwards  more 
diftindly  propofed  to  you  from  this  place,  week  after  week  9 
and  enforced  on  you  by  motives  no  le{s  powerful,  than  the 
love  of  eternal  happinefs  and  the  dread  of  eternal  mifery^ 
There  is  no  fin  you  pra&ife,  no  good  adlion  you  omit,  but  you 
are  publicly  warned,  at  one  time  or  another,  of  your  fault, 
and  the  danger  of  it  \  and  there  is  no  doubt  or  fcruple,  that 
can  difquiet  you,  concerning  any  branch  of  your  behaviour, 
but  you  may  open  your  cafe  often  to  your  more  learned  and 
more  prudent  neighbours,  always  to  the  minifters  of  God*a 
word,  and  receive  facisfadion  about  it.  What  poilible  room 
is  there  left  then  for  pleading  ignorance  of  your  Lord  and 
Mafter*s  will  ?  This  is  a  defcription  of  the  means  of  knowledge 
with  which  the  loweft  and  meaneft  among  believers  are  pro. 
vided.  And  even  to  thefe  may  be  applied,  though  not  in  an 
equal  degree,  yet  with  great  truth,  what  our  Saviour  declar- 
ed to  his  immediate  difciples;  Virily  I  fay  unto  youy  that  ^^ 
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many  prophets  and  righttous  men  have  ^dejirtd  Ufee  ihfffe  fbings 
yejee^  and  bteot  not  /ten  them  ;  and  to  bear  thofe  things  that 
tohich  nve  hear^  and  home  not  beard  them  :  but  hhjid  are  your 
tyeXyfor  tbeyjie^  and  your  ear s^  for  they  bear*.,  Igndrant  a«4 
luioivitig  are  cofnpanitiv^  terms :  and  men  ufmillj  coHipcrre 
'  titennfelvcs  with  thofe  that  are  next  them  only ;.  and  draw  falfe 
conclufions  from  doing  fo.  A  diriftian,  of  (mailer  opportuni* 
tics  &r  improrement  than  fooae  of  his  feilow-chrifiians,  thinks 
icTCry  thing  ought  to  be  forgiven  him  for  that  reafcn«  And 
yet,  in  reality^  not  only  the  admired  fages  of  heathen  ami- 
^ty,  bttt  the  patriarchs  that  were  favoured  *with  communica- 
tions  from  heaven,  the  prophets  and  pemnen  of  fcriptnre  Qn«  ^ 
der  the  Jewifli  difpcnfation,  nay  the  immediate  fere-tunner  of 
ottr  blefied  Lord  himfeff,  tvho  faw  him  and  converfed  with  him 
OB  earth,  had  lefs  means  of  acquaintance  with  the  doArines  of 
selifMfin,  than  tlie  poorcft  difciple  of  Chrift  now  nnay  have,  if 
he  will.  Ferily  I  fay  unto  yottj  among  thim  that  are  born  ff 
U'oman^  there  bath  not  rifen  a  greater  than  John  tht  Baptift$ 
motwuhfianding^  he  that  is  itajl  in  the  Ungdom  qfbtavemy  in  the 
go^I^ge,  is  greater  than  bef. 

But  it  may  he  imagined  perhaps,  tliat  the  benefits  of  re* 
ligiotm  infiruftion  are  partially  reprefiented,  and  fpoken  of 
fUHcIi  too  highly,  by  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  difpenfing 
them*  Why,  be  it  fo  then.  Let  ns  lay  afide  for  9  while  the 
confideiation  of  what  you  learn  here.  Year  Maker  hath  by 
no  means  trnfted  you  intirely  to  our  care :  .but  hath  appoint* 
«d  your  parents,  your  friends,  every  ferious  peribn  around  y4)U, 
£>r  your  inilrn6tors  too  :  nay,  to  co-operate  with  all  thefe,  he 
bath  placed  a  faithful  witnefs  and  monitor  of  his  truths  in  e- 
vtry  bread  ;  and  therefore  the  want  of  outward  helps  can 
never  jnRify  .traiifgrcfTors.  What  Mofet  faid  m  God^s  name 
to  the  Jews,  is  true  in  relation  to  all  men :  The  commandment 
nvhich  I  command  thee  this  day^  not  bidden  from  thee^  neither  is 
it  far  off.;  hut  the  vjord  is  very  nigh  unto  thee^  in  thy  mouth  and 
iu  shy  hearty  that  thou  maytft  do  itX,  And  what  Ifaiah  faid  of 
chiiftianity,  holds  in  proportion  of  natural  confciencc  :  yfn  high 
wayjba//  he  there  ;  and  itfball  he  called  the  way  of  holinefs  ; 
tbt  wayfaring  men^  though  fools  yfbaU  not  err  tberein\.    The 
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duties  of  mankind  are  not  fo  intricate  and  perplexed,  bqt 
that  a  good  heart,  without  a  very  frtgacious  head,  maj  cafily 
find  its  way  throagh  them.  For  the  cgniirmation  of  this,  let 
us  take  a  view  of  the  fundamental  parts  of  pradical  religion  ; 
thofe  which  men  are  mod  apt  to  fail  in  ;  and  fee  which  of 
them  all  any  one  can  fairly  fay  he  was  ignorant  of,  or  doubt- 
ful about,  and  had  not  the '  means  of  fufBcient  light  to  diteSt 
his  fteps. 

To  begin  with  the  belief  and  wordip  of  almighty  God. 
Is  not  every  man  capable  of  feeing,  let  him  be  ever  fo  little 
acquainted  with  nature,  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the 
order  of  the  feafons,  the  returns  of  day  and  night,  the  whole 
'  frame  of  things  in  general,  is  full  oJF  ufe  and  beauty  ;  and  muft 
be  the  work  of  ama^g  power,  wifdom  and  goodoefs  ?  Doth 
not  every  man  feel^  that  be  is  frail  and  dependent,  that  his  life 
and  being  is  not  owing  to  himfelf,  nor  confequently,  that  of 
his  parents  to  them,  and  therefore  they  all  proceed  from  a 
fuperior  caufe?  Doth  not  every  man  perceive,  th^t  he  njear- 
fully  and  wonderful/y  made*  ;  that  the  feveral  parts  of  his  com- 
pofition  are  exaftly  fitted  to  the  feveral  purpofes  of  life  ;  the 
eje  for  feeing,  the  car  for  hearing,  each  member  for  its  re- 
fpcftive  end  ?  And  his  inward  inclinations  and  affeftions  no 
lefs  fo,  than  his  outward  limbs }  Mud  not  every  man  be  fen-, 
fible,  that  the  fuppcxrts  and  conveniencies,  which  he  enjoys, 
are  not  fupplied  him  merely  by  his  own  care  j  but  chiefly  by 
the  providfnpe  of  another,  who  maketh  bis  fun  to  rife]-^  liis, 
wind  to  blowtt  his  rain  to  defcend^  his  earth  to  be  fruitful? 
Hath  not  every  man  heard  it  owned,  that  the  more  diligently 
any  one  part  of  nature  is  examintd,  the  fuller  proofs  it  affords, 
that  an  almighty,  allwife  and  gracious  being,  mud  be  the 
author  of  the  whole?  And  what  he  hath  made,  no  doubt  but 
he  governs  and  fuperintends.  This  is  the  plain  obvious  ac- 
count of  things,  that  one  fhould  think  mufl  almofi:  rfTor  itfelf 
of  courfe  to  every  common  mind,  without  any  learning  at  all ; 
and  the  deepeft  learning  gives  it  the  flrongefl  confirmation. 
Nor  15  it  fo  much  as  pretended,  that  any  account  hath  been  -^^t- 
tcmpted  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  or  any  thing  in  it,  different 
from  what  religion  aflTigns,  but  it  hath  been  either  palpably 
falfc  and  abfurd,  or  impenetrably  dark  and  unintelligible.  It 
being  then  fo  clear,  that' there  is  a  maker  and  preferver  of  all. 

Vol.  II.  F  infinitely 
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infinitelj  powerful,  wife  and  bounteoas^  what  can  be  more 
vifible  than  our  duty  ;  to  praife  him  for  his  mercies,  pray  Co 
]um  for  the  continuance  of  them,  place  our  happineis  in  his 
favour,  fear  liis  difpleafnre,  and  do  bis  will  ?  Surely  the  fBoll 
ignorant  among  us,  that  think,  at  all,  cannot  bat  find  all  tliis 
written  in  their  hearts :  nor  can  the  accuteft  and  mod  artful 
difpute  againft  it,  without  being  felf-condemned.  And  what 
then  l+ath  any  one  to  plead  for  himfelf,  .if  he  liyes  regardlefs 
of  him,  in  whom  be  Ihes^  and  moves^  and  bath  bis  being*  ; 
without  gratitude  to  his  bounty,  from  whom  all  he  hath,  or 
oan  hope  for,  comes  ;  without  obedience  to  his  commands, 
who  requires  nothing  of  us,  but  for  our  own  good^  without 
refignation  to  his  will,  who  is  rightful  Lord  of  the  univerfe, 
and  ufes  boundkfs  authority  utily  to  the  purpofe  of  infinite 
goodnefs  ?  furelj,  as  the  apodle  reafonsy^  fince  the  invifible 
things  of  God,  even  bis  eternal  power  a?id  Godbead^  are  clear^ 
ly  feen  from  the  creation  of  the  worlds  being  underfloodby  the 
things  tbitt  are  made ;  they  are  without  excufe^  wbo^  when 
they  know  God,  g^o''i/y  bin  not  as  God,  neither  are  tbani^ 
ful\. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  ilie  duties,  which  we  owe  to  our 
fellow-creatures.  The  fcnfc  of  thcie,  becaufe  they  ar«  of  more 
immediate  importance  to  the  good  of  fociety,  God  hath  im^ 
printed  with  greater  ltie:>gtli  on  our  minds,  than  even  that  of 
our  obligiuions  to  himlclf.  As  It  mull  be  the  will  of  him, 
who  is  fo  jult  and  gocd  to  us  ail,  that  we  fhould  be  juft  and 
good  to  one  another  ;  and  fiom  this  principle,  as  the  root,  c- 
very  branch  of  ri^lit  bcliavlour  fprings  :  fo  he  hath  planted  in 
our  heiirts  a  natural  love  of  equity,  a  natural  feeling  of  kind 
aifeAion  \  a  natural  confcience,  applauding  us  when  we  a£t  ac- 
cording to  iliefe  dir|>oGtious,  condemning  us  when  wc  violate 
them ;  and  feldom  do  we  defer vc  its  reproaches,  but  either  at 
the  time,  or  foon  afrcr,  we  undergo  them.  Confider  but  a  lit- 
tle more  particularly,  wliat  the  mutual  duties  of  men  are:  Ho- 
nefty  and  fairncfs  in  tlicir  tlcalings,  truth  in  their  words,  fricnd- 
lincfs  in  their  demeanor,  willtngnefs  to  forgive  offences,  rc- 
fpeftful  obedience  to  fupcriors,  ready  coi:defcenfion  to  inferiors, 
tender  love  to  near  relai  ons,  pity  and  relief  of  the  poor,  dili- 
gent care  to  be  ferviceable  to  mankind  in  our  proper  flation. 
Which  one  of  thcfc  obligations  (and  ail  the  reft  arc  like  them, 
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can  any  pretend  he  was  ignorant  of>  or  doubtful  about  ?  Who 
of  us  all  hath  ever  done  an  unjuft,  a  hard,  an  ill-natured,  a 
paffionate,  aa  nndutifui,  an  infolent,  action  ;  or  lived  an  idle, 
ufelcfs  life  J  and  can  truly  fay,  he  was  not  fenfijjle  that  he  did 
amifs  ?  We  all  know,  when  others  do  amifs  in  thefe  refpeds : 
and  therefore  we  are  vcrj  capable  of  knowing,  >vhen  we  do  fo 
ourfelves.  We  may  drown  the  voice  of  confcicnce  in  turbu- 
lent paiSons  and  vehenfient  purfults  of  profit  or  ploafurc ;  we 
may  coolly  and  deliberately  refufe  to  obey  it :  but  it  will 
fpeak,  and  from  time  to  time  will  be  heard.  And  therefor? 
it  is  not  Ignorance  or  doubt,  but  wickedncfs  of  heart  and  hold' 
ing  thM  truth  in  unrigbteoufnefs*^  fhat  makes  us  npglig"nt  of, 
and  injurious  to  each  other,  fo  often  as  we  are. 

The  third  part  of  our  duty  is  the  government  of  ourfelve?, 
according  to  the  rules  of  fobriety,  temperance  and  chaftiry. 
Now  who  doth  not  know,  that  the  obfervance  of  thefe  virtues 
is  right  and  fit :  that  the  violation  of  them  is  prejudicial  to  the 
rcafon,  the  health,  the  reputation,  the  fortunes,  the  families 
of  men,  and  introduces  riot  and  madnefs,  confufion  and  mif<^ry 
into  the  world?-  Who  doth  not  fee,  that  fuperiority  to  tlie 
cravings  of  appetite,  and  fcom  of  irregular  gratifications,  is  a 
worthy,  an  honourable  charafler :  and  that  excefs,  diflbluten^rrs 
and  debauchery  hath  fomething  low  and  fhameful  in  it:  and 
ftill  more  fo,  as,  by  habitual  indulgence,  men  come  to  be  Icfs 
alhamed  of  it  ?  Can  any  one  fay,  he  did  not  know,  that  glut- 
tony and  drunkenncfs  and  promifcuous  lewdncfs  were  lins  : 
but  thought  them  as  confillent  with  the  obligi^tions  of  a  ration- 
al nature,  the  good  order  of  fociety,  and  the  commands  of  his 
Maker,  as  moderation  and  felf-dcnifil  ?  Aud  if  no  man  is  cap- 
able of  miflaking  thus,  why  is  x\qi  the  judgement  cf  God  accord" 
ing  to  truths  againji  them  which  commit  fa  Jj  tlK/igsj  ? 

But  further  yet  :  Doth  not  every  man.  know  in  his  con- 
fcicnce,  that,  plain  as  his  duties  to  G'jd,  his  fellow-creatures 
and  himfelf,  are,  he  hath,  moie  or  Icfs  tranfgreflcd  them  all; 
that  he  hath  a  nature  continually  prone  to  tranfgrefTion  ;  that 
tht^refore  he  needs  both  pardon  for  what  is  paflt,  and  adiitance 
for  tlie  time  to  come;  and  that  he  c:tn  have  neither,  bnt 
thrnu<yh  God's  undeferved  niercv  ?  Or,  however  i'^norant  men 
left  to  rhcir  own  reafon  ipay  be  tl) rough  careh  ifMofs  and  wick- 
ediitfs,  a>  th<'y  were  indeed  amazingly  ignorant ;  or,  whatever 
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ddubts  thej  had,  after  finnmg,  concernibg  their  forgiveneifl 
and  acceptance,  as  they  could  not  help  having  great  doubts : 
yet  at  Icafl  mufl  not  every  profeffor  of  the  gofpel  be  fenfible, 
both  what  he  is  to  d3^  and  what  he  may  proniife  himfelf  on 
complying  with  the  terms  which  it  propofes :  and  that  thefe 
are,  rtpentance  towards  God^  faith  towards  our  Lord  ye/us 
Chrijl*^  and  humble  ufe  of  the  appointed  means  of  grace :  of 
attention  to  the  reading  and  preaching  of  Gdd*s  word,  eamtft 
prayer,  worthy  participation  of  the  holy  facrament  ?  And  how 
can  he  then  plead  ingnorance  hereafter,  if  he  refolves  now  to 
live  according  to  his  own  fancy,  and  to  (land  or  fall  by  his 
own  merits  :  and  haughtijy  defpifes,  or  indolently  neglefis, 
ap|>I)ing,«as  a  penitent  (inner  ought,  to  in(inite  goodnefa  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  (ince  moft  of  the  main  branches  of  our 
duty  are  thus  obvious  to  our  underQandlngs  of  tliemfelves  i 
and  all  of  them  are  conftantly  taught  us,  by  the  holy  fcripture, 
by  the  laws  of  our  country,  by  the  opinion  and  confent  of  the 
wildl  and  beft  T>f  mankind,  by  tlie  inftru£lions  of  perfons  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe ;  what  account  do  we  imagine  we 
(hall  pofliUy  be  able  to  give,  why  religion,  fo  eafily  appre- 
hended, is  fo  little  praftifed  by  us  ?  If  any  do  not  know  what  is 
commanded  i  it  muft  be,  becaufe  they  avoided  knowing  it :  if 
any  doubt  of  the  reality  of  the  command ;  the  reafon  is,  that 
they  deGre  to  doubt:  and  how  can  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
^ny  thing  is  excufable,  which  proceeds  from  a  difpofition  of 
miad  fo  grofbly  and  wilfully  wrong  ?  fuppofe  a  fervant  of  ours 
had  purpofcly  kept  out  of  the  way  of  receiving  our  orders,  or 
invented  perplexities  and  cavils  about  the  meaning  of  them, 
or  the  cert<iiriry  of  our  having  delivered  them,  becaufe  h«  had 
no  mind  to  obey  them:  would  that  juftify  him?  Should  we 
not  immediately  tcU  hihi,  that  what  he  eafily  might  and  clear- 
ly ought  to  Lave  known  and  underdood,  he  was  inexcufable, 
if  he  would  not  know  and  underftand  ?  And  what  muft  we 
thiak  of  cur  great  nulier  in  heaven,  if  we  try  to  impofe  on 
Mm  vi'uh  devicci  and  tricks,  that  will  not  pafs  amongft  our- 
fclvts? 

But  in  reality  men  have  not  this  excufe,  if  it  were  one. 
1  hey  do  know,  how  tliey  ought  to  behave  j  they  do  know 
th!»t  tiicy  oug\it  /o  live  Joherly^  right eoujly  and  godly y  in  tins 
worlds  Loiing  for\  the    recompences  of  another :    and  they 
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well  know  in  the  main,  what  particulars  this  obligatioo  com* 
prebends  ;  how  gricvoufly  they  have  fallen  fliort  of  them,  and 
what  need  thej  have  to  repent  and  humbly  beg  forgivenef« 
and  ftrength," through  him  who  hath  procured  us  a  title  to  both« 
Nor  can  they  pretend,  that  thefe  arc  trifling  matters  :  the  hap- 
pinefs  even  of  this  life  depends  on  them ;  or,  if  it  did  not,  the 
all-{eeing  God  hath  enjoined  them,  as  the  conditions  and  the 
means  of  happinefs  in  the  next ;  the  judge  of  the  whole  earth 
will  inquire  ftriAly  at  the  great  day  into  our  perlbrmance  of 
them;  and  there  can  be  no  goo4  account  given  him,  why  a 
pain  duty  was  omitted  or  tranfgreffed.  We  can  eafily  deceive 
purfelves :  we  can  make  fpecious  pleas  one  to  another  for  our 
failings ;  which  the  occafion  that  we  have  for  allowances  ia 
our  turn,  incline  us  often  to' look  upon  very  favourably  in  our 
neighbours.  But,  in  the  (ight  of  God,  fuppofing  a  thing  in- 
cumbent on  us,  and  fuppofing  it  eafily  known  to  be  fo;  what 
can  be  faid  to  the  purpofe,  why  we  did  not  perform  it  ?  *''  We 
were  poor  and  ignorant."  But  we  were  not,* or  we  needed  not 
to  have  been,  ignorant  in  this  particular.  "  We  were  fufpicious 
and  doubtfuL"  But  our  doubts  were  afTefted,  not  real^  or 
partial,  not  honeft  and  upright.  Or  if  we  doubted,  ever  fo 
.  fairly  about  fome  things;  why  did  not  we  dothofe,  of  which 
we  could  not  doubt  ?  And  even  for  the  reft,  why  did  we  not 
take  care,  that  ourpraAice  ibould  be  on  the  undoubtedly  fafer, 
that  is,  the  virtuous  and  religious,  fide  ?  But  we  had  flrpng 
inclinations,  that  prompted  us  to  the  courfe  we  took^  No 
wonder :  here  was  the  trial  of  our  virtue ;  it  was  our  bufipels 
to  have  refilled  them.  ••  But  human  virtue  is  not  fiifEcient  j" 
Therefore  we  ihould  have  applied  earneftly  for  divine  grace- 
"  But  we  were  furprifed  into  wrong  behaviour."  It  tvas 
our  bufinefs  to  be  watchful ;  and  at  lead  a  habit  and  a  life  of 
fin  cannot  happen  by  furprife.  In  fliort,  let  us  multiply  pre- 
tences as  long  as  we,  pleafe,  the  very  nature  of  duty  implies, 
that  it  ought  to  be  done. 

Still  there  are  fome,  efpecially  in  fonre  cJrcumftances,  who 
are  to  a  much  jtreater  degree  excufable  for  the  fins  they  are 
guilty  of,  than  others.  But  yet  all  excufe  is  not  a  juftificatiou : 
and  will  leaft  of  all  prove  fuch  to  thofe,  who,  inftead  of  en- 
deavouring to  sft  right,  fet  themfelves  to  contrive  reafons, 
i*hy  their  afting  wrong  fliould  be  difpenfed  with.  It  is  true, 
the*  very  bcft    have  their  faults :  and  faults  not  indulged  ihaU 
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be  forgiven  us,  if  we  are  trulj  forrj  for  them,  and  eameftljr 
applj  to  God's  mercj  through  Chrift  £»r  pardon^  and  care- 
fully watch  againft  the  return  of  them.  But  when  men  firft 
allow  themf«lves  to  iin,  then  ftand  on  their  own  defence ; 
and  particularlj,  if  thej  plead  ignorance  or  doubtfulne&  of 
what  they  have  fuch  abundant  means  of  knowing  and  being 
fure  of:  they  mud  not  hope,  that  this  condo6l,  if  they  perfe- 
vere  in  it,  can  efcape  final  condemnation. 

It  ought  however  to  be  acknowledged  after  all,  that  many 
have  comparatively  but  low  abilities,  and  fmall  opportunities 
for  knowledge:  and  that  to  fome,  whofe  anderftattdings  are 
not  weak,  but  perverfely  turned,  greater  opportunities  are  of 
fmall  ufe ;  for  what  enlightens  others,  only  dazzles  tbem. 
And  accordingly  our  Saviour  moft  equitably  conliders  thefe 
dtfadvantages ;  and  acquaints  us,  ten  verfes  before  the  text, 
that  the  fervant^  which  knew  his  LortPs  willj,  and  prepared 
not  himfelfy  neither  did  according,  to  bis  wiU^  Jball  he  beaten 
tvifb  many  gripes  :  hut  he  that  knew  notj  and  did  commit  things 
toorthf  ofjlripes,  Jlmll  he  beaten  'luith  fevo  Jlripes^ •  But  thefe 
words,  though  full  of  terror  to  the  great,  the  learned  and  the 
wife,  if  they  negleft^heir  duty  5  by  no  means  carry  in  them 
that  encouragement  to  the  poor,  the  illiterate  and  flow  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  which  poflibly  they  may  feem  to  do.  For  they 
chiefly  relate,  not  to  fuch  times  as  ours  ;  but  that  in  which 
they  were  fpokcn  :  when  the  Jews  had  great  light,  and  there- 
fore great  guilt  if  they  finned ;  but  the  Gentiles  were,  and  had 
been  long,  in  profound  darknefs  :  the  time  of  which  ignorance 
God  is  reprefented,  as  in  comparifon  winking  at  ;  but  «ow,  in 
the  gofpel  age,  lie  commands,  under  feverer  penalties,  ai/ Ynen 
every  iihere  to  repent ;  becaufc  he  hath  given  them  a  clearer 
knowledge  of  his  pleafure,  and  a  fuller  aj/v ranee  o{  his  judging 
the  world  in  righteouftiefsf.  And  yet  it  muft  be  obferved, 
«)ur  Saviour  did  net  apprehend  any  one  to  have  been  fo  ig- 
norant, even  tlien,  of  his  matter's  will,  as  to  efcape  being 
punifhcd  for  tranfj^refling  it  \  but  declares,  that  he  who  knew 
the  lead  of  it ;  he  ivho,  compared  with  others,  ine^tv  it  not  ; 
knew  enough  however  to  deferve  \y^\w^  beaten  with  flripes  ; 
though  fcuer,  than  ihcy  fliould  undergo,  who,  with  ftrong- 
cr  convi£lion  and  diflinder  perceptions  of  their  duty,  were  e- 
<ja:»Iiy  tranfgreflbrs  of  it.     And  how  feverc  even  the  mildeft 
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panifhtnents  of  a  wicked  life  maj  be,  God  forbid  we  (hould 
any  of  us  try.  For  whoever  fins  wilfully  in  hopes  of  fufFering 
bat  little  hereafter  \  for  chat  verj  reafon  will  be  made  to  ixiU 
fer  a  great  deal. 

The  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  is,  that  we  have  rea« 
fon  all  to  apply  to  ourfelves  the  prophet's  words  :  He  both 
Jbewn  thut  O  man^  what  is  good^  and  what  the  Lord  thy  God 
requireth  of  thee*.  And  though  it  ftill  be  true,  that  fome  ages 
of  the  world  have  been  dark,  and  others  blinded  with  falfe 
lights;  that  fome  men  naturally  fee  little,  and  others  are 
ftrangelj  given  to  fee  wrong  :  yet,  in  general,  the  duties  of  life 
are  level  to  the  capacities  of  all  men:  and  efpecially  among 
chriftians,  but  above  all,  chriftians  fo  peculiarly  blefled  with 
the  means  of  inftruftion,  as  we  of  this  nation  are,  no  one  can 
polSbly,  without  either  deliberate  obftinacy,  or  intolerable 
negligence,  continue  unacquainted  with  what  he  is  bound  to 
do :  or  the  recompence  he  is  to  expeft,  if  he  do  it  not.  Fw* 
this  u  the  condemnation  ;  that  light  is  come  into  the  worlds  and 
men  have  hved  darkmfi  rather  than  lights  hecaufe  their  deeds 
were  evilf* 
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2  Tim.  in.  4* 
■  I   Lovers  of  pUafures^  more  than  lovers  of  God. 

'T'llE  wife  and  gracious  ruler  of  the  world  hath  created  us 
to  obey  him,  and  from  that  obedience  to  receive  our  pro- 
per  (hare  of  happincfs.  He  hath  adapted  a  varietj  of  fatisfac* 
tions  to  the  various  parts  of  oar  frame  :  and  taught  us  bj  na- 
ture, but  more  diftindlj  by  his  word,  the  due  fubordinat ions  of 
each')  and  the  circumftances,  in  which  we  may  or  may  not  law- 
fully partake  of  them.  Some  of  thefe  are  capable  of  being 
ixaSly  fpecified  :  and  in  fuch  we  cannot  trangrefs,  without 
cither  acknowledging  our  guilt,  or  daring  to  deny  the  authori. 
ty  of  the  law.  Many  take  tlie  humbler  method,  of  the  two; 
and  yet  grow  little,  if  at  all,  better :  many  the  bolder,  and 
grow  continually  worfe.  Beth  are  frequently  admoniflied,  and 
may  be  left  at  prcfent  to  their  own  refleftions.  But  other 
cafes  admit  only  a  general  and  lefs  accurate  defcription;  which 
leaves  room  for  tUofc,  who  defire  it,  to  go  very  improper 
lengths,  and  Rill  imagine  they  are  within  bounds.  Thus,  in 
eating  and  drinking  \  to  ufe  the  good  creatures  of  God  with 
lifib'giit  is  certainly  allowable  :  and  therefore  too  many  fcC 
their  minds  to  a  ft  range  degree  on  the  pi*aAice  and  tlie  ftudy 
of  this  meancft  of  gratifications  ;  and  think  they  may  load  and 
itifiame  thc^mfelves  without  fcruple,  provided  they  ftop  but  at 
all  fhort  of  (liocking  intemperance.  Thus  again  what  we  com- 
monly call  amufements  are  in  their  nature  innocent.  God 
hAh  formed  us  for  pleafing  intercoufe,  and  put  mirth  in  our 
hearts  with  intent  that  we  fhould  exert *it.  The  fprightly  dif- 
pofilion  of  youth  calls  for  gladfome  activity  :    the  fatigues  of 
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buGaefs,  the  infinnities  of  old  age,  the  wearifomnefs  of  ill  health 
and  low  fpirits,  often  require  the-beft  relief,  that  chearfulnefs 
can  minifter.  And.  not  to  allow  that  our  Maker  confiders 
whereof  we  are  madefy  would  be  giving  an  idea  of  religion 
both  unacniable  and  falfe.  But  then,  juil  how  far  each  of  us 
may  lawfully  carry  our  indulgence,  cannot  be  minutely  points 
ed  out.  Aud  therefore,  inftead  of  being  contented  to  fpeak 
and  think  mildly  of  others,  which  would  be  a  right  ufe  of 
this  uncertainty  i  we  are  apt  to  be  negligent  of  retraining  our« 
felves ;  which  is  a  very  wrong  one.  For.  there  arc  number- 
lefs  things,  in  which  limits  cannot  be  fixed  precifely,  and  yet 
coniiderable  excefTes  are  deflrudive.  Novf  in  all  thefe,  our 
ignorance  ought  to  teach  us .  a  reafonable,  though  not  fcrupu- 
lous,  oaution ;  but  efpecially  in  matters  of  gay  entertainment ; 
becaufe  the  prefent  age  hath  conftfTedly  a  peculiar  turn  that 
way.  Whether  the  preceding  ones  had  not  other  faults  as  bad 
is  out  of  the  queftion  :  our  concern  is  to  watch  againft  our 
own  :  for  which  purpofe  the  text  affords  us  a  moft  equitable 
and  comprehenfive  and  trying  dire£lion  ;  that  we  are  not  to 
iove  pUafures  more  than  God  .•  meaning,  than  our  duty  to  him* 
For,  this  is  the  hve  of  God^  that  we  keep  his  commandments\* 
Now  he  l^ath  enjoined  us  very  important  duties  :  of  impro\;« 
ing  ourfelves  in  every  thing  worthy,  and  bdng  ferviceaUe  to 
our  fellow-creatures.  What  influence  then  upon  thefe  will 
our  amufements,  as  we  conduft  them,  have  ? 

The  more  fteadily  we  apply,  without  impairing  our  healths 
or  faculties  by  it,  to  affairs  of  real  ufe,  the  propcrer  part  we 
aft  in  life.  Do  then  indeed  our  ferious  occupations  wear  us 
down  fo,  that  we  need  all  the  time,. which  we  take,  to  recruit 
ourfelves  ?  Or  do  we  only,  when  we  are  tired  of  one  trifle, 
run  to  another?  Is  it  matter  of  humiliation  to  us,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  fpend  fo  inuch  of  every  day  infignificantly  :  or  do 
we  take  a  pride  m  fpending  it  thus;  lead  as  many  into  the 
fame  way  as  we  can,  and  throw  contempt  on  thofe,  whom  we 
caqnot?  Have  we  impartially  examined,  what  obligations, 
public  and  private,  are  incumbent  on  us :  whether  we  are 
eheifly  attentive  to  thet«,  omitting  none ;  or  to  what  other 
things,  and  what  the  benefit  of  them  is  :  whether  it  be  any  o- 
ther,  tlmn  keeping  ourfelves  in  humour,  like  fro  ward  children  ? 
.  We  (hould  do  well  to.fifcte  the  difpofal  of  our  time:    firfl  fct 

Vol.  II.  G  down, 
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down,  how  much  we  employ  in  each  of  our  concerns  of  mo- 
ment ;  then  how  much  goes  in  diverfions  of  one  kind  or  ano- 
tlicr,  in  preparing  for  them,  in  refrefhment  after  them,  in  necd- 
lefs  company  at  home  and  abroad  \  and,  if  the  difproportion 
be  great,  think  beforehand,  how  wretched  a  void  and  blank, 
at  bell,  our  lives  will  appear  at  the  clofc  of  them  to  have  been, 
Ihould  the  remainder  of  them  be  wafted  in  the  fame  manner. 

We  all  wifli  to  be  diilinguLihed  to  our  honour.  But  in 
whofe  eyes  will  fuch  perfons,  or  a  nation  compofed  of  fuch,  be 
honoured  ?  and  fot  what  qualifications  ?  Knowledge  and  pro-i 
dence  require  indudry  and  experience  to  attain  them ;  worth 
and  probity  require  thoughtful  fclfinfpedion.  And  one  doth 
not  fee,  how  they,  who  claim  only  outiide  pre-cniinences,  can 
poflibly  efteem  one  another ;  or  why  they  (hould  wilh  to  herd 
fo  much  together,  unlefs  to  take  comfoit  in  their  mutual  want 
of  m«cit*  At  leaft  vain  opinion  will  never  convert  (hew  into 
fubftance.  We  muft  furely  know,  that  we  are  capable  of 
more  valuable  accomplifliments,  and  of  delighting  in  them. 
Probably  our  education  baih  furniflied  us  with  fonEie  expe- 
rience of  improving  our  underftandings  and  our  tempers.  Have 
we  no  room  left  then  for  farther  improvements  ?  Or  have  wt 
loft  the  relifliof  them?  And  for  what  better  have  we  exchang- 
ed it?  Or  how  unhappily  foever  we  were  bred,  a»  indeed  too 
many  young  people  are  extremely  pitiable  for  having  been 
taught  the  leaft  of  what  was  moft  worth  learning ;  yet  we 
muft  be  fenfible,  there  are  thofe,  who  poffcfs  more  folid  en- 
dowments. Are  they  then  of  no  value  in  life,  or  have  they 
nqt  in  all  ages  been  allowed  to  be  of  the  higheft  ?  Why  there- 
fore flboiild  not  we  ftrive  to  refemble  them,  and  take  a  little 
leifure  to  think,  how  we  may  live  to  more  purpofe  ?  It  may 
be,  we  do  not  defire  leifure  to  think.  It  is  unentertaining  :  it 
is  painful.  But  what  a  figure  do  we  make  to  others  and  our- 
felves,  if  we  cannot  hear  our  own  company,  but  muft  fly  to 
any  thing,  rather  than  fail  to  get  rid  of  it  ?  Thought  can  be 
painful  only  becaufe  we  are  ading  amifs  :  and  then  thinking 
fo  as  to  amend,  is  the  only  remedy  \  and  no  cafe  is  too  bs 
gone  for  it.  Perhaps  we  are  unable  to  carry  on  folitary  me- 
ditation to  any  good  effed.  But  we  can  have  recourfe  to  the 
ailiftancc  of  proper  books.  Idle  reading  indeed  'completes  the 
dcftrudion  of  the  time,  that  idle  converfation  fpares  us.  But 
judicious  writings  on  the  fubjeft  of  conduft,  religiousy  moral, 
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and  prudent,  are  at  once  the  medicine  and  the  nourifhtnebt  oF 
the  mind.  If  ftill  after  thefe  we  want  farther  inftruaion,  e- 
very  true  friend  we  ha^c,  every  good  man  we  coni'ult,  will 
gladly  give  it  us.  And  with  fiich  helps,  why  fhould  we-  not 
alfert  our  ihare  in  the  dignity  of  human  nature  ? 

But  poffibly  we  afpire  to  appear  advantageoufly  both  in 
weightier  matters,  and  lighter^  And  by  due  application,  moll 
people  may,  as  far  as  they  need.  But  then  the  chief  regard 
muft  ever  be  paid  to  the  principal  point.  I'or  even  elegant 
and  liberal  and  learned  accomplifliments  have,  by  excluding 
ftill  better  things,  greatly  diminiflied  the  value  of  many  char- 
a^ers.  And  when  fuch  attainments,  as  b^arely,  if  at  all,  rife 
above  indifferent,  or  perhaps  fink  below  it,  divide  our  clleeni 
with  laudable  ones,  the  mixture  will  do  great  harm,  both  to 
DurfelveSy  and,  by  its  example,  to  others.  But  when  they  are 
the  main  obje£ls  of  our  ambition:  the  applaufcof  the  unthiuk* 
ing,  ihould  we  procure  it,  will  be  bought  much  too  dear  ;  the 
fool  will  lofe  its  vigour  and  grow  frivolous  ;  matters  of  confe- 
qaenoe  become  diftaileful ;  by  degrees  the  very  notion,  which 
are  jh«  will  be  effaced  :  and  a  group  of  the  reigning  follies  of 
the  time  being,  engrofs  the  heart.  But  particularly  felf-govern- 
ment  will  be  forgotten  in  the  midfl  of  felf-indulgences,  that  will 
pretend  to  he  harmlefs,  till  they  prove  undeniably  criminal.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  the  bulinefs  of  our  flatioos,  the  examina- 
tion of  our  affairs,  the  care  of  thofe  who  are  moft  intimately  con- 
neded  with  us,  and,  much  more,  the  infpef^ion  of  our  hearts, 
of  our  ftate  towards  Go4,  of  our  title  to  a  happy  eternity, 
will  be  continually  poftponed,  or  fuperficially  hurried  over, 
to  comply  with  every  trifling  engagement,  every  fudden 
fancy,  or  even  mere  indolence.  And  perhaps,  rather  dian 
take  the  pains  of  knowing  and  doing  what  we  ought,  we 
fiiall  make  it  our  refuge  to  profcfs  a  contempt  of  it:  in 
which  abfurd  declaration,  a  natural  or  acquired  fluenqy  of 
lively  talk  will  bear  people  out  fo  well  to  thofe,  with  whom 
fimilarity  of  .manners  prompts  them  to  aflbciate,  that  before 
it  is  long,  they  will  feem  quite  futisiied  in  negledling  every 
thing  they  ihould  mind. 

Yet  all  the  while,  what  they  call  a  life  of  pleafure  is 
very  often  only  an  affedation  of  being  pleafcd.  They  put  on 
airs  of  great  gaiety,  and  in  truth  their  plcafures  are  flat  and 
iafipid  :  they  relieve  one  taftelefs  fcene  by  another  a  little  dif- 
ferent;  are  miferable  in  the  intervals  of  their  amufements. 
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and  far  from  happy  during  the  continuance  of  them.  Nay  in- 
deed, under  colour  of  relaxations,  they  are,  to  thofc  who  en'- 
gagc  thoroughly  in  them,  fore  fatigues ;  from  which,  whether 
they  will  confefs  it  or  not,  relaxs^tion  15  much  wanted :  and 
fome  undergo  a  fpeedy,  and  many  a  lingering,  martyrdom  ta 
them.  If  religion  enjoined  men  to  mortify  and  macerate 
themfelves  at  this  rate,  what  dreadful  names  would  it  be  cal- 
led !  In  all  likelihood,  were  the  truth  known,  numbers  would 
chufe  a  quieter  ^ay  of  living,  if  one  part  of  them  could  be 
fure,  that  the  other  would  keep  them  in  countenance*  It  is 
great  pity,  therefore,  but  they  Ihould  mutually  explain  them^ 
felves  on  thie  tyranny  of  fafhion :  and  not  go  on  together  in 
wild  chafes  of  imaginary  pleafure,  when  they  had  all  rather, 
fit  ftill.  But  farther,  feveral,  that  wt)uld  be  forry  to  quit 
their  diverfions,  follow  them  otily  to  banifli  refle&ion  on  fooie 
bad  or  imprudent  thing  that  they  have  done,  or  courfe  that  they 
are  in.  Now  as  this  can  be  no  better  than  a  palliative  cure^ 
and  will  ufually  exafperate  the  difeafe,  they  ought  to  feek  a 
more  effedual  remedy.  And  we  (hould  all  confider,  that  pro* 
bably  the  fame  entertainments  will  not  for  ever  afford  us  the 
fame  delight :  and  yet  by  long  \ife  it  may  grow  or  feem  hard- 
ly pollibly  to  do  without  them,  though  they  not  only  miibe- 
come,  but;even  tire  us.  Nay  fome,  when  they  have  once  fix* 
ed  it  in  their  minds,  that  happinels  conlifts  in  gaiety,  and  find 
the  innocent  forts  of  gay  enjoyments  are  become  taftelefs,  ven- 
ture, for  the  fake  of  a  higher  relilh,  on  fuch  as  are  pernicious 
even  in  this  world. 

Another  confideration,  both  of  prudence  and  duty,  is,  that 
the  many  expcnces  of  this  public  fort  of  life  are  exceffive  9 
and  to  fupjgly  them,  creditors  are  frequently  left  unpaid,  ex- 
cept the  leaft  deferving  ;  due  provifion  for  children  is  omitted, 
and  ignominious  arts  of  raifing  mon^y  pra&ifed.  Or  if  the 
votaries  of  pleafure  do  ob'ferve  juflice,  let  them  a(k  their  con<- 
fciences,  what  proportion  of  their  income  goes  in  works  of 
piety,  mercy,  encouragement  of  ufcful  undertakings,  and  what 
in  luxurious  trifles  ?  It  will  be  faid,  that  thefe  laft  do  good  by 
fetting  the  poor  to  labour.  But  is  our  intention  to  do  good 
by  them,  or  only  'to  gratify  our  vanity  and  voluptuoufnefs  ?  • 
Beiides,  much  more  good  is  done  by  procuring  health  to  the 
fick,  right  education  to  the  young,  inftruftion  to  the  ienorant 
and  vicious,  or  by  durable  works  of  general  utility  and  na- 
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tional  honour.  And  employing  the  lower  par£  of  the  peoplei 
ia  miniftering  to  the  luxury  of  the  higher,  can  no  more  en» 
rich  or  fupport  a  kingdom,  than  employing  the  ferYants  of  a 
private  family  in  the  &me  manner,  can  enrich  or  fupport 
that. 

But  one  fafhionable  ezpence  mnft  be  particularly  mentios^t 
ed  :  that  which  bears  the  name,  often  very  falfely,  of  play. 
Be  it  for  ever  fo  little,  confuming  much  time  in  it,  is  the  mod 
un improving  and  irrational  employment  that  can  be.  But 
falfe  (hame  and  emulation  frequently  raife  it  to  a  very  incom- 
znodions  and  diftreiling  height,  ^en  amongft  thofe  who  proferls 
to  be  moderate.  And  the  ^lengths  that  others  go,  are  the  moft 
fpeedily  and  abfolutely  ruinous  of  all  things..  The  more  calm« 
I7  men  bear  their  lofies,  the  wcorfe ;  if  they  are  the Jefs  likely 
to  leave  off  for  it.  But  ufually  they  feel  moft  tormenting  agi* 
rations  :  yet  ruih  on  to  lofe  more,  from  a  groundlefs  hope  o£ 
gain ;  and  perhaps  at  length  call  in  difhoiiefty  to  the  aid  of 
imprudence.  I  am  unwilling  to  name  the  worft  aft  of  defper^ 
ation,  to  which  extravagant  and  vicious  indulgences  too  fre- 
quently lead.  But  furely  it  cannot  fail  to  be  viiihle,  that 
deliberately  and  prefumptuoufly  ending  an  immoral  and  mtf« 
chievous  life,  by  the  impious  and  falfe  bravery  of  ti  voluntary 
death,  inftead  of  an  humble  and  exemplary  penitence,  is  the 
completeft  rebellion  againft  God^  of  which  the  heart  of  man  is 
capable. 

Another  coniideraUe  ingredient  in  the  favourite  amufements 
of  the  world,  are  public  fpedacles.  And  provided  regard  be 
had  to  time  and  coft,  they  might  he  allowably  and  beneficially 
frequented,  if  they  were  preferved  from  tendencies  dangerous 
to  virtue.  But  failings  in  that  article  totally  alter  the  nature 
of  them  ;  and  grofs  failings  refleft  not  only  on  our  morals,  but 
pur  tafte.  Indeed  it  is  lamentable  that,  fond  as  we  are  of  a^ 
dopting  the  faihiotis  and  qualities  of  our  neighbours,  often 
much  for  the  worfe,  we  (hould  not  import  what  is  praifewor. 
thy  in  them,  but  fuffer  the  moft  diftblute  of  them  to  excel  us 
in  the  chaftity  of  their  dramatical  reprefentations :  yet  after 
all,  were*  they  ever  fo  innocent,  in  proportion  as  they  are  trif- 
ling and  infignificant,  they  are  contemptible  and  unworthy  of 
regard. 

But  the  eSeds  of  lefs  general  amufements,  even  of  thofe  at 
aur  own  hpufesy  may  be  extremely  hiirtfuli  if  they  are  the 
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means  of  admitling  perfoas  of  profligate  coiidafi  and  prisci- 
]to  into  familiar  conTerfation  and  acquaintance  with  others. 
For  henoe  they  will  have  the  encouragement  of  finding,  that 
they  need  not  either  amend  or  conceal  their  faults  to  be  i^rell 
received*  The  inconfiderate,  that  is»  moft  people,  feeing  lit- 
de  or  no  difference  made  between  good  and  bad  charaders, 
will  perfuade  themfelves  on  occasion,  that  there  can  be  no  great 
difference  between  good  and  bad  adions.  But  the  joung,  a« 
bove  all,  will  be  likely  to  admire  thofe,  whom  it  exiremelj 
concerns  them  to  abhor.  For,  in  fpite  of  the  moft  prudent 
cautions,  which  however  are  not  always  given  them,  they  are 
eaiily  impofed  on  by  a  ihewy  appearance,  joined  with  plaufible 
talk.  And  the  common  talk  of  fuch  aflemblies,  though  it 
were  never  openly  to  aHault  virtue,  which  yet  may  be  efpeci* 
ally  feared  in  fuch  of  them  where  people  converfe  in  difguifes, 
and  are  or  may  deem  unknown  to  each  other,  hath  not^ith«> 
Sanding  many  things  to  undermine  good  principles,  and  Weak* 
en  right  fentiments,  particularly  the  continual  fuppofici<Ai  on 
which  this  whole  way  of  living  is  built,  that  entertainment  is 
the  bufinefs  of  our  being.  They  whofe  only  fcho6l  is  the 
world,  will  think  fo  of  courfe  :  and  in  fuch  places  cannot  be 
|afely  contfadiAed.  Poflibly,  with  all  thb,  there  may  be  no 
immediate  ftrong  fymptoms  of  much  harm  fnffered  in  them. 
But  ftillf  as  a  courfe  of  fober  intemperance  may  damage  the 
health  more,  than  great  excefles  now  and  then  \  fo  may  a  life, 
feemingly  but  a  little  too  gay,  corrupt  the  heart  more,  than  a 
lew  afts  of  confefled  immorality. 

And  befides  the  dired  danger  to  morals,  what  influence  will 
It  have  oa  piety  >  About  that  perhaps  we  are  not  folicitous. 
And  yet  the  firm  belief  of  a  future  recompence  muft  be  the 
beft  fecurity  of  right  behaviour  in  all  circumftances.  And  the 
king  of  the  whole  earth  cannot  but  require  to  have  the  due 
lefped  and  homage  he  bath  appointed  paid  him  by  his  fubje£ls, 
as  neceflTary  to  preferve  that  obedience  to  his  laws,  without 
which  it  is  impoffible  they  ihouid  be  happy.  Yet  the  public 
worfliip  of  God,  even  on  that  day  which  he  hath  appropriated 
to  it,  is  almoil  intirely  negle&ed  by  the  greateft  part  of  thofe 
who  live  to  ^amufements  ;  and  by  many  of  them  profefledly 
and  contemptuoufly  ;  though  poi&bly  attending  it  might  a£. 
ford  them  fome  inflruftion;  as  well  as  exprefs  proper  duty. 
A^uch  lefs  do  they  regard  uny  other  ieafons,  appointed  for  tlae 
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peeiiliftr  €icercife.of  fefioufatis :  but,  it  maj  be^  atfeft  to  cmwd 
diverfioQs  into  the  moft  fiu:red  week  of  it;  either  in  wanton 
defiance  of  public  authoritjr  and  common  decencjy  or  in  often* 
tation  of  their  imagined  fupecioiitj  to  vulgar  wajsof  think- 
ing. But  ftttelj  others  know  as  well  as  tbej^  that  outward 
ol^cryances  in  them&lyes  are  -itothing.  But  ftill^'by  their  ef- 
fe&s,  both  .in  civil  and  religious  macters,  thej  are  rerj 
important  things :  and  may  be  ufefol  to  the  wifeft  perfons. 
Though,  indeed,  when  there  is  a  little  weakncfs  mixed  with 
piety  and  virtue,  thej  have  no  title  to  ridicule  it,  who  are 
guiltj  of  the  numberle£i  abfurdities  of  difiblntenefs  or  pro£iae- 
nefs.  And  though  the  moft  innocent  fuperftition  ihould  be  fe- 
parated  from  religion  if  it  can,  yet  not  with  the  hazard  of  rootl- 
ing up  both  together. 

But  fuppofing  we  pay  fufficieat  regard  to  thefe.cxter/ial  pro- 
prieties, what  difpofition  doth  our  «ttafchment  to  pleafure  leave 
lis  towards  inward  devotion  ?  Do  we  pray  to  God  in  private? 
Is  it  with  attention  and  -reverence  ?  And  doth  that  regulate 
the  reft  of  the  day,  or  the  reft  of  the  day  wear  out  the  impref- 
fion  of  thstf  ?  Do  we  f^atadly  think  of  our  intereft  in  the  di- 
vine favour,  and  our  j^proaching.ftate  after  death,  asonr  main 
<x>ncems  }  And  do  we  not  only  fear  the  Judge  of  all,  but  love 
the  Father  of  Mercy,  fuch  as  he  hath,  exhibited  himfelf  to  man, 
by  giving  his  Son  to  die  &r  us,  and  his  Holy  Spirit  to  move 
US  to  aU  good?  Or  hath  not.  cur  manner  of  living  deadened 
our  feeling  of  thefe  things,  if  ever  we  had  any  :  and  are  we  not 
proceeding  to. efface  the  fmalL remnants  of  them  ?  This  is  not 
the  behaviour  of  a  rational  creature,  of  a  penitent  for  fin,  oF  a 
candidate  for  eternal  felicity :  there  can  arifp  from  it  no  mett'- 
nefsfor  the  inb^riUiute  of  the  fainU  ofHgbi*^  no  fufceptibility 
of  fpiritual  happinefs,  no  hope  of  efcaping  the  dammuion  of 
hellf.  Not  only  a.  few  of  our  detached  hours,  but  our  whole 
being  is  God's,  and  to  be  employed  as  he  approves*  Our  law- 
ful daily  bufinefs,  nay  our  needful  relaxations  from  it,  we  may 
humbly  prefent  to  him,  as  part  of  what  he  defigned  us  for. 
But  can  we  offer  up  a  feries  of  nothing  but  idle  diilipations,  or 
worfe,  and  beg  him  to  accept  of  that  ?  Our  baptifmal  vow 
promifed  other  thbgs  for  us :  the  holy  fcripturc  hath  prefcrib- 
ed  us  a  ^txj  different  fort  of  conduft  :  hath  told  us,  that  we 
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€annot/irve  two  ma/lcrs*',  that  they,  who  Kve  in  pUafitre^  are 
deadf  while  tbiy  live  ii  that  he;  who  delighted  himfelf  fplea- 
didly  everj  day,  and  took  this  for  his  portion,  li/i  up  bis  eyes 
in  iormenitu  And  are  we  then  willing,  hoth  to  fail  of  rewar(i« 
and  fttffer  puniQunent  ?  Perhaps  thie  latter  may  feem  unjufi, 
merely  for  fpending  our  days  in  harmlefs  diverfions*  But  if 
9therwife  they  were  harmlefsi  would  not  a  fervant  of  ours 
merit  poniihingft  who  for  his  own  gratification  ibould  obftinate- 
ly  negled  his  allotted  Ihare  of  work  in  the  family  ?  Now  we 
are  the  fervants  of  our  Maker  r  and  he  hath  forewarned  US| 
that  %JlothfulJefvant  (hall  be  deemed  a  wicked  one^^ 

But  the  life  of  thofe^  who  love  pleafure  more  than  God,  is 
fuller  of  guilt,  in  proportion  as  it  gives  others  a  more  public 
invitation  to  live  in  the  fame  way.  If  the  rich  atid  great  pro-* 
claim,  that  Voluptuous  amufettetits  arc  their  paiEon,  and  re- 
Hgion  their  contempt ;  as  it  wUl  provoke  the  better  part  of 
their  inferiors  to  think  ill  of  them^  which  is  a  Very  undefira. 
ble  thing,  fo  it  will  incline  the  larger  patt,  without  thinking 
at  all  well  of  them,  to  imitate  their  example*  For  if  they  may 
behave  fo,  the  conclufioo  will  be  boldly  drawn,  that  every  one 
elfe  may«  And  yet  4he  effeds  of  that  perfuafion  muft  be  infu- 
portable.  For  how  flxall  our  domefiics,  and  neareft  relations, 
all  we  have  concerns  with,  an^  the  body  of  the  people  in  gen- 
eral, be  kept  from  eveiy  thing  that  is  wrong  and  mifchievous, 
in  the  midft  of  fuch  numerous^temptations,  if  they  learn  from 
us  to  make  felf-indulgence,  unreftrained  by  the  apprehenfions 
of  a  future  account,  their  governing  principle  ?  Our  laws  can* 
toot  be  executed  with  rigour  :  and  Icgiilators  and  magift  rates 
will  not  lie  thought  in  earned,  or,  if  they  are,  will  be  thought  in- 
jurious, when  the^^  prohibit  what  the  prafiice  df  too  many  of 
them  (hews,  they  look  upon  as  the  only  happy  life. 

People  of  fafliion,  efpecially  of  that  fex,  which  afcribes  ta 
itfelf  the  moft  knowledge,  have  nearly  thrown  off  all  obferva- 
tion  of  the  Lord's  day :  perhaps  keep  fuch  hours,  that  nei- 
ther they,  nor  their  families,  can  go  to  church,  at  lead  in  one 
part  of  it :  will  vary  thofe  hours  readily  for  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  but  by  no  means  for  this.  And  when  they  have  paffed 
the  morning  and  afternoon  in  negled  of  piety,  numbers  of  them 
pafs  the  evening  in  what  they  know  will  be  commonly  inter- 
preted, and  the  more  for  that  negleft,  an  open  contradiftion 
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to  pietj.    Or  if*  to  avoid  fcandal,  thej  fometimes  vouchfafe 
their  attendance  on  divine  fervice  in  the  coantrj,  tbej  feldom 
or  never  do  it  in  town  :    where  patterns  of  it  are  peculiarly 
needful ;  and  from  whence  accounts   of  their  behaviour  will 
foon  be  fpread  to  the  remoteft  places  where  thej  have  influence. 
Now  by  thefe  means  the  Sunday,   inftead    of  being  made,  to 
thofc  beneath  them,  the  ufefulleft  part  of  their  time,  by  religi- 
ous worfbip  and  inflruflion,  reading   and  thought ;  as  well  as 
the  pleafantell,  by  reft  from   labour  and  friendly  intercoarfe  ; 
becomes  ^he  moft  pernicious.   A  large  proportion  of  the  tradef- 
men  in  thefe  two  cities  ufually  fpend  the  whole  of  it  abroad 
in  diverfions,  often  vicious,   always  coftly  :    and  by  affefting 
them  then,  get  a  ruinous  tafle  for  them  throughout  the  week. 
The  lower  fort  dill  are  ambitious   to  follow  them  as  clofe  as 
they  can,   every  day  indeed,   but  on  that  efpecially :  confume 
the  beginning  of  it,  in  (lupid  floth,   the  remainder  in  lewdnefs 
or  drunkennefs,  which  impair  their  faculties  and  deftroy  their 
beahh  9    befides  intercepting  the  profits  of  their  labour  from 
thofci,   whom   it  fkould  maintain.     And  if  they  once  come  to 
think  gaming  alfo  allowable  on  that  only  time,  in  which  they 
have  leifare  for  it ;  the  lofers  will  be  yet  more  thoroughly  un- 
done and  defperate,  and  the  winners  not  the  richer,  but  only 
the  more  debauched. 

Every  fpecies*of  wickednefs  cannot  fail  to  make  a  great 
"progrefs  amidil  thefe  licentious  principles  and  pra&ices :  which 
are  induftrloufly  propagated,  both  by  the  difcourfe  of  bad  men, 
contrary  to  all  common  prudence,  and  in  books  alfo,  publiihed 
not  only  againfl  reveakd  religion,  (which  they  who  difbelieve 
will  few^pf  them  believe  any,  and  none  to  any  great  purpofe) 
bat  againft  a  future  recompcncc  of  human  aftions  ;  and  fuited, 
ia  the  manner  of  writing,  to  every  reader,  and,  in  the  price,  to 
every  parchafer.  Such  as  have  learnt  thefe  leffons,  will  yield, 
and  no  wonder,  to  the  prefent  folicitation  of  each  appetite  and 
each  fancy,  be  the  confequences  what  they  may.  WbcB  they 
are  diilrelTed,  they  will  venture  on  Whatever  crime  they  think 
niay  enable  them  to  go  on  a  little  longer :  they  will  endeavour 
to  conceal  a  firft  crime  by  a  fecond  ;  and  if  at  laft  they  cannot 
evade  punifliment,  they  will  defpife  it. .  For  what  is  even 
death,  which  every  one  may  make  as  eafy  as  he  pleafes,  if 
taey  nt:ither  hope  nor  fear  any  thing  after  it  ?  . 
Vol.  11.  H        .  We 
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We  of  the  clergy  arc  principally  concerned  to  oppofe  this 
torrent  of  impiety  :  and  I  truft  we  do  it  with  faithful  utA. 
But  the  immediate  anfwer  to  us  is,  that  we  are  pleading  our 
own  caufe  \  though  indeed  it  is  that  of  the  public.  And  there- 
fore the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  laity,  jointly  countenancing, 
by  their  examples,  their  favours,  their  commendations,  their 
reproofs,  by  reverence  to  rtligion,  moderation  in  pleaforeSp 
frugality  in  expence/  diligence  in  the  bufinefs  of  every  one*s 
proper  flation,  is  highly  neceflary  :  and  will  complete  the  blcf- 
fing  of  the  fulleft  liberty,  and  moft  fatherly  admini  ft  ration  of 
go^'^emment,  that  ever  nation  enjoyed  j  which  otherwife  wc 
are  in  imminent  danger  of  abufing,  to  our  own  defevved  niin. 

Yet  too  great  ftri£lnefs  may  do  harm,  or  difqualify  for  doing 
gocd:  and  according  to  circumftances,  partaking  of  amufe- 
ments,  that  otherwife  are  not  eligible,  may  be  very  prudent : 
befldcs  that  fome  may  be  under  fuch  authority  and  direction, 
as  may  oblige  them  in  duty  to  do  what  they  cannot  intirely 
approve.  And  then  they  (hould  endeavour  to  do  it  both  ob« 
ligingly  and  gracefully  :  but  always  remember,  that  they  are 
on  flippery  ground  :  never  go  farther,  than  is  really  innocent ; 
never  farther,  than  they  need :  much  lefs,  blame  or  defpife 
thofe,  who  are  unwilling  or  unqualified  to  bear  a  part  with 
them  :  but  carefully  preferve  a  juft  preference  for  the  high*, 
cr  order  of  obligations  ;  ht  humble  in  tha  midft  of  pomp, 
attentive  to  fcrious  refleftions  in  the  midfl  of  gaity ;  do  all 
they  can,  without  expofing  themftlves,  to  guard  or  br4ng 
back  others  \  and  feize  every  opportunity  of  promoting  what 
is  right,  where  too  generally  what  is  wrong  abounds. 

But  they  who  are  not  called  to  enter  far  into  the  livelier 
fcenes  of  this  world,  will  do  very  commendably,  to  (hew  by- 
fads,  in  a  freer  and  opener  manner,  their  fettled  perfuafion 
that  happincfs  confifts  in  quite  other  matters ;  to  fhew,  that 
they  can  enjoy  themfelves  perfeftly  well,  i^ithout  having  any 
reliih  for  thefe  ;  nay,  can  abftain  from  them  without  dif- 
ficulty, though  they  have  a  relifli  for  them.  And  the  more 
they  do  fo,  keeping  up  their,  good  humour,  the  more  exem- 
plary they  are.  But  the  clergy  (hould  be  patterns  of  this 
abftinence  beyond  all  others.  For  if  inftcad  of  being  grave  and 
ftudious  and  laborious  in  our  profeflion,  we  diffipate  ourfcl- 
vcs  in  v^Ilies,  or  fink  into  luxurious  delicacy  or  indolence  ; 
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the  awe  of  our  charaftcr,  and  the.  weight  of  our  preaching 
will  be  loft  :  the  thoughtlefs  will  imagine  they  may  fafely 
ftep  a  little  farther  than  we;  and  thus  will  f;iU  into  palpa- 
ble fin :  while  the  indiifeieiu  to  religion  and  virtue  will  make 
it  their  boaft,  that  we  aim  to  be  as  like  them,  as  for  fliame 
we  can  ;  and  will  blafphemey  on  our  account,  the  worthy  namcy 
by  which  we  are  called** 

Poffibly  fo  many  cautions  againft  fondnefs  for  pleafure  may 
ftem  to  leave  thofe  who  regard  them,  in  a  very  joylefs  and 
uneafy  condition.  But  indet-d  they  are  only  plain  and  very 
pra&icable  rules  for  that  difcipline  of  our  temper  and  condud, 
which  is  nec^ffary  for  our  true  happinefs  even  here,  and  for 
true  happinefs  even  here,  and  for, our  ere|nal  felicity  here- 
after. .  Chriftian  piety  allows  us,  under  fuch  regulations  ris 
are  evidently  reafon^ble,  ^very  enji^yment  of  fenfc,  every  de- 
light of  elegant  taile,  every  exertion  of  focial  chcerfulnefs  ; 
aad  forbids  nothing,  but  mifchief,  madnefs  and  mifery.  Then 
}>efides,  it  heightens  to  the  utmoft  all  the  nobler  Liiisfadlions 
of  the  mind :  that  of  fincere  good  will  to  all  men  :  that  of 
tender  complacency  in  thofe,  to  whom  we  arc  united  more 
nearly ;  whence  proceed  honourable  cfteem,  and  affeQionate 
returns.  Or,  though  we  mifs  the  regard  we  defer ve  from 
men,  we  fliall  have  a  reviving  confcioufnefs,  that  we  have  ac- 
ted worthily,  that  we  have  laboured  to  promote  goodnefs  and 
happinefs  on  earth,  that  the  (ins  and  fiiffcrings  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  arc  not  owing  to  us»  This  applauding  tellimcny  of 
our  hearts  will  indeed  be  piixed  with  the  grief  of  many  fail- 
ings :  but  alfo,  with  ihe  affurance,  that  our  heavenly  Fathrr 
forgives  them,  for  the  fake  of  our  gracious  Redeemer  ;  with 
the  experience,  that  he  is  enabling  us  to  overcome  them, 
by  the  grace  of  our  inward  Santtifier,.  and  preparing  us  dnily 
for  t^je  bleffednefi,  to  which  he  invites  us.  For  fiicii 
mercies  we  cannot  but  love  him,  and  whoever  doth  fo,  is  i;i 
proportion  beloved  by  him.  Tiie  ft:nfe  of  this  mud  give  us 
great  compofure  about  every  thing  worldlr,  dildain  of  e- 
verj  thing  vicious,  and  comfort  in  going  t'urough  the  very 
"loweft  and  hardeft  afts  of  duty.  We  fiiall  pafs  the  days 
of  our  pilgrimage  in  as  much  delight  as  the  nature  of  i: 
affords  :  and  when  we  come  to  our  final  abode,  every  ca- 
pacity of  fpiritual  enjoyment,  to  which  we  have  improved 
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oorfelves  here,  ihall  be  inconceivablj  angmented,  and  com* 
pletelj  filled :  we  (hall  be  abundantly  fatisfied  witb  the  faU 
ntfs  of  God*t  houfe^  and  drink  of  the  rivir  of  his  pUafures^ . 
For  in  bis  prefence  is  tbe  fullnefs  of  joy  ^  and  at  bis  rigbt  band 
tbere  are  pkafures  for  evermoref. 

•  PfaU  xxxvi.  8.  t  ^al-  «vi,  ir. 
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Jesus  Christ  the  Author  and  Fikisher  of  our  Fajtu, 

AND  A  PERFECT  PaTTER^  FOR  OUR  IMITATION. 


Heb.  xii.  i» 

Lcgiing  unto  Jejtu^  the  author  andjinijher  of  our  faith:  uh^^ 
for  the  joy  that  was  fet  lefore  him^  endured  the  crofy  def  ' 
pifi^'g'  *^^  fhamey^  and  u  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  tbt^ 
throne  of  God. 

TAITIECTING  our  ?jc  is  neceflarjr  for  guiding  our  fteps ;  ^ 
■'""^  and  therefore  the  apoftle  here  direfts  the  eye  of  our  mind 
to  Jcfus  Chrift  :  whom  if  we  f^Jbntem plate,  as  to  learn  what 
he  was,  and  expefts  us  to  he,  nJlRing  will  be  wanting  to  carry 
tjs  happily  through  the  journey  of  life.  And  it  may  be  ufe- 
fal  to  begin  with  cpnfidering  .his  familiar  manifeflation  of 
himfelf  on  earth,  whence  we  (hall  naturally  be  led  to  ccniider 
his  higher  and  more  awful  glories. 

*  Now  in  this  loweit  view,  we  fliall  find  him  to  have  been 
the  moft  amiable  and  the  moft  venerable  pcrfon,  beyond  all 
comparifon,  that  the  world  ever  knew.  Meditate  only  ivith 
ftrrious  attention  on  the  evidently  artlcfs  account  given  ^f  him 
in  the  gofpels,  and  you  will  fee,  with  an  admiration  continu- 
ally increafing,  how  perfeft  his  charafter  was  in  every  point : 
how  warm  his  fentiments,  yet  how  jnft  his  notions,  of  piety 
to  his  heavenly  Father  ;  how  ftrong  and  affeaionat**  his  ex- 
preflions  of  it ;  yet  how  rational,  and  how  peculiarly  fuitable 
to  his  very  peculiar  (ituation ;  how  compofed  his  ,re(ignarion, 
though  with  the  acuteft  feeling  of  all  that  he  underwent ; 
and  how  firm  his  truft  in  God  even  at  the  hour  of  death,  un- 
4er  the  moft  painful  fenfe  of  the  light  of  his  countenance 
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being  withdrawn  from  him  :  how  regular  his  prafticc  of  the 
whole  of  religion,  yet  how  accurate  his  preference  of  one  part 
of  it  to  anotlier  :  how  adive  and  bold  and  perfcvering  his  zeal  ; 
'  yet  how  completely  free  from  all  the  weaknefs,  and  all  the 
bitternefs,  with  which  zeal  is  too  often  accompanied  ;  how  in- 
timately tempered  witiv  patience  towards  the  flow  of  apprehenfi- 
on  ;  eft^em  for  the  well-meaning  though  erroneous ;  pity  for 
the  bad,  though  perverfe  and  incorrigible ;  what  perpetual 
dcmonftration^  he  gave,  of  benevolence  and  purity  in  his  teach* 
ing,  of  goodneis  and  condefcenfion,  meeknefs  and  tendcrnefs, 
in  his  behaviour,  to  all  perfons,  however  provoking,  on  all 
occafions,  however  trying  :  yet  goodnefs  judicioufly  e^^rcifed. 
ccndefcenfion  with  dignity,  meeknefs  with  due  feverity  againft 
fin,  tendernefs  without  partiality,  or  improper  compliances,  ta 
the  neartil  of  his  kindred,  or  the  deareft  of  his  difcxples  : 
how  compaflionate  a  love  he  ibewed  to  his  country  ;  yet  how 
unlimited  a  good* will  to  all  the  world  :  how  remote  he  wast 
frona  felf- indulgence,  ytt  how  far  from  encouraging  ufelels 
rigour  and  auflerity :  how  diligently  be  turned  the  thoughts  of 
the  multitude,  from  empty  admirations  of  his  difcoprfes  or 
hit  works,  to  the  confcientious  performance  of  their  own 
duties  :  declined  the  moft  £s#ourable  opportunities  of  rifing  to 
^'orldly  power,  and  inculcaflp  on  his  followers  the  firongeft 
warnings  of  what  he  and  they  were  to  fuffer  :  with  what 
plainiefs  he  reproved  both  tl^e  people  and  their  rulers,  yet 
%vicb  what  care  he  fecured  the  refpefl  owing  from  the  former 
to  the  latter :  with  what  fimplicity  and  upright  prudence  he 
anfwered  the  objcdicns  and  captious  qucftions  levelled  againft 
him,  however  fuddenly  attacked  by  them ;  and  though  in  lb 
public  a  life  tried  every  way  continually,  never  once  was 
overcome,  never  once  difconcerted  :  how  furprifingly  he  avoid- 
ed all  the  artifices  and  all  the  violence  of  his  enemies,  as  long 
as  he  chofc  it ;  and  how  much  fuperior,  not  only  to  them, 
but,  if  poiTible,  even  to  himfclf,  he  appeared,  after  he  had  put 
himfelf  into  their  hands,  during  the  whole  of  their  barbarous 
and  defpiteful  treatment.  Nor  can  it  fail  to  be  obfcrved,  as 
a  moil  important  circumftance,  that  all  his  wonderful  per- 
fc&ions  were  evidently  natural  to  him,  and  fet  abfolutely  ea- 
fy  upon  him,  without  the  lead  variation,  or  inequality,  or 
effort  exerted  to  raife  himfelf  up  to,  or  fupport,  the  highe(l 
excellence,  that  he  ever  difplayed.     In  fliort,  the  charafter  of 
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Jcfus  Chrifi,  like  the  frarne  of  God's  creation,  the  more  deep- 
ly it  is  ftudied,  the  more  .refpedfuliy  it  will  be  admircd- 
Sotne  fmall  particulars  in  each,  jet  much  fewer  than  fuper- 
ficial  obfervers  imagine,  it  may  be  eafier  to  cavil  at,  than  to 
account  for  diilindUy  :  but  look  at  the  whole  of  either,  and  to 
every  eje  that  is  capable  of  taking  in  a  whole,  it  will  approve 
itfelf  uniformly  great  and  good. 

Now  that  he,  of  whom  thefe  things  are  reGordcd^,  was  a 
real  man,  and  no^  a  phantom  of  the  imagination,  infidelity  it- 
felf hath  never  denied.  And  that  he  was  truly  the  excellent 
nian,  that  the  gofpels  defcribe  him  to  have  been,  we  have  the 
teflimony  of  numbers  that  knew  him^  of  more  who  converfed 
with  thofe  that  knew  him ;  who  all  aiTerted  it  in  the  (trongelt 
terms,  and  fufiered  every  thing  terrible  for  fo  doing.  Their 
enemies  were  never  able  to  difprove  xhem  :  if  they  had,  chriili- 
anity  muil  have  funk  :  and  indeed  fome  of  the  moil  coniidera- 
ble  of  their  enemies,  in  all  ages,  have  owned  them  to  be  fo  far 
in  t!lMt  right.  But  if  ilill  it  be  pretended,  that  his  portrait  was 
drawn  too  favourably ;  who  could  draw  it  fo  ?  The  Greeks 
and  Romans  never  drew  any  from  life  or  fancy, .  without  fome  . 
capital  fault.  How  came  the  Jews^  how  came  the  illiterate 
£vangelills,  by  fuch  extraordinary  ikill  ?  And  further,  how 
came  they  to  afcribe  fuch  mild,  fuch  pailive  virtues,  to  their  . 
Meffiah,  whom  the  whole  nation  expeJied  to  be,  on  the  con* 
trary,  an  enterprising  and  profperous  warrior  ?  Had  one  of 
them  deviated  fo  unaccountably  from  the  general  opinion;  is 
it  credible  that  they  all  fhonld  ?  Had  every  one  of  them  at« 
tempted  to  make  a  beautiful  pLfture  of  that  fort,  without  re- 
gard to  the  original ;  would  all  their  pidures  have  been  alike, 
yet  each  diilinguifiied  by  fuch  peculiarities,  as  proved  none 
of  them  to  be  copied  fropfi  the  other?  Or  fuppofing  even 
that,  could  they  have  perfuaded  an  unwilling  world,  that  thefc 
refembled  this  original,  when  plainly  they  did  not  ? 

Now  if  their  narratives  be  faithful  defcriptions  of  a  real 
perfon,  well  may  we  aik,  as  the  Jews  did  with  another  fpirir. 
Whence  bath  this  man  thefe  things  ;  and  what  wifdom  is  this^ 
which  is  given  untq  him*  f  Is  not  this  the  carpenter'' s  fon\? 
What  education  had  he  to  form  him,  what  patterns  to  form 
himfelf  upon,  to  become  the  man  he  was  ?  By  what  train  of 
thinking  could  he  be  led  to  conceive,  by  what  profpefts  could 
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he  be  mored  to  undertake,  by  wkat  power  was  he  enabled  td 
accomplifh,  the  unparalleled  things  he  did  ^  To  imagine  that 
fuch  a  one  exifted  bj  accident,  is  monftronlly  unreafonablc. 
But  that  he  fhould  alfo  have  fallen  bj  accidenti  juft  into  that 
lingle  country,  in  which  there  was  a  fyftcm  of  religion,  that 
he  could  build  on«  with  a  feries  of  prediAions  applicable  to 
himfelf ;  and  juft  at  that  period  too,  which  thefe  predidions 
had  fo  pointed  out,  as  to  raife  an  univerfal  expedation  of  him : 
that  under  all  the  difadr^ntages  of  a  low  condition,  he  ihould 
have  fpirits  enough  to  make  and  maintain  the  highcft  of 
claims*,  fagacity  enough  to  interpret  the   ancient  oracles   in  a 

.  much  fublimer  and  juftcr  fenfe,  than  any  of  the  moft  learned 
inftru£lors  of  the  people,  and  feif- denial  enough  to  prefer,  in 
confequence  of  thefe  interpretations,  perfccution  and  cracifizion, 
before  the  fafety  of  a  private  fiation,  or  the  fplehdor  of  offcrtd 
dominion  :  that  every  one  of  thefe  things  (and  others  equally 
flrange  might  be  added)  fhould  meet  in  the  fame  man,  witbbut 
the  fpecial  appointment  of  heaven,  exceeds  all  power  of  thance. 
Confider  him  only  as  a  mere  man,  he  appears  to  have  been 
iinfpeakably  the  greateft  and  beft  of  men.  Confider  only 
thofe  confequences  of  his  coming  into  the  world,  which  even 
unbelievers  muft  acknowledge,  he  appears  to  be  the  moft  im- 
portant perfon  that  ever  did  come  into  it.  The  general  tea- 
fonablenefs  of  his  doArine,  the  coolnefs  of  his  temper,  the  com- 

-  pofednefs  and  familiarity  of  his  whole  converfation,  prove  he 
was  no  enthufiaft :  the  unvaried  goodnefs  6i  his  life,  the  will- 
ingnefi  with  which  he  faffered  death,  the  impoi&bility,  which 
his  underftanding  could  not  but  fee,  of  attaining  any  worldly 
advantage  by  the  courfe  which  he  took  ;  nay  indeed,  the  dif- 
ficulties which  he  left  \x\  fome  articles  of  his  fchcme,  and  need- 
ed not,  if  he  had  contrived  it  to  ferve  a  turn,  prove  full  as  evi- 
dently, that  he  was  no  impoftor.  What  muft  he  have  been 
then  ?  And  what  elfe  can  we  gather  from  his  whole  behavi- 
our, tlun  what  the  fpeftators  did  from  the  finiftiing  fcenc 
of  it  upon  the  crofs  :     7ruly  this  was  the  fon  ofGod^. 

But  if  indeed  a  title  fo  tranfcendent  beiongs  to  J^Jus^  wd 
are  furely  bound  to  learn,  with  the  utmoft  docility,  from  the 
fcriptures  written  by  his  direftion,  what  it  comprehends,  and 
what  is  conneQed  with  it.  There  we  read,  that  in  tht  begin- 
ning  war   the  wcrd^  and  the  word  was  with   Godj   and  thi 
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iaMrd  4i;ai  God^  :  that  by  fiim  the  Father  creiited  all  things, 
and  t>jr  him  hath  cond tided,  ever  fince,  the  concerns  of  this 
world  ;  whence  he  is  caHed,  ill  the  text,  tbi  Author  and  Finijher 
of  our  Fuitb,  He  laid  the  ground- ^ork  of  it  iihtnediatelj  on 
th^  Fa&  of  our  firft  parents,  the  coAfequetices  of  which  we  all 
ffed,  in  the.gracbus  intimation  given  thetn,  that  the  fetd  of 
th9  jijomanf  fliall  dcftrD j  the  ferpeot*8  power  :  and  afterwards 
made  vdtrabte  additions  to  it  ci precious  fromifest  from  tirte 
to  ttme«*  When  idolatry  and  vice  had  overfpread  the  rt^ft  of 
the  world  \  he  preferved  it  with  peculiar  care  in  one  nation, 
as  a  light  Jbining  in  a  dark  placi^^  for  the  hctiifii  of  all,  who 
would  turn  their  ejes  tot^ards  it ;  and,  by  a  chain  of  wonder* 
ful  providences,  brought  on  the  proper  feafon  for  diffufing  it 
throughout  the  earth.  Then  he  drvcfted  hJmfelf  of  the  glor^ 
.  nvbicb  he  bud  with  the  Father  hefoti  the  tvorld  was\\  ;  the  word 
become  JUjb^  aud  dwelt  am6ngjl  us^  ;  taught  meli  in  perf^ii 
the  great  truths  of  religion,  confirmed  them  by  beneficent 
miracles  performed,  and  illufirious  prophecies  fulfilled ;  ex« 
emplifiedjhem,  as  I  have  faid,  in  his  prafiice;  and  pfovided 
the  means  of  tfaeii"  defcending  irncortupted  to  all  future  ages, 
and  being  efficaciouflj  applied  t6  the  convi&icti  of  the  wick- 
ed, andthe  comfott  of  the  good.  So  fully  is  he,  and  he  could 
not  be  more  fuUj,  what  the  apoftle  calls  him  :  who  next  re* 
minds  us,  that  in  carrjring  on  this  inconceivably  kind  work, 
he  willingly  underwent  aO  manner  of  ill  ufagcf,  and  at  length 
endured  the  paicr,  and  deffifed  the  Jbame^  of  the  crofs^  infliSed 
on  him  by  wretches,  for  whom  his  precepts  were  too  holyt 
and  his  life  too  harmlefs ;  that  fo  he  might  demonftrate  his 
fincerity,  and  fet  a  pattern  of  doing  the  hardeft  thiiigs,  which 
he  taught.  Nay,  he'  fubmitted  farther,  to  become  the  re- 
prefcntativc  of  tranfgrcflbrs ;  to  be  fbrfaken  of  God,  and 
have  his  foul  made  forrowful  unto  death,  in  that  myfterious 
drfpenfatiofl  of  laying  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all :  in  order 
to  give  the  moff  tremendous  proof  of  the  heinoufnefs  of 
fin;  that  fuch  a  one  as  he  fhduld  fuflfer  fo  much^; to*  in- 
duce the  juil  and  wife,  though  equally  merciful,  %x\tx  of 
all  to  forgive  it,  and  engage  and  enable  the  guilty  to  fur- 
fake  it. 

Vol:  II.  I  Tbefe 
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Thefc  things  he  did,  the  text  go^  on  to  fay,  for  them, 
that  was fet  before  him:  the  joy  of  illuflrating  aJt^onc<  t& 
holinefs  and  goodnefs  of  God,  who  appointed  and  acceptea 
this  method  of  our  falvation ;  the  joy  of  reforming  and  mak« 
ing  happy,  in  themfelves  and  one  another,  in  time-  and  to  tX,tu 
nity,  all  thofe  multitudes,  who  in  every  generatiopL  Ihould  em- 
brace his  offers;  and  laftly,  the  jpjr  of  heing  ^^fervedly 
honoured,  as  the  bleiTed  inflrument  of  thefe  iiieiUmable 
benefits.  ' 

Accordingly  he  hath  the  hopour,  as  (he  apofUf  proceeds  to 
obferve,  of  fitting  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  d^rone  of  God : 
being  placed,  in  refped  of  that  nature  which  pe  condefcende^ 
to  afiume,  and  the  fuffcrings  of  which  are  thus  pttp^;^  re- 
warded, in  a  ftatc  of  fupreme  felicity,  at  the  head  of  the  whojc 
creation,  angels  and  authorities  being  made  fubjeB  unto  him^. 
And  in  this  exalted  ftation  he  iball  remain,  fuperintendiog  the  a£> 
fairs  of  the  univerfe,  till  he  returns  to  our  eanh  at  the  day  of 
judgement.  Then  every  eyefhallfee  him,  and  they  alfo  which 
pierced  himj-^  they  which  blafpheme  him,  and  they  which 
profefling,  yet  obey  ,not  his  gofpel ;  who  fball  he  puni/hed 
with  everktfiing  deflruBion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lordf 
when  hejball  copie  to  be  glorified  in  his  faint s^  and  to  be  ad* 
mired  in  all  them  that  believet' 

This  then  is  he,  to  whom  we  are  dire&ed  to  look :  to  leoi 
offy  for  fo  the  word  fignifies,  from  other  objefls,  un£afe  or 
unworthy,  and  contemplate  him :  nor  only  as  the  moft  excel*  - 
lent  of  men,  but  being  r^\i^^  far  above  every  name  that  is  named 
either  in  this  worlds  or  that  which  is  to  come^  ;  nor  only  as 
thus  eminent  in  himftlf,  but  as  our  greateil  benefador  and 
trued  friend  ;  our  wife  lawgiver  and  ipotleis  example  ^  the 
facrifice  by  whofe  blood  wc  are  walked  from  our  fins ;  the 
head  of  the  body,  of  which  .  we  are  members  ;  the  judge,  on 
whofe  fentence  our  everlatting  ilate  depends :  our  prophet, 
our  prieft  and  our  king  ;  our  Saviour,  our  Lord  and  our 
God^. 

Surely  of  fuch  a  one  it  feems  ImpoiBble  to  think  lowly : 
and  almoft  unavoidable  to  think  often  and  much.  Yet  were 
we  to  examine  ourfelves,  how  frequently  or  how  feidom  wc 
recoIIe£t  his  perfeQions,  and  our  moft  interefting  relations 

to 
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to  him ;  whether  we  are  ftrongly  or  fljghtly  affcfted  by  them ; 
-  whether  wc  prmcipally  attend  to  his  rules  of  life,  or  thofc 
which  are  fuggefted  by  inconfiderate  cufiom,  vicious  inclina« 
tion,  or  vain  felf-opiiiion,  falfely  called  reafon  ;  whether,  even 
if  we  mean  to  do  well,  we  pray  with  humility  for  his  grace, 
or  trull  our  own  imagined  flrength  ;  and  laftly,  whether  af« 
ter  doing  all  we  can,  we  rely  on  his  merits,  as  unprofitahle 
fervants*^  or  hope  for  failvation  by  our  own  finful  good  deeds  ; 
what  anfwer  muft  the  confciences  of  many  of  us  make  ?  Such 
undoubtedly  as  will  at  leaft  evidence  the  need  of  fixing  our 
thoughts  upon  him  much  more  fteadily,  than  we  have  done  ; 
of  ftirring  up  in  our  hearts  the  warmed  fentiments  of  re- 
verence, gratitude  and  love  towards  him  ;  (for  who  can  be  e- 
qaally  intitled  to  them,  or  what  employment  fo  delightful  or 
beneficial  ?)  and  of  exerting  them  in  every  ad,  which  he 
hath  appointed,  or  his  followers  found  frrviceable.  External 
ad^  of  themfelves  indeed  are  nothing  :  but  when  they  proceed 
from  a  good  principle  within,  and  are  chofen  and  ufcd  with 
difcretion,  and  keep  up  the  vigour  of  the  mind,  and  ftrengthen 
good  habits  inexpreffibly.  The  importance  of  them  in  civil 
affairs  is  evejy*  where  'Acknowledged :  and  how  can  we  fan- 
cy it  to  be  lefs.  in  religious  ?  Therefore  if  indeed  we  hpnour 
our  Redeemer,  we  muft  fliew  that  we  honour  his  facraments, 
his  ordinances,  the  weekly,  the  •  yearly  days  confecrated  to 
him,  the  places  of  his  worihip :  permit  me  to  add,  his  mini- 
fters,  only  being  careful  to  didinguiih,  for  the  fake  of  our 
mafter  and  of  mankind,  the  devout,  the  laborious,  the  difin- 
terefted,  from  the  lovers  of  pleafure  or  gain,  of  power 
or  applauie,  from  the  formal,  the  though tlefsi  the  luke- 
warm. 

Nor  will  he,' whofe  refpcft  to  the  author  and  fimjher  of 
our  faith  is  real,  either  feek  or  wifh  to  flielter  himfelf  from 
infidel  fcom  by  leaving  the  motives  of  his  conduct  in  religious 
matters  doubtful:  hot  openly,  though  decently,  make  it  known 
to  all  men,  of  which  fide  he  in  truth  is ;  and  do  at  lead  as 
inuch  for  the  caufe  of'-Cod,  as  he  could  with  propriety  for 
emy  other,  that  he  hath  at  heart  :  recolle&ing  that  thus  the 
pious  will  be  animated,  the  oppofers  flaggered,  the  indolent 
awakened  ;  andlikewife,  that  them  only  vcho  confcfs  him  before 
men,  nvill  jffus  conffs  before  hU  Father  which  is  in  beavenf, 

I  ^  But 
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'  Put  2eal  for  his  tniffioii  and  doftrines  will  be  of  no  «rMl« 
Vrlthout  jmitatioti  of  bis  ^xs^nple  and  obedience  to  his  Iftf^- 
As  on  the  one  hand,  the  virtue  which  men  profiefii  witbont 
religion,  the  tBligion  which  thry  profe^  without  cbrifiianitj, 
the  cfariftianity  which  thej  profefs  without  a^Erftxon  to  Cbriftt 
is  efleatially  i]pperfe£t,  aqd  mo9Xj  nomio^ ;  tbej  model  it 
into  what  thej  pteale,  and  it  waftes  away  to  nothing :  to  on 
the  otb^r,  not  only  hypocritical^  but  partial,  attacbtneot  to 
hiipi  fondne(s  for  him  as  the  obtaintr  of  pardon  and  future 
nappincfs,  and  flight  of  him  as^  the  diredor  of  life ;  hoping 
to  ^  fared  by  £^ith  without  worVs,  or  waiting  for  his  grace 
to  aipend  us  withopt  taking  pains  to  anoend  onrfelves  ;  thefe 
things  put  his  gofpel  and  bim  to  oftn  Jbame*.  We  muft  &ai 
unto  Jifuu  as  cur  exemplar  and  Icgiflator :  eUe  we  ihidl  look 
to  him  i|i  vain  as  our  Savioar* 

Some  of  bis  ^ftions  indeed  were  appropriated  tp  his  office ; 
and  fome  of  bis  precepts,  to  that  of  his  apofiles.  But  what- 
ever was  temporary  or  fingular  in  either,  is  eafily  difcenied» 
and  the  Vcft  binds  us  all.  Therefore  we  muft  learn  t^fhim  to 
be  tneei  end  lowly :  fi^r  fojbatt  we  find  rejt  for  our  fouh\» 
M'e  muft  condefcend,  when  oocafion  requires,  to  the  meaneft 
inftances  of  mutual  fervice  :  for  our  Mqfter  and  Lord  vjq/bei 
his  difd pies  feet f  that  ibeyfhouH  dp  Of  be  had  done  to  tbemX^ 
We  muft  take'  the  moft  injurious  provocations  patiently :  for 
*he,  KLhen  he  was  reviled^  reviled  not  again^  when  b^fffffired^ 
hc'  threatfrted  not  i  lj4t  committed  biffrfelf  to  him  tbatjud^b 
righteot{/tj\.  We  muft^or^w  one  another  ^  as  Cod  for  Cbri^^ 
fake  is  ready  to  forgive  ifs\\.  We  mvAfpeai  the  trutb  every 
man  with  his  neighbour^  ^  for  there  was  no  guile  found  in  bis 
nouth***  We  muft  be  barmlefs  and  undefiled^  feparate  from 
JinncnW^  in  our  temper  and  pradice,  even  when  obliged 
to  be  moft  in  their  conapany ;  for  fo  was  be,  converfing 
\«'ith  them,  as  a  phyficiao  with  the  lick.  In  a  word,  the 
fame  mind  muft  be  in  us^  which  was  in  Cbrift  J^fustt  out" 
Lord. 

And  we  muft  not  only  avoid  grofis  tranfgrcftions  and  omif- 
fions  i  h\^X  pwify  ourjelves  as  be  is  pure\\^  and  perfeQ  bolinefs 

in 

•  Hub.  vi.  6.  t  Mftttb.  ai.  29.  \  John  xiii.f,  I3,  fj. 

$  1  Fee.  ii.  a).         I  £ph.  iv.  3a.  \  £ph.  it.  ij. 
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itlifkif^^  ^/G94^*  .  ^mbition^'w^fldlincfs,  d^licacji  volup* 
^iiQ^fDeff,  diffi^atioD|  eag^rnefs  for  amufements  and  trifles^ 
i^f^.utterJLj  |)^peat])  u^,  ^nd  aiiifaLtable  to  our  profi^ffioQ.  A 
c|Ki^i^n  is  a  chairgder,  of  dij^nitj:  and  (bough  be  fubtnicg 
with  a  gracf^fpl  wi}l}p^e(s  to  whatever  his  condition  ber^ 
4em^ld« ;  jset  \if  fiU  ifU  ^^<V«  only  on  fh(  things  ahvef; 
«Qd  (ronn  ^i^  view  of  bU  Redeemer  placed  there  at  the  right 
h^nH  of  Qodt  dn^W^  bis  dirediipns  fof  bis  popdu^  below  :  rpa- 
tpoiag  y^ixh  Sr.  ^««A  ^^  ioye^  of  Cbtift  conftrainetb  us,  be^ 
fffifi  Wf  fbm  ^nd^h  f *<?'  if  P^^  ,^'^^  fo''  ^^%  ^hen  were  all 
iUadi  and  be  diid  /or  nU%  that  tbcy  wbicb  live^Jbould  not 
bencejortl^  liv^  unto  tbemfslves^  but  unto  bim  ubfcb  died  /or 
th^m^  q^drofi  agnkint^ 

Siff^h  34  ar^  duly  amoved  by  tbi^  confidcration  v^il]  faidu 
fully  perform,  not  only  the  general  duties  of  life,  but  tht 
partictilar  oj^t^  of  th^ir  rayak  aud  circumttances,  perfonj  in 
i^uthority  will  rcflcft,  that  h^  who  i%  Lord  of  Lords^^  and  the 
prince  of  the  iinge  of  tbe  eartb^\^  b?t^  deputed  them  for  a  work, 
fiiu^a^  tp  \\\%  own  i^nal  one,  th  pun\fl^ment  of  evUdoen^  and 
the  pra^ife  qf  tbem  that  do  ^^11%^  j  and  pgnfe^ueotly  will  in* 
rforoji  themlelves  concerniug  both.  He  needed  not^  when  up- 
on earthy  tbat  t^ny  Jbquld  tefiify  of  man;  for  be  in^w  wbat 
Vfos  in  xuan^*.  But  fagacious  incjuiry  and  Q.ti£t  obfervatioa 
are  neceflUry  for  their  executipg  that  noble  plan,  which  David 
bath  laid  down  for  them  in  the  lOift.Pfalm.  Happy  the 
ns^ion,  where  it  .is  purfued  with  gentlenefs  and  candor,  yet 
witb  fpirit  and  cfiicacy,  that  the  ill-incUaed  may  bear  and  fear 
and  da  no  more  pr^um^tuoi{/ly^\. 

Agai« :  the  miijiilcr^  of  the  gpfpeU  If  they  look  unto  and  hve 
the  Lord  JcfuA  in^JinaerityXX^  will  imitate  his  affiduity  in  giv» 
iiig  inflrudion^  bis  compaffion  to  penitents,  his  plain  (}?»un» 
cii^tions  a^aind  obftii^ate  finnerS|  his  contempt  ot  uajufl  re- 
proacl^  yet  his  cautipn  to  guard  againll  needlei*;}  ofTence  ; 
will  a^coopimodate  their  difcourfes  as  he  did,  to  the  wants^ 
the  difpoQtions,  the  capacities  of  their  bearers  ;  condefccnding 
in  this  and  all  things  to  men  of  low  eflate^^  :  will  reipember 
that  bis  kingdom  is  not  oftbis  worU^^^  and  ufe  wh?tever  ad*  ^ 

yantages  they  enjoy  in  it,  to  ttie  pujpofes  of  tlic  next :   be  in       • 

every  ' 
•  2  Cor.  vii.  I.             i  Col.  iii.  i.            ^  a  Cor.  v.  14,  1.5. 
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every  good  fenle,  as  he  was,  but  in  no  bad  one^  the  friends  of 
publicans  and  Jinners''^ ;  neither  a&  as  being  hfds  diver  Cod's 
heritage^  but  enfamples  to  thefioci\  that  when  the  chief  fbep* 
herdjball  appear^  they  may  receive  a  crown  ofglory^.  Where-- 
fore  J  holy  brethren^  partakers  of  the  heavenly  callings  con/ider 
the  apojlle  and  high  priejl  of  our  profeJJionX.  Farther  yet : 
thofe  who  have  large  incoroes*  if  they  fix  their  thoughts  on 
him,  who  for  our  fakes  became  poor^  that  we^  through  bis  pom^  • 
verty^  might  become  rich\  in  good  works}\  and  heavenly  treaf- , 
ures,  will  be  powerfully  excited  not  to  place  their  happinefi 
eithtr  in  the  acquifition  or  pciTeffion  of  wealth,  or  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  of  thofe  pleafures  which  wealth  can  help  to  pro- 
cure: but  in  doing  good,  as  the  blefled  Jefus  did,  and  bene- 
fiting, their  brethernfor  whom  he  died^.  To  do  this  more  cf- 
fcftuallj,  they  will  fct  an  example  of  prudent  felf-reftraint 
and  frugality,  which  may  preferve  multitudes  of  others,  if 
not  themfclvesj  from-  follies  and  diftreffes  :  they  will  employ 
what  is  thus  faved  in  ads  of  judicious  charity  ;  and  have  con- 
ftantty  in  their  minds  what  many,  who  are  extremely  liberaf, 
ilfahgely  forget,  that  all  explences,  and  feeming  bounties, 
which  tend  to  corrupt  motals,  arc  mifchievous  \  and  ufing 
methods  to  make  men  pious  and  virtuous,  providing  for  their 
fouls  at  the  fame  time  with  their  bodies,  which  our  Saviour 
did  continually,  conduces  beyond  all  things  even  to  their  pre- 
fent  welfare. 

Laftly,  they  x^ho  arc  afflifted,  (and  who  is  liot  often  fo  in 
ens  refpeft  or  another  ?)  if  they  dwell,  as  the  text  was  meant 
t6  advife  them  particularly,  on  the  contemplation  of  our  com- 
puffionatc  high-pricft,  the  man  offorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief  ^^^  will  learn  from  him  to  endure  all  the  contradiction 
ofjinners^  and  all  the  heavy  yoke  that  is  laid  on  the  fons  of 
AdamW^  difcftcem,  ingratitude,  perverfenefs,  infolence,  dif- 
appointment,  poverty,  pain  and  death,  without  being  weary 
cr  flint  in  their  minds  tX-  He,  though  faultlefs,  endured 
much  more  than  wc  finncrs  ihall  be  called  to:  under  every 
trial  his  grace  will  be  fufficicnt  for  us\\\  if  we  fuffer  with  him 
ue  Jl?all  affo  reign  with  him  ^^;  the  more  we  undergo,  the 
greater  will  be  our  reward ;    and  what  have   we  then  to  rc- 

fcDt 

•  Madh.  xi.  19.  t  I  ret.  r.  3,  4.  \  Heb.  ill.  i. 
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fent  or  four,  or  be  dejefted  abottt,  or  whom  to  env j  ?  Mifcr- 
able  comforts  are  all  the  worldly  mean?,  hj  which  men  .la- 
bour in  vain  to  deceive  thexnfelves,  and  mitigate  their  wretchr 
cdneia,  compared  with  the  ruerlqfting  confoldtion  qvdgooihope^ 
vriicb  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrljl  hath  pven  us^y  whofe  words  are, 
to  him  that  overcornsih  will  I  grant  to  Jit  with  me  in  my  throne  ; 
even  as  I  al/o  overcame,  and  am  Jit  down  '^vitb  my  Father 
inUiiBrqnef.  .. 

Let  every  one  therefore  of  every  degrce^i^  the  good  Jtght 
€>ffaitb^  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  li/e^  whereunio  he  tj  called^  : 
for  thefe  arc  not  cunningly  devjfed  Jailes^  but  tfje  true  Jay^ 
ings  of  Gorfll.  They  who  have  hitherto  lived  in  fin,  (and 
{o  far  we  all  have^  that  hy  his  obedience  to  the  law  no  man 
it  jufiified  in  the  Jtght  vf  God^  let  them^f  to  the  merciful 
Jefus  from  the  wrath  to  come*'^^  acquaint  thevtjelies  with 
bim^  and  he  at  peaceff.  They  that  once  had  a  fenCe  of  re- 
ligiooy  but  have  left  their  Jir/l  lovett^  drawn  away  by  vici9U.s 
indulgences,  or  temporal  interefts,  or  th^  inftmSion  jbat 
eaufeth  to  err  from  the  words  of  knoiwledge\\^' \tt  them  r^ 
member  from  whence  they  axe  fallen  and  refect ^  and  do 
their  firfl  works'^.  They,  who  have  hitherto  perfevered 
in  piety,  let  them  form  in  themfelves,  as  they  will  always 
have  room  and  need,  a  ftill  coinpleter  image  of  Cbrift.  And 
let  us  all  inceflUntly  iludy  ,to  acquire  that  conftant,  that  si- 
feAiooate  and  infl«encing  attention  to  him,  for  which  St. 
Peter  celebrates  the  early  chriftians,  when  he  Jaith,  whf^m  hav^ 
ing  notfeen^yye  love  i  in  whom  though  now  ye  fee  him  not^yef 
beli^ing  ye  rejoice  with  Joy  unfpeakahU  and  full  of  glory  ^  re^ 
cevmngjbe  end  of  your  faith,  even  the  falvation  of  youp^ 
rouls\^ 


•  2  TheC  ii.  i6.  f  Ker.  ui.  2f .  |  f  Tim.  w\,  la. 
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OF  THE  Opposition  pr  Jews  and  Gbntiles  to  it. 


I    Cor,  i.  22,  23,  24. 

fdr  tbi  Jims  require  aJigHf  and  tie  Greets  fee i  after  wifJam  ; 
But  voe  ffTHicb  Chrijl   cruc^ed ;  Unt(k    the   Jevus  a  ftumblin^ 
UarJty  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs  $ 
'  But  mnt^  them  nvhu  h  dre  called^  both  Jenvs  and  Greets^  Chrifi  th^ 
power  ofGod^  and  the  wi/domo/God, 

TT'O  expcft  eternal  life  through  a  Saviont  who  diefl  for  us, 
is  the  fandamental  dodrine  of  the    Chriftian  pfofcffioii : 
the  article,  that  diilinguifhes  our  faith  from  alt  others ,    and 
with   which  our  religion  (lands  or  falls.     The  New  Teita- 
ment  therefore  dwoUs  much  on  the  importance  of  thb  belief: 
and  efpeciallj  the  epifiles  of  St.  Paul  inculcate  it  every  where. 
Jie  dttermined^  though  a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge,   not  t& 
inow  any  thing  among  thofe  whom  he  inftruded,  to  infift  on 
130  fubjtft,  comparatively  (pczking^ /ave  Cbri/f  ye/us^  and  him 
erucifiedT.    Siill  both  he,   and  the  reft  of  the  apoftlcs,  muft 
plainly  forefte,  and  they  quickly  experienced,  as  the  preach*  .. 
ers  of  the  gofptl  have   done  ever  fine-,  that  the  prejudices  of 
many,  and  the  piide  of  all  meir,  v^ould^  find  nluch  .difficulty 
in  fubmittii)g  to  owe  their  falvation  to  another  ;    efpecially  to 
one,  who  had  lived  fo  poor  a  life,    aad  fuffered  fo  difgracefiil 
a  death ;    which  would   all  be  avoided  by  teaching   them  to 
afcribe  ti)c  whole  merit  of  it  to  themfelves.     But  they  had  not 
fo  learned  Chrifif,  as  to  handle  the  IVord  of  God  deceitfulfyt 
They  knew,  that  what  fcemed  to  hunian  vanity  weak  and  ill- 
judged,  was  the  true  and   only  way  to  heavenly  happinefs. 
And  therefore,  though  the  Jews  required  afgn^  &c« 

In 
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In  difcoarfing   on  thefe  words,  I  fhall  endeavoar  to  (hew« 

I.  What  it  is  to  preach  Cbrift  crucified* 

II.  Whence  it  canie  to  pafs^  thai  this  was  to  the  Jews  a 

f tumbling  blocks  and  to  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs* 

III.  That,  notwithftanding,  it  places  in  a  ftrong   light  both 
the  power  and  the  wifdom  of  God, 

I.  What  it  is  to  preach  Chrift  trucified.'  Now  this,  in  one 
word,  is  to  lay  before  men  the  nature  and  terms  of  that 
eternal Jahation,  of  which,  by  his  fuffering  on  the  crofs,  he 
is  become  the  author  unto  all  that  obey  him*.  More  particu- 
larly it  is  to  inftruft  them  in  the  folio iving  great  truths  :  that 
there  ever  hath,  doth,  "and  will  exift,  one  infinite  being,  pet- 
£sdly  wife,  juft  and  good,  the  Almighty  maker  and  ruler  of 
the  usiverfe  j  who  created  man  for  the  praftice  of  piety  and 
virtue,  and  for  the  enjoyment  of  everlaftiog  life  :  that  our  firft 
parents,  by  wilfully  tranfgreffing  a  moft  equitable  command  of 
his,  forfehed  their  title  to  immortality,  difordered  the  frame 
of  their  bodies  and  minds,  and  derived  to  us  the  fame  corrupt 
and  inortsd  nature,  to  which  they  had  reduced  themiielves : 
that  being  in  this  condition  through  their  fault,  all  men  funk 
into  a  ftill  worfe,  by  committing  many  fins,  which,  however 
prone  to  them,  they  might  have  bad  the  means  of  avoiding  ; 
and  thus  have  deferved  puni£hment  here  and  hereafter:  that* 
Tvickednefs  prevailing  early,  and  fpreading  wide  , in  the  world, 
firft  the  pradic6,  then  the  knowledge,  both  of  true  religion 
and  moral  virtye,  were  in  a  great  meafure  loft,  out  of  it :  but 
that  the  unfpeakable  mercy  and  wifdom  of  the  Supreme  Being 
provided  a  remedy  for  thefe  evils,  intimated  in  general  terms 
to  the  earlieft  offenders^  promifed  more  diftinflly  in  the  fuc« 
ceeding  ages,  and  aflually  given  when  the  proper  fulnefs  of 
time  camef  ,•  which  retnedy  was  this.  A  perfon,  made  known 
nnder  the  charafter  of  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God,  and  one 
with .  the  Father  in  a  manner  to  us  incomprehenfible,  after 
-teaching  mankind  from,  the  beginning  by  various  other  me- 
thods, took  upon  him  our  nature,  was  born  of  a  virgin,  and 
dwelt  on  earth,  to  teach  u5  pcrfonaHy  by  his  word  and  exam- 
ple :  condefcended,  for  this  corapaffionate  purpofe,  to  all  the 
inconveniences  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  things,  to  numberlcfs 
indignities  ^nd  fuffdrings,  and  laftly^  to  have  his  life  taken  a- 
way  by  the  hands  of  wicked  men  y  humhUnghimfelfunto  death^ 
Vol.  II.  K  even 
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evtfi  thi  death  of  tbi  cro/s*y  mfually .  mflifted  on  none  but  the 
Tilcft  and  loweft  of  malefaftors.  In  confidcration  of  this  mcri-. 
torious  goodncfs  of  his,  which  he  engaged,  before  the  world 
began  thus  to  manifeft,  the  Moft  High  eftabliihed  with  him  a 
covenant  of  grace  and  favour,  by  which  al/  power  in  bectven 
and  earth  was  given  bim\^ ;  and  provifion  was  made,  that  who-* 
ever  ihoald  fincerelj  repent  of  the  fins  which  he  had  commit- 
ted,  and  throw  himfelf  on  the  promifed  mercy  of  God ;  whether 
as  more  obfcurely  notified  before  the  Redeemer's  incarnation,  or 
more  clearly  afterwards  ;  taking  the  word  of  truth  for  the 
law  of  his  life,  and  faithfully  endeavouring  to  obey  it,  (hould 
not  only  have  pardon  for  his  paft  tranfgreiSons,  however 
heinous,  but  the  afliflance  of  the  divine  fpirit  to  preferve  him 
from  future  ones:  that  a  kind  providence  fhould  turn  every 
thing  to  his  good,  which  befell  him  in  this  world,  and  endlefs 
felicity  be  his  portion  in  the  next.  But  then  it  w|is  alfo  de- 
nounced, that  whoever  ibould  either  flight  thefe  offers  when 
duly  made  ;  or,  profeffing  to  accept  them,  live  umfuitaUy  to 
them,  Chrift  fliould  be  of  no  benefit  to  liich  ;  they  fliould  re* 
main  in  their  fins,  with  this  heavy  aggravation  of  their  gnii^, 
that  they  had  reje^ed  the  counfel  of  God  for  their  falvation ; 
And  when  light  was  come  inio  the  worU^  loved  darineft  raiber 
*  than  tight ^  hecmufe  their  deeds  nvere  evilX*' 

This  is,  in  brief,  the  doftrbe  of  Chrift  crucified.  The 
main  parts  of  it,  you  fee,  are  two :  God*s  goodnefs  to  us,  and 
our  duty  to  him:  and  if  either  be  omitted,  men  are  not 
taught  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus^.  Infilling  on  moraL>dutie8  only, 
is  overlooking  the  greated  of  all  duties,  piety.  Infifting  on 
the  duties  of  natural  Kligion  only,  is  injurioufly  defpifing  thofe 
of  revelation,  which  the  fame  authority  hath  enjoined.  And 
laying  before  men  all  the  commandments  of  God,  only  otnit- 
titig  to  fay,  how  they  fliall  be  enabled  to  perform  them,  and 
how  they  ihall  procure  their  performances,  faulty  as  die  beft 
of  them  are,  to  be  accepted,  is  failing  them  in  points  of  the 
mod  abroiute  neceifity. 

But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  fpeaking  of  nothing,  but  Chrift 
and  his  grace,  is  concealing  what  the  grace  of  God  appeared 
urUo  all  men  to  teach  them ;  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  hjlsf  they  fhould  livefoherlyj  righteoufly  and  godly  in 

.    this 

•  Phil.  H.  8.  J"  Mmtth.  xxviii.  18. 

\  Join.  iii.  19.  $  Eph.iv.  ar. 


Sfi.  XLIX.     The  Genuine  Doffrine  of  the  Go/pel.  75 

thisprefent  vforU*.  It  is  not  therefore  naming  Ghrift  ever  fo 
often,  or  exalting  his  compaffion  to  the  fallen  race  of  ^dam 
ever  fo  much,  or  defcribing  his  dreadful  fufierings  ever  fo  nio- 
vinglj,  that  is,  preaching  him  as  we  ought,  if  all  be  not 
direAed  to  make  us  become  like  him.  His  own  fefmon  on 
the  mount  is  almoft  entirelj  filled  with  precepts  of  dutj ;  of 
the  common  duties  of  common  life.  And  fo  m^y  other  fer. 
mons  too,  jet  be  truly  chriftian,  even  without  mentioning 
Chrift  exprefly,  provided  the  necef&tj  of  his  aid  and  his  merits 
be  underftood  throughout  them ;  and  the  great  defign  of  his 
coming,  the  reformation  of  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men,  be  clofe- 
}y  purfudd  in  them.  Thus  then  judge  of  our  difcourfes  :  and» 
which  is  of  more  importmnce,,  thus  judge  of  your  own  improve- 
ment.  It  is  neither  talking  nor  thinking  highlj  of  Chrift,  nor 
being  a^eded  in  the  tendered  manner  with  his  bitter  pafGon 
and  dying  love,,  that  conftitutes  a  believer  in  him,  fuch  as  he 
will  finally  own :  bat  herein  may.  we  have  Mdnefi  in  the  day  of 
judgement^  if,  as  be  was^fo  are  we  in  this  werldf. 

Yet  ftill  the  facrifice  of  him  a/  a  lafnb  without  bkmiJbX^  for 
our  fins,  the  need  we  had  of  it,  and  the  benefits  we  receive 
from  it,  are  fuch  capital  and  iodifpenfible  articles,  that  every 
preacher,  who  doth'  not  frequently  return  to  them,  is  without 
excofc :  and  every  profeffor  of  chriflianity,  who  doth  not  live 
hy  the  faith  ofthefon  ofGod^  who  loved  htm^  ay^d  gave  himfclf 
forbim^jrujlrates  his  grace^^  and  will  come  Jbort  of  his  glo- 
ry||.  Accordingly,  though  St.  Paul  himfelf  hath  confiderable 
parts  of  chapters,  in  which  liitlcj  if  any  thing,  is  faid  of  our 
Suviour  :  yet  all  prepares  the  way  fpr  introducing  hina  again  ; 
all  points  our  eye  to  him  ;  all  makes  parts  of  that  building,  the 
comer  fione  of  which  is  Jtfus  Chrifi^, 

Having  thus  explained,  vih^t  preaching  Chrijl  crucifci  is, 
I  proceed  to  fliew„ 

!!•  Why  this  doftnnc  was  to  the  Jews  a  flumhling-hloch^ 
and  to  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs  ;  which  the  words  of  the  text, 
when  unfolded,  will  tell  us  plainly,  ^he  Jews  require  afgn^ 
and  the  Greeks  feek  after  wifdom. 

The  former  had  been  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt 

hyjigns  and  wonders  ^   by   a  mighty  hand  and  a  fir  etched  out 

arm**.    A  glorious  appearance  of  God  upon  mount  Sinai  had 

K  2  accompanied . 

•  Tit»  ii.  II,  i»-  t  T  John  iv.  17.  \  t  Pet.  ii  '9. 
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accompanied  the  promulgation  of  tbdr  law:  his  vifible  pre« 
fence  had  dwelt  with  them,  firfl:  in  the  tabeTnacle,  then^  in  the 
temple:  his  ^miraculous  interpofitions  had  giveA,  preferred^ 
and  reftored  to  them  the  land  of  Canaan^  with  much  earthlj 
profperltj.  Thefe  bleflings  had  fo  powerfully  ft  rack  the 
imaginations  of  a  grofs  and  carnal  people,  that  thej  paid  in 
general  bat  little  attention  to  any  that  were  not  of  a  temporal 
nature.  And  therefore,  whenever  their  prophets  foretold  the 
coming  of  the  promifed  Redeemer,  they  were  obliged,  unlefs 
they  would  have  their  predi Aions  defpifed  and  forgotten,  to  de- 
fcribe  him  in  terms,  literally  denoting  worldly  grandeur  :  ax 
ruiifig  in- the  midjl  of  his  enemies^  j^^ing  among  the  heathen*^ 
and  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  eartb\.  They  did  however 
join  to  thefe  defcriptions  fuch  circumftances,  as  fufficiently  dc» 
termined  their  word^  to  a  fpiritual  meaning.  But  flUl  the 
other,  being  far  more  agreeable,  was  always  uppermoft  in  the 
thoughts  of  the  Jews  ;  and  they  Would  image  to  themfelves 
the  expe£led  fon  of  Davids  as  a  mighty  conquerpr,  who  ihould 
prove  himfelf  the  true  Meiliah  by  fupematural  afliftances  from 
above,  enabling  him  to  exert  a  more  than  human  force  againft 
the  nations,  which  held  them  in  fubjeAion,  and  extend  the 
^eivijb  empire  over  the  globe. 

In  this  fcnfe  it  was,  that  tbey  required  a  JignX.  Other  figns 
of  his  million  our  Saviour  liad  (hewn  without  number :  but 
ftill  they  demand  \o  fee  a  fign  from  hea*U€n\.  Every  miracle 
is  a  fign  from  heaven,  had  they  confidered  rightly.  But  the 
fign,  on  which  their  hearts  were  fct,  was  that  in  the  bock  of 
Daniel }  when  the  Son  ofmanfhould  come  with  the  clouds  of 
heaven^  and  be  brought  near  to  the  Ancient  of  Days  /  and  have 
given  to  him  dominion  and  glory  ^  and  a  kingdom^  that  all  people^ 
nations  and  languages  fJjould  ftrve  him\.  Our  Saviour  obferv- 
ed  their  miftake,  and  told  them,  that  the  iign,  which  they  de* 
fired,  (hould  indeed  be  given^  but  not  to  that  generation  ;  that 
the  principal  evidence,  to  be  aflordcd  them,  was  the  fign  of  the 
prophet  Jonas%  :    the  refurredlion  of  Jefus  the  third  day  from 

the 
•  Pf.  ex.  i,  6.  t  Pf.  Uxxije.  »|: 

\  And  a  fign  of  this  fort  they  cxpec*Vc<l,  even  when  the  temple  was  bnrnt 
by  the  Remans.    For.  ihzt  very   day  a  falfe   jiropbet  alTured  the  people, 

c«  9  ^to<  t*i  TO  Uft  apx^n^at  xtX'vtL,  i  J.  Ati»ji;  TxcttfAtia  T»c  fOT^^tttf,      Jofeph. 
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the  grave,  as  yonas  rofe  from  the  depth  of  the  fea.  To  follow* 
ing  ages  farther  figus  were  to  be  vouchfafed  in  their  order :  the 
dominioiii  which  thej  ezpe&ed  to  fee  ellabliihed  at  once,  was 
defigned  to  take  place  by  degrees,  over  the  fouls  and  confcien# 
ces  of  men,  not  their  bodies  and  fortunes  merely :  and  in  this 
nobleft  fenle,  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  were  to  hecome  the 
iingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Cbrifi*.  But  at  length  the 
time  will  come  for  a  yet  more  s^wful  difplay  of  Iiis  regal  pow- 
er, in  the  laft  judgement :  and  then  ihall  they  Wlio  were  fo 
prematurely  impatient  for  a  iign  from  heaven,  fee^  before  they  ^ 
wlih  it,  thefgn  of  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  with 
power  and  great  glory^. 

But  fuch  reprefentations  were  likely  to  have  little  efie£l:  on 
fuch  minds.  One,  who  ihould  at  that  time  re^ore  again  the 
kingdom  to  Ifraelt%  was  what  the  whole  people  ^  wanted.  '  And 
when  they  not  only  beheld  the  meannefs  of  our  Saviour^s  ap- 
pearance, and  heard  the  meeknefs  of  his  do6lrine,  but  faw  how 
carefully  he  avoided  the  opportunities  of  obtaining  an  earthly 
kingdom,  the  leading  part  of  the  nation  immediately  denied 
him.  But  when  he  was  arrainged  and  condemned,  and  fuSer-  * 
ed  the  death  of  a  flave ;  then  the  faith,  even  of  his  apoftles,  al* 
mod  died  with  him.  We  trufled^  fay  two  of  his  difciples,  as 
if  now  all  hope  was  at  an  end,  we  trujied^  that  it  had  been  he 
which Jhould  home  redeemed  Ifrael\.  It  is  true,  thoy  recover- 
ed themfelycs :  but  the  greater  part  of  the  "Jews  did  not :  and 
a  crucified  Redeemer  continues  a  ftumhling-hlock  to  them  ;  or, 
in  the  words  of  Simeon^  a  fignfpohen  againji.  Jet  for  the  fall 
and  rijing  again  of  many  in  lfrael\  :  indeed  for  the  utter  fall 
of  that  church  and  nation,  till  the  feafon  foretold  fliall  come, 
for  which  providence  hath  left  room,  by  the  wonderful  prefer- 
vation  of  this  one  and  only  people  diftinflb  from  all  others  for 
fo  many  ages,  when  by  looking  on  him  whom  they  have  -pierced^ 
and  mournings  they  (hall^  rife  again  andl  be  as  life  from  the 
deadf'*. 

As  for  the  Greeksj  or  Gentiles,  they  did  not  ^bjc£l  to  the 
gofpel,  that  the  authority  of  it  wanted  the  proof  of  ligns  from 
heaven  ;  but  that  the  preaching  of  it  wanted  the  recommenda- 
tion o€  what  they  called  wifdom.  Neither  the  manner  of  the 
apoftles  teaching  was  adorned  with  that  plaufible  oratory,   of 

which 
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which  they  were  fo  fond  \  which  foothed  the  ears,  and  enter- 
tained the  imagination ;  which  could  make  a  bad  caufe  Tic. 
torlous,  and  a  good  one  fufpefled  :  nor  jet  was  the  matter  of 
their  difcourfe  made  up  of  curious  fpeculations,  abitrufe  points 
in  philofophy  debated  with  accutenefs,  theories,  built  upon 
Dander  foundations  to  great  heights,  then  ahadced  with  fub- 
tie  objeSions,  and  defended  with 'more  fubtle  refinements. 
Thcfe  were  the  delights  of  the  learned  Greeis  ,•  who,  as  Si. 
Paul^  and  indeed  their  own  writers  obferve  particularly  of 
the  Athenians^  /pent  their  time  in  nothing  elfe^  hut  either  to  tell 
tr  to  hearfome  new  thing*.  Immediately  therefore,  when  be 
had  begun  to  preach  in  that  city,  they  apply  to  him  with  great 
cagemefs  :  may  we  inowy  what  this  new  doQrine^  whereof 
thou  fpeaiejly  i>f  ?  But  when  they  found  no  fuch  gratification 
of  their  fancy  as  they  expe£led  ;  but  a  grave  reproof  of  tbcir 
favourite  fuperflitiops,  a  ferious  call  to  repentance,  a  folemn 
denounciation  of  a  future  recompencc  ;  and  the  foundation  of 
fhefe  difagreeable  dodrines  laid  in  a  mere  fad,  which  was  con- 
trary to  all  their  fchemes  and  fyftems,  that  God  would  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnejs  by  that  man^  whom  he  had  ordained^ 
whereof  he  had  given  ajfurance  to  all  men^  in  that  he  had  raifed 
him  from  the  dead  ;  fome^  we  read,  mocked;  and  of  thofe,  who 
faid  more  civilly,  that  they  would  hear  him  again  of  that  mat-^ 
terXy  we  have  no  caufe  to  believe,  that  many  did*  Nor  would 
the  principal  Romans  afford  to  our  holy  faith  more  attention. 
For  when  St,  Paul  was  arguing  before  Agrippa^  being  a  ypw, 
from  the  prophets  that  Chriji  was  to  fuffer  and  rife  again; 
Feflus  the  governor,  inftantly  interrupted  him  :  Paul^  thou 
art  h<fde  thy f elf ;  much  learning  doth  make,  thee  mad§. 

This  was  the  tt'eaintent,  which  man,  wife  in  their  own  con^ 
ceits\\,  and  bigottcd  to  their  oivi^  opinions,  gave  the  gofpel  of 
Chriih  Irs  duftrines  had  nothing  amufing  to  minds  full  of 
trilling  curiofity ;  itf  precepts  had  many  things  difgufiing  to 
human  fcnfuality  and  pride :  its  proofs  were  inconfiftent  with 
their  prevailitig  notions.  So  it  was  rejefled  without  examina- 
tion by  peiTons,  whom  the  irony  of  Job  fuits  perfedly  well  : 
no  doubt  J  but  ye  are  the  people  ;  and  wifdomjhall  die  withyoi^* 
It  ought  to  furprlfe  no  one,   that  this  fort  of  men,  who  have 

always 

•  AAs  xvii.  f  Verfe  19.  }  AAj  x*n  31,  J«. 
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alwajs  been  too  common  in  the  world,  and  never  more  than 
now,  ihould  fcom  chriftianitj :  while  thcjr  continue  fu.cb  ftg 
they  axe,  they  cannot  embrace  it. 

But,  God  be  thanked,  there  have  ever  been  feme  of  more 
equitable  difpofitions :  and  to  thefe  it  hath  conftaody  appeared 
in  that  light,  which  the  text  exprcffes. 

III.  But  unto  them^  which  are  called^  both  Jews  and  Greeks^ 
Chri/l  the  power  of  God  and  the  wifdom  of  God.  They  who 
would  fnffer  the  voice  of  reafon  and  revelatiqn  to  call  upon 
them,  and  would  attend  to  the  call,  quickly  difcovered,  under 
the  meanne£^  of  Chrift's  appearance,  divine  power  j  and  under 
the  plainnefs  of  his  dofirine,  divine  wildom. 

The  Jews  had  no  caufe  to  expeft  military  exploits,  miracu* 
Ions  vi&ories,  and  outward  fplendor  in  their  Mcfliah.  Their 
own  prophets  had  foretold,  that  he  was  to  come  to  them  lowly 
and  meek*  ;  fo  be  def fifed  and  rejeBed  of  men^  to  pour  out  his 
foul  unto  death  an  offering  for  Jin^  and  make  intercejjion  for  the 
$ranfgreffors\.  Of  other  forts  of  miracles  they  had  many  more 
performed  by  him  and  his  diiciples,  than  by  Mofes  and  the 
prophets.  If  his  death,  for  want  of  knowing  the  fcriptures, 
appeared  an  objedion^  his  rifing  again,  and  afceniion  into 
heaven,  was  a  full  proof  of  his  authority.  If  he  brought  them 
no  deliverance  from  their  temporal  enemies ;  yet  he  fr^d  them 
from  infinitely  more  formidable  ones,  from  fin  and  guilty  and 
the  wrath  of  God  j  and  infiead  of  a  fliort-lived  tyranny  over 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  he  obtained  for  them  an  eternal  tri. 
nmph  over  death  and  hell ;  and  made  them  kings  and  priejis 
unto  God^  to  reign  with  him  for  ever  and  ever%.  Thus  wa?  he 
in  mnch  the  moft  important  fenfe,  the  power  of  God  untofaha^ 
tion\  :and  his  real  greatnefs  exceeded  all  that  they  looked  for, 
unfpeakably  more,  thati  his  vifible  appearance  fell  beneath  it. 

As  to  the  defeft  of  that  wifdom,  which  the  Greeks  required 
in  the  gofpcl :  it  had  not  indeed  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  or 
o(  the  Tzin  difputers  of  this  world^\^  Vfho  profejjing  themfehes 
to  be  wife  became fools% :  but,  void  as  it  appears  of  argumen- 
tation  and  ornament,  every  fingle  truth,  that  can  lead  men  to 
virtue  and  happinefs,  is  taught  in  it  much  more  fully  and  con- 
vincingly, than  in  all  the  preccedlngjnftitutions  either  of  phi- 
lofophy  or  religion*     The   being,  attributes   and  providence 

ot 
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of  God,  the  apoftles  proved,  were  clearly  feen^  being  under/laod 
hj  the  things  that,  were  made*:  the  nature  and' obligation  of 
piety  and  morals,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  upon  repentance,  the 
inward  aififtance  of  divine  grace,  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
good,  and  punifhment  of  the  bad,  thefe  things  they  did  not  in- 
genioufly  harangue  upon,  after  the  beloved  manner  of  the 
'  Greeisf  and  leave  them  in  the  fame  uncertainty  in  which  they 
fonnd  them,  but  gave  for  their  afiertions  concerning  them,  the 
irrefragable  tefiimcny  of  miracles  which  muft  proceed  from  the 
Almighty ;  and  fome  of  them  fuch  as,  in  their  opinion,  even  the 
Almighty  was  uvable  tb  perform.  For  that  dGo^  himfelf 
Jbculd  raife  the  deadj  was  thought  a  thing  incredible  with 
them\.  But  as  no  juil  reafoning  can  (hew  it  to  be  impoi&ble, 
It  is  more  certainly  his  work  for  being  beyond  our  comprehen* 
fion.  And  this  is  that  undeniable  demonjlration  of  thefpirit 
.  and  of  power  which  infinitely  escells  all  the  enticing;  words  of 
man* J  wifdomt,  not  only  ii^  the  ftrength  of  its  evidence,«'bDt 
the  eflicacy  of  its  influence  too.  For  after  the  deepeft  philofo- 
pfiers,  and  moil  Aorid  orators  had  wearied  themfelves  for  ages 
4  in  framing  elaborate  difcourfes  about  religion  and  virtue, 
'  without  being  able  to  fet  up  the  true  profeffion  of  either,  fo 
much  as  in  a  fingle  village  ;  the  unlearned  difciples  of  Chrift 
laid,  in  a  few  years,  fuch  foundations  of  both  throughout  the 
world,  as  have  fiipportcd  them  to  this  day,  and  ever  will.  For 
tbefoo/i/bnefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  meUf  and  the  weainefs  of 
Cod  is  Wronger  than  mctt\» 

Since  therefore  the  whole  of  the  gofpel  is  fo  firmly  proved, 
and  moil  parts  of  it  fo  evidently  rational,  and  no  part  of  it  evi- 
dently otherwife :  be  we  ever  fo  incapable  of  peaetrating  into 
the  depths  of  fc/me  doArines,  and  thereafons  of  fome  proceedings, 
yet  well  may  it  become  us  to  think,  that  he  who  fees  all  things, 
may  eafily  fee  many,  which  we  do  not ;  and  to  reverence  the  wifdom 
of  God  in  a  myflery^  even  the  hidden  wifdom  which  he  ordained  be- 
fore the  worlds  unto  ourg/ory\\.  Whether  finnefs  could  be  faved 
no  other  way,  than  by  the  death  of  his  fon :  or  why,  if  they  coold, 
lie  hath  preferred  that  to  the  reft ;  we  have  no  right  to  a(k.  What 
he  hath  cbufcn,  we  might  be  fure  is  befl,  even  did  no  reafoo  at 
all  for  it  appear.  But  he  hath  made.knownfeveral  to  us  :  fome 

dearly 
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clearly,  fomc  ai  through  a  glafs  darkly*  ;  but  the  obfcureft  qf 
them  all  to  be  contemplated  with  awful  nefpeft. 

By  his  eternal  Son,  God  made  the  world,  and  hath  admini- 
ftered  it  from  the  beginning.  He  therefore  was  plainly  the  fit 
perfoil  to  conduft  the  moil  important  of  all  its  affairs,  the  reco- 
very of  mankind  from  fin  and  mifery  ;  that  in  all  things j  as 
the  apodle  expreffes  it,  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence^ '  and  in 
him  allfulnsfs  dweli\.  In  order  to  recover  and  reform  men, 
he  mull  inHrnft  them :  and  doing  it  himfelf  w^s  unqueftion* 
ubly  the  moft  efficaciods  method.  But  how  muft  he  come  to 
do  it  ?  Had  he  appeared  in  a  ftation  of  power  and  wealth  ; 
many  would  have  beeh  ready  to  pay  court  to  him:  but  few,  to 
obey  his  precepts  from  the  heart.  Even  in  his  low  eftate, 
fome  followed  him  a  while,  merely  for  the  loaves.  And  how; 
much  more  hypocrify,  a  veryimproper  qualification  for  the  king- 
dom of  righteoufnefs,  would  there  have  been  amongft  his  hear- 
ers, had  the  circumftances  of  the  teacher  been  more  inviting! 
And  how  unfurmountable  a  difgraee  might  they  h^ve  brought 
upon  his  whole  undertaking  in  its  very  infancy,  inflead  of  the 
honour  and  fupport  which  it  received  from  the  unitnpeached  in- 
tegrity of  its  firft  afHifted  profeflbrs  ! 

But  further;  Nothing  enforces  precepts,  like  example^ 
Now  what  example  could  the  Meffias  have  fet,  in  the  midft  of 
worldly  pomp  and  grandeur  ?  A  very  ufeful  one  certainly  in 
fomc  points  to  fome  ojf  his  chief  officers,  and  others  about  his 
perfon  :  but  removed  from  the  fight,  and  unfuitaCle  to  the  con- 
dition, of  the  bulk  of  mankind:  whereas  in  the  fort  of  life, 
which  he  chofe,  an  extremely  public,  though  a  mean  one,  he 
was  a  daily  and  familiar  pattern  to  all  men,  of  the  moft  gene- 
ral and  difficult  virtues:  of  condefcenfion,  diGhterc;ftednefs, 
and  delight  to  do  good  ;  of  indifference  to  worldly  enjoyments, 
compofednefs  under  contempt,  raeekncft  under  malicious  provo- 
catijns,  and  rcfignation  to  God's  will  under  the  bittercft  fuffcr- 
ings  of  every  kind.  Thefe  things,  moft  of  us,  in  one  part  of 
another  of  our  pilgrimage,  have  need  to  praftife  :  and  we  find  • 
them  fo  hard  to  learn,  that  the  encouragement  of  his  having 
done  and  borne  much  more  than  he  requires  of  us,  and  the 
aSurance,  that  having  been  tempted  hioifelf,  he  will  fuccour  us 
when  we  are  temptedX^  ^iU,  iu  a  time  of  trial,  be.blcflings  un- 
fpeakible. 

Vol.  II.  ^  L  Then 
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Then  coniider,  befides,  how  great  a  confirmation  his  humiU'^ 
tj  and  patience  add  to  the  othgr  proofs  of  ]iis  authority.  A 
claim  10  worldly  power,  by  virtue  of  a  divine  commiflion, 
raifes  apprehenfjons  of  unfair  ddign.  But  when  a  perfon,  de- 
claring hinofelf  lo  come  from  heaven,  renouncis  every  thing 
on  earth,  which  nien  ufually  hcild  dear;  i%hen  he  Ihews  by 
|>lain  fads,  that  his  errand  is,  not  to  be  miniftered  unto^  hut  t^ 
min:Jter^  and  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  followers* ;  when  he 
forcfees  apd  foretells,  that- his  dodrine  v^  ill  bring  him  to  the 
ihamefulleft  and  cruclleft  of  deaths,  and  yet  goes  on,  tind  meets 
it  calmly  :  here  is  the  ftrongtft  e\idencc  of  fincerity  ;  and  the 
moft  engaging  motive  to  love  him  who  hath  fo  lovtd  U5,  as  to 
fcal  with  his  blood  the  truth  of  the  good  tidings^  which  he 
came  to  bring  us.  , 

But  there  is  yet  one  reafon  more  of  our  Saviour's  paflion,  of 
.  which  if  wc  fee  not  diftinftly  the  full  force,  we  fee  how- 
tvcr,  that  it  may  be  of  infinite  force.  Mankind  are  finqers. 
Our  firft  parents  were  fo :  we  have  all  been  fo,  few  of  us 
think  to  what  a  degree  :  and  clofe  upon  fin  follow  wcaknefs 
and  guilt.  The  good  inflrudions  and  example  ofourblefTed 
Lord  have  indeed,  without  any  thing  farther,  a  powerful  ten- 
dency to  rtform  us,  if  we  have  ftrength  to  reform  ourfelves^ 
on  feeing  that  we  ought.  But  what  can  they  do  for  us,  if  we 
have  not ;  which  experience  too  often  proves  to  be  our  cafe  ? 
or  fuppofing  them  to  do  it  ever  fo  cffedually,  ftill  it  would  be 
trne,-that  wc  have  been  finners ;  have  diilionouied  our  Maker, 
and  broken  his  laws  :  and  who  but  himfelf  can  tell,  what  fatis- 
faction  the  holinefs  of  his  nature  and  the  honour  of  his 
government  n^ay  demand  to  be  made  for  fuch  offences?  mere 
forrow  for  having  done  amifs  very  leldom  frees  us  in  this  world 
frotn  the  ill  c-^nfcquences  of  tranfgrcfllon  :  and  what  fecurity 
can  we  have,  that  it  will  In  the  next  ?  living  well  for  the  fu- 
tufcyis  making  no  amends  for  having  fmncd  before:  for  it  is 
Ho  more  than  our  duty,  if  we  had  r.ever  finned  at  all :  befides 
that  what  men  call  living  wdl,  tfpecially  men  deftitute  of  the 
fpirit  of  Chrifl,  is  mixed  with  innumerable  and  grievous  faults. 
In  this  fl;nte  of  things  then,  where  is  the  certainty,  that  our 
fins  would  or  could  be  forgiven  ;  or  the  authority  of  God 
kept  up  in  the  eyes  of  his  creation  otherwife,  than  by  punifli- 
ing  the  guilty  j  and  if  that  was  to  be  done,  the  whole  race  of 

mankind 

•  Matth.  XX.  38. 
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mankind  mufl  fall  under  the  fenttncc.  Here  it  was  therefore 
that  his  unfeaichaKle  wii'donfi  iiitcrpofed,  who,  alone  knowing, 
llie  fitttrll  meuiis  of  reconciling  jull ice  wiih  goodnefs,  pitched 
4ipon  this  :  that  as  a  terrifving  niouanieiu  of  ihe  iU  clel'ert  of 
iniquity,  his  btlcrved  ISon  Ihouldin  our  natiiie,  and  in  cur  fltad 
f offer  death  ;  und  for  an  ciernal  ctmciill ration  of  ilic  divir.e 
benignity,  his  undergoing  it  voluntaiily  Ihoald  he  rev. arced 
with  the  highcd  glory  to  liimfelf;  and  wiih  pardon,  and 
grace,  ami  '\\i<i  'eternal  te  all  who  madi;  their  hnmblc 
•cirtitn  to  them,  bj'rtpcntancc,  faitii,  and  love.  Thus  die!  God 
iliew  himiiAiJuJi^  and  the  jujlif.er  of  them  which  hilLve  in 
y^l/uj*:  thus  did  me:  cy  hud  i7'utlj  meet  toguher  ;  iiglltoujiuj'/ 
^nd p:a<c  kifs  each  other\. 

Ad'urcdiy  fa  extruoidinary  a  i:ieihod  would  never  have  been 
t«d;cn  without  exiraerdin::vy  ULcd  of  it.  'iJi.it  we  ftiouiu  fnli/ 
difccrn  the  need,  is  no  way  nvV'.liary  :  it  fulTiccs  that  Gcd  did. 
•Our  conctirn  is  no  noore  ihviu  to  accept  iVdv:uion,  l.is  own  g«ii, 
on  his  owji  terms  :  renouncing  all  merit  in  ourf  Kes,  laying 
bold,  by  a  lively  faiths  on  the  merits  of  our  Redeenrier'sobeJi- 
^ce,  th^mking  our  heavenly  Father  fiom  the  bottom  of  our 
fouls,  for  fending  his  blclTtd  hion  into  tlic  world,  and  efleeming 
mofl  highly  the  chriftian  cret.*d,  the«  chrillian  worfnip,  the 
/:hriftian  facraroent.  God forhul^  then,  that  iveJJ^ouldgLry  in 
any  thing,  j^rc.'  in  ihe  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jifus  ChrlJlX:  or  evei- 
te  afl;amed  of  that,  for  all  tlie  fc.yrn  and  ridicule  of  a  lliought- 
lels  and  pre  fane  world.  But  Cxod  foibid  alfo,  that  uhile  we 
profefs  to  bclicVe  c»n  iiim,  wc  liiculd  crucfy  hlKtto  ourfeioes  ch^ 
f*ejhy  and i>ut  Llm  and  his  reli^^ii  n  tofjume^y  by  trai.'fnrtui::g 
and  ne^Udnit;'  any  <  l)i'gr.n(^n  v  y^^^y  towajJsoui  M."ker,  our 
Saviour,  our  Sanccifier ;  tfj-jliia  (.vgocdneia  towarc's  our  fellow- 
creatmes  ;  of  liun^lliiy.  fobriity,  ien»]>cra!it.e,  chrdiicy,  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  onri^lves  For  in  Vctin  do  vie  cull  hint  Ltrdy  unltL  ve 
dathe  ihing%\\  which  \\c  copisn.viuib  ws  \\\\  vain  do  v.e  trull  in  liij 
frtcritice,  uulefs  v^Kt  prtftr.t  our  louis  a:;d  hcdics^  a  fucr  if  te  ac- 
ceptable unto  Gc6'.^  :  in  va-n  do  v,e  inj^gire  unr  peace  ib  made 
through  him  in  heaven,  unlcfj  on  eaiih  wcfv/lciu  f^eace  vith 
all  men ^  and  ih^x  uni\eifal  holin.f  of  life  uUhout  whub  no 
manjballfee  th^  Lord**» 

*  Rop.  iii.  26.  fPfal.  Ixxxv.  ic.  ^  Hal.  vi.  41. 

§  Heb.  vi.  6 .  I  L^J^e  vi,  46.  ^  Kom.  xii.  1. 
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Jf  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Chrijl^  yje  are  of  all  me^ 
moft  mifcrabUn 

\ 

T  N  the  words  preceeding  thefe,  the  apoftle,  after  fetting  forth, 
in  fcveral  particulars,  the  evidence  of  our  tleffcd  Lord's  re- 
furrcftion,  goes  on  to  prove  from  it  the  important  dodrine  of 
a  general  refurreftion  to  eternal  life. 

It  may  feem  to  us  now  very  ftrange,  that  anyi  who  called 
themfelves  chriftians,  could  make  the  leafi  doubt  of  fo  known 
and  eiTential  an  article  of  the  chriliian  faith.    But   if  we  ccn- 
fider  the  flatc,  ia  which  the  world  was  then,  we  (hall  wonder  no 
longer,  that,  of  profefled  believers,   there  fliould  be  fome,  who 
did  not  believe  the  dead  would  be   raifed  again.     Among  the         1 
^ewj^  the  Pharifees  indeed  were  firmly  perfuaded  of  this  truth.         ] 
But  the  Saddiicees,  a  confiderable  ftft,  though  not  for  the  num-         | 
bers.  yet  for  the  rank  of  thofe  y/ho  embraced  it,   rcjefied  the         j 
doctrine  of  a  futucr  life  intirely :   and  looked  on   the  rcfufrcc-         | 
tion,  as  a  thing  peculiarly  incredible.    Not  with  Handing  which,         I 
as  they  held  a  prefent  providence  that  rules  the  world,  they         | 
mi^t  many  pf  them,  reading  the  pr editions  of  the  Old  Tcfta- 
mcnt  concerning  the  MefTiah,  feeing  the  accompli (hment  of         | 
them  in  th*  perfon  of  ye/us ^  and  ft  ruck  with   the   miracles, 
which  he  and  his  followers   performed,  be  perfuaded,  on  the 
whole,  that  he  was  fent  from  God ;  an4  yet  be  very  back- 
ward to  underftand  what  he  taught,  when  he  contradiAed  their 
former  prejudices.     But  the  heathens  were  Jftill  more  likely 
to  a£k  thus.     For  amongft  them,  even  the  ileadieft    believers 
of  a  future  ft  ate  all  dift)elieved  the  rifing  again  of  the  body,  as 

a  thing 


I 
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a  thing  both  impofiible  and  unfit :  for  their  men  of  leamiag 
thought  it  only  the  prifon  of  the  foul;  which  mufl  always  be 
an  impcdimsnt,  inflead  of  a  help  to  it.  Suppofe  then  chriiti* 
anitj  preached,  with  proper  evidence,  to  fuch  peribns  as  thefc : 
they  would  receive  very  gladly  what  was  fa  id  of  the  remUIion 
orSn$,  the  obligations  to  virtue,  the  future  life  of  the  foul, 
happy  or  miferable,  according  to  every  one's  deods.  Bat  whea 
the  refarreftion  of  the  body  was  taught,  there  muft  evidciuly 
be  great  danger,  cither  that  they  would  rejecl  th^  wiiole'cfthe 
gcfpel,  becaufe  of  this  one  fesmingly  incredible  part ;  as  the 
philofophers  ^x.  Athens  did,  who  are  mentioned  in  ihtr  ABs  f 
or  elfe,  that  they  would  fo  interpret  this  part,  as  to  reconcile 
it  with  their  preconceived  opinion.  Accordingly,  the  hiftory 
of  the  church  informs  us,  that  fcveral,  in  the  firft  ages, 
thought  our  Saviour  died  and  rofe  again,  not  in  reality,  bat 
in  miraculous  appearance  only.  And  others  had  equally  wild 
fancies  in  other  articles  of  religion  :  as  indeed  it  was  very  na.- 
tural  for  them  to  entertain  furprifing  imaginations,  about 
matters  fo  intirely  new  to  them  ;  efpecially  when,  ia  all  like- 
lihood, great  nuinbers  Vere  converted  to  the  belief  of  chrifti- 
anity  in  general,  by  feeing  or  being  informed  of  thp  miracles 
wrought  in  its  favour  i  who  perhaps  had  no  opportunity,  for 
foaie  tirtie,  of  hearing  the  particular  doctrines  of  it  explained 
fo  diftinftly,  by  thofe  who  thoroughly  underftocd  them,  as  to 
be  fet  right  in  every  point.  And  this  may  poffibly  have  been 
one  chief  reafpn  of  the  many  ft  range  qodoiis,  that  we  find 
fome  of  the  early  chriftians  embraced. 

Bcfides,  they  might  the  more  eafily  be  miftaken,  in  the  cafe 
before  us,  on  this  account :  that  the  apoftlcs,  imitating  the 
language,  already  in  ufe  concerning  the  Jew:J}j  profeJytes, 
esprelTed  the  change,  which  chriftiauiiy  made  in  the  tempers 
and  condition  of  men,  by  the  phrafes  oi  dying  to  Jln^  being 
luried  with  Chriji  in  baptifmy  and  rijing  again  to  newnefs  of 
life.  The  ignorant  or  prejudiced  might  hiiftily  conclude  from 
hence,  that  no  other  rifing  again  was  intended  to  be  taught ; 
and  that  therefore  the  refurreSlion  nvas  paji  already ^  as  we  are 
told  by  our  apollle,  fome  affirmed*.  . 

Now  this  error,  if  it  comprehended  the  denial  of  a  future 
ftate,  fubverted  the  main  purpofe  of  chriftianity :  which  was, 
JaflQcncing  the  world  to  piety  and  virtue,  from  the  expefliation 

i?f 
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of  that  Hat*.     And  where  only  the  future  life  of  the  body  waj 
denied;   even    that,  b^    confcquence,    made  the  gpfpcl  of  w 
ejfifi.     For  if  the  rtfurreftion  of  it   was  a  thing  ioipoiiibie, 
\^hich  all,  who  rejeded  it,  feem  to  have  held ;  then  the  lefur* 
.  tech  n  of  Chriil  was  a  thing  impoflible.  Yet  this  was  the  main 
fa6l,  to   which    the  ap».ltles  were    app.Mtitcd  to  bear  witnefs, 
and  lay  the  ilrcfs  ci  their  canfr-upn  it.     If  tliere  fore  they 
•  erred   here,    ihey   dcurved  belief  in  nothing :   their  preaching 
otvjj  v^jin^  and  the  faith  of  their  folloTvers  vain  alfo\^     Or, 
fu.  jA^fmg  chnttr)*.4:>  had   llill  fufEcient  evidence  lefi^  yet  in 
aTiM'»'er  f  nfe,  it   *Aoaid  be  vain^   that   is,    incffeclual  to    tbc 
fcrgiv.nefs  of  our  Ims  ;  the   very  foundation   of  which  is,  that 
Z'f,  u'Z/O  \s>a5  dehvsredfor  our  offences^  rofe  again  for  our  jufti* 
ficnti'jnl.     It  iber-fure  he  is   not  rifen,   we  arc  notjuftiiied: 
iu  sppe.irs  not,  that  his  death  wa^  more  than  that  of  a  coaiEioo 
mail ;  he  continues  unde*    the  power  of  it,  not  able  to  help 
hirafclt,   iruch    iefs  others ;  and  human  kind  remains,  ?s  it 
was   beiore,  liable  to   future  puniihment,    and   uncertain^  of 
future  reward.     This  is  the  ap.^ftle's  reasoning,  juil  before  the 
text ;  If  the  dead  rife  not^  then  is  not  Chrift  raifed :  and  ifChrift 
he  not  raifed^  your  faith  is  vain, ye  are  yet  in  yourJins\,     Kc 
goes  on  :^  then  they  alfo^  which  are  fallen  ajleep  in  Cbrift^  an 
peri/hedW'     Neither  dying  in  the  chrillian  faith,  nor  dying  for 
,  it,  can  do  them  good  with  refpeft  to  a  future  life.     And  tfis^ 
this  life  only.  v:e  have  hope  in  Chrift ^  as  very  probably  fome  of 
the  Sadducee  converts    might   think,  we  are  of  all  men  mofi 
Kiiferablc'.  or,  as  tlie  original  word  flrifily  fignines,  wo/r^iV/^ 
ble.  .  . 

Now,  of  what  perfoBS  this  is  faid,  and  on  what  account  it  is 
true  of  them,  a  great  doubt  hath  been  raifed^ 

Some  have  gone  fo  far,  as  to  affirm,  that,  in  the  prcfent 
world,  brutes  arc  happier  then  men,  and  bad  men  than  goo<i. 
But  of  the  former  of  thefc  points,  at  Icaft,  plainly,  the  apoftlc 
faith  nothing.  Others  underftand  him  to  mean,  that  the  con- 
dition of  moral  heathens  in  this  life  is  better  than  that  of  cbrif- 
tians,  becaufe  of  the  difficult  duties,  and  fevere  relhaints,  which 
are  ptculiar  to  the  latter.     But  evidently  he  doth  not  fay  at 

all, 

•  Origcr,  Com.   in  Matth,  x:tU,  23.  torn.  I7-  p   8tT.   infifls,  that  the 
apoftle  writes  here  againll  perfons  dilbelievlng  a  future  life  ;  and  thatbw 
orguments  arc  not  coDOiuTive  againft  thoic  who  dilbelicvc  a  rcfurreAioo 
♦aly.    1  have  endeavoured  to  (hew  the  contrary  in  what  foUowi, 
t  Cor.  xti.  14.     \  Rom.  it.  25.    S  »  Cor.  xv.  16, 17.     |  Verfc  i*. 
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all,  what  tke  condition  o£  any  perfons  adualij  is  :  but  onlj  what 
it  would  be,  if  thej  had  not  the  hope  of  hereafter  to  fupport 
them.*  And  therefore,-  with  that  hope,  good  xpcn,  and  good 
cbriftians,  may,  even  at  prefcnt,  be  happier  than  others  j  though 
it  were  true,  that,  without  it,  they  would  be  noore  miferable. 
Not  that  he  meant  to  affirm,  that  they  would-be  more  mif^rabln 
were  the  profpecl  of  a  better  ftatc  out  of  the  qucftion*  ¥?s 
from  it.  . 

Read  but  the  defcription,  which  he  gives  of  the  tIcious  part 
of  the  heathen  world,  in  the  beginning  of  his  epiftle  to  the 
Romajts  ;  where  he  tells  us,  God  bad  given  them  over  to  a  re* 
probate  mind,  to  do  thofe  things^  which  are  not  convenient ;  being 
JilUd  with  all  unrighteoufnefsy  fornicatiou^  wickednejs^  covet'* 
mfnefs  malicioufnejs^  tnvy^  murder^  ftrife^  deceit^  malignity ; 
without  under/ianding^  without  natural  affeSlion^  iviplacahle^ 
unmerciful*.  Gould  lie  poffibly  think  this  a  happy  (late?  He 
appeals  td  their  own  experijjnce  for  the  contrary  :  what  fruit 
had  yt  then  in  thofe^  things^  whereof  ye  are  now  afhamedf?' 
heathen,  vices  then  he  did  not.  think  at  all  conducive  to 
the  enjoyment  of  life:  nor  doth  ho  ever  intimate,  that 
heathen  virtues,  wete  more  fo,  than  chriftian  graces.  ^  So  far  as 
they  arc  both  the  fanae,  they  muft  have  the  fame  effects  :  and 
there  are  few  cafes,  if  any,  in  which  the  gofpel,  rightly  under- 
ftood,  is  more  ftrid  than  reafon,  duly  cultivated :  befides  that 
tWe  precepts  of  it,  whi^h  are  the  ftridieft  of  all,  perhaps 
contribute  the  moil  of  all  to  our  hapinefs  here ;  by  ftriking 
at  the  root,  from  whence  pur  faults  and  uncafinefles 
fpriqg,  and  requiring  of  us  that  inward  felf-government 
which  is  the  only  means  of  true  felf» enjoyment.  There  is  alfo 
another  exceeding  great  advantage  of  chriflian  virtue ; 
that  the  gpfpcl  affords  ijich  peculiar  evidences  and  means  of 
God's  grace  an^  affiftance,  in  proportion  as  we  need  it,  to 
do  every  thing,. to  which  he  calls  us  ;  that  though  we  were  not 
to  add  the  confidcration  of  his  rewarding  us  hereafter,  yet  be- 
lievers, would  undoubtedly  be  capable  of  going  through  the  fame  ' 
difRculties  with  much  greater  fpirit,  comfort  and  fuccefs,  than 
other  men.  And  accordingly  our  Saviour  affures  us  that  his 
joie  i>  ea^j  and  his  burthen  lightX^  And  St.  Paul  yet  more 
diilinfily  affefts,  that  godlinefs^  meaning  certainly  chriftian 
^  godlinefs, 
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godlioefs,  is  profit fible  unto  all  things ^  having  pramife  of  tht 
life  that  now  w,  as  well  as  that  which  is.  to  come*. 

Bot  of  vrhom  can  it  be  then«  that  he  fpeaks,  when  he  £uth 
fo  exprefsly ,  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Chri(t^  we 
tare  of  all  men  mojl  miferable  ^  I  a;ofwer»,  ..of  the  vei^r  fyis^t^ 
^nrhom  he  denoted,  bj  the  word  We^  the  laft  time  he  uird  iu 
but  a  few  lines  before  :  of  the  witneffes  of  Child's  refurxec. 
tion,  and  the  j>rea£hers  of  his  gofpel  ;  who  then  fafferedfas^y 
afHf£ltoii9  on  account  of  it  in  this  .life.;  and  were  wretifticd 
indeed,  if  thej  had  no  profpcft  of  being  the  better  for  it  in  an- 
.  other  r  as  were  cerfainlj  in  proportion  alfo  their  firft  follow- 
ers. For  in  that  age,  all  that  lived  godly  in  Chrift  Jefusjuf- 
Jered  per/ecutionf  I  znd  J^new^  7LS,  the  apolUe  elfvv here  reminds 
them,  that  they  were  appointed  thereuntop 

Not  thofe  duties  therefore,  which  alwajs  belonged  to  the 
chriftiah  profeflion,  but  thofe  fuffcrings^  which  then  attended 
it,  were  the  rcafon,  that,  had  not  the  hopes  of  a  i^etter  life 
throtigh  Chrift  fuj^orted  them,  they  had  been  the  moft  mijer- 
able  of  all  men.  And  this  appears  more  plainly  yet  from  the 
feqael  of  the  difcOurfe  ;  where,  refnmiog  this  part  of  the  fab- 
jcft  again,  he  doth  not  argue,  If  the  dead  rife  not^  why  do  we 
live  fobcrly  and  righteoufly  5  as  he  doubtlefs  ought  to  have  done, 
if  fobriety  and  righteoufnefs  were  prejudicial  in  this  world  f 
bur,  if  the  dead  rife  not^  why  ftand  we  in  jeopardy  every 
honr\  f  What  advuntageth  it  me^  that  I  have  fought  with  beaju 
at  Ephefus^  if  the  dead  rife  «o^||? 

Efe  doth  indeed,  after  this,  immediately  fubjoin,  lei  us  eat  and 
drink  ;for  to-morrow  we  die.  But  thefe  words,  in  the  paffage 
of  Ifaiah^^  from  whence  they  are  taken,  ftand  in*  oppofitiony 
not  to  teuipLrarce,  but  to  mortification  and  fafting.  And  here 
rtiey  do  not  me  in,  let  us  indulge  debauchery  and  excefs:  bat,' 
let  tts  not  deprive  ourfclvcs,  if  we  can  hope  for  ilo  future  ad- 
vantage from  it,  of  the  innocent  fatisfaSions  and  comforts  of 
life,  v.'hile  it  lafts.  The  exprcfEon  may  indeed  foraetimes  be 
tifed  in  a  bad  f^nfe :  but  it  is  moft  frequently  ufed  in  a  good 
one ;  as,  to  mention  no  more,  where  our  Saviour  faith  of  him- 
felf,  that  he  came  eating  and  drinhing**.^  and  where  St.  Paa^ 
nicads,  have  we  not  power  to  eat  and  to  drini\\,^  His  intentioir 

therefore' 

•  I  Tim.  iv.  8.      t  2  Tim.  lii.  ta.       1 1  Theff.  iii.  3- 
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therefore  was  only  to  bj :  *  if  there  be  no  ^refurredlon,  if 
Chrill  be  not  ridBO,  if  his  religion  caa  be  of  no  fervice  to  us 
bereafter»  let  us  not  make  eurrelves  miferable  for  the  fake  of 
it  here :  let  us  not  fpend  our  lives,  as  he  elfwhere  declares  he 
did  hisi  for  the  fenrioe  of  the  gofpel,  in  wearinefs  and  painfuU 
mjs^  in  hunger  and  tbhfi^  in  cold  and  nakedneft^\  but  renoun« 
ciog  what  onljr  hriilgs  on  ns  f ruitlefs  fufferingSf  mpj  our  eaie 
Vkt  other  wife  men.  Thcfe  confequences  he  knew  would 
flartle  thofe,  whom  he  prefled  with  them ;  and  fhew  them  tbt 
neceffitjt  either  of  abandoning  their  fatith  entirely,  which  he 
was  certain  they  would  not,  or  of  admitting  the  refurrtftioa 
for  one  article  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole  then  it  appears,  that  the  perfecutions,  not 
the  dudes  of  chriAianity,  were  what  would  have  made  the 
bdieyers  in  it  miiierable,  had  the  hope,  which  it  gave  them^ 
been  confined  tx>  this  life.  And  indeed^  though  poiBbly  God 
Bight  have  appointed,  that  doing  oar  a^tj  (hould  be  attended 
of  neceffity  with  greater  oneafineCs  and  lefs  pleafure  here,  than 
trsnfgreffing  it:  yet  fuch  a  confiitution  of  things  would  have 
made  his  moral  perfedions,  and  his  providence,  much  more  ' 
doubtful  \  for  prefent  appearance  would  then  have  been  al- 
together againft  them :  and  this  would  greatly  have  difcour« 
aged  the  prsidice  of  virtue ;  amongfl  all  men  indeed,  but  ef« 
pecially  in  thofe  many  ages  and  countries,  Which  had  no  clear 
knowledge,  whatever  glimmerings  they  might  have,  of  a 
future  ftate* 

It  is  true,  fbme  excellent  perfons  have  imagined,  that   the 
fewer  advantages  they  allowed  to  virtue  here  in  their  pious 
difcourfes  and  writings,  the  more  fully  they  fhould  prove  it 
muft  be  rewarded  hereafter :  and  therefore  have  ftrenuoufly 
pleaded  for  the  prefent  hajqiinefs  of  vice.     But  we  ought  not 
to  ftare  things  otherwife  than  they  are,  in  order  to  draw  ufeful 
condufions  :  and  no  good,  will  come  of  it.     Being  perfuaded, 
that  wickednefs  is  happier  at  prefent,  may  Incline  as  many  to 
think  God  is  not  difpleafcd  with  it ;   a&  any  reafoning^  from 
his  attributes  will  incline  to  think  he  is.     For«'  if  the  ilate  of 
thmgs  be  contrived  by  his  providence  to  favour  bad  men  more 
than  good  now;  this  may  well  raife  a  doubt,  whether  the  Tame 
providence  will  fo  certainly  do  juft  the  eontrary  in  the  nekt 
world.    And  a  very  fmall  bof^e  of  elcaping  puniibment  ther^ 
.  \QUlh  M  wUI 
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will  efie&ually  decermlne  men  to  live  as  thej  ought  not,  tf  U 
be  acknowledged  their  iacereft  here*  Or  fappofiog  it  evt^  fe 
plain*  that  if  virtue,  on  the  whole,  fuAip  is  this  life^  it  flmft 
be  rewarded  in  sinother;  jet  what  we  call  virtue  is  ourfelvee 
will  be  far  from  intitling  us  to  fuch  vewtr4i>  And  fuppofiog 
anj  creature  faultlefslj  obedient,  the  }«ftiee  of  God  will  be 
bound  to  beflow  on  it  no  greater  and  no  longer  reward,  dnui 
will  barelj  make  amends  for  its  fuffi^rings.  And  if  we 
•rgue  from  his  goodneis  ;  hit  doing  ever  fo  much  for  it  oft 
eartht  will  be  no  manner  of  objedioa  »gaiaft  his  doing^  ftitt 
Haore  in  heaven*  For  that  will  be  only  carry ing  on  a-fcbeme, 
which  he  hath  already  begun,  and  therefore,  we  may  jiiftly 
prefame,  he  will  compleat..  if  a  moral  and  vetigioiu  behaviom 
be  according  to  the  natural  courfe  pf  thioga  in  this  worlds  be* 
neficial  to  men,  and  a  wicked  and  imptoos  one  hurtful  $  a$  I 
hope  you  have  often  heard  them  proved  to  be  l  tbeo  we  b^vn^ 
clear  evidence  of  fad,  that  God«  wbo  hatb  ittadie  them  fo^.  dodi 
^dually  reward  the  one  and  punifli  the;  otbtr.  And  tboa|(kat( 
prefent  his  recompences  are  neither  exa&ly  proportioned^  mm 
without  e:(ception  conilant :  yet,  as  we  fee  many  ctafonst  that 
foayjuftty  occafion  this,  and  cannot  but  acknowledge  then 
may  be  many  more ;  there  arifes,  from  the  whole,  great 
foundation  for  hope,  that  the  plain  difliadioo,  which  be  hath 
made  already,  will  be  jet  more  perfeftiy.  made  in  a  proper 
time.  So  that  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  apprehend  we  muft 
neceffarily  be  mifcrable  here,  in  order  to  be  happy  hei*eafter; 
or  to  lie  under  the  imputation  of  depreciating  virtue,  and  mak- 
ing it  good  for  nothing  to  its  votaries,  in  this  world,  in  order 
to  fecure  it  a  retribution  in  the  next.  Reafon  doth  not  dired 
to  that  method  :  Revelation  hath  not  taken  it;  and  the  teachers 
and  profeflbrs  of  chriilianity  fhould  aVoid  expofing  themfelves 
to  a  charge,^  from  which  chriftianity  itfclf  is  perfeftly  free. 

But  ftill,  were  we  to  fpeak  of  virtue,  as  always  its  own  re- 
ward here,  and  attaining  its  end  fufliciently  in  the  coropafs  of 
this  narrow  life  ;  that  would  be  an  extreme  on  the  other  hand, 
and  a  ^trj  pernicious  one ;  whatever  great  names  have  coun- 
tenanced it,  fome  with  good  defigus,  and  fome  with  bad.  Such 
jextravagant  praifes  of  moral  beauty  and  excellency  will  feldom 
have  any  other  effed,  where  they  have  mofi,  than  raiting  ai| 
cnthufialm  for  it,  that  will  be  little  more  than  notional,  or  as 
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affs&ttion'of  ir,  dnt  will  be  nodiiiig  more  than  talk.  And 
wiih  the  cooler  part  of  gnankiadt  attemptiog  to  perfuade  diem 
«f  the  contrarj  t0  *«hat«  in  manj  ca{es«  tiiej  fee  and  feel,  is 
Miig  aU  credit ;  and  making  everj  thing  that  is  (aid  to  tbe 
idvaotage  of  right*  eonduA  fufpiclpus,  hj  iofifting  on  moiv, 
dfosi  can  po/Htil/be  true. 

'-  The  real  ftate  of  the  cafe  is  plainly  this.  A  temper  and 
heharioar  of  piety,  juftice,  benevolence,  and  rational  fclf-go- 
Verimient^  is  fitted  in  its  natiAxe  to  make  our  lives  here  as 
b«{>i^,  as  we  can  oiake  them.  And  therefore,  though  we  had 
so  farther  profpeft,  onr  prefeat  interdl  would,  generally 
Qieaking,  confift  m  thefe  things  :  and  would  always  coafift  in 
Ckiem,  if  no  particular-  circumftaoces  happened,  to  make  ex- 
ceptions. But  the  misfortune  is^  that  fuch  circumfiances  do 
frequently  happen.  Some  men  have,  from  their  very  confti* 
ftition^  peculiady  firong  propenfities  to  fin,  which  give  them 
kmg.and  painful  ei^ercife;  and,  after  all,  can  barely  be  kept 
mider,  not  rooted  out,  let  them  do  what  they  will.  1$  chis  a 
Hate  of  eojoymetit,  aixd  its  own  reward  ?  Or  a  Hate  of  warfare, 
fliat  reqixires  a  future  retompence,  proportionable  to  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  it,  to  make  it  eligible  ?  but  others  are  yet  moifi  un- 
happy. They  have  ^ded  evil  habits  to  evil  inclinations  :  and, 
if  they  wtU  amend  their  ways,  m«(l  (eel  deep  remorfe  for 
what  they  have  done  amifs  already ;  asMi  go  through  infinite 
difficulties  to  do  right  for  the  time  to  come,  in  cpntradiAion 
to  all  their  bad  cuftoms,  their  inflamed  paffions,  their  vicious 
Uriends  :  mttft  bear  great  repttmch,  perhaps  undergo  much  iofs, 
in  making  reparation  far  the  injuries  they  have  committed  : 
when  the  whole  of  this  nught  poffibly  have  been  avoided,  by 
perfifting  in  their&rmer  courfe.  And,  it  may  be,  after  all,  they 
have  a  profpcft  at  moft,  barely  of  living  long  enough  to  ac- 
compliih  the  change,  but  not  to  enjoy  it.  Who  is  there  now, 
that  can  well  be  more  mferahle^  than  fuch  a  man's  refolutioi^ 
of  amendment  makes  him,  if  in  thif  life  nnly  ht  hath  hope.^ 
Here  then  is  a  plain  cafe,  in  which  the  belief  of  a  future  ftate 
is  able  to  defend  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  every  thing  elfe 
unable.  But  that;  already  mentioned,  of  perfecution,  is  a  plain- 
er ftill.  When  men  aretofufTer  ihame  and  infamy,  penalties 
Slid  imprifonments,  pains  and  tortures,  for  the  fake  of  true  re- 
ligion, as  multitudes  have  done ;  or  of  moral  honeily,  as  has 

been 
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been  the  cafe  of  too  man  j  :  what  U  there  in  the  (oUrit  confckmC- 
ncfs  of  doing  their  dnty,  fnfficient  to  compcnfate  for  thcfc 
things,  to  fouls  of  any  common  make,  if  fuch  confcioufncfs 
alone  be  all  the  comfort  they  are  to  have,  ^nd  even  that  very 
foon,  perhaps  inftantly,  to  die  with  them?  Dndoobtipdly  the 
fenfe  of  afting  as  we  ought  is  a  powerful  fupport.  But,  in 
c;ife3  of  extremity,  it  is  mocking  the  miferies  of  the  good,  to 
propofe  that  fingle  remedy,  as  enough  for  thena.  And  though 
it  may  happen  but  feldom,  that  they  /ufir  a  great  deal  far 
righteoufntfs  fah€^\  yet  they  very  often  fuffer  mpre  or  lefs  for 
it.  And  whoever  doth  not  fee,  how  happy  it  is  in  every  in- 
ilance  of  this  fort,  and  how  oeceflary  in  moft,  that  the  encour- 
agements of  futurity  fliould  come  in  to  the  aiSftance  of  the 
prefcnt  motives  to  do  wellr  hath  either  very  little  attention 
to  the  weaknefs  of  human  minds ;  or  very  little  concern  to 
have  virtue  praQifed,  how  vehemently  foever  he  may  plead 
for  its  being  applauded; 

I  will  not  enlarge  on  a  farther  confideration,  though  an  ex« 
ceedingly  material  one,  that  the  fufferings,  which  mankind  in 
general  have  to  go  through,  are  fo  frequent  and  fo  heavy,  that 
there  is  much  need  of  a  better  profpeft  to  alleviate  them  ;  and 
though  the  pious  and  virtuous  were  never  to  be  the  mofl  mifer* 
abU  ofaffmen^  yet  allmn^  in  one  psfrt  or  another  of  their  daj$, 
would  be  mifirahh  mor^  than  enough,  if  they  had  hope  in  this 
Ufe  only. 

The  expedation  of  future  bleffednefs,  therefore,  eyen  when 
it  was  more  doubtful,  was  a  Hght  JUning  in  a  dariplaeef^  to 
cheer  the  fainting  hearts^  and  direA  the  wandering  fteps  of  the 
children  of  men.  Yet  ftill  to  have  happinefs  in  their  wew, 
witU  fuch  uncertainty,  as  former  ages  were  in,  whether  it  cou]4 
be  attained  or  not,  muft  unqueftionably  mix  great  anxiety  with 
their  expedations  ;  and  leave  their  circumftances,  on  the  whole, 
very  pitiable.  But  God,  in  his  mercy,  hath  removed  all  doubts 
from  us ;  not  only  by  e^prefs  promifes,  but  an  experimental 
proof  alfo,  of  a  refurredion  to  life  everlafting,  in  the  perfon 
of  our  bltfled  Lord :  that  through  him  we  might  have  tie 
firongejl  confolaiion^  when  vsefiy  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the 
hope  fet  before  ue  ^  which  hope  we  have  as  an  ancSor  ofthg/onl^ 

fur^ 
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furt  andjleifafi^  and  which  eniirttb  ^itbiuihf  Viil;  whtiUr 
aijh  the  forerunner  jk  alreadj  enUreifir  usy  even  Jefus*, 

Yoa  cannot  bot  fee  thisny  J)C  what  gttaX  confequence  it  is  for 
all  wiiie  men  to  encourage  this  faith,  and  all  good  men  to  hav^ 
frequent  recouiie  ta  it.  For  the  principal  reafon,  whjr  we  are 
fi>  fault  J  and  fo  wretched  in  this  life  is,  that  we  attend  fo  little 
to  the  rewards  of  another.  VI 9  ourfdves  perhaps  do  not  fuC* 
pedfhow  little  it  is.  Would  God  that  every  one  who  hear* 
me,  would  make  a  diligent  examination,  what  ihare  of  his  da* 
fires,  his  hopes,  and  bis  fears,  theunfeen  world  ukes  up ;  and  feri* 
ouflj  alk  himfclf,  whether  it  €iin.  poffibly  be  fit,  that  the  in* 
fioitel  J  moil  important  part  of  his  condition  fliould  be  allowed 
|jp  verj  much  the  lead  part  of  his  thoughts. 

But  then  to  think  pf  our  condition  to  good  tfft€t ;  we  muit 
be  fare,  not  to  fet  our  minds  more  on  the  privileges,  tjian  ^ 
duties  of  it ;  but  remember,  that  as  the  virtuous  would  fome. 
times  be  the'moft  miferable  of  men,  if  there  were  no  expefiU 
.^tion  of  futurity ;  fo  the  ticious  muft  be  always  the  moft  mife^ 
rable,  if  there  be  any.  Every  proroife  of  the  gofpel  is  a  ihrcat- 
ning  to  them  ;  and  the  doArine  of  falvation  will  only  eondcmn 
them  to  fcverer  puni&ments.  Let  every  man  therefore,  who 
hath  hope  in  Chr\fiyfurify  bimfelf  even  ae  he  is  pure\.  An4 
let  every  man,  who  defires  to  do  fo,  remember,  that  he  can  d^ 
it  only,  by  a  ftedfaft  belief;  that  Chrift  died  and  rofc  again  <m 
our  account ;  for  this  is  the  viBory  th^t  overcometb  the  worlds 
even  QurfMth%:  by  an  humUe  dependence  pn  grace  from  above, 
to  be  obtained  by  our  prayers  j/or  w  fire  notfufficient  ofour^ 
Jelves  to  do  any  thin^i  and  by  adilgentandconaantufeof  that 
grace,  in  labouring  to  perform  every  part  of  our  duty  -,  fi)c  we 
arc  to  work  out  our  own  falvation^  becaufe  God  woriefb  in  ue 
hth  to  will  and  to  do\\* 

•  Heb.  VI.  ti-ao.  1 1  John  III  3.  1 1  j^^bD  V,  4 
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IVhenfore  I  faj  unto  you  i  AJl  manner  of  fin  and  htajpbiny 
Jhall  be  forgiven  unto  men :  but  the  blafpbemy  ngainfi  the 
Holy  GhoftfbaU  not  be  forgiven  unto  men* 

And  whofoever  fpeaketh  a  word  again/ithe  Son  ofnum^  itfhaU 
be  forgiven  him :  but  wbofoever  fpeaketh  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoji^  it  Jball  not  be  forgiven  bim^  neither  in  tbit  vforld 
neither  in  the  world  to  come* 

»T»HESE  words  of  our  bleffed  Lord  feldom,  if  ever,  fiul  to 
excite  a  peculiar  attention  and  alarm  in  tbe  mbds  of  all, 
who  read  or  hear  them  ;  and  the  doArlne,  which  thej  contain, 
appears  to  fome,  either  fo  difficult  to  be  underilood,  or  fo  im- 
proper to  be  admitted  ;  and  fills  others  with  fuch  terrors,  or 
finks  them  into  fuch  defpondency ;  that,  for  the  fake  of  great 
numbers,  it  fliould  be  well  explained  from  time  to  tim^«  And  men 
ought  to  have  the  nature  of  this  crime  laid  before  them,  when 
they  are  not  diflurbed  within  by  the  imagination  of  having 
committed  it.  For  when  thej  are,,  the  agitation  of  their  minds 
too  common!/  difqualifies  than  from  judging  rightly  ooncem* 
ing  either  tbe  fenfe  of  the  text,  or  even  their  own  aftions* 

Now  there  are  feveral  fins  againft  the  H0I7  Ghoft,  mention- 
ed in  fcripture  ;  lying  to^^  rejifting\^  temptingt$  grieving^^  qnen* 
€hing^  tbe  fpirit^ :  yet  none  of  thefe  is  ever  (aid  to  be  un- 
pardonable ;  and  therefore,  we  may  be  fure,  none  of  them  is 
fo :  becaufe,  if  it  had,  undoubtedly  the  word  of  God  would" 

have 
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have  ^ttk  iM  that  warning  in  relation  to  it :  whereas  on 
the  Gontr^,  the  text  itfelf,  in  the  plained  words^  affures  us 
thatevefy  fin  is  pardonablei  excepting  one,  which  is  difrerent 
bom  all  thde*    If  dm  eidier  the  wicked*  rcfleding  on  their 
gailt,  or  the  innocent,  overcMie  with  gTOsndlefs  fears,  aife 
appiehenfive,  that  they  have  committed  the    iki  againft  the 
Holy  Gllioft,  aft  they  iilisaUy  cdl  it,  and  therefore   cannot  be 
forgiten :  diey  fliould,  in  the  firft  place,  be  aAsed^  or  afle  them- 
felres,  and  anfwer  diftinftly,  what  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft 
they    have    committed?     What    the    particnlar    thing    19, 
diat  weighs  fe  heavy  npon  them  ^  For.  unlefs  it  be  piecife- 
I7  hlaffbemy  againft  the  Holy  Gboft^  there  Is  no  pretence  for 
faying,  they  eaonet  be  forgtven.     There  are  bat  three  paflages 
in  the  bibk,  that  mention  tliis  matter :  the  text :  Mark  iii.  a8, 
%f*  and  Loke  xii.  xo  :  in  every  one  of  which,  the  very  fame 
word,  hb^^bsmy^  is  nfed ;  an4  no  other.    So  that,  of  what- 
ever fin  die  againft  the  Divine  Spirit  they  may  have  been 
*  gailty,  if  they  have,  not  been  gaihy  of  that,  they  may  undoubt- 
edly be  £M^vtn*    And  this  fingle  obfervatioo,  duly  attended 
to,  is  fiifficiMi  to  prefierve,  or  even  reftore,  the  quiet  ^  multi«- 
tttdes«    But  ftill  too  many,  for  want  of  underftanding  the  na- 
ture of  the  blafphemy  which  our  blefled  Lord  here  means, 
may  falfely  conceive  themfelves  to   be  chargeable  with  it: 
whtift  others,  of  a  different  turn,  may  wonder,  or  be  much  of* 
fended,  at  finding  fo  terrible  a  denunciation  againft  it :  and  a 
third  fort,^  if  they  perceive  no  danger  of  adually  incurring 
this  condemnation,  may  by  no  means  confider,  fo  ferioufly  as 
they  ought,  how  near  it  they  may  come.     I  ihall  therefore  en* 
deavour  to  fliew, 

I.  What  the  blafphemy  agaiitft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  mentioned 

by  our  Saviour,  is, 

II.  What  i^  intended  bj  his  declaration,  that  itjball  not  be 

ftrgvinn^  neither  in  tbie  w&rld  nor  that  to  come, 

IIL  Why  he  paflTes  fo  heavy  a  fentence  on  this  one  fin. 

IV.  Wh^t  thmgs  do,  or  do  not,  approach  towards  it. 

I.  What  the  blafphemy  againft  the  Ghoft,  mentioned  by 
our  Saviour  is. 

Now  the  term  blafphemy^  in  the  original  language  of  the 
New  Teftament,  whence  we  have  derived  it  intb  our  own, 
figm&s  nothing  elfe,  than  fpeaking  evil  of  any  one  unjuftly. 
And  it  is  frequently  ufed  to  denote  fpeaking  evil  of  our  equals ; 
bat  more  pccuSariji  of  our  fuperiors  j  and  .therefore,  moft  emi- 
nently, 


;^  Of  the  Sin  agalajl^  the  Holy  Ght^.         SCK-  U. 

ncntlj,  of  God  the  Father  Almighty,  his  Soaand  Spirit:  towfakl| 
tbree  alone  this  exptefiion  is  co9fiae4  in  our  vulgar  tongue.  BlaC* 
phcmjagainft  the  Holy  Gfaoft,  therefore  isfpeaking  irrevereody 
«md  iojuriouily  of  the  floly  Ghoil;  iirhich  may  be  dene,  by  vflify- 
ing  either  his  perfon,  or  hi»  v^iwlu*    But  of  the  former  our 
Saviour  doth  not  f peak :  for  apthing  bad  happened,   which 
could  lead  him  to  it.     The  J^wt^  whom  he  waa  repn>viog» 
pfofefTed,  smd  hod  the  higheft  i^encration  for  the  Spirit  of 
God:  therefore  th<ey  had  cettaioly  uttered  no  perfeoiA  re* 
proaches  againft  htm :  indeed  it  doth  not  «n«ar^  that  th^ 
had  named  him  in  what  g^ve  rife  to  the  d^laratioiit  piadis  ia 
cfle  text*    But  the  cafe,  to  lay  ic  before  you  is  the  words  of 
the  gafpeU  waa  this.     Tiere  v;ms  brougbt  to  him  eiM  f^ff^ 
with  a  deijil^  bUnd  and  dumb  ;  ami  be  beakd  Um  ;  amd  aO 
the  people  were  ama%ed^  andfaidf  is  not  ibis  tbe  Jam  of  Da^ 
n>idi  But  when  tbe  Pbarifees  beard  it,  they  fmd.  tUe  fMaw 
dub  not  caji  out  devibf   but  by  Betlnebub  tbe  primes  0/ the 
dtoils.     It  follows,  and  Jefus  knew  tbeir  tbou^^\     ITpoa 
which  he  argued  with  thai»  that  dcftroying  the  works  of  tbe 
dcvily  bis  iuflueuce  over  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men,  could  not 
proceed  from  the  devil  himfelf,  for  that  would  be  overturning 
his  own  kingdom ;  but  evidently  ibewed  a  power    oppofite 
smd  liiperior  to  his  :  and  then  he  fubjoined  the  words  now  ua* 
der  confidcration  :  which  many   learned  interpreters  have  un» 
deiftood  tlma  :  that  fiich,  as  were  ignorantly  led  by  common 
prcjodice  to  Ipeak  againil  Chrift,  appearing  only  as  a  fon  of 
man  ;  and,  taking  him  fot  a  mere  man,  reproached  him  with 
being  tbe  carpenttr^s.  fonf,  or  even  gluttonous  and  a  'v)ine* 
bibber,  and  a  friend  of  publicans  and  JinnersX  $  might,  not- 
withftandingv  come  to  lee  their  miftake,  and  be  forgiven  :  hot 
when  he   performed  miracles,  before  their  eyes,    to    re£bify 
their  opinion,  as  he  had  juil  done  then  j  if  they  reviled  thefe 
alfo,  afcribing  them  t|S.  the  ngency.of  tbe  devil,  contrary  to 
all  re^fon,  and   perhaps  to  their  own  confcien^es   too  \  (for 
thus  fome  underHand  the  obfervation,  that  Jeftts  tnew  their 
thoughts  ;)  this  Was  adding  Jin  toJin\  ;  was  an  efftft  imput- 
ing  wickednefs    to  the  holy  fpirit  of  God,  by  reprefentiog 
what     was     plainly    done     byv   him,     as     done     by    an 
evil  being  \    and  ihould  not  be  pardoned.    Nor  can  it  he 

denied 

•  Matth.  xii.  22-*S5*  t  Matth.  xxjji^  1$, 

I  Matth.  ri.  t^-  Luke  vil  34*  S  Xt  zas.  )• 
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denied/  bot  this .  interpretation  feems  to  be  nrach  -coniinned 
.by  St.  Mmriy  wbo.bbfervesi  that  our  Saviour  gave  them  this 
warning,  huaufe  they  faid^  he  hud  dn  unchan  ffirit'^m      « 

But  ftiU  other  eminent  men^  though  thej  allow,  that  he  taji 
OMt  demit f  as  him&lf  exprefly  affirmsf,  and  performed  the  reflt 
of  his  wonderful  works,  by  the  Spirit  of  G«^,  which  is  the  famp 
with  tbe  Hdlj  Gboft ;  yet  remark  very  truly,  that  this  phraftfi 
the  Holy  Ghoft^  thefe  words  thns  joined,  in  the  gofpels  and  afts 
never  figoify  the  power  of  working  miracles^  bnt  often  fignify 
the  fpiritual  gi|tS|  of  fpeaking  with  tongues  and  the  like, 
which  thr- apoflles  received:  and  that  accordingly »  though 
they  had  Idng  before  don^  many  miraclesi  as  well  as  their 
mafter;  we  are  told  notwithftanding  in  the  New  Teilamentt 
tUoaX'^he  Holy  'Ghoft  was  not  yet  givenX  \  but  prom i fed,  after 
our  bk&d .  Lord's  afcenfion*  From  hence  then  they  argue^ 
that  caoformably  to  this  manner  of  fpeaking,  hiafphemy  a* 
gainJI  9he  Holy  Ghofl  muft  mean  vilifying,  not  the  miraculoud 
operatioils,  -  of  which  the  Spirit  was  the  author  then  ;  but  fhe 
farther  mauiifeftations  of  himfelf,  which  were  foon  to  follow 
them  (  ao^  our  Saviour  muft  defign  in  the  tel:t  to  inform  hh 
•ppofersf  that  all  they  had  faid,  and  all  they  (hould  fay  of  hiniy 
while  he  ^remained  on  earth,  as  a  deceiver ^  of  the  people^  and 
even  one  that  bad  a  devil"^^  might  be  forgiven  them  :  but  if, 
when  he  was  gone  to  the  Father ;  and  the  comforter^  or  advo-* 
cate,  for  fo  it  Ibould  be  tranflatcd,  comt^yhy  fupernatural  gifts 
Xoconvincetbeworldofjinybecaufe  they  had  not  believed  on  him**,t 
ifthey  ihould  go  on  then  to  fpeak  evil  of  thefe  alfo,  their  guilt 
Ihoald  never  be  remitted.  And,  in  confirmation  of  this  expo-* 
ficioni  they  obfervc  further,  that  Chriil,  at  his  death,  prayed 
the  Father  toforgive\^  his  crucificrs,  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  reviled  and  derided  both  him  and  his  miracles;  he favei 
other tf  hhf^elfhe  cannot  fave  ;  let  Chrijl  the  hing  of  Ifrael 
dcfcend  now  from  the  croTs^  and  we  will  believe  himtt '  and 
that,  faftably  to  his  mafter^s  example,  St.  P:Her  intreated 
them  afterwards  to  repent  and  be  converted^  that  their  fins 
might  be  blotted  out^^^  which  therefore  was  yet  poffible :  but 
when,  they  ftill  refitted   the  Holy  Ghoft,   after  thefe  fuller 

Vol.  II.  N  proofs 
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proofs  of  his  interpofition,  contraXShtg  and  Majpbeming  i 
dien  the  apoftks  turned  from  thettt^  as  unworthy  of  everjafting 
life^  and  went  to  the  Gentiles^. 

This  later  interpretation,  I  confefs,  appears  to  me  the  more 
probable.  But,  in  this  they  agree:  that  thie  blafphefliy,  whicb 
is  pronounced  unpardonable,  was  not  fpeaking  ev9  of  the  per* 
ion  of  the  Holj  Ghoft,  but  of  the  miraculoas  powers  which 
he  exerted  :  and  the  difference  is  only,  what  miraculous  po^irers 
are  meant;  whether  thofe  mighty  works,  which  our  Savioar 
performed  by  means  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  whik  on  earth  ;  or 
thofe  gifts,  which  were  poured  forth  on  men,  after  h«  a&cnded 
to  heaven  :  a  queftion,  eafy,  no  doubt.  To  be  anfwered  then  i 
but  of  no  importance  to  us  now. 

What  we  are  concerned  to  remark  farther  is,  that  our  blefied 
Lord's  denunciation  was  pointed,  not  againft  fuch  blafphemy 
or  evil*fpeaking,  as  mere  miftake  or  inconfideratenefs  might 
lead  men  into  \  but  fuch,  as  proceeded  from  wilful  and  deli* 
berate  wickednefs  :  for  with  this  he  charges  the  JVmr,  imme- 
diately after  the  text :  0  generation  of  vipers^  bow  can  ye^  be^ 
tug  evil^fpeak  g  ood  things  .^  For  out  of  the  abundance  cftbe  hearty 
the  mouth  Jpeaieth\^  Nor  doth  he  pafs  fo  dreadful  a  fentence 
on  the  ufe  of  opprobrious  language,  concerning  operations  of 
the  Spirit,  manifefled  in  diftant  places  or  times  \  but  concerning 
miracles  performed,  or  fupernatural  gifts  exerciled,  before 
mens  own  ejes  ;  for  that  advantage  they,  to  whom  he  fpoke, 
enjoyed.  Nor  did  even  they  fell  under  this  condemnation  for 
every  hafly  expreiTion  of  contempt ;  but  for  fuch,  as  they  coi}« 
tinued  to  utter,  after  a  fufficient  time  allowed  them  to  grow 
cool  and  fcrious,  and  relied.  For  when,  upon  the  apolHes  re« 
ceiviog  the  gift  of  tongues,  there  were  fome,  that  mocking  Jaid^ 
theje  men  are  full  of  new  wineX  :  though  it  was  certainly  a  blaf- 
^heming  faying  in  itfelf,  and  came  from  a  wrong  difpofition  of 
mind,  and  reflected  on  a  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  done  in  their 
own  prefence ;  yet  being  only  a  fuddea  flight,  St.  Peter  did 
not  impute  it  as  blafphemy  to  them,  but  merely  as  raflmefs  of 
judgment ;  and  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  convince  them  of 
their  miftake,  with  fb  good  effeft,  that  3000  were  converted 
that  very  day.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  only  perfons,  whom 
we  have  ground  to  think  guilty  oiibe  blafphemy  againfl  the 
Holy  Ghoft^  meant  ip  the  text,  are  they,  who  from  bad  naotives^ 

and| 
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ttkl,  as  ve  hjj  im  cold  Ueo3,  revile  and  rail  againft  fudh  oper« 
•tioas  of  the  Diviae  Spirit,  as  are  performed  iQ  their  own  pre- 
iisQCC.    Let  us  now  inquire, 

II.  What  is  the  true  fenfe  of  our  Saviour's  declaration,  that 
tkis  one  inJbaU  not  be  fargiviti^  neither  in  this  frefeut  worlds 
n9r  that  to  come. 

Some  have  apprehended  him  to  Qieaa  only,  that  all  paflion- 
ate  and  injurious  language  on  common  occafions  ihall  be  con- 
fidered  as  XDere  hnmai^  infirmity,  that  doth  not  put  men  out  of 
a  ftate  of  falvation  ;  whereas  the  like  language  concerning  the 
aiacles  and  gifts  of  the  H0I7  Ghoft  doth ;  brings  them  into  a 
condition  of  ^iritual  death,  here,  which,  unlefs  thej  rife  again 
fiom  it  b J  a  particular  repentance,  will  be  followed  bj 
eternal  death  hereafter.  But  fnrelj  it  is  taking  much  too 
gieat  liberty  ;  firft,  bj  all  manner  of  Jin  and  hlafphemy  to  un« 
deriland  only  all  finfuF  evil*fpeaking  about  common  matters, 
though  aur  Saviour  hath  fpecified  fpeaking  againft  himfelf : 
then  to  faji  that  all  evil-fpeaking  about  common  matters  Js 
coofiftent  with  falvation ;  and  laftlj,  when  the  xttx.  affirms  pe- 
remptorily, that  the  hlafpbemy  againft  the  Holy  Ghofi^  and 
that  alone,  JbaU  not  be  forgiven  ;  to  add,  unlefs  men  particu- 
larly repent  of  it :  a  limitation,  for  which  there  is  not  the 
leaft  authority,  and  which  would  bring  down  this  fin  to  juil 
the  lame  level  with  many  more.  Some  a^in  think  the  words 
of  our  blefled  Lofd,  though  expreiTed  abfolutely,  are  meant 
only  in  eomparifon  ;  that  all  other  fins  will  be  forgiven  fooner ; 
and  this  with  the  moft  difiieulty  of  any.  But,  though  doubt. 
le£i  there  are  fome  inftances,  efpecially  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
where  what  Is  faid  pofitively  muft  be  underitood  comparative* 
ly :  yet,  I  think  none  will  be  found  of  that  fort,  where  the 
affertion  is  made  with  fuch  great  and  calm  folemnity,  and  fo 
circumftantially.  Laftly,  not  a  few,  obferving  that  in  all 
writers,  the  moft  general  denunciations  often  admit  no  fmall 
Bumber  of  particular  exceptions,  conceive,  that  this  before  us 
may*«  But  then  feme  foundation  muft  always  appear  for 
fuch  exceptions,  either  in  other  pafiages  of  the  fame  or  other 
writers,  concerning  the  fame  matter^  &r  in  the  nature  of  the 

N  a  thing : 

*  Erafmus  in  his  parephraffc  inrerpreti  it,  vix  inveSet  veniam.  And 
tatrmer  ib  Strjpe's  memorials,  ro\,  i.  p.  70.  faith,  this  fin  is  called  ua* 
i«rpveable,  becaufe  feldoiji  fargiv^n  1  but  00  repentance  it  may. 
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Aing :  and  no  fuch  foundation  hath  yet  hcen  fhcwn  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  Befides,  the  declaration,  that  biafpbemy  againjl 
the  Holy  Ghojljhall  nqt  he  forpven^  is  itfelf  an  exception  from 
a  general  rule,  that  all  manner  ofJtnJbaU  he  forgiven  ;  and  to 
fuppofe  other  exceptions  again  from  this  exception,  feems  very 
unnatural.  It  would  indeed  be  prefuniptuous  to  rcftrain  the 
mercies  of  God  :  but  it  is  equally  and  perhaps  more  dangerous 
\o  extend  them  farther,  than  he  permits  us. 

The  addition,  that  this  fin  Jhall  neither  be  forgiven  in  thit 
ViorJdj  nor  the  world  to  come^  is  taken  by  many  for  no  more, 
than'  t  ftronger  and  fuller  way  of  faying,  that  nfhall  noty  or 
fliall  never^  be  forgiven  :  which  arc  the  cxprefficms  ufed  in  St. 
Mark  and  St.  Luke.  Some  underftand  by  it,  neither  in  the 
age  or  dlfpenfation  of  the  law,  which  was  then  prefent,  when 
our  Saviour  fpoke  ;  nor  of  the  gofpel,  which  was  ready  to 
take  place  of  it :  for  fo  the  phrafes,  this  world  and  the  world 
to  come,  are  ufed  in  fome  paflages  of  the  New  Teftamcnt. 
But  others,  with  good  uppearance  of  truth,  carry  the  meaning 
further,  and  apprehend  it  to  be ;  that,  whereas  corre&ions, 
and  fevere  ones,  are  infii&ed  on  many  fins  in  this  life,  which 
yet,  through  the  grace  an^  mercy  of  God,  are  not  imputed,  to 
mens  condemnation,  at  the  lad  day  :  for  this  fin,  on  the  coo* 
trary,  botli  heavy  punifliment  fiiould  fall  on  the  guilty  here, 
and  heavier  yet  hereafter.  And  accordingly,  in  faft,  thcfc 
blafphemous  yews  underwent,  in  a  few  years,  the  moft  dread- 
ful temporal^judgcments  :  nor  have  we  caufe  to  think  of  their 
eternal  (late  olherwife,  than  with  great  horror.  Such  then 
being  the  fcnfe  of  our  Saviour's  words,  let  us  enquire, 

IIT.  Why  he  paffed  a  fentence,  thus  peculiarly  fevere, 
againft  this  one  only  fin. 

Now,  had  the  offence  been  fpeaking  irreverently  concerning 
the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  it  would  not  have  been  eafy  to 
alfign  any  reafon,  why  that  fiiould  he  lefs  pardonable,  than 
the  fame  irreverence  towards  the  Father,  or  the  Son.  "But 
fince,  as  you  have  feen,  it  was  vilifying  his  miraculous  oper- 
ations and  ^ifls  :  there  appear  in  it  the  moft  evident  marks  of 
fuch  guilt  and  d|nge4  as  could  belong  to  no  other.  It  wai 
the  grcateft  and  wilfuleft  obftinacy  in  the  wrong,  that  can  be 
imagined  ;  when  they,  and  all  around  them,  faw  the  moft  il- 
}uftrioas  and  beneficial  miracles,  done  in  confirmation  of  the 

moft 
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moft  holy  «nd  benevolent  do^rine,  to  ftand  out  in  oppofitioa 
to  both :  to  ickfift,  that  the  devil  coofpired  agaihft  himfrlfy.  r;u 
ther  than  own  the  finger  of  God»  where  ic  was  fo  exceedingly 
Tifi>}i: :  and  not  only  to  blafpheme  the  Son  of  man  thus,  dur-* 
ing  his  ftate  of  humiliation,  at  which  indeed  their  prejudices 
might  naturally  take  fome  cQnfiderable  offence  ;  but  after  hf 
W9»  exalted  by  the  right  band  of  God*;  and  had  baptized  hin 
apoftles  with  the  Holy  Gba/t  and  with  fire^  as  'John  bad  for<v 
told  he  fliouldf  ;  and  enabled  them  by  that  means,  both  to  do 
greats  nvorks  than  bimfelfX^  ^nd  befides  tp  underfiand  allmyfm 
'ttries\^  to  difaru  and  makt  manifejl  the  fecrets  of  heart s^^  %o 
J^ak  with  uuinown  tongues^,  to  fbew  beforehand  things  to 
come**^  to  confer  the  fame  gifts  on  whom  they  would  f  and 
wheo  every  aflembly  of  chriAians  afforded  ;ilmoft  daily  proofs 
,of  thefe  things  ;  to  periift  yet,  neither  entering  into  the  iing* 
dom  of  heaven  tbemfelve^t  nor  fuffering  others   to  enter  i;iff  ; 
9nd  not  only  to  oppofe,  bnt  to  revile^  the  ftrongeft  evidence, 
•laid  before  them  in  the  fuUeft  manner ;  and  that;  very  probab- 
ly, againft  the  fepret  convidipn  of  their  own  hearts  too ;   foch 
behaviour  manifefts  the  moft  hardened  and  defperate  wicked- 
'Uefs.     AH  men  muft  fuppofe  it,  and  our  Saviour  knew  it,  to 
proceed  from  an  incurable  difeafc  within  ;  prevailing  over  the 
powerfulleft  and  laft  remedy,  which  divine  wifdom  thought 
fit  to  ufe :   and  therefore  his  declaration,  however  awful,  was 
but  the  natural  confequence  of  the  ftate  they  were  in.     Had 
they  only  doubted,  had  they  only  denied,  there  might  have 
been  fome  hope  of  them ;   but  when  men  are  come  to  railing  - 
and  blafpheming,  as  they  were,  they  have  done  with  attending 
and  confidering.     Yet  ftill,  had  they  only  rejedlcd  the  teftimo» 
ny  of  others  concerning  the  wonderful  operations  and  gifts  of 
the  Spirit;  ftronger  teftimony  of  others,  or  that  of  their  own 
fcnCcs,   might  have  been  added  :  but  when  this  laft  had  been 
vouchfafed  them,  there  could  poflibly  be  no  higher.     It  might 
indeed  appear  to  them,  on  maturer  refle£tion,  more  convino^ 
ing,  than  at  firft  :  but  after  fufficient  leifure  to  reficft  hud  been 
alfo  allowed  them,  as  I  have  (hewn  you,  it  was  j  every  thing 
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tfnt  oooM  be  doM  for  them,  confiftcadf  with  ksvng  Aob 
Ire^don  of  willf  had  been  dooet  tod  all  ia  Tain. 
.  This,  joa  fee»  is  plaaolj  a  veij  differanc  cafe  froaa  dial  «f 
any  other  fin.  Aad  the  pecoUar  guilt  and  danger  of  it  coik 
fifls,  sot  in  its  being  coaunitted  againft  the  Holj  Spiiit;  bnt 
19  its  being  a  wilful  aad  obftinate  rejc&ion^  from  wicked  «s^ 
fives,  of  ^e  obIj  means  remaining  ibr  refornoatioo  aad  Sasm 
gtvaneis.  Skippofe  the  proTidanee  of  God  had  fe  ordered  ic» 
that  all  difeafes  flkmld  be  corabie,  bj  ibme  cme  particular 
coorft  of  medectne :  ftill  whoever  defpifed  aad  ridicolad  that 
coarfey  inilead  of  taking  it»  oraft  periih.  Aad  10  like  mai^ 
Her,  though  all  fios  would  elle  be  pardonabk  through  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel :  whoever  Ceoraa  the  ataaofl  e^rts  of  thac 
grace,  muft  fail  of  it.  Aad  our  Saviour  fbrefeeing,  that  thefe 
peribas  would,  proaouaces  their  doom.  Everjr  advantage^ 
that  anj  others  over  were  to  cojoy,  diej  had  cajoyed  to  the 
fall,  without  effcfi :  aad  it  was  not  fiiitable  to  the  haaour  oC 
God's  govemmeat,  or  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  to  ftrive  with 
iuch  bjr  ftill  more  eztraordioaiy  methods;  and  do  for  the 
worfl  <^  men,  what  he  had  not  done  for  the  reft.  Hieir  000- 
dition,  therefore,  was  not,  that  thej  (hoald  be  denied  pardon, 
though  they  did  repent:  but  it  was  forekaowa,  that  Aey 
would  not  repent.  So  that  whoever  doth,  may  he  fure,  for 
that  very  reafoo,  that  he  hath  not  beiea  guilty  of  the  aopar* 
donable  hlaj^bemy  egainft  tht  H9ly  Ghofi.  Indeed  ao  one 
now,  when,  through  length  of  tiaie,  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe  are  io  .much  altered,  can  lie  under  the  fame  guilt  with 
tbofe,  to  whom  our  Saviour  iix>ke :  nor  can  he  therefore  be 
under  the  fame  condemnation :  for  iht  judgtmtnt  •/  God  is 
always  according  to  truth**  But  diough  we  cannot  equal  the 
wickednefs  of  the  Jrws  in  this  rcfpc^  yet  we  may  come 
dreadfully  near  it.  And  therefore  I  proceed  now  to  fliew 
you, 

IV.  What  fins  do,  or  do  not,  approach  towards  that,  which 
is  mentioned  in  the  text. 

And  here  I  iball  fpeak  feparately,  firft  of  the  caie  of  unbe* 
lievors  in  Chrift,  then  of  believers  in  him. 

Unbelievers,  ignorant  of  the  gafpel,  or  of  its  proper  evi- 
dence^ and  who  could  not  help  their  ignorance,  are  not  blame- 
able 
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ifcfe  fiw  thdr  mbeiicf:  nor  ferdj  ntexcufable^  tboogli  they 
ftmdd  ttdd  reprotehfel  words  to  it,  Jpeakm^  nnl  of  thiagi 
w&KRi  Hftrf  f  ff&itf  ftol^.     And  though  k  be  a  g«eat  uniiappi. 
nA  to  them^  that  dicy  have  neither  the  fame  means  of  refijr- 
niitfofl  and  fymtnal  improvemenc,  nof  die  fame  afluraaoe  of 
pardon  and  acoeptanoe,  that  chrifttans  have  :  yet  k  is  their  as« 
happinefs  only,  not  their  faidt.     But  fiidi  nnbeUeyers,  as 
dcrtmi^  ft  contcmptnons  negl^eoce  refiife  to  eonfider  the  doc^ 
trine  of  Chrift,  or  *om  «  yi&n  opinion  of  the  fttfflcieticy  rf 
their  own  ^teafon,  or  from  love  to  «ny  fin,  wjeft  it ;  tficfr  pnt 
thenffelves  in  rtre  high  roaH  towards  the  fin,  contfemned'tiere 
hj  our  Saviour.     And  if  tiicy  add  to  theii*  inMatVikj  profimc 
and  irreverent  language;  ttxtj  advance  nearer  to  it.    But  if 
part  of  that  langnage  be  afcrlbing  die  miracles  and  fpiritud 
gifts,  mentioned  in  the  We#  Teftament,  to  an  ev9  power,  of 
which  fothe  amongft  them  have  given  intimations;  and  abovn 
aB,  if  thej  do  thisifrom  a  malicious  heart,  and  peihaps  agaioft 
their  own  inward  perfuafifon  too ;  liien  the j  come  as  near  to  i^ 
as  thej  are  able.    And  yet  one  cannot  bnt  hope,  that  fiacc 
Ae  evidence  of  the  gofpel  is  not  either  quite  fo  full  and  ftmng^ 
or  fo  obvious  and  eafily  feen  at  once,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles ;  they  may,  after  all,  tfairik  better 
of  it,  repent  and  obtain  pardon. 

If  indeed  they  have,  fince  they  came  to  a  full  ufe  of  rcafon^ 
deliberately  profefTed  Chriftianity,  and  then  forfaken  it,  and 
become  railers  and  fcoSers  at  it;  this  cafe  is  worfe,  than  if 
they  had  never  believed  ;  in  proportion  as  they  have  fecn  the 
evidences,  underftood  the  nature,  and  felt  the  influences  of  the 
gofpel ;  and  yet,  after  all,  have  broken  the  faith,  which  they 
had  folemnly  engaged  to  it.  The  epiftle  to  Ac  Hebreus 
therefore  declares  it  is  impofftble  for  tbofe^  tvho  were  once  ea^ 
KgbUueJ,  and  have  tafed  hf  the  heavenly  gift^  and  voere  made 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghq/lf  and  have  tq/led  the  good  word  of 
God^  and  the  powers  of  the  worMto  come^  if  they  Jhall  fall 
away^  to  renew  them  Qgain  unto  repentance  ;  feeing  they  cru^ 
cify  to  themf elves  the  Son  of  God  afrejb^  and  put  him  to  an 
openfbame\*  But  then,  explicit  and  terrible  as  thefe  words 
are,  yet  Tome  of  them  plainly  relate  to  thofe  miraculous  gifts 
and  powers,  which  we  ido  not  now  experience,  and  therefore 

cannot 
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caoiidt  fin  agslinft  them  to  that  degree^  nor  hj  coofeqaence 
make  our  condition  (b  defperatCt  as  thofe  who  did;  beddes 
that  mpoffible^  both  in  fcripture  and  common  langns^e,  often 
means  no  more,  than  extremelj  difficult  and  hopelefs  ^  but  not 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  grace,  with  whom  all  things  are  f  of- 
JiUe*^'  And  as  this  impoflSbiltty  is  exprefsly  here  faid  to  be 
that  of  renewing  them  to  repentances  (which  powerfully 
flrengthens  what  I  have  already  proved  to  you»  that  the  hlaf- 
fhemy  againjl  the  Holy  Ghojl  is  unpardonable,  only  becaufe  it 
leaves  no  foundation  to  repent  upon)  fo  when  an/  one  is  re» 
newed  to  repentance^  this  pafiage  contains  not  the  Waft  inti« 
mation,  that  he  cannot  be  forgiven. 

«  But  fuppofing  a  toial  and  fettled  unbelief  and  apoftacj  to  be 
ever  fo  irretrievable }  yet  merely  having  doubted,  nay,  having 
inclined  to  the  wrong  fide,  or  even  been  a  good  deal  perfuaded 
of  it,  and  that  for  fome  time,  is  very  far  from  being  the  fame 
cafe.  The  apoftles  themfelves  at  firll  did  not  believe  the  refur- 
reftion  of  our  Saviour :  St.  Thomas  ftopd  out  a  whole  week : 
two  of  them  in  St.  Luie  fpeak  of  their  perfuafion,  that  this  was 
te  who  Jbould  have  redeemed  Ifrael^  as  paft  and  at  an  endf . 
Yet,  as  all  this  arofe  from  infirmity,  not  wickednefs,  they  met 
witli  an  eafy  pardon  ;  and  fo  will  others  like  them.  But  few 
of  thofe,  whom,  fenfuality,  and  fewer  llill,  whom  vain  felf- 
opinion  leads  to  fccptlcifm,  ever  recover  themfelves.  And  as 
this  affords  no  fmall  confirmation  to  the  awful  dodrine  of  the 
text :  fo  it  fhould  warn  all  from  taking  fo  much  as  the  firft 
fteps  in  tfi;it  fatal  path,  from  which  men  fo  feldom  return  :  but 
efpecially  againtl  fetting  out  with  treating  religion  and  morals 
jn  a  fcornful  and  ludicrous  manner  j  which  is  directly  oppofite 
fa  modefl  and  humble  inquiry:  manifefls  a  very  criminal 
partiality,  as  well  as  fufticieocy ;  and  naturally  terminates  iu  a 
complete  difrogard  to  every  thing  wife  and  good. 

Thus  much  concerning  infidels  and  apoftates.  Chriftians, 
while  they  continue  fuch,  are  in  very  little  danger  of  commie* 
ting  the  fin,  condemned  in  the  text.  Some  indeed  have  ima- 
gined, that  every  deliberate  tranfgrefiion  amounted  to  it,  and 
was  unpardonable ;  becaufe  the  epiftle  to  the  Hehrenos  faith, 
that  if  we  Jin  wilfully^  ^fter  that  we  have  received  the  inow» 
Udgi  of  the  truth f  there  remainetb  nomorefaer^fice/orjins^  hut 
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a  certain  fearf^  looking  for  of  judgement* •  But  then  it  ap- 
pears very  plainly,  that  not  any  wilful  fin  whatever  is  meant 
there,  but  that  one  only,  which  is  mentioned  immediately  be- 
fore and  after ;  laying  afide  th^  proftffion  of  the  faiths  treading 
under  foot  the  Son  of  God^  countin^r  the  blood  of  the  covenant 
an  unholy  thing,  duing  defpite  unto  the  fpirh  of  grace  ;  that  is, 
renouncing  and  reviling  chrilliani?y.  And  it  by  no  means  ^ 
foiWs,  (bat  becaufe  tbc}'.  Who  have  rejefted  Ci^r^,  will  no 
where  find  any  other  atonement  for  their  fins,  therefore  they 
who  believe  in  him,  but  have  criminally  violated  fome  of  hi* 
precepts,  cannot  part :;ke  of  his  atonement,  though  they  apply 
for  it  with  peuitent  hearts.  It  is  very  true,  St.  ^ohn  hath 
told  us,  there  is  a  Jin  unto  deatbt  at  leait  was  in  thole  days,  of 
which  if  any  one  was  guilty,  he  could  ^ve  no  encouragement 
to  fray  for  himf.  But  the  whole. fcripture  tells  us,  that  not 
every  wilful  fin  is  qertaiuly  unto  death  :  and  our  Saviour  in 
the  text  ihath  told  us,  that  onl}'^  the  hlafphemy^  the  maiicicus 
evil-fpeaking,  againji  the  Holy  Chofi  is  I'uch.  Now  they  who 
believe  in  the  FatJier  and  the  Son  cannot  fa  rely  think  ill  cither 
of  the  pcrfon  or  the  operations  of  the  Spirit ;  and  therefore 
cannot  be  ordinarily  tempted  to  fpeak  ill  of  ;hem,  witli  any 
real  meaning  of  what  they  fay  ;  and  unmeaning  profane  ex* 
preffions,  though  undoubtedly  very  full  of  guilt,  and  likely  to 
produce  ifiore  and  greater  guilt,,  are  yet  f;ir  from  that  molt 
abandoned  wickednefs,  to  which  the  paflage.  before  us  re* 
htes. 

Sometimes  indeed  chriQlans,  and  very  good  ones,  may  ac- 
cufe  thcmfelves  of  having  cntcrtiiincd  irreverent  thoughts,  and, 
it  maj  be,  fpoken  irre\crent  words  of  religion,  of  the  fcrip. 
tures,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  himfclf :  but  thi^  hatli  been,  when 
they  were  under  fo  peculiar  a  difturbaiice  of  mind,  tliat  they 
had  not  the  command  of  their  thoughts  or  words  :  and  then 
they  may  be  abfolately  fare,  that  the  all-knowing,  juft,  and 
good  God  will  not  confider  thefe  offlnicss,  as,  in  a  n^oral  fcnil-, 
theirs.  In  fome  difordcra,  it  is  no  more  poiljble  for  men  to 
hinder  wicked  thoughts  from  taking  poflcfGon  of  their  miuds,  , 
or  blafphemous  words  from  coming  out  of  their  mouths,  than 
to  hinder  any  other  diftemper,  (for  plahdy  this  is  one)  which 

Vol.  II.  O  .         may 

♦  Hcb.  x*>,  z7.  t »  Mq  ▼•  «6. 


I06  Of  tie  Sin  againfi  the  Holy  Ghofi.         Ser.  LI. 

may  attack  any  other  part  of  them,  from  ibeving  itfctf  by  ill . 
common  effefts.  And  it  is  no  more  a  crime,  wh«i  they  are 
in  fuch  a  condition,  to  utter  things  even  againft  God ;  than  it 
is  for  a  child,  in  convuKions  or  light-headed,  to  flrike  its  pa- 
rent. And  though  they  may  not  thinkthemfelves  difordcred,. 
and  in  other  refpe6ls  may  not  be  fo ;  yet  in  this  want  of  fclf- 
government,  proportionaWy  to  the  degree  of  it,  they  certainly 
are.  And  it  makes  no  difference  at  all  with  regard  to  their 
innocence,  whether  the  diforder  be  a  natural  bodily  one«  af- 
feding  the  mind;  which  i$  notorioufly  the  common  cafe, 
though  attended  fometimes  Vith  very  unaccountable  fymp^ 
toms ;  or  whether  it  arife  from  the  fuggeftioos  of  the  wicked 
one.  For  as  he  tempted  Chrift  bimfelf,  fo  he  hath  ever  fincf 
molefted  chriftians  ;  and  often  fuggefted  the  wprft  of  things  to 
the  bell  of  men.  Our  words  indee^,  notwithftandiog  fncb 
temptations,  we  may  for  the  moft  part  reft  rain  :  but  we  caa 
by  no  means  always  prevent  impreifions  being  made  on  our 
imaginations  :  and  how  ftrongly  foever  any  one  may  experi* 
ence  them  to  be  made  on  his,  ftill  the  wicked  thoughts,  which 
he  laments  all  the  while,  is  terrified  at,  and  almoft  in  agonies 
about,  certainly  do  not  proceed^from  his  own  will  and  choice  ; 
and  for  that  reafon,  far  from  being  unpardonable  jfins,  they 
are  in  truth  no  fins  at  all ;  but  grievous  aiBIfi:ons,  for  which 
God  will  hereafter  reward  him,  if  he  endeavours  to  fuffcr 
them  patiently.  Tliis  you  would  immediately  perceive,  and 
fay,  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  perfon  :  and  therefore,  whenoc- 
cafion  requires,  you  fliould  fay  it  to  yourfelf.  But  if  you 
cannot,  or  if  it  proves  to  no  great  purpofe,  nay  to  fo  little  that 
you  are  driven  to  the  very  borders  of  defpair,  yet  defpair  it- 
felf,  fo  far  as  it  is  a  mere  difeafe,  is  not  an  cffence  againft 
God. 

But  then,  how  remote  foever  wc  are  from  committing  the 
fin, 'which  cannot  be  pardoned;  we  may  too  esfily  commit 
fuch,  as  will  not  be  pardoned  ;  for  none  will,  without  true 
repentance.  And  every  tranfgrcfficn  either  invites  or  drives 
us  into  repeated  and  worfe  tranrgrtilions,  which  infenfibly  fo 
harden  us  through  their  deceitfulnefs*^  that  though,  while  the 
day  offalvation\  continues,  we  always  may  repent,  it  becomes 
Icfs  and  Icfs  likely,  that  wc  ever  (hall.     And  even  if  we  do, 
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we  fliaU,  notwithftanding,  even  in  this  ivorld,  ufually  be  great 
fufferers  one  way  or  another  :  and,  unlefs  we  become  uncom- 
monly zsalous  in  our  duty,  (hall  attain  a  much  lower  degree 
of  bappinefs  in  the  next.  Bear  in  your  minds  therefore  the 
fon  o£  Siracb^s  words  :  Flee  from  fin^  as  from  the  face  ofafer^ 
pent  ;  for  if  thou  comeji  too  near  'it,  it  will  bite  thee  ;  the  teetb 
thereof  are  as  the  teeth  of  a  Uon^  flaying  the  fouls  of  men.  All 
iniquity  is  as  a  two-edged  fword^  the  wounds  whereof  cannot  he 
healed*  :  cannot  be  healed  at  all,  without  danger  and  difficulty 
and  pain  ;  nor  fo  perfe£Uy  at  beH,  but  that  dill  either  weak** 
nefs,  or  fears  and  deformities  however,  will  be  left  behind. 
Let  ns  therefore  carefully  avoid  all  fin  :  but  particularly  avoid 
all  fins  relating  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  pra^ife  all  duties  re- 
iating  to  hitn^  that  fo,  abiding  in  his  feliowihip,  being  fup- 
ported  by  his  teftimony,  and  rejoi<;ing  in  his  comfort,  we  may 
at  length  be  fealed  with  tbefpirit  ofpromife^  the  earnefl^of 
that  inheritance^^  to  which,  \£c. 

*  Ecclus.  X3ii.  a>  3.  t  Eph-  *»•  i3>  »4* 
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Sut  hkjj$d  are  your  eyesyfor  tbey  fee  ;  and  jour  ear s^  for  they 

hear. 

/^UR  Saviour,  in  the  parable  of  the  fewer,  which  occafloned 
^^^  thefc  words,^  compares  the  reception  of  his  do£lrine  in  the 
hearts  of  Djien  to  that  of  feed  in  different  forts  of  ground.  Some 
are  like  the  high- way,  beaten  and  hard,  an  open  thorough- fare 
to  all  comers  and  goers;  there  it  lies  loofc  on  the  furface,  and  is 
immediately  cruftied  underfoot,  ox  devoured  by  the  fowls  of  the 
air :  the  verj  fivft  fuggeftipn  of  the  devil,  the  world,  or  the 
flefli,  dcflroys  at  onc«  the  eflTeft  of  all  the  inftra£lion  iti  their 
duty  that  is  given  them.  Others  refemble  a  light,  but  ihzRo^ 
foiU  with  a  rock  underneath  :  where  the  feed  quickly  fprings 
up,  but  is  quickly  alfo  fcorchcd  and  withered.  They  are  glad 
to  believe,  and  forward  to  profefs,  what  promlfes  the  favour  of 
God  and  future  happinefs  ;  but  impenetrable  to  all  attempts  of 
a  thorough  dtange  within  :  bad  inclination  refifts  irmly  at  the 
bottom,  while  external  performances  mSke  a  fpecious  appear- 
ance to  the  eye.  Whenever  the  time  comes,  that  they  are  ta 
fuflferor  lofe  anything  for  doing  their  (duty,  this  is  much  too 
difficult  a  fervice  for  them ;  they  have  no  root  fufficient  to 
fiirnifli  them  with  ftrcngth  to  bear  it;  they  arc  burnt  up,  and 
fhrivel  avyay  to  nothing.  In  a  third  fort,  the  feed  of  the  word 
takes  deeper  hold,  and  makes  very  ftrong  and  promifing  (hoots: 
but  thorns  and  bad  weeds,  the  earlier  pofleffors  of  the  field,  rife 
up  and  choak  it.  For  thefe  grow  of  themfclves :  but  it  requires 
culture,  and  watchfulnefs  to  root  them  out :  infiead  of  which,, 
too  many  plant  them  in  the  midft  of  the  com,  intangle  thcm- 

felvcs,. 
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felvest  without  need,^i^the  cares  and  riches  and  pleafures  of  this 
life,  which  they  heedlefslj  indulge,  till  every  better  principle 
is  weakened,  overfliadowed  and  fmothered.  But  dill  there  re- 
mains a  fourth  fort,  wbof  in  an  bakeft  and  good  hearty  having 
htard  the  wgrd^  keep  it^  and  bring  forth /ruit*^  yet  Very  un* 
equally,  yoi»^  an  hundred  fcld^  fame  Jlkty y  fame  thirty. 

The  perfons,  to  whom  this  dofirine  w  is  delivered,  gave  iof- 
mediate  proof  of  its  truth.     The  geuerality,   fond  of  the  flie^v 
of  religion^  but  dreading   to  undertake  the  praftice   of  it  ia 
ezrneiky  heanng  heard  notj  and  feeing  faw  not  f,   to  any   ufeful 
pttrpoie,  what  ia  this  forna  of  fpeech  our  Saviour  laid  before 
them  :   as  indeed  he  declares  he  knew  would  be  their  cafe,  and 
therefore  defignedly  ufcd  a  manner  of  cxpiefllon,   which  they 
would  not  take  the  trouble,  fmall  as  it  was,  to   underfl^ind  f. 
For  fuch  neither  def^rvcd  plainer  inftru6lions,  nor  woulti  have 
made  any  other  than  a  bad  ufe  of  them  ;  which  could  bnly  hav© 
incrcafed  their  guilt.  Nay,  his  difciples  Uiemfelves  apprehended 
his  meaning,   though  obvious  enough,   biifr  iraperfediy  :  and 
defired  to  have  it  explained  to  thonij.    This  however  Cicwed  a 
good  difpofition  :  and  therefore  he  not  only  condefeends  to  their 
rcqueftjbutaffures  themit  was  a  happinefs  unfpeakable  to  irave 
any  degree  of  proper  attention  to,  and  ferious  fenfe  of,  a  thin^ 
fo  infinitely  important,  as  God's  word.     Bleffed  are  your  eyes 
for  they  fee  ;  and  your  ears,  for  they.  hear.     A   truth,   which, 
though  applicable  more  eminently;  beyond  com parifon,  tothofc 
vho  heard  and  faw  the  word  of  life  himfelf,  yet   miift  hold  in 
proportion  of  all,  who  are  taught,  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fcr- 
vants,  the  chriftian  doarine.     This   paffage  then   aflerts   in  a 
ftrong  manner  the  benefit  of  religious  inftrui^ion  :  which  manv 
appear,  U4ihappily  for  thcmfelves  and  others,  to  unJervalue  ex- 
ceedingly. 

Indeed  we  are  all  very  apt  to  overlook  and  flight  the  advan- 
tages, that  we  have  long  enjoyed  without  interruption,  even  ia 
our  worldly  affairs.  Health  and  plenty,  fafety  and  liberty,  ex- 
cite in  us  very  little  thankfulnefs  :  but  the  things  of  another, 
and,  we  imagine,  diftan>  life,  make  a  ftill  fainter  impreffion. 
Hence  great  numbers  thoughtlefsly  difregard  religion  :  and 
fome  avowedly   diibelieve  it.     No  wonder,  if  n«ny  of  thefe 

think 

t  Luke  viii.  15.      t  Matth.  xiii.  14.        }  lb,     *  §  Luke  vlii.  9. 
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think  teachlog  it  needlefs,  or  even  hu|^ul.  But  others  alfo, 
ivho  profefa  to  acknowledge  the  duties,  that  we  owe  to  our 
Creator,  of  a  foher,  and  righteous,  and  godlj  life ;  yet  maintain« 
that  in  goodnefs,  naj  juilice,  he  is  bound  to  make  them,  aod  io 
.fad  hath  made  them  all,  fo  evident  by  nature  to  every  man, 
that  we  want  no  farther  information  to  know  the  whole  of 
them.  But  how  do  they  prove  this  ?  the  goodnefs  of  God  is 
extended  to  his  various  creatures  in  degrees  extremely  diffecent; 
and  none  is  intitled  to  claim  this  degree  or  that.  The  jufiice 
of  God  permits  hini  to  give  a$  low  capacities  to  men  as  he 
pleafes  :  and  binds  him  only  to  require,  in  proportion  to  what 
he  gives.  Why  then  may  he  not  put  us  under  a  neceflity  of 
learning  from  each  other,  in  a  gre^t  meaLfune,  the  way  to  future 
happinefs,  aa  well  as  the  methods  of  procuring  to  ourfelves  the 
conveniences  and  neceiTaries  of  common  life?  (hould  we  not  be 
wretchedly  furniihed  with  thefe,  indeed  (hould  we  be  able  ts 
fubfitl,  were  each  generation,  each  man,  to  provide  them  fbr 
his  own  ufe,  without  being  previoufly  taught*?  And  muft  we 
not  have  been  much  more  at  a  lofs  in  matters  of  a  moral  and  \ 
fpiritual  nature  ?  we  are  endued  with  reafon :  but  we  (houM 
apply  it  very  little,  if  at  all,  tofubjeds  of  this  kind  ;  and  make 
a  very  flow  progrefs  in  them,  if  we  did ;  unlefs  eduoation^  that 
is>  inftru£lion,  opened  the  way>  and  dire&ed  our  fieps.  Wcha?^ 
an  inbred  fofafe  of  good  and  evil,  which  enables  us,  in  many 
things,  ofourfehes  to  judge  what  is  rightf.  But  then,  however 
it  comes  to  pafs,  which  our  boafted  faculties  will  fcarce  be  able 
to  tell  u»,  this  moral  perception  is  by  no  meatis  perfeft  or  dif- 
tinft  ;  and  it  is  mixed  with  pailions  and  appetites,  far  livelier 
fliid  ftronger,  that  frequently  obfcure,  and  fometimes  pervert 
it.  Still  in  fad,  the  duties  of  life  feem  plain  to  moil  of  us: 
and  fo  we  are  tempted  to  conclude,  there  is  no  occafion  for  in- 
ftrudion  in  then}.  But  how  came  they  to  be  thus  plain  ?  why, 
principally  becaufe  we  have  always  had  inftruftion.  Confidcr 
thofe  nations  that  have  little:  for  none  are  [ntk^ly  deftitute; 
every  where  parents  teach  their  children,  and  ail^nen  teach  oof 
another,  fomething:  but  ftill  is  the  whole  of  theirduty  plain 
to  them  ?  There  are  doubtlefs  parts  of  it,  which  they  cannot 

*  Keque  tam  eft  acris  aeies  in  naturis  hominum  $c  infeniis,  ut  i%s  tantaf 
qi  ifquuni,  nifi  monftratas,  poilit  videre ;  neque  tanta  tamcn  in  rebus  ck^ 
fcuritas,  at  eas  non  penitus  acii  vir  bgenio  cemat,  fi  modo  afp^x^^^* 
f!ic.  de  Or.  1.  3.  S  31.  t  Luke  xii.  57* 
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avoid  uaderftandiQg :  and  they  might,  with  all  their  difadvan* 
tages,  underftand  more  than  they  do :  but  can  they,  every  one 
ofihem,  wi:h  cafe  find  out  the  i^hole  ?  How  dreadful  a  ccmdem- 
nation  mull  they,  who  afErin  this,  pafs  on  millions  at  once, 
for  having  found  out  fo  little  ?  We  chriftians  are  more  charit* 
able,  and  think  their  darlcnefs,  though  not  a  jaftification,  yet 
aconfiderable  excufe:  but  then  we  muft  infift,  that  light  would 
be  a  great  b-eHing  to  them,  and  that  inftru6tion  is  neceiriiry  to 
introduce  it.  For  what  wretched  ignorar.ce  of  mod  evide;it, 
and  what  ftrange  belief  of  moft  abfiud,  things,  in  religion  ami 
morals,  doth  all  hiftory  (hew  to  have  prevailed,  for  fucciffivc 
ages,  throiigh  nations,  knowing  and  learned  in  other  rcfpcfts, 
but  untaught  in  this  ? 

Nay,  to  look  no  farther  than  ourfelves  \  bow  many  do  w« 
iec  of  low  capacity,  that,  with  the  beft  help,  know  little,  and, 
with  lefs,  would  fcarcc  know  any  thing  ?  How  many  of  betccr 
capacity  want  leifure  from  worldly  cares,  and  would  have  x\n 
time  for  improvement,  if  the  frequent  return  of  this  day  did 
not  give  it  them  ?  How  many,  even  with  leifure,  would  never 
^  turn  their  minds  to  the  confideration  of  their  duty,  if  they  were 
not  called  to  it  fo.  loudly  here^  and  knowledge  in  a  manner 
forced  upon  them  }  Haw  many  indeed,  of  higher  rank  as  well 
as  lower,  appear  after  all  very  poorly  grounded  in  the  moit 
important  principles  and  precepts  ? 

It  muft  be  confidered  toe,  that  our  own  reafon,  had  we  ever 
fo  much  of  it,  and  ever  fo  much  time  aad  inclination  to  ufe  ir, 
cannot  teach  us  all  that  we  are  concerened  to.  know  ;  but  there 
are  do^rine^  of  the  greateft  moment  to  fallen  creatures,  as  wc 
are,  to  be  learnt  from  revelation.  Nor  is  it  fiifficicnt,  thi;t 
each  man  ftudy  thefe  in  the  bible  for  himfelf.  God*  hath  cx- 
prefsly  provided,  that  fbme  fl^all  inftruct  others  in  them.  Bock-:, 
written  indiftant  countries  and  ages, cannot  be  intelligible  other- 
wife,  Andfeveral  very  interefting  parts  of  fcripture  are  plainly 
fucli,  that  were  mofl  men  aflt-d,  as  the  Eunuch  was  by  Philip, 
Vnderjiandeji  thou  what  thou  readefl  ?  they  muft  anfwer,  as  lie 
did,  how  can  I  except  fome  man  Jhould  guide  me*?  And  wtll 
may  they  admit  fucli  guides,  as  dcfire  to  lead  them,  only  by 
proving  that  the  way  is  right. 

^ut  further  ;  were  every  fingle  diftatc,  both  of  reafon  and 

revelation, 
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revelation,  ever  fo  cafj  to  be  underftood  ;  yet  the  number  of  thcEn, 
arifing  from  the  various  relations,  in  which  we  iland  to  our 
Maker  and  our  fellow-creatures,  is  much  too  great  to  aiFord 
ftny  hope  of  their  being  all  diftindlj  apprehended  bj  ;aU,  un- 
lefs  it  be  made  the  bufiuefs  of  fomc,  to  point  them  out  to  the 
rclL  Or,  though  we  could  each,  of  ouirfclves,  fbrxa  a  general 
notion  of  the  whole :  yet  p«rticolar  circu  en  {lances  often  perpltrx 
a  general  duty ;  aiid  raife  confiderable  doubts,  what  ought  to  be 
done;  where  itill  it  is  of  grtat  confequence  to  do  right.  The 
very  w i ft  ft  frequent! ;  need  advice  in  fuch  cafes  :  much  motf 
tliei)  muft  it  be  oi  ftanding  afe  to  others. 

.  Lcfides  :  what  is  in  itit If  extremely  evident  may  appear,  to 
a  prejudiced  mind, 'uncertain  or  abfurd.  And  it  is  very  cbiD- 
mon  i(T  men  to  be  prejudiced  greatly  ^ainft  pkin  truths: 
foiTietimes  througli  ignorauce  or  weaknefs  |  but  much  oftener, 
iliat  wrong  belief  may  quiet  them  in  wrong  pradice^  No  one 
indeed  can  d:rc£lly  believe  what  he  wiU^  merely  becauie  he 
will :  but  many  have  ftrange  arts  of  mifreprefenting  things,  and 
putting  lair  ma(iLs  upon  foul  ^rors :  which  public  inftroAion  \sk 
escilleiiily  fitted  to  pull  off;  and  preferve  all,  wha  are  not  ob^ 
inmate  in  cheating  th^mCelves,  from  final  ruin.  Mind9»  that 
have  a  urong  bias,  if  fuffered  to  proceed  without  con  tradition, 
would  mould  their  religion  into  almoft  any  ihape  they  pieafed: 
r,n;l  greut  nunibers  of  welUmeaning  perfons  would  either  fall  of 
iheii  own  jiccord  or  be  led  by  others,  into  childift  and  hurtfu} 
fiipeiftitions.  For  liu man  nature  bath  always  been  found  exceed- 
ing proxie  to  them:  and  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  in  its  purity 
w  i>'.c  lafell  and  moft  effeftual  prefervative  againft  them.  But 
it  is  nor  iupcrftition,  or  enthufiafm,  alone,  that  endangers  the 
^vdfLir-  of  mankind,  whatever  fome  would  have  us  think. 
Thefc  luidoubtcdly  jnay  be  pernicious  :  but  profancm-fs  and  pro- 
llig:itcr.efs  mult :  which  in  all  ages  "have  been  too  geuerally  prac- 
liiVJ,  but  in  ours  are  openly  defended.  Such  a  fituation  of  things 
makes  it  doiibly  neceffary,  that  religion  and  virtue  ifaould  have 
a  full  hearing.  Whoever  barely  wiflies  well  to  civil  focieiyi 
cannot  fail  to  be  in  fome  degree  concerned  for  th«ir  fupport* 
And  whoever  is  in  earned  a  chriftian,  "will  think  it  of  the  higb- 
cll  importance  to  the  future  as  well  as  prcfent  happinefs  of  men, 
that  the  arguments  for  our  holy  faith  be  propofed  to  the  world 

in  their  genuine  force ;  the  objeftions,  which  njay  caufc  uneafi- 
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Dcfs  to  good  minds,  and  furnilh  matter  of  tridiDph  to  bad  ones, 
ftDfwered  :  and  the  difingenuous  artifices  of  unbelievers  expofed. 

But  making  known  to  us  what  we  have  to  do,  to  hope 
and  to  fear,  is  only  the  firft  advantage  of  religious  inilrudion. 
Though  we  every  one  of  us  knew  it  completely  already;  yet  ^ 
unkfs  we  always  recoUe&ed  it  too,  as  often  as  there  was  need,* 
and  were  influenced  by  it,  frequent  admonition  would  ilill  con- 
tinue extremely  ufefuL  Very  often  the  mo(l  acknowledged 
truths  are  the  leaft  regarded.  They  are  fo  familfar  to  us,  that 
they  have  no  tSt&y  but  when  placing  them  in  a  Aronger  light 
awakens  us  into  a  di(lin£ter  attention  to  them.  But  efpecially 
what  affords  us  no  pleafure,  as  our  duty  too  feldom  doth,  we 
are  very  apt  to  pafs  over  as  {lightly  as  poffiUe.  The  world 
attracts  our  eye  with  a  vaft  variety  of  objefls,  infinitely  more 
agreeable :  to  thefe  we  give  up  our  whole  fouls,  and  Sire  totally 
loft  in  vehement  purfuits  or  vain  amufements.  The  ferious 
confideration,  what  we  ought  to  do  in  life  \  and  what  will  fol. 
low,  if  we  do  it  not ;  feldom  prefents  itfelf  to  us,  and  is  little 
tncoaragedf  when  it  doth.  If  we  think,  it  is  of  other  matters ; 
if  wo  read,  itjs  for  other  purpofest  if  we  have  friends,  they 
will  fcarce  look  on  it  as  their  bufinefs  to  be^  more  concerned 
for  us,  than,  we  arc  for  ourfelves  :  or,  if  they  were,  often  they 
dare  not  attempt  to  fet  us  right :  and  too  often  they,  who  pafs 
for  fucb,  are  moft  artfully  induftrious  to  lead  us  wrong.  Then, 
beiides  the  multitudes  of  thofe  who  are  almoft  abfolutely  inatten* 
tive  to  their  duty,  how  many  are  there,  who  impofe  on  theoi- 
feWes  with  flattering  imaginations,  that  they  perform  it  faitK^ 
fully,  when  they  do  not :  blind  to  faults  and  defefts,  that  every 
one  clfe  difcerns  in  them :  proud  of  merely  fceming,  or  merely 
fuperficial,  good  qualities;  and  having  the  name  and  (hew  of 
li^ittg^vihW^  ind^d  they  are  dead^l  now  both  the  thoughtltfs 
and  the  perfumptuous  mod  be  brought  to  a  right  fcnft  of  their 
condition,  or  they  are  ruined  for  ever :  and  what  can  be  fo 
likely  to  do  this,  as  th^  voice  of  publicjnftruftion,  crying  loud* 
\j  in  their  ears;  calling  the  former  from  follies  and  vanities 
to  the  true  bufinefs  of  life,  and  warning  the  latter  againft  fatal 
felf-deceit  ?  admonitions  from  this  pla^e  confciTedly  are  found- 
ed on  fuch  an  authority,  as  warrants  us  in  delivering  them  with 
a  fpirit  and  boldnefs,  tha^  men  would  not  bear  in  private  :  and 

Vol.  it.  P  •  no 
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bo  part  of  our  difcourfes  being  ever  levelled  at  anj  oae  in  par« 
ticular,  we  can  decently  and  ino&eniivdy  reprovs»  with  what^ 
ever  freedom  is  rcquifite,  the  errors  of  all  in  general :  Jbm* 
ing  the  people  their  tranfgreffion^  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  tbeit 
fins*. 

But,  fuppofing  men  both  acquainted  with  their  dotj,  and 
attentive  to  their  failures  \  thcj  may  Hill  have  great  need  of  be- 
ing dire&ed,  .what  method  to  take  in  order  to  a  reformation* 
Not  every  one,  that  defires  to  become  good,  any  more  thaa 
every  one  that  defires  to  become  healthy,  know?  the  eaficft 
and  fafeft  and  fpeedieft  way  to  it.  Here  again  tlierefore  fuch, 
as  have  made  it  their  fiudy,  may  do  great  fervice;  animating 
the  dejefted,  confirming  the  doubtful,  ftrengthening  the  weak} 
informing  each,  what  particular  dangers  are  in  their  circum- 
ftances  mod  to  be  feared,  and  by  what  means  to  be  avoided  \ 
when  to  fly  from  temptation,  when  to  (land  their  gfonnd  a- 
gainft  it;  how  to  again  advantages,  how  to  retrieve  lofles,  how 
to  bear  up  under  tedious  and  fevere  trikls  \  and  become,  at 
length,  in  all  things,  more  than  conquetors.  FeW,  it  itaay  be 
feared,  are  ferious  enough  to  think  of  thefe  helps  (viih  the 
regard,  which  they  deferve.  But  fome,  however,  God  be 
thanked,  both  fee  their  ufefulnels,  and  have  experienced  it. 
Things  of  this  nature,  indeed,  are  often  mod  efiirdvally  taught 
in  private :  but  public  inilruAioh  alfo,  from  time  to  tim^, 
enters  far  into  the  particulars  of  them ;  though  it  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  more  ufually  employed  in  furnifliing  the  more 
general  means  and  motives  to  piety  and  virtue  :  oppofing  to 
the  vehement  paiTions  that  aflault  men,  fuch  lively  reprefenta- 
tions,  as  every  one  Cannot  make  to  himfelf,  of  the  reafonable- 
nefs,  the  brauty,  tfie  excellency,  the  rewards  of  religion  ;  the 
abfurdityi  the  deformity,  the  prefentmifchiVifs,  the  future  pu- 
niflimcnts  of  fin  ;  ftripping  each  vice  of  its  fpecious  difguifeSp 
find  refuting  its  plaufible'  pretences:  adminifteriog  confolation 
under  the  difiiculties  of  duty,  and  the  afflidions  of  life  ;  and 
placing,  in  a  ilrong  light,  both  the  glories  and  the  terrors^  that 
are  ready  to  be  revealed\. 

Such  are  the  natural  benefits  of  religious  inftruftion  :  and 
evidently  none  can  be  greater.      If  it  anfwcrs  its  end  but  im- 

perfeSly, 
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pecfe&lj,  and  kath  often  been  abufed  to  ferve  bad  pprtiefes : 
eveij  good  thing  in  the  world  is  equally  liable  to  the  fame 
charge.  Againft  abufes,  it  is  perhaps  no  where  better  guard* 
ed,  th^  this  pation ;  nor  hath  ever  been  freer  from  them, 
than  at  this  time.  Imperfedions  will  alwajs  be  found  in 
what  men  are  to  execute :  and  will  in  all  cafes  bereprefented  by 
manj,  as  greater  than  they  are.  Particularly  in  the  prcfent, 
tome  will  affed  to  ihew  their  own  wifdoms  in  csniuring  what 
the  public  wiGiom  hath  appointed  ;  fome  will  rerenge  them* 
felves,'  by  condemning  an  inftitution,  which  muft  condemn  the 
notions  they  advance,  and  t^^  1^^^  ^^7  ^^^^  *  fome  will  be 
prejudiced  to  its  difadvantage  by  perfonal  or  party  interefls  : 
and  others  will  be  provoked,  by  diflike  of  particular  men,  to 
hate  the  Tery  office  they  fuflain  ;  or,  by  difapprobatjon  of 
fome  parts  of  an  eftabliihment,  to  inveigh  againft  the  whole. 
And  very  commoply  they,  who  a£ford  themfdves  the  feweft 
opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  public  inftrndion,  are 
loudeft  in  their  xrom plaints,  of  the  wrong  and  wretched  man« 
ner,  in  which  it  ils  given.  Now  a  candid,  or  an  upright 
main,  would  never  think  himfelf  at  liberty,  either  to  find  faults 
without  inipartial  examination,  or  to  exaggerate  thofe  which 
he  might  apprehend  he  did  find.  And  a  good,  or  even  a  pru- 
dent man,  for  from  laying  too  great  a  ftrefs  on  accidental  or 
fmall,  defe&s  apd  inconveniences,  would  labour  to  conceal, 
nnlefs  it  were  in  order  to  remedy,  whatever  appeared  a- 
nufs,  in  a  thing  of  fuch  general  ufefulnefs.  For,  if  teaching 
truth,  and  cautioning. againft  error;  if  fetting before  men  their 
duty,  and  thci4r  intereft :  if  direfting  them  hovir  to  fucceed  in 
their  views,  and  how  to  efcape  dangers  ;  if  fupporting  them  in 
a  right  courfe  of  aftion,  and  deterring  them  from  a  wrong  one, 
be  of  fcrvice  in  any  of  our  concerns ;  it  muft  be  of  moft  fer- 
Vice  in  the  moft  important  one  of  all,  religion.  And  who- 
ever hath  need,  either  to  be  taught,  what  he  did  not  fufficient.. 
lyknow,  or  to  be  reminded  of  what  he  did  not  fufficiently 
<:oiifider^  to  be  reftrained  from  doing  evil,  or  excited  to  do 
good;  to  be  comforted  under  the  afflidions  of  life,  or  en- 
couraged againft  the  fears  of  death  ;  may  certainly  be  the 
better,  if  he  will,  for  the  preaching  of  God's  word.  There 
are  few,  one  fliould  imagine,  fo  perfeS,  as  not  to  have  room 
left  for  receiving  advantage  from  it^  in  fome  of  thefe  w^aya. 

ff  And 
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And  whoever  cooceives  he  is,  cannot  with  any  deccncjr  .tell 
the  world  fo  ;  which  in  effeft  h«  doth,  hj  ftajing  awaj  from 
it. .  At  leaft,  he  cannot  think  the  bnik  of  mankind  bath  at- 
attained  to  this  height  of  knowledge  and  gbodnefs  :  and  there- 
fore  he  ought  to  countenance,  bj  his  e^pample,  what  naaj  in 
all  likelihood  be  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  thofe  amongft  whom 
he  lives ;  And,  in  proportion  as  it  amends  and  improves  them, 
will  be  of  DO  fmall  benefit  to  himfelf. 

For,  that  inUrudion  always  hath  had,  and  will  have,  a 
^mighty  influence  on  the  belief  and  pradice  of  mens  duty,  not 
only  the  nature  of  the  thing,  bnt  the  leftimony  of  all  hiftory, 
jbcred  and  profane,  ihews.  Our  firit  parents  were  inftrudedi 
by  their  Creator.  Had  they  not ;  how  quick  foever  the  im- 
provements of  a  felf- taught  philofopher  may  be,  when  dtfcrib- 
e^  from  mere  imagination,  yet  reafon  and  fad  make  it^highly 
probable,  that  even  had  they  continued  innocent,  they  ixrould 
have  been  very  ignorant  for  a  confiderable  time.  But  the 
entrance  of  fin  muft  enfeeble  and  darken  their  underfland- 
ings  greatly  :  and  had  their  knowledge  of  what  they  were  to 
do,  been  ever  fo  clear,  yet,  ivhat  they  were  to  expcS,  and  on 
what  terms,  when  they  had  failed  of  doing  it,  muft  be  fo  ^ctj 
obfcure,  that  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  God  to  in* 
tcrpofe  and  inform  them  ;  as  we  find  in  fcripturir  he  did  by 
the  immediate  notification  of  a  Redeemer.  Divine  inftnidion 
therefore  began  religion ;  and  human  hath  prefervcd  it. 
Hence  that  honourable  charafter,  given  to  Abraham  by  God 
himfelf :  For  I  tmrw  Jnm^  that  be  will  command  bis  cbildrem^ 
and  bis  boufebold  after  bim  ;  and  they  JbaU  keep  the  way  if 
the  Lord^  to  dojuftice  and  judgement^.  This  pious  care,  for 
which  he  was  diftinguifbed,  feems  to  have  been  falling  into 
difregard  amongft  the  other  men  of  that  age.  And  the  coa- 
fequ^nce  was,  what  it  always  will  be.  The  feparation  of 
initru&ion  from  worfliip  feparated  morals  from  piety :  and, 
when  this  unnatural  divorce  brought  them  to  be  confidered,  as 
independent  things,  the  obligations  to  virtue  were  fatally  weak- 
lencd,  the  notions  of  religion  were  greatly  corrupted,  and,  in 
proportion  as  ignorance  in'creafed,  wickednefs  and  fupcriUtion 
prevlilUd. 

S:iU 
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Still  there  were,  in  the  heathen  world,  perfons  vcty  emiiu 
m  for  great  and 'good  quUities.  Aod  as  no  ftated  public  is* 
flruflUn  was  eftablifhed  'aniong  them  *,  thejr  are  foffietime^ 
produced,  as  arguments  againft  the  need  of  it.  But  their  nuts* 
ber  by  no  means  appears  to  have  been  confiderable.  Lefs  had 
been  faid  of  them,  if  the  generality  of  their  countrymen  had 
been  like  them :  and  what  is  faid^  is  delivered  by  authors, 
chiefly  defirous  of  gaining  honour  to  themfelves,  by  drawing 
beautiful  piftares  of  the  merit  of  their  heroes.  Yet,  after 
&1I,  we  find  that  merit,  even  according  to  the  nooft*  favourable 
accounts  of  it,  which  heighten  it  far  beyond  trnthf,  mixed 
with  great  blemilhes,  Tlicir  piety,  the  firft  article  of  hnman 
doty,  if  they  had  any,  (for  feveral  of  their  fyftems  of  philofo- 
phy  were  inconfiHent  with  or  unfavourable  to  it)  was  grofsly 
idolatrous  :  dieir  love  of  their  country  was  greatly  injurious 
ttt  their  neighbours  ;  efpecially  thofe  whom  they  were  pleafed  • 
to  call  barbarians :  moft  of  them  were  polluted  with  unhwful^ 
fome  with  unnatural  lufts  :  and  none  of  them  ever  ihewed 
that  humility  of  heart,  and  deep  fenfe  of  tmperfedion  and  fin, 
which  belongs  t<f  the  very  heft  of  human  creatures.  Still, 
ibining  accompli&ments  they  undoubtedly  had :  but  they 
had  aUb  generally  private  inftroftors  at  leaft,  from  whofe  leC. 
foas  they  might  in  a  good  meafure  derive  them  ?  or  copied 
them,  though  not  taught  in  form,  from  thofe,  with  whom  thej 
converfed.  Or  fuppofing  the  contrary ;  in  tvery  fcience,  m 
every  common  art,  fome  few  will  make  a  great  progrefs  with 
fmall  advantages  for  it :  but  fliall  we  Ci»nc1ude  from  thence, 
that  any  fort  of  knowledge  can  become  general,  without  be- 
log  generally  taught ;  and  e^try  one  do  what  no  one  is  ex- 
horted, or  ai&fted,  to  learn  ?  Beiides,  the  original  poverty  and 
frugality,  the  accidental  neceflities  and  diftrefles,  nay  the  un- 
accountable fafliions  and  fancies  of  fo^ie  countries  and  ages, 
have  brought  particular  virtues  into  praSice  and  high  repute^ 
and  they  have  been  greatly  celebrated  for  them  ;  though  de- 
ferving  of  the  feverell  cenfure  for  their  faults  in  other  refpe^s. 
And,  bad  as  we  are  at  prefent ;  it  would  be  doing  us  great 
iujuftice,  to  prefer  upon  the  whole,  perhaps  the  beft  of  the 
heathen  times,  but  certainly  the  common  run  of  them,  to  ours« 

The 
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* 
The  number  is  great  in  itfclf,  though  fmall  in  comparilb^,  rf 
fuch  as  infinitely  cjxcel,  in  piety,  in  benevolence,  in  purity  oi 
heart,  the  litmoft  perfcdiont  to  which  men,  without  the  graoe 
of  the  gofpel,  could  attain.  But  not  to  infill  on  thefe,  we  are 
without  qucftion  in  general  not  ov^y  more  rational  in  our  de- 
votions, but  milder  in  our  treatment  of  each  other,  and  more 
f^gular  in  our  condua  of  ourfelves.  An  impartial  reader  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  efpeoially  of  fuch  as  lived  in 
the  times  of  which  they  fpeak,  will  eafily  fee  nnd  acknowledge 
this.  Bufwere  it  othcrwife,  their  wanting  inftruaion,  and 
our  having  it,  cannot  poffibly  be  the  reafon,  th^t  we  are  inferi^ 
or  to  them:  but  we,  without  it,  fliauld  have  been  ftill  mnch 
worfe  J  and  they,  with  it,  ttill  much  better.  Indeed,  they 
were  fenfihle,  whatever  we  are.  how  great  need  they  had  of 
it :  and  accordingly  the  heft  of  them,  fome  after  talung  long 
journeys  to  inform  therofdves,  made  it  their  bufinefa  to  teach 
others,  who  applied  to  them,  the  wifcft  rules  they  could,  for 
the  conduft  of  life  But  they  plainly  fou?ui,  both  their  know-, 
ledge  fo  imperfeft,  and  their  authority  fo  iufufficicnt;  th9t 
they  declared,  of  their  own  accord,  what  many  now  fet  theoi- 
felves  to  deny  \  that  interpofition  from  above  ww  rc^uifite  to 
inform  and  influence  ounkind. 

This  advantage  the  poftcrity  of  Ahraham  enjoyed.  And 
though  they  did  not  receive  from  it  near  the  good  they  might  \ 
as  indeed  we  none  of  us  ever  do  ficom  any  advantage ;  yet  it 
produced,  befides  the  more  diftinguiibed  examples  of  piety 
and  holinefs,  mentioned  in  fcripture,  and  doubtleft  ma|iy  o« 
thers,  a  coniiderable  degree  of  national  faith  in  the  one  tra» 
God,  and  obedience  to  his  laws  s  which  was  not  only  a  blef- 
fing  to  that  fingle  country,  but  fcattered  fome  rays  of  light 
through  all  the  people,  that  hi  in  darkfiefs  rpund  thepa«  And 
no  fooner  bad  they  learnt  from  their  captivity,  i{iflifted  on 
them  for  their  negled  of  the  divine  commands,  to  fet  np  and 
carry  on  a  more  conftant  and  est^five  courfe  c^  inftru£Uofi, 
than  they  had  done  before,  by  reading  and  interpreting  the 
fcriptures  every  Sabbath  Day  in  the  Jynagogua*  of  evety 
city  ;  than  thrir  inveterate,  and  till  then  incurable,  difeafe  of 
idolatry  ceafed  from  amongft  them  almoft  intirely  ;  and  they 
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^fefer^  for  ttiany  ag^s  a  more  tiniforAi  regaid  to  dieir 
dttty,  than  the/  feem  to  hare  had»  evet  fince  thej  were  • 
aatioo, 

Bot  M  leo^h)  even  tfaSs  method  of  tflftradion  being  cor«> 
toptfcd  by  the  eftablifhed  difpenfers  of  it,  tbt  iigbt  itfelf  be^ 
ta^i  iofknefs^*  And  then  was  the  proper  feafon  for  the  great 
etiUghtener  of  the  world  to  aj^pe&r :  who  deteded  and  coo. 
donned  the  abafes  of  this  inftitntiot),  placed  the  condud  of  it 
ill  better  htods,  and  forbad  his  followers  for  ever  that  Uitid 
fubmiffion  to  tht  ioSrines  of  fHen^  iobich  had  mAde  the  cotJi'^ 
maUfdaieuts  of  Cod  ofnb  iffeQ\.  Nor  did  he  only  purify,  but 
pdrfbd  it  with  ineftimable  additions  of  new  knowledge:  wheslce 
he  tells  his  apoftles,  imnlcaiatety  after  the  text:  Verily  IJky  uu* 
toyou^  that  many  prophets  and  righ'keous  men  have  defiredt^ 
fii  tbofe  things  ivbich  ye  Jie^  aAd  have  not  feen  them  /  amdu 
hear  tbofe  things  which  ye  heaf^  and  have  Hot  heard  them*  Ai^ 
ter  which,  his  concluding  care  was  to  provide,  by  due  regvda* 
tions,  for  the  perpetual  fupport  of  this  ordinance ;  and  pro- 
mife  the  minifters  of  it,  that  be  would  be  with  them  aiway^ 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  warldt-  We  are  therefore  not  only 
to  efteem  it,  as  a  prudent  and  ufeful  things  but  to  teveience 
it,  as  the  appointment  of  our  Lord  and  Mafter ;  and  attead 
oa  it  in  faithful  ezpe&ation  of  his  bleffing.  For  under  what- 
ever difad vantages  of  human  weaknefs  the  gofpel  is  often 
preached,  it  is  flill  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation^^  to  all 
that  hear  it,  as  they  ought.  Nor  can  we  hope,  that  he  who 
refijleib  the  proud^  hut  giveth  grace  to  the  humhle%  will  give  it 
thofe,  who  fet  up  their  own  wifdom  againft  that  of  heaven ; 
which  hath  exprefsly  ordained  pajiors  and  teachers^  for  the  ^ 
Effing  of  the  body  of  Chrifl^,  And  fo  effectually  did  this 
method,  unafEded  by  human  art  or  power,  build  up  the  church 
in  fpite  of  all  oppofition  of  every  kind  ;  that,,  in  a  fmall  com- 
pafs  of  time,  the  chriftian  faith  was  diffufed  through  the  earthy 
drove  atheifm,  idolatry  and  vice  into  cornersj  wherever  it  ap- 
peared ;  and  planted  in  their  ftead,  rational  piery,  benevolent 
virtue,  moral  felf-governmcnt,  founded  on  the  fure  profpefi  of 
eternal  felicity. 

Happy 
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Happ7  would  mankind  have  been,  had  the  pnritj  and  goo4 
inflaeace  of  this  excellent  do&rine  been  preferved,  by  a  care* 
ful  ufe  of  the  means,  that  recommended  it  firfi.  But,  bj  de- 
grees, preachers  bandUd  the  word  of  God  dictitfully*^  and 
Itearers  turned  away  tbeir  ears  from  the  truth  unto  fables\: 
iitftxu&ion,  was  partlj  perverted,  partlj  difufed :  error  and 
fbperftition  returned  in  a  new  form,  and  ignorance  and 
wickednefs  again  overfpread  the  world.  Once  more,  two  cen« 
furies  ago,  tlie  reftoration  of  a  preaching  miniflrj  reflored 
truth  and  freeedom  amongft  us :  and  keeping  up  a  due  nU 
peA  for  it,  is  our  great  (Jecurity  againft  the  dreadful  alteni^ 
tive  of  open  profanenefs  and  profligatenefs,  or  Popiih  darkntfi 
and, tyranny  :  the  former  of  which  evils,  in  all  likelihood^  if 
ever  it  prevails,  will  foon  make  way  for  the  latter.  And 
therefore  religious  inflru&ion,  which  guards  us  at  once  agaioft 
both,  is  a  mofl:  important  public  good. 

Its  private  advantage  to  particular  perfons  feems  indeed  often 
to  be  fmall.  Multitudes  there  are,  as  bad,  notwithftanding  It, 
as  one  can  well  imagine  they  would  be  without  it :  and  for  this 
rea&n  fome  deny  its  benefit.  But  furely  it  is  a  il  range  objec- 
tion againft  the  nlefulnefs  of  a  medicine,  that  they  who  re« 
fufe  to  take  it,  or  negle£t  to  take  it  regularly,  are  never  the 
better  for  it.  Many  defpife  and  ridicule  this  inftitution  :  and 
yet  from  time  to  time  gravely  complain  of  the  little  good  it 
doth,  whilft  they  are  diligently  endeavouring,  that  it  (hall  do 
ilill  lefs.  And  of  the  reft  of  mankind,  few  attend  it  fo  con- 
flantly  as  they  ought,  and  fewer  ftill  with  a  due  degree  of 
right  difpofition.  Yet  after  all,  the  number  made  truly  and 
inwardly  religious  and  virtuous  by  it,  is  not  contemptible ; 
thofe  that  are  amended  in  part,  or  kept  back  from  being  mi- 
chievoufly  wicked,  are  very  large  :  and  in  how  much  worfe  a 
condition  we  ftiould  quickly  be,  were  it  laid  afide,  is  aban- 
dantly  mori  eafy  to  forefee,  than  £afc  to  try.  Too  much  trial 
indeed  we  have  had  already  :  more  than  enough  to  find,  that 
as  the  contempt  of  God's  word  and  woHhip  increafes,  idlenefs, 
debauchery,  diflionefty,  fpread  through  the  generality  of  man- 
kind  :  evils,  which  one  fiiould  think  every  one  is  greatly  con- 
cerned to  prevent,  but  efpccially  the  upper  part  of  the  world, 
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boch  for  the  fake  of  their  inferiors  and  their  own-     How  far 
the  fame  bad  eonfequences  have  taken  place  .amongft  them- 
felres,  might  perhaps  appear  difrefpedlal  to  fay :     but  wc 
maj  furely  beg,  that  they  and  all  men  would  ferioufly  con- 
fider,  what  one  good  effeft  they   have  ever  obferved  to  follow 
from  difregarding.the  appointed  exercifes  of  religion  :  in  what 
better  way  the  time,   allotted  for  thtfc  exercifes,  is  generally 
employed  by  thofe,   who  frequent  them  not  ;•  and  what  harm 
could  pbffibly  follow,   if,   from  obedience  to  the  command  of 
God,  from  a  rcfpecl  to  public  authority,  from  concern  for  pu- 
blic welfare,  from  tendernefs  for  their  own  private  reputation, 
and  (may  we  not  add  ?^  from  hope  of  poflibly  receiving  fome 
little  improvement  too,   they   fhould  prevail  on  themfelves  to 
fpcnd  at  church,  every   week,   a  few  of  thofe  hours,  which 
they  do  not  feem,  on  other  occafions,  to  reckon  fo  very  pre- 
cious.    Doing  this,  and  requiring  thofe  who  depend  on  you  to 
do  it  alfo,  you  cannot  have  occaiion  to  regret  very  bitterly ; 
omitting  it,  whatever  you  think  now,  perhaps  you  may,  cer« 
tainly  you  will,  repent :     God  grant  the  time  may  come,  be- 
fore it  is  too  late.      Let  us  therefore  now  make  this,   amongil 
others,  one  trial  of  our  fpiritual  ftate,  whether  we  have  loved 
tie  habitation  of  Cod*s  houfe^  the  place  where  his  honour  dwel^ 
leth*:    whether  we  receive  the  word  with  all   readinefs   of 
mnd\^  and  dejire  the  fncere  milk  ofit^  as  St.  Peter  exprcffcs 
himfelf,  that  we  may  grow  therebyX^     If  not,  let  us  ftir  up 
ourfelves  to  the  more  conftant  and  zealous  praftice  of  a  duty, 
which  the  apoftle  to  the  •  Hebrews  enjoins   as  an  indifpenfable 
one,  even  in  the  mrdft  of  fevere  perfecutions  :    with   whofe 
words  I  conclude.     Let  us  holdfajl  the  prof  ejfion  of  our  faith 
without    wavering,  and  provoke  one  another  unto  love  and 
good  works y  not  forfaking  the  ajfembling  of  ourfelves  together^ 
as  the  manner  of  fome  is  ^   but  exhorting  one  another:    andfo 
much  the  more,  as  ye  fee  the  day  approaching^.      t^ 
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SERMON    LIII. 

The  Qualities  of  a  Pioui  and  Devout  Hearer  of  the 
Word  or  God. 


.  Luke  viii.  i8. 
HhJ^e  heed  therefore  how  ye  hear. 

T^VERY  advantage,  beftowed  on  us  by  providence,  is  a 
*^  truft,  of  which  we  mull  hereafter  give  account.  The  ad. 
vantages,  which  tend  more  immediate!j  to  our  improvement  in 
piety  and  virtue,  are  a  truft  of  the  moft  important  kind :  and 
religious  infiruflion  holds  a  principal  rank  amoqg  the{e.  Its 
nature  is  e^ceUently  fitted  to  do  men  good :  the  grace  of  God 
is  ever  ready  to  accompany  it :  and  yet  very  frequently  it  fails 
of  its  end.  Doubtlefs  too  often  this  is  our  fault,  who  are  enw 
ployed  to  difpetife  it.  We  do  not  preach,  we  do  not  live,  as 
we  fhould :  may  God  be  merciful  to  ns  and  amend  us :  for 
heavy  will  be  our  condemnation,  if  we  wilfully  tranfgreCsi 
or  fupinely  negled,  either  part  of  our  duty.  Bat  the 
word  of  Qod,  even  when  delivered  by  i^nikilful  and  wicked 
hands,  hath  power  enough  t»  produce  its  efied,  if  received  as 
it  ought :  and  though  delivered  by  the  ablcft  and  bed,  too  com- 
monly, for  want  of  being  fo  received,  produces  none.  Preach^ 
tn  of  right  eoufnffs^  from  the  days  of  Noah*  to  this,  have  found 
their  warni^s  in  a  great  meafure  fruitlefs.  Prophets,  exprefs- 
ly  commiflHied  from  heaven,  have  been  rejc&ed  or  difregard- 
ed  by  tbofe,  to  whom  they  were  Tent.  Nay,  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf,  as  indeed  bis. whole  hiftory,  but  efpecially  his  parable 
in  this  chapter  fhews,  met  with  many,  in  whofe  hearts  hii 
do6lrine  either  gained  no  reception,  or  foon  withered  away,  or 
was  choked 'with  thorns  ;  for  af  ew,  who  brought  forth  good 
fruit,  in  a  greater  degree  or  a  ltf:>.     And  if  it  was  needful  for 
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him,whoJ^a^f  As  never  man  did*j  who  confirmed  his  difcourfes 
by  mirtclet,  and  adorned  both  bj  a  life  of  perfeft  holinefs,  to  bid 
his  apoftles  tbemfeWes  taie  heed  bow  ibey^  heard-,  milch 
nore  ought  his  miniftera  now  to  give  his  people  th^ 
fame  cantion,  and  they  to  obfcrve  it.  You  think,  and  they, 
very  traly,  that  a  great  deal  is  incumbent  on  us,  but  do 
yoo  confider,  what  is  incumbent  on  yourfelves  ?  Our  reafoni 
to  de&re  that  our  preaching  may  be  fuccefsful,  are  very  ilrong : 
but  yours  are  yet  ftronger,  IF  we  fail  of  converting  you, 
provided  we  endeavour  it  faithfully,  we  have  delivered  our  own 
fouliihvLt  if  you  fail  of  being  converted,  you  die  in  your  ini^ 
fuitff.  The  gofpcl  is  the  favour  of  life  or  of  deathly  to  all  that 
licar  It.  Thofe,  who  are  careful  to  improve  by  it,  God  will 
blcfs  with  further  improvements :  thofe,  who  are  not,  he  will 
kave  in  his  juft  judgement  to  grow  worfe  and  worfc  :  or,  to 
fpeak  the  language  of  our  Saviour  juft  after  the  text ;  Whofo* 
ever  bath,  to  him  fhall  he  given ;  and  whofoever  hath  not, 
from  him  fball  he  taken  even  that  tvhichhe  feemab  to  have. 
Being  therefore  fo  deeply  concerned  ip  the  matter,  let  us  all 
eonfider,  with  what  difpofition  of  heart  we  ought  to  receive  re- 
ligious inftruftion. 

I.  And  in  the  firft  place,  that  we  (bould  hearken  to  it  with 
attention,  is  exceedingly  plain  :  for  elfe  both  fpeaking  and 
bearing  are  loft  labour.  And  yet  how  many  are  there,  who 
vouchfafe  not  even  h  much  regard  to  the  dodrine  of  falvation  ? 
Decency  perhaps  brings  us  hither :  and  a  failure  of  making  our 
appearance  might  be  remarked  to  our  difadvantage :  but  whether 
Our  minds  are  abfent,  cannot  be  fo  cafily  obferved  :  and  therefore 
about  that,  we  are  very  indifferent.  Or  we  come  of  courfc  ;  with- 
out reflef^iog,  what  end  is  defigned  to  be  ferved  by  it :  and, 
though  our  confcicnccs  would  not  let  us  ftay  away,  yet  we 
have  never  bethought  ourfelves,  that  being  here  without  any  care 
to  become  the  wifer  for  it,  amounts  very  nearly* to  the  lame 
thing.  Moft  however  have  fnrely  fome  general  intention  of  mind- 
ing what  they  are  slbout :  but  in  fo  weak  a  degree,  that  every 
fnggeftion  of  every  kind  overpowers  it.  Some  fet  their  hearts 
on  the  affairs,  and  fome  on  the  pleafnres  of  life  fo  intirt-ly,  that 
thcfe  objeds  croud  in  at  the  moft  improper  times,  and  drive 
•w  all  others.     Too  many  have  indulged  an  indolent  thought- 
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Icflnels,  till  applying  tbeic  miDds  in  eameft  to  nnj  thing  is 
become  extremely  difficult  and  painful  to  them.  Not  a  few 
sre  engaged  fo  deeply  in  obfervatioQ  of  what  they  fee  at 
dinrch,  that  they  have  no  room  left  lor  taking  notice  of  what 
they  hear.  There  are  peribns  too,  who  have  fo  much  to  fay 
one  to  another,  that  they  lofe,  and  make  thofe  aronnd  them 
lofe,  much  of  what  the  preacher  hath  to  lay  to  them  aB«  And 
frequent  mutual  informations,  it  feems,  are  of  fnch  importanct 
and  neceiSty  to  be  communicated  immediately^  that  evea  the 
duties  of  hearkening  to  God*s  word  in  the  leflbos,  and  fii^gnig 
his  praifcs  in  the  pfalras,  muft  give  way  to  them.  But  indeed 
the  bed  difpofed,  and  mofi  coniiderate,  are  not  fo  happy  -al* 
ways,  as  to  command  their  own  thoughts.  Our  imagiuationsi 
however  carefully  checked,  are  too  apt,  on  every  occafioo,  to 
prefent  us  with  a  multiplicity  of  fancies  and  notions,  quite 
foreign  to  the  bufincfe  we  are  upon  :  but  never  more  fo,  than 
in  the  midft  of  our  religious  exercifes.  And  when  once  our 
minds  are  got  loofe  -,  an  effed,  which  the  leafi  accid€;nt  wiU 
produce  ;  then  on  they  run  from  one  thing  to  another,  hanging 
together  by  fome  kind  of  whimlical  connection,  till  we  are  car- 
ried we  know  not  whither :  and  if  we  try  to  recover  ourfelves, 
are  often  lofl  a  fecond  time  in  the  very  endeavour.  Some  de- 
gree of  this  is  merely  the  we-aknefs  of  our  (iallen  condition  : 
and  fome  have  by  nature  more  of  it  than  others :  for  which 
they  have  indeed  caufe  to  be  forry,  yet  not  to  think  dtfpond- 
ingly  of  their  fpiritual  condition.  But  ft  ill,  too  much  of  it  is 
commonly  our  own  fault.  We  have  taught  ourfelves  to  be  fo 
unfettled  as  we  are,  by  indulging  a  languid  indifference  to  the 
moil  interefting  of  all  our  concerns ;  and  perhaps  too,  by  de- 
lighting in  the  vain  amufement,  which  thefe  roving  ideas  give 
us,  at  the  moft  improper  feafons.  The  cure  of  this  bad  habit 
is  very  difficult :  and  therefore  our  watchfulnefs  againft  its 
growing  upon  us  ought  to  be  the  greater :  and  our  attempts 
to  root  it  out,  more  clofely  followed.  We  muft  beg  of  God 
pardon  for  our  pad  negbCts,  and  affiliance  for  the  time  to 
come.  We  muft  imprint  on  our  minds,  be  for  eh  and,  as  derply 
as  ever  wc  can,  the  importance  of  inftrydion  in  our  duty :  and 
come  to  it  with  the  moil  deliberate  and  firmeft  purpofe  of  ftrid 
attention.     Wc  mull  call  ourfelves  b&ck  immediately,   when 
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we  find  we  are  vrandering :  and  without  ftajing  at  all  to  dif- 
cover  what  it  was;  that  led  us  off,  return  without  delaj  to  the 
fubjed  before  us.  We  muft  alfo  make  U  a  rule  to  recolleft 
afterwards  the  principal  things,'  that  have  been  faid  to  us.  For 
Dot  only  this  will  tie  us  down  to  mind  them  the  more,  when 
thej  are  fpoken  ;  but  minding  them  ever  fo  much  juft  thea« 
will  finglj  be  of  fmall  benefit :  we  mail  think  them  over  and 
over  at  bome,,  till  we  digeft  them  into  lailing  nourifhment ;  andt 
as  the  apoftle  dire&si  give  fuch  earnejl  heed  to  the  things 
vjhicb  we  have  beard^  that  we  may  not  at  any  timet  kt  tbem 

1.  But  hearing  God's  word  with  attention  viull  probably  do 
us  no  good,  unlefs,  in  the  fecond  place,  we  hear  it.  alfo  with' 
out  prejudice  againft  it :  for  elfe  we  fhali  attend  to  it,  only  to 
find  fault,,  invent  objei^ions,  and  fo  lead  ourfelves  into  error ; 
vhich  may  be  worfe  than  ignorance.  Now  unreafonable  par* 
tiality  is  blame-worthy  in  all  cafes :  but  extremely  fo,  when  it 
operates  to  the  difadvantage  of  religion.  The  dodrines  of  na- 
tural piety  and  morality  are  CQnfefiTedly  of  the  plained  and 
greateft  ufe  to  the  prefent  peace  and  comfort,  as  well  as  th« 
future  happinefs,  of  mankind.  And  thofe  which  revelation 
hath  added,  illuftrate,  confirpn,  and  fupply  the  defers  of  the 
former,  in  the  moft  perfeft  decree.  Prepofleffion  therefore  a- 
gainft  either,  is  oppofition  to  our  own  chief  good,  to  that  of.the 
world  in  general :  and  every  worthy,  every  prudent  man,  who 
at  all  underilands  what  chriilianity  is,  cannot  but  hearken  to 
it  with  delight,  and  heartily  wifh  to  find  it  true ;  and  when  l>e 
is  convinced  it  is,  defire  to  have  it  conftantly  incfulcated  oir 
himfelf  and  his  fellow-creatures,  throughout  the  earth.  To 
vain  and  vicious  minds  indeed  hearing  it  faithfully  preached 
mall  give  uneafinefs*  But  ftill  fuch  preaching  is  the  moft  real, 
the  moft  feafouable  and  neceftary  kindnefs,  that  can  be  done 
them.  Unwelcome  truths  will  be  never  the  lefs  truths,  but 
much  the  more  dreadful,  for  their  ftudying  to  diibelieve  them.^ 
And  therefore  the  wicked,  beyond  all  others,  are  concerned, 
to  take  notice  of  the  threatenings  of  the  gofpel,  lay  hold  on  its 
mercies,  and  examine  their  lives  by  its  precepts ;  whenever 
they. know,  or  but  fufpeS,  they  have  afted  wrong.    Nay,  fup- 
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ptife  they  have  no  fufpicion  of  that  fort,  yet  unprejudiced  at- 
tention to  the  preaching  of  it  can  do  therti  no  harm  ;  and  roay 
do  thttn  more  good,  than  they  think  of.  We  reqiiirc '  no  im- 
plicit fnbmiffion  to  what  we  teach.  We  warn  yon  againft 
h.  So  far  as  our  doctrine  w  difeerned  by  your  reafon,  or  felt 
hy  your  confcienccs,  to  be  true :  or  appears  to  ftand  on  the 
leftimony  of  God ;  fo  far'  only  believe  us.  JVe  /peak  as  to 
wfe  men  ;  judge  ye  what  we  fay*  •  All  that  vee  aflL  is,  judge 
uprightly.  For  prepofTeffion  hurries  people  to  condemn  what 
they  will  not  have  patience  to  underftand  :  they  imagine  arti- 
cles of  faith  to  be  unintelligible,  and  rules  of  life  to  be  unrel- 
fbaable,  without  the  leaft  foundation ;  and  alarm  thex&felves 
and  others  with  phantoms,  the  mere  creatures  of  their  own 
fancies* 

But  though  irreligious  prejudices  always  prevail  too  much : 
yet  there  arc  times,  when  fafliion  gives  a  more  than  ordinary 
countenanceto  them:  when  all,  that  would  make  a  genteel  figure, 
muft  throw  afide  the  antiquated  notions  of  learning  their 
duty ;  and  think,  or  feem  to  think,  ill  or  meanly  of  thofe  who 
are  to  teach .  it.  Now  whether  you  have  need  to  karn  any 
thing  which  you  did  not  know,  or  be  reminded  of  any  thing 
which  you  had  forgotten,  or  be  excited  to  any  thing  which 
you  negleft,  or  diffuaded  from  any  thing  which  you  praftife, 
I  muft  leave  to  your  own  confcienccs.  The  word  of  God,  the 
wifdom  of  all  civilized  nations,  the  judgement  and  experience 
of  all  wife  men  declare  tlnit  every  one  hath  need  of  thefe  things. 
And  as  for  us,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  teach  :  paying  us  too  much 
jcgard,  we  acknowledge,  is  a  dangerous  temptation  to  us  ;  and 
may  do,  and  hath  done,  great  harm  to  true  religion,  to  virtue, 
to  human  i'ociety  ;  but  paying  us  too  little,  is  fall  as  likely  to 
do  harm.  And  we  appeal  to  yourfelves :  which  extreme  arc 
the  people  of  this  land  at  prefent  moft  inclined  to?  Certainly 
you  ought  to  have  your  eyes  open  to  our  faults  and  imperfec- 
tions :  t\k  they  will  encreafe :  but  jou  ought  to  confider  at 
the  fame  time,  how  difficult  it  is  for  any  fet  of  men,  and  for 
U3  in  particular,  to  behave  fo  unblameably,  as  we  (faonld.  And 
indeed  while  we  difcharge  our  office  With  any  good  degree  of 
£uthfttliieft,  the  beneficial  nature  of  it  (hould  mcthinks  intitle 
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OS  to  finne  peculiar  (bare  of  the  good^will  and  candqur  of  man* 
kind.  At  Icaft,  no  one  (hould,  either  defigncdly  or  inconfider* 
atelj,  make  fuch  bar  ill  interpretations  of  what  we  faj  or  da^ 
iis  would  be  uniyerfal}/  thought  unjuft,  or  uncharitable,  with 
refped  to  any  other  m^n.  For  fuch  treatment  will  i^ot  oolj 
injare  u^,  but  aia)s.e  us  jn  ^  great  mcafure  ufelefs  to  tbofe  ua» 
derour  care  ;  which,  is  a  matter  of  public  concern.  They, 
who  are  ioftru£led  or  admonilbed  by  one*  of  whom  they  think 
amifs,  let  him  la^  before  them  ever  fo  important  truths*  very 
fcldom  take  much  notice  of  th^m.  Yet  this  is  one  prejudice 
sgainA  which  you  ought  to  gu^ird  with  your  beft  diligence* 
The  Scrihis  and  Pbarifee4  were  both  ill  men,  and  our  Savi- 
our's bittereft  enemies  ;  yt%  fince  they  /at  in  Mofis*  feaU 
were  the  authorized  in(lru&oTs  of  the  people,  he  commanded 
liis  difcxples  to  abfirv^  and  do  v)hatfoAer  duties  they  bud$ 
them*.  Afk  your  own  hea  ts  tben«  ai"^  you  thus  difpoTed  ia 
relation  to  every  tr^tb,  wbiph  you  hear  from  us ;  of  whom^ 
we  hope,  you  have  cfiufe  to  entertain  a  fomewbat  better  opinio 
^1),  than  of  them  ? 

But  they^  who  have  no  general  prejudice  againft  religioue 
inftru&ion  or  the  difpenfers  of  it|  have  notwithftanding  too 
often  very  blameable  j»otipathie8  to  particular  fubje^s.  Some 
are  highly  pleafed,  when  we  enlarge  on  points  of  faitb :  but 
b^te  tp  b^^  thofe  of  praAice  much  enforced*  Others  are  for 
pra&ical  difcourfes  <Hily :  and  forget,  that  faith  is  the  neceflfary 
foundation  of  them ;  and  if  it  were  not,  that  God  hath  the 
(izme  right  to  our  believing  what  he  teaches  as  to  our  doing  what 
be  requires.  Some  would  have  preaching  confill  wholly  of 
moral  dodrines ;  and  hold  piety  in  contempt,  as  an  ufeleJGi  en* 
thufi^ftical  thing  :  though  both  reafon  and  fcripture  fay,  it 
it  the  firjl  and  great  commandment^.  Others  defpife  morality, 
as  an  inferior  heathenifh  attainment :  and  think  only  the  fiib- 
limer  parts  of  religion  ibould  be  taught :  though  the  apoftle 
feith  exprefsly,  /  wil  thett  thou  affirm  conjlantly  that  they, 
who  have  believed  in  Godj  be  careful  to  maintain  good  worki : 
theft  things  are  goad  and  profitable  unto  menl.  Many  will 
pay  great  attention  to  the  gracious  promifes  of  the  gofpel : 

but 
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but  little  or  nona  to  its  laws  and  threatnifigs.  Or,  if  thej  are 
willing  we  fhould  dwell  on  fome  precepts,  which  not  thej, 
bnt  their  neighbours,  tranfgrefs ;  ftill  they  turn  a  deaf  car  to 
all  diat  can  be  faid  on  others:  and  one  would  except  his  un*- 
juft  gains,  a  fecond  his  vicious  pleafures,  a  third  his  vain  amufe* 
ments,  a  fourth  his  ill  humour,  a  fifth  his  caufelefs  feparatioo, 
from  being  anj  proper  matter  of  our  animadverfion.  In  (horti 
with  moft  hearers,  fome  points  are  in  fuch  farour,  that  thej 
can  hardly  be  repeated  too  often,  or  carried  too  far :  and  others 
fo  unwelcome,  that  the  very  mention  of  them  gives  offence. 
They  have  not  patience  enough  to  difcem  the  true  ftate  of  the 
queftion :  much  ]e(s  to  obferve  the  force  of  the  arguments  for 
it ;  or  confider  the  anfwers  to  their  objedions  againft  it :  but 
Kjefi  immediately  with  anger,  whatever  thwarts  their  indin- 
ation,  or  preconceived  opinion  :  unmindful  of  the  prophets  re* 
proof  to  the  Jews  of  old  :  This  is  a  rehellious  people^  that  wiB 
not  bear  the  law  of  the  Lord;  which  fay  to  thefters^fee  not : 
and  to  the  prophets^  prophrfy  not  unto  us  right  things^  fpsai 
unto  usfmootb  things^  prophefy  deceits'^ ^  But  however  apt  we 
are  to  think  otherwife,  both  our  bufinefs  and  our  intereft  is^  not 
to  Ihut  ouf  eyes  againft  inftruAion,  but  noake  ufe  of  the 
light  it  offers ;  not  to  fence  againft  convifiion,  but  lay  open 
onr  hearts  to  the  impreflioft  of  truth,  be  it  ever  fo  painful ; 
and  receive  with  meeinefs  the  ingrafted  word^  which  ii  abk  to 
fave  ourfoulsf.  For  thofc  duties,  which  we  the  leaft  like  to 
hear  of,  may  be,  and  often  are,  the  moft  needful  to  be  incul* 
cated  Aipon  us  of  all  others.  Thofe  doctrines,  of  which  we  are 
the  moft  firmly  perfuaded,  may,  for  aught  we  know,  unlefs 
we  have  examined  them  well,  be  great  miftakes.  And  even 
fuppofing  them  true,  yet  attending  only  to  one  part  of  the 
truth,  may  lead  us  into  error. 

3.  The  third  difpofition,  requifite  in  attending  on  the  word 
of  God,  is  ferioufnefs  of  hesjrt.  There  are  many,  who  have 
no  pofitive  prejudices,  founded  on  feeming  arguments  againft 
it,  but  fo  thpugbtkfs  and  giddy,  that  they  (Tight  it  moft  fnr- 
prifingly.  At  bcft,  they  look  on  what  is  delivered  from  tience, 
^  fumcthing  of  courfc  to  be  faid,  and  not  to  be  minded.     But 

in 
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ip^their  livelier  moo4s  thej  cao  divert  themfelves  extremely 
^kh  the  moft  folemn  exhortations  ;  and  their  gaiety  is  apt  to 
rife  (he  higher,  the  more  eamt^illy  their  duty  is  prefled  upon 
them.     Now  undoubtedl j  the  exercion  of  a  cheerful  temper, 
when  regulated  by  good  fenfe  and  propriety,  is  very  innocent, 
as  well  as  agreeable.     But  to  feek  ibr  master  of  drollery  in 
every  thing ;  and  dre£s  up  fubje^s  of  the  utjnoft  iinportance  ia 
ludicrous  difgulfes,  to  delight  ourfelves  and  otliers  with  laugh- 
ing at  them,  is  the  fiUieft  affedlatron  of  wit,  and  the  mod  dan« 
geroiis  kind  of  foily.     Remember  then :  what  your    Maker 
eajotas,.what  your  eternal  happtnefs  or  mifery   depends  on,  16 
worthy  of  the  moil  awful  atteacion,  even  of  the  moil  fprightly 
mind  :  befideB  that  the  fame  levity,  which  inclines  men  to  play 
thus  with  religious  truths,  ufually  difpofes  them  to  treat  the 
weightieft  if  airs  of  cooim6n  life  with  the  fame  fort  of  fportful 
iadifcretion,  till  at  length  the  end  of  tbat^  mirth  is  beavine/i\ 
even  in  this  world.  ' 

Sometimes  indeed  want  of  ft rious  regard  to  what  we  hear, 
loaay  not  fecm  altogether  i&exeuCable.  Sabjeds  of  the  greateft 
moment  may  be  handled  fo  improperly,  as  to  difguft  even  the 
well-meaning;  and  poffibly  raife  contemptuous,  infiead  ofde^ 
vout  nefleftioBs.  But  as  it  muft  be  a  very  wrong  heart,  that 
takes  occafion  to  be  thas  moved,  where  none  is  given :  fo  if 
much  be  given,  which  furely  is  act  frequently  the  cafe,  it 
cannot  be  a  right  heart,  which  dwells  on  fuch  things  onlyy  or 
chiefly.  Confider  ;  here  jou  come,  in  obedience  to  the  appoint* 
ment  of  God,  to  learn  or  recolle£l  the  do3:rines  and  the  pre- 
cepts, that  Iea4  to  falvation.  One  or  more  of  them  are  ac« 
cordingly  laid  before  you  and  recommended  to  you  :  but  un- 
happily with  fome  peculiarity,  it  may  be,  of  phrafe  or  manner  j 
fome  arguments  not  of  the  ftrongeft,  fome  irregularity  of  me- 
thod, or  waat.of  livelinefs  or  prudence  :  in  ihort,  fome  mi^Emre 
or  other  of  human  infirmity.  Ought  thtfe  defeds»  be  they 
ever  fo  real,  though  poffibly  after  all  they  are  but  imaginary, 
to  change  the  important  bufinefs  you  are  upon«  into  an  ill-na« 
tured  amufement :  and  turn  you  afidc,  from  the  improvement 
of  your  own  fouls,  to  an  .idle  criticifih  upon  another  man's 
performance?  Or  is  it  the  concern  of  every  one  of  us,  to  profit 
by  all  we  can,  fupply  what  is  wanting,  add  flrength  to  what 
is  weak  ;  and  pafs  lightly  over  the  imperftclions*  of  our  inflruc- 
tors,  remembering  our  own  ? 

Voi^Il.  S  But 
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Bat  thej,  who  by  no  means  hear  fermons  with  contempti 
Will  yet  be  far  from  due  ferioufnefsy  if  they  hear  them  only 
with  curjofity.  And  this  it  may  be  feared  is  a  very  common 
•cafe.  We  want  to  have  fome  fafhionable  coniroverfy  difcufied, 
fome  difficult  paflage  of  fcripture  explained,  fome  darling  fpe* 
culatron  enlarged  on,  fome  plauiible  hypothefis  propofed  :  in  a 
word,  fomething  told  us,  that  may  prove  a  pleafing  exercife  of 
our  under  (landings  at  the  time,  apd  a  help  to  converfation  af- 
terwards. Difcourfes,  of  which  we  can  make  this  ufc,  wc 
feldom  think  of  putting  to  any  better  ;  of  fuch  a^  we  cannott 
we  foon  grow  weary,  and  hearken  impatiently  after  other 
teachers^  havings  as  the  apoftle  exprelfes  it,  itching  ears^m 
Thus  we  pay  moft  earncft  attention  to  what  we  hear :  and 
receive  abfolutely  no  good  from  it.  For  filling  our  beads^  in 
this  manner,  is  rather  the  way  to  corrupt  our  hearts,  than  to 
amend  tliem.  Learning  and  ingenuity  are  doubtlefs  of  great 
fevvice  in  explaining,  deluding,  and  adorning  religion.  But 
ilill  the  things,  which  a  ferious  man  will  chufe  to  have  moft 
infifted  on  in  th^  pulpit,  are  thofe,  which  he  is  moft  concerned 
to  pradlife,  and  moft  liable  to  fail  in,  the  plain  commom  rules 
of  a  chriftian  life.  There  is  nothing  new  perhaps,  in  foch  dif- 
courfes :  nothing,  but  wh^t  you  have  often  heard  and  well  re- 
member. But  have  you  minded  it  as  effeAually  as  you  ought? 
Searching  into  this  may  poilibly  be  new  enough  to  you  ;  how 
agreeable,  God  and  ourfelves  know  beft  :  but  it  is  needful, 
without  queftion.  Repeating  to  you  ever  fo  often  the  pre- 
cepts, which  you  are  confcious  you  obferve,  will  give  you 
plcafure.  And  the  more  unpleafing  the  repetition  of  the  reft 
is,  the  more  neceffary  it  will  be.  "  This  kind  of  preaching 
hath  no  entertainment  in  it."  Very  true.  But  is  it  for  en- 
tertainment that  you  come  to  the  houfe  of  God  ?  Such  as  do, 
muft  not  take  it  amifs  to  be  difappointed  )  but  fubm'it,  infiead 
of  what  tfiey  wifli,  ^o  have  wh^t  tliey  want,  given  them;  the 
knowledge  of  ibeir  duty,  their  fins,  their  Saviour,  their  grounds 
of  hope  or  fear  in  relaticn  to  eternity.  At  leaft,  whatever 
tlu*y  might  like  for  themf^lves,  they  muft  permit  others  to  bav9 
the  gnfpe I  preached  to  them\> 

But 
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But  fuppofing  yoi\^are  ever  fo  defirous  to  hear  ferroons,^vcr 
{q  proper :  on  whac  account  do  70U  deiire  it  ?  Perhaps  only  to 
enjoj  the  fatisfa&ion,  vhich  a  well  compofed  ^i^courfe  natur<% 
ally  affords.  Your  ear  is  gratified,  your  fentio^ents  are  enli*' 
yened,  agreeable  emotions  of  various  kincb  are  excited.  So 
the  bearer  is  pleafed,  the  fpeaker  commended,  and  followed  } 
bat  with  no  thought  of  pra&ifing  one  word  he  hath  faid.  Thi;i 
is  the  turii^  of  mind,^  fo  adourably  defcribed,  many  ages  ago, 
by  the  prophet  E%ektel,  Son  ofman^  the  children  of  thy  peo-- 
fiefliUwrt  talking  of  thee"^  by  the  walls  and  in  the  doors  of  th$ 
boufesj  and  f peak  one  to  another^  every  one  to  his  brother,  fay-^ 
ingt  come,  I  pray  you  ^  and  hear  what  is  thewordj  that  comet  b 
forth  from  the  Lord.  And  they  come  and  Jit  before  thee  as  my 
peopk  ;  and  they  hear  thy  words ^  but  they  will  not  do  them  : 
for  with  th4ir  mouth  theyjbew  much  love,  but  their. heart  goetb 
after  their  covetoujnefs  ;  their  worldly  dtfires  of  whatever 
fort.  And  lo,  thou  art  unto  them  as  a  very  lovely  fong,  of  one 
that  bath  a  pleafant  voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  injirument  i 
for  they  bear  thy  words,  but  they  do  them  iio/|-.  Religious  in* 
ftru&ion  could  never  be  appointed  to  give  fuch  empty,  infig^ 
nificant  delight  as  this  :  nor  doth  it  in  the  leafl  attain  its  pro« 
per  end,  lunlefs  it  influences  men  to  forget  the  preacher,  and 
think  of  themfelves  :  unlefs  it  raifes  in  them>  not  a  fuperficial 
complacency,  or  an  idle  admiration  ?  but  an  awful  folicicude 
about  their  eternal  welfare,  and  that  a  durable  one. 

Conftitutional  warmth  of  temper  is.  often,  blown  up  into  a 
pious  ftame,  that  goes  out  almoil  as  fuddenly,  as  it  was  kind- 
led. Lively  affeftions  are  experienced  ;  excellent  defigns  are 
formed ;  every  thing  promifes  wonderfully  well  for  a  time ; 
and  then  finks  down  into  nothing.  Or,  it  may  be,  men  are 
moved  anew,  and  rcfolvc  anew,  at  every  good  fermon  they 
hear :  but  they  coo)  again  long  before  the  next,  and  bring  no 
fruit  to  maturity.    -  Now  a  life  of  religious  feelings  and  intSeo- 

'       S  2  tions, 

*  This  is  the  marginal,  and  the  right  tranflation. 

t  Ezek.  xxxiii.  go,  31,  3^- 
Sec  an  eiccellent  difcoarfe  of  Mufonrus  the  philofopher  on  this  fub« 
j?^.    A,  GeiL  1.  5.  c.  1'.  See  ^fo  Arr.  Eptft.  1.  3.  c.  ^3      And  the  chv 
.ra^r  o( Sgcrvtes's  difcouribs  f^ven  by  AUihiadcs  on  his  own  expeiience* 
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tion^,  with  an  irreligious  failure  of  ading  fuitablj  to  then,  is 
not  the  life  of  a  chriftian,  nor  will  it  ever  procure  us  the  re*, 
ward  of  one. 

4.  There  ftill  remains  then  a  fourth  requifite,  without  which, 
however  attentive,  impartial,  and  fcrious,  we  are,  we  fliall  M 
ihort;  but  towards  which  all  thefe  qualities  greatly  contribute: 
Und  what  that  is,  the  apoflle  plainly  fignifies  to  us,  where  he 
faith,  T}>e  word  preached  did  not  frojk  ti^m^  not  being  mkei 
Hvitbfaitby  in  tbem  tbat  beard  it"^.  And  the  faith,  that  we 
mud  havo,  to  make  it  profit  us,  is  not  a  mere  biftorical^  perfoi* 
fion  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  thought  with  this  we  are  to 
begin  ;  but  a  deep  ftrnfe  of  our  need  of  God's  mtrcy  prorotfed 
in  it ;  a  thankful  acceptance  of  the  terms,  on  which  that  mercj 
is  offered  ;  an  hurpble  reliance  on  a  cruciiied  SavioBt  £br  par- 
don,  grace  and  ftrengtb  ;  with  a  firm  dependahee  on  having 
thefe  bleflings  conveyed  to  us,  thn)ugh  a  right  ofe  of  rbe  means 
which  he  hath  ordained  for  that  end ;  his  word,  and  focraments, 
na^  prayer.  Such /aitb  indeed  mnft  comrhy  hearing  at  firA^ 
as  the  apoftle  hath  obfervedf .  But  this  is  no  obje&ion  agaioft 
the  neceffity  of  ezercifing  it  afterwards,  in  order  to  bear  as  we 
ought :  and  exercifing  duly  ouf  preftnt  lower  degree  of  it,  is 
the  only  way  to  obtain  a  higher.  Every  one  therefoire^  who 
defires  benefit  from  religious  inilru£tion,  muil  attend  on  it  with 
humility  of  heart,  as  a  falling,  fiiiful,  undeferving  creatore  $ 
to  whom  it  makes  known  a  method  of  recovery^  which  of  him-  | 
felf  he  could  never  haye  found  out  or  imagined.  He  snuft  re*  j 
.  rm^^  iV,  when  delivered  cotifbrmably  to  fcripture,  not  ju  tie 
word  of  men,  but  as  it  is  in  truths  the  ward  of  Gedtr  muft  la« 
bour  to  (Irengthen  his  convtftion  of  thefe  things.  He  muft  ap- 
ply earnedly  to  him,  whofe  gift  faith  is,  for  that  /itith  in  his 
gofpel,  which  ^orketh  by  Iove^»  For  when  once  we  come  to 
love  our  Maker,  our  Redeemer,  our  SanAifiert  we  fliall  hear 
the  very  hardeft  parts  of  our  duty  with  willing  minda^  and 
perform  the  whole  \Tilh  a  cheerful  and  prrfevering  zeal ;  till 
which  time,  all  remains  imj>erfeft  and  ineffedual.  Every  at- 
tainment that  comes  (bort  of  uniform  univerfal  obedience,  how- 
ever fpec;iob8  it  be,  leaves  us  in  eficft  very  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
where  we  wer^.      St.  James*s  coflYparifon  is  perftAly  juf!. 

Be 
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Beye  doers  ^ftbt  word  ;  aM  not  hearers  onlj^  deceiving  your 
ownfelves.  For  if  any  he  a  bearer  of  tbe  word  and  not  a  do- 
er ;  be  is  /He  unto  a  man,  leholSng  bis  natural  face  in  a  giafs. 
For  he  beholdetb  himfelf  and  goetb  bis  way ;  andjlrait  way 
forgettetb,  what  manner  of  man  he  was^.  Yet  this  too  plairfj  . 
appears  to  be  the  common  method.  A  great  part,  evien  of 
thofe,  who  come  to  hear  from  a  principle  of  confcience,  fbch 
as  it^is,  mind  exceedingly  little  at  the  time,  refied  lefs  aftei'r< 
wards,  and  continue  j.uft  the  fanoe  men  they  were  before.  They 
wonder  indeed,  that  their  neighbours  take  no  mote  notice  of  what 
is  fiiid :  and  can.  even  wreft  paffages  in  fiermons  to  meanrngs, 
which  they  were  never  intended  to  have,  and  are  fcarce,  if  at  all 
capable  of,  in  order  to  point  them  againft  the  faults  of  others^ 
while  they  think  not  in  the  leaft  of  eorreding  their  own,  be 
they  ever  fo  plainly  defcribed :  as  if  religbn  were  made  for 
every  one  elfe  to  ^raftife,  but  themfelves.  It  would  really 
fejcm  quite  impoflible,  if  daily  experience  did  not  (hew  it,  that 
men  could  be  told  fo  plainly,  and  warned  fo  frequently,  of 
tranfgreOions  and  follies,  which  they  cannot  deny  to  be  fuch 
by  which  often  they  not  only  do  great  harm,  but  fuf^rgreat  un« 
eafinefs,  in  this  world,  and  which  they  are  fenfible  mud  bring  * 
on  them,  if  not  forfaken,  the  heavieft  vengeance  of  God  in  the 
next ;  yet  fit  all  the  while  as  unconc&oied,  as  if  the  difcourfe 
were  about  fome  perfe&ly  indifferent  matter  j  and  go  aw^y  at 
laft,  without  fo  much  as  a  fingle;  thought  of  ever  changing 
their  conduA.  Or  if  they  do  think  of  reforming,  it  is  at  fome 
diftant  time;  like  Felix ^  when  they  hq^te  a  convenient  feafon\\ 
and  this  they  look  on  as  a  very  pious  intention  :  whereas  indeed 
it  is  only  det;ermining  to  live  on  wickedly  for  the  prefent^  and 
leave  off  they  know  nbt  when.  Or  they  refolve  from  hence- 
forward  to  perform  fome  part  of  their  duty,  the  more  eafy, 
or  profitable,  or  fafiiionable,  perhaps :  but  negled  the  reft,  as 
much  as  ever.  Or  they  go  farther,  and  will  break  loofe  from' 
all  their  fins :  but  they  will  not  avoid  thofe  temptations,  that 
muft  in  all  likelihood  bring  them  back  foon  into  their  former 
bondage;  nor  make  ufe  of  thofe  means,  that  vjoxxM ,preferve 
them  from  it.  Thus,  one  way  or  other,  they  contrive  to  bear 
the  wordf  and  not  to  do  it  i  and  all  they  get  by  this  artful 
management,  as  St.  Jasnes^  in  the  paflage  above-mentioned, 

bath 
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hath  excellentlj  obfervcd,  is  deriving  their  own  fclveu  For 
God  we  caa  never  deceive  ;  men  wc  very  feldom>  do ;  nay  c- 
Ten  ourlGelvesy  for  the  moft  part,  we  are  able  to  cheat  but  poor- 
Ijr ;  and  could  we  fuccecd  in  it  as  completely,  as  we  wiih,  we 
fikould  be  only  the  more  irretrievably  rained. 

T!ake  httd  therefore^  bow  ye  hear  ;  and  begin  your  care  wilb 
coniidering  fo  ferioufly,  and  improving  fo  faithfully,  what  hath 
been  delivered  to  you  for  that  purpofe  now,  that  you  may  reap 
the  trued  and  utmoft  advantage  you  can,  from  whatever  fhall 
bo  any  where  taught  yon  hereafter*  Laying  qfide  aU  malict^ 
0nd  ail  guile  and  hypocrify^  as  new-iorn  babes,  dejire  the  Jin* 
€ere  milt  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby* :  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrifi  i   to  him  be  glory  ^  both  now  and  for  ever.     AmenX* 

^  I  Pet-  iL  r,  2.  t  a  Fct.  iiL  18. 
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And  if  it  feem  evil  unto  you  toferve  the  Lord,  choofi  you  ihii 
day  whom  you  ivil/ferve  :  whciber  the  gods  which  your  fa» 
thert  fervtdy  that  were  on  the  other  Jide  of  the  floods  or  Hb$ 
gods  *of  the  Amorites^  in  wbofe  land  ye  dwell  i  but  as  for 
me  and  my  boufe^  we  will  ferve  the  Lord* 

THE  Sovereign  difpofer  of  all  things,  being  refolvcd  to  dct- 
troy  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  of  Canaan  for  their  im- 
pioas  and  barbarous  idolatries  and  unnatural  lufts»  was  plead. 
cd  to  make  the  yews^  who  were  a  nauch  better,  though  far  from 
ablamelefs,  people,  the  inflruments  of  their  deflru&ion,  ia 
order  to  warn  them  the  more  ftronglj  againft  the  like  iins^ 
Their  leader  in  this  awful  work  was  Jofbua  ;  who,  after  hie 
had  accompliflied  it,  divided  his  conquefts  amongft  them ;  and 
then,  having  received,  from  the  gratitude  of  the  people,  an 
inheritance  in  his  own  tribe,  no  waj  coniiderable,  which  how- 
ever was  all  that  he  a&ed*  ;  appears  to  have  retired  thither, 
and  fpent  the  reft  of  his  dajs  in  an  honourable  privacj ;  leav. 
ing  the  adminiA ration  of  affairs,  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  or^. 
d'marj  civil  magiftrates  :  till,  finding  his  end  ^ppros^ch,  he  ^a« 
thered  all  Ifrael^  and  called  for  their  elders^  their  heads^  their 
judges  and  their  officers^ ;  and  they  prefented  themfelves  be- 
fore God.  In  this  folemn  afTembly,  the  lail  he  was  to  fee, 
requeuing  nothing  for 'himfelf  or  his  pofterity,  but  ftriSly 
following  the  example  of  Mofes,  who  had  in  no  refpeft  exalted 
his  own  defcendanis  above  the  reft  of  the  people  ;  he  expreffes 
the  ftrongeft  folicitude  for  what  he  knew  the  public  happine(* 

to 
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to  depend  on ;  the  preferration  of  trne  rdigion,  and  confe* 
qoentlj  of  virtue,  in  oppofition  to  the  foperftitious  follies^  and 
(hocking  vices,  of  the  nations  roi^nd  them.  To  promote  this 
end,  the  venerable  chief  recounts  to  thcoi,  by  the  efpecial 
dtrcfikion  of  heaven,  the  miraculous  and  gracious  difpenfations 
of  providence,  which  their  fathers  and  they  bad  ezperiesced, 
and  he  had  been  fo  long  a  conilant  eye-witneCi  of  ^  concluding 
the  hiftory  with  their  prefent  happy  condition :  and  his  in- 
ference from  the  whole  isj  new  thtrefore  fear  tht  Lord^  and 
fervt  him,  injlncerity  and  in  truth*.  But  being  fenfible,  that 
mankind  are  ftrangely  apt  not  to  think  theo^elves  in  a  good 
ftate,  when  they  are  in  the  beft  ;  he  proceeds  to  intreat  them, 
that  if  any  are  dtfTatiafi^d  with  the  fruits  of  obfcrving  their 
prefent  religioQ  and  lawa,  they  ynovXi  confider  wi^l,  under 
what  other,  upon  the  whole,  the^  would  wifli  to  be  ;  for  nn- 
der  fome  they  moft.  They  might)  if  they  pleafed,  after  all 
he  had  &td,  try  a  change,  and  take  the  confiequenoes :  but  be 
bad  feen  too  much  of  the  benefit  of  adhering  to  God,  to  have 
the  leall  defire  of  experiencing  what  would  be  the  effefts  of 
forfaking  him :  and  his  prayer  and  his  endeavour  fliould  be, 
that  all  under  his  influence  might  tread,  for  ever,  in  the  fame 
ileps«  Ifitftemml  unto  you  tqferveth$  Lord^  cboofe  jo»t 
this  day^  ^hom  you  vAllfirvt :  hut  as  for  wuandmyhoufti 
nve  vilU  ferve  the  Lord. 
In  thefe  words  we  have, 

I.  An  intimation  of  the  danger  there  is,  that  men  maj 
grow  weary  of  true  religion. 

II.  An  admonition,  that  fuch  would  think  ferioufly  what 
they  propofe  to  exchange  it  for :  and  what  advantage 
they  expeft  from  thence. 

III.  The  refolution,  which  prudeot  men  will  make,  what- 
ever others  do  :  to  continue  in  the  pradice  of  it  theni- 
felves :  and  preferve  a  confcientious  regard  to  it  amoDgft 
all  that  are  placed  under  their  infpedion. 

L  An  intimation  of  the  danger  there  is,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  world  may  grow  weary  of  religion,  even  whilft  it  is  taoght 
in  fimpHcity  and  truth. 

Undoubtedly  one  of  the  Arongeft  prejudices,  againd  it  hath 
afifen  from  the  abfurd,  and  often  hurtful  mixtures,  with  which, 

from 
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from  dme  to  rime,  it  hath  been  corropted,  either  hj  mifiaken 
or  defigning  men.  Thefe  have  tempted  many  to  rejed  the 
whole,  good  and  bad  proroifcuouflj  ;  without  feparating  what 
was  of  God  from  what  was  of  man.  Now,  were  every  thing 
clfe  to  be  treated  in  this  manner,  not  one  of  the  righteft  prin- 
ciples of  behaviour,  or  the  moft  valuable  bleffings  of  life,  . 
could  poffible  efcape.  For  what  is  there  on  earth,  that  hath 
not  been  frequently  mifunderftood,  perverted  and  abufed,  both 
by  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  ?  It  is  therefore  the  grolTeft  par- 
tiality, not  to  diilinguiih  in  the  cafe  of  religion,  when  we  do 
it  in  every  other :  indeed,  not  to  be  as  zealous  for  every  real 
part  of  it,  (for  they  are  all  highly  tifeful)  as  againft  the  cor« 
ruptions  it  hath  unhappily  undergone.  And  yet,  even  in  a 
country  where  it  is  the  pureft,  fome  can  allow  themfelves  to 
talk,  as  if  it  were  fraud  and  impofition  throughout :  can  gra* 
tify  their  vanity,  defend  their  vices,  or  ierve  their  intereftsy 
by  infifting  confidently  on  the  moft  groundlefs  and  exploded 
objeftions  ;  (bmetimes  againft  all  reverence  to  him  who  creat- 
ed them  ;  oft^n  againft  the  revelation  he  hath  made  to  them  : 
nay,  can  flight  it  as  intirely,  without  being  acquainted  with 
the  fiiadow  ci  an  objedion,  as  if  th(^  had  the  ftrongeft  in  the 
world :  think  it  a  reafon  abundantly  fufficient,  that  they  fee 
others  of  good  figure  do  fo  :  and  at  laft^  perhaps,  fet  them- 
felves to  make  it  their  fcorn,  without  having  onee  confidered 
in  eameft,  whether  they  ought  not  to  have  made  it  the  rule 
and  comfort  of  their  lives. 

This  is  going  great  lengths  ;  yet  not  abfolutely  the  greatcft 
of  all.  For  it  hath  happened  too  commonly,  that  thofe  very 
things,  for  which  religion  ought  to  be  honoured  moft,  have 
been  the  true  caufes  of  mens  oppofing  and  forfaking  it,  Th« 
Jewsy  for  inftance,  were  difgufted  with  theirs,  becaufe  it 
was  too  fptritual  and  refined  for  them.  Wc,  indeed,  who  are 
blefl*ed  with  one  yet  more  fo,  may  be  tempted  -to  find  the  con- 
trary fault  with  that  of  Mofes. '  But  think  what  the  worftiip 
of  the  woiid  was  at  that  time:  worfliip  of  the  fun,  moon  and 
ftars  ;  brute  beafts,  ftocks  and  ft  ones ;  altars  under  every 
green  tree,  and  upon  every  high  hill ;  ceremonies  numbcrlefs, 
unmeaning,  immodeft,  inhuman.  How  prodigious  a  reforma* 
tion  was  it  then,  to  introduce,  inftead  of  thefe  mifchievous  ab- 
furdities,  the  adoration  of  one  only  invifiible  being,  the  maker 
Vol,  II.  T  of 
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pf  all  thbgs  ;  and  the  offiering  o£  facrifices  to  biqa  m  osc  QdIj 
>  temple  upon  earth  ;  with  rites  and  obfenrances,  few  in  com- 
parifon,  and  diredlj  pointed  againft  idolatry  and  fnperAition ! 
But  what  was  really  the  merit  of  their  religion^  was  the 
ground  ofvtheir  clamour  againft  it :  MaAe  us  gods  to  g9  be' 
fore  us* ;  let  us  have  deities,  that  we  can  fee  and  feel,  to  car* 
rjr  along  with  us  -,  "was  the  cry  of  the  people  :  and  whenever 
they  forfook  the  Lord,  it  was  for  thefe  more  fubftantial  objeds 
of  devotion.  This  may  feem  unaccountable  enough  ^  and  yet, 
aniongd  ourfelves,  converts  are  frequently  made  to  a  com- 
munion, one  of  whofe  chief  recommendations  mud  be«  that 
ix  itrikes  the  fenfes,  with  images  and  formalities,  pomp  ^d 
fliew. 

Bat,  as  fome  are  prejudiced  againft  true  religion  for  being 
top  rational  j  many,  it  may  be  feared,  are  averfe  to  it  for  be* 
ing  too  moral.  As  long  as  piety  can  be  made,  in  aoy  ibape, 
confifletit  with  fin^  whether  by  truAing  in  faith  without 
works,  or  fobllituting  works  of  no  value  for  thofe  of  real  va* 
l^e ;  or  abounding  in  fomiC  one  fort  of  duties,  inflead  of  ho^ 
sellly  pra&ifing  every  fort ;  to  long  it  may  be  borne  with* 
Bnt  if  the  teachers  of  it  will  aflert  and  prove,  and  attempt  to 
convince  mankind,  thatno^one  can  be  pious,  without  being  Ufi«* 
fiormly  virtuous ;  then  there  remains  no  poilibility  of  compro- 
nifing  matters  :  bot,  if  religion  will  give  no  quarter  to  vice^ 
the  yicious  mud  give  no  quarter  to  religion  :  a  very  bad  in* 
du cement,  I  own,  but  a  very  flrong  one ;  and  it  deferves  care» 
ful  reflcftion,  whether  a  principal  reafon,  why  chriiliaaitj  is 
now,  more  than  ever,  difregarded,  be  not  this  ;  that  now, 
more  than  ever,  (ince  the  primitive  ages,  it  is  fo  preached,  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  being  godly  and  wicked  at  once.  Bot, 
however  this  be,  there  appears,  in  general,  but  too  much  dan- 
ger, indeed  but  too  fbuch  experience,  that  men  may  be  tired 
even  of  true  religion  *,  that  it  may  feem  evil  unto  them^  tofirve 
the  Lprd  their  God.  '  Therefore  the  text  conuins, 

II.  An  admonition,  that  f»ch,  as  are  difpofed  to  throw  off 
the  bonds  of  duty  to  their  Maker,  would  think  ferioufly,  what 
fort  of  change  they  are  about  to  venture  upon,  and  how  they 
hope  to  be  gainers  by  it. 

No  other  courfe,  that  they  can  take,  fo  much  as  promifcs 
any  good  v,ith  refpeft  to  a  future  ft  ate  :    yet  they  muft  own 

there 
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there  may  be  one:   nay,  if  God  be  either  Juft,  or  wife,  ot 
good,  or  irue,  there  will ;    and  if  there  be,  it  is  the  moft   im- 
portant inicreft  we  have,  or  can  have,   to  be  happy  in  it :  yet 
nothing,  but  religion,  provides  againft  onr  being  mifcrable  iri 
it.    A  confideration,   which   takes  little  time  to  exprefs  ;  hnt 
Very  few  fpend  enough  in  thinking  of  it;  for  what  are  the  poor 
pleafurcs  of  this  fhort  life,  compared  with  the  joys  or  the  pains 
of  eternity  ?   but  even  as  to   the  prefent  world,  how  mueh 
freedoBi  foever  bad  men  may  cffeft,  fome  fnafter  they  muft 
fenre ;    fome  reftraints  they  muft  be  under,  and  fome  mortifi- 
cations they  muft  go  through.      Confider  the  purfuits  of  the 
felfifti  and  ahibitious ;    are  not  they  obliged  to  fupprefa  their 
inclinations,  and  contradift  their  paflions,  in  a  thoufand  in-i 
Ifances,  to  carry  the  fingle  point  of  their  worldly  advantage  ? 
Confidet  the  indulgences  of  the  voluptuous  and  intemperate, 
the  frillies  and  flights  of  the  wild  and  eictravagant :  we  are  apt 
to  fay  indeed,  that  they  deny  themfelves  nothing:    but  is  it  > 
true?    Are  there  not  multitudes   of  things,  that  all  of  thena 
yviOi  for,  and  cannoC  have :    and   ftill  greater  multitudes,  in 
proportion  as  they  give  their  wiflies  a  larger  fcope  ?  Is  any 
pol&ble  fcheme  of  life  to  be  carried  on,  without  felf-denial  in 
fome  thing  or  other  ?  Or,  if  men  can,  and  will,  do  juft  as  they 
pleafe  at  firft;    what  comes  of  it?  Is  it  not  the  perpetual  con* 
fequence,  that  they  mull  fuffer  for  itatlaft  ;  and  bear  much  the 
heavier  burthen,  after  a  time,  bccaufe  they  ftt  out   with  the 
refolutioD  of  bearing  none  ? 

If  therefore  every  method,  we  can  pitch *on,  hath  at  leaft, 
either  its  reftraints,  or  its  fufFerings ;  and  probably  both: 
which  are  fnoft  reafonable  ?  whiph  are  moft  beneficial  ?  Thofe 
of  religion  and  morals,  or  thofe  of  the  various  maflers,  which,  on 
departing  from  religion  and  morals,  we  miift  obey  ?  It  concerns 
Ui  highly,  in  fuch  a  queftion,  not  to  flatter  ouifelves,  and  take 
things  for  granted  j  nor  to  guefs,  and  run  the  rifque,  but  to  exa- 
mine and  choofe  :  whereas  the  misfortune  is,  men  enter  upon  a 
courfe,  and  follow  It  their  whole  lives,  without  ever  deliberately 
chufing  it  at  all ;  .baking,  as  the  prophet  eSiprefies  it,  betwecfi 
two  opinions'*,  whilft  they  proceed  in  one  tenor  of  practice  \ 
and  that,  the  wrong  one.  Foi-  ihe  unfafe  one  is  certainly  the 
wrong  :  and,  unlefs  religion  cannot  be  true,  neither  impiety, 
nor  Immorality,  can  be  fecure.      Whoever  therefore  allows 

T  2  himfelf 
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himfelf  in  eith'iery  ought  beforehand  to  know  very  certainly, 
what  is  impoflible  to  know  (for  we  cannot  know  things  to  be 
true,  which  are  falfe  :    firit,   that  nothing  remains  to  be  hoped' 
or  feared  in  another  life  :    and  then,  that  wickednefs  bids  fair- 
eft  for  happinefs  in  this. 

Too  manj  indeed  appear  to  think  the  latter  point,  at  Icaft, 
a  very  clear  one.     But  remember,   the  inquiry  is  not  merely, 
what  will  afford  us  moft  pleafure  juft  at  the  prefent ;  or  even 
fox  a  few  years ;    though  it  is  feldom,   that  the  vicious  find 
reafon  to  applaud  their  own  condufl  fo  long :    but  what   will 
continue  to  pleafe,  what  will  give  us  the  advantage  upon  the 
whole,  taking  inward  fatisfaftion  into  the  account  as  well  as 
outward  g rat ific:»t ions  ;  and  not  only  delight  us  in  the  firft  and 
fmalkft  part  of  Che  journey  of  life,  but  fupport  us  in  the  re^ 
mainder,  that  n^eds  it  molt ;  and  enable  us  fo  conclude  it  with 
comfort  and  cfedit.      That  abandoned  wickednefs  cannot  do 
this,  every  one,  who  thinks   and  obferves,  muft  fee ;  and  they 
who  do  not,  will  foon  feel.     Some  therefore  contrive  to  take  a 
middle  way :  indulge  themfelves  beyond  virtue,  yet  reilrain 
themfelves  fliort  of  profligatehefs.      And  undoubtedly  there 
would  be  lefs  guilt  in  this,  if  it  were  not,  that  being  fo  deli- 
berately guilty  is  a  great  aggravation.     There  may  alfo  fewer 
worldly  inconveniences  follow  from  it:  but  ft  ill,  if  great  de- 
viations from  duty  lead  to  great  mifchiefs ;   the  fmaller  muft, 
in  proportion,  lead  to  fome.     And   befides,  they  who  intended 
to  go  but  a  little  out  of  the  way,  are  almoft  always  either  in- 
vited, or  driven,  gradually  fiither  and  farther  :  and  can  never 
know  before-.hand,  wbeie  they  fliall  ftop.     Indeed  what  is  there 
toftopthem?  dcfires   multiply  and  ftrengthen.     Duty  is  out 
of  the  qucllion.      Prudence  grows  accuftomed  to  fubmit :  per- 
haps falls  low  enough,  to  advife  covering  one  fin  with  another. 
What  now  fliall  keep  fuch   perfons  back  from  any  crime  ?   A 
principle  of  honour,  it  may  poflible  be  faid.      And  true  hon- 
our, fo  far  as  it  goes,  is  a  noble  principle  indeed.      It  is  uni- 
form virtue,  adorned  with  dignity  of  manners,  with  attention 
to  every  thing  praifc- worthy   and  amiable,  and  fcorn  of  eyery 
thing  bafe  and  mean ;  judging  what  is  fo,  by  reafon  and  truth, 
not  vul<^ar  opinion.      But  the  falfe  honour  of  the  vicious  is  an 
airy  phantom,  changeable  as  fancy  and  faihi6n  vary,  that  per- 
mits in  multitudes  of  inftances,  and  requires   in  fome,   the 
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wickedeS,  the  croeUeft,  the  abfurdeft  behaviour  ^  and  lets  men 
up  bt  ol)je&s  of  refpe&9  that  have  no  one  good  quality,  mene« 
y  becaofe  they  profeCi  calling  to  account  whoever  (hall  £atl  of 
he  regard  tbejr  demand,  or  afcribe  to  them  any  bad  quaUtj« 
rbich  they  do  not  care  to  own.  It  can  never  be,  that  lb 
'retched  a  counterfeit  a»  this  ihould  be  the  guide  of  life« 
here  is  dierefore  none  to  be  trufted  to,  if  virtue  be  rejeded  ; 
id  rirtue,  without  religion,  neither  is  complete,  nor  will  be 
Fe&ial.  If  odier  fuperiors  and  benefafiors  are  intitled  i9 
rerence,  God  is.  If  outward  expreflions  of  reverence  are 
be  fliewn  them,  ttiey  are  to  be  (hewn  him  :  both  to  pre* 
ire  it  alive  m  our  own  minds,  and  to  fpread  it  around  us« 
d  if  anj  expreffions  of  it  are  due,  thofe  which  he  hath  ap«^ 
ated  are  due.  Pajing  fuch  regard  to  God,  joined  with  atteo^ 
ce  on  proper  inftruSion,  muft  naturally  produce  a  ferious 
,  to  abftain  from  every  thing  injurious,  to  do  every  thin^ 
ificial,  in  human  life ;  as  not  only  our  indifpenfabl|  obli« 
>n,  but  out  moft  important  intereft.  Atid  what  other 
ve  can  either  extend  fo  far,  or  influence  fo  ilrongly  ?  If 
there  be  any  need,  that  the  world  ihould  grow  better,  or 
TOW  worfe ;  that  men  ihould  live  together  innocently  and 
lly :  have  comfort  under  afflidions  in  this  life,  or  look 
emal  blelTednefs  in  the  next:  Principle?  of  piety  muft  be 
raged.  Nay,  could  we  poffibly  be  content  to  give  up  all 
advantages,  there  would  ilill  remain  other  coniiderations 
at  weight  on  the  fame  fide.  Though  we  may  throw  off 
n  fo  far  as  not  to  be  governed  by  its  precepts ;  we  iball 
le,  on  that  very  account,  from  time  to  time,  extremelj 
by  it3  threatnings :  and  the  coufequence  of  not  obeying 
children,  will  be  dreading  him  as  criminals.  What 
and  there  a  few  profefs  to  have  got  over  thefe  fears? 
I  inwardly  they  know  the  contrary:  or,  however,  they 
>  know  it  when  they  leail  think  of  it ;  or,  could  they 
never  more  to  experience  them  on  earth,  they  will  too 
[  farer  and  greater  torments  in  hell,  for  having  thus 
y^  hardened  their  hearts.  But  mankind  in  general  can- 
>rcr  the  fear  of  God.  Some  religion  they  muft  and 
»  :  and  the  only  queftion  is,  whether  it  ihall  be  a  good 
or  a  falfe  and  bad  one.  "Jojbua  therefore  puts  the 
\  th«  yevti^  in  a  perfcftly  juft  light :  Ifitfeem  evil  un^ 

to 
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lb  ^00  f&  ,^r^^  the  Lotdf  chooji  jou  whom  yon  njjUl  ferti : 
whether  the  gods  ivbicb  yo)tr/atberj  feroei  that  were  o«  the  •- 
ther^fide  of  the  flood ;  or  tht  goit  of  the  AikoYitet^  in  wboflr 
had  jre  divelL  It  is  true  the  Ifraelites  were  ^rotie  ta  fuper- 
llition  :  we  :ire  inclined  fo  profanenefs,  and  therefore  m&y  feem 
ifi  no  dattget  of  the  oppoflte  extreme.  •  But  univerfel  pro£inc- 
aefs,  and  total  unbeKef^  never  fubfifted  long  any  where,  and 
sever  will :  the  world  could  not  bear  it:  and  the  human  mind 
liath  a  natural  bent  th«  ether  way.  You  have  feen'  this  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  What  was  that  of  fhe  OeiitileS)  whetif 
they  fbrfook  the  truth  ?  That  bccaitfe^  when  they  inew  Gvd^ 
they  glorified  him  not  as  God^  neither  tuere  thankful ;  they  he» 
came  vain  in  their  itftaginations^  and  their  foolijb  heart  was 
darkened^  till  they  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God 
htta  an  image  made  like  unto  corruptible  man^  and  hirds^  and 
Jour-footed  beajlsy  and  creeping  things*. 

We  of  the  prefcnt  age  indeed  cannot  well  go  thus  far  at 
once  :  but  by  how  eafy  fteps  may  we  come  to  it !  Were  not 
our  forefathers  near  it,  but  a  little  more  than  two  handrvd 
years  ago  ;  wotfliipping,  with  more  zeal  than  they  did  their 
Maker,  images  of  pretended  faints,  many  of  whom  had  lived 
ftnd  died  great  finners,  and  addrelTing  prayers  to  them  in  a  lan- 
guage they  did  not  underftand  ?  Now  the  fame  high  road,  that 
of  popery,  is  opert^et.  And  will  not  numbers  be  inditied  to 
lake  it,  if  they  can  be  perfuaded,  from  what  they  fee,  that  the 
profeflion  of  the  proteftant  religion  is  the  direft  way  to  ihi 
prafeffion  of  no  religion  at  all  ?  When  public  worfhip  and  in- 
ftruftion  arc  once  deferted,  or  anended  on  with  vifible  indif- 
fcrence  and  contempt ;  when  perfons  are  taught  nothing,  and 
guarded  agatnft  nothing  ;  will  they  not  of  courfe  be  in  danger 
©f  every  thing  ?  And  have  wc  not  feducers  amongff  us  in  c- 
'Very  corner,  rtained  up  with  the  moft  artful  fubtlety,  to  work 
©n  the  ignorance  offomc,  the  guilt  of  others,  the  private  inter- 
eft  of  a  thii;d  fort  j  to  lead  them  over  unto  a  communion,  that 
hatli  corrupted  the  notions  of  piety,  and  weakened  the  bonds 
of  moral  obligation  ;  done  infinite  mifchief  to  mankind  by  tyr- 
anny, perfidy  and  cruelty ;  and  mull  be  an  eternal  foe,  what- 
ever it  may  fomctimes  pretend,  to  that  happy  eftabliflitnent  of 
tracb  atvd  liberty,  which  m^j  God  perfcrve  to  us  and  ours  \ 

Whoever 
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IRwcFcr  Aflrefore  iatb  »  4cc5ii  pf  l^pprftitiqn,  Vgptty  p^ 
flamy,  fliould  be  Jiealom  ia  iJi^  highcft  degree  for  pur^  reli* 
gip0,  andifeverhe  wo^ld  bav^  his  ZQal  eSe^ual,  lauft  ex^ 
pr^fs  it  in  the  fame  jpnanneri  that  ive  iin4  in  tb& 

IIU  part  of  the  text,  the  Jewilh  chief  did ;  1>y  refolving 
bat,  whatever  others  4of   he   and  his   houfs    y)iU  ferve  the 

Fear  oi  flogularity  hath  a  moft  powerful  influence  oq  man-' 
bd:  and,  in  matters  pearly  indifFereat,  ijt  is  very  ufeful  that 
ihould*  fiat  in  points  pf  importance  ;  our  concern  is^  to  aft 
ire  ou^ht  ourfelves,  let  thofe  around  us  z&  as  they  will: 
:e  all  the  innocent  pare  wje  can^  neither  to  provoke  their  aiu 

nor  contempt}  but  ftill  do  the  rijght  thing,  and  fiandby 
preferring  tjie  teftiipony  of  pur  own  hearts,  that  we  deferve 
robation,  brfore  receiving  from  men  ever  fo  niqch  pf  it, 
efpecially  in  religion,  Wh  reafon  and  fcripture  diAate 
bcbaviour.  And  yet  many,  who  can  even  affeft  to  be 
ilar  in  trifles  aqd  follies,  have  fuch  a  cowardly  fear  of  be« 
dought  fo  in  thp  cafe  of  ferioufly  profeffing  religion,  wh^ert 
u  Id  be  truly  honourable,  and  ^ley  would  m  faft  b^  ho* 
d  for  it,  perhaps  even  by  their  prefent  acquaintance,  or  at 
)y  better  whom  they  might  chufe,  and  by  the  wofld  in 
il  'j  that,  to  avoid  this  imagined  evil,  they  will  incur  the 
real  ones,  it  guilty  confcience  in  this  world,  and  the  wrath 
r  Maker  in  the  next.  If  this  be  not  contemptible  weak* 
jrha^  is  ?  And  if  it  be,  ferving  the  Lord,  let  ever  fo  itvf 
3  true  wifdom. 

tken  it  muft  he  obferved,  that,  though  every  degree  of 
;  zvrgard  to  God  will  prpducc  to  us  proportionable  be- 
nd prefcrve  us  in  fome  degree  fron;i  fufferings  j  yet  th^ 

fnamortajL^y,  promifed  in  the  gofpel,  can  be  attained^ 
ere  it  15  faithfully  preached,  eternal  pqnifliments  caa 
ed,    only   by  obedience  to  the  terms  pr^pofed  in  the 

The  dodrines,  therefore,  which  God  hath  revealed 
xiti  or  onjfierious,  muft  be  received  with  humble  faith  ^ 
3  he  bath  enjoined  there,  moral  or  pofitive,  muft  be 
ivith  pious  reverence  ;  and  our  hope  of  future  hap- 
fl  be  placed,  not  in  the  merit,  either  of  our  own  good 
r  w^ithout  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we^cannot  do 
four  own  repentance^  foe  being  forry  that  we  have 

iinnel 
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finned  is  not  being  innocent ;  but  folclj  in  the  divine  mercj 
flrroagh  our  Bleffed  Redeemer,  who  died  for  us  that  we  might 
^ive  to  him.  And«  ho^  much  foever  thefe  rules  maj  be  over- 
looked  or  defpifed  in  the  world,  yet  hq  hath  repeatedly  aflured 
Us  with  uncommon  ftrength  of  expreiDon,  that  our  wA  beUg 
ajbamed  of  him  and  his  words^  of  which  thcfe  arc  part,  is  an 
ssdifpenfable  condition  of  his  not  being  ajbanud  of  us  at  the 
great  day*. 

But  ferving  the  Lord,  as  good  chriftians  ourlelves,  is  not 
fnfficient,  when  we  are  intruded  with  others  alfo.  Now,  ia 
ibme  degree,  we  are  intruded  with  all  who  are  placed  under 
cur  influence,  efpecially  if  they  be  under  our  authority  to : 
and  God,  with  juftice,  expe&s  every  one  to  do  the  good,  which 
he  hath  given  him  abilities  for  doing  :  for,  conferring  them^  is 
the  higheft  honour  he  can  bellow  on  his  creatures ;  and  ufiog 
theni,  is  the  nobleft  way  of  at  once  obeying  and  refemUing 
our  Creator.  But,  not  to  exceed  the  limits  of  domeilic  life, 
to  which  the  text  points  our  view :  parents  are,  by  nature  and 
icripture,  intruited  with  their  children :  bound  in  confcience 
to  endeavour,  that  the  being,  which  they  have  given  them, 
prove  not  a  miferable  one  :  bound  in  prudence  to  provide,  that 
when  they  grow  up,  they  may  be  a  comfort  and  a  credit  to 
them,  not  a  ihame  and  a  curfe.  And  yet,  how  commonly  is 
the  ornamental  and  fuperiicial  part  of  their  edacation  the  only 
one  attended  to  1  Perhaps  a  flight  form  of  catechetical  inflruc- 
f ion,  and  a  prayer  or  two  are  learnt  by  rote,  as  a  talk  In  their 
childhood,  for  mere  form's  fake,  and  perhaps  not :  but,  after 
that,  very  little  care  taken  in  teaching  them  rules  of  commoo 
prudence  i  lefs  ftill  in  giving  them  any  confiftent  principles  of 
morals ;  none  at  all  in  binding  them  down  to  both,  by  a  feri- 
ous  inward  fenfe  of  religion  9  of  the  purity  of  God's  law  ;  their 
depravity,  and  need  of  a  Redeemer  and  Sanftifier  ;  the  impor- 
tance of  Chrifl^s  ordinances,  without  which,  nothing  will  be 
inwardly,  or  often  outwardly,  fuch  as  it  ought :  and  then,  at 
laft,  either  grpat  furprize  and  anger  is  exprefled,  at  their  com- 
ing our,  what  it  muft  be  exptded  they  Ihould:  or  elfe  their 
ruin  is  ilupidly  acquitfced  in,  as  unavoidable  from  the  be- 
ginning:, and  men  fit  down  contented,  that  they  who  arc  near- 
eft,  and  ought  to  be  deareft  to  them,  Iball  be  wicked,  and 

wretched, 

*  Matk  viii.  38. 
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wretched,  and  defpicablc  J    or,  however  they  cfcapc  here,  un- 
done to  etcraity. 
But  not  only  our  children  (hould  be  led  to  efteem  nod  prac- 

tife  the  obligations  of  piety,  but  our  ferv ants  and  dependants. 

We  cannot  indeed  force  them  to  it,  and  we  need  not»  But  we 
can  give  thera  oppprtimitji  and  advice,  and  encouragement : 
we  can  remove  the  obftinately  bad,,  to  preferve  the  rcfl. :  we 
can  put  the  inilru&ion  of  good  books  in  their  way :  we  can 
rail  them  to  family^devotions,  from  the  lamentable  omiflion  of 
rhicb  doty,  a  very  great  part  of  our  fins  and  follies  proceeds  ; 
nd  wtf  can  likewife  bring  fome  of  them  at  one  time,  and  fend 
)ttt9itt  another,  tg  the  houfe  of  God.  It  b  vtvj  true,  pray- 
g  and  reading  at  home,  and  going  to  church,  are  neither  the  ^ 
bole  nor  the  main  of  their  duty  ;  and  they  will  be  faithfully 
d  fo,  when  they  come  here.  But  thefe  are  parts  of  the  firft 
i  great  commandment,  regard  to  him  that  made  us  ;  and 
y  are  fuch  parts  as,  if  they  negled,  they  will  too  eafily 
k  they  may  as  well  negled  the  reft.  Moil  of  them  would 
;lad  of  this  kind  attention  to  them ;  aU  of  them  would  ref- 

us  for  it :  and  were  ever  fo  many  of  them  indifferent  a* 
:  it,  or  worfe,  ought  it  to  be  an  affair  indifferent  to  us  ? 
m  poor,  Ignorant,  thougfad^fs  cneatores  come  to  live  un« 
>or  roof;  is  it  chriflian,  is  it  human,  to  let  them  go  on, 
s  rhej  will,  to  their  own  deftruftion  of  body  and  foul  ? 

contribute  ar  great  deal  to  our  happioefs :  why  ih9uld 
7€  contribute,  fince  we  fo  eafily  may,  in  this  important 

to  theirs?  But  indeed,  is  not  our. own,  prefent  as  well 
jre,  deeply  concerned  in  it  too  ?  Our  eafe,  our  chara£lers, 
rtunes,  our  lives,  depend  on  the  honefty,  the  veracity, 
»riety,  the  diligence,  of  thofe  about  us.  And  what  can 
tliefe  qualities  in  them  fo  well,  as  their  being  pcrfuaded, 
-od    requires  them   at  their  hands,  and  will  treat  them, 

treat  us  ?  Were  this  motive  weaker  than  it  is,  no  real 
;ht  to  be  defpifed.  Loud  complaints  6f  the  ill-behavi- 
he  lower  part  of  the  world,  are  made  continually  ;  but 
ave  the  upper  part  to  Jhank  for  it  but  therofclves,  if 
.e  no  care  to  prevent  or  mend  it  ?  With  the  beft  care, 
appen  too  frequently  j  but,  without  it,  what  elfe  can 

the  whole,  it  is  aftonifliing,  that  any,  who  pretend  to 
can  fail  to  endeavour,  that  their  children  and  fervants 
^I-  U  '  nray 
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may  be  religioos  ;    when  aot  a  few,  confeflcdlj  bad»  Cake  fudi 
precautions  as  thej  can  to  make  them  better  than  they  are  wil* 
ling  to  be  themfelves.     And  undoubtedly  this  is  vtrj  prudent, 
fo  far  as  it  goes.      But,  as  the  prudence  of  fuch  people  is 
throughout  eifentially  deftftive,  fo  this  ioftante  of  it»  ordi* 
narily  ipesiking,  can  go  but  a  very  little  way.     Fur  what  like- 
lihood is  there,  that  a  few  right  exhortations,  or  diredions, 
from  the  head  of  a  family,  will  make  the  members  of  it  mo« 
deft  and  fober,  juft  and  regular  :  while  his  example  aathorizes 
them  to  be  lewd  and  inteihperate,  •  unjuft    and   diCorderly  t 
Or  that  fending  them  to  church  will  teach  them  to  reverence 
God;    whilft,  perhaps,  the  table-talk  that  they  hear  daily, 
teaches  them  to  defpife  him  ?    Our  condud  therefore  muft  be 
all  of  a  piece;    elfe  we  (hall  neither  fucceed,.  nor  will  it  avail 
I2s  to  our  own  eternal  happinefs,  if  we  do.     But  let  os  firft  re* 
folve  to  ferve  God  ourfclves ;   and  then  we  may  infift,  that 
they  who  belong  to  us  ihall,  both  with  a  good  grace,  and  good 
hope  of  his  bleffing :  to  whidi  we  cannot  acquire  a  fironger 
title,  than  by  that  method,  which  procured,  as  we  read  in  fcrtp* 
ture,  to  the  father  of  the  faithful  and  hit  defcendants,  a  bene* 
difiion  fo  diftinguiflied,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual :     jUn^ 
ham  Jball  furtly  become  a  great  and  ndghty  nation^  and  aU  the 
nations  of  the  earth  Jhall  he  bhffed  in  him.     For  I  know  biM% 
that  he  will  command  bis  children  and  his  houjhoid  after  him^ 
an4  tbeyjhali  keep  the  way  of  the  Lordj  to  dojufiice  andjudgi* 
tnent^  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon   Abraham  that^  which  he 
hath  fpoken  of  him*. 

*  Gen.  XTiii.  i8,  if. 
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yefus  /aid  uni0  lim^  tbou  Jhalt  Iwt  the  L^rd  thy  God  with 
aU  thy  heartf  and  tuith  all  thy  foul^  and  with  all  thy 
mndm  « 

Thii  is  tiejtrfi  and  great  commandment. 

npHESE  words  Contain  tlw  former  part  of  our  blcflid  Lord's 
anfwer  to  the  auefiion,  majler^  which  is  the  great  command'* 
ment  in  the  tawf  It  was  put  to  him  by  oiie  of  the  Scribes  or 
lawyers,  the  aothorized  inftrtiftors  of  the  people,  tempting 
him :  that  is,  defigning  to  make  trial  of  his  knowledge,  and 
the  fonndnefs  of  his  dodrine.  For  the  nian's  intention  plainly 
appears  to  have  been  no  worfe  than  this,  from  his  immediate 
approbatioTi  of  our  Savionr's  judgement ;  and  the  gracious  af- 
farance  he  received  in  return,  that  be  was  not  far  fropi  the 
kingdom  of  Gody  as  we  read  in  the  parallel  place  of  Sc 
Maik*. 

Which  of  the  commandments  is  the  greateft,  may  feem  to 
us  a  queftion  of  more  curiofity  than  ihiportance :  becaufe  un- 
doubtedly the  Icaft,  as  well  as  the  greateft,  ought  to~  be  ob- 
ferved.  Yet  flfill  it  was  a  point  of  fome  confequence  in  itfelf : 
fince  two  precepts  might  interfere;  and  men  be  obliged  to 
omit  one  in  order  to  obey  the  other:  now  in  foch  cafes  itjwat 
material  to  know,  which  they  ihould  prefer.  But  the  notions 
entertained  aroongft  the  yews  increafed  the  necefli ty  of  a  right 
decifion  of  this  doubtf-  They  divided  the  injonftions  of  the 
law,  as  appears  from  their  books  yet  remaining,  into  weighty  and 

U  a  light 

"•  Mark  xU   Ji^    t  Vid.  Schoetgenii  Her.  Reb.  Se  Talm.  id  Ibc. ' 
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light  one^.     The  former,  thej  held,  a  man  mull  keep  firiAlj, 
if  be  would  enter  into   life*  eternal :  but  the  latter,  fooae  of 
them  affirmed,  had  only  a  fmall    recompence  belonging   to 
them,  and  that  in  this  world ;  fo  that  a  man  might  negleft 
them,  one  Rabbi  £aiith,  tramfle  upon  tbem^  without  much  dan- 
ger.    Nay,  there  were  teachers  of  confiderable  reputation  a^ 
mbngft  them,  who  afTerted,  that  God  had  given  his  people  fo 
great  a  number  of  precepts  with  this  riew,  that,  by  obfervtng 
any  one,  meaning  probably  any  of  the  weighty  ones,  they 
might  obtain  falvationf •     This  was  very  bad :  but  their  opinio 
ons,  which  were  the  weighty  ones,  made  it  worfe  yet.    Some 
infilled  that    thefe  alone   were  weighty,  the  tranfgrefiTors    of 
which,  it  was  exprefsly  threatened  in  the  law,  Ihould  be   cut 
off;  and  all  the  reft  light.     Some  held  the  third  command- 
ment,  fome  the  fifth,  fome  the  obfervation  of  the  fabbath,  fome 
that  of  circumcifion,  to  be  the  weightieft.     In  our  Saviour's 
time,  it  feems  by  the  reply  which  the  Scribe  made  him,  that 
facrificing  was  commonly  thought  the  principal  article  of  the 
laV.     And  indeed,  many  pafiages,  not  only  iu  the  gofpels,  but 
in  the  prophets,  evidently  ihew,  that  the  nation  in  general 
were  fond  of  exalting  the  eeremoxiial  precepts  above  the  moral 
ones,  becaufe  they  found  them  lefs  difagreeable.  In  tbemfelvcs, 
it  muft  be  owned,  the  former  were  a  heavy  yoke,  though  iu 
their  circumliances  it  had  fong  been  a  needful  one.    But  to  bad 
men  nothing  is  ft>  heavy,  as  reforming  their  hearts  and  lives. 
It  is  true,  their  facrifices,  and  all  their  obfervances,  rightly  in- 
terpreted, required  this  in  order  to  their  final  acceptance  with 
God.     But  the  outward  a&  being  a  matter  of  great  form  and 
punduality,  and  fometimes  ezpence  too,  they  eafily  perfuaded 
thcmfelves  of  what  ihcy  had  a  great  mind  to  believe,  that  a 
*  fcrupulotts  performance  of  fuch  troublefome  and  ihewifli  dutiea 
would  certainly  be  fufficient,  whatever  their  inward  difpofi. 
tions  and  common  behaviour  might  be*     Yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  EJfenes^  no  inconfiderable  fed  amongft  them,  though 
afftfting  privacy,  and   probably  therrfore   not  appearing   in 
the  hiftory  of  the  gofpels,  ran  into  the  contrary  extreme:  and, 
profelling  great  fanflityof  manners,  omitted  the  temple-facri- 

fices  mtirelyt* 
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Mass.  Jofeph.  AoL  1.  xviik'c.  i. 
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lofachtftateof  things  as  this,  it  was  natural  to  alk  die 
featimentt  of  fo  remarkable  a  teacher  as  oar  blefied  Lord :  and 
verjr  importan^i  both  for  the  inftru&ion  of  the  people  and  for 
hisown  chara&er,  that  he  ihould  declare  them.  Undoabtedlj  he 
bad  now  a  fair  opportunity  of  fecuring  the  applaufe  of  the 
noldmde  aad  their  leaders,  bj  an  anfwer  fuitable  to  the  no- 
ions  in  vogue;  inftead  of  gaining,  as  he  did,  hj  contradifting 
hem,  only  the  fingle  approbation  of  one  good  man«  Eutjbr 
'lis  cavfe  came  hi  into  tie  wwld^  that  bejbould  bear  wkueji  of 
V  trutb*:  which  jet  he  did  with  fuch  prudence,  as  never  to 
ejndice  the  ieaft  part  of  it  in  his  zeal  for  the  greateft«  Whea 

blamed  the  Scribes  and  Pharifces  for  preferring  the  minutefl 
ritual  obfervances  to  the  weightier  matters  of  the  iaw^juJge^ 
ft,  mercy  and/aitb^  he  added  immediately,  tbeji  ought  je  to 
edone^  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone^.  In  the  text  he  pro- 
Is  with  the  fame  caution :  and,  well  knowing  how  prone 
1  are  to  draw  falfie  confcqucnces  from  the  trneft  doAriae% 
Dontent  with  deciding  which  was  tbejirfi  and  great  com^ 
inunty  heaffures  them  that  the  fecond^  a  very  compre-^ 
7e  one,  was  of  the  fame  nature  and  obligation  with  it : 
for  jtx,  fuller  fecurity,  fubjoins  a  declaration,  that,  though 
sfe  were  fubordinate,  yet  with  thefie  were  conoedai«  what- 
things  eUe  the  fcripture  hath  required.  Jefusfaid  usUa 
thou  Jbah  love  the  Lord  tty  God  with  all  thy  hearty 
vitb  all  tby  fouly  and  with  all  thy  mind.  7£tir  is  the 
m  J  great  commandmentX*  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it^ 
halt  love  tby  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  On  thefe  two  com^ 
tents  bang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.     Here  then  we 

whole  fyftem  of  our  duty,  flanding  on  its  proper  fboft* 

and  exhibited  t^our  view  in  its  natural  order :  begin- 
:h  the  lore  of  God^  proceeding  to  the  lovt  of  our  fieU 
atures,  and.perfe&ed  in  a  careful  attention  to  every  ttm 

every  kind  owing  to  either;  which  we  cannot  pay« 

«  virtuous  government  of  ourfelves. 
love  of  God  is  the  fubjefi  to  be  explained  at  prefent : 

£hall  do  by  fhewing, 

L 

xviii.  37.     t  Matth.  xxiii  a3-    \  Aben  ^ra  faith,  thcileve  of 
the  root  of  all  the  cemmandxu^nts.    BU3it..FlorU.  p. '278. 
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I.  Its  oature. 

II.  The  importance  of  it  in  point  of  dutj« 

III.  Its  influence  on  our  happinc^. 

IV.  The  methods  which  infinite  wifdom  Uath  employed,  to 
cultivate  it  in  our  minds. 

I.  Its  nature. 

Various  affedions  cannot  fail  to   arife  in  our  hearts  from- 
contemplating  the  attributes  and  adions  of  our  Maker.     Hif 
eternity  and  prefencc  every  where  mtift    needs  raife   in  us 
wonder  and  aftoniflinient.     His  unbounded  power  and  know- 
ledge, befides  increafiug  this  greatly,  muft  alfo  fiU  us  with  ap. 
prehenfions,  that  our  happin^fs  or  mifery  depends  oa  his  con- 
dv6t  towards  us.     But  there  is  no  determinate  ground  in  all 
this  for  being  either  pleafed  or  forry.     If  then  we  coufider 
next,  that  the  (ame  being  is  perfectly  juft  and  righteous,  this 
imm«nliate1y  gives  us  abfolute  fccurity,  fo  far  as  we  are  inno- 
cent; and  great  comfort,  that,  he,  who  can  do  all  things,  will 
do  only  what  is  equitable.     It  gives  us  fear  indeed,  with  rea. 
fbn,  in  cafes  where  we  are  confcious, .  as  in  multitudes  we  all 
are,  of  ill  defcrt.     But  fiich  dread,  even  in  the  guiltieft  of  men, 
mafi  be  accompanied  wtcb  a  resJ,  though  unwilling,  approbation 
of  the  charadker :  and  the  penitent  concern  of  better  minds 
<will  be  attended  with  reverent  efteeip.     Yet,  were  we  to  Hop 
here,  our  veneration  for  God  would  be  incomplete,   becaufe 
there  ftill  remains  a  more  valuable  and  engaging  quality  than 
any  that  we  have  hitherto  been  afcribing  to  him.     But  let  ns 
advance  one  flep  further:  and  place  before  our  eyes  the  uni* 
verfal  bounty  and  mercy  of  our  heavenly  Father,  proved  by 
dir  phineft  feafon,  experienced  in  the  works  of  iiis  creation 
and  the  courfe  of  his  providence  ;  but  exercifed  moft  fiiUy  be- 
yond comparifon  in  the  unFpeakable   Dleffing  of  our  redemp- 
tion, and  revealed  to  us  moii  plainly  in  the  declarations  of  his 
holy  word  :  then,  if  our  fouls  have  any  feeling,  there  wiU 
fpring  up  in  them,  lively  fentiments  of  complacency,  of  gra* 
titude,    of  love.      And  when  once  goodnefs  hath  made  the 
impreffion,    every   other  perftfdion    of  his   nature  will    both 
^rengthen  it  inexpredibly,  by  enabling  him   to  do  us    conti- 
nuallj  all  pofBble  a£ls  of  kindnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  regulate 
it  duly,  by  a  proper  temperature  of  that  awful  refpeft,    with 
which  o4h-  tenderel^  aflldions  towards  tbAhigb  and  holy  one^ 
that  ittbahiteib  eternity*^  ought  ever  to  be  intimately  mixed. 

Such 
•  IfaL  IviL  15. 


Sach  then  is  tke  love  of  God.  And  a9  our  ^n£e  of  the 
divine  excellence  caolnot  be  too  fttong^  but  mail  indeed  at  tb^ 
beff  £idl  infinitely  fliort  of  what  be  deferves ;  we  are  comxnand^.^ 
td  to  love  him  Vfiib  all  our  beart^  with  mil  ourjoul^  andwiti 
all oMr  mind;  that  is,  with  the  nrmoft  exertion  of  our  inward 
powers.  Not  that  we  are  to  confine  our  whole  aSe^ion  to 
hin:  for  it  £o\lovr%^  tbottJhaU  love  iby  ntigbbmtr  us  tby/elf. 
Whatever  hath  any  thing  amiable  in  any  degree,  we  ought,  as 
far  as  we  can,  to  elleem  in  proportion  :  and  confi^qi^ntly  him 
beyond  expreffion  moft,  who  hath  in  the  higheft  degree  Pols'* 
ble  every  tiling  that  can  appear  amiable  to  our  rational  faciil« 
ties,  duly  exercifed.  All  objeAs  therefore  are  to  be  excluded 
fo  hr  as  attachtnents  to  them, would  be  ,inconfi(lent  with  de- 
votedncfs  to  our  Maker.  Now  the  worChipof  ialfe  deities  is 
peculiarly  inconfifient  with- it.  And  for  that  reafofi  the  love 
•f  God,  when  prefcribed  to  the  Jews  in  the  Old  Teftament,  is 
ufually  explained  by  adhering  to  him  with  conjugal  fidelity* 
(for  under  that  image  it  is  often  eacprefled)  in  oppofitioo  to 
his  rivalsi  the  idols  of  the  nations ;  and  not  dividing  them^ 
felvesv  as  they  were  extremely  apt  to  do,  between  Jebovmh 
and  them.  Bat  if,  inftead  of  thefe  idols,  wejii  up  any  others 
iW  oar  beartj*i  make  unlawful  pleafure,  power,  profit,  refent- 
ment,  our  deities;  this  alfo  is  an  evident  breach  of  the  faith 
which  we  hjtve  vowed  to  our  fovereign  gracious  Lord.  Nay, 
if  we  value  the  moft  allowable  4>bje38  of  defire  fo  highly,  as 
to  forget  pr  think  little  of  the  fupreme  God,  we  ilill  incur  .the 
fame  kind  of  guilt.  For  we  ought  to  confider  whatever  we 
have  caole  to  love  beft,  as  beftowed  on  us  by  his  hand  i  and 
dierefore  as  a  motive  to  love  him  above  zUy/rom  wbom  nnry 
good  and  perftQ  g^  cometb  downf.  To  fay  indeed,  that  we 
ought  to  love  it  in  this  view  only,  as  coming  from  him,  would 
be  going  too  far :  becaufe,  had  we  been  ignorant  of  God,  moft 
things,  that  deferve  ouy  liking .  now,  would  in  their  degree 
have  defervcd  it  then.  But  ftill,  the  more  we  attend  to  the 
goodne&  of  God  in  every  thing,  without  negleding  the  ijiferi* 
or  attentions  to  which  he  hath  bound  us,  the  nearer  we  ap- 
proach towards  being  what  we  ought. 

And  further,  the  more  afifcftionate  this  regard  to  him  on  all 
occafions  is,  the  better  it  will  fuit,.  not  <Jnly  the  words  of  the 
comznaDdmenty  but  the  didates  of  reafon  itfelf :  which  clear- 

^  Ezek.  xIt.  3.  t  James  1.  i7< 
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Ij  tesches,  that  the  warmeft  pietj  is  dne  to  the  Author  of  all 
oor  efijojments.  Bat  then  it  tnuft  be  ohferved,  however,  that 
love  to  a  being  intirelj  fpiritual  cannot,  ordinarily  fpeaking, 
raife  in  us  thofe  perceptions  of  animal  fervour,  which  earthlj 
pa&ions  can:  nor  ought  we  to  efteem  ourfelves  upon  them,  if 
we  had  them.  For  experience  proves,  that  very  bad  men  may 
feel  at  times  high  raptures  of  this  kind  ;  and  vecy  good  men 
m^y  fcarce  ever  feel  any  thing  of  them  :  fo  much  do  they  de- 
pend on  conftitution.  Far  therefore  from  affeding  fuch  emo- 
tions,  when  we  really  have  them  not;  which  is  a  fort  of  by- 
pocrify,  whether  ftiewn  before  men,  or  in  the  prefence  of  God 
alone ;  we  ought  not  to  be  too  earneft  in  our  wifhes  for  them. 
If  he  gives  them,  we  are  to  be  thankful :  if  he  with-hoUs 
them,  it  is  either  for  our  needful  corre£tion,  or,  perhaps,  our 
true  inward  improvement.  And  by  labouring  to  work  our- 
felves up  to  them,  nay,  by  merely  indulging  them  when  omr 
natural  frame  inclines  us  powerfully  towards  them,  we  maybe 
quite  bewildered  and  loft  in  unmeaning  or  injudicious  tranf- 
ports,  little  or  nothing  akin  to  that  fublime  duty,  of  which 
they  would  pot  on  the  appearance.  But  ftill  lefs  ought  It  to 
be  confounded,  as  it  often  hath  been,  with  a  blind,  or  what  is 
worfe  jtt^  a  bitter  vehemence  of  religious  zeal.  For  the  moft 
ardent  devotion,  fo  far  as  it  either  produces  injuftice  or  indifie- 
renccto  our  brethren,  or  proceeds  from  unworthy  conceptions  of 
God,  is  indeed  by  no  means  the  love  of  him,  but  of  a  phantom 
ofottrown  imagination,  placed  in  his  ftead.  And  the  real 
an^  only  teft  of  the  genuinenefs  and  firength  of  this  divine  af- 
feftion  in  our  breads,  is  the  unvaried  conftancy  of  a  fincere  and 
lererent  delight  in  the  Father  and  Lord  of  all,  as  the  perfe&eff, 
and  beft,  and  moft  beneficent  of  beings  5  exf)reffed  in  humble 
and  hearty  praife  and  thankfgiving,  in  a  fiudious  imitation  of 
him,  and  a  chearful  obedience  to  him. 

Tile  next  thing  to  be  laid  before  you  is, 

II.  The  importance  of  cheriftiing  and  afting  from  this  prin- 
ciple, in  point  of  duty. 

Moft  people  feem  to  think,  that  what  they  are  pleafed  Jo  call 
moral  behaviour,  though  perhaps  in  fomc  points  grofsly  im- 
moral, is  their  whole  duty.  Others,  who  have  feme  notion  of 
pictr,  carry  it  little  *  further  than  attending  public  worfliip, 
more  or  lefs  frequency,  perhaps  with  very  little  thought  of 

what 
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what  they  are  about.  Sonae,  who  make  a  confcjence  of  private 
prajcr  alfo,  it  m^iy  be  xloubced,  neither  feel,  nor  endeavour  to 
fed,  much  of  the  good  things  thi-y  fay  in  it.  Or,  vihr.tcver 
fcafe  a  few  rn:iy  liiiye  of  the  fear  of  God,  they  have  ufually 
©one  ulmoil  of  love  to  him.  Any  real  experience  of  that  'Jii^ 
fcdion,  they  huve  heard  fo  often  trtated,  even  by  profcfledly 
furious  chriilians,  as  mere  enthuliafra,  that  they  are  apprehen- 
five  of  danger  from  it.  The  fcripture  doth  indeed  enjoin  its 
and  fo  they  will  bear  with  the  mention  of  it  in  difcourfes  from 
the  pulpit,  provided  it  be  Pfifltd  ^over  flightly^  or  interpreted 
away  to  juft  nothing  :  clfe  they  conceive  it  to  Je  at  beilintirely 
fupercrogitioii  J  and  leave  it  accordingly  with  all  their  heirts 
tp  fuch  as  chul'c  to  have  more  religion  than  they  need. 

And,  it  muil  be  confclTjd.  this  way  of  thinking  hach  receiv- 
ed too  much  countenance  from  the  indifcrect  and  extravagant 
manner  in  which  the  fubjeft  hath  been  fometimes  handled. 
But  furely,  explained  as  you  have  heard  it  now,  thcr*  can  be 
nothing  more  reafonable,  or  of  greater  moment.  If  we  have 
any  principle  of  goodnefs  in  ourfclves,  that  muH  lead  us  to 
eiiecm  and  love  ic  in  others.  Now  in  God  is  perfccl:  good« 
acfs :  and  therefore  not  to  efieem  and  love  him,  'is  to  be  void 
of  right  affe^ion  towards  that  being  who  defcrves  it  infinitely 
the  mod.  Our  duty  confills  in  fuch  behaviour  as  the  relations 
pf  things  require  of  us^  To  whom  then  are  our  £rft  and  mcit 
important  relr.iions  r  Are  they  not  evidently  to  our  Maker, 
prcferver,  and  gracious  benefactor,  to  our  fovereign  Lord,  and 
final  judge  ?  Otlier  claims,  howevtfr  like  in  their  nature,  rtwift 
be  unfpeakably  inferior  in  their  degree  to  his.  What  fwrt  of 
raordity  then  is  that,  which  duellb  ouly  on  the  tranlitory  ob- 
ligations of '  men  one  to  another,  and  overlooks  the  eternal 
bonds,  which  tie  us,yb  long  as  uuc  Lave  our  being* ^  to  him,  cf 
'o^bom,  and  tl rough  whomt  and  to  ^jLhom^  are  all  things\?  The 
regards  that  we  owe  him,  indeed,  are  numerous;  and  vary 
in  fome  meafure  as  our  fpiritu-il  ftate  doclj.  But  dill,  as  good- 
ncfs,  though  combined  with  other  attributes,  was  in  the  begin- 
nbg  the  adive  principle  in  the  mind  of  God,  and  cx^er  prevails. 
through  all  his  difpenfations  :  fo  is  love,  though  occafionally 
a^o^iated  with  other  movsn^cnts  of  foul,  the  original  and  uni- 
Vof-.  II-  X  .  ^       verfal 

•  pf.  iriv.  32.  f  Rom.  xi.  36, 
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verfal  afF^clion,  due  to  him  from  all  liia  rational  creaturcD  :  or, 
in  our  Saviour's  words,  the  Jirfi  and  great  cotnTucindnisnt. 

Suppcfe,  in  tFio  mutual  intercourfcs  of  ihis  worK!,  anj  one 
fhoukl  value,  as  he  ought,  a  perfun  of  but  low  dcfert  ;  and  vet 
be  infenhble  to  much  higher  merit,  well  known  to  him,  in  an- 
other;  fliould  be  duly  grateful  to  the  former  for  favours, 
not  worth  naming  in  comparifon  with  thofe  which  the  larttr 
had  done  him,  and  jet  Ihould  leave  him  and  all  his  kindncfs 
out  of  his  thoughts  :  would  not  fuch  a  tarn  of  mind  be  very 
wrong  and  criminal  ?  Would  not  fuch  an  excellent  and  bene- 
ficent pcrfon  be  very  unequally  and  unjuftly  treated  ?  Yet  this 
is  exaftly  the  common  behaviour  of  mankind.  Here  we  live 
among  ft  poor  impcrfe6l  creatures,  like  ourfclves.  We  rer 
ccive  a  few  fmall  benefits  from  fome  of  them,  and  fee  a  little 
glimmering  of  goodnefs  in  oihprs  ;  and  fliould  be  very  blame- 
able,  if  we  did  not  feel  and  exprefs  a  proper  efteem  for  them, 
on  account  of  both.  Now  there  is  at  the  fame  time,  not  only 
•within  our  knowledge,  but  ever  moft  intimately  prefent  with 
us,  a  being  of  inconceivable  perfedlion  ^nd  lovelinefs  j  from 
"whofe  bounty  we  and  this  wholt  nniverfc  have  received  our 
very  exiftence,  and  every  capacity  of  enjoyment  that  belongs 
to  it  \  by  whofe  continual  fupport  we  are  upheld  in  life ;  whof« 
grace  excites  us  to  every  thing  good  ;  whofe  forbearance  pafies 
over  our  daily  tranfgreiTions  ;  nay,  Ui&o  hath  commended  his  love 
towards  j/j,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  Jinners,  Chrift,  his  only 
Son,  died  for  ys,  that,  being  jufltfied  by  his  bloody  we  might  be 
favedfrom  wrath*,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  Godj--^ 
What  then  have  we  caufe  to  think  of  ourielves,  if  we  love  not 
him,  Vrho  himfclt'  is  loveX;  if  luch  afls  of  kindnefs  make  none 
or  faint  impreflions  on  our  hearts  ;  if  we  reflcdl  but  feldom 
upon  them,  and  are  influenced  but  little  by  them  ?  Is  there, 
or  can  there  be,  an  inftance  of  ingratitude  from  man  to  man, 
that  bears  the  Ic^ft  proportion  to  the  unworthlncfs  of  fuch  a  tem- 
per ?  For  that  God  hath  no  need  of  o'.ir  aknowledgments,  as 
our  fellow-creatures  often  have,  only  proves  Iiis  goodnefs  to 
be  the  greater ;  and  therefore  ought  not  fu rely  to  m&ke  our 
fcnfe  of  it  the  Icfs.  Now,  if  thefe  things  are  thus  evident  to 
our  view,  in  how  much  ftronger  a  light  muft   they  appear  to 

hia 

•  Rom,  T.  P,  f.  t  Vcr.  a.  }  i  John  ir,  f. 
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his  all-feeing  eye  ?  And  with  what  diflike  and  indignation  muft 
lie  look  on  fo  ihocking  a  depravity,  as  ths^J^pf  refufing  him  the 
very  afFeftion,  which  he  purpofely  and  principally  formed  U3 
lotxcrcife  towards  himfelf,  its  moft  deferving,  its  only  ade- 
quite  oh]tdi  ?  For,  as  all  that  in  a  moral  fenfe  is  good  in  .h\^ 
M'holc  creation,  is  but  the  fliadow  of  divine  perfcftion  j  fo  the 
rilecm  and  love  of  what  is  good  muft  ever  be  effiintially  de- 
fective, till  ir  leads  us  to,  and  terminates  in  the  Jove  of  him. 

But  let  us  now  coniider  alfo  the  tiTjds  of  this  principle  on 
ether  parts  of  our  duty.  We  muft  fct  our  hearts  on  fome- 
Ihing,  Worldly  things  are  all  of  them  trifles.  Many  of  them 
are  not  to  be  attaintid,  but  by  unlawful  means ;  however  at- 
tained, fondnefs  for  them  debafes  and  corrupts  us.  We  fee 
ar.d  fed  it  tv^ry  day  ;  all  the  wickeduefs  that  prevails  on  earth 
Iprings  from  it.  Therefore,  to  avoid  this  danger,  men  have 
been  direSed  to  fix  their  attention  on  the  riglitncfs,  the^amiable- 
hefs  of  virtue:  and  right  and  amiable  it  is,  no  qneft  ion.  But,  with- 
out having  recourfe  to  unhappy  experience,  the  plaineft  reafoa. 
Ihews,  how  weakly  and  how  tranfiently  the  bare  idea,  the  ab- 
ftraft  notion,  of  .moral  eatcellence  muft  afF>;ft  fuch  creatures, 
farrounded  with  fucji  temptations  as  we  are,  compared  with  an 
iificrdlionate  regard  I0  him,  in  whom  the  fulnefs  of  it  dwells, 
and  overflows  on  all  the  works  of  his  hands.  Every  fort, 
indeed,  of  regard  to  God,  is  a  more  powerful  incitement  to 
virtue,  than  any  other  motive:  but  love  hath  a  pvxuliar  force; 
often  in  beginning  a  change  from  evil  to  good,  but  always  in 
carrying  it  on,  and  compleating  it.  ViThlle  we  obey  only  from, 
fviar  of  him,  we  are  unwilling  and  backward,  imagine  diflScul- 
lics,  contrive  excuftfs ;  and  think  it  a  point  gained,  if  we  can 
pcrltiadc  ourfelves,  that  this  or  that  nee.Lvaot  to  be-  done.  If 
hope  be  added  to  it,  without  any  induce-njcnt  more  generous, 
wc  fluU  ftill  be  in  danger  of  aiming  to  get  our  reward  by  doing 
a-}  litrlc  for  it  as  we  can.  But  thofe,  whom  we  love,  we  ferva 
wiili  alacrity  and  z^?^  ;  forget  our  own  incli'iations  to  tidopt 
theirg,  hale  every,  thing  that  difplor.f^s  ihem,  defpife  every 
thin^  that  doth  not  reco  nmeid  us  to  tliem,  look  on  their  com- 
mands as  f.iVQurs  and  honours,  rejoice  to  encounter  difficulties 
for  tlieir  f.kcs,  and  think  we  can  never  do  enough  to  teftlfy  our 
auachuK^nt   to  them.     \Vhat  noble  imprjvemcits  then   muft 
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love  to  God  make  in  the  performance  of  our  duty ;  and  how 
can  it  fail, 

III.  Of  incrcafiW^  our  happinefs,  even  in  this  world,  as  wdl 
as  the  next  ? 

For  want  of  cultivating  this  delightful  affeftion.  the  thoughts 
of  him  are  dreadful  to  the  generr»liry  of  men.  Too  many  arc 
tempted  to  wifli  in  their  hearts,  if  they  durfl,  that  he  were  not, 
or  had  no  regard  to  human  conduct:  and  if  any  of  them  can 
but  perfuadc  themfclvcs  for  a  wliile,  on  the  flrtngth  of  £om<? 
poor  cavil,  to  hope  what  they  wi(h,  they  triumph  in  the 
imagined  difcovery,  that  fets  them  fo  much  at  eafe.  From 
the  fame  default,  humbler  and  righter  minds  conCdcr  him 
Very  often  in  no  better  light,  than  as  a  rigid  lawgiver,  sr^ 
bitrarily  cxafling  a  number  of  almoft  impraclicable  duties 
'and  inforcln^  them  with  the  dread  of  infupportable  punifc- 
ments  :  whence  they  are  ready  to  fink  under  the  terrors  of  rcU- 
gion,  even  while  they  are  confcienticufly  fulfilling  its  precepts. 
Looking  on  God  as  the  objed  of  love  would  re6lify  thcfc  mif- 
taken  conceptions  intirely.  We  Ihould  all  fee  and  feel,  that  a 
being  of  infinite  goodnefs,  direded  by  infinite  wifdom,  is  the 
highcft  blcffing ;  and  the  want  of  fuch  a  one  would  be  the 
greateft  calamity,  that  is  poffiblc:  we  ih((''ld  be  fatisfied,  that 
the  ftrictcft  of  his  laws,  and  the  fevereft  of  their  fan£ticns,  are 
tneans  which  he  knows  to  be  needful  for  our  good  ;  that  his 
mercy  will  forgive  on  repentance  our  paft  tranfgreflloos  of 
them,  that  his  grace  will  flrcngthen  \is  to  keep  them  better, 
and  that  he  will  never  rtjcft  a  foul  affeftionately  devoted  t# 
him.  In  proporion  then  as  we  are  fo,  all  terrifying  apprehcnfions 
will  vanifii  from  us.  Tie  re  is  no  fear  in  love^  faith  St.  yobn; 
Jeur  hatb  torment ;  hui perftEi  love^  cajleth  out/ear^. 

Another  fort  of  men  there  is,  who  hnve  not  much  uneafinefs, 
but  little  or  no  pleafurc  in  religion-  What  tliey  call  perform- 
ing their  devotions,  ib  commonly  nothing  more  than  going 
heavily  through  a  few  cuftomary  fhews  of  refpcft,  and  repeat- 
ing by  rote  a  certain  number  of  good  words,  without  any  life, 
or  almoft  any  meaning.  No  wonder,  if  the  benefit  of  fuch 
worfliip  feems  to  be  fo  fm:ill,  that  more  than  a  few,  whofe  con- 
fcienccs  would  not  fuffer  them  to  negleft  it,  cannot  however 
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klpcooiidering.it af  a  burtbenfome  taik,  enjoined  them,  they 
fcaire  know  why.    But  were  thefe  forms  and  fliadows  turned 
into  fubilance,  by  the  real  exercifc  of  that  devout  affcftion 
which  is  profefled  in  them,  \^e  (hould  none  of  us  any  longer ' 
fhink  hvdij  or  meanly  of  the  higheft  and  happieft  emploj- 
meot  of  the  human  foul.     We  fliould  be  filled  with  pleafing 
rtvennCt  in  doing  homage  to  the  gracious  Lord  of  alJ,  cele- 
irate  his  perfeaions  as  interefted  in  ever j  one  of  them,  give-, 
afe  to  our  hearts  bj  a  penitent  confeflion  of  our  offences,  make 
ur  claim  to  his  promifed  mercy  with  moft  joyful  gratitude, 
)w  to  him  cheerfully  a  mOre  yigtlant  obedience,  feel  a  double 
tisfadion  in  every  comfort  from  having  received  it  as  his  gift, 
d  difturthen  ourfelves  of  evevy  anxiety,  by  committing  to 
>  providence  all  our  wants,  and  all  our  cares. 
Eveiy  other  love  may  caufe  the  acuteft  mifery.-    Tlie  objefi 
>ur  tendered  earthly  regards  may  be  infenfible  or  ungrate- 
;  may  prove  many  ways  infeficr  to  our  expeftation  ;  may 
vretcbed,  and  make  us  fo ;  may  be  faatched  away  on  a 
(en  for  ever.     But  love  to  God  is  fubjed  to  no  difappoint- 
t;  is  indeed  a  cure  for  all  that  can  pof&bly  happen  tp 
While  we  fet  our  offeBion  on  things  aboye*j  the  chief 
are  of  our  foul  muft  ever  be  fafe  :  even  tbo/e  things^  that 
to  be  the  moft  againjl  tv/f,  we  are  exprefsly  aflured,  are 
'ng  together  all  the  while ybr  our  goodX'-  and  the  more  of 
iferior  enjoyments  God  requires  us  to  facrifice  to  him,  the 
opportunities  he  gives  us  of  manifefting  that  fapreme 
for  him,  which  he  feldom  fails  to*  reward  amply  here, 
lifing  into  us  a  fenfe  of  his  favour,  greatly  fuperior  to  all 
y   pleafare;  but  at  leaft  be  hath  prepared  in    heaven 
m  that  love  him,  things  which  eye  hath  not  fan\  nor  ear 
neieJjer  have  entered  into  the  heart  af  man\^ 
?d,    how    large  a  part,  that  love  itfelf,   which  we  have 
!d    inviolate  through  the  trials  of  life,  will  then  make 
elicitjr ;    when  we  (hall  be  raifed  above  all  our  prcfent 
*€is  of  defire,  and  have  every  faculty  of  our  fouls  adap* 
abrace  the  only  worthy  one ;  when  we  fllall  experience 
ediate  beatific  prefence,   feel  joys  unutterable,  floxving 
from  him,  and  be  compleatly  affured,   that  this  God 
d  ybr    ever  and  ever  t  :  how  tranfporting  ,  tlic  move- 
ments 
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]6ents  of  our  afi'cfiions  towards  him  maj  then  become,  is  not  for 
us  now  to  fa  J  or  conceive.  But  fo  much  apprehenfion  of  it  ive 
muft  furelj  have,  as  uill  fliew  that  our  moft  important  intereft 
lies  in  forming  ourfclves  to  that  difpofition  of  heart  towards 
him  in  this  life,  which  is  necfilTarj  to  our  bleiTednefs  in  the 
ne2:t.  For  the  principal  felicity  of  heaven  confifis  in  God: 
and  unlefs  we  love  him,  we  cannot  enjoy  him,  or  be  happy 
with  liim* 

Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  confider, 

IV.  The  methods  which  infinite  vvildom  hath  taken  to  cuUi- 
Tatc  fo  excellent  a  principle  in  our  minds. 

Love  owes  its  being  to  goodnefs  ;  and  fo  may  be  produced^ 
cither  by  a  general  contemplation  of  its  amiablenefs,  or  by  fa- 
vours ptrfonally  received  from  it.  That  we  are  capable  of 
the  former  and  purer  fort  of  love,  delight  in  a  benevolent  cha- 
rafler,  though  we  have  never  been  benefited  by  it,  nor  poflibly 
can  be,  is  a  truth  of  which  every  day  gives  proofs  with  refpeft 
to  our  fcllow-creatures,  whom  we  aflfcftionatcly  efteem,  though 
inacceflibly  diftant  from  us,  though  dead'  many  ages  before  us^ 
And  therefore  we  arc  doubtlcfs  capable  alfo  of  admiring  aad 
adoring  the  infinitely  fuperior  benevolence  of  our  Creator,  ab^ 
ftrafted  from  the  thought  of  our  own  fliaring  in  it  ;  as  indeed 
Tve  furely  all  pf  us  love  him  for  his  bounty  to  the  reft  of  the 
world,  as  well  as  to  ourfelves.  But  then,  this  mere  difintcr- 
efted  aflfeclion,  though  natural  to  our  hearts,  is  very  weak  and 
languid  there,  in  the  midft  pf  fo  many  other  paffions  and  ap- 
petites, as  our  condition  upon  earth  m^kes  neceffary  for  ti5, 
and  the  original  depravity  and  fwperadded  evil  cuftoms  of  rcan- 
kind  have  fo  unhappily  ftrengthened  and  perverted.  Our 
hearts  are  pre-engaged  and  filled  up,  for  the  moft  part,  with 
temporal,  it  is  well  if  not  with  criminal,  objefts  of  defire,  long 
before  we  come  ferioufly  to  refleft  on  the  fpiritual  and  truly 
valuable  one.  Nor,  when  we  do,  can  mere  fneculitive  medi- 
tation upon  that  be  expe^ed  to  prevail  over  the  importunate 
calls  which  \vc  have  to  other  attentions  :  but  experience  of  his 
bounty  muft  be  added,  to  invigorate  efteem  by  gratitude.  Ard 
plentifully  it  i^  added  by  our  heavenly  Father  in  his  works  t»f 
nature  and  of  gwce.  0  that  men  would  therefore  proife  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnefsy  and  d$clare  the  v)onders   whU  h  he  doth 

for 
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for  tht  children  o/mert  *  j  that  the^  nvonid  love  hirjiy  becaufe  he 
firjllmdus\\  But  benefits  received  are  foon  forgotten:  and 
whatevcij  thankful  warmth  thej  may  raife,  while  the  rcliiii  of 
tlicm  is  iitk  and  lively,  cools  and  flattens  j  till,  by  long  pciTer. 
ion,,  we  grow  apt  ta  think  every  thing  that  vve  cDJoy  our  due; 
ind  feel  nothing  in  relaticn  to  it  but  difconient,  if  aay  part  is 
ukenavvay  or  dimiiiifhed.  Knowing  this,  pur  indulf^enf  Maker, 
lat  he  may  attifaft  us  more  powei  fully  to  hindelf,  hath  joined 
i{h  liie  experience  of  prefent  mercies,  the  hope  of  uofpeak-* 
ly  greater  to  come  :  and  bleffcd  is  be  whop  hope  is  in  the 
rdhis  GodX.  For  though  it  be  a  lefs  noble,  becaufe  more 
5lh,  paffion,  yet,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  partakes  confidcrablj 
fomething  moral  and  religious.  Any  real  defire  of  heavenly 
i  niuft  imply  a  degree  of  love,  both  to  virtue  and 'holinefs, 
vhfch  it  will  chiefly  confift,  and  to  that  holy  being  who 
I  promifed  to  beftow  it.  But  alas  !  worldly  and  finfbl 
:faments  debafe  mens  natures,  that  they  cannot  afpire  Xo^ 
ot  carneftly  wifh  for,  any  thing  gr^at  and  excellent-  And 
fore  the  wife  ruler  of  the  world  hath  cnforccJ  his  la-K'i 
le  only  remaining  motive,  fear>:  that  they,  whom  nothing 
'  will  influence,  may  at  Icaft  be  influenced  by  confidering 
rcfent  fufFerings  and  future  mifery,  awaiting  vvickednefs: 
and  flavifli  inducement,  it  muft  be  owned  :  but  however 
a  good  £[gn  in  him  whoa£ts  upon  it,  as  it  (liews  him  not 
oflexibly  obllinate  in  what  is  evil.  And,  remote  as  it 
eem  from  that  generous  flame  which  nur  Maker  feeks 
ile  in  our  breads,  yet  the  fun  of  Siracb  hath'jufilj 
d,    that    the  fear  of  the    Lord  is   the  ht^ginning  of  his 

in  the  firft  place,  can  with  peculiar  efiic^cy  reflraia 
ward    alliens    of  men,    and    keep   them    from  adding 

to  bad  inclinations  by  indulgtnce.  I'o ir,  efpeciaHy 
iment  -which  they  know  ihey  defcrve,  can  m.ke  their 
come  taflelefs  atjd  unpleafant  to  tlWm.  And  when 
y  are*  brought  to  avoid  forbidden  gratifications  as^hort- 
?  is  a  fair  profpeft,  that  not  only  virtuous  behaviocr 
aimend  itfelf,  as  aiq;ioIl  every  thing  doth,  by  culloro, 
^  but 

rvii.  «f*  f  I  John  W.  19.  t  Pn  cxM.  4- 
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but  that  alfo  its  intrinfic  fitnefs  and  beauty  will  come  to  be  per* 
ceived,  and  awaken  fuitable  affe&ions.  Or,  if  this  be  alreadr 
the  cafe,  and  jet  vehement  temptations  hurrj  men  on  to  fin; 
(a  very  common  and  very  pitiable  condition)  fear  may  be  ib 
imprcfl'ed  on  the  heart  from  above,  as  to  overbalance  thefe; 
free  the  rational  principle  from  the  oppreiTion  under  which  it 
labours,  and  enable  it  to  refume  its  rightful  dominion.  Then 
the  condu£t  will  be  reformed,  the  view  o^  things  gradually 
brighten,  and  the  mo:e  ingenuous  affe&ions  of  hope  and  grati* 
tude,  and  unmixed  love,  fpring  up  and  flourifli ;  till  at  lengtlt 
our  duty  and  our  Maker,  which  at  firft  we  regarded  unwilling- 
ly, on  mere  c^mpulfion,  will  no  longer  have  need  of  any  other 
force  than  their  own  uafive  attraftion,  to  regulate  every  thought 
of  our  foulc,  nnd  every  aclion  of  our  lives. 

Thus  then  appears  the  wifdom  and  the  goodnefs  of  thofe  va- 
rious meh-.ds  whiph  God  hath  taken  ro  unite  us  finallj  to 
himfelf.  He  hath  planted  in  our  hearts  that  pure  and  difinter- 
cfted  efteem  aui  love  of  moral  perfection,  which  leads  diredly 
to  the  elleem  and  love  of  him  above  all ;  and  without  whicli 
we  fhould  not  have  been  fufceptible  of  genuine  piety  and 
virtue.  But  having  placed  us,  with  a  natuie  prone  to  go 
wrong,  in  a  world  full  of  inticemenfs,  he  hath  not  left  us  to 
the  guidance  of  this  one  principle,  which*  though  the  beft  ii| 
itl'eif,  would  have  proved  infufficient  for  our  direftion ;  but 
hath  kindly  put  us  under  the  tutorage  of  fubordinate  affcc- 
tiQns,  to  train  us  up  in  the  uuiy  wherein  wejhould  go  ♦,  till  we 
become  enlightened  enough  to  approve  the  things  that  are  ex- 
eellentj-j  and  animated  enough  to  purfue  them  for  their  own 
fakes.  Let  us  therefore  give  up  ourfelves  without  fcruple  to 
the  influence  of  every  motive  to  our  duty,  which  reafon  or 
'  fcripture  fets  before  us,  of  pleafure  or  terror,  of  this  world  or 
the  next,  and  by  reading,  meditation  and  prayer,  imprint 
them  ftrt>ngly  on  our  minds :  nor  be  at  all  dejefted,  though 
perhaps  as  yet  the  lead  worthy  of  them  hath  the  largeft  iharc 
in  our  obedience  ;  as  probably  it  hath  for  a  time  in  that  which 
moft  children  pay  to  their  earthly  parents,  for  whofc  pcrfons 
and  precepts,  notwithftanding,  they  acquire,  by  infenfible  ftcps, 
the  moft  dutiful  and  tender  efteem.  But  whoever  would 
^teogthen  within  himfelf  this  blefied  difpoiitioii  towards  Gcd^i 
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ffluftrcqucntly  recoiled  and  inculcate  the  eonviftion,  that  other 
iaciuments  are  but  the  means,  aud  love  the  end  of  the  comTnand- 
mnt*t  that  we  ioiprove  and'frpw  inwardly  better  under  the 
hcavcnijr  difcipline,  only  in-pioportioii  as  we  advance  in  un- 
feigned aifrdiun,  and  are  transforaied  hy  it  inio  re.il  likcncfs 
to  the  fupremc  goad.  Open  jourliearts  therefore  to  feci  his 
goodntfs  towards  yourfelves,  and  imitate  it  towards  your 
brethren.  For  God  is  love  /  and  be  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelj^ 
f^ti  in  Gody  and  God  in  him  f . 

^  1  Tim.  i.  S.  t   I  John  W.  i6. 
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Of   the   Love  of  our   Neighbour. 


MaTth.  xxii.  39. 
jfnd  tbs/econd  is  liie  unto  it^  thoujbalt  lovf  thy  neighboMt  §^ 

nPHIS  is  the  latter  part  of  our  Saviour's  anfwer  to  the 
queftioh,  Vi)bich  is  the  great  commandment  in  the  law  ?  ^e 
had  already  anfwered  fufficicntlj,  by  faying,  it  was  the  love  of 
God.  But  mod  of  the  yewsy  before  whom  he  fpoke,  thought 
the  bed  proof  of  their  fulfilling  that  duty,  was  a  fcrupulous  ex-* 
a&nefs  in  fome,  or  all,  of  the  ceremonial  precepts  that  God  hod 
enjoined  them.  And  on  the  merit  of  this,  they  indulged  them- 
felves  in  great  hardncfs  of  heart,  even  towards  their  bretbrcQ 
of  the  fame  religion  ;  and  in  utter  difregard,  if  not  implacable 
hatred,  of  all  who  were  of  a  different  religion,  perhaps  of  a 
different  fcfl  only.  So  that,  if  he  had  carried  his  reply  no 
further,  his  hearers,  who  bad  a  %ealfor  God,  but  not  according 
to  knowledge  *,  woald  in  all  probability  have  underdood  him 
according  to  their  own  preconceived  notions  :  and  never  have 
fufpeSed  him  ofdefigningto  condemn  their  fu perdition  and 
Tlncharitablcnefs.  Therefore  he  immediately  fubjoins,  from 
the  exprtfs  words  of  Mq/esf^  another  commandment,  which, 
if  they  mifinterpreted  thcfird,  might  fiiew  them  their  midake; 
and  if  they  did  not,  would  plainly  appear,  to  any  conlidcrate 
perfon,  liie  unto  it  in  its  nature,  and  fecond  in  its  dignity  and 
life :  TCbouJhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy/elf.  But  this  alfo 
XhtTjews  contrived  to  explain  in  a  wrong  roanper,  that  they 
might  gratify  wrong  inclinations.  For  which  reafon  he  took 
an  opportunity  to   fet  them  right.     And,  befides  the  Jevfi^ 
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les  of  others,  both  before  and  ever  fiiicc,  have  done 
\  thing.  Nay  fomei  not  content  with  pervetting,  and 
ying,  have  direftly  found  fault  with  it. 
whoever  believes  in  a  wife  and  good  ruler  of  the  world, 
icve  it  to  be  his  will,  that  humanity  fhould  be  prac- 
)ngft  men  :  and  whoever  feeh  in  himfelf  kind  afiec« 
Uil  think  the  exfercife  of  them  his  duty..  But  then 
'e  raifcd,  who  are  entitled  to  our  kindnefs,  and  ip  What 

both  which  points  therefore  the  precept,  now  before 
y  determines.  And  t  (hall  explain  and  vindicate  its 
itions,  by  {hewing  you  the  meaning, ^r/?,  of  the  word 
• ;  ffcondly^  of  the  txpreflion,  hving  him  as  ourf elves ; 
ing  in  fome  meafure  all  tjie  way,  but  principally  at 
ulion,  the  reafonableuefs  and  necefTity  of  having  fo 
;ard  for  fo  many  as  the  text  requires. 
neighbour  then  commonly  fignifies  in  fcripture,  and 
m  in  heathen  writers,  every  perfon  who  is  placed 
ir  reach  and  influence.     Accordingly  St.  Pauly  inilead 

he  that  loveth  his  neighbour,  faith,  he  that  lovetb 
bath  fulfilkd  the  law*.  We  have  ufually  the  moil 
opportunities  of  doing  good  to  thcfc  who  live  with 
r  us.     But  if  any  one,  hpwever  dillant  from  us,  or 

to  us,  particularly  wants  our  help,  he  is,  in  cfFeft, 

^ry  thing,   brought  near  us  for  the  time,  and  put  un~ 

ire.     God's  benevolence  is  abfolutely  univerfal :  ours 

extended  as  far  as  it  can  .'  and  the  extent  of  mens 

:ng  extremely  \'arious  and  uncertain  j  (for  the  ftean- 

may  fometimes,  by  one  fingle  difcovery,  do  more 
rvice  to  mankind,  than  the~greatc(l  monarch  is  capa- 
*  word  neighbour  hath  this  peculiar  advantage,  and 
propriety,  that  it  contrads  or  enlarges  its  fignifica- 
ts  the  cafe  demands  ;  and  either  takes  in  the  extremi- 

globe,  or  conftnes  itfelf  to  our  own  home. 
ave  carried  their  public- fpiiitednef^  too  far  :  and  pi- 
nfelves  on  manifefting  good- will  to  their  fellow- 
by  undertakings  out  of  their  province,  and  even  be- 
'  abilities  ;  while  their  proper  neighbours,  thofe  with 
:y  had  clofe  cnnneftions,  and  their  proper  bufinefs, 
1  Xht\r  circomftances  bound  them  to  mind,  were  dif- 

an  injudicious  condoft,   when  it  proceeds  from  the 
Y  a  bcft 
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bed  intentions ;  but  highly  blameabk,  if  vanity,  or  a  meddlisg 
temper,  be  the  fource  of  it :  on  which  head  thefe  perfons  would 
do  well  to.  examine  themfelves.  But  the.  far  more  ordinarj 
fault  is  the  oppcfite  one  :  narrowing  the  bounds  of  our  friend- 
ly difpofitions  ;  and  excluding  thofe.from  the  benefit  of  being 
our  neighbours,  who  have  a  right  to  it.  » 

The  principal  caufes  of  this  are  three  ;  Hatred,  pride  and 
fdfiQinefs. 

I.  One  chief  ground  of  hatred  long  hath  been,  and  is,  di- 
rcrfity  of  faith  or  worfbip :  of  which  cafe  we  have  a  moft  re- 
markable mftance,  Luke  x.  25,  &c.  There  a  c^rtatn  lavsytr 
Jlanding  tip,  and  tempting  our  Saviour  with  the  queftion,  Wh&t 
Jhall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  /  he  draws  from  his  own  ipouth 
the  anfwcr.  thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  thy  neighbour  at  thy f elf :  then  tells  him,  thou  hajl  anfwer- 
cd  right  :  tlzi  do,  and  thou  Jhalt  live.  But  he^  willing^  as  the 
fvangelift  obferves,  to  jujlify  himfelf, /aid  unto  Jefus^  and  wh^ 
it  wy  neighbour  .2  imagining,  no  doubt,  as  the  fequel  ihewed, 
and  as  mod  of  his  countrymen  thought  at  that  time,  and  many 
ages  after*,  if  they  do  not  ftill,  that  none  but  the  members  of 
his  own  communion  deferved  the  name ;  and  that  all  others 
were  to  be  deemed  unrelated  to  him,  and  held  in  abhorrence. 
This  abominable  notion^our  bleffed  Lord  might  have  confuted 
by  numerous  paiTages  of  the  Old  Teflamenif  :  but  he  thought 
it  more  ufefnl  to  humble  the  vain  man,  by  conviding  him 
from  the  teftimooy  of  his  confcience,  and  making  him  coofcfs, 
without  perceiving  it,  how  unjuft  his  interpretation  was.  For 
this  end  he  tells  him  the  moving  (lory,  that  you  all  know,  of 
the  Jew  and  the  Samaritan  ;  of  which  two  nations  the  former- 
dcteftod  the  latter  beyond  all  others  :  and  having  eafily  brought 
liim  to  declare,  that  the  Samaritan  had  afted  the  ncighbonr- 
ly  part,  as  he  ought,  to  the  Jew  ;  it  evidently  followed,  that 
m  yfw,  upon  occafion,  fhould  a6t  the  fame  part  to  a  Sanid» 
ritan.  Which  thinkejl  thou  ivas  neighbour  to  him  that 
fell  amongjl  the  thieves  f  j4nd  he  faid^  he  thatjhewed  mercy 
on  him.  Then  /aid  Jefus  unto  hifn,  go  and  do  thou  lik* 
niije.  O  that  all  chrillians  of  all  denominations  had  learned, 
or  would  ytt  leai'n,  from  hence  and  from  the  whole  tenonrof 
the  gofpel,  what  feme  of  them  in  particular  are  lamentably  ig- 
norant of,  or  worfe  :  that  kindnefs  and  tendernefs,  and  much 
more  juftice  and  equity,   are  due  to  thole  of  every  fed  and 

party, 

•  See  Lightfoot'i  Harm,  of  New  Teft.  and  on  thishiftory. 
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rom  -whom  they  differ  the  xnoft  wideljr ;  and  due,  as  »< 

»n  of  their  inheriting  eternal  life  ! 

^her  thing,  whieh  often  withholds  our  kind  regard  from 

k  ohje£ts  of  it,  and  excites  hatred  to  tbem,  is  rivalihip 

kt,    advancementi  affeflion,  reputation.   .  And  we  may. 

j^he  world,  perhaps  feel  in  ourftlves,  if  we  examine,  as 

jtr  J  oire  ihould,  that  competitions,  not  onl  j  about  matters 

pe  weiglit,  b^ut  the  merell  trifles,  can  turn  the  befi  neigh- 

!,  the  neareft  relations,  th«  deareft  friends,  into  abfolute 

^rs,  if  not  bitter  enemie^w      Nay,   the  bare  fuccefs  of  o- 

^  where  we  neither  were  nor  could  be  their  competitors, 

MDugh    fometimes  t«  alienate  our  hearts  from  them  to  a 

ge  degree*      Yet  furely  we  ought  not  to  be  hated  by  o» 

i,   either  for  aiming  at,,  or  obtaining  advantages,  by  any 

noeans  :   nor  conieijuently  they  by  us»      Nay,  fhould  they, 

&ch  a  cafe,  thwart  an  imporunt  intereft  of  ours,  to  fecure 

nconfiderable  one  of  their  own  :    even  this,  though  a  fadi 

:&  of  girneroCty,   may  in  ilri&nefs  o^  fpeech  be  no  injul^ 

)ut  further,,  fuppoiing  a  man  hath  dlredly  done  as  a  ptl- 
>le  injury,  fiill  he  is  our  neighbour.  Perhaps  it  was  igno- 
itly,  or  inadvertently,  or  from  fuch  frailty  as  we  and  all  men 
\  liable  to  :  or  it  is  but  a  flight  or  a  fingle  offence  :  or  we 
d  provoked  him  to  it  ;  or  received  favours  from  him,  that 
erbalance  it :  or  he  hath  good  qualities  in  other  refpe£b^ 
at  intitle  him  to  our  efteem.  Or  if  he  be,  on  the  whole, 
icked :  yet  poffibly  he  is  not  incorrigible.  While  we  are  too 
ach  oflended  to  bear  with  him,  our  heavenly  Father,  whom  he 
Lth  much  more  offended,  bears  with  him  ;  and  is  gracioufl^ 
ying  all  methjods  to  reclaim  him.  You  will  fay,  ''  God 
mnot  be  hurt  by  his  wickednefs.'*  Why,  neither  need  you, 
y  patience,  you  may  always  turn  it  to  your  fpiritiial  improve- 
ment; by  prudence,  you  may  generally  avoid  any  temporal 
arm  from  it.  You  may,  if  it  be  nccelTary,  puniih  him  for  it  i 
et  confider  him  as  one  whom  you  could  heartily  iviih  to  treat 
aore  gently. 

1.  The  fame  bad  effe£t,  that  refentment  hath  on  fome, 
)ride  alone  hath  on  others:  they  cannot  allow  fuch  low 
features,  as  the  nuiltitude  are,  to  claim  their  notice,  and  even 
iheir  love,  by  a  prefumptuous  naoie,  which  implies  a  fort  of 
quality  with  them.     But  indeed  they  are  not  only  our  neigh-. 

hours,, 
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IwmrS)  but  onr  brethren :  for  God  bath  made  of  one  ihoiatt 
thai  dwett  on  the  face  of  the  earth*.  Thej  have  the  fame 
principles  of  human  nature,  the  fame  rights  <^  human  focietj, 
the  fame  protcdion  of  divine  providedce  here,  the  fame  core- 
nant  of  eternal  glorj  hereafter.  And  if  we  cannot,  for  the 
fake  of  thefe  things,  overlook  the  contemptiblenefs  of  their 
outward  appearance,  and  treat  them  with  eompaflkm  and  be* 
neficence,  inftead  of  fcom ;  we  are  much  meaner  wretches 
than  great  numbers  of  them. 

31  A  third  inducement  to  deny  others  a  claim  to  our  neigh- 
bourly regard  is  felfiflinefs :  a  worfe  turn  of  mind,  on  fome  ac- 
counts, than  either  of  the  former.  A  roan's  anger  and  pride 
can  afie6l  but,  part  of  his  neighbours,  ufuallj  a  fmall  cnex  to 
the  reft  he  maj  flill  be  friendly  and  beneficent  But  the  fel- 
fiih  man  acknowledges  no  neighbour  \  is  concerned  folely  for 
himfelf,  and  what  he  is  pleafed  to  reckon  his. own  intereft ; 
which  he  places  in  wealth  or  rank,  power  or  plcafure.  And 
they  who  feek  wealth  only  by  cxceffivc  frugality,  are  general- 
ly  difliked  rather  more  than  they  deferve.  But  fuch  as  enrich 
or  advance  themfelves  by  the  wickedeft  rapaciou&efs  and  bafe- 
nefsy  provided  they  live  fplendidly  and  expenfively,  are  con* 
lidered  with  an  indulgence,  that  hath  extremely  pernicious 
fruits.  And  the  mod  abandoned  purfuers  of  immoral  plcafure 
•btain,  by  their  (hewifh  gaiety,  tke  charaAer  of  the  beft  na- 
tnred  people  imaginable :  though  they  often  have  originally, 
and  feldom  fail  to  acquire,  the  moll  abfolute  infenfibility  to 
public  welfare,  the  ties  of  hofpitality  and  friendihip,  the  dif- 
treiles  of  families,  and  eyen  of  the  unhappy  creatures  whv 
have  believed  their  profeflions  of  the  tendered  fentlments* 

But  next  in  guilt  to  fuch  as  mind  none  but  themfelves,  is 
he,  that  fixes  upon  one,  or  fome  few,  relations  or  favourites^ 
for  the  objects  of  his  whole  alFc&ion  :  a  fault  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  poiTibly  it  may  appear  to  him  a  virtue.  He  is  do- 
ing his  fhare  of  good  :  taking  care  of  thofe,  who  naturally,  or 
by  a  fort  of  adoption,  belong  to  him.  And  doubtlefs  i^e 
are  peoiiHarly  intruded  with  fuch  :  but  not  authorized  either 
to  injure  or  neglccl  otliers  for  the  fake  of  exalting  thefe  to  « 
height  that  is  necdlefs,  and  perhaps  hurtful  even  to  them- 
felves. Kindnefs  of  heart  was  planted  in  men,  not  to  divide 
the  world  into  little  parties,  each  of  which  fliould  keep  fcpa- 
rate  from  and  be  zealous  againft  the  reft  5  but  to  unite  all,  as 

much 
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much  as  coald  be,  into  one  oeighbourbood,  indeed  one  bodj, 
aaimat^d  with  one  fuul.  It  is  not  for  our  familv,  or^our 
friends  alone,  that  God  is  concerned,  or  wonid  have  us  con-* 
cemed  :  but  univerfal  good  is  his  end,  and  univerfal  goodwill 
is  the  great  inftraa^ent  which  he  hath  given  us  to  promote  it. 
Therefore  we  mud  always  bear  in  mind  the  common  re-* 
lation  of  man  to  man :  s^nd,  whenever  it  is  doubtful  whe« 
thcr  that,  or  the  particular  tics  of  blood  or  intimacy  require 
the  preference,  far  from  following  the  ftrongcft  propenficj 
blindfold,  we  ibould  labour  to  preferve  the  fincereft  impar-. 
tiality  in  forming  our  judgement :  for  that  and  that  <»i1j 
will  effedually  plead  our  excufe,  if  we  err,  as  without  qvcf- 
cion  we  often  do  i 

Having  now  feen  the  fcriptural  and  rational  extent  of  die 
phrafe,  tij  neighbour y  let  us  confide  r,' 

II.  What,  and  how  necefTarj,  that  love  is,  which  the  com* 
mandment  in  the  text  enjoins  us  to  bear  him.  This,  I  hope, 
hub  appeared  already  in  fome  roeafure :  but  mud  be  fliewn 
mofc  diftin6tly,  becaufe  too  many  ■objed,  that  they  cannot 
belp  hating  fome  p^rfoasi  and  fee  no  caufe  to  love  many  p- 
thers. 

Now,  it  ihould  be  coniidered,  we  have  two  forts  of  love ; 
one  of  efteem,  fqunded  on  the  opinion  that  men  are  deferving ; 
the  other,  of  mere  benevolence,  founded  on  the  knowledge  that 
they  are  capable  of  pleafu re  and  pain.  Th^  former  we  may 
juftly  be  expefted  to  have  for  all  we  can  :  the  latter,  for  all 
abfbhitely.  There  are  people  in  the  world,  for  whom  we  can- 
not well  have  much  elleem.  Yet  every  one  hath  fume  valu- 
able qualities.  Thofe  whom  we  difllke,  it  is  great  odds,  hare 
more  than  we  allow  them  :  poffibly,  were  it  not  for  our  paf- 
lions  and  prejudices,  we  ibould  find  feveral  of  thfm  to  be  high- 
ly  worthy  and  amiable.  And,  though  we  are  not  always  o- 
bliged  to  be  acquainted  with  their  merit,  we  are  obliged' not 
to  detra£l  from  it.  But,  whatever  ground  we  may  have  to 
thmk  ill  of  them,  nothing  hinders  us  from  wifliing  well  to 
them.  If  they  are  bad,  is  there  not  great  need  of  wifhing  they 
were  better?  .Continuing  fuch  as  they  are,  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  wifli  them  every  enjoyment,  that  will  do  no  harm  to  them 
or  others  ?"  Do  they  not  often  in  this  world,  and  will  they  not 
certainly  in  the  next,  pay  dearly  enough  for  their  wickednefe  ? 
And  is  it  not  the  part  of  humanity  then  to  exercife  pity  to* 
wards  diem  \  and  leave  rengeance  to  him  whofe  it  is  ? 

•*  But 
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**  But  they  are  our  enemies:  is  that  a  title  to  our  love?** 
Noy  cercainlj.  You  are  not  commanded  to  love  them  becaufe  * 
they  are  your  enemies,  or  the  more  for  being  fo :  bat  only, 
in  a  due  meafure,  nocwithilanding  they  are  your  enemies.  Per- 
haps indeed  they  are  not  fo :  at  leaft,  to  near  the  degree  that 
you  imagine.  But  if  they  wbre  :  hath  not  God  loved  us,  and 
fent  his  Son  to  die  for  us,  njubea  nve  were  enemies^}  Hath  he 
not  abundant  right  to  expeft  this  return  from  us  ?  doth  he 
not  exprefsly  tell  us,  he  ezpeds  it :  Hath  he  not  planted  a  na. 
tural  principle  of  relenting  and  forgivenefs  in  us  ?  And  is  he 
not  ready  to  afllft  us  continually,  by  his  grace,  is  the  revival 
and  cultivation  of  it  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  ^'  Even  to  our  enemies  we  wi]i  do  so 
wrong  :  (faould  a  proper  occafion  offer,  we  will  do  them  fervice: 
and  then,  how  can  it  fignify  any  thing,  what  our  a£|[edions  to 
fhcm  are  !**  Why,  you  may  profefs  to  behave  thus,  without 
loving  them  at  all ;  and  you  may  pofBbly  defign  it :  but  yoa 
will  not  keep  up  to  it.  Such  as  your  affe&ions  are,  fuch  w31 
your  adions  be :  and  endeavourmg  to  reft  rain  the  latter,  with- 
out amendinjg  the  former,  you  will  find,  is  continual  uneafinieis, 
and  much  labour,  to  little  purpofe.  ReAifying  your  inward 
difpofition  is  going  to  the  root  of  the  matter.  To  think  of 
your  ileighbour  with  mildnefs  ai^d  candour,  and  therefore  be- 
have to  him  with  equity  and  kindnefs,  is  a  plain  way.  Hot 
when  you  pretend  never  to  do  him  harm,  though  you  always 
wi(h  it  him ;  and  to  be  ready  to  promote  his  happinefs,  whiU 
you  defire  his  roifcry :  either  you  are  not  in  eameft,  or  you 
do  not  know  yourfelf ;  it  is  too  hard  for  human  ftrength.  So 
that  in  this,  indeed,  in  every  inftance,  where  chriftianity  may 
fecm  to  have  made  our  duty  more  difficult,  by  enjoining  the 
reformation  of  our  hearts  as  well  as  our  lives,  it  hath  on  th^ 
c<»ntrary  made  it  pra^llcable  and  eafy,  by  putting  us  in  the  on- 
ly true  method.  Bdides,  regulating  the  one,  without  the  0- 
ther,  if  we  could  do  it,  would  be  utterly  infufficient  to  anfwer 
our  Maker's  great  end,  the  purifying  of  our  natures,  and  e.tal< 
ting  us  to  a  capacity  of  heavenly  blifs.  The  affe&ions,  in  the 
moral  fenfe,  are  the  man.  And  if  you  give  up  to  God  your 
outward  actions  only,  your  facrifice  is  defedive  and  unaccepti- 
kle.     You  will  plead,  it  may  be,  that  to  him  you  give  up  jour 

whole 

*  Rem.  T.  19^ 


."VX*  Q/(be  Love  of  our  Neighbour*  177 

focil  t   for  yoa  love  God   intirelj,   though  you  hate  bad 

StA^  loving  then),  \%  one  main  proof  which  he  requires 
r     loving   him.      If  you   loved,  you   would   obey,  yon 

inn  it  ate  hitn.  And  therefore  St.  John  dec!  *  res,  Jf  a 
fjr^  I  hve  God^  and  imteth  his  brother y  he  is  a  liar*. 
erire  alfo,  that  as  your  love  to  your  brethren  mud  be  ' 
\  and  finccre,  fo  it  muft  have  in  view,  not  merely  their 
t  gratification,  but  their  laiting  benefit,  even  in  opjiofi- 
D  til  at ;  and  not  tnerely  their  welfare  in  this  world,  but 
f  next  too.     For  never  was  there  furely  a  more  dreadful 

of  vrords,  than  to  call  that  good-nature,  which  compla- 
r  allows  acquaintance,  dependants,  friends,  relations  ever 
ar,  to  go  on  unmolefted  to  ruin,  here  and  hereafter  :  nay, 
fcen,  dircftly  invites  and  leads  them  to  it.  The  fcriptuic, 
ohibiting  this  behaviour,  gives  it  the  oppofite  name^  and 

jaQly.  TTfOU  Jhalt  not  bate  thy  brother  in  thine  hcrtrt : 
/halt  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  fujftr  Jin  upon  himf. 
tnce,  take  notice  again,  that  meredefirc  of  good  to  another, 
n  more  is  in  our  power,  will  by  no  means  be  fufficient. 
e  is  an  aftive  principle:  andif  weftop  fhort,  be  it  through 
arioufnefs,  or  be  it  through  indolence,  contented  with  on- 
vilhing  well  to  thofe,  whom  with  moderate  pains  and  ex- 
ce  Tcc  might  aftually  fcrve  ;  it  is  leaving  that  affedlion  to 
ad  itfclf  in  doing  nothing,  unlefs  it  be  cheating  tis  with  ^n 
tgination  of  our  being  better  than  we  are,  which  Gcd  hath 
amanded  us  to  cherifii  and  exert  for  the  nebleft  pur- 
Tes. 

Bat  admitting,  that  we  are  to  love  ovr  reighlour  in  this 
inner,  ftill  doth  not  the  command  of  loving  him  as  ourfdvcs^ 
ctend  to  fomething  impoflible  ?  Certainly  rot.  For  we  meet 
ith  feveral  inftances  of  perfons  being  faid  to  love  others  as 
>eirownfouls^  or  themfelves,  both  in  the  facrelj  and  pro- 
mc  writers^ :    and  we  are  to  nnderliand  the  phrafe  agreeably 

Vol.  II .  Z  to 

•  I  John  IV.  2?.  +  Lev.  xi?^.  17.  \  Dciit.  xiii.  6.  t  Sam.  xviii.  ;,.  x>r.  17. 

§  In  quibus  cnini  eadem  (hidia  funt,  errdemqiie  voluntates,  in  h>4  fif, 
«tarque  q«if<)n«  aUero  deleftctnr,  ac  fe  ipfo  :  efficiturque  id,  quod  Py- 
thagorai  ultimum  in  aniititia  putavit^  ut  unns  fiat  ex  pl'.iribus.  Cic. 
Off..i.  17.  T.X  quo  pcrfpicitur,  cum  hare  bene  volenti  am  late  longeqne 
^iFufam  vir  faniens  in  aliquem  pari  virtute  prscditura  coatulerit,  tum^il- 
kd  eifici  qood  quibafdam  incredibile  vidAtur,  fit  autem  neceflkriiiniy 
Ut  aiUl  fefe  |^  q«am  alterum  diligat.     J2?^id  tnim  eft  quod  4ifreT»t^ 
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to  their  meaning ;  not  to  flretch  it  further  than  thej  cu 
nociin.  In  fcriptiire,  atleaft,  it  doth  not  denote  the  verj  high- 
eft  aSeclion  that  we  are  capable  of«  For  the  dutj  of  loving 
God  is  plainly  deiigned  to  be  exprefTed  in  ilronger  tenns.  than 
that  of  loving  our  neighbour.  Yet  the  latter  muft  imply,  not 
only  good-will  as  real  as  we  bear  to.  ourfclvcs ;  for,  if  it  be 
inconliderable,  it  will  be  incfifedual :  but  alfo  a  large  decree  of 
good-will ;  for  that  alfo  we  bear  to  ourfelves.  And  ^rther, 
we  ate  to  love  him  in  proportion  as  we  love  ourfelv^  :  to  pay 
a  more  attentive  regard  to  his  interelis,  the  more  ppwerfally 
we  are  addided  by  nature  or  cuftom  to  regard  our  owa  \  and 
fo  preferve  the  balance  of  our  affections  in  due  poifc.  ThaS| 
however,  we  ftiall  do  much  better,  if  we  alfo  take  the  czpre£> 
fion,  as  we  juftly  may,  to  comprehend  aa  injua£tion,  that  we. 
love  and  coniidkr  our  neighbour  juft  as  much  as  we  Ihovpld  love 
and  coniider  ourfelves,  were  we  io  his  cafe.  For,  though  we 
be  equally  affefted  by  his  circuaiftan<:es  and  oar  own,  fo  fac 
as  we  can  know  and  feel  both*  this  will  carry  us  00  unfit 
lengths  in  his  favour :  becaufe  we  cannot  kao.w  and  {eel  both 
in  the  fame  degree ;  and,  though  we  could,  no  harm  would 
follow.  Indeed  we  are  fometimes  bound,  in  the  pradical  (eaie, 
to  love  our  neighbour  more  than  ourfelves  :  to  Ih^w  a  grater 
concern  for  his  good,  not  only  than  we  do  ihew  for  our  own; 
for  which,  God  knows,  in  the  principal  points,  we  ofteo  (hew 
none  at  all  \  but  than  we  ought  to  ihew  for  our  own  :  becaoiJB 
a  very  important  advantage  of  his  may  be  in  ^ueflion ;  and  a 
fmall  one,  in  comparifon,  of  ours  ;  which  it  would  be  meaa- 
nefs  not  to  flight :  or  the  advantage  of  many  may  be  in  one 
fcale,  and  our  own  fingly  in  the  other.  Now*  wh^n  that  hap- 
pens,  we  may  be  obliged  to  go  fo  far  as  to  lay  down  our  ikw 
for  our  brethren* ;  not  only  for  their  eternal,  but  temporal 
*  welfare.  Still,  unqueftionably,  in  all  cafes  that  but  approach 
towards  an  equality,  we  zSt  allowably  in  preferring  ourfelves, 
where  no  obligation  of  juftice  or  truth  exa&s  the  contrary. 
And,  in  the  endlefs  variety  of  circumftances  that  occur  in  hu- 
man life,  all  that  could  be  done  by  precept,  at  leaft  by  any  one 

Ihort 

cum  jELnt  euD<^  paria?  Cic.  de  Leg.  i.  12.  -where  fee  more.  But  be  re- 
qutrefl  th\t  degree  of  love  not  to  every  man,  but  between  porfe^jwifr 
^ad  good  men.  The  doAriae  of  the  fipicoreant  was,  nnllo  modo  poflb* 
^  ^as  ainicitiam  tucri,  aifi  sqne  amicot  fie  00s  ipfos  d21i|^iis*  de*  ifi 
Win*  i.  ao.  where  fee  more. 
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niecept^  and  fach  mankifid  muft  have^  vfzs  to  give  as 
ling  a  cautioa  as  poffible  againft  the  greateft  danger,  and 
r  a  direAion  as  poffible  hovr  to  avoid  it ;  which,  I  hope, 
e  fenfibie,  the  precept  before  us  hath  done;  and  then 
^  both  right  and  wrong  rotnds  to  ihew  what  thej>  are  : 
e.  by  che^fully  taking,  and  diligently  fceking,  if  there 
id,  fit  opportunities  of  doitig  adts  of  humanity;  the 
by  raifing  fcruples,  inventing  evafioas,  and  neglcding 
lineft'  calls,  becaufe  feme  are  doubtful. 
n  may  indeed  be  too  prone  to  follow  every  good-natur. 
ipulfe.  And  the  few  who  have  caufc  to  fufped  they 
lould  confider  what  they  owe  to  themfelves,  and  to  other 
nds  upon  them,  prefent,  or  probably  future,  as  well  as  to 
^bje£fc  which  now  ftrikes  them :  they  fliould  aik  th« 
ment  of  pious  and  prudent  friends :  they  (hould  have 
regard  to  the  judgement  even  of  the  lefs  good  part  of 
rorld ;  elfc  they  may  poffibly  difcredit  the  duty  which 
would  wifli  to  recommend.  But  giving  ourfelves  up 
t  inflaenced  foTely  or  chiefly  by  common  opinion  and 
:icff,  is  the  way  to  extinguifli  every  thing  that  is  right 
is.-  To  a  proper  degree  therefore  the  fon  of  SiracVs 
:e  is  neceflary  to  be  obferved :  In  every  good  work  truft 
6wn  fiulf  for  this  is '  the  keeping  of  the  commandment* • 
ight  meaning,  with  a  moderate  ihare  of  difcretion,  will 
1  fa£e  guide  through  whatever  perplexities  may  at  any 
;  arffe    in  relation  to  this  precept. 

till  you  will  fay,  perhaps,  thac,  explain  and  limit  it  as  w« 
,  it  is  very  hard  after  all,  that,  in  order  to  obey  God, 
deinonftrate  our  love  to  him,  we  muft  difobcy  the  diftate^ 
:hc  ftrcngt'ft  and  ufrfulleft  principle  he  hath  planted  in  our 
art,  the  love  of  ourfelves,  and  adopt  others,  often  of  very 
bferving  charafters  in  our  own  room.  Bat  ccufider  ;  fclf- 
e  is  aot  h,appinef$;  it  is  act  always  the  inllrument  of  pro* 
riag  happin^fi ;  bat  makes  us  uneafy  and  wretched.  It  can 
)cu're  hap^iinefs  no  otherwife  than  b^  exciting  us  to  gratify 
r  nitural  incli  nations,  when  that  will  do  us  goo  J  ;  and  re- 
•aiaing  us  ffolu  gratifying  them,  when  it  would  do  us 
Jrra.  Now  lovfe  to  our  fellow-creatures  is  one  of  our  na^ 
itil  iacliaacioas,     We  all  feel'  and  (hew  it  to  be  fo,  in  foma 
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inftances,  more  or  lefs.  And  lit^hy  is'  not  the  indulgence  of 
it,  within  the  bounds  now  prefcribed^  as  likely  to  do  us  mach 
good  and  little  harnn,  as  that  of  any  other  ?  It  is  a  pleafing 
movement  of  mind  in  itfdf.  Reflection  upon  it  affords  a  (e* 
cond  pleafure.  We  approve  and  tfteem  ourf<;lves  for  hamng 
it,  and  for  attempting  what  it  prompts  us  to.  If  we  fucceed, 
we  have  cxquifite  joy :  if  we  fail,  it  is  no  inconfiderahle  comfort^ 
that  we  meant  well.  And,  ordinarily  fpenking,  all  around  Qs 
commend  and  applaud  us  for  it«  By  thefe  means  our  good- 
nefs  often  brings  us  great  worldly  advantages  :  and  very  often 
is  attended  with  no  worldly  difadvantage.  For  there  are 
many  and  daily  ways  of  cxercifing  it  without  expence  or  trou- 
ble. And  if  the  reft  do  coft  us  fomething,  perhaps  we  can 
well  bcir  it,  and  not  be  at  all  the  worfe.  But,  were  it  more, 
do  our  indulgences  of  other  inclinations  coft  us  nothing  ?  Do 
not  the  debaucheries,  the  refentments,  the  amufements,  the 
vanities,  the  caprices  of  men,  interfere  much  more  frequently 
and  irreconciloably  with  the  trueft  and  neareft  even  of  tfaeir 
temporal  intercfts,  than  the  love  of  their  neighbcur  dcth? 
*'  But  thcfe  things,  you  will  fay,  give  much  higher  delight*' 
Perhaps  not.  For  multitudes  purfue  with  ftrange  eagemelk 
what  yields  them  very  little  fatisfadion.  At  bt-ft,  it  is  a  very 
unwife  delight.  And  .poffibly  you  are  pleafed  with  your  pre* 
fent  objeds  of  defire,  only  becaufe  you  have  fet  yourfelves 
to  be  pleaflid  with  them.  Set  yourfelves  therefore  to  be 
pleaft'd  with  promoting  the  welfare  of  others  :  and  you  will 
find  your  account  in  it,  beyond  any  thing  in  this  world. 

Indeed  almoft  all  the  mifery  of  this  world  proceeds  from 
the  want  of  it.  The  unavoidable  evils  of  life  ai*e  nothing  lo 
thofe  which  we  bring  upon  one  another  voluntarily,  by  ill- nature, 
infeofibility  and  heedlefs  difregard.  Thefe  are  the  heavy  fuBcr- 
ings,  that  every  one  complains  of  and  groans  under,  and 
always  muft,  if  every  one  will  be  guilty  of  fuch  behaviour: 
and  nothing  can  put  an  end  to  it,  but  fotial  love.  Infiead 
therefore  of  being  againft  the  intereft  of  any  man,  it  ih  moA 
eiTentlally  for  the  intereft  of  all  men  :  and  were  it  to  prevail 
.univerfally  upon  earth,  no  injury  would  be  attempted,  no  aft 
of  kindnels  negleAcd.  For  this,  as  St«  Faul  argues,  tboujkah 
not  commit  adultery^  thou  Jbalt  not  kill^  tboufbalt  notftalf 
tboujhalt  not  bcarfalfe  witnefs^   tbou  Jbah  not  covet  ^  and  if 

then 
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he  any  other  commandment ^  it  is  briefly  comprehended  im 
^ayingt  thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy/elf.  Love 
/6  no  ill  to  bis  neighbour ;  allows  no  commiflion,  ao 
on,  that  may  be  hart£ul  to  him :  therefore  love,  is  the  ful'*^ 
'  of  the  law'*:  all  the  obligations  of  human  fociety  aro 
led  up  in  it.  With  pcrfeft  jufticc  then  doth  our  bleffed 
declare,  that  on  tbefe  two  commandments ^  right  aSe&ion  to^ 
and  to  mani  both  which  imply  it  towards  ourfelves,  hanj 
^e  law  and  the  prophets^* 

t  ftiD»  it  may  be,  you  will  plead,  "  how  happy  focver 
r  world  would  become,  were  all  men  influenced  by  thefe 
nciples  ;  yet,  fince  they  are  not,  why  mnft  we  ?"  Be^ 
the  whole  can  be  amended  only  by  the  feparate  amend-> 
of  each  part*  ^  But,  you  will  fay,  uidefs  the  veil  will 
tend^  of  which,  to  fpeak  moderately^  there  is  no  likelihood 
our  time,  the  wickednefs  and  mifery  of  mankind  mufl^ 
we  are  to  love  them  fo  well,  and  feek  their  good  fo  ear-* 
(ily,  occadon  us  much  fruitlefs  pain,  innumerable  dif- 
pointments  and  melancholy  refle£i40BS«"  Why>  £o  it  willg 
'.  ^ng^ge  ^^  too  great,  or  l9o  difficult,  or  too  many  under-* 
igs  ;  if  we  raife  our  expectations  too  high  ^  or  fuffer  <^- 
Lon»  either  to  kindle  us  into  vehemence,  or  plunge  us  into 
dr.  But  we  may  go  on  very  comfortably,  if  we  prefervc 
rue  temper  :  exerting  a  calm  fettled  benevolence  on  all  £c 
ions,  becaufe  we.  ought  ;  without  hoping  to  fucceed  very 
1,  or  to  produce  on  the  whole  any  remarkable  change  for 
jetter;  but  labouring,  the  more  cimftantly  for  this  very 
42,  that  not  a  little  of  what  wc  do  will,  to  aH  appearance, 
refpe&  to  others,  be  labour  loft.  In  the  maiming  fow 
^eedf  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thine  band  ^  /or  thou 
lefl  not^  whether  Jball  profper^  this  or  that ;  or  whether 
bothjhall  be  aliie  goodt*  But  thus  much  we  know  bow- 
,  that  the  feemingly  moft  unprofitable  exercifes  of  kindnef* 
not  only  be  of  unfpeakable  benefit  to  ourfelves  in  the 
lot,  which  might  furely  fuffice  us,  but  will  prove  fomc 
ns  in  the  hands  of  divine  wifdom  for  bringing  forth  at 
;th  general  good'out  of  all  evil.  Being  therefore  thus  labour'- 
together  with  God^^  why  ihould  not  we  be  h^)py  in  our 

proportion; 

•  Jlom-  Kill,  9^  la  t'Ma*tK  xxW.  40. 
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pro{)ort!ott ;  as  he  is  perfeftly,  ootwithftati^g  the  failm-e  of  lirs 
gracious  pfarpofes  tcrwftfds  «  world,  trhich  he  lo^es  iisSmt^ 
better,  than  the  beft  of  us  can  ? 

But  you  will  argue  further  yet :  **  Whatever  peace  we  tatf 
'*  have  within,  we  {hall  hslve  tiolie  without,  htt  be  laughed  at 
**  for  poor  tame  wretches,  aud  trampled  on-  fecurely.**  N<* 
ftrch  thing.  Though  few  may  kaitate  yoii,  very  few  wiK  in 
cameft  defpife  you,  and  fewer  ftill  attack  you  in  ^ny  material 
point.  Love  to  all  men  cannot  often  provoke  any  man.  And 
in  cafe  of  affault,  you  are  iiot  forbidden  the  juft  methods  of 
felf-prefervation  $  you  are  commanded  to  be  prudent,  as  well 
as  iarmle/s*:  you  have  the  laws  to  proteA  you  :  all  the  gooi" 
to  fnpport  you,  from  inclination  ;  and  moft  of  the  bad,  if  for 
tie  better  a  reafon,  yet  lead  they  llbould  fufier  bezt.  You 
will  fctuple,  I  own,  taking  fome  advantages,  by  which  they 
often  fucceed  :  but  you  will  alfo  avoid  fottte  difadvantages,  by 
,  which  they  are  often  ruined.  And,  befides  human  helps, 
you  will  have  the  providence  of  God  on  your  fide,  both  to 
defend  you,  tmi  perhaps  to  reward  you  openly  even  here.  Or, 
ihould  he  fee  it.  beft  for  you  to  go  without  temporal  reeom* 
penees,  nay  to  fii&r  temporal  inconveniences  ever  fo  grieveous  t 
bear  but  all  patiestty  ,from  a  fenfe  6f/duty  to  him,  and  you 
will  be  filled  with  eonfolation  in  this  world,  and  aflureti  of 
glory  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

.  Truft'him  therefore  boldly  with  the  abfolute  diredioti  of 
your  hearts  and  lives.  Let  th<^e,  Who  refolve  to  be  too  cun* 
ning  for  their  Mikcr,  fupprefs  and  extinguiih  every  friendly 
fentiment  in  their  breafts,  be  blind  and  deaf  to  the  diftrefies  of 
all  around  them,  purfue.  with  unremitting  fervour  their  own 
interefts,  their  own  pleafures,  their  own  fchemes  of  malevo« 
lence,  hateful  and  hating  one  another^.  Bat  let  us  be  fimple 
C9ncermnj(  evt'I^  and  wife  only  unto  that  which  is  goodt :  Jhew 
mercy  with  theerfuhtefs^  love  withcnt  dijffimulation^  he  kindly 
affeQioned^  in  honour  preferring  one  another ^  dijlributing  to  th4 
necejjities  of  the  faints :  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice^  and 
v^eep  with  them  that  weep  ;  he  not  high-^mindedy  hut  condefcend 
to  men  of  low  eflate\  :  look  with  plea  Cure  on  the  virtues,  the 
accompliihments,  the  fuccefs  of  others :  be  flow  to  believe  th^ir 

faults , 

•  Matth.  X.  ifii.  f  Tit.  iii.  3. 
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faults,  think  of  them  with  concern,  and  treat  them  with  mild- 
aefs:  hoe  even  our  enemiesy  blefs  tbem  that  curfe  us^  do  good  to 
thm  that  bate  v/,  and  pray /or  tbem  that  dejpitefully  ufe  usi 
nudperfecMte  us.  For  fo  Jball  we  be  the  children  of  our  Fa-' 
ifff  winci  is  iff  keavett ;  woio  meiieth  his  fun  to  rife  on  the 
(viiand  the  goody  andfendetb  rain  on  the  jufl  and  on  the  un-* 
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Matth.  iv.  I. 

V'ben  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs^  tm  be 
tempted  of  the  deviL 

A  S  the  word  of  God  acquaints  us  with  raanj  things  of 
great  importance,  concerning  our  prefent  and  future  con- 
dition, which  we  could  not  elfe  have  known  :  fo  it  opens  to 
us  particularly,  a  very  intereftifig  fcene,  in  the  difcoveries 
which  it  makes  of  our  connexions  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
invifible  world,  both  good  and  bad.  Indeed,  that  various 
orders  of  rational  beings  befides  man,  and  fuperior  to  him,  ex« 
ift  in  this  univerfc;  is  of  itfelf  extremely  probable.  That  fome, 
even  of  the  higheft  of  them,  ihould  become  wicked,  is  only 
SI  wonder  of  the  fame  kind,  as  that  too  many  of  the  beft  a- 
biliti«s  amongft  men  (hould  make  the  worft  ufc  of  them. 
Tliat  for  their  wickcdncfs  they  (hould  he  cqfi  down*  from 
tbeir  firfl  eflate\^  and  confined  to  a  very  different  one,  is  a 
natural  confcquence  of  the  divine  juftice  and  reditudc.  That, 
though  fufferers  already  for  their  crimes,  they  ihould  yet  be 
rcfefvcd  unto  the  fevcrer  judgement  of  the  great  day^  is  but 
jufl  the  very  thing  that  reafon  teaches  concerning  the  finners  of 
:hc  human  race  alfo.  That  they  ihould  be  delirous  in  the 
mean  time  of  feducing  us  into  tranfgreffion,  is  very  natural : 
for  .we  fee  the  profligate  amongft  ourfelves  de^rous  every 
d:iy  of  doing  the  like.  That  this  would  be  poiBble  for  them, 
is  by  no  means  inconceivable  :  for,  iince  the  material  frame 
•f  our  earth  is  confcffedly  liable  to  powerful  influences  from 

other 
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other  parts  of  the  creatiooy  why  may  not  the  .intelligent  na- 
tures in  it  be  fo  too?  That  evil  fpirits  ihould  be  permitted  to 
aflaftlt  us  in  a  degree  confiilent  with  our  freedom  of  will,  is 
evidently  as  reconcilable  both  to  the  holinefs  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  as  that  we  are  fufFvrred  to  tempt  one  another,  often  per- 
haps full  as  dangeroufly.  That  they  fliould  be  capable  of  con- 
vejing  their  fugg^ftlons  to  us,  and  we  not  know  their  man- 
Ber  of  doing  it,  can  hardly  be  called  ftrange :  for  we  fcarce 
know  the  manner  how  any  one  thing  in  the  world  is  done,  if 
we  examine  it  to  the  bottom  ;  not  even  how  we  convey  our  own 
thoughts  to  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe.  And  that  we 
ihould  be  expofcd  to  thefe  temptations,  without  perceiving 
them  to  proceed  from  any  fuch  caufe,  is  far  from  incredible  : 
for  we  are  frequently  influenced,  and  ilrongly  too,  by  perfons 
of  no  higher  powers  and  abilities  than  ourfclves,  without  per- 
ceiving that  they  influence  us  at  all* 

But,  though  fv^Tj  one  of  thefe  things  is  rationnlly  fuppofe- 
able,  yet  fcripture  only  can  fatisfy  us,  that  they  are  true  in 
hOi :  and  fo  accordingly  i(  fully  doth.  For  though  it  tells 
us,  that  bad  angels  are  held  in  everlafiing  chains  under  dark-' 
nefs*^  it  tells  us  likewife,  that  our  adverfary  the  devil  as  a  roar^ 
ing  lion  walketh  ahout^  meaning  doubtlefs,  within  the  extent  of 
his  chain,  yjrrii«^  whom  be  may  devourj-.  And  yet,  even  after 
the  teftimony  of  fcripture  given  to  thefe  dodrines ;  as  they 
relate  to  matters  which  lie  out  of  flght,  and  therefore  affe£k 
the  mind  but  faintly,  unlefs  the  truth  and  importance  of  them 
be  carefully  imprefTed  upon  it.  We  receive  them  too  commonly 
with  only  a  wavering  kind  of  half  belief,  which  produces  no 
manner  of  fcrious  thought  about  them.  And  fo  by  degrees 
we  firft  overlook,  and  then  doubt,  and  then  reje£t,  one  part 
ftfier  another,  of  what  is  revealed  concerning  the  hidden  re- 
gions of  the  creation  j  ("as,  indeed,  if  once  we  begin,  where 
foall  we  flop?)  till,  at  length,  inftcad  of  ivalking^  as  chri- 
fti?<ns  ought,  by  that  faithXy  which  is  the  evidence  of  things 
notfe^n^^  we  come  to  C9nfider  earthly  objefts  as  the  only  re- 
alities, and  heaven  and  hell,  and  the  inhabitants  of  each,  as 
notliing  at  all.  . 

Some,  it  mmft  be  owned,  far  from  diflielieving  what  they 
underftand  their  bible  to  teach  on  thefe  fubjeds,  make  it 
aimed  a  point  of  religion  to  believe  a  great  deal  more :  where- 
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as  the  plain  and  fafc  rule  certainly  is,  to  go  as  far  fcriptare 
goes,  but  alio  to  flop  wliere  fcripture  flops.  For  vrhateTcr 
notions  are  cieduloufly  entertained,  beyond  its  warrant,  will 
alwavs,  in  the  event,  ueaken,  inftead  of  confirming,  the  per- 
fij.  fun  of  its  genuine  articles.  But  undeniably,  the  prevail- 
ing extreme  at  prefent  is,  that  of  queftioning,  or  flighting, 
though  we  do  not  queftion,  whatever  is  .placed  a  little  without 
the  reach  of  our  own  faculties,  be  it  ever  fo  clearly  aflertedby 
our  Maker  himfclf.  This  turn  of  mind  is  highly  undutiful ; 
and  tends  to  miflead  us,  in  the  whole  of  religion  firft,  and  then 
of  common  life.  Hie  remedies  for  it  are,  to  think  of  ourfelvcs 
with  humility,  and  read  and  confide r  the  doArines  of  God*s 
word  with  reverent  attention.  That  of  our  being  tempted  by 
ittvifible  powers  needs  not  have  any  wrong  effefls  upon  us,  and 
may  have  very  right  ones.  For,  as  thefe  temptations  are  not 
diftinguifliable  by  us  from  thofc  which  arife  of  themfelves  in 
onr  own  breafts,  and  may  be  refifted  cffeaually  by  the  fame 
methods,  the  belief  of  them  can  by  no  juft  ccnfequence  drive 
us  either  into  liiperftition  or  defpondency.  Bur  the  confider- 
ation  of  having  fuch  an  additional  adverfary,  befides  the  world 
and  the .  Heih,  muft  naturally  increafe  our  watchfolnefs,  and 
thankful  dependence  on  the  help  of  divine  grace :  and  the  re- 
fleicion  that,  in  committing  fin,  we  are  complying  with  the 
fuggeftions,  and  gratifying  the  malice,  of  the  enemies  of  God, 
of  our  own  fouls,  and  of  the  whole  creation,  cannot  but  incline 
us  to  a  ftrong  abhorrence  even  of  fuch  tranfgreffions,  as  wc 
might  clfe  have  been  difpofed  to  view  in  a  pleafing  light. 

^*(•w,  of  all  the  paflages  of  fcripture  which  relate  to  this 
point  of  doiil fine,  there  are. none  more  inftruftive,  than  thofe 
cf  ^he  evnngelifts,  in  which  we  find  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf 
affaulted  by  the  tempter :  whofe  viftory,  for  that  reafon,  t)ic 
wift^om  of  the  church  hath  taken  care  to  fet  before  our  eyes 
in  the  gofpel  f  ^r  this  day,  as  the  propereft  admonition  to  us 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  feafon  :  the  bufinefs  of  which,  if 
we  purpofo  to  be  at  all  the  better  for  it,  is  arming  ourfelvet 
againft  thofe  temptations  with  which  we  may  meet  hereafter, 
as  well  as  humbling  ourfelves  for  having  yielded  to  fo  many 
already.     And  therefore  1  fliall  now  andeavour, 
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I.  To  explain  this  part  of  our  Saviour's  hif^ory. 

II.  To  point  out,  in  a  few  worth,   the    piatlical  ufes   that 
flow  from  It. 

I.  To  explain  this  part  of  his  hifror^^. 

The  number  of  v^icked  fpirits  is   repiefcntcd  in  fcriptnre  as 
verj  large.     And  yet  one  only,  denoted  by  the  name  of  ijotun^ 
or  the  devil,   is  generally  m»:ntiontd   as    iniicing   men   to  (in. 
The  reaCiiii  of  this,  in  otYier  pbces  of  holy  wVif,  mny  be,  thar, 
as  they  .are   all  united  under  one   head,  and   cngr.jcd  in   one 
defign,  they  are  to  be  regarded   by   us   as   cne  advcrUry  ;   fur, 
in  the  common  Unguage  of  war,  we  fpeak  of  the  enemy  in  t^.e 
fingnlar  number,    when  yet  we  mean  a  multitude.     But  there 
is  more  efpecial  ground  for  it,  in  the  text,   as  unqiieitionably 
tbi  prince  of  the  demons*  himfclf  would  perfonally  engige  in 
fo  arduous  a  combat,   as  that  wuh  'Jefus  miill  appcru*  likely  to 
prove.  That  be^  who  bears  ilUwill  to  all  men,  fliould  earneilly 
wifh  to  miflead  and  pervert  one,  whom  he  could  not  but  fee  to 
be  a  very  «xtraordin:iry  man,  and  fent  on  fomc  errand  of  fingi^- 
lar  benefit  to  the  human  race,  was  io  bi  expefted.     And  that 
he  ihould  hope  to  dj  it,  may  be  accounted  for,   partly  from 
heucc:  that  as  wicked  men,   though  of  eminent  abilities,  are 
perpetually    attempting  very   abfurd  things,   fo^may   wicked 
fpirits  too:  as  indeed  all  wickeJntfs  implies,  in  its  very  miriire, 
tlic    abfurdeil  hope  and  attempt   in  the  world;  that  of   b:^ing 
gainers  by  difobcying  a  wife  and  juft  rukr,  of  infinite   power. 
Befides,  the  devil  had  fallen  himfclf,  even  without  a   ten.ptt:r: 
he  had  fucceeded  by  .the  means  of  temptation   agaiiift  the  firil 
man,  and  more  or  lefs   againft  all   men  fince ;  and  probably  he 
knew  no:  diftin£lly  what  manner  of  perfon  this  was  whj/n  !ie 
aflaulted.  For  though  he  might  know  him  to  have  been  dclur- 
ed   the  Son  of  GoJ,  ftiU  that  name  ia  ca;)3ble  of  various  mean- 
ings.     Or,  if  he  knew   him  to   be    the   promifed   MciTiah,  yet 
he  might  imagine  that   this   promife,   as  well  as  others,  was  a 
conditional  one,  though  no  con^(Jitiou  was  exprefV .d  ;  and  there- 
fore liable  to  be  defeated.     Or,  at  lead,  rage  mig'u  urge  him  to 
cnoleft,  though  he  dcfpaired  to  overcome. 

But  then,  why  the  Lord  of  all\^  who  quickly  afterwards  cafl 
out  demons  with  a  word,  fubmitted  previoufly  to  fuch- repeated 

A  a  2  indignities, 

•  Matth.  ix.  34.  The  word  here  is  not  Ai«C«x^f ,  nor  is  that  ever  ufe4 
mi  wicked  fj^trlts  in  the  plur&V  namber  >  and  therefore  it  vk  properer  to^ 
^y  demonsy  than  devils.         \  A^s  x.  36. 
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indignities,  as  thefc  trials  made  of  hinnt  by  the  power  of  dark- 
nefs,  perhaps  we  cannot  fullj  fay.  But  this  at  lead  may  be 
faid  very  fafely,  that,  for  any  thing  we  know,  it  might  bebuw 
bim,  not  only,  in  general,  to  be  made  in  all  things  like  unto  lit 
brethren^  that  io  he  might  refill  the  devil  on  our  behalf  ptr- 
fc&ly,  whom  we  refift  very  imperfcftly  j  but,  in  particular,  to 
give  the  enemy  all  advantages  and  opportunities,  in  order  to 
make  his  defeat  more  confpicuous  :  belides  that  we  ii.iy  gather, 
as  I  fhall  {hew  you  in  the  conclurion,  much  inftrudlion  and 
much  comfort  from  the  benefit  of  his  example,  and  from  tlic 
condefcending  aflurance,  which  his  having  Juffered  bimfelf, 
being  tempted^  affords,  that  he  vt\\\  fuccour  us  when  we  art 
tempted  alfo*.  The  wicked  one  made  this  attack  upon  him  at 
the  beginning  of  his  public  appearance,  becaufe  undoubtedly 
he  thought  no  time  was  to  be  lod  for  preventing  the  good  in^ 
tended  by  it.  And  y^us  was  led  up  of  the  Spirit  purpoftly 
to  meet  him,  becaufe  the  divine  omnifcience  forefaw.  the  event. 
As  for  the  choice  of  the  wilderncfs  for  the  fcene  of  a&ion ; 
we  find,  that  he  often  retired  into  places  of  folitude  for  medi- 
tation and  prayer :  and  no  wonder  if  he  did  it  now,  before  he 
undertook  the  incxprelTibly  weighty  office,  for  which  a  voice 
from  heaveq  had  jufl  marked  him  out.  The  addition  of  £aft- 
ing  to  his  devotions  was  another  inilance  (his  baptifm  had  al- 
ready been  one)  of  fulfilling  all  righteovJnefs\^  by  doii^g,  in 
obedience  to  God's  general  appointment,  what,  if  he  did  not 
want,  good  men  in  all  ages  have  experienced,  when  ufed  on 
fit  occafions,  and  to  proper  degree,  very  needful  and  beneficial. 
His  failing  the  determinate  number  of  forty  days,  leads  us  im- 
mediately to  rccoUeft,  tliat  Mnfes  the  giver  of  the  law,  and 
Elias  the  chief  of  the  prophets,  did  the  very  fame  thing  in 
their  times,  which  he,  who  came  to  fulfil  the  law  and  the  pro* 
pbet,t%y  did  now.  Nor  are  there  wanting  remarkable  coinci- 
dences of  the  number  of  forty  on  other  occafions.  Wlwt  fecret 
of  providence  may  lie  concealed  under  them,  appears  not  yet : 
future  occurrences,  perhaps,  will  fhew  it.  But,  in  the  mean 
while,  we  may  venture  to  fay  this  :  that  as  our  S.aviour  ufed 
fo  long  aud  total  an  abdinence  but  once,  and  we  are  inca- 
pable of  ufing  it  fo  much  as  once  ;  repeating  a  faint  ihadow 
of  it  every  year  cannot  be  our  duty  merely  from  his  example : 

f  Heb.  ii.  X7|  IS.  t  Matth.  Hi,  1$,         \  tfatth.  v.  17* 
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and  that  neither  himfeif  nor  bis  apoftles  having  laid  any  fuch 
command  upon  chrillians,   the  faft  of  Lent  ilandstonly  on  the* 
footing  of  human,  though  ancient,  injun^ion,  and  private  pru- 
dence. 

During  thefe  forty  days,  it  is  obfbrved  by  St.  Mark^  our 
bkflid  Redeemer  mas  with  the  wild  heajls  ;  which  words  muft 
imply,  clfe  they  are  of  no  (ignificance,  that  the  fierceft  animals 
were  awed  by  his  prcfence,  and  fo  far  laid  afide  their  favage 
nature  for  the  time  i  thus  verifying  literally  what  Elipha^  in 
Joh  faith  figuratively  concerning  *  good  man.  At  deJiruBion 
and  famine  Jhalt  thou^  laugh,  neither  Jhalt  thou  he  ajraid  of  the 
heqfis  of  the  earth.;  for  theyjhallhe  at  p^ace^wth  thee*.  Nor 
doth  St.  Mark  only,  but  St.  Luke  alfo  acquaint  us,  that 
throughout  thefe  whole  forty  days  he  was  tempted  ofSatanfi 
though  in  what  particular  manner,  they  have  not  faid ;  nor 
perhaps  did  he  inform  his  very  apoftles  :  there  being  many 
things  in  his  life,  that  were  myfterious  even  to  them  ^  and  no 
marrel  then,  if  they  are  fo  to  us. 

Whca  the  days  of  his  miraculous  failing  were  completed, 
the  tempter  came  to  him  in  a  vifible  form  ;  a  thing,  which  we 
have  neither  any  reafon  from  hence  to  fear  will  ever  be  our 
own  cafe,  or  to  believe  is  ever  the  cafe  of  other  common  men  ; 
nor  yet  to  doubt  of  its  having  been  his,  from  its  never  being 
o\ih  or  theirs.  For  the  whole  life  of  Chri/i  was  fo  full  of 
wonders,  that  the  hiftory  of  his  temptation  is  perfectly  agree- 
able to  the  red  :  and  we  muft  either  queilion  all,  or  no  part. 
In  what  likenefs  *the  devil  appeared,  we  are  not  told^  proba.- 
bly  refembling  one  of  the  good  angels,  who  feem  by  St. 
Mark  to  have  attended  our  baviour,  and  minifhred  unto  himXf 
in  the  courfe  of  this  wonderful  difpenfation,  before  his  combat, 
as  well  as  after  his  conqueft.  We  learn  from  St.  Paul,  that 
Satan  hath  been  fometimes  transformed  into  an  angel  of  lighten 
And  fuch  a  transformation,  on  the  occafion  before  us,  not  on-» 
ly  fa  its  beft  with  his  two  laft  temptations,  but  was  certainly 
tlie  likelieft  to  procure  himfuccefs  in  any  of  them.  At  leaft 
he  certainly  did  not  appear  what  he  was  :  for  that  would  in- 
tirtly  have  frufl rated  his  intent.  And  accordingly  we  find^ 
that  as  fooa  as  he  knew  himfeif  to  be  difcovered,  he  dcfpaired 
ftnd  fled. 
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The  firft  attack  which  the  tempter  made,  was  grounded  on 
tlie  bodily  neceffitics  of  our  bleffed  Lord ;  now  agaia  pcrmmed 
to  feel  the  appetite  of  hunger  ;  and  dcftitxUc,  where  he  was, 
of  all  means  to  fatisfj  it.  On  this  foundation  the  devil  railed 
a  propofal  of  refined  artifice :  that  he  fliouid  inAantly  make  an 
experiment,  and  give  a  proof,  of  the  truth  and  extent  of  the 
late  declaration  from  heaven  in  his  favour,  this  is  my  belwed 
Son*,  by  ordering  a  fupernatural  fupply  for  the  want  which 
prcffed  him.  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God^  command  that  thij% 
Jlones  he  made  hrtad\*  Kvery  one,  perhaps,  inaj  n©t  immedi. 
ately  fee  where  the  fault  of  this  would  have  been  ;  which  is 
the  very  circumftance  iKat  made  it  a  fit  temptation.  Satan 
had  no  profpe^  of  being  able  to  lead  him  at  one  ftep  into  a 
grofs  tranrgrcHion  :  and  any  real  deviation,  however  fm^l], 
fro;n  either  piety  or  virtue,  would  have  anfwered  h's  end. 
Now,  compliance  with  this  counfel  would  have  been  a  devia- 
tion. The  voice  from  heaven  alone  carried  evidence  enough 
along  with  it  of  God's  efpecial  regard  to  him  :  and  defiriog  a 
yet  fuller  dcmonftration  of  it  would  certainly  have  argocd  a 
blame- worthy  diffidence.  ^He  had  been  fupported  by  the  fole 
word  and  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  for  forty  days :  whj 
muft  be  now,  without  any  fufficient  notice  of  the  change  of 
that  will,  attempt  a  new  miracle  for  providing  himfclf  bread 
to  live  on  ;  as  if  the  old  one,  which  enabled  him  to  lire  wiih- 
oiit  it,  had  loft  its  force  ?  V/hen  God  defigned  him  to  return 
to  tLe  ordinary  way  of  life,  he  would  furnifh  him  with  every 
th'ng  requifite  for  it:  but  in  the  interval,  it  had  been  as  ab- 
furd  for  him  to  think  of  producing  bread  for  himfplf  in  the 
wildemefs,  as  for  Mofes  to  have  thought  of  producing  it  for 
the  Ifraelitcs  thpre,  inftead  of  the  manna,  rained  down  from 
hiaven  for  their  fuftenance.  And  therefore  he  anfwered,  uiih 
the  utmcll  propriety,  in  his  own  cafe,  ezaclly  what  Mo/cs  h>d 
cbferved  to  them  upon  theirs,  that  man  doth  not  live  by  Irtad 
o?iIy^  hut  by  every  word  that  proceedetb  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Zordt. 

TLe  wily  ferpent,  appearing  in  all  likelihood  perfeftly  fatisficd 
with  this  anfvver,  and  convinced  that  adting  otherwife,  than 
our  Saviour  did,  would  really  have  been  diilrufting  God,  pro- 
pofes  next,  (and  poflibly  under  colour  of  making  amends)  to 
give  him  tlie  mod  illuftrious  opportunity  of  ihewlng  the  high- 
eft 

•  Matth.  iil.  17.        t  Chap.  W.  g.        f  Dcut.  vxii.  3,  Matth.  if.  4- 
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tft  oonfidcQce  in  God  that  could  be.     And,  the  meek  Jefu^ 
paticQtly  yielding  to  what  he  clearly  difcerned  the  intention  otV 
ibc  tempter  conveys  him  through  the  air,  (no  wonder  that  he 
fuffcrcd  it,  for  he  faffercd  wicked  men  to  take  much  greater 
liberties  with  him  afterwards)  and  places  him  on  one  of  the 
battlements  of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  s  exhorting  him  to  cati 
himfelf  down  in  the  fight' of  all  the  worihippers  there  aflem- 
Wcd,  and  procure  that  glory  to  the  deity,  and  that  honour  t^ 
himfelf,  which   xmift  be  the  confequence  of  their  feeiitg  pub- 
licly and  literally  fulfilled  in  him  that  predi£lion    of  the  pfaU 
mift  concerning  a  pious  man,  which   fo  eminently  pious  a  one 
as  he  had  certainly  both  reafon  and  faith  enough  to  depend. on  : 
Htjball  give  his  angels  charge  concerning  thee  ;  and  in   their 
bands  thejjhall  hear  thee  up^  left  at  any  time  thou  dajb  thy  foot 
againjl  a  ftone* :    poflibly   infinuating  farther,  by  the  ufe  of 
thcfe  words,  his  own  ambition  of  beirig  employed  as  the  in- 
ftrument  of  fo  noble  a  miracle,  for  which  he  had  juft  before 
ihewn  himfelf  qualified,  and  the  tutelary  fpirit  of  fo  excellent 
a  perfon.     But  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  far  from  being  dif- 
concerted   by  the  fudden  change  of  the  argument,  or  dazzled 
by  fo  fpecious  a  plea,  calmly  anfwcrs  by  another  text  of  fcrip* 
ture,  explaining  and  limiting  thaty  which  the  feducer  had  quot- 
ed imperfedly,   and   applied  wrong :.  7hou  ft>alt  not  tempt  the 
L^rd  thy  Godf,     As  we  ought  not  from  diffidence  to  aik  new 
proofs  of  his  power,  where  we  have  had  fufiicient  ones  already, 
fo  neither  muft  we  from  prefumption  urge  him  to  do  for  us 
what  we  have  no  need  of,  and  what  therefore  he  hath  given  us 
no  right  to  exped.     For  they,  who  throw  away  the  natural 
^  means,  which  he  hath  beftowed  on  them  for  prcferving  them- 
frlvc5,  forfeit  all  title  to  a  fupernatural  protedlion. 

Though  unfu^Cefsful  in  both  thefe  alTaults,  the  tempter,  not- 
withilanding,  begins  another  without  delay^  probably  built  on 
the  defeats  which  he  had  undergone.  •  He  places  our  blefiTed 
Lord,  ft  ill  gii'ing  way  "to  his  vain  efforts,  on  a  commanding  e- 
minence ;  reprefents  to  him  from  thence,  in  extended  view,  or 
mimic  imagery,  or  pompous  defcription|,   whatever  was  great 

and 

•  Pr  xci.  Ti,  12.  Matth.  ir.  6,         f  Rent  v'l.  i6.  Mat^h   iv.  7. 

5  Ileuinao,  Diff.  Sylloge,  torn  i.  p.  i.  DilT  7.  thinks  he  duly  pointed 
towards  each  kingdom,  and  (hews  that  /»««.«;*  and  oficrtdt  lign:^  this. 
BiU.  Germ.  1748,  Jan.  p.  rot.  SpartUn,  in  the  life  of  Sever  us,  faith,  that 
^rwa  the  t*p  of  a  high  mountain  he  faw  Rome,  4t  Them  ttrrArum.  Cy- 
pmo^ad  Doaatuin  de  Gratia  Del,  p.  4.  £(!•  Fell,  cxkort^ll4«i««  ^^Ci'^isc 
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and  fplendid  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  ;  alledges,  that  xm 
himfelf,  as  the  vicegerent  of  the  Almighty,  the  dominion  of 
this  fublanary  world  was  granted ;  over  which  he  was  willing 
to  place,  on  the  reafonable  terms  of  homage  done  to  him  for 
it,  one,  of  whpfe  fuperior  underftanding  and  rightneCs  of  mind 
he  had  now  made  fo  thorough  a  trial,  jill  this  power  will  I 
£ive  thee  ;  for  it  is  dilivered  unto  me.  If  therefore  thou  wilt 
worjhip  mey  allfball  he  thine**  To  each  of  the  former  tug- 
geftions  the  holy  yefus  hael  replied  without  emotion  :  but  now, 
when  the  niajefty  of  his  heavenly  Father  was  injured,  and  the 
faith  of  his  own  allegiance  to  him  aflailed;  by  fo  vile  a  f  ilic- 
hood,, he  bears  no  longer  ;  tells  the  hypocrite,  he  knew  him 
well  for  the  ad^erfary  of  God,  who  had  granted  to  no  created 
being,  much  lefs  to  him,  the  honours,  or  the  authority,  which 
he  claimed  ;  and  commands  him  that  moment  to  quit  iiis  pre- 
fence.  Get  thee  hence ^  Satan  •  for  it  is  ^ritten^  thoujhalt  iwor- 
fhip  the  Lord  thy  Gody  and  him  only  fhalt  thouferve,  Then 
the  devU  leaveth  him^  and  angels  fame  andmintftered  unto  hm\, 
dottbtlefs  whatever  his  condition  required. 

All  hopes  of  feducing  him  were  now  at  an  end*  WhaC  re* 
mained,  was  only  to  oppofe  and  perfecute  him«  And,  as  this 
method  was  taken  very  foon  after  the  former  failed,  St.  Lukt 
obferves,  that  the  devil  departed  from  him  hxxt  for  afeafonX. 
Accordingly  Chrifl  himfelf  exprefies  the  whole  of  his  public 
life  on  earth  by  the  phrafe  of  iw  temptations^.  But  as  every 
contrivance  of  the  ruler  ofdarknefs\  againd  him  proved  inefiec- 
tual ;  fo  that,  which  he  laboured  mod,  and  at  length  accom<> 
plilhed,  the  taking  away  of  his  life,  indead  of  preventing  the 
ereflion  of  our  Saviour's  rightful  kingdom,  gave  the  mortal 
blow  to  his  own  ufurped  tyranny.  For  through  Aeaih  \\\t 
Son  of  man  dejlroyed  him  who  had  the  power  of  deaths  that  is 
the  devil',  and  having  fpoiled  principalities  and  pow'ers^  triumph^ 
ed  over  them  on  his  crofs^. 

11.  I  come  now  to  fi>eak  briefly  of  the  praftical  ufes  that 
Jow  from  this  part  of  our  Saviour's  hiftory.     And  the  follow. 

ins 

te  crcdc  fubduci  in  montii  ardui  verticem  cclfiorcm,  Tpeculare  inrfe  re^  , 
rum  infra  te  jacentium  facies;  &  oculis  in  diverfa  porret5lis,  ipfe  a  ter- 
renis  conta^tibus  liber,  flH^tuantis  ranndi  turbines  intuere.      And  henc« 
be  fnppofet  him  to  fee  the  whole  of  it 

•  Luke  iv.  6,  7.  +  Matth.  iv.  ic,  tl.  ♦  Luke  jv.  r3. 

S  Luke  xxiii.  %%.        |  £ph.  vi.  12.  \  CoL  ii.  x4}'  (5 '^ 
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in;  ait  not  inconfiderabk  :  that  the  beft  of  luen  are  no  more 
exempt  from  tempratiohs,  than  others ;  but  maj  poiBblj  be 
tried  v^ith  a  larger  {hare  of  them,  and  fuch  as  are  harder  to  b<: 
vithftood:  that  every  one  therefore  ought,  in  every  part  of 
\\k,  to  prepare  for  ttiem ;  and  no  one,  merely  on  account  df 
his  fufftring  ever  fo  niany^  to  doubt  o£  the  favour  and  love  of 
Gad:  that  allurements  to  evil  may  perh<ip2$  beiet  us  with  pe- 
collar  importunity  in  the  entrance  u^n  our  chriitian  courfe  ; 
but,  if  wc  refill  them  faithfully  then,  may  ceafe  in  a  great 
neafiire  afterwards ;  and  God's  grace  enable  us  to  go  fafcly 
ndhonouraWy  through  the  fevcrelt  conflifts  of  any  other  kind  \ 
bat  retireiDCQt  and  meditation,  fading  and  prayer,  are  the 
ght  pre|Tftratives  agasnil  all  folicitations  to  (in ;  which  yet 
ajr  come  upon  us  in  the  very  midtt  of  our  religious  duttet», 
d  ftridlcft  obfervances'*,  nay,  Satan  may  feek.  advantage  from 
tm  to  millead  us  :  that  if,  even  at  fuch  times  we  are  not  fe- 
re, much  lefs  Are  we  fo  in  the  midfV  of  the  cares  and  pur* 
ts,  but  efpecially  the  pleafures  of  life  ;  by  thoughtlefs  in* 
gence  of  which,  we  invite  and  aid  the  tempter,  whom  we 
;ht  to  (huA  and  oppofe:  that  we  Ihould  never  venture  out 
he  plain  road  of  duty,  to  fupply  the  moft  urgent  neccflities : 
er  run  into  needlefs  daDgec^  in  hope  of  extraordinary  de- 
•ance  j  never  accept  the  greateft  advantages,  when  offered 
le  price  of  oar  irinccence  ;  that  riches,  aad  honours,  and 
n  are  the  moft  dangerous  of  {rials,  being  refcrved  for  the 
in  the  cafe  of  our  blelTed  L^rd :.  and  whoever  can  reje«ft 
inftantly  wi|h  indignation,  when  oOTered  oa  finlul  condi- 
BS  he  did,  is  far  advanced  in  the  road  to  perfedion :.  that 
I  up  the  dodiines  and  iprecej>t3  of  Icripture  in  our  hearts, 
for  ufe,  is  providing  the  bsft  defence  againft  our  Ipiritu- 
mies  ;  jret  that  (cripture  itfeif  may  be  ealily  perverced  to 
Me  U9,  ualefs  we  carefully  interpret  one  part  of  it  by  a* 
,  and  every  one  by  the  deiign  of  the  whole :  that  the 
al  ivay  of  dealing  with  all  evil  fuggeftions^  is  to  repel 
irith  an  immediate,  and  Ihort,  and  determinate  anfvver^ 
i  on  God's  word  ;  and  that  permitting  them  to  reply 
uid  plead  with  us,  is  only  giving  them  a  handle  to  de* 
nd  deftroy  us :  that  they,  who  are  led  by  the  provi- 
f  God  to  meet  difficulties,  will,  if  they  afk  it,  be  filled 
e  Spirit  of  God  to  go  through  them ;  and  fo  with  the 
I  J.  Jftb  temftattQH 
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i 
temptation  be  will  alfo  fnaie  a  way  to  efcape*  :  or,  to  fpeak  ia 
St.  yames^s  words,  that  tywe  refii  the  di%n\^  he  wiUJUefrom 
us  :    and  if  we  draw  nigh  to  Cod^  he  will  draw  nigh  to  us^. 
That  fince  we  have  not  an  high  priejl  which  cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  in^rmities^  but  oiie,  who  was  in  all  points 
tef^tedlike  as  we  arf,  we  may  come  boldly  through  |iiin  to  the 
throne  of  grace  ^  and  find  help  in  time  of  n^ed.     But  then,  as  he 
was  tempted  without fnX^  we  muft  imitate,  though  we  cannot  €• 
qual  him  ^  and  really,  though  not  perfe&lj  in  this  life,  conquer 
(in  alfo:  for  pnlj  to  him  that  overccpeth  wi/l  he  grant  toff 
with  him  in  his  throne^.    Yet,  as  the  tempter  cleparttd  frpm  our      | 
Lord  himfelf  only  for  a feafon^  we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  he  will 
ever  depart  whollj  from  us  :    but  n^ay  ftill  comfort  ourfelves, 
that  if  we  put  on  the  armour  of  Gqd^  an4  wreflU  againfl  him 
as  we  ought,  wefball  be  able  to  fland  againfl  all  his  'ta|/^i| :       i 
say,  every  attsmpt  to  weaken  our  virtues,  (ball  only  prove  % 
wholefome  exercife  to  ftrengthep  and  improve  tbem  ;  till  at 
length,  having  fought  the  good  fight  of  faitb^  we   Ihall  lay      \ 
bold  on  eternal  life%  \  and  not  only  the  angels,  who  minifier       | 
to  us  now  alliftance  in  our  confliA,  ihall  join  with  our  felloif 
faints  in  applauding  our  vidory,  but  the  captain  ofourfahar      I 
tion\\  himfelf  acknowledge  us  openly  for  his  good  andfaithfyi      i 
foldiers  and  feryantsW.  BUffed  is  the  man  that  fndureth  tempta^ 
tioni  for  when  he  is  tried^  he  Jhall  receive  the  crown  of  life ^ 
which  the  Lord  ha^h  promifed  to  them  who  love  himXX* 

•  I  Cor.  Jt.  13.  +  Jainci  iv.  7,  8.  |  HeK  iv.  f ',  16. 

5  Kev  ill.  it;  I  Eph.  vi.  ii,  n.  1  J  Tim.  ▼!.  M.  • 
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PniL.ii.  21. 
For  alifiti  their  own\  not  the  things  which  are  Jefui  Chrifl^S* 

'T'HESE  words  contain  both  an  accoutlt  what  thfe  pra£tice 
of  mankind  is,  and  alfo  an  intimation   what  it  ihbuld  be« 
And  therefote,  -in  clifcouHing  Upon  theit,  it  will  be  proper, 

I.  To  confider  ^hat  is  meant  hy  feeking  out  own.thingsi. 

II.  What  hjfeeking  the  things  ofjffus  Chri/i. 

III.  To  explain  and  prove,  the  affcitionj  that  allfeek  the 
former,  not  the  latteh 

i  V.  To  fiiew  what  we  are  to  learn  from  it. 

I.  Seihing  ovr  own  things^  is  purfuing  oar  own  inclination? 
and  fancies,  or  imagined  worldly  intereil.     And  many  (Ixange 
fancies  people  of  all  ranks  indulge.     Some  never   aik  them- 
fclves,  \^-hether  the  courfc  which  they  are  taking  is  likely  to. 
iiie  for  their  good  :  others  never  flacken  it,  though  from  time 
to  time  they  ftrongly  fufpeft  it    is  not.     Often   they  adopt, 
without  ^xaaiination,  the  opinions  of  thofe  about  them,  whom 
yet   they  arc  far  from  efleeming  :    and  eiiher  will   not   fee^  , 
^hat  better  judges  think  differently;  or  do  fee  it,  and  will  not 
regard  it,  but  follow  cnftom  blindfold,  even  againft  their  x)Wa 
//king.     Or  it  may  be,  they  think  a  little,^ut  think  (hort ; 
neither  to  the  end  ;  nor  to  any  confideratle  part,   even  of  the 
prefcnt  life ;  imagine  what   pleafes  now,  mud  always  pleafe  j 
and  what  biings  no  inconvenience  yet,  will   never   bring  any. 
Iijdrcd,  uf'aally  \t  is  their  principle  point,  to  acquire  the  things  . 
which  others  .wifh  for,  though  vifibly  of  no  real  ufe  ;  and  they 
are  vehement  for  whatever  witl   make  them  envied  as  happy 
pcrfons,  though   it  produce  Httlo  clfe  than  vexation  arid  guilt. 
Some  will  not  truft  even   their  own  experience  againft'  their 
prcpofTcflloris  ;  but  force  themfelvcs   to  believe,  that  the  lives 
wJiich  they  lead  muft  needs  be  delightful,  though  they  feel  the 

contrary 
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contrary.  Many  lofe  the  opportunkies,  and  even  the  [idi(h,of 
moderate  and  rational  pleafures^  I^  a  wild  purfait  of  yifionuj 
and  extravagant  ones.  Naj,  there  are-  fome«  who  not  only 
fqjlow  wrong  ways,  hut»  as  the  text  hath  it,  ftii  ihnai  gk 
parpordy  out  of  the  plain  road;  as  it  were,  in  fearch  of  miiery* 
It  were  much  to  he  wifhed,  that  all  thefe  were* more  flodious 
r.f  their  intereft,  even  their  temporal  intercft,  than  they  ate: 
it  niiglit  be' one  ftep  towards  becoming  what  they  ought.  But 
iliil  the  mcfi  faithful  and  af&duous  worlHippers  of  the  worldV 
great  idols,  applaufe,  advancement,  profit,  power,  entire^  mif- 
take,  if  they  hope  that  any  of  thcfe  things  will  either  ftcnrc 
them  lading  enjoyment,  or  preferve  them  from  acute  mifery^ 
A  little  reflefUon  difcovers,  that  happinefs  eonfifls  in  fomewbat 
Aable  and  inward  :  whence  the  more  thoughtful  have  learned 
to  feek  it  in  themfclv^s.  But,  alas  !  when  we  infped  our* 
felves,  what  a  mixture  do  we  find,  of  ignorance  which  we  can« 
not  enlighten,' of  weaknefs  which  we  cannot  ftrengtheUt  of 
wrongnefs  which  we  cannot  Tfct  right !  Befidea  that  all  ciea* 
tures,  as  fuch,  are  efientially  infuffibient  for  their  own  hap- 
pinefs ;  there  is  by  nature  a  void  within  us,  which  xnnft.  be 
filled  from  abovei  or  we  muft  remain  for  ever  craving  and  un* 
fatisfied.    X^et  us  therefore  look-  upwards,  and  confidef, 

II.  Tlbe  things  which  are  Jefus  €hrijt*s  :  the  benefits  that  he 
hath  procured  for  us,  with  the  knowledge  of  them  that  he  bath 
communicated  *  to  us.  And*  indeed  what  have  we  of  raloe, 
that  is  not  his  ?  Some  have  pretended  they  could  invedigate 
all  th^  dodrincs,  the  duties,  the  rewards  of  religion  completely 
by  Iheir  own  reafon,  and  form  themfelves  to  a  fuitable  difpo* 
fition  by  their  own  ftrength.  But  the  hiflory  of  heathenifm 
dearly  fliews,  that  ifo  one  ever,  did  this  ;  nor  probably  there- 
foieever  would./  The  one  true  God  was  fcarce  known.  Falfe 
deities  of  the  worft  characters  were  adored,  inflead  of  him, 
with  rites  that  feldom,  if  ever,  mended  their  votaries,  often 
corrupted  them.  The  common  rules  of  focial  life  were  by  no 
means  throughly  underftood;  as  the  (hocking  cuflom  ofez- 
pofing  children  to  perilh,  the  barbarous  combats  of  gladiators, 
the  promifcuous  and  unnatural  praAices  of  lewdnofs,  publicly 
allowed,  give  dreadful  proofs.  But  the  internal  virtues  of  the 
heart  wer^  ftill  lefs  regarded  ;  and  they  who  feemed  poi^ficd 
of  them,  afcribed  the  merit  wholly  to  themfelves  :  very  few 
faid  fo  much  as  the  Pharifee,  Cod^  1  thank  thtr^  that  I  am  not 
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atotkrtmare;  fcasce  any  with  tlie  pablicKn,  Godb0mereu» 
Jilb  mt,  tijinner  {•  Yet  how  contiiiuallj  are  the  beft  of  men 
guilty  oUtvits !  But  they  had  hardly  any  notion  of  the  nniver* 
fal  need  of  repentancey  or  any  name  for  humility  of  fouL  For* 
giventk  of  injories  was  very  nnfteadily  taught :  benevolence 
to  enemies  lay  yet  farther  oot  of  fight.  Coksrage  injurioufly 
riercifed,  patriotifm  (hewn  by  invading  the  rights  of  their 
neighbours,  and  numbers  of  other  fplendid  fins,  paiTed  for  heu 
oic  ejtceUeocies.  There  was  very  little  hope  of  future  blifs 
D  give  men  fpirit  in  doing  what  was  right,  and  lefs  fear  of 
itan  judgme&t  to  deter  them  from  what  was  wrong.  Such 
ere  the  beft  ioftru&ed  nations :  aod  fueh,  or  worfe,  had  we 
eir  probaUj  now,  but  for  the  compaflion  of  Jefus  Chrifi.  In- 
ed  without  him  we  fbould  never  have  known,  till  too  latcy 
w  bad  our  condition  was.  The  real  Hate  of  mankind,  with 
peft  to  God,)  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  unknown  to  them,. 
he  underwent  what  he  dic^  at  oece  to  lay  opea  to  us  our 
ig^,  and  to  free  us  from  it  on  moft  equitable  terms.  Eveir 
myflerious  parts  of  what  he  taught  for  ihis  purpofe  lead 
:o  reverence  the  divine  wifdomr  luid  think  modefUy  of  ouv 
! ;  while  the  more  diftindly  lotelli^nile  direfi  vl&  to  every 
^  that  is  right  and'  fit. 

he  goipd  hath  laid  the  foundation  of  out  dutyrathar 
Gag  and  thankful  veneration  of  God,  which  his  creating 
tty,  his  providential  care,  his  redeeming  mercy,  excite : 
(vhich  tends  tp  infpire  us,  with  a  deep  concern  for  what<^ 
we  have  done  ofFenfive  to  him,  an  eamcft  defire  of  obey- 
is  commands,  an  humble  fenfe  that  we  need  his  affiftance^ 
1  perfuafion  that  he  will  grant  it  to  us,  a  cheerful  reliance 
n  for  every  tiling  that  we  want,  in  regavd  to  this^  world 
r  next.  This  excellent  frame  of  mind  muft  powerful^ 
>fa  irregular  appetites  of  fenfe,  immoderate  defires  of 
if  vain  fbndnefs  for  pomp  and  pre-eminence,  anxious 
I  bout  worldly  events.  And  on  fuch  love  of  God  chrifli- 
luild^  its  fecond  great  commandment,  love  of  our  neigh. 

a  duty*  enjoined  in  a  higher  degree,  and  carried  to  a 
'  extent,  though  ftill  a  reafonable  one,  in  fcripture,  than 

other  inftitution  of  religion.  It  prefer ibes  the  roofl^ 
e    and    tender  attention  to  tlK  obligations  which  refult 

frooL, 
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from  tlit 'nearer  conne&ioiis  in  life,  the  moft  induftrions  cn^ 
desrvours  to  be  ufeful  in  whatever  ftatioii  we  fill,  the  mod  ^U 
fcftionate  faithfnlnefs  to  the  commnnitj  of  which  we  are 
members^  tempered  with  univerfal  good*will  to  the  rdl  of 
mankind:  benevolent  refped  towards  thofe  who  excel  os) 
readinefs  to  panbn,  as  far  as  can  be  fafe,  all  who  have  wrong* 
cd  us  ;  eftcem  of  whatever  in,  any  perfon  dcferves  it ;  finccrelj 
kind  wilhes  to  thofe  whom  we  efleem  the  lead  ;  compafllon 
for  the  wretched,  and  relief  to  our  utmoft  abilitj,  though  we 
firaiten  ourfelves.  Nor  doth  our  blefTed  Redeemer  exped  us 
only  to  pitji  as  he  did,  the  temporal  wants  of  men ;  bot,  as  be 
did  alfo,  their  fpiritual  ones  unfpeakably  ntorife  ;  a  precept  pe- 
culiar to  the  gofprlf  and  comprehending  a  great  variety  of  im- 
]>ortant  particulars :  provilion  for  inilruAing  the  young  pnd 
ignorant }  and  combining  afterwards  pious  advice  with  out- 
ward relief  to  the  Tick  and  needy ;  feafonable  warnings,  and 
mild  reproof,  when  there  is  hope  of  their  being  regarded  ;  con- 
ftant  circiimfpedtion  to  fet  a  prudent^  as  well  as  innocent  ex- 
ample ;  that  we  lead  not  others  into  danger,  by  what,  perhaps, 
we  can  do  ourfelvefli.  with  fafety  ;  but  fubmit  to  confidcr- 
able  reilraintSf  rather  than  let  our  liberty ^  as  the  apoftle  expref-« 
fes  \i,  become  ajlumbling  block  to  them  that  dri  weak  *.  Study- 
ing to  obferVe  thefe  rules,  for  they  require  and  merit  ftudy,  is 
Jieking  the  things  that  are  Jefus  CbriJVs.  And  they  arc  op«- 
pofed  to  our  own,  not  as  being  really  contrary  even  to  our 
prefent  intereft :  very  far  from  itw  Only  through  the  inbred 
diforder  of  our  hearts,  and  the  general  prevalence  of  evil 
habits,  we  arc  apt  to  delight  in  very  oppofite  difpofiiions  2  and 
hence  a  good  life  comes  to  be  a  felf. denying  one,  which  eifc 
would  be  the  conftant  pra^lice  of  fclf-Iove.  The  ambitious 
would  yJ^^  fA^true  honour  that  comet b  from  Godf;  the  felfil 
would  have  re/peSl  to  thehezvcnlj  recompencc  of  reward  X  -  the 
lovers  of  pleafurc  would  fecure  ihcfulnefs  of  Joy  which  isybr 
evermore  §  :  and  the  means  of  being  happy  here  and  hereafter 
would  evidently  appear  to  be  the  fame.  But  now  the  difficul- 
ties of  performing  our  duty  are  fo  great,  and  our  failures  in  ic 
fo  many,  that  amongft  the  things  that  ale  Jefus  Cbri^\  we 
muft  feck  with  peculiar  earneftnefs  his  grace  to  ftrengtlicn  us, 

aii4 
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and  an  intereft  in  hu  merits  to  procure  us  acceptance,  whicl^ 
thus  the  weakeft  and  worft  of  us  all  maj  be  f»rc  of  obrum- 

Yet,  great  as  thefe  blefEngs  are,  the  apoftle  hath  faid,  that 
oilmen fefk  their  own,  not  the  things  ofjefus  Cbrijl.     Let  us 

herefore, 

I/I.  Examine  into  the  meaning  and  the  truth  of  this  mclaa- 
ioJ/  uffertion. 

It  h  plainly  not  to  be  taken  in  the  utmoft  extent.  For  he 
xi  given  the  contrary  cliar after  of  Timothy ^  juil  before,  as 
hat*  of  others  elfewherc.  But  he  may.  well  be  uuderftood 
fjj,  that  all  abfolutely  hare  fome  fliare  of  blame  in  this  re-. 
ft;  and  the  generality,  which  in  common  fpeech  the  word 
frequently  figni$es,  are  highly  and  dangeroufly  blameablc, 
who  can  deny  this  to  be  faft  ?  Many  are  vicious  in  every 

that  inclination  prompts  them  to.  Many,  who  regard 
?  parts  of  virtue,  difregard  others,  perhaps  avowedly.  The 
5  uniformly  regular  would  do  well  to  aik  themfelvcs» 
her  It  is  from  a  real  inward  fcnfe  of  duty,  or  for  the  fake 
putation  or  convenience?  They,  who  make  aconfcience  of 
ring  right  in  common  life,  do  they  make  any  of  paying 
onour  CO  God  ?  bur  ilrongeft  obh'gations  of  every  kind 
\  him:  yet  numbers  think  highly  of  their  own  merit, 
they  neglea  him  j  and,  it  may  b«,  pique  themfelves  on 
b'ngjiim.  If  we  profefs  ourfelves  believers  in  him,  do 
rcdlj:  and  fervently  pray  to  him,  and  give  him  thanks 

daily  blcffings  ?  do  we  live  in  his  fear  and  love,  and 
)e  of  his  future  mercy?  Snppofing  we  fmcerely  embrace 
religion  ;  have  we  carefully  enquired  into  the  truth  of 
axtj  ;  unprejudiced  by  attachment  to  forbidden  plea- 
'  th^  vain  fancy,  that  nothing  can  be  true  which  we 
lend  not  fully,  by  ludicrous  or  fophiftical  mifrcprefenta- 
\ncl9  to  guard  us  againft  thefc,  have  we  confulted  pro- 
is  and  perfons  ?  If  we  call  ourfelve$  Chriftians,  do  we 
confcienciouily  all  the  inftitutions  of  chriftianity  ;  or 
in  ^vhen  any  trifle  intervenes  ;  and  do  we  obferve  theni 
\  than  as  mere  forms  ?  Do  we  ufe  them  to  imprefs  on 
i  t)ie  importance  of  the  dodrines,  the  pardon,  the 
e  rewards  of  the  gofpel?  ^nd  do  we  employ  our 
1  thefe  things  to-improve  us  in  every  part  of  a  Chrif4 
;r  ?    Xhis  ten>per,  and  our  inclinations,  too  often  inter- 

fex€ 
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fere.  Which  do  we  prefer  ?  aad  where  do  we  laj  the  foundi* 
tiou  of  our  c<lndtt&  ?  We  ought  not  to  lay  it  in  attention  to 
our  own  intcrefis  or  amufements,  joining  now  aQd  then  witk 
them  a  little  appearance,  or  perhaps  a  little  realitj,  of  religion^ 
provided  we  can  make  it  agree  with  thenu  But  the  rule  is, 
Jttk  ytfoji  the  kingdom  ofGod^  and  bis  rigbteoufnefs  *.  Tbe 
ground-work  of  everj  thing  good,  is  a  devout  rLfoIutioo  to  do 
our  whole  dutj.  Each  is  to  do  it  fuitablj  to  his  own  ftatioa : 
but  all)  in  whatever  ftation,  h^h  or  low,  are  to  make  it  their 
inviolable  concern  :  for  God  bath  ghen  no  man  licence  to  Jin}. 
Whoever  doth  not  feel  this  truth,  as  the  moft  impctt-tant  one 
that  belongs  to  his  eiifteace;  and  govern  his  conduA  by  it, 
in  trying  as  well  as  ordinary  cafes,  hath  not  fougbt  the  ihinp 
^f  Jeftts  Chrifl  in  a  due  manner.  And  think  then,  I  entreat 
you*  how  few  have.  A  fad  reflexion  I  but  we  muft  remifi4 
our  hearers  to  make  it.  Elfe  how  muoh  pleafanter  would  it 
be  to  congratulate  the  good  on  their  happy  ftate,  than  to  xtt* 
rify  the  wicked  i  to  encourage  the  modefl  and  timorous,  than 
to  confute  the  prefumptuoos,  and  alarm  the  though tlefs  J 

But,  fuch  being  the  condition  of  the  world,  let  us  mom  txm$ 
fider, 

JV.  What  we  are  to  learn  from  it. 

And  certainly <»  we  ought  to  learn  great  miMne&  towards 
others,  who  are  faulty ;  fince,  more  or  lefs,  all  are  fo.  Eves 
the  firft  Chrifttans,  even  the  firft  of  the  Ghriftian  clergy,  for  of 
thefe,  it  muft  be  owned,  the  apoftle  peculiarly  (peaks  intbe 
text,  fell  very  (hort  of  perfedion.  And  ever  fincc,  the  bcft 
have  had  their  defe&s,  and  the  worft  their  good  qualities.  Let 
us  therefore  think  and  hope,  as  well  as  with  any  reafon  wt 
can,  of  all.  Yet  ft  ill,  they  who  abandon  therafelves  to  wick* 
cdnefs,  and  efpecially  they  who  labour  to  pervert  others,  either 
in  principles  or  pradice,  and  to  make  a  bad  world  worfe,  be 
they  ever  fo  agreeable,  be  they  ever  fo  ufeful  to  us,  are  to  bt 
avoided,  and  checked  with  more  care,  the  more  danger  there 
is  of  their  doing  harm.  That  we  are  unable,  from  various 
circumftances,  to  exert  this,  rfght  fpirit,  may  fometimcs,  per* 
haps  often,  be  a  juft  plea :  but  ought  never  to  be  made  a  £iUc 
pretence.  The  firm  purpofe  of  doing  it  Ihould  always  bt  kept 
ifi  mind,  and  executed  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  amends  for  the 

delay, 
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ihj.  At  the  fame  time*  in  proportion  that  the  bad  give 
al  marks  of  reformation,  they  fhould  be  diligently  encourag- 
,  jct  with  prudeat,  and  cautious,  and  gradual  kindnefs.  But 
oveall,  thehoneft,  the  rlrtuous,  theconlcicutious,  the  pious, 
ght  to  be  cauDtenanced,  brought  forward,  and  cherilhed,  as 
'/alt  and  the  light  of  the  earth  *,  who  preferve  fociety  from 
raption  and  diirolution,  who  fla^w  men  the  way  to  prefent 
[fucurc  liapplnefs.  Nor  ihould  they  be  rejcdlcd  or  defpifed, 
itgh  fometimes  inferior  in  qualifications  of  lefs  moment, 
t  thpugh,  in  feme  refpeds,  hurting,  through  midake,  their 
good  caufe :  of  which,  however,  it  is  very  anjuft,  though 
'  ufuil,  to  condemn  or  fufpeiSt  them,  without  or  beyond 

It  the  principal  point  is,  what  we  are   to  learn  in  regard 
ini^nediatcly  to  ourfeives.    .  If  the  world  be  fo  bad,  there 
;ar  need  to  a(k  our  hearts,  what  are  we  who  make  a  part 
Conforming  to  it  implicitly  is  by  no  means  the  rule 
of.fcripture  or  of  reafon ;  yet   is  it  not  too  much  our 
ce  ?  A  little  honeft  enquiry  would  foon  furniih  the  true 
r.     But  we  turn  our  eyes   from  what  we  have  no  mind 
cern,  and  try  to  deceive  not  only  others  but  ourfeives. 
•  what  end  ?    God  knows  the  truth.     Men  will  know.it, 
r  do  not ;   and  angels  too.     We  ourfeives  know   it  in 
I    the  while  j  and  ftiall  know  and  lament  it  to  eterniry, 
efufe  to  take  the  proper  notice  of  it  in  time, 
nine  therefore  what  the  tenour  of  your  condud  is.     If 
flblute  or    intemperate,  the  neccffity  of  amending  it  19 
[y  vifible.     If,  though  otherwife  innocent,  you  confume 
ys  chiefly  in  trifles  ;  fuch  walle  of  precious  time,  given 
r   ends,    is  highly  criminal.     Befides  that,  both  the  fu- 
adolent,    and   the  buGer  votaries  of  idle  amufjements, 
lennfelves    to  various  temptations,  and  fct  a  dangerous 
to  thofe  apround  them  :  the  tendency  of  which,  as  it 
m«ft  be  to   make  perfons  of  all  ranits,  even  the  moft 
t,     and,    by    confequence^   the    community   compofed 
infignificant,    contemptible,   and    vicious.     Further 
agh  yoar  difpofitlon  be  to  things  of  more  ufe,  and  fo 
lendable,  yet  if  on  any    occafion  you  indulge  either 
C    or     malevolence,  however  calm,  towards  any  of 
'•  C  Q  your 
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your  fellow-creatures ;  if  jroa  are  injurious  or  hard-hearted, 
fiidui  fe!fiflinefs  ;  or  but  thoughtlcfslj  inattentive  fo  the  rights, 
ilie  intertfls,  the  wants,'  the  feelings  of  thofc  whom  you  ought 
to  regard,  you  may  thus  have  contrafted,  in  many  ways,  moft 
Iieinous  de;;rees  of  guilt.  Nay,  fiippofing  you  have  been,  and 
kre,  beneficent  as  well  as  harmlefs,  but  Icfs  fo  than  you  might; 
even  ihib  dtfed  is  a  failure  of  duty.  Not  that  you  arc  to  give 
way  to  fcruples  \  there  is  no  end  of  them  :  but  to  confider 
maturely,  and  ccnfult  worthy  friends  ;  uhat  you  can  add  to  the 
good  which  you  do  already.  Poffibly  it  may  be  more  than, 
vou  imagine.  Be  it  over  fo  little,  do  it  biit  according  to  lh€ 
b^'ll  of  your  jucigmcnt,  and  God  will  accept  it.  But,  at  the 
"fame,  tiuiC,  be  furc  to  remember,  that  the  righteft  demeanor  in 
worldly  maticrs  will  not  fufficc  ;  but  our  chief  regard  mud  be 
to  him  who  made  us,  and  whofe  therefore  wc  are.  From  his 
goodntfs  all  that  we  enjpy  proceeds :  from  his  authority  over 
us  all  cur  diUics  flow  :  and  thofe,  which  are  owing  immediate- 
ly to  himi'tlf,  fuiely  require  our  principal  care.  But  fuch 
duties  as  natbial  rtafon  teaches,  arc  far  from  being  the  only 
concern  of  thofe  to  whom  he  hath  prcfcribed  additional  ones, 
founded  on  the  important  alterations  which  ©ur  primitive 
it  ate,  as  wc  leatn  fiom  fciipture,  hath  undergone.  Man  is  a 
fallen  creature:  We  arc  iltad^  as  the  apoftlc  ftrongly  expreffei 
it,  and  our  life  is  bid  with  Chrift  in  God**  Our  hope  of  futuie 
happinefs  lies  not  in  ourfelvcSf  but  is  rcpofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  blelfed  J^fi^Sy  who  purchafed  it  with  his  blood  :.  and  ^^hert 
our  treafure  is  there  mtijl  our  htai^ts  be  al/of.  Without  affec- 
tionate and  habitual  movements  of  the  fonl  towards  the  farhcr 
of  mercy,  the  author  of  falvation»  th6  infpirer  of  holincfs -,. 
without  a  deep  fcnfti  of  pafl  guilt  and  prefcnt  imperfe£lion,  an 
humble  faiih  in  the  merits  of  our  glorified  Redeemer,  and  a 
firm  reliance  on  the  grace  of  the  divine  corofdrter,  all  out 
virtue,  all  our  piety,  will  avail  us  nothing.  For,  when  wc 
have  done  our  bcil,  we  are  hut  unprofitable fervants  %, 

You  will  objedl,  pi-rhnps,  that  indulging  contemplations  of 
this  nature  would  cu^iofs  our  whole  thoughts  and  time  :  the 
adoirs  ui  common  life  muft  be  utteily  oegleflcd  for  them. 
IJut  are  you  indeed  at  all  near  the  borders  of  that  danger?  Or 
do  not  fuch  objtdlors  take  thorough  care   to  keep   far  enough 

out 
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out  of  the  readi  of  It  ?  You  are  by  no  mc^ans  called  only  to 
a3s  of  devotion,  or  only  to  the  more  fublime  of  moral  duties. 
Prudent  and  moderrite  concern  for  our  worldly  intciefl  is  a 
dL/.  Everj  propriety  and  decency  of  llfo  is  a  duty.  Even 
cniaraental  accotnpliftinaents  have  their  value.  But  from  thrfe 
^^onceifions  men  conclude,  that  thoy  may  flifcly  pny  their  main 
attenrion  to  what  defer  ves  but  the  fmalleft  part;  ard  jmag'ne 
fhej  are  abuiidantly  gcod  chrift'ans,  almoR  without  any  or.e 
)ecaliarly  thrift lan  adion  or  fcntiment.  At  bc-ft,  a  few  pious 
orraalities,  praftifcd  novv  and  then,  conftitute  their  whole  re- 
gion:  and  the  reft  of  their  life,  and  all  their  htart,  !s  given 
p  to  what  hath  no  tincture  of  religion  in  it :  whereas  inwa-  d 
verenceofGod,  as  he  is  manifefled  to  us  in  the  gofpel  c^yifu's 
^rt/ly  ought  to  be  our  ruling  principle  ;  and  extend  its  influ-  • 
;e  throughout  each  article,  of  our  bufinefs,  our  converfalion, 
•private  thoughts. 

*erhaps  you  will  objefl  again,,  that  fo  very,  ferious  a  turn 
lindtis  this,  will  call  a  jgloom  over  every  thing  :  and  one 
I  have  fome  pleafaie  furely.  But  learn  to  be  pleafed 
1  what  you  ouglit ;  and  you  tv ill  have  itiexpreflibiy  more 
ure  than  you  pcffibly  ccn  elfe.  In  other  things  you  take 
I,  no  fm all  pains,  to  accquire  a  tafle;  often,  for  ^^  hat  is 
value  5  fometimes,  for  what  is  bad  :  and  peih-.ps,  after 
m  Aicceed  no  further,  than  to  put.  on  the '  lifftftaticn  of 
;  what  Tou  really  do  not,  or  get  by  habit  a  wretched  crav- 
r  gratifications,  which  jou  cannot  but  dt  fpife  and  con- 
Employ  yourfelves  better.  Elleem  what  is  cilin  able, 
will  exalt  irftead  of  debafing  you  :  love  what  is .  anJ- 
nd  it  will  reward  your  affe£lion.  Love'  him  abo^e  all, 
\\h  Jirjfi  ioved you* ;  and  his  fervice  will  be  dcligljtful  : 
fuch  as  he  requires,  and  jou  will  find  fatisfaflion  in 
hing.  It  is  a  fti^nge  miftake,  to  imagine  the  buiihms 
ion  infuppbrtable ;  while  we  take  much  heavier  upon 
s  from  fancy  and  fafbion.  Were  the  gofpel  to  ii.join 
;ues,  tire  cxpences,  the  dangers,  which  on  reflexion  we 
ccivc  caprice  and  cuftom  do,  that  cue  r.rgumtnt  againfl. 

be  accounted  dccifiie. 
lofl  ferious   perfon  in   the   world   may  juflly  b^  alfo 
fullell.       Even  penitents,  in  the  midft  of  their  forrow,/ 
cry    beginning  of   their  amendment,  enjoy  a  bleffed 

CC2  liopt 
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hope  of  forgivenefs  and  acceptance,  infinitely  preferable  to  the 
higheft  pleafures  of  fin.     But  perfons  of  confirmed  goodncfs 
have  a  peace  within  their  breafts,  ivhich  paffeth  all underjland- 
ing*  of  thofe  who  have  not  experienced  it,  and  all  dcfcripiicn 
of  thofe  who  have,     Thej  feel  no  tormenting  remorfe,  no  dif- 
quieting  dread   of  God   cr  man.     They  are  never  agitated  by 
malice  or  envy  :  fcldom,  and  but  gently,  mpved  by  argcr.  Pity 
indeed  they  often  experience;  but  gratifying  it  comforts  both 
others    and    thenifelves.      Their  behaviour  is    friendly,   and 
therefore  agreeable  :  their  difcourfe  lively,  if  nature  hath  quali- 
fied  them  for  it ;    bat   at   leall  inoffcnfive  and    conciliating. 
Their  hearts  are  open,  in  a  proper  degree,  to  all  the  innocent 
amufements  of  life,  and  they  long  for  none  of  the  prohibited 
ones.     Virtuous  difcretion  prcfervcs  their  health  and  fpiriu  as 
much  as  worldly  uncertainties  permit,  makes  their  circum- 
ftances  eafy,  their  families  and  dependants  orderly  and  happy. 
Their  judicious  beneficence  is  very  ufeful,   their  blamelefs  ex- 
ample yet  mpre.      Thus   they  become   blcfiings   within  the 
compafs  of  their  fphere :  and  furely  reap  no  little  joy  from 
the  efieem  of  others,  but  unfpeakably  more  from  the  tettimouy 
of  their  own  confciences.  The  beft  of  them  indeed  are  fenfiblc 
of  many  failings:  but  all  ^onfiftent  with  that  finccrity,  which 
Cod,   they  know,   will  recompenfe.     They  fee   through  the 
whole  courfe  of  life,  that  they  are  in  the  only  right  way ;  and 
whatever  may  happen  to  them,  all  will  end  well.     Difappoiot- 
ments,  tinkindncfs,  ingratitude,  loffes  of  friends  or  of  fornirc. 
ncceffity,  pain,  fickncfs,  and  death,  ijcork  together  for  their  gooc^* 
and  unite   to   form   an,  infallible  plan  for  encreafing  their  finrJ 
felicity.    Never  will  focitty  grow  gloomy,  but  inexprelTiblj  rl.c 
cheerfullcr,  for  being  conrpcfed  of  fucli  perfons  as   tLeIc:  and 
fuch  ought  the  religious  naturally  to  be. 

Therefore  you,  who  are  truly  religious,  appear  in  charac- 
ter, and  do  credit  to  your  catfe.  Defpife  with  good  humour 
and  pity  the  impotent  ridicule  cf  the  inconfiderate  :  let  the 
world  fee  that  you  are  happy,  and  that  your  belief  in  Gcd 
is  the  ground  of  it.  Wear  no  dejcdcd  looks,  put  on  no  for- 
biddiag  appearances ;  be  affable,  be  courteous,  be  joyful-  A- 
void  improper  amufements;  guard  agaiiift  fondnt  fs  for  tbcfc 
in  which  occafionally  you  may  do  well  to  join:  but  ezpteis 

a  dece&C 
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ik'.  a  decent  and  n]o4eft9  a  mild  and  compaffionate,  not  an  angrj 

>:  -  or  cmforious,  difapprobatioja  of  the  cuipinon  excelTes  in  thems 

iL.-  flicw  that  you  can  relUh  life  perfcSly  well   without  them,  b/ 

1-  engaging  with  alacrity  in  the  proper  bufinefs  of  your  ftation, 

r}.  improving  you rfelvcs,  and  doing  good- to  others.     Never  un- 

i-v  feafonably   magnify  in  talk,   but    affiduoufly  demonftrate   in 

rr  jTaS,  the  comfort  you  have  in  obferving  the  precepts  and  ez- 

:;'•  peeling  the  rewards   of  th«  gofp.I.     M unife ft,  whenever  op- 

r:  portunitics   prcfent    themfelves,  yet  without  any  oftentation, 

isj.  the  benevolent  fcrenity  which'  chriftian  faith  infpircs,  your 

£:  enjoyment  both  of  convcrfation   and  folitude  in  their  feafons, 

rr  your  compofare  tfnder  doubts  and  uncertainties,  your  fortitude 

p-  under  croifes  and  afBiftions,  and  your  fettled  perfuafion,  that 

.J  you  ftiall  ever  be  enabled  to  pojfefs  your  foulin  gladnefs  of 

:C'         heart*,  and  rejoice  in  tbf  lord  alwayf. 

KJ  /,  Such  behaviour  will  furely  convince  even  the  vicious  and 

Bti-  the  prejudiced,  if  they  have  any  refleftion,  that  to  feek  their 
own  advantage  with  fuccefs,  they  mufty^^i  the  tbingi  which 
are  Jefus  Chrifi^s.  And  if  thpy  ever  intend  it,  the  prefent 
Ig^i  time  is  always  the  beft :  but  this  prefent  time  is  peculiarly 
J  It  J  fo.  Decency  prohibits  now  the  ufual  diverfions:  apply  your 
yr}  vacant  hours  to  a  better  purpofe.     The  offices  of  the  week 

.  i  throughout  exp  cfs  in  the  moft  affefting  manner,  .what  your 

gracious  Redeemer  hath  done  and  fuffered  for  you  :  think  de- 
liberately in  it,   what  you  ought  to.  do  for  him,  indeed  for 
•^  yourfelyes.     Think  what  you  have  been,   and  are,  and  what 

the  fajth  you  profefs  requires  you  to  be :  confider  what  fatal 
confequcnccs  will  follow,  perhaps  very  foon,  if  you  negle6l  to 
amend,  and  how  you  fliall  accomplifli  this  neceffary  work. 
Read  with  reverence  the  rules  and  declarations  of  God's  word ; 
read  with  attention  other  awakening,  yet  prudent  books,  re- 
fleding  as  you  go  along :  and  engage  fome  pious,  but  judicious 
friend,  to  excite,  fupport,  dire^,  and,  if  there  be  occafion,  re- 
flrain  you.  Form  difcreetly  by  their  helps  needful  refolu- 
tions  :  and  beg  eameftly  of  God's  flrengih  to  fulfil  them  : 
clfe  they  will  all  prove  inefFtftual.  But  remember,  that  the 
piety  of  the  week,  however  ftrift,  is  not  to  end  \\ith  ilj  and 
cannot  be  really  chriftian,  if  it  doth.     You  are  called  to  re* 

collcftioa 

•  Luke  xni.  19.  A«5ts  ii.  46.    f  Phil.ir.  4.. 
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eolIeQion  now,  that  you  may  praAife  vigilance  all  the  reft 
of  your  days.  Temporary,  periodical  goodnefs^  that  is  lih 
the  morning  cloudy  and  as  the  early  dew  go^tb  away^^  it  will 
be  of  no  avail  to  any  one ;  but  they,  u'4p,  by  patient  continu- 
ance  in  weU- doing,  feekfor  glory  and  honour  and  immortalitj^ 
are  fecure  of  obtaining  eternal  ltfe\. 

•  Hof.  Ti.  4.  tR-om.  ii.  7. 
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SERMON    LIX. 

The  Jot  ahd  Exultatiqk  of  St.  Paul  in  Publishing  the 
Doctrines  and  Precepts  of  CHuisriANiTr. 


GaL,  vu  14. 

But  God  forbid  that  I  Jbould  glory ^  fave  in  tie  aofs  of  01& 
Lord  Jcfus  Cbrift  ;  by  wbom  the  world  is  crncifed  unto  me, 
and  I  unto  the  world* 

"tXT^E  mud  have  fome  foundation,  real  or  imagined,  for 
thinking  well  of  ourfelves  and  our  condition  5  or  we 
muft  be  wretched.  And  innumerable  are  the  methods  which 
men  take  to  procure  the  efleem  of  fteir  own  minds.  Too 
many  glory  in  their  Jbatne* :  are  proud  of  notions  and  dif- 
courfes,  which  mifreprefent  facred  truths,  degrade  human  na- 
ture, and  tend  to  diffolve  human  focietj  ;  of  gratifying  tlieir 
pafiions,  their  appetites,  their  fancies,  whatever  mifchiefs  it 
produces  j  of  doing  what  vifibly  hurts,  and  muft  finally  ruin 
their  chara^ers,  their  fortunes,  their  healths,  their  fouls. 
Others  value  themfelves  on  more  plaufible,  yet  infufBcient* 
pretentions  :  on  the  luftre  of  an  ancient  family,  which  per- 
haps th«y  difgrace  J  on  the  inheritance  or  acquifition  of  wealth, 
which  they  employ  to  little  or  no  goddpurpofe  5  on  agreeable- 
nefs  of  perfon,  which  makes  them  vain  and  imprudent  the  rtiort 
time  it  continues,  and  miferable  when  it  decays ;  on  livclinefs 
of  wit,  which  cither  provokes  ejiemies,  or  invites  dangerous 
friends  j  on  depth  of  knowledge,  often  falfely  fo  called,  and 
pernicious,  often  wholly  foreign  to  their  true  bufinefs  ;  on  cle* 
gance  of  tafte  in  fmaller  matters,  while  they  are  contemptibly 
injudicious  in  the  greateft ;  on  pomp  and  fliew,  which  give  a 
pleafurc  as  fleeting   as   it  is   childifli  5  on  making  a  figui^.  in 

the 
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the  idle  huriy  of  amufemeats,  which  encroaches  on  every  va- 
luable purpofe  of  life,  and  wears  out  the  fpirits  under  prc^ 
tence  of  railing  them;  on  the  favour  of  the  great»  by  what* 
ever  arts  attained,  and  however  precarious  ;  or  on  the  fecxa- 
ingly  more  folid  poffcffion  of  power,  which  it  is  hard  to  atftain 
from  ufing  ill,  and  extremely  hard  to  ufe  in  a  due  mcafuie 
well ;  which  difubliges  by  the  exercife  of  it  many  more  than 
it  can  prffibly  oblige  9  is  accompanied  with  perpetual  fatigue 
and  uneafinefs,  yet  with  perpetual  envy  :  caufes  innumerable 
vexdticns  while  it  lafts  ;  and  yet  commonly  grievous  regret 
when  it  is  gone. 

If  all  thefe  be  wrong  grounds  bffclf- complacency,  how  few 
of  us  have  right  ones  !  There  are  thofe,  however,  who  profefs 
to  build  it  on  (omething  more  fubflantial,  on  virtue*  feut, 
alas !  the  Virtue  of  great  numbers  coniids  almoft  wholly  in 
fpccious  words,  honour,  benevolence,  good- nature,  whiwb  arc 
either  a  mere  ornament  «f  their  talk,  or  influc  nee  their  be- 
haviour only  on  fome  occafions,  or  to  fome  perfons.  And  the 
more  uniformly  well  inclined  towards  others  are  often  ftrangc* 
)y  addicted  to  blameable  indulgence  of  themfelves  :  or,  how- 
ever inoffenfive  otherwife,  are  lamentably  defefiive  in  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  heart,  particularly  in  forming  it  to  that  deep 
humility,  which  becomes  duft  and  alhes.  If  we  think  too 
highly  of  ourfelves,  we  fliall  be  fatally  mifled  :  and,  if  we  think 
reafonably^  we  fliall  experience  the  daily  mortification  of  be- 
ing faulty,  more  or  lefs,  even  in  thofc  things  for  which  we  arc 
applauded.  Befides,  our  virtue  itfelf  will  frequently  oblige 
us  to  do  what  others  willdiflike,  oppofe,  revenge.  Or,  though 
we  efcapc  fuch  evils,  yet  the  unavoidable  ones  of  fear,  forrow, 
languor,  pain,  ficknefs,  death,  are  ufually  more  than  enough 
to  m^ke  our  prtfent  ftate  a  pitiable,  rr.ther  than  a  glorious 
one,  if  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  own  rcftitude  be  our  whole 
fupp-^.rt  under  them. 

Wifer  men,  therefore,  in  their  fearch  of  comfort,  look  be- 
yond  themfelves  to  God.  And,  indeed,  faith  in  him,  provided 
it  reprefents  him  as  a  righteous  governor,  obferving,  diAin- 
guifliing,  and  recompenfing,  unfpeakably  dignifies  our  coticu 
tion,  a:id  adds  importance  to  our  profpe&s.  But  flill,  our  beil 
obedience  being  only  his  due,  and  paid  onty  out  of  what  we 
have  received  from  him,  we  could  neither  boaft  nor  merit, 

though 


&j£R.  LlX.'Tie  Doiirines  and  Precepts  of  Chriflianity.         209 


\y^ 


though  it  were  perfe£^ :  and  what  his  free  goodnefs  would  be« 
ftov^  on  us  even  then,  beyond  fecurity  from  their  being  fuflFcr- 
itj'^         era  on  the  whole,  reafon  could  never  afcertain. 

Or,  were  the  innocent  aflured  by  it  of  ever  fo  great  rewards; 
are  we  innocent  ?  ThonghtUfs  prefumpclon  may  anfwer  hafii- 
BSf  ly  in  the  affirmative:    but  what  dqth  the  deliberate  voice  of 

m'-  confcience  fay,  after  a  faithful  fcrutiny  of  our  paft  anions, 
!ii^  words,  and  thoughts,  as  in  the  divine  prefence  ?  Such  and  fo 
;a^^  many  as  our  duties  are,  of  love,  reverence,  and  refignation  to 
^t  onr  Maker,  of  jaftice,  equity,  goodnefs,  in  the  numerous  re* 
Intions  of  life,  vii^tuous  command  of  our  various  inclinations, 
Ise?  cartful  ufe   and  upright  government  gf  our   underftanding ; 

top  have  we  been  always  as  blamelefs  in  each  of  them,  as  infinite 
t  '■  purity  can  demand  of  us,  though  we  fee  thai  no  one  round  us 
rx  liath?  If  not,  let  us  remember  it,  we  arefinners,  and  fin  de- 
al-^' fert^  punilhment*  God  forbid  then  that  Moejbould  glory  in 
:l^i  tar  moral  or  religions  charafters  «  God  grant  we  may  find 
A;.:        mercy  for  our  failures  in  them. 

il':;  But  how  can  reafon  aflure  us  that  we  (hall  ?  Doth  it  know, 

r,h  what  the  holinels  of  his  nature,  the  honour  of  his  government, 
i<'  the  admonition  of  ether  parts  of  his  creation,  may  render 
needful  ?  •  Sorrow  for  what  is  pad  cannot  annihilate  it :  &nd 
Kving  well  for  the  time  to  come,  though  it  were  not  mixed, 
es  what  we  call  fo  is,  with  perpetual  faults,  no  niore  makes 
ame  •  Is  for  pad  tranfgreffions,  than  avoiding  tq  incur  new 
debts  pays  off  the  old.  Still  our  hearts  didate  hope.  But 
hope,  far  from  bein^  certainty,  is  not  fo  much  as  perfuadon. 
And  though  pardon  were  unquefti enable,  future  happinefs, 
much  lefs  eternal,  would  not.  The  pollibilities  therefore,  the 
probabilities  of  thefe  things,  which  nat-ure  can  fuggeft,  how 
reviving  foever,  compared  with  abfolute  defpondency,  have  to 
chriftians,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks  in  a  fimilar  cafe,  no  glory  by  rea^ 
/on  of  the  glory  that  excelletb*:  they  fade  away  and  vanifli  be- 
fore his  precious  pr<Jimifes\^  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences^ 
aud  raifed  again  for  our  juflificationX- 

Here  then  we  have  fure  ground  fot  glorying  :   not  in  our- 

felves  indeed  ;-for  we  have  contributed  nothing  to  this  merciful 

difpenfation,  beiides  falling  into  the  extremefl  need  of  it  by  our 

Vol.  II.    ^  Dd  offences; 
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offences :  but  Ghrift  Jefui  is  made  unto  us  of  God^  wi/dom^ 
and  righteoufnvfs^  and  fanfiijieatiou^  and  redemption^  tbat^  as 
it  is  written^  be  that  glorietb^  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord^.  Wc 
have  oolj  to  embrace,  with  acknowledged  unworthinefs,  the 
gracious  offer  of  oar  heavenly  Father^  on  the  equitable  con- 
ditions annexed  to  it. 

But  we  muft  embrace  the  whole,  not  part  only.  Multitudes 
pr»fefs  tq  rcfpeft  the  gofpel  very  highly,  for  its  many  rational 
dodlrines,  its  holy  and  mild  precepts,  iis  intereiling  fandioos, 
its  proviiion  for  inftrufliiig  mankind,  the  good  example  of  its 
publiiher,  its  declaration^  of  forgivenefs,  nay  perhaps  aifo  fpr 
Its  affurances  of  inward  aflidance.  But  of  the  efficacy  of  what 
our  Redeemer  underwent  to  procure  thefe  benefits,  they  eater- 
tain  the  loweft  conceptions  :  raife  difficulties  on  every  article 
of  the  great  myjlery  of  godlinefi\^  and  explain  away  the  fcrij^ 
Cure  dodrine  of  it  into  nothing  :  flrive  to  form  achriftianity  as 
as  much  as  poffible  without  Chriil,  and  be  faved,  if  not  by 
their  own  merits,  however  not  by  his.  Therefore  the  apofik 
in  the  text  lays  the  ftrefs  where  it  really  lies :  God  forbid^ 
ibat  I  fhould  glory  in  any  things  fave  in  the  Closs  of  our 
Lord  J^fus  Cbrift :  in  his  fubmilTion  to  die  upon  it,  not 
merely  as  a  confirmation  of  his  fincerity,  which  puts  his  and 
hit  apoftles  martyrdoms  almoft  on  a  level,  but  as  a  propitiatory 
offering,  by  wbich^  to  fpeak  the  language  of  holy  writ,  be  bath 
reconciled  Uf  to  God^  making  peace  by  tbe  blood  of  bis  ct  ^fs^  in 
the  body  of  bis  Jtejb  tbrougb  deatbX.  That  he  appeared  on 
earth  to  ertablifh  true  religion  ihefe,  bore  the  inconveniences  of 
this  mortal  Hate,  zndurcdthe  contradi£iion  ofjinntrs^^  and  yield- 
ed up  his  life  to  their  malice,  is  the  univerfal  belief  of  all 
chriftians:  and  why  might  not  God,  forefeeing  thefe  things 
from  eternity,  gracioufly  accept  his  condefcending  ta  them  for 
our  fakes,  though  otherwilc  v. i)olly  foreign  to'a  nature  united  to 
the  divine,  as  a  facrifice  offered  on  our  behalf  to  infinite  jufi ice: 
beftowing  on  the  pricft  and  vidim  the  moft  acceptable  retri- 
button  that  he  cculd  poiTibly  receive,  the  right  of  pardoningi 
reforming,  and  making  eternally  happy,  as  many  as  fhould 
throw  themfclves  on  tbe  mercy  thus  tendered  them,  and  prove 
the  fincerity  of  their  thankful  faith,  by  that  of  their  obedience  ? 

We 

*  I  C«r.  i.  39,  31.   1 1  TvoL.  iii.  i*.   }  Col.^i.  aO|  ti,  22.    $  Hcb*  xii.  a|. 
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We  are  £ar  from  pretending  to  know  all  the  reafons  of  a  tran£. 
^ion,  into  wbicb  even  angeb  defire  to  look^ :  jet  fare! j  con- 
\ ;  fiderate  minds  may  trace  in  it  evident  footAeps  of  holinefs, 
r^.  goodn<fs»  wifdom :  but  at  leafl  humble  hearts  will  recoiled, 
that  the  imagined  Joolijbnefs  of  God  is  i^ifer  than  men\\  and 
finding,  as  every  pne  living  mud  on  due  fcarch,  that  they  have 
no  caule  to  glory  in  themfclves,  will  glory  moft  cordially  in 
tbe  cro/s  of  Jefus  Cbrift :  afcribing  to  his  interceilion  their 
forgivenefs,  to  his  ftrength  their  good  adions,  to  his  merits 
their  reward.  ^0/  by  works ^  rigbteoufnefs^  wbicb  we  bave 
done,  but  according  to  bis  mercy ^  God  Javetb  us^  by  tbe  wajb^ 
ing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  tbe  Holy  Gbofij  wbicb  be 
Jbeds  on  ids  abundantly  tbrougb  Cbrift  Jefus  our  Saviour,  tbat 
being  juflified  by  bis  grace^  we  fboitld  be  made  beirs  of  eternal 
It/el,  Blefjingy  and  bonour,  and  glory^  and  power^  be  unto 
bim  tbatjittetb  upon  the  throne^  and  to  tbS  Lamb  for  ever  and 
ener\. 
But  then  we  cannot  be  intitled  to  fuch  exultation,  unlefs  we 
'^  are  qualified  as  the  htter  part  of  the  text  intimates.  Faitb 
jH  indeed ^v?/i&  tfj]!,  but  that  tlone  wbicb  worietb  by  love^^  to 
God,  to  our  fellow  creatures,  to  every  thing  good :  which 
cannot  confift  with  a  ruling  love  to  the  ways  of  an. evil  world. 
Therefore  St.  yobn  faith,  if  any  man  love  tbe  world,  that  is, 
preferably,  tbe  love  of  tbe  Father  is  not  in  bim**;  and  St.  Paul 
only  ezprefles  the  fame  meanbg  a  little  more  firongly,  when 
he  reminds  us  by  his  own  example,  that  we  muft  be  crucified, 
dead,  to  tbe  world,  and  it  to  us^:  we  mud  facrifice  all  inordi- 
nate fondnefs  for  it  to  him,  who  facrificed  himfelf  on  the  crofs 
for  our  falvation ;  and  mortally  hate  whatever  is  wrong  in  it, 
at  the  rifque  of  being  mortally  hated  by  iti^  Still  the  comforts 
of  life,  which  God  hath  provided  for  us,  are  to  be  enjoyed  with 
duly  proportioned  gladnefs  and  thankfulnefs  :  the  fubordinations 
of  life  are  to  be  maintained,  th^  common  buSnef^  of  it  follow- 
ed, the  proprieties  and  civilities  of  it  preferved,  and  per- 
verfe  non-compliances  diligently  avoided.  But,  when  all  this 
is  done,  much  will  remain  to  be  renounced  and  crucifed.  For 
as  St.  yobn  hath  admoniflied  us,  we  are  of  God,  and  the  whole 
wcrld,     even  what   calls   itfelf  the  chrillian   world,  lietb  in 

D  d  2  wicked" 

•  I  Pet.  i.    f  1.  t  I  Cor.  i.  15.  I  Tit.  iii.  5,  6,  7. 
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vnciedne/s*:  powerfully  encouraging  every  bad  tKlng,  to  which 
our  appetites  and  paiEons  prompt  us,  and  many  to  which  they 
do  not. 

Faihion  makes  fome  men  millionaries  of  infidelity,'^  objefting 
againft  religion^  leven  what  they  know  to  be  falfe :  others, 
implicit   believers  in  them,  to   fliew   their  own  freedom  of 
thought :    and  a  third  fort»  utterly  negligent  of  every  aft  of 
piety,  without  fo  much  as  imagining  they  know  why.  Fafluon- 
able  honour  urges  men  to  demands  of  fatisfaftion,  equally 
wicked  and  abfurd,  often  for  no  li^jury  at  all.      Faihionable  dif- 
courfe  abounds  with  oaths  and  imprecations,  and  irreverent  ufes 
of  the  mod  facred  names,  not  lefs  foolilh  than  profane  ;  or,  if 
clear  of  this  fault,  commonly  fets  the  whole  of  what  we  arc 
concerned  to  believe  and  do,  in  a  mifiaken  light.     Faihionable 
extravagance  confumes  in  gaming,  and  luxury,   and  idle  c^ 
pences,  what  ought  to  provide  for  our  families,  for  the  worthy 
and  the  poor.     Fafliionable  gratifications  of  the  various  plea^ 
fares  of  fenfe  defeat  the  chief  end  of  man's  being.     Even  mote 
innocent  fafliionable  amufements   fwallow  up  that    precious 
time,  of   which    we  ihould  be   frugal  for   better  ^  purpofea. 
Fafliionable  hours  interfere  with  the  order  of  nature,  with  Cfie 
public  worfliip  of  God,  with  the  regular  difpofition  of  all  forts 
of  affairs.     And  fafliionable  complaifance  places  the  vileft  of 
human  beings  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  n^oft  unexception- 
able, to  the  dreadful  weakening  of  the  efTential  diftindion  be- 
tween good  and  evU. 

Yet  '"  ^^  ^^^^  matters  men  will  follow,  with  ftraoge  in- 
.  confideratenefs,  even  the  profligate.  But  they  conceive  thtrm- 
fclves  fully  authorized  to  imitate,  in  every  thing,  fuch  as  cooi- 
xnon  fpeech  calls  decent  and  reputable  :  titles,  in  fome  ages,  to 
be  had  exceeding  cheap.  In  one  fex  efpecially,  and  the  other 
is  copying  after  it,  very  fmall  remnants,  even  of  moral  virtue, 
will  fufiice  :  and  in  the  upper  part  of  both,  yet  lefs  of  religion, 
if  aiiy  at  all,  is  needful.  Accordingly  many,  who,  from  con- 
fcience,  preferve  fome  forms  of  it,  rather  look  defirous  to  have 
them  thought  mere  forms,  and  are  wondefuty  fliy  of  uttering 
a  word  to  flit- w  the  contrary  :  pafs  off  any  mention  of  their 
regard  to  it  as  Rightly  as  may  be,  and  are  content  to  let  others 

treat 
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K7        trett  it  with  as  n&uch  indignity  as  they  will :  inftead  oi  glory'* 
^:       tMg  in  the  croft,  of  Cbri/l^  a/bamed  to  confefs  him  before  mem, 
though  he  hath  pafled  on  that  (hame  fo  awful  a  fentence*;  and 
e^       pe|[fedly  indifferent  whether  piety  hath  the  fupport,  which  they 
r        mud  know  it  wants,  provided  thoy  can  make  an  acceptable 
^       figure  to  thofe  around  them  ;    a  point  about  which  they  are  as 
j^.^,       folicitous,  as  if  the  apoftle  had  faid,  be  ye  conformed  to  tbis 
II       worU^  inftead  of,  be  ye  notf.     Perhaps  the  more   fcrioufly 
^      educated  fcruple  going  at  once  the  utmoft  lengths  of  the  mode 
^        in  wrong    things:    but    are  gradually   familiarized   to  fol- 
low their  leaders  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  they  advance 
imperceptibly  to  a  frightful  diilance  from  their  firft  fetting  put ; 
and  it  may  be  at  laft  grow  ambitious  of  beiog  leaders  in  their 
turn  of  a  little  world  of  their  own,  that  (hall  tempt  the  ^reat 
one  into  ftill  worfe  enormities. 
^         Through  the  whole  of  this  giddy  progrefs,  innumerable  at- 
^       teotions,  and   incredibly  earned    ones,  to  moil    infignificant 
matters,  fill  their  hearts,  and  expel  or  deaden  every  devout  and 
virtuous  feeling.     If  they  find  leifure  to  refle£t  on  their  con- 
dud,  it  is  chidSy  to  invent  excufes  and  palliations :  if  they 
*!C       ftill  go  to  church,  it  is  without  defire  of  improving  there :  nay, 
.,        if  they  ftill  pray  in  private,  which  probably  few  of  them  con- 
tinue long,  it  is  little  more  than  repeatmg  thoughtlefsly  a  few 
good  words  :  and  thus,  by  degrees,  they  come  to  have  no  real 
'[      afiedion  or  veneration  for  their  Creator,  their  Redeemer,  their 
\       Saodifier,  no  penitent  fenfe  of  their  own  imperfe&ions  or  tranf- 
greiSons,  no  pradical  orfteady  perfuafionof  future  recompences; 
^  ;        but  form  their  whole  manner  of  talking  and  judging,  as  if  the 
prefent  ftate  were  all :  are  extremely  eager  about  their  worldly 
ioterefts  and  pleafures,  but  equally  unconcerned  about  the 
righmefs  of  their  difpofitions :   will  on  no  account  be  abfent 
from  a  meeting  for  bufineCi  which  they  have  at  heart,  or  a  gay 
affembly  to  which  they  are  invited,  let  thwr  health  or  what 
^1  fuffer :  but  negleA  the  appointed  feafons  of  divine  worihip, 
CD  the  pooreft  pretences,  or  without  any  :    crowd  bufinefs, 
journeys,  diverfion»,  into  the  moft  facred  feafons,  contrary  to  the 
excellent  ends  of  their  inftitution,  contrary  to  all  law,  and  all 
ihame ;   but  would  think  their  reputations  undone  by  going  to 
the  houfe  of  God,  at  any  unufual  time,  or  even  making,  with 

•  Matth.  X.  3«,  33,  Mark  viii.  38.  tikx  il.  26.  jui.  «,  9* 
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ferionfnefs,  a  momentary  acknowledgement  to  him  over  their 
dailj  food :  confult  neither  fcripture  nor  reafon  to  difcoTer 
their  dut J  :  but  make  the  artfnlleft  ufe  of  either,  to  fence  againft 
what  thej  are  unwilling  to  own  for  fuch  ;  or,  if  need  beyaTOW- 
cdlj  prefer  the  opinion  and  pra&ice  of  the  world  to  both,  dif^ 
dainful  rebels  againft  heaven,  but  mean-fpirited  (laves  to  thej 
fcarceknow  whom. 

Yet  moft  of  them  tolerate,  and  perhaps  approve,  fome  ap« 
pearances  of  religion,  efpecially  in  fome  perfons  ;  but  fafpeft 
any  great  reality  of  it,  as  a  degree  of  madnefs :  have  the  at* 
snoft  terrors  of  feeing  this  poor  land  over-run  with  enthufi- 
afm  and  fuperftition  ;  but  not  the  fmalleft  dread  of  profaneneis 
and  profl\'^atenefs :  are  ftartled  it  any  new  declarations  of 
authority  againft  either,  but  comforted  by  the  hope,  that  they 
will  prove  ineSeAual,  and  all  go  on  as  it  did:  read  almoft 
any  ^ing  written  to  depreciate  chriftianity,  and  relax  moral 
virtue,  but  almoft  nothing  in  favour  of  them  ;  are  very  cau- 
tions of  ^meddling  with  treatifes  of  piety,  however  jndicioufly 
compofed,  for  fear  of  turning  their  heads,  but  devour  ever  fo 
many  idle  and  even  lafcivious  books,  without  the  leaft  appre- 
beafion  of  corrupting  their  hearts:  allow  themfelves  to  be 
much  more  expenfive  in  the  vain-glorious  dtfplay  of  private 
magnificence,  or  towards  the  fupport  of  entertainments  called 
polite,  though  neither  of  good  tendency  nor  good  tafte,  thai 
liberal  to  the  trucft  charities :  or,  how  bountiful  focver  to 
the  temporal  diftrefies  of  their  brethren,  have  no  compaffion  at 
all  for  their  fpiritual  wants :  nay,  perhaps,  have  made  foribal 
refolutions  of  giving  nothing  to  fuch  *and  fuch  pious  ufes,  »- 
gainft  which  it  is  grown  cuftomary  to  inveigh,  and  hear  no 
ftnfwer. 

Yet  many  of  them  had  originally  no  reliih  for  this  turn  of 
thinking  and  ading :  indeed  fiill  rather  afied  to  feem,  than 
really  are  happy  in  it ;  nay,  poffibly  feel  tormenting  doubts 
from  time  to  time  how  it  will  end.  But  thefe  they  are  taught 
to  coniider  as  mere  fits  of  gloominefs,  which  they  muft  diffipare 
by  every,  mirthful  avocation  they  can  in^xnt,  and  learn  to  def- 
pife  themfelves  for  ever  having  been  in  fo  ftrange  a  ftate  of 
mind,  and  fo  unfuitable  to  living  in  good  company.  Or,  if 
reileciion  will,  notwithftanding,  be  troublefome,  arguments  moA 
.be  fought  for  to  quiet  it.     And  accordingly  they  do  argue, 

that 
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'^*      that  mens  ftations,  connexions,  and  fpirits  require  fome  relax^ 
atiooy  and  they  muft  take  {uch  as  thej  can  get,  amongft  tho£p 
^^      with  whom  it  is  to  be  had.     But  are  they  grieved  or  rejoiced 
^^'^      at  this  pleaded  obligation  ?     Do-  they  ftop  at  the  quantity  or 
"^^      the  kinds  that  are  realljT  needful,  or  go  beyond  them  at  plea* 
WS'  -  fore?    Are  they  growing  better  or  worfc  all  the  while?   Arc 
they  letting  good  examples  or  bad  ?     Surely  thefe  are  material 
^^'      qaeftions.     Tet  they  make  a  ihift  either  to  feel  or  to  acknow* 
ki:&      ledge  nothing  of  their  force ;  but  whatever  they  like  to  join  in, 
mi'      peremptorily  infift,  that  it  is  harmlefs,  ufefal,  neceiTary,  juit 
ihc^     what  they  pleafe:    yet  referring  a  liberty,  when  onoe  it  lofes 
jn^      credit,  to  cenfure  it  as  abfurd  and  wrong  every  way,  and  be 
wisi      full  as    fond  of    fomething   elfe,  that    deferves   if  as   little, 
M^     without  confeillng  the  lead  inconftancy. 
d  'A        For,  with  the  world  on  their  fide,   they  come  at  length,  in« 
M^f     ftead  of  apologizing  for  themfelves,  to  affume  a  fovereign  au« 
^/_     thority  over  others  ;   confute  their  objeftioas  with  barely  9 
d^     contemptuous  laugh  or  look,  or  by  fixing  on  them  any  name 
nrfT     in  vogue,  that  denotes  precifenefs ;  attack  and  perfecute  the 
i  '^     moft  filent  noaconformiils  to  their  notions,  and  haughtily  over« 
ts^-     bear  all  that  ftand  in  their  way.     Such  as  worfliip  the  fame 
f^     idol  with  them,  be  their  charaders  ev^r  fo  doubtful,  mull  not 
^  si.    be  fufpe&ed ;  be  they  ever  fo  notbrioufly  criminal,  mud  not 
Jt:{     be  condemned  ;  or  counted  unfit  for  their  familiar  acquaintance, 
^i     or  even  particular  friendfliip,  let  the  confequences,  private  or 
u5^'      public,  be  what  they  may.     The  pert  ridiculers  of  religion  and 
.^      virtue  are  to  be  allowed   abundance  of  wit  in   the  fillieft   and 
0i      grofleft   things  they  utter :  and  the   moft  hard-hearted  liber- 
al'     tinea  muft  be  held  to  have  true  good-nature,  becaufe  they  have 
fuperficial  gaiety.    If  they  ruin  themfelves  by  their  vices,  they 
j^       are  only  to  be  pitied ;  if  others  alfo,  they  are  to  be  excufed 
,         to  the  very  utmoft,  it  is  well  if  not  looked  on  as  the  more 
confiderable.     But  men  who  have  always  been  regularly  vir- 
tuous are  to  be  regarded  as  objefts  of  derifion.     And  fuch  as 
add, to  their -virtue  inward  religion,  regulate  their  conduft  by 
it,  abftain  from  things  on  account  of  it;  appear  to  take  plea- 
fure  in  its  dofirines,  its  ordinances,  its  promifes,  and  give  any 
tokens  of  what   the  text"  calls  glorying  in  the  croft  of  Cbtift^ 
they  are  to  hope  frona  this  quarter  for  a  very  fnKdl  {hare  of 
the  charitable  candour,  which  islaviflied  fo  profufely  on  others. 

"    Their 
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Their  fiaceritj,  or  their  underftandiog,  is  to  be  firenglj  qnef. 
tioned :  their  good  difpofitions  and  a£tlons  deniedt  ^^  paflcd 
over  in  filence,  or  fcornfully  undervalued:  ridiculous  and 
dangerous  Angularities  to  be  imputed  to  them,  on  the  weakeft 
evidence,  or  none ;  and  if  ever  thej  fall  into  any  fuch,  tbej 
are  to  be  aggravated  bejond  truth  or  credibility ;  and  no  pin 
\vtiatever  to  be  admitted  in  their  favour.  So  very  far  are  too 
many  from  anfwering  the  Pfalmift's  defcription  of  the  man 
vihojball  dwell  in  God^i  holy  hill^  that  in  his  eyes  a  vile  ptrJoB 
is  contemned^  but  he  honoureth  them,,  that  fear  the  Lord^. 

Even  an  infidel,  were  he  to  fpeak  honeftly,  would  tell  fuch, 
that  they  are  no  chriftians.  Yet,  perhaps,  they  would  be 
very  angry  with  anyone  but  an  infidel  for  faying  lb,  and  in 
reality  are  by  no  means  unbelievers.  But  why  then  will  thej 
not  become  confillent  ?  If  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  deferves  any  re- 
gard at  all,  it  deferves  a  thorough  regard :  either  it  is  nothing, 
or  it  is  the  moft  important  of  all  things.  And  ,they  who  pro- 
fefs  it,  yet  feldom  think  of  it,  who  are  influenced  by  it,  if  at 
all,  to  fcarce  more  than  a  little  outward  (hew,  and  (light  aod 
fcom  the  frame  of  mind  which  it  was  intended  to  create  in 
them,  letter  had  it  been  for  them,  unlefs  they  amend,  never 
to  have  known  it\.  All  forts  of  perfons  are  concerned  beyond 
expreffion  to  recolleft  this  often :  but  two  forts  beyond  the 
reft.  If  you  of  the  upper  part  of  the  world,  who  have  moft 
to  be  thankful  and  moft  to  be  anfwerable  for,  inftead  of  being 
examplary  in  ferving  God,  are  remarkable  for  negleAing  his 
worihip  and  his  laws ;  not  only  the  ingratitude,  but  the  per- 
nicioufnefs  of  your  behaviour,  will  greatly  incrcafe  your  punifli- 
ment.  And  if  we  of  the  clergy,  who  teach  others  by  our 
exhortations  to^Jr^  their  affeEiion  on  things  above ^  not  on  things 
on  the  earthXy  teach  them  the  reverfe  by  our  pra£lice  :  make 
it  our  ftudy  to  acquire  applaufe,  or  wealth,  or  power,  or  rank,  to 
partake  of  amulements  and  diverfions  in  the  poor  low  degree 
that  for  (hame  we  can,  or  enjoy  ourfelves  in  fome  graver  kind 
of  voluptuous  indolence  ;  to  do  any  thing,  in  (hort,  but  labour 
diligently  in  God*s  vineyard  from  firft  to  laft  for  the  good  of 
fouls  ;  we  (hall  receive  a  double  condemnation.  And  they  who 
patronixe    any  fuch  of  us,  will  fliare  deeply  in  our  guilt. 

It 
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It  is  not  rigour  that  dictates  aoj   of  thefe  affertions  to  me. 

N!'      It  was  not  aufterity,  but  the  tendereft  compaiHon,  that  moved 

sir-      St.  Paul  to  fzjy/br  many  walk^  of  whom  I  have,  told  you  often^ 

'^       ani  novo  tell  you  eDen  weepings  that  they  are  the  enemies  of  the 

ifko      crojs  ofCbrift^  who  mind  earthly  things*:  not  always  defigned 

pH'      enemies/but  real  ones  however.     Our  Saviour  hath  told  us, 

;  ti*      he  that  is  not  with  me^  is  againjl  me  f.     And  thej  that  will 

£?i^      be  with  him  to  eSed,  muft  be  with  him  heartily,  openly,  and 

ofs*      Bniformly.     We  may  have  qualities  very  amiable,  and  do  ac- 

i^l     tions  very  laudable  in  the  eflimation  of  men,  and  yet  our 

hfl      hearts  be  far  ftom  right  in  thejight  of  God  X.     He  requires,  as 

lii*^-       well  he  may,   that  we  fhould  cofffider  ourf^elves  principally 

r  fi2      IS  his  creatures,  as  finners,  as  favoured  with  offers  of  mercy 

gks      and  of  grace,  as  bound  to  live  foherly^  righteou/ly^  and  godly ^ 

a»-      iooiingfor  the  blejjfed  hope  of  his  glorious  appearance^.     How- 

Tcr      ever  the   preference,  which  the  world  giv«s  to  very  different 

isa      matters,  may  bony  us  up  now  in  overlooking  thefe,  it  will  be  no 

jti\     proteSioii  to  us,  wlien  the  dead,  fmall  and  great,  fiall  fland 

lif^^     hefore  God^.     And  however  infipid  or  infupportable  a  life 

U^j     may  appear  to  fome,  which  is  to  be  humbly  (pent  in  regulating 

}C^     their  defires,  doing  their  duty,  and  expeding  their  reward  ; 

4\     they  will  find  upon  trial,  that  every  other  fcheme  produces 

idki     miferable  difappointments ;  and  this,  as  much  happinefs  as  our  * 

^     prefent  ftate  is  capable  of.     Le9gth  of  days,  eafy  circumftancea, 

xiKA      general  efteem,   domeftic  tranquMlity,  nat^nal  good  order  and 

C'      ftrcngth,  are  the  fmaller  ad  vantages  that  ufually  attend  prac« 

fe      Itifing  the   rules  of  religion :   but  the  conftant  ones,   the  calm 

13:'      peace  and  joyful  profpefts  of  all  whofe  minds  are  duly  affe£lcd 

:;       by  the  genuine  principles  of  it,  thefe  are  bleffmgs  inexpreffibly 

i      'great.  ^ 

You  are  not  e^ihorted  to  begin  a  new  courfe  of  life,  and  rCf- 

tain  your  old  inclinations  ;  making  yourfelves  uneafy,  without 

::.        making  yourfelves  better:  but  to  acquire  fuch  fentiments,  that 

you  may  delight  in  all  you  do.     The  vigorous  exercife  of  good 

fenfe  will  contribute  not  a  little  to  this  defirable  end  ;  for,  ia- 

deed,  the  ways  of  the  world  are  often  flat  contradictions  to  it» 

But  ihe  fundamental  rule  is,  learn  a  jiift  value  for  the  crofs  of 

Chrift,   for  the  pity  be  hath  (hewn,  the  pardon  he  hath  pur- 

VoL.  11.  E  e  chafed, 

•  fWl.  uL  iS.  19.      t  Matth.  xit.  30.  Luke  xi.  73.       |  Afts  viii.  %u 
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chafed,  the  felicitj  he  hath  provided  for  you;  and  jon  will 
foon  come  to  lo^e  the  reftraints  and  obicrvanoes  which  he  hath 
appointed,  to  look  with  indifference,  or  fometimes  with  difgnft 
and  abhorrence,  on  what  you  have  hitherto  admited,  and  find 
the  degree  of  your  fatisfadions  unfpeakably  encreafed,  by 
changing  the  nature  of  them  from  trifling,  difgraceful,  aod 
noxious,  to  rational,  noble,  and  beneficent.  Still  difficultiei 
there  will  be,  and  to  fome  perfons  peculiar  ones,  in  breaking 
fettled  habits,  and  diifolving  the  ties  by  which  you  have  been 
long  held.  But  God  will  give  you  both  courage  and  prudence, 
to  make  it  eafier  than  you  think.  Though  you  will  do  what 
is  right  with  fteadinefs,  yet  you  will  do  it  without  oftentation, 
and  with  chearful  good*humour :  fpeak  mjkfly  of  others,  and 
keep  on  as  good  terms  with  all  men  as  you  fafely  can.  But, 
if  you  are  too  folicitous  to  pleafe  them,  you  will  gradually  Aide 
back,  and  forget,  as  thoufands  have  done  to  their  eternal  niio, 
your  former  convi£lions«  Therefore,  whenever  you  feel  any, 
fufler  them  not  to  die  away  through  inattention,  or  be  choakcd 
by  cares  and  plcaf ures,  or  blafted  by  the  breath  of  fcoflfers :  but 
imprefs  them  on  your  fouls  immediately  and  frequently,  form 
refolutions  correfponding  to  them,  and  confirm  thefe  by  reading 
good  hooks,  by  the  converbtion  and  countenance  of  good  per* 
fons,  by  attendance  on  God's  public  ordinances ;  but  efpeciallj 
by  fervent  private  prayer,  fuited  to  your  fpiritual  condition, 
with  this,  outof  wiaifufs you  will  bi  tnade  Jlrong'^  i  and  with* 
out  this,  the  feemingly  firmeft  human  purpofes,  think  as  highly 
of  them  as  you  will,  can  never  be  effeduah  For  God^rtJifidh 
thi proud,  but  givetbgraci  to  the  bumble  t« 
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SERMON    LX. 

Oh  thjk  kisuRRECTioN  OF  Christ,  akd  the  Effects  or 
THIS  Event  on  the  Lives  and  Manners  . 
OF  TRUE  Christians. 


Cou  iii.  r,  2. 

tf  yt  thtn  ht  rijtn  vaith  Cbrift^  Jeck  tho/e  things  which  are 

fhofotf  where  Chrijl  Jitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
Sh  your  affeEtion  on  things  above^  not  on  things  on  the  earth. 

'T'HIS  day  we  are  met  to  celebrate  the  yearly  memorial  of 
oar  blef&d  Lord^s  rtfing  from  the  dead.  Now  the  ge. 
miine  method  of  paying  honour  to  every  article  of  our  creed; 
U  allowing  it  the  proper  infiuence  on  our  hearts  and  livea^. 
Chrift^s  refurre&ion  is  vain  with  refped  to  us»  unlefs  we  be 
ralfed  by  it  to  the  faith  of  a. better  world;  and  the  firmeft 
faith  of  that  is  vain  alfo,  unlefs  it  eicite  us  to  love  zn&feei  the 
things  which  are  aiove.  This  paflage  of  St»  Paul  therefore  is 
juftly  iqade  one  pfinelpal  part  of  our  £q^r  days  fei  vice ; 
and  the  degree  of  cur  pradical  regard  to  it  will  be  the  true 
mealure  of  our  improvement  by  the  difcipline  of  the  pail  fea« 
fon,  and  of  God's  acceptance  of  our  gelebration  of  the  prefent. 
That  each  of  thefe  then  may  be  fuch,  as  weare  concerntd  be- 
yond ezprelBon  that  it  fliould,  I  iball  lay  before  you  the  chief 
motives  to  a  due  regulation  of  our  deiires  and  behaviour,  in 
relation  to  earthly  and  heavenly  objects,  which  motives  arife 
from  coniidering  ourfelves, 

I.  As  rational  beings  : 

IL  As  believers  in  God  : 

III.  As  difciples  of  Chrift :  on  which  lafi  point  I  ihall  en« 
large  0ie  moft,  as  it  deferves. 

I.  L^t  us  confider  our&lves  merely  as  rational  beingd,  who 
arc  to  live  for  a  while  on  earth  ;    «nd  fuppofe,  that  we  had  no 
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farther  prof^ed.  Then  indeed  we  could  not  fet  our  affeBiofu 
oh  things  above :  but  flill  we  might  fet  them  a  great  deal  too 
much  on  things  befow.  For,  if  our  attachments  to  worldlj 
objedsbe  (Irong,  we  ihall  frequently,  either  purfue  what  is 
hurtful,  or  be  miferable  that  we  dare  not  purfue  it,  or  enraged 
at  being  crofTed  in  our  defigns,  or  deje^led  on  finding  fmall 
happinefs  in  onr  attainments  :  which  indeed  are  incapable  of 
yielding  much.  The  delights  of  fenfe  are  defirudive,  when 
indulged  to  excefs  :  and  low  and  inconfiderable,  when  coodac- 
ted  with  moderation.  Wealth  and  power  and  rank  are  ac- 
qnired  with  much  difficulty,  attended  with  much  anziety»  and 
loon  become  familiar  and  taftelefs.  Fondnefs  for  gay  amufe- 
ments  rather  makes  men  uneafy  when  they  are  without  them, 
than  gives  any  mighty  pleafure  in  the  midft  of  them  :  and, 
unlefs  they  manage  with  uncommon  prudence,  waftes  their  far* 
tunes,  wears  out  their  fpirits,  hurts  Their  charaders,  expofes 
them  to  contempt.  Indeed  we  cannot  help  on  rcfledion  coa- 
temning  ourfelves,  for  fetting  our  hearts  on  any  of  thefe  gra« 
tifications,  to  the  negled  of  matters  trifibly  worthier.  But  if 
we  follow  them  to  the  lofs  of  our  innocence,  which  generally 
happens  wlien  we  follow  them  eameftly,  then  we  have  cmufe 
tb  hate  ourfelves  too,  for  tranfgrefling  the  di&ates  of  that  in- 
ward principle,  which  we  feel  ought  to  rule  us,  and  which  re- 
wards us,  when  obeyed,  with  that  pleating  confcioufoe&  of  hair- 
ing a£ted  wel],  which  is  the  trueft  fatisfadion  we  can  tajfte, 
though  all  were  to  end  at  death.  But  even  from  this  enjoy- 
ment, without  the  aid  of  religion,  we  can  promife  ourfelves 
but  little.  Our  failures  and  imperfections  in  virtue  mud  be 
dally  mortifird  :  our  righteft  and  kindeft  behaviour  will  often 
have  ill  returns  made  to  it :  they  whom  we  love  with  the 
moft  dcferved  afTeftion,  may  be  miferable,  or  may  be  fnatched 
from  us  :  and  if  not,  we-muft  very  foon  leave  them,  and  what- 
ever we  value.  In  fuch  circumftances,  difengagement  is  evi- 
^entty  the  only  way  of  fcciKiifg  any  comfort.  It  will  indeed, 
at  the  fame  time,  render  our  condition  flat  and  in&pid  :  but  we 
can  aim  at  nothing  better  from  the  things  of  this  world,  with- 
out meeting  with  fomething  worfe :  and  if  we  are  not  content- 
ed with  fucli  a  ftate,  (as  .in  truth  how  can  we  ?)  our  fole  re. 
medy  is  to  look  beyond  it :  and  confider  ourfelves. 

11.   Not  merely  as  happening  to  be  inhabitants  of  che  dull 
of  the  earth  for  a  few  years,  we  know  not  how  nor  why,  but 

as 
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as  created  bj  the  power,  and  placed  under  the  authority  and 
protedion,  of  a  perfedly  wife,  and  holy,  and  good  being,  who 
hath  made  us  capable  of  knowing  and  honouring,  and  tbere^^ 
fofc  dottbtlcfs  originally  of  igiitating  and  obeying,  him.     Oa 
this  farther  view  of  things  it  will  plainly  appear,  that  the 
principle  of  confcience,  which  otherwife  might  often  ferve  <mi- 
\j  to  perplex  and  difquiet  men,  is   the  law  of  God  writ  tea  in 
their  fouls  ;  and  therefore  that  yielding  to  it  will  always  end 
well :  generally  in  this  world,   but  certainly  ia  another ;  £o^ 
which  human  nature  was  evidently  framed.      Here  then  the 
diftindton  between  things  above  and  things  on,  earth  begins  to 
open,   the  connexion  of  virtue  with  happinefs  becoipes  maai- 
fdt ;  and  excites  us  to  difpiCe  the  poor  ihort-lived  advantages 
that  little  minds  are  fond  of  j    to  eiteem  and  pradice  what  is 
right,  be  it  ever  fo  difficult,  or  ever  fo  unfaihionable,  and. de- 
vote our  entire  exiftence  to  the  adorable  author  of  it.     The 
principal  obje£t,  beyond  comparifon,  of  one  who  believes  ioi 
God,  muft  furely  be  God  himfelf :  and  our  reverence  and  love, 
oor  dependence  and  truft,  are  fo  to  be  placed  on  him,  as  on  oo« 
thing  elfe  in  his  whole  creation.     But,  above  all,  flio)ild  thefe 
affedions  be  exerted  towards  him  in  refped  of  that  future  re-  ' 
compence  which  we  hope  to  receive  from  him.     And  we  ai*:: 
greatly  deficient  in  prudence,  as  well  as  gratitude,  if  we  make 
qot  that  expedation  the  fupport  and  the  delight  of  our  lives. 
But  then  the  temper  of  heaven  muft  be  formed  ia  us  here, 
or  we  can  never  enjoy  it  hereafter  :  and  therefore,  if  we  would 
fix  our  hearts  on  any  thing   above  to  good  purpoftp,  we  mult 
fix  them  on  refembling  him  who  dwells  there,  ia^pirity  and 
benevolent  goodnefs.     Cultivation  of  thefe  difpoiitions  is  both 
an  appointed  requifite,  and  a  necelTary  preparative  for  our  fu- 
preme  felicity  :  whereas  immerfing  ourfelves  in  cares,  or  diili« 
pating  ourfelves  in   pleafures,  unrelated  to  piety  and  virtue, 
were    they    ever  fo  harmlefs   to  thofe  around  us,    muft  be 
pernicious  to  ourfelves ;     rendering  our*  minds  either  grofs 
and  fenfual,  or  trifling  ajid  vain  ;   unfit  for  the  enjoyment  of 
fpiritual  blifs.     Every  believer  then,  were  it  only  of  fo  much 
as  nature  teaches,  muft  think  it  his  primary  concern  to  cherifli 
religious  fentiments.     And  though  he  were  uncertain  ot  the 
truth  of  his  belief,  yet,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  infinite  importance, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  his  obligation  to  chufe  the  fafer 
fide.     But,  without  &rther  guidance,  though  he  were  not  un« 

der 
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der  that  neccffitj,  he  maft  be  fubjed:  tb  others,  and  veiy  alarm^ 
ing  ones.  It  doth  not  appear  to  the  eye  of  nnaififted  reafon, 
what  degree,  or  what  duration,  of  future  happinefs  we  might 
promife  ourfelvcs,  even  were  we  innocent :  much  Icfs  what 
finners,  as  we  all  are,  abundantly  worfe  than  naoft  of  as  thiiik, 
have  to  expcft  from  the  Lord  and  Judge  of  all,  to  the  honour 
of  whofe  government  repentance  and  amendment  alone  may 
be  no  adequate  fatisfa6lron,  were  they  in  our  power,  which 
perfons  left  to  thcmfcWcs  have  too  much  experience  that  they 
are  not ;  yet  however,  fince  we  are  very  iure,  that  right  fcnti-, 
ments  and  beltaviour  muft  make  every  man^s  condition  better, 
and  wrong  ones  worfe  than,  it  would  be  elfe  ;  looking  up  to 
God,  with  forrow  for  our  tranfgreffions,  with  thankfulnefs  for 
his  mercy  hitherto,  and  humble  hope  for  it  hereafter,  muft  be 
the  duty  and  the  intereft  even  of  thofe  who  have  no  other 
liglit  than  their  own  underftandings  can  afford  them.  But  fiill 
the  obfcurity  of  their  profpcfi  muft  greatly  diminifli  both  their 
confulation  from  it,  and  its  good  influence  upon  them,  and  fill 
them  with  dreadful  terrors  from  time  to  time.  God  be  thank* 
ed,  therefore,  that  we  are  not  left  in  the  darknefs  of  natural 
religion,  but  bleft  with  that  view  of  the  things  above  which 
proceeds  from  confidering  ourfelvcs, 

III.  As  the  difciples  of  Chrift.  If  the  gofpd  of  J0/U1  be 
true,  and  we  have  innumerable  demonftrat ions  of  it,  then  there 
is  full  evidence,  that  a  future  ftate  of  eternal  happinefs  beyond 
expreffion  is  attainable  by  faith  in  our  dear  Redeemer,  not« 
withflandmg  our  pad  fins,  notwithftanding  our  preCent  infirroi- 
ties.  FoVhaving  purchafed  for  us  life  by  his  death,  he  bath 
given  us  aiTurance  of  it  by  his  refurre^ion,  and,  in  effed,  raif. 
ed  up  us  at  the  fame  time  with  himfelf.  If  then  we  be  thus 
-ri/en  with  Chri/i^  where  Jhall  our  hearts  £rbut  where  our  trea^ 
Jure  is*  :  fixed  on  him,  whofe  compaifion  planned  the'  fcheme 
of  our  falvation ;  on  him  whofe  love  executed  it ;  on  hiatk 
whofe  grace  enables  us  to  fliare  in  it ;  on  that  kingdom  of  glo« 
ry,  in  which  we  iliall  reign  after  death ;  on  thofe  heavenlj 
doftrines  and  precepts,  by  which  we  are  to  prepare  oorfelves 
for  it  in  the  mean  while  ?  That  wc  wali  not  hyfight^  hut  hy 
faith\  ;  that  we  labour  not  for  the  meat  that  ferijhetb^  hut  for 

that 
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ibat  tvi&i  e$$Juf^tb  to.  tternat  Ttf^  :  that  we  iove  not  th& 
worH  mither  tJke  tbiags  tbat  an  in  tbi  waridf^  but  have  our 
coMvetfation  in  be^vtntj  as  felhw  citixsas  of  tbifainU^  and 
members  oftbe  bcuJboUL  (ifG%d\. 

.  There  is  a  pofiibility  indeed  of  Caking  fuch  exhortations  ia 
too  ftrifl;  a  fenfe,   for  want  of  ob&rving,  that  rules,  which  we 
are  apt  to  negledl  and  explain  awaj,  nmft  be  ezpreiTed  in  verjr 
ftroiig  terms  to  prevent  this  :  and  that  often  in  fcripture,  when 
«oe  thing  is  comoianded,  and  another  feeminglj  prohibited,  the 
prohibitioo  is  not  intended  to  be  abfolute,  but  comparative,  as  in' 
the  known  inftance,  IwiUbavemercy^  andnoi/acrifice]\ :  when 
yet  facrificing  was  both  lawful  and  enjoined  ;    but  flill  to  be 
looked  on  as  forbidden,  if  it  came  in  competition  with  a  pre« 
cept  of  more  importance.     Thus  then  we  are  to  interpret  the 
diredion  of  withdrawing  our  hearts  from  this  earth.     Not 
that  we  (bould  laj  afide  the  common  aQaii*s  of  life,  in  order  to 
fpend  our  whole  time  in  devotion :    diligence  in  thefe  affairs 
is  one  great  duty  of  our  btavenly  calling^.     Not  that  we  are 
feftrained  from  u(ing  the  good  creatures  of  God  with  pleafure : . 
for  he  hath  created  tbem  to  be  received  with  tbankf giving**^ 
Uid  given  us  riebfy  all  tHnge  to  enjoy^.     Not  that  we  are  to 
confine  ourfelves  to  mere  neceflaries ;  for  undeterminable  fchiplca 
would  arifef  what  are  neceflaries ;    and  as  heaven  hath  provid*- 
ed  OS  more,  it  would  be  onljr  perverfenefs,  or  wcaknefs,  to  re«. 
fule  takiag  it.   Not  that  induftry  to  raife  and  better  our  world- 
ly condition  is  blameable }    for  a  blefling  from  above  is  pro* 
mifed  to  fuch  induftry.     Not  that  we  are  to  live  in  a  perpetur 
al  fright,  becaufe  it  is  doubtful,   how  far  precifely  we  may 
gratify  our  natural  defires  in  this  thing  or  that :  f^r  we  ferve 
a  gracious  mafter,  who  means  that  we  ihould  be  always  chear- 
f ul  and  eafy  in  his  fcrvice,  fo  long  as  to  the  beft  of  our  judge«> 
ments  we  are  futhful  in  it.      Not  that  we  are  to  think  even 
the  gayer  accompliihments  of  life  finful:    but  rather  chufe  to 
make^ virtue  and  piety  more  amiable  by  them;    provided  it 
be  only  virtue  and  piety  that  we  adorn  with  them.     Not  tbat 
we  are  bound  altogether  to  decline  amofements  and  diver&ons^ 
in  which  others  are  immoderate,  unlefs  example  to  them,  or 

danger 
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danger  to  onrfelreSy  requires  it :  for  dieir  ^^kn^it'  doth  ii«c  of 
seceffity  make  our  ufe  of  tfaem  unlawful,  nor  pofflbly  foiiie« 
times  nnexpedient.  Not  that  we  are  to  iiMafvre  idia  d^pct.. 
of  our  goodnefs  by  that  of  our  sAifteritiea  and  iibftineiicas ;  ^ 
if  I  maj  make  a  firall  ahange  in  the  apoftle's  wovis,  nrifi/tf' 
ifvse  eat  noty  art  we  the  ieftir  ;  -  nor  if  we  emt^  4ire  Wi  4bt 
%Bo$fe*.  The  kingdam  of  God  is  not  metriand  driBii  tut  ngite* 
eoafmefs  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gbojif.  Much  l«b  axe 
we  to  cenfure  pf  rfons  of  a  free  behaviour:  for  confcientio<t% 
watchfulnefs  is  very  confident  with  an  unconftrained  appear- 
ance  ;  and  though  yobn  the  Baptift,  an  excellent  man^  was 
figrd  and  flriA ;  yec  oiir  bleflcd  Lord,  "much  the  faperior  cht- 
rader,  came  eating  and  drinking^  and  converfed  fa&iliarlyi  as 
'a  friend,  with  publicans  andjinners%. 

Again  :  in  like  manner  we  are  to  interpret  the  direAion  of 
Jetting  our  aJeBions  on  things  above.  Not  that  we  mcft  keep, 
or  ftriye  to  keep,  our  thoughts  as  intent  upon  them  continual- 
iy,  as  we  poffibly  can ;  for  neither  our  condition*  here,  nor  in- 
deed our  frame,  will  bear  it ;  which  wants  daily  reld:£ation^ 
much  as  nightly  reft  ;  and  without  it,  our  fpirits  wSl  ^c  Y>Y6r* 
€ome,  our  health  impaired,  our  temper  foured  ;  and,  by  ton- 
feqoence,  more  ground  loft  in  our  way  to  lieaven  tTian  we 
hoped  to  gain.  Not  that  we  ftiould  doubt  of  our  fpitithal 
ftate,  if  the  movements  of  our  foula  towards  God  and  our  do* 
light  in  the  contemplation  of  future  happinefs,  be  attended 
with  but  little  wanhth  and  paffion ;  for,  though  ftrong  reli- 
gious  feelings  are  perfeftly  rational,  and  extremely  defireable, 
yet  fome  tempers  are  moved  but  weakly  hy  any  thing ;  and 
wf.at  is  prefent,  and  ftrikes  our  fenfes,  will,  on  the  whole,  a* 
gitate  moft,  if  not  all,  of  us  more,  than  what  is  diftant  and 
natural.  Still,  if  under  thefe  difadvantages,  we  fo  love  God 
as  to  keep  his  commandments^^  from  reverent  and-  thankful 
motives  of  duty  to  him,  we  give  him  that  proof  of  our  attache 
juent,  which  he  requires.  Without  this,  the  moft  fervent  af- 
ftrclions  will  be  unavailable;  and  with  this,  thecaliOett,  which 
arc  often  the  trueft  and  moft  perfevering,  will  be  accepted. 
Nor,  laftly,  arc  men  to  difpair  on  finding,  that  regard  to  a  bet- 
ter world  is  not  only,  as  an  inward  fentiment,  much  cooler* 
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hat,  «i  a  prtsctple  of  aftion,  much  faiotier  than  tbey  bavecaofe, 
to  wi(h ;  ai»d  the  workings  of  earthly  deiires  in  their  breails 
powerful  and  vehement.  For  if  the  vidorj  be  obtained,  the 
reward  flull  be  in  proportion   to  the  toll  of  the  combat.     And 

•  thoagh  it  be  not  a  complete  viGf^ocy^  jet  if  It  btr  a  real  one, 
God  ma^  enable  us  to  ga  onfr^mjlrengtb  to  Jlrength^  till  we 
are  M  <M  tbingt  more  than  conqaeron^.  Or,  ai  ttie  woril,  fail- 
iligs  that  wiii  diminilh  our  recompence,  may  hy  no  means  fo^« 
feit  it. 

But  though  a  few,  who  are  worthy  of  the  utmofl  regard, 
have  fo  peculiar  a  ferioufuefs  and  tendernefs  of  foulj  that  iheiv- 
iag  them  how  gentle  and  mild  in  reality  the  fecmingly  fevere 
dodrines  of  fcripture  are,  is  requifice,  both  to  fecure  their 
peace  and  dire^  their  condufl :  yet  the  general  propenlity 
U  much  on  tlie  other  fi4e  \  and  there  is*  moft  need  to  fear,  that 
when  once  the  precepts  on  this  head  have  been  acknowledged 
lo  fignify  nothing  impraflicable  or  extreme,  they  will  foon  be 
overlooked,  as  if  they  figni^ed  fcarce  any  thing  at  all.  Now,  . 
it  is  poiliible  to  deceive  oqrfelves  with  almoft  whatever  imagi- 
nation  we  will ;  hot  furely  it  i^  not  eafy  to  think  that  a  flight 
duty,  qf  which  the  word  of  God  fpeiks  in  fuch  teitns,  as  you 
have  already  heard  :    in  fuch  djschrations  as  that  of  St.  Jobn^ 

^ifanj^  man  lovp  the  worlds  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  bimff 
in  fuch  parables  as  that  of  the  rich  man,  who«  not  indeed  mere- 
ly for  enjoying  this  life,  but  for  faking  it  as  his  portion,  and 
looking  no  farther,  was  irrcyerfibly  doocped  to  the  place  of 
tormcni^.  We  piay  very  allowably,  in  our  paflage  through 
the  pref^irnt  world,  both  feel  a  complacency  in  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  the  road,  and  endeavour  to  procure  good  accooimpda- 
tions  upon  it:  nay,  by  moderate  attentions  of  this  kind,  pru- 
dently conduced,  we  may  qualify  ouifeiv.s  the  better,  botli 
for  the  buflnefs  allotted  us  during  x)ur  journey,  aQ4  the  em- 
ployment for  which  we  are  defigncd  at  the  conclufion  of  it. 
But  if  we  turn  afide  into  every  flowery  path,  and  cpgage  ;a 
every  purfuit  that  inclination  fuggefls  :  if  we  forget  we  are 
travellers,  confiJer  our  mns  as  places  of  abode,  and  adopt  the 
land  of  our  pilgrimage  for  our  country  :  what  ihall  we  anf //er 
^t  the  lad  to  him,  who  hath  fent  us  hither  to  do  his  work ; 
limitod  the  time  for  it 3  and  given  us  the  fulled  warning,  that 
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oyr  future  coilQitlon  depends  on  our  prefcnt  induftrj  or  ocg^U 
gcn^c  ? 
*  Let  us  refled,  therefore,  whilil  it  mtj  ^yail  as,  in  what 
mstiiner  we  are  going  on*  The  bulk  pf  mankind,  it  is  necet 
fary,  ihould  fpend  their  dajs  in  worldly  labours.  But  theq 
it  is  equally  necefiarj,  that  thefe  {hould  be  undertaken  from  s 
principle  of  religion,  cond^ded  fuitablj  to  the  laws  pf  r^gi« 
on,  and  accompanied  with  the  pradice  of  religious  duties,  pa- 
blic  and  private.  They  who  plead  want  of  leifure  for  devo- 
tion, can  always  find  enough  for  follies  and  fins.  Tbey  whci 
plead  want  of  capacity  or  inftrudion,  have,  the  meaneft  of 
them,  been  taught  and  learut  the  i^difpenfable  rules  of  life: 
to  believe  in  their  Creator,  their  Redeemer,  their  Sandifier^ 
to  behaye  virtuoufly,  ^va  mankind,  and  honour  God  :  doing 
whioh,  they  maj  ofl%r  up  to  him  a  Hfe  of  the  loweft  occupa- 
pations  in  fure  faith  of  his  acceptance.  And  if  fo  much  r^. 
gard  to  things  above  be  juftly  required  eyeu  pf  thefe  ;  what 
.  will  be  the  cafe  of  their  fuperidrs,  who  voluntarily  plong< 
themfelves  fo  deep,  either  in  cares  or  pleafures,  that  he  wbq 
xuade  them  is  not  in  all  their  thougbt4^ ;  or,  if  they  cannot 
help  fometimes  remembering  him,  is  ipdolently  forgotten  a* 
gain,  or  ftudiaufly  driven  out  ?  It  is  yerj  true,  bufinefs  mnft 
be  attended,  but  always  in  fubordination  to  the  one  thing  need- 
fill.  Kfcreations  muft  be  allowed  ;  but  not  fo  as  to  ^come 
the  great  end  of  our  being.  What  proportion  then  do  our 
employments  of  real  confequences  bear  to  our  trifling  ones; 
and  what  (hare,  even  of  our  ferious  hours,  do  we  give  to  God, 
to  improvetnent  in  virtue,  to  the  contemplation  of  our  latter 
end,  to  the  hope  of  immortality  ?  Too  probably,  much  may 
be  wanting  to  fit  many  of  us  for  our  final  account.  And  bow 
joyfully  foever  they  who  are  ccnfcioui  of  their  title  to  heaven, 
may  partake  of  the  iunocent  delights  on  cs^th  :  yet  it  is  dread- 
ful to  fee  thofe,  who  muft  know,  if  they  would  rc^cd,*  iheir 
guilt  to  be  unforgiven,  and  whofe  fentence,  whatever  they  ima- 
gine, is  pofiibly  juft  ready  to  fall  upon  their  heads,  running 
round  in  a  circle  of  thoughtlefs  gaities,  inftead  of  applying 
with  penitent  humility  for  pardon  and  grace. 
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But,  indeed,  wer^  the  goodnefs  of  fuch  examined^  as  4ire 
toQceived  bj  others  dod  themfelves  to  have  a  great  deal,  would 
it  not  prove  to  be  foUlj.dr  chiefly  relative  to  this  world  2  We 
do  jufiice  and  f<peak  truth  :    but  is  it  from  any  better  motive 
than  reputation  or  tonvcnience  ?    We  pity  and  relieve  the  fick 
and  poor :  but  have  we  a  like  concern  for  the  fpiritual  wants 
oitAttii    We  are  chafte  and  teikiperate  perhaps  :  but  is  it  be« 
bailfe  the  pure  in  heart  Jball  fie   God*^  or  to  avoid  expencci 
and  difeafe,  and  difgrace  ?  Our  very  fcnfe  of  duty,  is  it  of  duty 
bo  the  author  6f  our  beiiigs ;  or  do  we  not  confider  more,  what 
we  ov(re  to  ourfelves,  or  other  men,  thaii  what  we  owe  to  him  ? 
Our  obligations  to  our  fello whereat u res  we  acknowledge  frie- 
iguentiy ;  but,eiccept  it  be  in  common  a  phrafe,  that  comes  how 
and  then  out  of  our  nioQths  without  atteriding  to  it  \  when  do  we 
e^prefs  any  thankfuluefs,  any  fubje&ion^  aiiy  relation  at  all, 
to  the  giver  of  every  good  gift  ?  Or,  if  we  have  fehtimeots  q£ 
this  kind  how  and  then,  are  they  vigorous^  or  are  th^y  lan« 
gaid  ?    We  beftow^«  it  may  be  freely,  our  money,  our  time, 
our  pains,  to  gratify  our  fancier,  or  promote  our  intefdis,  ot 
(eri^  our  friends :    what  fiiare  of  thefe  db  we  employ  to  fup« 
poi^  the'cai1i&  of  reUgioh,  to  advance  the  divine  honour  ?  Tem- 
poral dtfa^pointments  fill  us  with  the  deeped  forirow :    but  dp 
fcveik  tranfgreffions^  and  efpecially  do  failings  atid  imperfedions 
in  chriftian  virtues,   iffeiS:  us  in  any  degree  approachitig  to  it  ? 
And  would  not  a  confiderable  folicitude  oil  fuch  an  account  ap- 
pear to  fome  of  us,  who  are  f^r  from  thinking  thethFelves  void  of 
religion,  rather  an  evidence  of  ^  difordered  mind,  than  a  well- 
grounded  concern?  Prol'pefls  of  temporal  advf^ntage  elate  ^s 
with   the  higheft  joy:    do  we  experience  equal  fatiifodion, 
though  we  ought   to  experience  much  greater,  inmi  the  hopes 
of  eternal  bleitednefs  ?  We  are  ufuaily  very  ssbbirbus  of  mak- 
tag  as  good  a  igure  as  we  poffibly  can  in  our  prefent  ilate : 
^hat  deiire  do  we  (hew  of  obtaining  an  honourable  diftinftioa 
iit  the  next?    Inftead  of  this,  we  fecm  careful  to  flcclude  all 
reflex  ion  bn  future  exiftence.     When  we  fpeak  of  the  death  of 
sus  acquaintance,  when  we  put  the  fuppoiition  of  our  own,  how; 
commonly  do  we  confider  it,  as  if  nothing  whatever  were  to 
follow  after,  and  how  feldom  as  an  tntroduftion  to  an  infinite* 
\j  more  important  life  !  Are  we  hot  indeed,  feme  how  or  other, 
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afhimed  to  ttientroti,  as  if  it  'Ivere'  {4»proper^  our  fcitk'tii  t 
jtidgemetit  to  e^ri^^,*  as  a  reafen  a^gainft  fis^  a  rndtiTe-tD  holi-^ 
nefs,  a  (\i'^port'ufnder  aAiAfon^  WW  acknowledge  ovrfehts 
influenced  by  it  tn  any  o*«  airticl^  of  ookidtift  ?  •  Or»  if  Yre  do 
admtt  Another  flate  to  ftfgg«ft  hfelf  to  os,  perhaps  *we  thiak 
more  t)f  tiell  i^kh  flavifh  terror,  than  of  hea^-en  yrkh  filial 
*  gratittide;'  Nay,  even  when  tro  think  of  beaten^  toot^an- 
monly,  if  the  truth  were  kiiown^  we  have  ejctr«itie)y  faint 
wlflies  for'it,  or  inclinations  towards  ft ^  Yet^  ve  caft  fteit'rer 
attain  it,  nor  enjoy  it,  without  k»vlngitr  and 'to  lov>e  iC  iif- 
deed,  we  tnuft  love  purity  and  Vencvolcnce,  the  cotnpany  »f 
'  good  men,  the  worfhip  of  God :  love  to  celfcbrat«,  th^  praifes 
'  of  him  that  fits  on  the  throne,  ahd  the  Ldmk  at  his  right  baod: 
-  to  meditate  on  the  mercy  of  our  heavenly  Father,  thecondcftcn- 
fioii  ahd  the  glories  of  his  eternal  Son,  the  gracicos  inf|HratiQns 
of  his  Holy  Spirit ;  onr  mifevahle  condition  by  nature,  oar 
blefled  one  through  the  gofpel  of  Chrift^  our  profpe^  of  im- 
proving in  pious  and  virtuous  affection  to  all  eternity*  N«w 
thefd,  it  may  be  feared^  are  tbe  things  of  all  others,-  abat  the 
-thoughts  many  of  ua  dwell  on  leaiV,  and  with  the  leaft  ia- 
tisfaSion :  yet  we  call  onrfelvea  ohriftians,  and  hope  to  be 
fav*d. 

Nor  muft  it  be  denied,  that  great  tmperfedion  in  fpiritiial 
defires  may  be  confiftent  with  a  flate  of  acceptance.  Bot  tbe 
farther  fuch  defires  come  ihort  of  their  due  vigour,  tbe  weak- 
er evidence  we  ihali  have  of  what  we  are  moft  concerned  ta 
•know :  the  nearer  they  advance  towards  it,  the  greater  will  be 
9ur  comfort  and  help  from  above  ;  for  to  him  thai  batb.Jhail 
bi given*:  and  though,  from  natural  caufes,  they  roaj  fink, 
without  danger,  beneath  what'  they  cnce  were,  in  fcnfibk 
warmth,  yet  if  their  pra&ical  effeds  begin  to  le0en,  itfiiouldbe 
an  alarming  admonition,  to  remember  from  wbewee  %ve  nn 
fallen^  and  repent  and  do  our  Jirjl  uyorh$\  ;  to  he  tvaicbfni 
and  Jlrengtben  tbe  things  which  remain^  that  are  ready  to 
diet.  *       .        .     • 

The  methods  to  reftore,  to  pre&rva  and  heighten  our  devont 
breathings  towards  tbe  Father  ^/pirits§^  and  the  place  of 
his  abode,  are  thefe :  that  we  appoint,  and  refclutely  fecure 
|o   ourfelves  frequent  feafons  for   examining  and  rediiying 
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Aofe  -wtoog  apprefaenfiond  ^f  things  which  our  own  corrupt 
iatQi«<,  th«  coiBilietce  of  ttie  w»orld»  and  the  fuggeflions  df 
th^  wfckcd  tine  ate  fo  iipc  to  give*  us  :  thnt  then  we  recollect 
the  vatiity,^  inaability,  and  momentary  duration,  of  every  earth- 
ly go?»d»  Uw  certaimy  of  the  unfeen  fUue,  the  eternal  continue- 
ante  of  its  joyt  find  fufferings^  the  infeparable  connexion  of  the 
«ne  or  the  other  with  our  prefent  fentiments  and  behaviour ;  tht 
itithority  and  holinefs  of  God,  our  own  frailty,  guilr,   ant( 
iVeaknefs  ^  the  fatrtfice  and  nrfurre&ion,  the  afccniion  and  in* 
terceffiop,  of  oaf  bleffcd  MediMo^ «,    and  whtn  We  have  filled 
our  fools  with'  thcfc  great    truths,  hcj  open  tlie  Working^  of 
iheoi  before  the  Lord  of  all,  in  fnitable  confciBons,  petitions, 
And  praifes :   that,  if  we  find  not  at  firft  the  pleafUre  or  the 
benefit  we  wifh  from  futh  exercifes,  we  pcrfevere  in  thfcffi  aar^ith* 
fianding;  yet  fo  as  not  to  Jet  thi^m  become  either  on  the  on'j 
hand  empty  forms,  or  on  the  other  ut^nec^ifary  burthen^ :  but 
employ  them  difcreetly,. as  means  to  arrive  at  our  end':  th^t 
we  a(B{l  our  devotions  and  reflexions  chiefly  by  the  inimitable 
Spirit  that  breathes  in  the  holy  fcriptiires  :  but  alfo  by  fheufii 
of  other  good  books,  and   religious   converfation,   jodicioufly 
choien :  that  we  abftain  confcientioufly,  as  faif  as  we  can  froiii 
^very  thing,  of  every  fort,   which  we  find   hath  a  tendency  to 
corrupt  or  deaden  our  hearts  ;  but  particularly  that  we  flieltet 
our  tender  piety  from  the  blafts  of  fcoflTers  with  the  utmoll 
caution  ;  indeed  rather  hide  it  from  their  knowledge,  than  ex- 
pofe  it   to  their  ridicule,  yet  never  deny  ourfelves  to  be  what 
we  arc  :  that  we  conftantly  attend  the  public  fer vice  of  God, 
not  as  a  matter  of  cuftom  orenrertainment,  but  with  a  faithful 
care  to  join  fervently  in  his  worfliip,  to  learn  meekly  from  his 
word,  and  cherifli  by  reflexion  afterwards  whatever  good  imprcr- 
fions   we  have  felt  at  the  time  :  that  we  flaredly  come  to  the 
holy  table  with  due  preparation,  vow  peculiarly,  in  partaking 
of  it,  to  live  hy  tht  faiib  of  the  Son  ofQod*\    and,  as  we  pro* 
fefc  uniting  ourfelves  to  him   hj   means  of  it,  remember,  that 
he  who  is  Joined  to  the  Lord  u  one  fpir'a\^  Nor  ftould  we  con- 
fidcr  only  the  doty  p{  being  heavenly- minded,  but  alfo  its  ad- 
vantages.     We  fhall   e.-afe  to  fear  death  in  proportion  as  we 
fet  our  affeftions  on  what  is  to  follow  it;  and  ha^e  hope  as  an 
anchor  of  the  foul^  fure   and  fledfajl^  and  which  entsreth  int<f 
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that  within  the  vaiJ,  whither  the  fore^runmr  is  entered  fir 
tii*,  .  We  Ihall  fcom  to  injoy  thefUafures  of  Jin  for  a  feafoi^ 
if  we  have  r^eQ  to  the  r^c^MpdUte  of:  re^alrd ;  bear  what- 
ever fufferings  our  chriflian  obediencb  maj  e^pofe  Us  to,  at 
Jkeing  him,  who  i*  iuvifiifh^i,  W^  ikalt  take  JoyJUIfy  t^e  Ic& 
of  worUlj  ^oodSf  inovfing  we  ia^e  in  heaven  a  better  and 
an  enduring  fuhJlanceX*  Wbcn  we  are  deprived  of  our  deareft  ^ 
friends,  we  ihall  refrain  our  voice  from  weepings  and  our 
eyes  from' tearsj  for  our  work  Jball  he-  rewarded^  and  thy 
Jball  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy\.  We  ihall 
run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  Jet  before  us^  looking  auti 
yefus^  who  endured  the  crofs,  defpijing  thefbame^  ahd  isfet  dov:n 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God\[.  The  more  Ive  coutels* 
platQ  him;  the  luore  we  feel  we  love  him,  the  ihore  we  ihall  co^ 
fcqaditlj  feel  nfce  are  beloved  by  hiin*  Ahd  when  ^eaice  ue 
have  tafiedy  that  the  Lord  is  graeious%  we  fliall  he  filed 
with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing^  and  abound  in  hopftbroagh 
the  ppwer  of  the  Holy  Chofi**f  till  we  ban  iay  experimeou 
ally  with  the  Pialmiil,  /  am  alway  by  thee :  tbom  haft  hdi^ 
en  me  by  fny  right  hand.  Thou  fbaU  guide  ««r  wiA  thy 
counfely  and  after  that  receive  me  with  glory.  Whom  barn 
J  in  heaven  but  tbeef  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  /&/j/ 
dejire  in  comparifon  of  thee.  My  fUJbandmy  heart  faiUth: 
hot  God  is  the  frength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  foir  - 
everyx* 
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fr$$h'jgn9  I  wrki  n9  fiew  commandment  aniotyoa^  hmt  an  old 
commufidmentf  vAich  yr  had  from  the  beginning",  the  old 
commandment  is  tbi  wordf  v>bichye  have  heard  from  the  he-'' 

*  ginning. 

Again^  a.  neiv  ^ommanAnent  I  writ^  unto  you  s  %)bich  thing  u 
truriuiim  ^nd  in  you;  hecavje  the  dartnefs  is  fajl^  and  the . 
trmeJightrnp%»fUnith» 

rpH  E S E  wards  co9t^in  a.  very  ufeful  piece  d  ioftruAion, 
exprefled  io  a  manner  fomewbat  obfcure  and  enigoia* 
tical,  on  purpofe  to  excite  that  atteation,  which  they  will  £ooa 
reward  by  the  difcovery  of  their  meaning.      Probably  tbey 
were  defigned  to  be  more  efpecially  iinderClood  of  the  great 
precept,  inculcated  immediately  after  them,  of  univerfal  good« 
win :    an  ong;inal  duty  of  mankind,  but  ftrangely  forgotten 
throughout  the  earth,  till  our  Sayiour  taught  it  more  clearly, 
and  enforced  it  more  flrongly,  than  had  ever  been  done  b^ore. 
Yet  they  are  equally  applicable  to   the  whole  of  chriftianity'; 
and  it  might  very  well  be  the  apo(lle*s  meaning  to  extend 
them  To  far,  and  fet  forth  in  them   a  truth,  wonderfully  fitted 
to  give  both  a  juft  and.  engaging  notion  of  the  gofpel :  that  its 
general  purpofe  is  to  make  men  happy,  by  reftoring  amongft 
them  the  belief  and  pradice  of  the  primitive  univerfal  religion 
of  rational,  beings  :    and  that  its  peculiar  doSrines  were  all  in* 
troduced  by  the  change  of  human  circumftances,  and  are  the 
fame  in  fabftance  with  thofe,  of  whidi  the  Patriarchs  and  yewe 
ttceived  impcrfeft  notices,  and  typical  reprefentations  in  antient 
lime :  that  bcin^  thus,  in  refped  of  God's  early  promulgation 

of 
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of  it,  an  old  ammandm/ni ;  it  wm  yet,  with  refpefi  to. the  ^e 
in  which  our  Saviour  republiihed  it,  a  m^f  one  t  Z9  darkntfi 
had  covered  the  wor^y  which  by  his  means  was  driven  awav : 
and  the  light  of  truth  difplaycd  again,  with  a  bright]ie£>  aud 
leviving  wariitb,  till  then  unknown.  For  cbriftianity  added 
much  evidence  and  diftindnefs  to  nkany  important,  and  maoy 
comfortable  article^  x>f  faith  ;  and  then  build bg  on  them 
the  correfponding  obligations  of  duty,  cdmpletcd  on  the 
old  foundations  a  ftru£iure|  only  fo  far  new  as  the  ftate  of 
mankind  required  it  iliQuld  be.  This  is,  doubtlefs*  an  ad- 
vantageous view  of  the  cUriftian  liifpenfation  \  reprefenting  i| 
as  doing  for  us  esadly  what  we  needed  to  have  done  \  and 
thsLt  it  is  likewife  a  juii  yiew  of  it,  (  Ih^l  ^tideayour  t9.fli€W, 
by  laying  before  you. 

The  nature  of  religion  as  it  fiood  at  firft^ 
The  condition  pC  mankind  afterwards  :  and 
The  ficceL  of  the  gofpel  to  that  condition. 
The  duty  of  man,  fo  £ar  as  it  was  difcovo'aUe  to  him  by  rob* 
fon,  wliilft  he  continued  innocent,  rouft  confift  in  love,  honour, 
aild  obedience,  ^  his  Maker,  BenefaQor,  ixA  Sovereign  Lprd, 
joined  with  tlie  care  of  copying  the  divine  goodnefs  in  his  be- 
haviour to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  the  divine  holtnefs  in  ibe 
rational  gcyernmenc  of  himfelf.  '  It  is  piain,  that  he  could  be 
obliged  to  no  more,  unlefs  God  was  pleafed,  by  revelation,  10 
fuperadd  more  ^  and  as  plain,  jthat  he  was  obliged  to  the  wbok 
of  this.  For  to  pretend  reverence  to  our  Father  in  hravni, 
yet  to  mifufe  his  children  and  our  brethren  on  earth  ^  or  U) 
behave  with  afFeAion,  dutifulnefs  and  gratitude  amoogft  them, 
and  yet  fiiew  none  to  him ;  and  to  profefs  both  a  righteous 
and  godly  life,  yet  to  fail  of  the  obligations  of  a  fober  one, 
contradi&ing  and  debafing  reafon  by  broul  ezcefles  8i:d  irre« 
gularities,  !s  evidently  faulty  and  inconfiilent.  The  fame  rr* 
gard  to  truth  and  right,  which  requires  any  of  thefe  things,  !«• 
f^uires  them  all.  So  that  neither  piety  and  morals  can  be  fe- 
parated  from  each  other,  nor  any  part  of  either  from  the  reft : 
but  the  whole  hath  one  foundation ;  and  is  indeed  one  temper 
of  mind^  only  exerted  towards  different  objefis.  In  this  hap- 
py reditude  of  heart  and  behaviour,  confiils  the  image  of  God, 
the  perfection  of  man,'  the  original  religion  of  ail  creatorrs, 
capable  of  religion,  throughout  the  univerfc. 
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^^uppofing,  ^thci'ifore,' ad/^tfrcatare  fallen  from  this  blefled 
Sate,  reftorin^  hirrf'to*  •  ir a^ti* muft  be" the  only  ultimate  end 
to  which   any*^  ufefal  '^Acfekvotirg  of  his  otvn,'or  any  gracious 
dt!i^n3  ofiie*ven  fot  hts' gdoii,  <f?rii  be  directed.     Kow,  this  is 
6ur  cafe.     We  a'rs' fallen,  •bjp-tHC  fault  of  ourfirft  parents 
Iranfgrefling  an  eafy  revbiikd  comm^ndiherit,  fuperadded  very 
jiiUly  to  thcit  natur«d   ones,   as  a  further  trial  of  their  obedi^ 
cnce ;  we  are  feUen,  I  fty,  thus  from  uprighttiefs  of  nature 
ffnJ  immortaHiy :    and  tve  feel  convincing  effefts  6i  that  me- 
hncholy  chartge.     We  are  alfo  fallen  by  our  own  fault,  1ow6r 
iijil,  fiom  peribnal  innocence  into  perfonal  guilt ;    and  from 
this  condition  we  want  to  be  recovered.     But  that  we  cannot 
be',  nor  dcfire  to  be;  till  vre  are  fenfible  of  our  mifery  and  dan- 
ger, and  forfy  for  the  fins  that  have  rcdu<*d  us  to  fo  wretched 
.  a  coiicUiton.     Here  then  btrgins  the  neccffity  of  repentance :  a 
duty  fjr  which  th ire  was  no  room   in   the  primitive  ftate  of 
thing-i ;  but  in  oufg,  the  ground- wotk  of  all  that  we  have  to 
Ifnp^  for.     And  this  duty  comprehends,' nbt  only  that  we  con- 
Iftmh  buVIfchres  of  foHy,  for  having  afted  contrary  to  our  ih- 
tertffts-^  'knd  of  bafenefs,  for  having  Violated  the  diAates  of  our 
inward  fenfe^of  Virtue ;    but  of  ill  defert  in  -difobeying  God. 
'•^fbfc  grief'  and  Ihamft  attehdiug  repentance  will  vary  in  their 
tx'plfeffion,  'according  to  the  variety  of  mens  hatursQ  conftJtu- 
\ti0n3.'     But  difapprobltion  of  fin,  and  care  of  amendment,  kre 
'*Aecfe{fliry  prt)ofs  of  its  gcnuinenefs*      And  to  thefe  the  offfen- 
^def  Is  abfOlutely  bound,   how  fmall  foever  his  hope  of'pardotx 
'TriS'y'be.     Fbr  having  done  amifs  can,  in  no  circumftances,  jufti- 
*fy  the'rieglea  of  doing  better:  and  every  increafe  of  guilt  muft 
'  "be  expe^lbd  to  incr^ jfe  the  puniftiment. 

Bat  ftiil,  as  oiir  fiwrit  and  vigour  in  a£ting  Willbe* propor- 
tionable to  the  encouragement  on  which  we  aft;  without  fome 
good  profpea  of  forgivenefs  and  acceptance,  men  Would  have 
r>  littlfe  heart  to  go  through  the  difiicuhies  of  reformation, 
that  fcarce  any  regard  to  religion  would  be  prefervedln  the 
world.  And  therefore  God  hath  enabled  us,  by  the  mere  ufe 
of  reafoo,  to  conclude  it  probable,  that  as  goodnefs  is  always 
the  objed  of  his  favour,  fo  whenever  we  return  to  it  really, 
though  imperfeaiy,  he  will  look  on  us  anew,  with  teoderneis 
and  complacence.  For  Ukie  as  a  father  pit  it  th  his  cbUdren^fo 
the  LordpuUth  them  that  fear  him  :  fort  be  knowth  our  frame. 
Vol.  II.  Gg  ^^     i\ 
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he  rememberetb  that  nve  are,  hut  iuji^.  But  then,  wtiethcr  it 
be  confident  with  the  holineik  t>f  his  naturei  and  the  honour 
of  his  government,  that  repentance  (hould  obtain  pardon  in 
all  cafes,  or  in  which  :  and  whether  in  anj«  without  fome  ad- 
monitorj  and  exemplary  corrcftion  firft  ;  and  how  fcverc  fuch 
corredion  may  be ;  though  it  nearly  concerns  us,  who  caoi 
fay,  unlefs  knowledge  be  given  him  from  above  ? 

Another  point,  of  greater  importance  to  fallen  and  finfal 
man,  is  this.  Partly  by  the  original  depravation  of  our  na* 
ture,  partly  by  our  aAual  tranfgrefGons,  the  firength  of  the 
human  mind  is  grievoufly  weakened,  and  we  fird  in  ourfelves 
a  fad  inability  of  doing,  what  yet  we  know  ve  ought  to  do^ 
and  were  made  for,  and  cannot  become  happy  without  doing. 
Now  what  {hall  relieve  us  here  ?  When  indeed  we  contem^ 
plate  God^s  continual  providence  and  care,  even  over  the  mean- 
eft  of  hie  works,  &nd  refled  that  the  improvement  of  his  ra» 
tional  creatures  in  piety  and  virtue  nvuft  be  the  principal  end 
of  his  creation  ;  we  cannot  but  hope,  that  he  will  condefceod 
to  aiTift  us  in  it  \  infpire  us  with  good  purpofes,  and  direft  and 
Arengthen  us  in  the  execution  of^hem.  But  ftill  hope  is  not 
certainty :  and  the  weaker  oor  hope  ist  the  fainter  will  oor 
efforts  be :  and  whether,  after  great  and  habitual  fins,  we  may 
promife  ourfelves  the  aid  of  his  fpirit  at  all,  though  then  we 
need  it  moft,  reafon .cannot  judge  on  any  certain  grounds. 

A  third  moft  material  article,  on  which  it  throws  a  little 
light,  but  a  light  greatly  overcaft  with  clpuds  and  doubts,  is 
that  of  *  future  ftare.  Confidering  tlie  immortal  nature  of 
man's  foul,  the  evident  capacity  it  hath  for  much  higher  de- 
grees of  knowledge  and  virtue,  than  it  ever  attains  here  :  and 
the  earneft  defires  of  a  future  being,  which  the  wifcft  and  bcft 
men  feel  beyond  others :  confidering  the  many  miferies  to  which 
we  are  fubjeft  in '  this  life,  the  few  and  low  enjoyments  of 
which  we  are  capable,  and  the  ilrange  di^roportion  with  which 
both  arc  divided  ;  while  the  good  too  frequently  fuffer  every 
thing  that  is  terrible  for  the  fake  of  their  goodnefr:  and  the 
•bad  very  commonly  obtain  the  utmoft  profperity  by  the  means 
of  their  wickcdnefs  :  men  have  never  failed  in  any  age  of  the 
world  to  entertain  fome  expeftation  of  a  better  and  more  equal 
ftate  hereafter.  But  how  long  or  how  Ihorl  its  duration  will 
be,  how  great  or  how  fmall  its  rewards,  and  what  qualifications 
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will  intitle  us  to  any,  and  what  fliare  of  chem  ;  our  unaflifted 
faculties  only  gucfs :  and  the  fcbjecl  appears  in  a  very  great 
meafure  to  lie  out  of  our  reach. 

But  the  divine  mercy  gav«  additional  hopes  to  men  from 
the  very  beginning,  beyond  what  rcafon  was  able  to  fnrnifti ; 
with  ufeful,  though  general  and  ohfcure,  intimations  of  the 
'  means,' by  which  thefe  hopes  were  to  be  accomplifhe.d.  Our 
firft  parents  were  told,  that  thcjeed  of  the  woman  Jhould  bruife 
thi  head^  and  dcftroy  the  power,  of  thaty^r/vyz/*,  which  had 
brought  into^hc  world  fin  and  death,  Sacrifices  were  accepted, 
as  early  as  the  days  of  AheL  Enochs  for  liis  piety,  though 
undoubtedly  not  a  faultlefs  one,  was  tranflAted  to  a  happier 
life.  Noah  was  affured,  that  the  fpirit  of  Cod  flrove  lOith 
menj-,' to  reform  them^  And  thefe  reviving  truths,  poffibly 
with  many  more  circumftances  and  evidences  of  them,  were 
certainly  propagated  amongft  all  A^oaA*s  children:  of  which 
there  remain  clear  and  numerous  footfieps  in  the  following 

But  by  degrees  negligence  and,  wickednefs  introduced  igno- 
fance  and  fuperftition  :  and  thefe  in  thei^  turn  augmented  ne- 
gligence and  wickednefs  :  till  the  patriarchal  doftrines  were 
forgotten  or  perverted  ;  the  fpiritual  worfliip  of  God  laid  afide 
for  idolatry  ;  and  his  nature  and  perfections  fo  grofsly  mifun- 
derflood,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  pardon  of  fins,  affiftance  in 
right  condud,  and  a  recompcncc  after  death,  were  either  not 
thought  of,  or  expefted  on  conditions  abfurd,  and  even  immo- 
ral. For  the  knowledge  of  the  commonbft  duties  of  life  was 
in  many  cafes  utterly  loft  ;  and  flaocking  crimes  confidered  as 
perfeftly  lawful,  nay  exalted  into  afts  of  religion.  ^Fhus  then 
did  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  St. 
Paul^  walk  in  the  vcmity  of  their  minds^  having  the  undtrfland^ 
tag  darkened^  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  GodX* 

Sappofe  now  any  one  to  have  made  it  his  bufinefs,  in  this 
lamentable  ftate  of  things,  to  te3ch  men  their  duty  to  GocJ, 
their  fellow-creatures,  and  themfelves ;  and  to  have  given 
them  only  fuch  inftru£lions  in  it,  with  fuch  hopes  of  accept- 
ance and  recompence,  as  the  mer^  light  of  nature  could  afford  j 
what  a  publifhcr  of  good  tidings,   what  a  noble  benefaftor  to 
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mankind,  would  fuch  a  one  have  been  !  And  had  ke  fanher 
appointed  a  number  of  his  followers  to  travel  through  every 
land,  combat  tlie  reigning  errors  and  follies,  eilablifli  the  truih 
in  their  fte^d,  and  fettle  a  facceflion  of  men  to  fupport  it  for 
ever ;  how  highly  vvould  the  inftitution,  and  the  aiAtbor  of  k, 
have  been  honoured  by  the  well-difpofed  throughout  the  earth! 
But  no  perfon  appeared,  who  had  either  abilities  to  exe- 
cute, or  greatnefs  of  mind  to  conceive,  fo  vaft  and  excellent 
a  defign.  The  founders,  lawgivers,  and  rulers,  of  kingdonw 
and  commonwealths,  if  thej  ftudied  the  temporal  welfere  of 
thofe  under  their  care,  for  which  thqy  often  provided  very  ia- 
judicioufly,  had  little  farther  regard  even  to  their  morals,  aod 
to  their  religion  fcarce  any  at  all :  but  patronized  and  fet  up 
"whatever  form  of  it,  either  the  people  were  accuftomed  to  ob- 
ferve ;  or  their  own  fancy,  or  the  example  of  their  neighbours, 
happened  to  fuggeft.  So  that  there  was  not,  for  many  ages, 
in  all  the  known  countries  of  the  Gentile  world,  a  fingle  in- 
ftance  of  rational  public  wodhip  of  the  true  God.  Then  for 
the  philofophcrs  ;  moft  of  them  fpent  the  chief  of  their  time 
in  fpeculations,  that  had  fna all  connexion  with  virtue  and  pietj. 
And  they  who  did  turn  their  minds  to  examine  into  the  obh- 
gations  and  the  hopes  of  men,  had  very  imperfeft,  very  erro* 
neous,  notions  of  both  ;  tolerated,  and  even  applauded,  great 
fins  ;  had  fcarce  any  n .it ion  at  all,  either  of  inward  humility, 
or  of  repentance  towards  God  ;  were  very  wavering,  to  fay  do 
worfe,  in  their  belief  of  future  rewards  ;  and  had  yet  lefs  ap- 
prehenfions  of  future  puni&ments.  Befides,  they  differed  frota 
one  another  in  moft  material  points,  but  all  agreed  in  coin- 
forming  to  whatever  falfe  worfliip  was  eftabliflied  :  and,  had 
they  held  more  truth  than  they  did,  were  fo  little  regarded,  in 
anything  right,  by  the  generality  of  their  fellow-citiicns; 
that  they  confined  tlicir  difcourfes  to  a  fmall  number  of  their 
private  difciples,  and  left  the  multitude  to  liv^  and  die  like 
the  beafts  that  perilh.  This  undeniably  was,  and  had  locg 
been,  the  cafe,  wlien  chriftianity  appeared.  And  though  hu- 
man reafon  m'^ght  have  taught  men  more  than  it  did  ;  vet  tbey, 
whom  It  did  nor,  were  never  the  better  for  that  pofQbili- 
ty  :  nor  was  there  any  likelihood  of  its  becoming  fafi. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  Gentiles.     That  of  the  Jev:: 
in  the  mean  time  was  very  different,  but  became  at  length  a1- 
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moft  as  bad.  Thej  fiad  received,  from  their  anceftor  Abra^ 
Jbam^  further  notices  of  God^s  gracious  intentions.  They  had 
received,  from  their  legiflator  Mofes^  a  great  blefTing,  an  authon 
rized  written  fyftem  of  true  religion  and  moral  virue ;  with 
additional  precepts,  to  prcfprvc  them  .from  idolatry,  feparatc 
tliem  from  the  nations  that  profeffed  it,  and  exhibit  to  them  a 
•more  particular,  but  dark,  repreCentation  of  good  things  to 
come,  which  would  naturally  engage  their  attention  and  ez« 
pe^tion  all  along  ;  and,  being  explained  when  Gc4  faw  fit, 
would  ibow,  that  the  purpufe,  which  he  executed  in  laitcr 
times,  he  had  formed  in  the  e^rliefl.  After  this,  they  receiv- 
ed from  a  long  fucceiEon  of  prophets,  ampler  and  more  fpiritual 
inftru&ions,  fuller  afiurances  of  God's  forgivenefs  and  gt'ace,^ 
clearer  notifications  of  a  future ilate,  and  more  circumRantial 
accounts  of  an  extraordinary  perfon  to  arifc  from  the  family 
oi  David^  by  whom  all  the  divine  bleilings  were  to  be  convey, 
ed  to  all  the  world,  on  the  condition  of  believing  and  obeying 
him. 

Thefe  undoubtedly  were  great  .advantages.  Yet  for  a  long 
time,  notwithiHnding  them  all,  they  wefe  continually  alTociat*  . 
ing  idols  with  the  true  God,  and  ^ven  thevileft  parts  of  hea- 
then worfliip  with  his.  .  A^d  when  they  came  to  profefs  a 
drifter  adherence  to  their  own  religion,  they  grievoufly  per- 
verted the  moft  effcntial  articles  of  it.  They  worked  them- 
felves  into  a  hatred  of  other  nations,  againft  whom  they  were 
indeed  commanded  to  be  on  their  guard,  but  ftill  to  love  them. 
They  promifcd  themfelvcs  a  temporal  deliverer,  toeftablifh  for. 
their  benefit  an  univerfal  kingdom  of  this  world,  inftead  of  one 
to  free  them  from  fin  and  death.  They  neglefttd  the  weigh- 
tier, the  mora)  parts  of  their  law  ;  and  grew  fo  minutely  and 
abfurdly  obfervant  of  the  ceremonial,. that  at  length  they  ima- 
gined, their  whole  duty  to  God  confifted  in  outward  forms; 
bj  a  fcrupulous  pradice  of  which  they  conceited  themfelves  to 
merit  every  thing  from  him,  without  any  one  good  quality 
within.  • 

When  therefore  the  wifdom  of  the  wifeft  nations  had  prov- 
ed fooliflinefsl  and  the  piety  of  the  beft  inftrufted  fadly  de- 
generated into  fuperfiition,  our  heavenly  Father  mercifully 
and  feafonably  fent  forth  his  Son,  to  renew  the  old  command- 
ment vjbicb  waj  in  the  beginnings  to  perfedl  thofe  additions  to 
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h  which  the  alteration  of  buaian  ctrcumftaoces  h«d  required* 
and  perpetuate  the  knowledge  of  tke  whole  to  the  end  of 
time. 

That  the  ultimate  dtiign  of  chriflianltj  is  re-efitbliihing  the 
love  of  Gody  the  love  of  men,  the  love  of  virtue,  is  obviouflj 
plain  from  the  whole  New  Teftament:  particularlj,  from  our  Sa- 
viour's ftrrmon  on  the  mount ;  from  his  anfwer  to  the  queftion', 
which  is  the  gnat  commandment  in  the  law*  :    from  St.  Jameses 
declaration,  what  is  pure  and  undeJUed  religion  before  God  and 
ih^  ¥ather\ :  from  St.  FauPs  difcourfe  to  the  Athenums :  from 
his^'obi'ervation,  that  low  is  the  end  of  the  commandmenft: 
from  his  explicit  aflertion,  that  the  ^rmce  of  God  appeared  for 
this  purpofe,  to  teach  all  men^  that,  denying  vngodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufisy  they  fhould  live  foherly^  ^ighteoujly^  and  godiy^  n» 
this  prefent  worlds  looking  for  the  glorious  bope^  of  a  better. 
And  the  re-eftablifhment,   which  the  gofpel  hath  made  in  this 
jefpeS,  is  perfed.      It  requires  fuch  love  of  God,  as  wiU  in- 
cline us  eSeftuallj  t«  imitate,   as  well  as  honour  him ;  fiidi 
love  of  men,  as  extends  to  the  whole  world,  and  feeks  both 
the  temporal  and  the  fpiritnal  good  of  all ;  fuch  love  of  viitoe, 
as  Is  free  from  oftentation,  from  aufteritj,  from  felS- opinion. 
It  lays  us  under  a  neceilitj  of  remembering,  that  we  are   frail, 
that  we  are  finners  ;   and  therefore  moft  firmly  bound  to  hn« 
mility  in  oar  own  hearts,  mildnefs  towards  others,  penitence 
in  the  fight  of  God.     To  thofe  who  are  in  any  degree  thm 
difpofed,  it  not  only  repeats  the  obfcurer,  yet   inftnidive  and 
comfortable,  iatimations,  of  pardon,  grace,  and  reward  ;  which 
the  patriarchal  ages  enjoyed,  as  a  light  fbining  faintly  in  a 
dari  place\\  ;  and  which  after- times  loft,  and  wandetied  on  in 
the  thickeft  night:  but  it  vifits  men  like  the  day. ffring from 
on  high,  clofe  followed  by  the  fun  of  righteoufiiefs  beaming 
forth  to  cheer  Our  hearts,   and  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace^*     Ipflead  of  the  fhadows  and  figures  of  the  Mofaic  law, 
which  veiled,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  concealed,  what  they 
exhibited ;  it  prefents  us  with  the  undifguifed  truth  ftid  very 
fubftance  :  fets  before  our  eyes  that  great  atonement  to  the 
juftice  of  heaven,  which  other  viftims   were  appointed  to  pre^ 

figrtify  i 

•  Matth.  xxii.  ji.  t  James  i.  27. 

\  I  Tim.  i.  J.  §  Tit.  ii.  11,  1 2. 13. 

I  %  Pet  i.  19.  1  Luke  L  78,  79. 
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fijpify;  and  opiNia  tbe  whole  treafure  of  divine  bounty  ;  ifree 
{orgirenefsV  kind  affiftaace,  eternal  happineia,  to  the  worft  oi 
fianen,  on  the  equitable,  the  advantageous  terms  of  ingenu- 
ous ibrrow,  thaakffll  £aitb,  and  univerfal»  though   flill  imper. 
fed,  obedience.       Come  tvery  one  that  thirfiethi^   come  to  tht 
vmters  of  life,  and  tuy  without  money  and  without  price* »     In- 
fiead  of  a  heavy  yoke  of  ceremonial  reflraints^  and  rigorous 
obfervances  unexplained,  neceflary  for  the  immature  and  in* 
judicious  age  of  tbe  ^ifti?^  difpenfteition  ;    God  hath  coniider*- 
ed  chriftians  as  grown  np  to  a  manly  capacity  of  rational  fer-* 
yice,  and  fuller  knowledge  of  his  counfeh^     H«  htith  therefore 
communicated  to  us  a  much  gteater  ntrmber  of  docbrifral  tnitfis, 
all  fitted  to  indrud  our  worfhip,   and  inflame  our  gratitade : 
but  hath  reduced  our  ritual  performances  to  two  :    both  of 
them  clear  and  important  in  their  meaning ;  eafy  and  9fft€t\nf; 
ia  their  ufe,  and  fully  guarded  againft  being  efteemed  beyond 
their  ufe  :  firil,  baptifin,  which  mod  aptly  fignifies  our  engage- 
ments to  preferve  ourfelves  from  the  defilement  of  fin,  ani 
God's  promife  to  look  on  as  as  free  from  the  gnilt  of  it ;  thei% 
the  holy  £ueharift  ;   which,  with  equal  propriety,  exprefies 
our  Saviour's  giving  bis  body  to  be  broken,  and  his  blood  to 
be  (bed,  for  the  fake  of  man  $    and  our  being  nouriihed,  an4 
flrengtbcned,  and  unifted,  to  hiito  for  ever,  by  imbibing  and 
digefttng  his  doAtine,  and  receiving  into  our  fouls,  by  faith^ 
the  beneficial  influences  of  his  de^th. 

Thlis  then  the  new  eommandmentj  delivered  by  onr  blefled 
Lord,  is  an  authentic  republication,  both  of  the  primitive  re- 
ligion of  man  before  the  faH,  abd  of  the  additional  inftrudion>» 
given  hSn  after  it ;  with  fuch  improvements  of  thefe  laft,  as 
make  up,  together  with  the  former,  a  complete  inftitution  of 
piety,  fitted  to  anfwer  all  our  neceifities  to  the  world^s  end.* 
To  prevent  or  deted  any  corruptions  or  miftakes  in  fo  impor« 
tant  a  fyftem  of  doSrine^  the  bleiDd  Author  of  it  hath  pro- 
vided, that  we  ihouldf  hive  the  very  words,  in  which  he  de- 
livered it, ^corded  in  the  gofpels  ;  and  his  true  meaning  con- 
firmed, and  further  explained,  in  the  writings  of  his  immedi- 
ate difciples.:  which  ineftimable  treiirure  providence  hath 
watched  over  through  every  age :    and»  by  its  ajGftanc^  the 
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old  cothmandmeni  hath  once  in  thefe  latter  days  heen  reCcucA 
from  dangeroud  perverfionsi  and  happily  reftored  to  its  crigf* 
nal  purity. 

But  befidesy  he  hath  made  yet  another  provifiod  for  fecurio^, 
not  only  the  genuine   belief^   but   the  faithful  pradice  of  it. 
As  man  is  a  foetal  creature,   and  capable  of  receiving  at  lead 
as  much  benefit  from  uniting  in  religion^  as  in  other  things  .- 
fo  he  hath  formed   his  followers  into  a  fpiritual  fociety,  or 
church ;  to  celebrate  the  ivorfiiip  of  God  more  folcmnly«  ard 
bear  a  public  teftimony  to  his  truths  ;    to  exhort,  and  provolf 
0he  another  to  love  and  good  worh*i  to  re/lore  in   tbejfirit  cf 
meekneft  tSem  that  are  overtaken  in  fault s^^  but  put  a'SJcayfr^K, 
amongfi  them  the  grofsly  and  obftinately  wicked\\  that,  if  pof- 
fible,  the  reverence  of  fo   awful  a  cenfure  may  bring  thtra  tu 
recoiled  themfelTes  and  repent ;    or,  fuppofing   it  fails,  that 
jet  the  innocence  of  the  reft,  and  the  honour  of  the  chrifiian 
name,  may  be  preferved4     And  that  all  this  may  be  perfonn* 
ed  in  a  due  manner,  he  hath  inftituted  a  regular  fubordination 
and  fucceffion  oi  pajlors  and  teachers^  for  the  perfeSing  6/  dtt 
faints^  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrifi  §.     An  appoinU 
ment  evidently  fuitable,  both   to  the  nature  of  a  being,  which 
fo  greatly  wants  inftru&ion  and  admonition,  as  man  ;  and  to 
the  nature  of  a  religion^  that '  will   fo  very  well  bear  to  be 
ihewn  in  a  full  light.      However  defectively,  therefore,  or 
wrongly,  this  inftitution  may  be  adminiftered  through   our 
faults  ;  or  how  much  foever  it  may  be  defpifed,  or  obll^uflcdt 
through  yoors  ;  yet,  in  itfelf,  it  is  vifibTy  of  excelltrnt  ufc  ;  az^'« 
which  is  remarkable,   peculiar  to  the  religion    delivered    in 
fcripture*     For,  in  the  Gentile  world,  through  many  centuries* 
we  have  no  one  inftance  of  any  public  teaching,  much  lefs  any 
moral  difcipline,  attending   their  worfhip.     And  indeed  when 
Julian  attempted  to  fet  up  preachers  of  heathenifm,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  thofe  of  chriftianity,  it  was  immediately  foretold  hinsf 
and  the  event  verified  the  predidion,   that  what  had  proTcd  lb 
effedual  to  eftabliih  truth,' would  only  ferve   to^xpofe  and 
ruin  error. 

Such  then  being  the  nature  of  our  holy  religion,  and  fucli 
the  methods  taken  lo  preferve  it  from  corruption,  and  mak 

A 

•  Heb.  K.  44,  as-        J  t  Gal.  vi.  i . 

t  1  Cor.  V.  13.  5  Eph.  iv.  ir,  it 
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it  1  perpetual  inftrument  of  prefent  and  eternal  happinefs  to 
maokinds  whoever  iincerelj  honours  God,  loves  his  fellow- 
creatures^  or  wiihes  well  to  his  own  foul,  muQ  fee  and  feel 
hinfelf  deeply  concerned  to  embrace  and  refped  the  gofpel  of 
Cbrtjl  \  which  God  cannot  have  revealed  for  fuch  noble  pur« 
pofes,  and  left  any  one  at  liberty  to  (light  a  fingle  parf  of  it. 
Bat  then  we  mult  remember,  that  neither  profef&ng  nor  ad- 
mirlog  it,  will  fcrve  for  any  thing  but  our  condemnation ; 
onkfs  we  receive  it  unto  an  honejl  and  good  heart* ^  and  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  it.  in  pious  and  virtuous  lives.  little  chiU 
dren^  let  no  man  deceive  you  :  he  that  doth  righteQufne/s^  is 
fighttous :  be  that  commttethjin^'is  of  the  devil.  For  this  pur^ 
pofi  the  Son  of  God  was  manifefied^  that  he  might  dejlroy  the 
woris  of  the  devil  h;  and  hereby  we  know  that  we  knoi^  him, 
if  we  keep  bis  commandment iX» 

*  Jftirk  IT.  2£.  Luke  vlit.  15.        f  j  Jobn  iii.  7,  9.       }  1  Jahnli.  ^ 
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SERMON    LXII. 

The  Tendency  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  its 
Miserable  Pkryersiok  by  Human  Defrayity. 


Matth.  X.  34. 

7^i»i  not  that  I  am  come  to /end peace  on  earth  ;  I  came  not  /• 
fend  peace ^  butafword^ 

nPHATthrfe  words  of  our  blcflcd  Saviour  «xprefs»  not  the 
defign  of  his  appearing  in  the  world,  but  the  eflfefi  it  would 
have  very  contrary  to  his  defign,  through  the  wickedneCi  of 
men,  both  his  life  and  dodrine  fufficientlj  (hew :  and,  indeed, 
all  forts  of  men  have  acknowledged.  For  though  too  manj 
Chriftians  have  afted  as  if  thej  U0derftood  him  to  defire  what 
he  only  &retels,  and  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  his  words 
good:  yet  none  of  them,  I  think,  haveev^r  profefTed  to  under- 
(land  him  fo.  And  inQdels  themGslves  have  done  him  the 
juilice  of  allowing,  that  he  meant  to  eftabli(h  good-will  and 
virtue  among  men.  But  then  his  religion,  they  fay,  bath  fo 
miferably  failed  of  anfwering  his  purpofe,  hath  produced  (ach 
dreadful  evils,  and  been  of  fo  exceeding  fmall  benefit,  that  they 
cannot  imagine  a  wife  and  good  being,  as  God  is,  would  ever 
take  fuch  very  extraordinary  methods  as  the  gofpel  afTerts,  to 
introduce  and  eftablifh  it.  And  though  few,  it  may  be  hoped, 
will  think  it  reafonable  to  carry  the  matter  thus  far:  yet  many 
may  be  tempted  by  fuch  confident  affirmations,  if  not  to  doubt 
of  the  ttuih  of  chriftianity,  yet  to  have  lefs  delight  in  it,  Icfs 
thankfulnefs  and  zeal  for  it,  than  they  would  otherwife  have. 

We  ihall  do  well,  therefore,  to  enquire,  both  hoi^  far  the  fafts 
allcdged  in  this  objcftion  are  true,  and  whether  the  conclafion 
drawn  from  them  is  juft. 

That  confiderable  evils  have  taken  their  rife  from  our  Sa- 
viour's dcftrine,  mud  be  owned.     He  himftlf,  we  fee,  deckres 

they 
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thej  wouM  :  and  he  had  reafon  to  declare  it  in  terms  as  ftrong, 
as  the  truth  woul^  warrant.  For  as  the  Jews  expefted  nothing 
bat  peace  and  profperity,  for  ihcmfclves  at  leaft,  under  their 
Mejfiah^  it  was  both  honourable  and  prudent  to  give  them  fair 
warning  of  wh:^t  was  to  happen,  that  thej  miglit  not  fiift  be 
elevated  with  falfe  hopes,  and  heated  into  prefumptuous  be- 
haviour, and  then  complain  they  had  been  deceived  and  milled, 
Bcfides.  as  he  undoubtedly  thought  the  leaft  degree  of  evil  a 
great  deal  too  much,  he  could  not  fpeak  flightly  of  that  which 
he  fofefaw.  But  ftill  he  could  never  defign  tp  fay,  that  it 
Would  over-balance  or  go  near  to  equal  the  good :  for  thus  he 
might  have  difcrcdited  his  own  milSon,  and  contracliaed  the 
whole  te^pttf  f>f  bis  own  difcourles. 

The  allegations,  therefore,  of  the  argument  before  us  cannot 
be  proved  from  this  text,  rior,  indeed,  from  any  other.  But 
the  ^hole  prdof  muft.  be  drawn  from  the  natural  tendency  of 
chriilianity,  and  the  eaqicrience  of  its  efieds.  Now  it  cannot,  con- 
liftentlj  with  commoo  roodefly.  be  denied*  that  the  tendency  of 
chriftianity  to  the  welfi»rc  of  mankind  is  very  powerful.  Juf- 
tice  9nd  mercy,  obedience  to  faperiors,  condefcenfion  to  infe- 
riors, mutual  tendernefs  and  mutaal  ufefulnefs,  are  the  main 
precepts  that  every  where  occvr  inr  it ;  to  thcfe  peculiarly  th-j 
reward  of  ev^rlafting  happinefs  is  annexed  ;  and  nothing  ci^n-> 
trary  to  them  is  ever  taught  throughout  the  fcripturc.  It  i;* 
very  true,  pleas  have  been  made  from  it  in  fupport  of  tyranny 
and  cri^elty  \  but  they  are  fo  abfolutely  groundlcfs,  that  unbe- 
lievers themfelves  have  vindicated  oqr  religion  in  this  refpe*^, 
by  charging  it  on  thofe  whom  they  apprehend  to  claifn  exor. 
hitant  powers,  that  they  aiTumed  what  their  own  facred  book^ 
did  not  give  them  the  leaft  colour  for. 

Nor  indeed  do  I  rememiber  any  accufation  againft  the  gofpel, 
as  hurtful  in  its  nature,  at  all  worth  notice,  excepting  that  of 
the  great  ftrefs  it  is  fuid  to  lay  on  right  belief :  from  whence, 
we  are  told,  all  who  imagine  each  other  to  believe  amifs  have 
beeii  prompted  to  reciprocal  hatred  and  peifecution  ;  wherea*^, 
the  heathens  had  no  articles' of  faith,  and  therefore  lived  in 
peace  *.  But  indeed  every  profeflion,  both  of  religion  and  ir^ 
religion,  muft  have  fome  belief  to  ground  itfelf  upon.:   elfe  it 

H  h  i  will 

•  j5ee  Letter  to  the  Mlniflef  of  Httfut^  p,  7,  and  the  Anfwer  to  U. 
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will  be  a  profeiSon  of  nothing.  Deifis,  stud  evea  Atbciils, 
hftve  their  creed ;  confifting,  as  thej  would  find  upon  inquirj/ 
of  much  ftranger  doctrines  than  ours  doth  :  which  alfo  thej  be. 
licve  to  be  of  vaft  importance,  oihcrwife  they  wpuld  be  felf- 
condemned  for  propagating  it.  Naj,  if  we  maj  judge  of  what 
many  of  th^m  would  do,  by  the  fpirit  th^j  oianifeft  ia  vbat 
they  fay  ;  as  they  invei^Ji  againft  chriilianity  now  both  with 
bittemefs  and  unfaimefs,  they  would  employ  againf^  it,  if  they 
had  power,  violence  as  well  as  fraud  *•  Then,  as  for  th^  hea« 
thens,  whofe  mildnefs  in  thefe  matters  is  fo  extolled  \  both 
Jevis  and  Cbriftiani  had  moft  dreadful  experience  of  their  waof 
of  it.  Nor  were  they  by  any  means  totally  guili^efs  of  relir 
gious  quarrels,  among  themfelves.  Nor  hath  the  gofpel  gWen 
the  lead  encouragement  to  fuch  quarrels  by  the  faith  it  re- 
quires. So  much  faith  it  muft  require,  as  may  be  a  foucda* 
tion  for  the  duties  it  enjoins.  But  all  unneceiTary  fpeculaiions 
it  condemns  in  the  fulkft  and  ftrongeft  terms.  Be  mens  faith 
ever  fo  right,  it  tells  them  plainly  they  fliall  never  be  reward- 
cdy  without  every  part  of  a  good  life  :  and  be  their  faith  ever 
fo  wrong,  it  neither  permits  unkind  ufage  of  them  in  this  worKl 
nor  harlh  judgement  with  refpcd  to  another.  Thcr^  are,  in. 
deed,  awful  denuncfarions  in  the  bible,  againft  fuch  as  corrupt 
the  gofpel,  turn  the  ^r ace  of  God  into  lafcivioufnejs  \  ^  or  abufe  it 
to  patronize  any  kind  of  immorality.  But  nothing  fcverc  is 
ever  faid  of  well-meaning  perfons  that  iniflakei  nor  any  thing 
morefevere  ofbad.men  that  err  in  opinion,  than  of  bad  men 
that  do  not.  Nor  can  there  be  ft  rider  inji^ndions  agah'.ft  auj 
thing,  or  enforced  with  better  arguments,  than  thofe  of  Chrifi 
and  his  apoftles  againit  all  forts  of  perfecution.  So  that  had 
they  eftabli&ed  ever  fo  many  articles  of  faith,'and  laid  ever  fo 
much  weight  upon  them,  yet  as  they  have  certainly  laid  t^ual 
weight  at  leaft  on  brotherly  love,  mutual  forbearance,  and  oni- 
verfal  charity ;  they  can  never  hare  authorifcd  doing  anv  harm 
in  the  world.  And  the  religion  ,  they  taught  is  confeficdij 
fitted  to  do  all  the  good  in  it,  which  the  pureft  precepts,  and 
the  ftrongcft  inducements  to  pradife  them,  the  moft  regulsr 
care  to  inftruft  men,  and  the  moft  frieqdly  difcipline  to  watch 
over  them,  are  capable  of. 

Yet 

?  See   LtUnd  againft  Tinial^  VoL  I.  p.  3oa->3ia, 
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Yet  fooie,  notwithilaading,  wiUinfift,  that  iq  faft  it  hath  done 
)iarni:  and  againi^  fa£Lther$  is  no  arguing.     Bat,  in  th^  nature 
of  things,  Dothing  caii  do  what  it  hath  no  inanner  of  tendency 
to  do.     ChriftiaQity  therefore  may  have  been  th^  pretence, 
my  have  been  th^  ocoafioPi^of  evil;  but  the  caufe  it  cannot. 
However,  let  us  enquire,  what  the  proof  is  of  its  having  any 
way  occafioned  near  fo  much  harm,  as  it  hath  direftly  pro- 
4uced  good.     We  readily  cotifefs,  n  long  catalogue  may  with 
wfe  ht  given  of  the  fins  and  fufFerings  that  have  followed  its 
appearance  and  cftablilhrnent.     In  the  firft  place,  iti  profeffora 
linderwent   grievous  pcrfecutions  from   the  reft  of  mvinkind. 
Bat  evidently  (his  is  no  more  to  be  charged  upon  chriftianity, 
than  the  injuries\hich  the  wicked  have  oftan  done  to  the  good, 
on  account  of  their  voodnefs,  are  to  be  charged  on  moral  virtue. 
In  the  next  place,  tAe  Jtw,  having  offended  God  by  their  in- 
human treatment  of  the  gofpcl,  were  permitted,  by  his  jull 
providence,  to  turn  the  fame  bitter  fpirit  againft  each  other, 
«nd  againft  the  Romans,  and  fo  to  bring  on  themfelves  utt^r 
deftruAion.     l^ut  b<?re  alfo  chriftianity  is  perfeflly  ftleaif,  ui^- 
kfs  it  be  an  ipnocept  man's  fault,  that  a  criminal  is  punilhed 
for  having  robbed  or  murdered  him.     And  thefe  things  it  pro- 
bably was  that  our  Saviour  had  chiefly  in  view,  vhen  he  fpoke 
JQ  the  text  of  a  /word  to  be  /ent  on   the  earth  y  or,  as  per- 
haps,  it  fhould    be  tranflated,  on  the  i(ir^d,  |he    country    of 

But,  we  muft  acknowledge  farther,  diftord  anddivifions  pre- 
Yiiled  very  foon  among  chriftians  alfo,  and  procTticed  lament, 
able  effcras  :  tiU  they  came  at  length'^  to  exereife  barbarities  one 
towards  another,  equal  to  any  they  had  fuffered  from  infidels. 
But  then  it  ought  to  be  allowed  U3  in  return,  that  though  un- 
juft  fpiritual  ccnfures  began  even  in  the  fecond  century,  and  the 
low  de/rees  of  temporal  perfecution,  fuch  as  baniihment  ahd 
confifcation,  in  the  fourth,  very  foon  after  they  had  power  : 
yet  the  utmoft  extremities  were  introduced  much  later,^  nor  did 
they  receive  the  formal  fanftion  of  die  fupreme  authority,  till 
many  ages  after.  I  believe  twelve  hundred  years  had  paflld, 
before  any  law  was  made  in  any  cliriftianftate  for  putting  men 
to  death  on  acconnt  of  erroneous  faith.  Since  that  time,  in- 
deed, moft  fliocking  tragedies  have  been  afted  by  a  wicke4 
real  for  religion.  But  then  many,  that  have  feemed  to  proceed 
from  that  caufe,  were  but  the  real  truth  fcwwu^  would  in  all 
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likelihood  be  fouhd,  and  indeed  often  Tiiive  been  foandf  to  pro- 
ceed from  quite  other  motives.  Interefts  and  refentments  liave 
been  covered  pei*petua11j  with  a  maflc  of  piet  j.  Zealots  have 
often  been  only  the  inftruments  of  parties,  ivhile  they  feemcd 
to  be  their  direflors  ;  and  the  mifchief,  done  in  the  name  of 
God,  woiild  have  been  is  certainly  done  without  it  under  feme 
other  pretence,  if  that  liad  hot  offered  itfelf.  Religion  is  a  fpc- 
cioiis  plea  ;  an^  iherefoie  was  ufed  whenever  it  could  :  bnt 
any  plea  will  ferve  for  what  men  are  bent  to  do.  And  if  the 
mifcliiefs  that  have 'been  difgaifed  under  a  form  of  godlincls, 
could  not  in  fome  cafes  have  been  foeafily  or  effeftually  accom. 
pliflied  elfe :  yet  the  whole  of  them  ought  not  to  be  attributed 
even  to  the  pretence  of  p''ety  ;  but  only  fo  piuch  as  would  poi 
have  happened,  had  not  that  been  ufed.  Religious  animofitics, 
religious  wars,  have  been  frequent  and  dieadful.  But  can  we 
imagine,  that  if  thefe  had  been  avoided,  no  others  would  have 
arifen,  during  all  the  time  that  they  have  filled  ?  Such  a  Qutioo 
would  argue  (Irgnge  ignorance  of  human  nature.  So  that  m 
^agcs  when  the  world  hath  appeared  to  fuffer  very  snuch  from 
the  abufes  of  religion,  it  m^y  indeed  have  fuffered  very  little 
from  them.  And  of  what  it  hath  fuffered,  one  great  part  may 
liave  proceeded,  not  from  the  bigotry  of  belie vcfs,  but  the  arti- 
fices of  Aich  as  were  inwardly  unbelievers. 

But  befides  the  evil  of  difcord,  chriflianity  hath  been  accufcd 
of  obflrufling  knowledge,  and  promoting  ignorance  in  ihc 
world  *.  But  in  what  condition  was  the  world  before  chriflia- 
jiity?  pid  not  the  grcffeft  ignorance,  about  matters  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  men,  prevail  almpfl  every  where,  even 
in  the  poHtefl  and  beft  inftrufted  nations  ?  And  if  the  fucceedirg 
times  were  pot  learned,  what  elfe  could  be  expeded  ^  when  the 
Roman  empire  debafed  and  funk  under  tyranny  and  luxury, 
before  it  received  the  gofpel,  was  foon  after  diffolvcd  by  that 
inundation  of  barbarians  that  overfpread  Europe  with  war  and 
defolation  ?  By  thefe  heathens  it  was  that  arts  and  fcierccs 
were  brought  fo  low.  What  remained  of  learning,  remained 
among  chriftians  :  and  as  they  became  chriftians,  they  fliared 
in  it.  Little  was  left  indeed.  But  had  it  not  been  for  the 
profeffors,   and  particularly  the  teachers  of  this  religion,  to 
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which  fome  would  impute  all  the  dafknefs^of  the  middle  ages, 
every  monument  of  Ifincient  days  muA  ^obaMy  have  been 
loft  *.    Chriftians  they  w,cre  too,  and  principally  clergymen, 
that  have  reftored  and  improved  learning  finte;  and  the  chrif- 
tian  world  is  at  thi^  day  the  feat  of  it.     Nor  will  the  unbe- 
licvers  amongft  us,  I  am  perfuaded,  pretend  thaf,   what  they 
ha?e  contributed  to  make  it  fo,  is  at  all  mateqal  in  comparifon, 
or  prefume  to  mention  the  names  of   their  few  az^d  arrogani: 
leaders  in  competition  with  the  multitudes  of  truly  great  men, 
who  have  adorned  the  faith  of  Cln-iji  by  tl>eir  diftinguiftied  ei- 
cellence  in  every  branch  of  philofophy  and  literaturo.     Indeed 
ieinuDg  is  of  fuch  eminent  fervice^  both  to  the  underflanding 
and  the  proof  of  our  religion,  that  we  mud  of  neceilitj  fupport 
it.     And  aceordingly,   more  are  bred  up  to  leanviiig  with  a 
view  of  being  dedicated  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpeI,lhan  with 
any  other  whatever.     Few  of  them>  in  proportion,  wc  own, 
make  great  improvements  :  but  few  in  any  profcfTion  do.  And 
•  preferving  thus,  though  it  be  but  a  moderate  degree  of  know- 
ledge, amongft  men,  cannot  fail  to  be  exceedingly  ufeful  \  efpe- 
cially  of  that  knowledge  which   immediately  relates  to  their 
moral  condu^.     But  were  in&delity  onpe  to  prevail,  the  chief 
induceoieiYts  to  all  applications  of  this  Ibrt  would  ceafe :  fcarc6 
any  one  would  taks  the  pains  to  learn,  what  it  would  be  no 
one's  peculiar  duty  to  teach  y  worldly  purfuits  and  fenfual  In- 
dulgences, having  little  to  check  them,  would  almofi  wholly 
cngtofs   the  attention  of  mankind  ;  and  produce  not  only  a  ne- 
gleft,  but  a  contempt,  of  more  liberal  (Indies  ^  as  I  fear  we  have 
begun  to  experience  already. 

But  wc  dall  be  told,  that  how  little  harm,  or  how  much 
fcrvicc  foever,  chriftianity  may  have  done  to  learning  ;  it  hath . 
contributed  nothing  to  the  virtue  or  happinefs  of  mankind^ 
and  therefore  cannot  be  a  religion  worthy  of  God.  Now,  orx 
the  contrary,  wc  apprehend,  it  hath,  contributed  to  toth  thefe 
very  greatly  :  and  it  feeo^s  the  extremity  of  urireafcnablenefs 
to  fay,  that,  in  Tpite  of  all  its  precepts,  proniifes  and  threaten- 
ings,  it  can  make  multitudes  bad,  and  yet  by  the  force  of  them 
all  can  niaike  no  one  good.  There  is  vifibly  no  poflibility  that 
eitlier  better  rules  of  life  fliould  be  given,   or  more  interefting 
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motives  to  obfcnre  thenii  tliad  the  fs^tpA  hftdi  ^tven.  It  mxik 
therefore  reform  thorfe,  whom  vnj  dodrine  can  :  and  the  onl/ 
bbjeftioit  againft  it  on  this  head  mail  be,  that  it  doth  not  re- 
form thofe  whom  no  dodrioe  can. 

Still  it  will  be  faid ;  look  into  the  hiilory  of  chridian  op- 
tions, into  that  of  thechriftian  olergj  in  particular  ;  and  vibsfc 
Will  jou  find,  but  the  fame  wrong  indications  and  wrong  be* 
haviour,  in^at  leaft  the  fame  degree  asamongft  bther  men^  And 
it  muft  be  owned,  the  profcffors  of  the  gofpcl  in  general,  but 
the  miniftcrs  of  it  above  aU,  (bccaufe,  though  on  the  whofe 
we  have  by  no  means  been  worfe,  yet  we  ought  to  have  been 
far  better  than  the  reft)  have  much  caufe  to  be  hamble  before 
God  and  .the  world  for  the  dilhononr  we  have  done  by  our  ne- 
gligcnce,    oar    fenfuality,    oar    haughtinefs,   our    ambitioDi 
our    covetoufoefs,    our    unfaimefs,    our    bittemefs,   to    the 
tcortby  and  holy  name  whereby  we  are  called.     But  as  to  thtf 
degree  of  thefe  faults,  it  (kould  be  obferved,  that  if  litis  aod 
follies  make  the  chief  figure  in  chriftitn  hiftories,  fo  they  do 
and  muft  in  all  hiftories.     Virtuous  and  quiet  times,  be  they 
eve^  fo  long,  virtuous  and  quiet  meti,  be  they  ever  fe  many, 
famtfh  ufually  but  Sender  materials  for  a  narration,  and  fill 
up  but  a  fmall  fpace  in  it  \  Whereas  great  notice  is  taken  of  die 
bad  things  that  are  done  in  the  worid«  partly  from  a  natural 
diflike  of  wickednefs,  partly  from  perfooal  hatred  to  fome  of 
thofe  who  commit  it,  and  partly  alfo  from  the  pleafure  men 
have  in  framing  comparifons  advantageous  to  themfelves.  But 
efpccially  the  failings  of  fuch  as  lie  under  peculiar  obligatioos 
of  being  pious  and  exemplary,  win  always  be  feen  in  the  very 
ftroBgeft  light,  and  blame  thrown  upon  them  beyond  aU  pro. 
portion,  when  they  a&  amifs.     But  when  men  a£t  well,  and 
things  go  on  right,  very  little  is  faid.     The  good  do  not  pro* 
claim  their  own  goodneCs :  and  the  world  is  feldom  very  ia« 
quifitive  about  it ;  hath  other  matters  to  mind ;  thinks  at  (he 
moft  they  do  but  their  duty,  and  is  much  apter  to  feek  for,  aod 
imagine  faults,  than  to  own  and  remember  virtues^ 

In  the  primitive  times,  when  few  were  tempted  to  profeli 
the  faith  of  Cbrifl  but  fuch  as  embraced  it  in  earneft,  and  his 
difoiples  were  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  the 
fruits  of  the  gofpel  bore  a  moft  convincing  teftimony  in  its  fi* 
vour.  But  when  once  the  profeiBon  grew  general,  and  pro* 
Stable :  when  real  and  pretended  chriftians  were  mixed  toga^ 
T^  and  the  virtuea  hid  amongft  the  imnooral,  no  wonder  if 
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then  the  benefit  was  lefs  remarkable.  The  whole  promiicu- 
oas  coIle£Uon  going  ^  all  tinde^  one  name,  and  many  of  them 
feeming  bat  little  the  better  for  their  fatth,  bbth  partial  and 
carelefs  obfervers  have  haftily  concluded  that  few  or  none  are 
the  better  at  alV  And  yet,  there  are  great  numbers  on  the 
whole,  much  greater  than, either  the  prefane  are  ready  to  think* 
or  even  the  pious  have  commonly  the  means  of  knowing, 
whofe  heans  and  lives  their  belief  hath  wonderfully  amended  : 
feme  of  good  difpofitions  raifed  by  it  to  eminent  goodnefs : 
others  of  bad  difpofitions  excited  to  refift  them  effedually. 
And  how  much  tli^  infiu«nce  of  religious  principles  and  re« 
ligious  perfons,  whom  our  Saviour  calls  the  fak  ofihe  earth* ^ 
may  contribute  to  preferve  even  the  bad  part  of  mankind  from 
utter  corruption  and  difTolution,  is  not  perhaps  often  fufficicnt- 
]y  coB&dered. 

Bat  were  it  trtie,  though  it  neither  is  nor  can  be,  that  the 
virtuous  would  be  equally  virtuous  without  the  precepts, 
without  the  promifes,  without  the  grace  of  the  gofpel ;  yet 
there  is  no  pretence,  that  they  would  be  equally  happy  too.' 
For  the  ch  rift  fan  doArine  if  adapted  throughout  in  the  higb. 
eft  degree  to  fupport  them  tinder  the  difficulties  of  duty,  and  , 
the  afflidions  6f  life,  \rj  fucfa  affiirances,  as  reafon  unaiBfted 
can  never  give,  that  God  will  pardon,  ftrengthen,  and  reward 
them,  both  here  and  to  eternity.  Poffibly  to  fome  this  may 
feem  at  prefent  a  fmall  matter.  But  there  will  come  a  time, 
may  it  come  before  it  be  too  late  \  when  they  will  be  fen(i« 
Ue,  that  thefe  are  the  moft  important  of  all  things. 

It  muft  not  be  objefted,  that  believers  in  the  gofpel  are  of-^ 
ten  full  of  doubts  and  terrors,  tor  believers  in  natural  reli- 
gion alone  have  infinitely  nHore  caufe  for  tjiem,  asi>oth  their 
rule  and  their  hopes  are  infinitely  more  obfcure.  Npr  muft  it 
be  argued,  that  if  chriftianiry  adds  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
virtuous  here,  it  adds  alfo  to  the  uneafinefs  of  the  vicious : 
for  they  ought  to  be  uneafy  for  the  world's  fake  and  their 
0^11.  Ir  may  force  them  to  grow  better  ;  if  not,  it  may  re- 
ftrain  them  from  growing  worfe:  at  lead,  fooner  qr  later,  it 
may  bring  them  back,  in  part,  if  not  wholly  ;  an  t  thus  pre- 
vent an  unknown  quantity  of  evils,  3^'hich  elfe  they  would 
fuffer^  and  make  thofe  around  them  fufter.     So  that|  indeed, 
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one  perfon^  where  the  gofpel  is  at  all  underfioodt  can  weU 
'  fail  to  be  in  fotne  refped  a  gainer  by  it.  And  be  its  good 
influence  ever  fo  fmall  on  each  fingly,  yet  the  fum  total  tnaft 
be  very  large.  It  is  foon  faid  in  an  angry  mood*  that  religion 
doth  no  good ;  for  the  world  cannot  be  worfe  than  it  is.  But 
confider  a  little  what  the  face  of  things  would  be,  were  the 
forming  hand  of  chriilian  education  to  ceafe  from  its  work, 
and  the  continual  warnings  of  chriClian  inftru&ion  to  be  laid 
afide.  Nothing  could  be  fubflituted  comparable  to  them : 
Nothing  would  be  fubftituted  at  all.  Attempts  for  it,  if  they 
were  made,  which  probably  they  might  not  be  in  haile,  would 
be  difunited  and  inconfiftent,  difregarded  and  fuccefslefs :  all 
perfons  would  be  left  in  a  great  meafure,  and  the  lower  and 
larger  part  intirdy*  to»  the  guidance  of  appetites  and  paiSons 
grown  up  wild,  with  a  very  poor  mixture  of  a  reafon  unin- 
formed, and  more  likely  to  be  fubfervient  apd  do  mifchicf, 
than  gorern  and  do  good. 

Nor  have  they  alone,  who  profefs  chriilianity,  been  made 
wifer  and  better  by  it,  but  others  alfo.  The  chief  part  ol 
what  is  valuable  in  the  Mahometan  religion,  which  bath  fpread 
exceedingly  wide,  is  ptobably  derived  from  the  Old  and  New 
Tefiament,  And  certainly  the  unbelievers  amongft  ourfelveSy 
who  would  fain  reprefeat  revelation  as  ufelels,  have,  nbtwith* 
{landing,  borrrowed  from  it  thofe  rational  notions  of  piety  and 
virtue,  which  they  pretend  to  be  the  natural  growth  of  their 
^  own  underftanding$.  For  few  or  none  of  the  mod  learned  of 
their  heathen  predecefTors  had  them:  but  fcarce  the  mod  ig* 
norant  of  their  chriftian  contemporaries  are  without  them. 

Nor  ihould  we  confider  only  wbat  good  the  gofpel  bath 
done  in  other  refpedls,  but  how  much  fuperftition  particular- 
ly it  h.«th  extinguifhed  or  prevented.  The  fuperfiitioos  it 
hath  occafioned,  we  are  continually  told  of:  but  many  feem 
to  have  forgot  thofe  it  found  in  the  world ;  the  mod  abfurd 
and  abjtQ,  the  mod  ezpenfive  and  troublefome,  the  mod  im« 
moral  and  barbarous,  that  could  be.  And  none  were  more  cr;M:I, 
or  upheld  by  more  dreadful  church- tjranny,  than  thofe  if 
the  Druidf^in  this  nation.  Now  who  can  fay,*how  long  anj 
of  ihefe  mi^ht  have  continued  ;  who  can  fay/  how  ronch  wor;c 
they  mi^lit  have  become,  and  have  been  at  this  day,  if  chrifti- 
anity  had  not  rooted  them  out?    The  very  grodtft  coirnptions 
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of  it,  "afterwards,  were  not  quite  fo  bad  as  thofe  prccccding 
enormities.  Befides,  in  many  countries,  but  in  none  more 
completely  than  our  own,  the  reformation  of  it  hath  driven 
out  thofe  abufes,  which  the  perverfion  of  it  brought  in  :  and 
it  continually  bears  teftimony  againft  them,  wherever  the  fcrip- 
tare  is  freely  read.  Superftition  is  by  no  means'  an  cffeS  of 
religion,  but  a  natural  weaknefs  in  the  human  mind,  to  which 
it  may  be  greatly  fubjeft  even  without  religion.  The  gofpel 
was  intended  to  deftroy  it :  the  clergy  are  intended  for  a  (land* 
ing  guard  againft  it:  and  though  too  much  of  it  ftill  prevails 
among  chriftians,  yet  very  much  more  prevails  in  all  the 
reft  of  the  world» 

Taking  therefore  into  our  view  the  whole  benefit  of  the 
Icripture«revelation,  both  what  it  hath  efe&ed,  and  what  it 
hath  hindred :  had  it  been  the  pretence  or  the  occafion  for  all 
the  harm  that  is  alledged,  it  may  yet  have  been  the  direft 
caufie  of  unfpeakably  more  good  :  and  nothing  can  be  unfairer, 
than  attending  only  to  one  fide  of  the  account,  inflead  of  both. 
Indeed  to  ftate  both  exadly,  or  make  any  balance  approaching 
towards  accuracy,  is  utterly  impoffible,  where  fo  vaft  a  number 
of  things  and  circumftances,  through  fo  large  a  part  of  the 
world  and  fo  long  a  fucceffion  of  ages,  muft  come  ia  before  a 
judgement  can  be  formed.  Every  one  may  aiTert  as  boldly 
as  he  will  to  the  difadvantage  of  chriftianity.  Bat  to  prove 
the  aflertion  from  fad  muft  be  infuperably  difficult.  And 
When  fafis  cannot  be  fufficiently  afoertatned  and  compared,  t})e 
prefumptton  W\\\  always  be  a  very  juft  and  ftrong  one,. that 
every  thing  hath  produced  thofe  efieSs  chiefly,  which  its  na* 
tural  tendency  fits  it  to  produce.  Now  the^good  tendency  of 
chriftianity  no  candid  and  confiderate  reafoncr  will  ever  dif* 
putc. 

But  one  objedion  farther  hath  been  raifed,  that  how  difficult 
foever  it  may  be  t^^  judge  of  a  feries  of  paft  times,  yet  the 
confequences  of  introducing  the  gofpel  into  heathen  nations  in 
our  own  times  may  be  judged  of:  and  we  have  imparted  it 
to  none,  but  we  have  made  them  worfethan  we  found  them. 
Now  fuppofing  this  dreadful  imputation  true,  is  it  by  teach- 
ing  them  our  religion  that  we  have  corrupted  them,  or  by 
teaching  them  fins  abfolutelyinconfiftent with  our  religion?  Had 
they  learned  our  chriftianity  without  our  debauchery,  which 
is  forely  no  part  of  it^  their  condition  had  been  infinitely  bet- 
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ter  than  it  was  before  :  and  had  they  learned  our  debavcbery 
without  our  chriilianity,  it  had  been  dill  worfe  than  it  is  now. 
Nor  doth  this  obfervation  hold  with  refped  to  them  only, 
but  ourfelves  too.  We  compare  the  prefent  chriftian  times, 
in  which  numberlefs  incentives  to  luxury  and  all  manner  of 
wickednefs  abound,  with  the  ancient  heathen  ones  when  tbe 
poverty  and  fimplicity  of  their  manner  of  life  fecored  them 
from  adding  artificial,  to  th^ir  natural,  vices  :  and  in  what- 
ever we  find  or  imagine  ourfelves  worfe  than  them,  we  afcribe 
it  to  our  religion.  Whereas  the  true  method  of  comparing  is, 
to  take  a  luxurious  heathen  nation  ;  Rome  under  its  emperors 
for  inftance  ;  and  a  luxurious  chriftian  one ;  and  then  fee  where 
crimes  will'  appear  to  be  mod  general,  and  carried  farthefl : 
only  making  4ue  allowance  for  *  one  thing,  that  the  fins  atid 
follies  we  are  offended  at  in  our  own  age,  will  look  greater, 
becaufe  they  are  prefent  \  and  yet  the  virtiTes  of  thofe  we 
live  amongfl  will  feem  lefs,  becaufe  love  to  ourfelres  will 
tempt  us  to  depreciate  thole,  with  whom  we  (hall  be  moft 
compared. 

But  fuppofing  it  ever  fo  quefiionaUe,  what  good,  or  erer 
fo  clear  what  harm,  hath  proceeded  from  chriftianity ;  how 
are  we  juftified  in  doubting  on  that  account,  whether  its  ori* 
gin  be  from  Cod  ?  Think  only  of  how  little  benefit  reafoa 
hath  been  to  a  great  part  of  maukind :  how  much  uneafioels 
it  hath  caufed,  by  enabling  them  to  rcfleft  on  their  own  difad* 
vantages,  dangers,  and  fufierings  ;  how  much  mifchief  it  hsth 
brought  to  paCb,  by  qualifying  them  to  contrive  and  execute 
ill  dtrfigns  againfl  each  other ;  Iiow  much  wifer  and  better 
many  brutes  are,  than  many  men  :  yet  doth  not  reafon  pro- 
ceed from  God?  Again,  what  innumerable  evils  in  all  ages 
and  countries,  have  civil  governors  been  the  authors  of? 
Tlie  abufes  of  chriflianity  cannot  have  produced  fo  much  evil, 
as  the  abufes  of  temporal  power,  becaufe  they  have  not  ex* 
tended  near  fo  far.  Yet  is  not  focicty  and  civil  government 
from  God  !  Indeed  if  nothing  could  be  from  him,  but  wbtt 
in  the  event  is  an  advantage  to  us ;  we  muft  deny  that  the 
very  being  of  many  perfons  is  derived  from  him:  for  too 
many  doubtlefs  had  better  never  hav^  been.  The  good,  which 
he  intends  abfolutely  and  unconditionally,  nothing  can  hinder: 
but  where  he  intends  only  to  afford  men  the  means  of  bcicg 

happy 


SER.tXII.      Itbt  ^cfUUncyoftheSpiritoftheGoffeh        153 

happy  if  they  will,  he  muft  leave  it  in  their  choice  to  be  o- 
therwife :  and  what  he  doth  for  them^  is  not  the  lefs  worthy 
of  him,  becaofe  they  are  fo  uaworthy,  as  to  difpife  or-turn  it 
againft  themfelves*  For  never  Cure  was  it  made  an  argument 
againft  the  value  of  a  medicine,  that  they  who  negle£l  to  take 
it,  or  who  mix  poifon  with  it^  are  not  the  better  for  it.  Who* 
ever  will  give  religion  leave  to  do  him  good,  will  always  be 
aa  evidence  of  its  ufefulnefs«  And  it  is  extremely  hard,  to 
have  thole  alledge  againft  us  that  there  are  but  few  fuch,  who 
are  continually  endeavouring  that  there  may  be  n^ne  ;  s^od  im- 
pute that  wickedneb  of  the  world  to ''the  waDt  of  eiEcacy  in 
chdiUanityi  which  is  fo  very  much  owing  to  their  own  pro- 
fane difcourfe  and  licentious  examples. 

But  farther :  the  gofpeUfcheme  is  not  completed  yet ;  and 
the  good  it  hath  not  done,  it  may  do  ftill.  It  hath  fubfifted  in- 
deed a  number  of  years,  that  feems  ^  large  one,  and  fufficient 
to  ihew  whatever  is  to  be  .expefted  from  it.  But  large  and 
fmaU  are  comparative  terms:  and  what  proportioti  its  dura« 
tion  hitherto  may  bear  to  that  which  it  hath  to  come,  or  how 
differently  the  power  of  God  may  be  exerted  in  its  favour 
hereafter  from  what  it  is  now,  we  none  of  us  know.  But  this 
we  know  certainly,  that  the  original  books  in  vihich  it  is  con* 
tained,  publiihed  at  its  firft  appearance,  foretold  both  its  paft 
and  prefent  corraptions,  and  its  future  purity  and  univerfal 
happy  fruits.  The  former  of  thefe  prediftions,  that  chriftiani- 
tj  fiiould  be  made  an  inftrument  of  tyranny  and  fuperflition, 
bloodflied  and  diffolutenefs,  was  a  very  amazing  one :  a  thing 
which  neither  any  fagacity  could  have  forc^leeii,  nor  any  en- 
thufiaft  have  believed ;  nor  any  impbftor  would  haye  declared, 
if  he  had  believed  if.  And  therefore  the  fa6t,  joined  with  the 
prophecy  of  it,  far  from  an  objedion,  is  a  proof  of  oar  religi- 
on ;  and  (hews  us  to  be  in  the  midft  of  an  event ;  the  melaa- 
choly  part  of  which  having  been  fo  remarkably  fignified  to  us 
before-hand,  we  ought  by  no  means  to  judge  of  what  will  fol- 
low as  we  (hould  in  a  common  cafe  ;  but  firmly  believe,  that 
as  the  myjiery  of  iniquity'^  hath  been  revealed,  the  myjlery  of 
God\  (hall  be  accomplilhed  like  wife,  and  truUi  and  virtue 
reign  on  this  earth. 

But  then  let  us  remember,   that  full  enough  hath  been  done 

to 
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to  verify  the  firft  fet  of  prediftions  ;  and  It  is  high  time  we 
ffaould  begin  to  make  good  the  latter.  That  Chrift  hatb^f 
afmord  on  earthy  no  one  doubts  :  let  it  now  be  our  care  to 
ihew  him  in  ,a  more  amiable  light,  as  the  Prince  of  peace. 
We  have  fufficientlj  made  the  go/pel  fttinijler  to  Jin  :  let  ns  tt 
kft  bring  forth ^«i>  by  it  unto  boHnefs.  Then  we  Iball  bear 
in  our  own  breafts  the  fureft,  the  happieft,  the  only  beneficial 
proof  of  its  efficacy  ;  and  have  out  converfation  fuch  amongft 
unbelievers,  ih^t  wbereoi  they  uovrfpeni  againjl  us  as  evil-do^ 
ers^  and  agaihft  our  religion  itfelf  for  our  fakes,  they  may  hj 
imr  good  worts  ^  which  theyjhall  behold^  giorify  God*:  thus 
bringing  forward  that  blefled  timey  when  the  vsolfjball  dwell 
with  the  lambf  and  the  leopard  /ie  down  with  the  kid ;  when 
theyjhall  not  hurt  nor  dejtroy  in  all  his  holy  mountain  :  for 
the  earth  Jhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lordy  as  the  trj* 
tets  cover  the  fea\. 

Yet  even  this  joyful  fccne  will  be  only  a  faint  fhadow  of 
that  eternal  fiate  of  blifs,  to  which  is  referred  the  complete 
vrindication  of  the  benefits  of  chriftianity  :  and  in  which,  how* 
ever  the  prefent  world  were  to  ga  on,  they  moft  appear  with 
irrefiftible  evidence,  when  the  righteous  Jhall Jbine  forth  as  tht 
Sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  FatherXi  when  GodJbaU  wipe  av^aj 
edl  the  tears  from  their  eyes^  and  there  Jhall  he  no  more  deaths 
neither  forrow  nor  crying^  neither  Jhall  there  be  any  more 
pain\. 

•  2  Pet,  ji.  I2»  t  Ifaiali  xl.  ^i  9. 

\  Mattb.  xiii.  43.  $  Rev.  xiL  4. 
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TseDajt^ou  avd  Misert  of  Loose  Morals,  and  ojr  Licssr* 
zious  AsaociATis.  « 
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And  bav9  n%felhwjbip  with  the  unfruitful  woris  of  darinefs : 
but  ratbtr  reprovt  tbem. 

TFthe  pra&ice  c£  their  doty  were  general  amongft  men,  it 
would  appear  to  all  of  us  as  we  come  forward  into  life,  not* 
withftanding  our  prefent  proneaefs  to  finfu^  indulgeaces,  e^ 
tremely  natural  and  eafjr.  fat  as  its  reafooableaefs  always 
Kcommends  it  to  our  underftandings,  and  its  amiablenefs  to 
oar  sffeAions,  when  unbiafied :  fo,  in  tliele  circttmftances,  the 
public  example  ofgoodneis  would  engage  bur  imitation,  the 
umverfal  efteem  of  it  excite  our  ambition,  and  its  beneficial 
confequences  plainly  (hew  it  to  be  our  true  prefent  interelL 
Allnremeats  to  unlawfal  pleafures  would  then  be  comparative* 
lyfew  ;  provocations  to  mutual  injuries  none  :  confcicAifnefs  of 
right  behaviour  would  make  men  pkafed  with  themfelves ; 
reciprocal  adfTof  juftice  and  kindnefs  would  make  them  hap- 
py in  each  other ;  and  experience,  that  there  being  was  a 
bleiSng  to  them,  would  produce  in  thtir  foub  affeftioaate  feiu 
timents  of  reverential  gratitnde  to  the  bountiful  Author  of  it* 
Such  we  ihould  have  found  the  world,  if  fin  had  not  entered 
into  it :  and  fuch  we  might  ftill  in  a  good  meafure  bring  it  to 
be,  if  we  would ;  if  mod  of  us  did  not^  befides  filling  our  own 
lives  with  guilt  and  mifery,  contribute,  by  a  variety  of  wrong 
behaviour,  to  render  our  fellow-creatures  alfo  wicked  and 
wretched.  This  we  all  fee  and  feel  to  be  the  real  ftate  of 
things  :  but  how  do  we  aft  iipon  it  ?  We  complain  grievouf* 
ly  of  each  other,  for  the  faults  which  we  each  of  us  go^on  to 

'  commit ; 
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commit :    wc  complain  even  of  providcifce,  becaafe  the  world 

i} only  what  we  have  made  it ;    and  alledge  the  mifcoodua 

of  our  neighbours  for  a  defence  of  our  own,  inftead  of  trjing  to 
mend  ourfclvcs  or  them :  whereas,  evidently  our  concern  is,  to 
have  no  fellow/hip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefi^  hut  ra- 
ther reprove  them ;  to  preferve  our  own  fouls  from  the  epidemic 
difccmper,  and  warn  thofc  around  us  of  the  danger  of  bebg 
infefted.  But  it  is  with  the  fccnrity  of  our  perfonal  innocence, 
that  we  are  to  begin :  without  which  we  fliall  feldom  in  camcft 
attempt,  fcarce  ever  fuccefsfuUy  profecute  the  reformation 
of  anyone  elfe  :  nor  will  tTie  greateft  fuccefs  in  fuch  cndcavoun 
avail  us,  if,  as  our  apoftle  expreffes  it,  when  we  have  jpreached 
to  others,  we  ourfelves  are  cajl  away*. 

The  firft  and  principal  confideration  then  is,  how  to  avdd 
^nyfeiloufbip  with  the  unfruitful^  a  gentle  term,  which  means 
pernicious,  works  of  darknefs.     Now  a  main  point ^f  caution 
againft  all  forts  of  peril  is  to  know,  from  whence  chiefly  we 
are  to  apprehend  it.     Bat  who  can  fay,  from  what  quarter 
out  virtue  runs  the  greateft  rifque,  in  a  world  fo  thick  fel 
round  with  various  temptations :    where  all  vices  are  fo  com- 
mon, that  it  fcems  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  almoft  of  neceffity, 
to  indulge  one  or  another ;    and  the  majority  of  the  guilty  b 
to  large,  that  each  confiders  himfelf,  in  fome  degree,  m  fcfe 
in  the  crowd  even  from  divine  difplesifure,  numbering  himfelf 
among  ft  the  muilitude  offnners,  and  not  remembring  that  wrath 
Huiii  not  tarry  longf:  where  our  eyes  and  our  ears  continually 
prefent  to  our  imaginations  crimes,  of  which  dfe  we  fliould 
never  have  thought,  and  fuggea  eafy  methods  of  attainiog 
what  we  believeSl  to  be  as  impraaicable,  as  we  know  it  to  be 
unlawful ;  whcre^he  profpcrity  of  ill  men  fo  ftrongly  prompts 
us  to  envy  their  condition,  imitate  their  prefumptuouCnefs, 
and  doubt  of  a  fuperintending  power :  where  every  natural  in- 
clination  that  we  have  meets  with  fomcthing  to  inflame  u  be- 
vend  bounds,  or  turn  it  afide  from  its  proper  objca  :  where  fear 
of  inconvcniencies  threatening  upright  condud,  and  hope  of 
Raining  advantages  by  deviations  from  it,  work  with m  us  con- 
tinually :  where^njivrics,  real  or  fancied,  are  daily  provokiq|i  as 
to  injure  or  hate  inreturn  ;  and  even  fricndfhip  and  kmd  auc- 
tion, meeting  too  often  with  undefer ving  objeas,  make  us  partial 


•  1  Cw.  U.  17.  t  Ec«l«-  ^"-  **• 
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and  unfair,  fubferrtetit  to  the  purpofcs  of  the  bad  or  injudicU 
Otis,   and  criminally  negligent  of  the  merits  of  the  worthy  ? 

Here  is  already  an  alarming  lift  of  dangers  :  and  yet  one 
fource  of  them  remains  unmentioned,  fo  very  fruitful,  that  prob- 
ably it  brings  more  of  us  to  ruin  than  all  the  reft  :  I  mean, 
our  ftroag  tendency  to  follow  wlTatever  precedents  are  fet  us  : 
which  being  the  great  feducer  of  mankind  to  have  felhwjbip 
ivith  one  another  in  the  unfruitful  woris  of  darhneft^  I  fliall 
confine  myfelf  to  the  confideration  of  it  in  the  fcquel  of  this 
tlifcourfe. 

A  difpofition  to  fall  in  with  what,  we  fee  others  do  is  one 
of  the  earlieft  natural  prindples  that  we  exert :  and  in  itfelf  a 
v^ry  beneficial  one.  For  by  means  of  it  we  leim,  with  eafe 
and  plcaCure^  a  multitude  of  things  neceffary  or  ferviceable  ia 
life  :  conform  readily  to  the  iBclinations  of  thofe  about  us  in  a 
thoufand  matters  of  indifference,  and  from  mutual  likenefs  bc- 
oome  mutually  agreeable.  By  the  fame  means  alfo,  were 
patterns  of  piety  and  virtue  more  frequent,  or  we  more  at- 
tentive t«  them,  we  might  be  excited,  as  undoubtedly  it  was 
defigned  we  Ihould,  to  copy,  and  even  rival,  each  .other's  lauda- 
ble qualities.  But  where  things  are  capable  of  contrary  ufes, 
we  generally  make  the  worft  of  them :  and  in  no  cafe  more  than 
this.  The  example  of  evil,  in  a  corrupted  world,  is  by  much 
the  ofteneft  in  our  view :  which  the  weak  and  indolent  imitate 
without  reflexion  \  the  good-humoured  and  pliable  are  drawn 
after  them  by  the  defire  of  plcafiiig,  though  in  wrong  ways  j  the 
vain  and  ambitious  by  fondnefs  of  excelling,  though  in  culp- 
able attainments }  and  alraoft  all  by  the  fhame  of  Angularity 
and  dread  of  ridicule :  till  the  numbers  of  the  faulty  be- 
ing thus  become  abundantly  fufflcient  to  keep  one  andther 
in  countenance,  cuftora  refufes  to  let  its  authority  be  any 
longer  examined,  and  fcts  up  itfelf  as  the  fole  rule  of  con- ' 
dua.  f       ,  - 

^  For,  even  when  we  feem  to  -aft  the  'boft  entirely  from  o- 
pinions  and  difpofitions  of  our  own,  thefe,  upon  inquiry,  will 
be  frequently  found  to  derive,  if  not  their  original,^at  leaft  a 
great  part  of  their  ftrength,  from  the  deference  that  we  pay  to 
the  nations  and  praftice  of  the  world.  Thus  men  fpeak  an4 
think  Oightly  of  religion,  often  without  imagining  they  kno^ 
any  objeftion  erf  weight  againft  it :  and  yet  how  they  can  have  ' 
Vot-II.  Kk  the 
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the  ^erj  lowed  degree  of  belief  in  it,  and  not  believe  it  to  be 
an  afiair  of  the  utmoft  importance,  is  quite  inconceivable :  bat 
nocwithftanding  tbej  treat  it,  without  fcruple,  as  a  flight  mat- 
ter, becaufe  they  fee  it  commonly  treated  fo.     But  this  degiee 
of  depravijtj  is  not  univerfaL     We,  perhaps,  may  blame  thofe 
who  do  fo,  and  with  marks  of  great  ferioufoels  profefs  onr- 
felyes  chriftians  :    yet,  it  may  be,  are  eafy  in  tranfgrefling,  in 
%  higher  dffgree  or  a  lower,  as  occafibn  offers,  almoft  every 
precept  of  rhriflianity,  becaufe   others,   who  call  themfelves 
chriftians  alfo,  do  the  fame  thing.     We   acknowledge  that  we 
are  foon  to  leave  this  earth,  and  give  an  account  to  Crod  of  the 
part  which  we  have  a&ed  upon  it :    yet  perceiving,  that  moff 
people  about  us  overlook  thefe  awful  truths,  we  can  do  fo  too, 
as  abfolutely,  as  if  we  had  no  concern  in  them.     And,  to  be  a 
little  more  particular :    what  is  it  that  makes  us  in  our  com- 
mon difcourfe  fo  regardlefs  of  equity   and  humanity,  fo  eager 
to  fpeak  evil  and  propagate  fcandal  ?    Surely  not  always  ma*' 
lignity  of  heart,:  and  certainly  very  feldom  any  peculiar  know- 
ledge of  the  cafe,  or  intereft  in  it.  But  fuch  is  the  reigning  turn 
of  converfation,  which  we  are  wicked  and  weak  enough  t^ 
adopt  and  promote,  at  the  very  time  that  we  inveigh  bitterty 
againfi  it,  and  fuffer grievoufly  by  it.  Again :  how  many  aiethefe 
who  trifle  away  their  dayst  in  thinking  of  and  doing  nothing 
that  tends  to    any  good    purpofe,  only  becaufe   trifling    is* 
fidhionable  !  How  many  are  there  who  aflfeA  follies  and  vices,  to 
which,  at  the  bottom',  they  have  little  or  no  liking,  which  are 
highly  prejudicial,  and  will  probably  be  fatal  to  them,  merely 
becaufe  ^they  are  in  vogue  :  and  for  no  wifer  a  roafon  will  per- 
fevere  in  them,  when  nature  cries,  aloud  to  have  them  left  off ! 
How  many  diflrefs  and  undo  themfelves  and  their  &milies,  by 
imprudently  vying  with  the  luxury  and  expenfivenefs  of  thofe 
about  them,  nay,  of  thofe  ^bove  them  (  And,  in  general,  from 
what  is  it  elfe,  than  taking  it  on  truft  from  common  perfua- 
fion,  that  pofliefling  the  things  of  this   world  is  happinebj 
though  we  not  only  may  obferve  the  contrary  in  all  whom  we 
know,  but  feel  it  in  ourfelves  ;  that  we  purfue  them  throngb 
lins  and  through  rufierings  of  all  kinjs,  and  deteft  one  another 
on  account  of  them,  at  the  rate  we  do?    What,  indeed,  elfe 
could  fupport  the  abfurdity*  of  feeking  our  chief  good  where 
plainly    it  is  not,  but  that    we  all  fee  one  another  do  fo^ 

and 
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and   will   perfuade    ourfelves,     aga.inft    the   fulleft    evidence, 
Jtbat  fo  univeijal  an  attachment  muft  be  well  grounded. 

Bat  the  example  of  a  fmall  part  of  mankind  is  often  faHicient 
Co  lead  us  into  ftrange  errors.  Where  partj-ieal  of  any  kind 
prevails,  into  what  monftroAS  opinions  of  men  and  Ihings,  what 
utter  difregard  to  all  tri^th  and  ju  ft  ice,  to  public  fpirit  and  hu- 
maaitj'y  will  men  run  one  after  another  !  Indeed  thej  will  do 
things,  when  united  in  bodies,  which,  taken  finglj,  thej  would 
abhor:  nay,  will  think  they  jaftify  their  own  behaviour,  com- 
pletely, by  a^ledging  only,  that  it  is  the  fame  with  thattof  theif 
oppofeti,  whom  they  condemn  as  the  worft  of  men.  Some- 
times a  iefs  authority  than  this  proves  able  to  mifguid  us : 
and  a  blind  prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  a  few  perfons,  or  a  finglc 
one,  fliall  fedace  us  into  a  very  unjnftifiable  imitation  ;  and  even 
make  as,  by  the  means  of  it,  contemptible,  or,  by  carrying  it 
too  far,  guilty,  when  what  wc  meant  to  copy  was  commend- 
able, or  however  innocent. 

Without  fpecifying  more  inftances,  or  enlarging  on  thefe, 
th<}  mifchiefs  of  being  injudicioufly  conformed  to  this  world* 
appear  fo  coiifiderable,  as  to  make  the  remedies  which  can  be 
found  for  it  ejctremely  defirafale.  Now,  remedies  of  mif. 
chiefs  vary  with  their  caufes  :  which  in  this  cafe  are  numer- 
ous. 

I.  SomeyWAw  the  multitude  to  do  evil^  from  mere  mcpn- 
fideratenefs ;  poor  creatures,  greatly  to  be  pitied,  and  yet  fc- 
▼erely  reproved.  For,  furely,  enough  depends  on  our  chufing 
right  in  life,  to  make  us  think  about  it :  and  dieie  is  appear- 
ftnce  enough  of  errors  in  the  common  praftice,  to  give  us  no 
little  diffidence  in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment.  But  mankind  in 
general  being  thooghtlefs,  each  individual,  as  he  goes  on  with 
the  reft,  finding  few  or  none  difforent  from  himfclf  to  compare 
with,  is  hardly  fenfiblc  of  his  own  being  fo.  Yet  would  we  iu 
imagination,  ftep  out  of  the  prefent  ^c^wc  of  things  for  a  while, 
condder  ourfelves  as  mere  fpcftators,  and  view  the  courfe  of 
them  as  they  pafs  before  us,  how  amaz,ing  would  the  fight 
be  I  The  plain  and  only  way  to  happinefs,  through  the  faith- 
ful cultivation  of  piety  and  virtue,  almoft  unanlmoufly  ne- 
glefted  :  nations  and  ages  treading,  in  mutual  implicit  reliance, 
paths  leading  to  deftruftion  :    the  lefs  faulty  furprifingly  apt 
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to  be '  diflipated  in -a  hurrj  of  amufeiceiits,  or  plod  on  b 
worldly  buiinefs  without  higher  attentions  ;  the  r^ft,  by  irre- 
gular paffions,  and  unlawful  puifuits,  inaking  thepfelves  and 
;their  neighbours  as  wretched  at  prefent  as  they  well  can,  and 
at  the  fame  time  providing  for  unfpeakablj  greater  niifei  j 
hereafter:  every  generation  reminded,  every  fingle  petfon  fee- 
ing, on  one  occafion  or  anpther,  in  how  wrong  a  courfe  thcj 
are  ;  yet  (hutting  their  eyes  again,  and  going .  forward  blind- 
fold :  none  alnlolt  taking  warning  by  the  fate  cf  his  prede- 
peflbrs ;  but  each  leaving,  in  his  turn,  an  ufelcfs  admonition 
of  his  own  to  fuch  as  come  in  his  Head.  This  thfir  u(ij  ii  ibeir 
folly:  yet  their  poflerity  qpprovc  their  fayings* ,  And  Ihall  wc 
be  of  the  number  of  thofe  w  ho  aft  thus  :  or  rather  aflert  our 
right  to  judge  for  ourfelves,  where  it  concerns  us  fo  nearly  ? 
Such  is  the  ufage  of  the  world  :  but  is  it  the  di£late  of  con- 
fcience,  is  it  the  road  to  happinefs?  The  multitude,  blind  Uad^ 
ers  of  the  blind^j  have  they  reafon,  have  they  fcripture,  have  they 
the  final  event  of  thiqg?,  to  juftify  them  ?  If  nor,  le;  us  chofc 
ft  fafer  guidance  ;  and  apply  the  real  rule  of  life  tp  dired  qui 
iteps :  a(k  ourftlves  often,  what  we  are  doing,  and  ^'hat  it 
tends  to?  Stop  fliort,  wherever  we  difcern  ground  for  fufpicion; 
beware  of  plaufible  pleas,  for  they  often  colour  over  the  woill 
aftions  ;  beware  of  indifcreet  compliances,  for  they  border  nearly 
upon  criminal  ones  ;  and  ever  remember  the  fon  of  Sirach's^A* 
▼ice  :  go  not  in  a  way  wherein  thou  m^yeflfalL  Be  not  confdent  in 
a  plain  way).  But  above  all  let  us  beware  of  ourfelves:  and 
recoiled ing,  as  we  have  but  too  pnuch  caufe,  our  naturd  (ut 
pinenefs,  and  forgetfulnefs  of  the  cautions  that  w^  fo  often  re* 
ceive,  give  the  more  earnejl  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have 
heard i  leajl  at  any  time  u'<  Ut  themjlip\  ;  and  fct  our  hearts 
unto  the  words  of  God's  law,  for  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  for  us^ 
hecaufe  it  is  our  life^. 

2.  Others  there  are,  not  abfvlutely  thoughtlefs  about  tbcT 
condud,  but  dlilruflful  of  their  cwn  judgment:  borne  do«o 
by  fo  great  an  authority,  as  the  pradice  of  all  mankird  ap- 
pears to  be,  againft  ferioufnefs  in  religion  and  ftridnefs  in 
virtue.      But,  univcrfal  as  this  pradice  may  feem,  there  ?'« 
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inanj  exceptions  from  it  amongil  all  ranks,  and  fome,  God  bo 
prailed,  in  the  highest,  of  exemplary  chhftians,  who,  in  the 
mUJl  of  a  crooked  and  pervcrfe  generation^  Jhine  as.  lights  in 
ty  world*.  But  were  the  apollacj  more  general  than  it  is,  ' 
jet  being  the  effed:  of  mere  inconfiderateneCs  or  yngoverncd 
paillons,  what  weight  can  there  be  in  the  moil  ptrieQ:  agree- 
ment of  perfons  thus  influenced  ?  Or  if  dill  the  multitude  to- 
gether look  formidable,  feparate  them ;  and  coniider  fiogly,  of 
ivhpm  the  whole  is  compofed.  The  much  larger  part  will  be 
acI^Dowleged  at  firil  fight  to  be  fuch,  as  we  fhould  be  aihamed 
once  to  think  of  taking  for  our  direAors,  in  a  point  of  an/ 
confcquenge.  An4  for  the  reft  :  the  rich  and  gr^at  are  rather 
peculiarly  expofed  to  temptation,  and,  of  courfe,  to  fall,  than 
qaalified  to  discover  and  relifh  thofe  momentous  truths  and 
rules  of  life,  which  humility  and  retirement  into  ourfelves  beft 
difpofe  us  to  receive.  The  learned  and  knowing  are  liable  to 
Ik  mifl^d  into  w'rong  judg^n^ents.by  the  vanity  of  judging  dif- 
ferently from  common  men  ;  nor  do  they  always  adt  agree- 
ably tp  what  they  inwardly  think*  And  the  reputed  wife  and 
able  very  frequently  have  never  confidered  in  earned;  what  the 
trae  wifdom  of  life  is,  but  only  bufied  themfelves  with  a  lilly 
cunning  to  attain  what  thsy  have  raibly  s^nd  falfely  taken  fcr 
the  end,  at  which  they,  were  to  aim. 

But  further  :  this  univerfal  confent,  pleaded  againft  obferv- 
ing  the  precepts  of  religion,  is,  when  examined,  no  confent  ac 
all.  For  as  the  vices  of  men  are  contrary  to  each  other,  and 
every  vicious  temper  is  full  of  inconfiftencies  within  itfelf:  no 
one  immoral  couri'c  will  ever  be' generally  approved,  nor  al- 
moft  any  one  immoral  perfon  continue  lon:^  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. The  only  thing,  in  which  we  Iball  find  them  agrjee,  is 
that,  which  they  all  by  turns  own,  that  the  conduft  of  the 
virtuous  is  right ;  and  their  own,  wrong.  Here,  therefore, 
a  pious  and  dlfcreet  man  will/  eafily  raife  an  inteftine 
war  amoogft  the  easmy ;  defend  himfelf  againft  one  fide  by 
the  authority  of  the  other  ;  indeed  againft  all  fides  by  the  au- 
thority of  all :  and  in  conclufion  refolve,  (lighting  and  pitying 
a  divided  giddy  crowd,  in  every  good  work  to  truji  bis  own 
fiifl ;  for  this  is  the  keeping  of  the  commandment s\, 

3.    Another  ftrong  inducement  to  have  fellowlhip  with   the  ^ 
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bad  cuftoins  of  the  world,  is  defirc  of  being  efteemed  bj  it 
But  do  the  vicious  really  cfteem  one  another  ?    Do  U>ej  not 
almoft  always  hate,  or  defpife  one 'another  ?    Or  fuppolie  that, 
for  joining  in  their  fins  and  abfurdities,  jou  were  fare  to  re- 
ceive  their  applaufe  as  joar    reward.      Perhaps  the   whole 
meaning  of  it  is  at  the  bottom  no  more  than  this  :    thej  want 
to  keep  themfdves  in  countenance,  being  coofcions  that  they 
have  oecafion  for  it,  bj  adding  as  many  as  thej  can   to  their 
number  \  and  their  good  opinion  of  you  is  thinking  you  weak 
enough  to  be  drawn  in  for  one.     Or  perhaps  the  fuperiority, 
which  your  bnocence  gives  you  over  them,  is  painfol  to  them; 
and  they  would  fun  bring  j^ou  down  to  their  own  level.     Or 
they  hsive  fome  interefted  defign  upon  you,  or  they  confider 
you  as  an  ioftrument  fitted  to  amufe  and  entertain  them  :  and 
*  fo  extol  you,  while  they  deride  yon.     This,  you  fee,  is  not 
being  admired :    it  is  being  made  a  tool.      But  were  it  otber* 
wife  :  confider  a  little  ;    what  can  fuch  admiration  be  worth  } 
How  long  will  it  be  likely  to  laft  ?    And  "what  rouft  the  cons- 
equences prove,  now  i6id  to  eternity?    Why  then,  inftead  of 
courting  outward  regard  from  thofe,  who  inwardly  condemn 
themfelves,  do  you  not  chufe  to  be  refpefted  by  the   wife  and 
good,  to  enjoy  the  teftimony  of  yo|ir  own  confcience,  and  to 
feciire  the  important  approbation  of  him,  who  hath  faid,  ibem 
that  honour  me^  I  will  bonaur  :   and  they  that  defpife  me^  fhalt 
he  lightly  ejleemei^f 

4.  A  further  motive,  which  yet  more  powerfully  inclines 
too  many  to  unlawful  compliances,  is  falfe  good- nature  and 
fliame.  They  have  fo  ezceilive  a  flexibility  of  temper,  that 
they  know  not  how  to  ftand  out  againft  what  the  pradice  of 
the  world  recommends,  and  efpecially  what  their  acquaintance 
invite  and  prefs  them  to,  though  they  ever  fo  clearly  fte  the 
impropriety  of  it,  and  have  ever  fo  firmly  refolved  the  con- 
trary. Unhappy  creatures,  betrayed  by  difpofitions,  almoft 
virtuous,  into  vice  !  The  truly  good-natured  part,  would  they 
but  refleQ,  is  to  lead  others  in  the  right  way,  not  to  follow  them 
in  the  wrong  :  the  truly  Ihameful  behaviour,  not  to  be  rtfolutc, 
obftinatejftempterspleafetocall  it  fo,  in  confulting  ourprclirat 
and  future  welfare.  Beware  ofevil^  faith  the  fon  of  Siracb^  and 
he  not  ajbamed^  when  it  concernetb  thy  fouL     For  there  is  a 

Jbamti 


fifom  tiat  bringithjin :  and  then  is  ajbame  vjbich  is  glwy 
and  grace.  Accept  no  per/on  againji  thy  foul : .  and  lef  not 
the  reverence  of  any  man  caufe  .thee  to  fait*  f.  11%ere  is^  thai 
dtjlroyeth  bis  won  foul  through  hafbfulnefs^  and  by  accepting 
af  perfohsi  overthroweth  himfelff-.  But  they,  who  .ha'^e  the 
misfortune  to  be  of  tbia  make,  (hould  hy  no  means  truft  to 
thcif  own  moft  folemn  purpo&s,  or  even  vows.  Their  chief 
fafety  i»  in  flight  >  in  avoiding,  to  their  utmoft,  fuch  company 
and  fuch  things,  though  ever  fo  agreeable,  as  may  endangef 
their  innocence  y  and  keeping  at  a  diftance  frotn  temptation, 
till  they  can  beat  i%  better^r  Tbvs  they  ^ill  efcape  at  once  the 
uneafinefs  of  refifting  and  the  hazard  of  yielding,  afid  increafe 
their  Arength  graduaDy  by  a  cautious  exercife  of  it :  provided 
they  reft  not  in  human  means  only,  but,  with  faith  and  hu- 
niility  unfeigned,  apply  for  and  depend  oti  the'  divine  adift^ 
ance,  ptomifed  through  Jefus  Chrift ;  fhe  neccflity  of  which 
for  every  perfon,  in  every  cafe,  we  prefume  yoti  always  un- 
derftand,  and  for  that  fole  reafon  we  do  not  always  ex-* 
prefs  it. 

5.  With  this  inward  weakfiefs  is  comnfi6nly  joined  aftafr- 
prehenfion  of  difficulties  from  without :  of  public  diflike  and 
cenfure  for  condenming  die  public  tafte  hy  a  different  conduct ; 
or  at  lead  of  much  ridicule,  a  thing  full,  as  hard  to  be  borne, 
for  doing  confcientieufly  what  the  world  defpifes,  and  abitain- 
ing  from  what  it  doth  without  fcrupte.  But  let  not  the  danger 
of  cenfure  appear  to  any  one  fo  frightful.  Indeed  if  perfons 
lake  abfurd  or  indifferent  obfetvanoes  to  the  great  duties ;  if 
they  are  flrift  in  their  performance  of  one  duty,  and  grofly 
negligent  of  others ;  or  if  to  the  performance  of  many  there  be 
added,  eitber  a  vainde&re  of  making  their  own  goodnefs  remark- 
able, or  the  provoking  fin  of  uncharitablenefs  towards  others, 
they  muft  not  expeft  very  favourable  treatments  But  an  uniform- 
ly good  chriftian,  without  faperftition,  without  affeflation,  and 
without  foumefs,  which  are  furely  none  of  them  virtues,  may 
itvefoberly^  righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  frefent  world X^  bad 
as  it  is,  ever  £b  long,  without  any  great  danger,  either  of  making 
himfelfenemies  by  doing  no  harm,  and  as  much  good  as  he  can, 
or  of  fadling  into  contempt,  for  ading  only  as  every  man  in  fiis 
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knows  he  himfelf  ought  to  a&.  But  if  eirer  this  prove  other« 
wifey  ioftead  olhtOi^Jbaken  in  our  minds^  by  h,  let  us  coik* 
fider,  how  much  .more  cenfure  we  fliould  incur  and  deferre  bf 
a  vicious  life^  to  faj  nothing  of  other  inconveniences :  and 
above  all,  let  us  eonfider  that  infinitely  more  important  cen<» 
fure,  which  both  we,  and  our  fcorners,  are  fhortly  to  undergo : 
and  fince,  as  St.  FeUr  argues,  they  who  tbini  itjlrange^  that 
uv  run  not  with  them  to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot  ^  fp^^^ing  evil  of  yt 
fball  give  account  to  him^  that  is  ready  tg  judge  the  quick  and 
the  dead  j  let  us  arm  ourf elves  with  this  mind,  that  we  live  not 
cur  time  in  the  fUJb  to  the  luflt  of  men^  hut  to  the  will  of 
Coih 

As  for  the  ridicule,  which  ludicrons  fcoffers  love  to  throw 
upon  religion :  we  may  avoid  much  of  it  by  prudence,  and 
defpife  the  reil  with  eafe.  It  falls  heavieft  on  the  pretences  to 
piety  made  by  the  vicious ;  and  we  ihall  feldom  be  thought 
fuchy  if  we  are  not :  or  on  the  refervednefs  and  formality  of 
fome,  who  are  good.  Now.  indeed  it  is  never  advifablc  to  ge 
the  utmoft  lengths  of  what  may,  ftridly  fpeaking,  be  juft  law* 
fttl ;  they  adjoin  fo  very  clofely  on  what  is  forbidden  :  yet 
there  is  a  contrary  extreme,  aii  immoderate  fufpicioufnefs  of 
innocent  compliances.  And  they,  who  indulge  it,  lay  a  hea* 
vier  burthen  on  fhemfelvcs  than  they  need,  perhaps  than  they 
will  fupport  without  finking  under  it.  But  at  leaft  they  rob 
their  own  minds  of  that  ferenity  and  chearfulnefs,  which  they 
might  and  ought  to  have  enjoyed  :  they  difguife  religion  nn* 
der  a  gloomy  uninviting  appearance,  which  Is  great  pity ;  and 
farniOi  tl>e  profane  with  a  grievous  handle  for  ezpofing  both 
them  and  it ;  till  perhaps  they  at  length  grow  afhamed  of  their 
profeflion,  and  make  a  fudden  exchange  of  their  excefiive  rig. 
our  for  the  worfc  errof  s  of  libertinifm  and  infidelity.  There- 
fore, in  a  moderate  degree,  on  proper  occafions,  let  us  not  be 
backward  to  bear  a  part  in  fuch  cuftoms  of  the  world,  as  we 
are  fure  we  fafely  may :  and  let  it,  if  poffible,  be  a  graceful  one. 
On  the  other  hand,  whatever,  though  harmlefs  in  itfelf,  nay 
be  a  fnare  to  us,  or  by  our  means  to  others,  let  us  abflain 
from  it  indeed  refolutely,  but  abftain  with  an  eafy  air  and 
manner:    keep  our  reafons  to  ourfelves,  rather  than  be  eager 
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'  lo  mention  diem :  or  mention  them,  if  it  mxj  do  good^  with- 
out exaggerating  or  infixing  too  rehemenclj  upon  anj  thing ; 
but  fo  as  may  beil  convince  men  of  the  foliditjr  of  our  judge-  . 
menr,  and  reafonablcncfs  of  our  conduft.      Behaving  thus,  we 
may  well    hope  to  become  obje£^s,  at  lead   after  a  while,    of 
refped  inflead  of  dariiion,  to  which  no  part  of  genuine  piety  is 
on  any  account  liable.     And  they,  who  fet  themf«ives  to  make 
a  jcft  of  it,  might  without  difficulty,  if  the  ferioufnefs  of  their 
c^e,  and  fometimes  pity,  fametimes  juft  indignation,  did  not 
prevent  if,  have  that  weapon  turned  upon  them,  and  be  proved 
the  moft  abfurd  of  all  hutkian  beings.     Their  fcrupulonfnefs  uf 
admiting^  the  moft  indubitable  truths  of  religion  ;  and  readineis 
at  the  fame  time  to  acquiefce  in  the  wildeft  imaginations, 
that  are   unfavourable  to  it :    their   fchemes  of  making  them- 
felves  eafy  by  counteraAing  the  didates  of  their  own  confci- 
eDce  ;    and  happy  by  tranfgrcfiing  the  laws  of  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,   enforced  by  almighty  power:    their  delight  in 
the  hopes  of  exifting  no  longer  than  the  fpace  of  this  tranfitory 
life,  and  their  hafte  to  ruin  health,  fortune  and  reputation,   all 
that  can  afFo.d  them  enjoyment,  in  the  very  beginning  of  life  : 
their  earnefl  purfu its  of  what  they  £requently  defpife  at  the 
time,  and  almofl  always  naufeate  foon  after  they  have  attained 
it ;  and  the  tormenting  inward  conflifla*  that  they  often  experi- 
ence, between  two  paflions,  both  of  them  perhaps  foolifli,  and 
both  pernicious,  which  (hall  be  preferred  :   furely  thefc  things, 
and  above  all  their  triumphing  in  the  wifdom  of  ihcfe  things, 
and  infulting  thofe  who  areftupid  enough  to  follow  the  rules  of 
plain  reafon,  and  the  direflions  of  God  hinifclf  from  heaven,  as 
the  heft  guides  to  their   prefent  and  future  well-being,  might, 
without  any  great  effort,  befo  defcribed»  a^  to  retort  on   their 
own  heads   a  double  (hare. of  the  contempt,  which  they  ate  fo 
liberal  in  throwing  about  them.      But   however  unwilling  or 
unfit  a  wife  man  may  be  to  anfwer  foolt  according  to  their 
folly* ^  at  lead  he  will  fee  it  to  be  unworthy  of  his  notice  ;  and 
go  on,  unconcerned,  through  the  impotent  attacks    of  it,  in 
the  fteady  practice  of  wbatfoever   things  are  true  and  honejl^ 
'whatfoever  things  are  lovely  c^nd  of  good  report  j-\  recoiled  ing 
daily  that  awful  and  repeated  declaration  of  the  holy  Jefus^  who^ 
foever  Jball  he  ajhamed  0/ me  and  of  my  words  in  this  adulter* 
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-ous  and  Jinful  generation^  of  him  alfojballthe  Son  of  man  be 
ajbanud  vihen  be  cometb  in  the  glory  of  bis  Father  vritb  the 
holy  angels* *  "then  Jball  the  right tous  man,  as  the  bookoE 
Wifd^m  beautifully   exprefles   lij  Jland  in  great  boldnefs  ht^ 

fore  the  face  of  fuch  as  made  no  account  of  bis  labours*  And 
they  repenting^  and  groaning  for  anguijb  of  fpirit^  Jbedljay 
within  themfehes^  this  was  be^  whom  we  hadfometitne  in  derim 

fon^  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.  We  fools  aecountedhis  life  mad- 
sicfsf  and  bis  end  to  be  without  honour.  How  is  be  numbered 
among  the  children  of  God^  and  his  lot  is  amongfi  the  faints ! 
therefore  have  we  erred  from  the  way  of  truths  and  wearied 
ourf elves  in  the  way  of  wighidnefs  and  deJlruBion.  What  hath 
our  pride  profited  us  ;  and  what  good  hath  our  vaunting  brought 
us  ?  All  thofe  things  are  paffed  away  like  a  fbadow  ;  and  at 
the  dufl  that  is  blown  away  with  the  wind.  JSut  the  rigbuoui 
live  for  evermore :  their  reward  alfo  is  with  the  Lordy  and  tie 
care  of  them  is  with  the  Mofi  Highf* 

•  Mark.  viii.  38.  t  WiM,  T. 
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SERMON     LXIV. 

Ths  Danger  and  Misery  of  Loose  Moraxs,  and  of  Licen^ 
Tious  Associates. 


EpH.   v.    !!• 


AnJ  have  nofeUov)fiip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  iarinefs  : 
but  rather  reprove  them* 

'T'HE  prcvaknce  ofinapiety  and  immorality  in  the  world, 
hath  not  only  made  the  original  duties  of  mankind  more 
difficult,  by  increafing  the  temptations  to  tranfgrefs  them,  but  . 
fidded  to  their  number  many  new  obligations  of  great  impor« 
tance,  relating  partly  to  the  concern  of  preferving  ourfelves, 
partly  to  the  charity  of  guarding  others,  from  the  gerieral  in- 
fe^ion.  Our  own  prefervation  is  doubtlefs  to  be  the  firil  ob- 
ject of  our  attention,  as  we  are  primarHy  intruded  with,  and 
anfwerable  for,  our  own  perfons,  and  have  by  nature  the 
ftrongeft  folicitude  for  our  own  happinefs.  But  zeal  for  that 
of  our  fellow-creatures  ought  certainly  to  fill  the  fecond  place 
in  vOur  breads  ;  and  is  a  duty  much  too  little  regarded,  even 
by  the  good  ;  coniidering  how  indifpenfably  both  religion  and 
humanity,  and  indeed  our  common  {intereil,  require  us  to  pro- 
mote what  is  right  and:  fit,  and  redrain  each  other  from  fin  and 
ruin,  by  all  fuch  methods  as  we  properly  can.  For  every  one 
is  by  no  means  qualified  to  ufe  every  method  :  and  therefore, 
without  prudent  refie6bion,  many  may  both  labour  and  fuffer 
tnuch,  without  any  profpeft  of  its  turning  to  account :  nay, 
may  involve  themfclves  in  guilt  by  Immoderate  eagcrnefs  to 
reform  their  neighbours.  But,  though  all  mud  confult  their 
own  drength  and  opportunities,  am4  leave  to  thofe  who  are  bet- 
ter able,  and  to  the  providence  of  God,  what  they  find  them- 
fetves  unequal  to  :  there  dill  remains  to  every  one  of  us  a  pro- 
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per  (hare  of  this  great  work  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  faithfully 
diligent,  within  the  fpliere  of  our  influence,  be  it  larger  or 
fmaller,  to  difcountenance  wickednefs,  and  encourage  ptetj^and 
virtue,  by  all  thofe  ways,  to  which  God,  having  adapted  our 
powers  and  circumilances,  hathvconfequeittly  called  us.  And 
as  thefe  vary  greatly,  fo  the  apoflle  hath  given  room  in  the 
text  for  treating  of  them  all,  by  mentioning' the  lowed  inftance 
of  due  care  in  this  refpeft,  having  no  fcUoxuJhip  with  tb€  un- 
fruitful works  of  darkmfs  ;  and  th$  higheft,  reproving 
them.  *  . 

I.  The  firft  of  thefe,  barely  not  partaking  in  the  bad  aSions 
that  others  commit,  may  feem   perhaps  to  be  fcarce  doing  any 
thing  for  the  oppoiite  caufe.     And  yet,  as  the  common  pradice 
of  fin  is  the  principal  plea  in  its  favour,  it  is  of  gteat  confe- 
qtience  to  (hew,  that  the  prad^ice  is  not  univerfal :  that  there 
are  ftill  per  fens  left,  who  fear  God  and  love  his  laws,  who  ab- 
hor  an  unworthy  deed,  and  defpife  a  criminal  pleafure.     The' 
profligate,  fenGble  that  a  virtuous  character  is  the  fuperior  one 
in  fpeculation,  have  nothing  left,  but  to  queftion  the  reality  of 
it  in  fa&  :  and  by  reflecting  very  little,  and  oonveriing  with 
fttch  only,  or  chiefly,  as  arc  likd  themfelves,  they  become  by 
degrees  almoll  perfuaded,  that  all  men  are  wicked,  and  cannot 
be  otherwife.     This  opinicJn  extinguiflies  modefty,  as  well  as 
de^en«  confcience  :   they  triumph  in  their  imaginaiy  diitovery, 
degrading  as  it  is  to  human  nature,  and   infult  the  vanity  of 
thofe   who  prefunj^e  to  think  themfelves  moral  agents.     It  is 
bmentable  to  obferve,  liow  far  they  have  fucceeded  in  their 
monflrous  attempt  to  pervert  the  true  order  of  things.     While 
they  glory  in  their  JJjume  *,   too  many  grow  afhamed  of  what 
they  ought  to  account  their  glory  ;     would    wilh     to  have 
their    performance    of   rehgious    duties,  and    the   regularity 
of  their   lives,    unknown     or     difbelieved,     or    afcribed    to 
fome  other  motive  than  principle  :  or,  it   may  be,  a  few  &- 
fhionable  fins  imputed  to  them,  to  fave  their  reputations.     By 
the  influence  of  fuch  prepoflerous  baflifulnefs,   they  often  be- 
come at  length  what  tliey  defire  to  fccm  :  at  leaft  they  fuffcr 
^  others  to  f*lV  whom  the  authority  of  their  example  might 

j  have  fupported,   and  confirm  the  profane  and  vicious'  in  their 

wrong   notions  and    courfes.      Another  inducement,    befides 

cowardice, 

•  Phil,  iii,  19. 
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cowaidice,  to  this  xmpropef  condoft,  is  an  abhorrence  of  being 
bought  ofteiitatioii9 :  which  hath  the  more  weight,  becaufe  in 
all  matters,  and  efpeciallj  in  religion,  whoever  takes  uncom* 
mon  pains  to  make  a  ihew,  will  be  fufpeded  of  not  having 
*  mncfa  reality.     But  if  aSe^lation  on  that  hand  be  a  faulty  a£- 
fedation  on  the  other  is  a  greater ;  and  rhe  plain  rule  of  beha- 
viour lies  between  them :  that  every  chriilian  go  through  his 
chriftian  dntj  with  uprightnefs  and  firoplicitj ;  neither  defir- 
isg  to  bring  the  private  parts  of  it  into  public  vie^,  nor  la- 
bouring to  make  a  fecret  of  his  faith  ao^  pradice  in  cafes, 
where  they  would  of  coarfe  be  fecn.     A  natural  artlefs  pro- 
cedure will  as  certainly  vindicate,  itfelf,  a^  diihoneft  contrivan« 
cts  will  be  detefted.   *  And  therefore  let  no  fear  to  be  thought, 
or,  when  occafion  requires,  to  let  all  mankind  perceive  that  he 
is  rightly   thought,  religious  and  confcientious.     The  regula- 
tion of  our  appetites  and  paffions,  by  reafon  and  good  fenfe,  can 
'  never  be  a  ground  of  contempt.      Doing  juftice  and  loving 
mercy^  is   honoured  throughout  the  earth.     And    though  it 
&ould  be  added  of  the  fame  perfon,  who  lives  by«  thefe  rules, 
that  he  alfo  walks  humbly  with  bis  God  *  :  one  doth  not  difcem, 
why  that  Aould  leffen  the  good  opinion  pre-conceived  of  him  ; 
or  how  thofe  who  every  day  with  abjeft  fervility  are  wor- 
fliipping  others,  no  better  than  themfelves,  for  trifling  interefts, 
can  pretend  to  think  it  meannefs  in  him,  that  he  honours  and 
adores  the  maker  and  judge  of  all.     Nay,  let  it  be  faid  further, 
that-  he  adores   him  fuitably  to  the  dire^ions  laid  down  in 
fcripture :    and    confcions  of  his   own  ignorance,  guilt,  and 
weaknefs,   is  willing  thankfully   to  accept  inftruftion,  pardon, 
affiflance,  and  eternal  life,  the  free  gifts  of  his  heavenly  Father, 
OD  the  giver's  terms,   through   faith  in   the  merits   of  ye/ui 
Chrift^  and  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  ftill  who  harh  a  right 
io  blame  him,  unlrfs  he  can  prove,  which  no  one  ever  hath 
done  or  will,  that  this  is  not  the  Way  to  'happinefs  h^e  and 
hereafter,  and  that  any  other  is  ?    A  virtuous,  a  religious,  a^ 
chriflian   charafter  then;  as  it  always  deferves,  will  generally 
command  refpeft :  its  amiablenefs,  its  importance  to  public,  to 
private    walfare,   will    be    vifible.       And,    in    proportion    as- 
nambers  appear  poffeffed  of  it,  the  vicious  will  be  awed  into 
filence,   and  the  modeller  part  of  them  at  Icaft  into  outward 

imitation, 

•  Mic.  Ti.  t. 
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imitation,  which  may  produce  in  time,  through  God's  grace, 
inward  ferioufncfs.  But,  however-  th^fe  may  be  affeAtdt  bS 
the  well-inclined  will  rejoice  in  the  protcdion,  and  improve  by 
the  example,  of  fuch  declared  friends*  Almoft  every  one  may 
do  fome  good  iq  this  way,  and  poffibly  far  .more  than  he  ima- 
gines, merely  by  maintaining  openly  an  uniform  tenoar  of 
pious  and  moral  behaviour,. without  taking  any  pains  to  call 
the  attention  of  mankind  to  it.  But  the  rich,  the  noble,  tiie 
powerful,  the  learned,  the  ingenious,  the  admired,  thofe  efpe* 
cially  in  whom  fev^ral  of  \hefe  advantages  are  united,  may, 
barely  by  manifeiling  themfelves  to  be  fuch  as  they  ought, 
each  of  them  fingly  reform  or  preferve  multitudes  of  their  in- 
feriors ;  and  a  number  of  them  combined  oppofe  and  pnt 
to  flight  the  reigning  vices  of  the  whole  age  in  which  thrj 
live. 

Hence  ib  is,  that  our  Saviour  hath  laid  fo  great  a  (trefs  on 
the  duty  of  conf effing  him  before  men  *  ;  and  exhorted  his  dit- 
ciples  thus,  jftf  are  the  light  of  the  world;  let  your  light  fojbint 
hefore  men^  that  they  may  fee  your  good  vjoris^  and  glorify  your 
Father^  which  is  in  heaven  j-.  Hence  alfo  St.  Paul^  alluding 
probably  to  the  exprellions  of  his  mafter,  though  not  prefcoc 
when  they  were  ufed,ifaith  of  thofe  who  arc  hlamelefs  and 
harmlefs^  thefons  of  God,  without  rebuke^  that  thtjjhine  in  the 
midfl  of  others  as  lights  in  the  worlds  holding  forth  the  word  of 

II.  After  exhibiting  a  pattern  of  goodnefs  in  ourfelvesroor 
next  care  fhould  be  to  promote  in  a  proper  manner,  on  all  & 
occaficns,  the  efleem  of  whatever  is  good  in  others.  The  ge- 
nerality attend  not  enough  to  moral  excellencies,  and  tco 
often  «onfider  them  in  a  wrong  point  of  view  :  by  vnhich  means 
they  overlook,  or  fometimes  conceive  prejudices  agninil,  what 
they  would  elfe  honour,  and  be  proud  to  imitate.  Thercfot, 
whenever  favourable  opportunities  prefent  themfelves,  they 
fliould  be  inilantly  fei/.ed  :  and  the  rightnefs,  the  lovelinefs,  the 
bcnefidal  faiits  of  each  virtue  Ihcwn  to  fuch  as  are  not  yet 
fufficiently  fcnfible  of  thenif  the  ridicule,  which  hath  been  nn- 
juftly  thrown  on  fome  duties,  taken  oifj  and  the  mifreprtfcnta* 
tions,  which  have  rendered  them  contemptible,  re^iiied  :  the 
plea  of  excedive  feverity,  urged  againft  others,  confuted  ;  and 

die 
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the  real  difficulty  of  praAifing  them  proved  to  be  eligible,  by 
the  (hortaefs  of  its  continuance,  and  the  bieiTed  effe&s.of  over- 
coming it.  At  the  fame  time  we  Ihould  exemplify  thefe  truths, 
whenever  we  can,  in  the  characters  of  the  worthy  :  on  whom 
we  (hould  be  always  endeavouring  to  turn  the  eyes  of  our  ac- 
quaintance  ;  to  place  them  and  their  a&ions  in  aa  advantageous 
light ;  to  vindicate  them  from  afperiions  ;  to  convince  as  many 
as  poUible,  how  much  more  valuable,  and  conducive  both  to 
private  and  public  welfare,  a  religious  and  honeft  principle  is, 
than  the  moil  fhining  and  envied  accomplifiments,  when  fepa- 
raced  from  it.  Accordingly  it  ihould  be  our  fludy  to  cheriih 
and  recommend  fuch  as  are  eminent  for  this  merit ;  to  fupport 
and  prefer  their  intereits  ;  to  make  them  known  and  Acceptable 
one  to  another ;  and  forward  amongil  them  a  general  union^ 
that  above  all  things  would  gain  them  refpeft  and  fucceJG*. 
Jilt, 

III.  Whilit  we  are  thus  labouring  to  encourage  virtue  and 
religion,  we  muit  be  extremely  cautious  that  we  obttrud  not 
our  own  work,  by  favburing  any  fort  of  wickednefs  :  that  we 
never  patronize,  for  the  fake  of  our  own  gratiiication,  what 
may  probably  tempt  unguarded  innocence  into  fin,  or  fumiih 
the  ill-inclined  with  the  means  of  committing  it :  that  we  con^i- 
tribute  not  to  raife  any  bad  or  even  fufpicioos  perfon  to  a  con- 
dition of  doing  harm:  that  we  proteft  not  the  guilty  with  our 
intereil  or  power,  nor  varnifh  over  their  faults  from  confidersu 
tions  of  private  intereil  or  friendihip :  but  fairly  fuffer  truth  to 
prevail,  and  crimes  to  be  deteded,  as  th(^  ought.  For  what- 
ever particular  good  purpofes  may  feenii,  and  perhaps  but  feem,  to 
be  fer  ved  at  prefent  by  the  contrary  policy,  they  will  n  ever  counter- 
balance the  general  mifchiefs  ariiing  from  iu  Further,  we  mull: 
not  pay  court  to,  or  delight  in  the  vicious,  for  the  fake  of  ibme  wit 
and  pleafantry,  fome  fuperficial  agreeablenefs,  that  fets  off  their 
vices  :  we  mull  never  even  feem  to  look  on  either  vtllany  or 
debauchery,  as  obje£ls  of  mirth  only ;  extol  the  entertaining 
qualities  of  him,  that  ruins  others  by  them :  or  the  abilities  of 
the  man,  that  ufes  them  to  his  neighbours  wrong.  Elfe  we 
iball  teach  thofe  around  us  to  eileem  and  emulate  them :  indeed 
we  ihall  accuflom  ourfelves  to  regard  fuch  characters  as  accom- 
pliihed  and  refpe£lable,  not  as  deteilable ;  and  come,  at  length, 
initead  of  pitying,  to  defpife  and  ridicule  thofe  who  fuffer  by 
them  :  thus  wickedly  augmenting  the  triumph  of  the  one,  and « 

the 
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the  a£9idion  of  the  other.  David  ipentioiis  it  amongft  the 
diffinguilhing  maiks  of  hiiDy  -who  Jbail abide  in  fbe  Jahemaele  of 
the  I^ordf  and  dwell  in  bis  holy  hill^  that  in  bis  eyes  a  ^k  perjom 
is  contemned  ;  but  be  bonouretb  tbem^  tbatfear  the  Lord*,  And 
St.  Pavl  feems  to  make  it  in  fome  fenfe  a  lefs  crime  for  a  mms  to 
live  immorally  himfelf,  than  toTejoice  in  others  jtbat  live  fo: 
«.V&o»  knowing  tbe  judgment  of  God^  faith  he,  that  tbey^  wbich 
€ommitfucb  things^  are  worthy  of  deaths  not  only  do  thefame^ 
.  hut  have  pleafure  in  them  that  do  them  f  •  We  have  from  nau 
lure  ftrong  appetites  and  parens  in  our  corrupted  frame,  whidi 
tempt  us  fo  vehemently^  and  harrj  us  often  fo  faddenly  into 
fome  fins,  that  perhaps  we  may  not  be  altogether  void  of  es- 
cufe.  But  there  is  no  original  principle  within  us,  that 
leads  us  (foolly  and  deliberately  to  approve  them  in  others. 
This  therefore  can  only  proceed  from  a  peculiar  aiui  wil&l  dc* 
pravation  of  heart,  equivalent  to  what  might  be  produced  by 
many  repeated  afts  of  tranfgreffion. 

And  here  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  voluntary  intimacy  with 
the  wicked  is  one  degree  of  (hewing  countenance  to  them,  and 
ought  to  be  avoided  fometjimes,  indeed,  neamefs  of  relation, 
connexions  in  bufinefs,  the  necefllties  of  affairs ;  at  others,  com- 
mon civiUty  and  decency  of  behaviour,  which,  though  a  weak- 
er tie,  it  may  be  very  unadvifable  to  break  throiigh,  oblige  us 
to  keep*  up  acquaintances  of  this  fort.  And  indeed  what  St* 
jfaul  obferves  of  the  heathens  of  his  days,  that  if  a  man  would  • 
not  company  with  the  grofsly  wicked  amongft  them,  be  mvfi 
need*  go  out  of  the  world  t,  is  become  too  true  even  of  the  pro- 
fcfled  chriftians  of  ours.  Befides,  a  reafonable  profped  of 
reforming  the  faulty  may  joftify  one,  efpccially  of 
known  and  confix roed  virtue,  in  converfing  much  with 
them,  and  being,  what  our  Saviour  was  very  truly  though 
malicioufly,  called  a  friend  of  publicans  and  fnners  J.  But  to 
affwft,  or  even  permit,  beyond  what  fuch  reafons  require,  cither 
friendfhips  or  familiarities  with  habitual  tranfgreflors  of  the 
laws  of  God,  is  on  many  accounts  unallowable.  On  our  own 
account  we  (hould  rcfolve  againft  it,  for  the  fake  of  our  good 
name :  which,  in  a  world  fo  cenforlous,  it  is  difficult  enough  to 
prefervc,  by  the  difcrectcft  bthaviour,  unfullicd  ;  and  thcrtforc 
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we  mud  not  hope  to  efcape,  if  bj  iU.chofen  companjr  we  give 
real  ground  for  a  bad  opiaioa  of  us  iafome  degree  :  aud  too  fair 
a  pretence  for  carrjiog  it  farther  than  probably  we  defer ve.  And 
jet  how  foon  we  majr  come,  by  fuch  icnprudences,  to  deferve  a 
much  worfe  opinion  than  we  apprehend,  cannot  be  forefv^en  : 
confidering»  how  prone  both  to  imitation  and  to  wickednef:}  the 
human  heart  is,  and  how  much  tbis  propeniity  muft  be  encrea- 
fed,  when  we  place  crimes  before  it  in  fo  alluring  a  light,  as 
that  of  their  being  praclifed  without  any  fcruple  by  our  daily 
agreeable  aflbciates.*  But  were  we  ever  fo  fecure  in  all  refpe£lb, 
there  is  a  dignity  belonging  to  piety  and' virtue,  which  ought 
to  be  fupported  \  and  is  betrayed,  w;hen  we  mix  unneceiTarily 
with  the  profligate  and  abandoned  :  whom  befides  we  thus  niake 
tafy  and  harden  in  their  unlawful  courfes  ;  nay,  give  them  alfo 
the  public  credit  of  being  regarded  by  us,  and  well  with  us  \ 
which  may  enable  them  to  do  we  know  not  what  harm.  Be« 
fides,  by  fuch  undiftinguilhing  treatment  of  men,  we  difqualify 
OHrfelves  from  ihewing  that  preference  to  the  worthy,  which  a 
their  due ;  and  lead  others,  more  or  lefs,  to  (light  the  difference 
of  charaflers,  and,  in  probable  confequence,  the  notions  of 
right  and  wrong.  7bat  be  far  from  ihee^  to  do  after  this  man* 
ntr ;  as  Ahrabam  fpeaks  on  another  c  scafion :  and  that  tbt 
righteous  fbould  he  at  the  wicked^  that  be  far  from  thee  *. 

To  fuch  degree  then,  »  every  one  can,  he  ought  to  avoid  the 
very  appearance  of  thefe  improper,  attachments  r  or,  if  he  hath 
failed  in  point  of  precaution,  muft  immediately  think  of  the 
means  of  difengaging  himfelf.  Sometimes  a  fteady  adherence 
to  our  duty  is  enough  to  efied  it  :  and  fuch  peiTons  grow 
weary  of  an  acquaintance^  whofe  conduft  reproves  them,  and 
whofe  ears  are  deaf  to  their  folicitations.  But  if  that  proves 
otherwife ;  and  either  the  fcandaloufnefs  of  thczir  lives,  or  im- 
minent danger  of  biing  at  length  perverted  by  them,  requires 
a  more  fpeedy  and  abrupt  ftep  to  be  taken,  we  ihall  do  well, 
on  fome  flagrant  occafion,  to  renounce  all  commevce  with  them 
at  once  :  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fets  us  free,  may  pof- 
fibly  make  on  them,  by  the  ftrength  of  the  fhock,  a  falutary 
impreffion.  Where  the  familiarity  either  cannot  or  ought  not 
to  be  broken  oiF,  the  degree  of  it,  however,  mny  be  fo  modern- 
ated,  or  fuch  exceptions  to  it  contrived  in  particular  inftances. 

Vol..  11.  ;^Mm  that, 
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thatf  pajing  ftridly  all  due  regard  to  them,  we  may  be  knewa 
to  dii'approve  what  they  do  amifs  :  dand  at  a  vifible  diftance  from 
the  faults  of  thofe  to  whom  we  are  neareft :  and  be,  like  our 
bkffed  Lord,  bolyt  harmUfs^  and  undefilcd^  feparate  frem  Jin^ 
ners  ♦,  though  we  preferve,  when  called  to  it,  a  coarfe  of  eafj 
demeanour  in  the  mid  (I  of  them,  lu  proportio;i  as  our  fitaa- 
tion  will  ^permit  us  to  vary  our  deportment  from  time  to  time, 
we  may  with-hold'from  them,  when  any  enormities  of  theirs 
demand  it,  the  ufual  franknefs  and  chearfulnefs  of  our  conver- 
fxtion ;  and  rcdore  it  on  the  profpe^l  of  their  amendment:  ive 
niay  alfo,  and  fhouid,  be  watchful  to  exprefs  our  delight  in 
every  right  aSion  they  perform ;  to  fignify  inoffenfivcly  the 
affii&ion  we  fuffer  when  they  niiibehave ;  and  thus  move  their 
good-nature,  if  any  be  left  in  them,  to  give  its  pleafure,  not 
pain,  while  we  fo  evidently  wifh  them  welL  But  ftill  fonac- 
times  neither  thcfo  nor  the  preceding  methods  can  be  tried,  at 
others  they  are  fure  or  likely  to  prove  ineffedual :  and  there- 
fore,- 

IV.  We  muft  have  recourfe  to  that,  which  the  apoftk  fpe- 
ciiies  in  the  laft  words  of  the  text,  reproving  them.  Vark>os 
perfons,  indeed,  on  various  accounts,  ^e  cannot  reprtn>e  for 
their  worts  qfdarluefin  either  having  no  accels  to  them,  or  m 
title  to  ufe  that  freedom.  ^  Or  at  mod,  we  caa  only  coovey 
oblique  reproof  under  fome  agreeable,  or  however  iqoffeofive, 
difguife ;  or  make  a  fmall  advance  upon  the  borders  of  plain 
fp^ech,  obfervmg  well  on  which  fide  they  are  moll  acccfliblei 
end  watching  for  the.feafons,  when  good  difpolstions  either  pre- 
vail or  may  be  excited.  Nor  ikould  we  negledl  any  one  of 
thefe  honed  artifices  ;  for  the  Ikilful  application  of  them  may 
poflibly  enable  us  to  gain  ground,  by  unperceived  degrees,  oa 
their  inordinate  paffions  and  bad  habits  ;  and  thus  carry  them 
fuch  lengths  towards  reformation,  as  we  #iould  in  vain  hare 
attempted,  had  they  at  firft  perceived  the  whole  of  our  dt> 
fign. 

But,  in  many  cafes,  more  direct  and  home  remomlrances.to 
the  faulty  are  neceffary :  which,  therefore,  fuch,  as  with  pn)- 
pri'ty  cnn,  are  bound  to  make  ;  and  whatever  reluflance  they 
r/.?.}'  find  to  fo  painful  a  work,  muft,  as  the  feripture  dirtft** 
i:i  cny  ijife  reluke  their  neighboor^  and  not  Jtiffer  Jin  ufftn  him ; 

for 
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for  omitting  it  is  in  the    fame  place  interpreted  to  be  2^7/- 
fiijT  him  in  ibtir  htart^.      Timely  admonition  may  flop  him 
ihort  jaft  at  the  entrance  upon  a  wrong  coarfe,  and  fnatch  him 
out  of  imminent  hazard  unhurt*      £ven  thofe«  who  are  far- 
ther gone,   may  yet  be  recalled,  by  a  lively  reprefentation  of 
their  guilt  and  danger,  of  which,  perhaps,  tliey  had  a  very  in*- 
adequate,  if  any,  appreTlenfion.     But  then   we  mud  be  very 
careful,  unlefs  we  would  intirely  lofe  all  influence,  both  at 
prefent  and  for  the  future,  that  we  never  bring  a  charge  with«- 
out  having   inconteflable   proof  of  its  truth  ;   that  a  genuine 
friendly  concern  be  evidently  the  principle  of  all  we  fay  ;  that 
we  exprefs  more  forrow  than  anger,  where  circumftances  will 
allow  it }  Es  they  peculiarly  do,  where  the  perfon  blamed  hurts 
himfelf  more  than  any  one  elfe  :    that  we  ufe  ten^r  expoiltt^ 
litions  by  choice  ;    and  harfli  exprefTions,  but  above  all,  terri^ 
fying  and  tbreatning  ones,  only  when  nothing  elfe  will  pre^ 
vest  ruin.     For  this  is,  doubtlefs,  the  meaning  of  the  apoftle's 
rule :  offowu  have  compaffion^  making  a  differeuse  ;  others  Javt 
Viiib/ear^  pulling  them  oat  of  the  fir e\.      And  even  where  the 
ftrongeft   marks  of  difapprobation  and  difpleafure  are  needful, 
they  fiiould  ever  be  (hewn  without  infult  or  haughtinefs,  with^ 
out  the  lead  appearance  of  loving  to  reprimand,  without ,ex^ 
^gg^rating  any  thing,  or  treating  the  frailties  of  human  nature 
loo  feverely  : .  indeed  with  fuch  attention  to  acknowledge  and 
point  out  whatever  in  the  general  character  of  the  perfon  con* 
cerned  is  valuable,   or  in   the  particular  circumilances  of  the 
cafe  ezcafable,  as  may  reconcile  himi   if  poflible,  to  the  liber« 
ties  taken  with  him,  by  the  conviftion  that  they  are  taken  un« 
willingly. 

Many  other  precautions,  for  the  better  fufccefs  of  this  good 
work,  every  one's  prudence  will  fuggeft  to  him,  in  the  feveral 
inilances  that  come  before  him,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
oflfence,  the  temper  of  the  offender,  and  efpecially  tht  degree 
of  authority  which  the  reprover  hath  over  him.  Pomctitnes 
all  authority  is  bcft  laid  afide,  and  foftened  into  mere  perfua- 
fioo  :  fometimes  a  moderate  (hare  of  its  weight  is  wanted,  to 
bear  down  a  lefs  complying  difpofition :  at  others,  its  whole 
force  is  little  enough  to  fetter  a  ftubborn  fpirii.  Here  then 
we  muft  each  of  us  think  and  aft  for  ourfelves :  but  with 
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§ 
this  confideration  ewtt  prefent  to  our  minds,  that  not  ooly  a  t6^ 

tal  negleOt  of  this  duty,  but  a  neg)e&  of  difcharging  it  ia  the 
rooft  effedual  manner  that  is  incumbent  on  us,  will  be  imput* 
ed  to  us  for  guilt ;  as  it  was  in  the  cafe  of  Eli  i  who  having 
contented  hiinfelf  with  gently  blaming  bis  fons,  for  what  he 
ought  abfolutely  to  have  forbidden  them,  and  deterred  them 
from,  /  will  Judge  bis  houfe  for  ^v^r/faid  God,  ybr  the  iniqui^ 
ty  which  hi  knoweth^  hecauje  his  fons  made  themf elves  vile^  amd 
he  refrained  them  not** 

When,  therefore,  mild  reprefentations  have  fmall  eflW, 
rougher  treatment  muft  be  ufed*  And  if  the  offender  gro^s 
hardened  to  private  remonftrances,  it  becomes  needful  to  ap- 
ply the  feverer  difcipline  of  more  open  ceofure«  PolSbly  be 
may  yet  retain  fenfibility  enough  to  be  moved  by  that:  fog  which 
reafon  our  Saviour  nppoints,  that  we  obferve  a  gradation  :  firft, 
tell  our  brother  his  faults  between  us  and  him  alone  ;  then,  take 
with  us  one  or  two  more  ;  and,  laftly,  tell  it  unto  the  churcbf ;  let 
the  whole  number  of  good  perfons,  with  whom  we  are  both  of  us 
conneded,  try  their  intereft  with  him.  And  if  even  that  fail,  and 
no  hope  at  all  remain  of  him ;  yet  by-ftanders  at  leaft  will 
thus  both  be  put  on  their  guard  againft  fufFeriiig  by  him,  and 
warned  againft  imitating  him.  Therefore  St.  Paul  dircds; 
them  than  fin^  do ubtlefs 'meaning  obftinately,  rebuke  bef^e  uU^ 
that  others  alfo  mayfear%.  Indeed  were  every  one  to  be  czpofcd 
for  each  mifbchaviour  of  which  he  is  guilty,  or  even  all  fuch  as 
he  doth  not  immediately  reform  ;  this  procedure  would  be  un* 
chriftian  and  inhuman  :  many  good  perfons  would  pafs  in  com* 
mon  efleem  for  very  bad  ;  and  many  blameable  ones,  but  of 
whofe  recovery  there  is  room  for  great  hope,  would  be  driven 
to  difpair  of  regartilng  any  charafler,  and  lay  sfide  the  thought 
of  growing  better.  But  there 'is  no  need  of  being  fo  tender  a- 
bout  the  reputations  of  thofe,  who  are  totally  abandoned  fo 
fin.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  of  importance  to  the  world,  that 
they  fhould  be  kncM  n  for  what  they  are :  and  not  enabled  to 
pafs  themfelves  upon  mankind  for  worthy  charaders,  by  re. 
ceiving  the  fame  re/rards  with  fuch  in  conmion  fpeech  and  be- 
haviour. He  that  faith  unto  the  wicked^  thou  art  righteous^ 
him  fhall  the  people  cu*fe^  rations  fhulh  ahhor  him.  But^  to 
tlem  that  rcluke  him.fl.alL  he  delight^  and  a  good  blejlng  fhall 
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cms  upon  tb$m'^.  There  ifr  freqacody  no  other  weapon  left 
againft  fuch  perfons,  but  public  infamy.  The  puniihments  of 
human  laws  in  multitiides  of  <^fes  cannot  reach  them,  Thofe. 
of  a  future  life  fome  have  brought  themfelves  to  d6ubt:  many 
to  overlook.  But  to  the  diflike  and  abhorrence  of  mankind 
few  or  none  can  be  infenfible:  and  every  one  that  deferve*  it 
ihould  be  made  to  feel  that  he  doth.  Wlckednefs  h  the  great 
difturber  of  the  world :  the  bane  of  all  peace  and  comfort, 
civil  and  domeftic.  Therefore  every  one  hath  a  natural  right 
to  ftand  up  and  declare  againft  it :  a  claim,  that  the  difgrace, 
which  belongs  to  it,  be  inilifted  on  it.  And  in  this  caufe 
good  men  (hould  aft  with  fpirit;  afTume  the  authority,  in 
which  their  charafter  will  fupport  them  ;  and  not  fufFer  guilr, 
which  is  by  nature  timorous  and  cowardly,  to  lift  up  its  head; 
they  fhould  unite  in  the  common  concern  of  oppofing  its  pro- 
grefe ;  and,  as  the  prophet  expreffes  it,  be  valiant  for  the  truth 
vpon  the'eartb\.  A  zeal,  fhewn  uniformly  by  the  virtuous  a- 
gainft  vice  and  that  alone ;  keep  free  from  all  mixture  of  per- 
fonal  refentment  or  private  intereft  ;  appearing,  by  the  fteps 
which  it  takes,  not  to  proceed  from  morofenefs  oftemperi 
but  from  principle,  and  conduced  by  a  moderate  (hare  of  pru- 
dence, will  ealily  refcue  itfelf  from  wrong  interpretations,  fc- 
cure  to  itfelf  reverence  from  the  world  in  general ;  and  produce 
much  good,  without  proportionable  hazard  or  difficulty. 

It  muft,  however^  be'confefled,  that  neither  is  every  one 
qualified  equally  for  fuch  a  work ;  forae,  by  nature,  being  lit- 
tle capable  of  exerting  themfelves,  or  moving  others,  and  fome 
again  of  fo  warm  paffions,  that  they  muft  not  allow  them 
fcbpe,  even  in  the  bcft  caufe  :  nor  will  the  fituation  and  con- 
nexions of  every  one  always  by  any  means  permit  him  to  ap- 
pear againft  ill  a&ions  and  ill  people  in  the  manner  that  he 
could  wi(h.  Yet  no  one  is  left  without  the  means  of  doing 
fomewhat  towards  it:  and  all  that  we  are  iable  to  .do,  with- 
out negle£ting  other  obligations,  is  our  duty.  Whoever  can 
look  with  juft  the  fame  eye  on  good  and  bad,  provided  his 
own  prefent  advantage  be  out  of  the  queftion,  hath  no  love  of 
religion,  or  virtue  in  him.  And  whoever  takes  no  notice  of 
the  difference  will  be  flirewdly  fufpefted  of  not  feeing  or  not  re- 
garding it.    The  cooleft  fpeftator  of  other  Wrong  things  that  are 
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done  thinks  immediaieljy  when  anj  happei)  to  cffed  faiafalf, 
that  all  ought  to  intereft  Chemfelves  on  his  behalf,  indeed  csa 
hardly  do  it  too  much.  And  therefore,  when  things  are  dpee. 
ivhich  aflfed  the  htppineis  of  othersi  the  welfare  of  focietj, 
the  honour  of  our  Maker,  onr  Redeemer,  and  our  Sandifier, 
we  ought  to  intereft  ourfelves  for  thefe.  Perhaps  we  may  ob- 
j'.'fi,  that  our  concern  would  be  fruitlefa*  And  fo,  perhaps, 
was  that  of  David^  when  he  faid,  rivirs  of  waters  rum  J$um 
mine  tya^  hecauft  mtn  keep  not  thy  law.  My  zeal  batb  even 
confumed  me^  becaufe  they  forget  thy  words*.  But  oertainlj 
fo  was  that  oijtifi  Lot^  who  dwelling  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Sodom,  in  feeing  and  hearing  vexed  bis  rigbttous  foul  from  iaj 
to  day  witb  tbeir  unlawful  deedsj-*  Yet  they  are  propofed  u 
objeds,  not  of  blame,  but  praife.  And  indeed  uneafy  fenti- 
ments  on  fuch  occafions,  however  inelFedual  otherwife,  may 
improve  us  confiderably,  by  reminding  us,  that  we  are  ofCod^ 
and  tbe  world  lietb  in  wickednefsX  ;  provided  we  carefully  -te- 
ftrain  them,  which  itfelf  will  be  a  profitable  inward  exercife, 
from  running  into  excefs*  Befides,  whoever  preferves  tbb 
due  medium  between  indifference  and  vehemence,  as  he  will 
be  always  prudently  feeking  methods  of  reclaiming,  or  at  kaft 
of  checking  the  guilty,  and  confequently  fecuring  the  inno- 
cent ;  fo  he  will  find  more  than  any  one  elfe  can  fuggeft  to 
him  :  and  though  hated  by  the  bad,  or  difpifed  by  the  thought* 
lefs,  for  this  troublefome  adivity,  will  be  efteemed  by  many 
fellow. labourers,  many  converts  whom  he  hath  helped  to 
make,  many  ready  to  fall,  whom  he  hath  feafonably  flajcd 
and  ftrengthened.  Or  let  him  have  ever  fo  moch  caufe  to 
fay  in  other  refpcfts,  /  have  laboured  in  vain^  I  bavefpent  mf 
flrength  for  nougbt :  yet  furely  bis  judgement  is  witb  the  Lori^ 
and  bis  work  with  his  Co(l\. 
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L  A  M,  iii.  40* 
Z£i  usfsarch  and  try  our  wayi^  and  turn  agah.  to  tig  'Lord* 

n^  H  £   gracious  and  wife  Creator  of  all  thingSf  as  he  hath 
^      made  known  to  every  cireature^  by  a  fecret  inftindl,  the 
way  of  life  which  belongs  to  its  frame  and  condition :  fo  to 
n&an  be  batbjbewtt^  both  by  his  affe&ions  and  his  underftand^ 
ing,  what  is  good^  and  what  be  requires  of  bim.     Yet  having 
llaced  him  in  a  date  of  trial,  in  which  thefe  inward  principles 
Ittight  be  perverted  and  miflead  him»  he  hath  gracioully  fuperr 
added  external  manifeftations  of  bis  will  for  our  furer  and  com* 
pfeter  guidance  :    thus  making  our  rule  of  duty  evident  and 
obligatory  in  the  higheft  degree*     No  courfe  of  aftionis  moie 
plainly  fuited  to  the  nature  of  any  agent,  than  religion  and  vir- 
tue is  to  ours.     For  what  can  be  more  evidently  natural,  than 
for  a  reafonable  being  to  make  reafon  his  governing  principle ; 
for  a  focial  being  to  dojuftly^  and  love  mercy  ;  and  for  a  create- 
ed  one  to  walk  humbly  with  bis  God  *  ?     /  ^  eeably  therefore 
to  this  peculiar  defiination,  which  allots  to  us  employments 
worthy  to  fill  up  an  eternal  exiftence,  whereas  inferior  animals 
arrive  very  foon,   without  contributing  almoft  any  thing  to  jt 
themfelves,  at  the  fmall  perfe&ion  of  which  they  are  capable, 
imd  there  ftop :  man  is  qualified,  and,  as  revelation  fully  alTures 
us,  deiigned,  for  cndlefs   improvement  in  goodnefs  and  bappi- 
nefi,  but  fuch  as  ihall  depend  on  his  own  care   and  induftry, 
excited  and  affiiled  by  the  grace  of  God. 

For  this  purpofe,  together  with  an  inward  perception  of 
vrhat'is  right  and  fit  for  us  to  do,  and  what  is  otherwifc,  we 
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bave  alfo  a  faculty  of  felf-reflezion,  which,  prefenting  ns  to 
our  own  view,  fliew  us,  what  we  have  been  and  arc  The 
cxcrcife  of  this  fac.ulty  is  expreffed  in  the  text  hjfearcbing  and 
trying  our  ways  ;  and  elfe  where  by  examining  and  proving  oirr- 
J'ehes*,  and  knowing  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts^  \  which  phrales 
have  their  peculiar  import  aad  ufe.  For  ai  the  temper  and 
Hate  of  our  hearts  is  the  great  thing  that  we  have  to  be  coo- 
cerned,  about  in  religion  9  fo  the  confideration  of  our  ways*  or 
t\m  aAions  in  which  our  temper  is  exerted  and  fhewn,  mnft 
difcover  to  us  the  motives  that  influence  it  f  juft  as,  ift  the  ma- 
terial objeSs  that  furro^nd  us,  we  learn,  from  particular  fads 
and  appearances,  the  general  laws  bjr  which  the  frame  of  things 
is  governed. 

This  faculty  of  moral  reflexion,  and  the  felfoapprobation  or 
diflike  arifiitg  from  it,  which  we  commonly  call  by  the  name 
.  of  confcience^  is  the  charadler  that  diftinguiflies  man  from  the 
beings  below  him ;  it  is  the  principle  that  God  hath  endued 
with  an  evident  right  to  direA  our  lives :  and,  according  as 
we  employ  or  difrcgard  it,  we  ihall  advance  or  go  back  in  r«al 
religion. 

The  feeds  of  every  virtue  were  planted  in  the  foul  of  man 
originally,  each  in  its  due  order  and  proportion,  withoat  any 
mixture  of  evil.  Yet  even  then,  for  want  of  due  cultiratioa 
by  our  firft  parants,  they  were  fatally  blafted,  inftead  of  grow- 
ing  up  to  the  perfcftion  for  which  they  were  defigned.  But 
now,  when  our  inward  frame  is  fo  unhappily  difordcrcd  and 
weakened  by  their  fall,  watchfulnefs  over  it  is  become  on. 
fpeakably  more  necefiary  than  it  was  at  firil.  And  fince,  with 
n  nature  thus  prone  to  err,  we  are  a  confiderable  time  from 
our  birth  before^^e  refled  on  our  aftions  at  all;  and,  after 
that,  do  it  very  imperfedly  ;  it  cannot  fail,  but  our  own  bad 
inclinations,  and  the  cufloms  of  a  bad  worlds  muft  have  led  us 
all  afide,  more  or  lefs,  from  the  right  path,  before  we  knew 
diftincUy  which  it  was.  Nor  have  we,  many  of  us,  it  may 
be  feared,  made  fo  early  or  fo  effeAnal  an  ufe,  as  we  mi^hr, 
of  the  faculty  of  felf-govemment,  in  that  feafon  of  warm  and 
hafly  pafGons  which  quickly  follows  the  firft  confiderable  ufe 
of  reafon.  And,  if  not,  we  may  be  ftill  furer  of  finding  many 
things  within  us  that  want  corre&ion. 

A  great 
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A  great  part  of  thofe  around  us,  we  foe,  are  quite  wicked* 
Aod  in  the  few  that  are  ferioufly  good,  the  moft  fiiperficial  ob« 
ierrer  and  mod  charitable  interpreter  will  difcem  a  great  num- 
ber of  faults  and  imperfeAioas'unreformed.  Since  therefore 
failures  in  point  of  duty  are,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  to 
be  apprehended,  and  have  in  faft  happened  to  all  the  reft  of 
the  world:  if  >Ve  Were  not  ufuallj,  bv  a  moft  prepofterous 
kind  of  negligence,  lefs  attentive  to  ourfelves  than  to  others, 
tve  Siould  be  likely  to  perceive  the  moft  dlfordersin  that  brcaft, 
with  which  we  have  the  moft  opportunities  of  being  intimate- 
ly acqoainted.  But,  at  leaft,  there  is  ground  enough  for  tis 
to  exiimine,  what  our  ftate  really  is  :  Xofearcb  and  try  our 
wfl/f ;  that,  if  We  have  erred  in  anything,  we  may  turn  again 
to  the  Ldrd. 

And  though  It  is  very  apparent,  that  fuch  a  refolution  may 
feave  many  good  conftquences,  and  can  have  no  bad  ones,  if 
executed  ift  the  manner,  which  every  man's  reafon,  and  the 
iffofA  of  God,  will  fuggeft  to  him  :  yel,  for  your  further  en- 
couragement and  direftion,  I  Ihall  lay  before  you  particjular- 

I.  The  advantages  that  tnay  arife  from  this  inquiry. 

I(.  llie  chief  thiogs  requifite  for  performing  it  aright. 

J.  The  advantages  that  may  arife  from  it. 
A  confidetable  part  of  the  wrong  conduA  of  mankind  pro- 
ceeds, not  fo  much  frotn  any  ftrbng  inclination  to  do  amifs,  as 
ffom  being  fo  unhappily  thoughtlefs,  that  the  flighteft-  motive 
is  enough  to  determine  their  choice  any  way.  We  engage  at 
firft  in  this  or  that  fort  of  behaviour,  we  fcarce  know  why  or 
how :  thien  go  on  of  coorfe  in  the  way  we  have  fet  ^t  in, 
without  thinking  whither  it  leads  us  \  and  by  ufe  grow  fond  n 
of  it,  and  zealous  for  it ;  yet  are  too  indolent  all  the  while 
once  to  a(k  ourfelves,  perhaps,  ^^ether  we  are  aiming  at  any 
thing  ;  or,  however,  whether,  it  be  at  what  we  ought ;  or 
fomething  of  little  importance,  if  not  hurtful  or  criminal* 
Now  this  cafe,  without  reflexion,  is  quite  irrecov</able ;  and 
a  little  redeicion  in  time  would  eafily  fet  all  right.  Nay,  even 
where  vehement  paiBons  hi^rry  perfons  into  follies  and  fins,  it 
Was  for  w^ant  of  this  wholefome  difcipline  at  firft,  diat  their 
pafiions  gained  the  maftery  ;  and  applying  it  fteadily  for  fome 
tinxe  will  be  a  fure  means,  through  God*s  blelling,  of  reducing 
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them  again  to  fabjeSioa*  For  there  is  no  poffibilitj,  eidier 
of  viewing  a  bad  aftion,  in  a  full  light,  without  abhorrence^  or 
of  weighing  its  confequences  without  terror.  Wickedneist 
therefore,  alwajs  baniflies  thought,  and  pietj  and  virtue  en- 
courage it.  A  good  man,  far  from  being  driven  to  hide  bis 
inward  condition  from  himfelf,  though  he  find  many  things 
that  want  flill  to  be  amended,  jet  finds  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
many,  whicb,^  through,  the  aid  of  God*s  Holy  Spirit,  are  already 
grown,  and  daily  groiving  better,  that  he  feels  no  joy  equal  to 
that  of  his  heart  telling  him,  what  he  is^  But  the  guilty  mind 
is  driven  by  fear  and  fhame  to  ilifie  the  voice  of  nature  and 
confcience,  that  ftruggles  in  the  bread  for  utterance.  R-atry 
oney  that  doetb  evU^  batetb  the  lights  neither  cometh  to  the  li^htf 
left  his  deeds  Jbould  he  reproved:  but  be,  that  doetb  truth,  corn^ 
etb  to  the  light,  that  bis  deeds  may  be  made  mantfefiy  that  they 
are  wrought  in  God*.  And  therefore  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks  of 
f:lf- amendment,  as  the  immediate  fruit  of  felf.infpeclion.  / 
thought  en  my  ways^  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  t^imonies : 
J  made  haJU,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments^^ 

Nor  doth  it  only  excite  in  us  good  refolutions,.  but  furniflies 
diredions  how  to  put  them  in  pra&ice.  Reflexion  will  (hew 
us,  aiid  nothing  elfe  can,  by  what  defed  within,  or  what  op- 
portunity without,  each  of  our  faults  got  ground  in  our  breafts: 
and  which  is  the  way  to  root  h  out  again.  • .  For  wmnt  of  this 
knowledge,  multitudes  try.  in  vain  to  correft  the  diforders  of 
their  hearts  and  lives ;  and  only  here  and  i^ytze,  one  recovers, 
as  it  were  by  force  of  conftitution  \  whilfl  numbers  perifli, 
who.might  have  been  preferved  by  a  competent  aoquaintaocr 
with  the  method  of  cure.  For  every  itngle  cafe  requires  to 
be  in  fpme  degree  differently  treated  ;  and  muft  therefore,  in ' 
order  to  it,  be  particularly  ftudied.  Strong  refolutions  indeed 
may  fometimes  do  a  great  de«l :  but  very  often  ftrength,  unaf- 
fifted  by  ikill,  waftes  itfelf  to  no  purpofe  :  and  the  bad  fuceefa 
of  vehement  efforts  ill-dire&ed  leaves  little  ability,  and  Ids 
heart,  for  fiurther  endeavours. 

Another  ufe  of  fearching  frequently  into  our  pad  ways,  is 
to  preferve  ourfelves  from  the  fecrf  t  approach  of  future  dan- 
gers.   The  firfl  deviation  f<i  m  their  duty  is  in  moil  perfons 
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butfmall ;  and  its  progrefs,  far  fome  time,  gentle  and  unnoticed 
bjT  themfelves  ;  till  they  have  infenfibly  gone  fuch  a  length,  that 
they  are  tempted  to  difpair  of  being  able  to  return.  And  there- 
fore attending  to  Httle  errors  is  the  fiifeft  method  to  prevent 
great  ones.  But  even  where  we  have  yet  been  guilty  of  none, 
obfcrvation  wUl  fliew  us  many  tcndcwjies,  tliat  we  have  to 
in;  many  weak  and  exj>offd  places  in  our  minds,  unlikely  to 
witliftand  the  aflaulrs,  that  mail  be  expefted  in  luch  a  world  as 
this.  And  hence  we  thall  be  forewarned  to  avoid  ihc  terao- 
tations  that  will  endanger  us  ;  to  prepare  ourf«.4v€s  for  fuch  as 
we  cannot  avoid;  and  ilrcngthenour  inward  frame  with  fuch 
care,  that  k  may  be  proof  againft  the  various  accidents  of 
life. 

Tin  this  is  doije  in  fonle  good  degree,  reflexion,  though  al- 
ways of  the  highcft  uff ,  will  often  be  very  unpler.fing,  by  fet- 
ting  before  our  eyes  the  difagrpeable  view  of  our  faults.  But 
when  we  have  tolerably  well  reformed  and  fortified  our  minds, 
then  the  cxercifc  of  it  will  grow  dc4ightful,  every  day  beyond 
other.  And  when  once  we  can  fay  to  ourfelves,  on  fure  grounds, 
that  we  iave  fought  the  goodfght'*^  and  gotten  the  viftory, 
and  have  only  the  fcatiered  remains  of  the  enemy  kft  to  pur- 
fue  and  dcftroy ;  ho.vv  iaexprciiible  will  the  fatisfadion  be  to  en- 
joy the  approbation  of  our  own  hearts,  and  the  confcioufnefs 
ofGod*s  favour;  to  look  back  aiid  fee  the  dangers,  from 
which  we  are  efcaped ;  to  f^ti  within,  iliat  a  temper  of  piety 
and  virtue  is  indeed  tife  happinefs  of  man  ;  ami  fxptM'iencc  the 
continual  increafe  of  that  temper,  continually  diminishing  our 
burthens  and  forrows^  and  opening  to  us  ftcw  fcfiurs  of  enjoy- 
ment, to  which  we  were  llrangers  luforc  1 

All  thefe  are  general  advuntages flowing  £i'oin  thq  practice  pi 
feIf-infiH»^iofl.  §ut  in  many  cafes- it  hath  yet  a  more  cfpcclal 
good  influence.  A  diftinS  knowledge  of  ourfclves  will  greatly 
fecure  us  from  the  ill  eifcds  of  dattery,  which  would  perfua^e 
us  that  we  are  what  we  feel  we  are  not ;  and  enable  us  to 
bear  unjufl  reproach,  thinking  it  a  very  fuall  thing  that  we 
Jhould  he  judged  of  maiCs  judgemitrt,  wlien  v\e  can  reiled  with 
comfort,  that  he  whojudgeth  us  is  the  Lord[.  Experience  of 
our  infirmities  will'teach  us  humility,  and  move  us  to  compaf- 
fioa  and  forgivenefs,  accordin|:  to  the  apoftlc's  diredion  :  Bre^ 

N  a  a  -  ihren^ 
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thren^  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  faulty  rejlore.ftfch  an  erne  im 
tbefpirit  ofmeeknefs^  conJiJering  thyfelf  lejl  thou  alfa  be  tempi' 
ed*.  Experience  where  our  ftrength,  as  well  as  our  wenk- 
ncfs  lies,  will  fliew  us,  how  t^c  are  bcft  able  to  ferve  Gcd 
and  our  fellow-creatures ;  what  we  may  attempt,  wliat  v^QX 
be  too  much  for  us.  And  ftrid  obfervatipn  of  our  own  hearts 
will  qualify  us,  beyond  all  things,  to  give  ufcful  cautions  to 
others,  and  direct  their  fteps  in  tho  right  y^ay. 

But,  in  order  to  receive  thefe  or  any  benefits  from  fclf-io- 
quiry,  there  are, 

J  I.   Some  rules  to  be  obferved  for  conducting  it  properly. 

Of  thefe  the  iuDdamental  one  is,  that  we  confider  it  as  a  re- 
ligious duty ;  perform  it  as  in  the  prefence  of  God ;  and 
eamellly^  beg  him,  to  ihew  us  in  a  true  light  to  oarfelvcs. 
IVbo  can  tell  bow  oft  he  offendeth  f  0  cleanfe  thou  me  Jrom 
my  fecret  faults\.  TCry  me^  0  God^  and  feek  the  ground  of 
my  heart :  prove  me^  and  examine  my  thoughts.  ZooJk  well^ 
if  there  be  any'  way  of  vaickednefs  in  me:  and  lead  me  in  the, 
way  everlqfiingt'  A  ferious  regard  to  the  moft  awful^  and 
yet  moft  gracious  of  beings,  will  be  a  confiant  prefervative 
againft  all  the  errors,  however  oppofite,  to  which  we  are  liable 
in  this  matter. 

Some  are  fo  very  fenfible  before-hand  of  their  own  condi- 
tion  in  general,  that  they  are  afraid  of  examining  into  it  par- 
ticularly :  or,  if  they  do  begin  the  inquiry,  they  have  bo: 
courage  to  carry  it  on.  For  the  more  we  reflcd  on  our  faults^ 
the  more  we  muft  feel  that  fliame  and  remorfe,  which  God  hath 
placed  in  our  minds,  as  he  hath  done  the  fenfe  of  pain  m  our 
bodies^  to  rcftrain  us  from  proceeding  in  what  would  defi'roy 
us.  Now  moft  perfons  are  willing  to  recover  their  bodily 
health,  how  much  foever  they  fuffcr  in  the  cure :  but  to  regain 
a  right  ftatc  of  foul,  on  which  all  depends,*  they  will  bear  no- 
thing. So,  becaufe  their  condition  is  bad,  they  let  it  go  en  to 
be  daily  worfe  i  rather  than  have  the  uneafioefs  of  thinking  of 
it,  to  make  it  better.  Yet  negleAing  to  look  into  our  world- 
ly affairs,  becaufe  we  think  them  defperate,  every  one  owns  to 
be  wrong  :  and  muft  it  not  then  be  infinitely  more  fo  in  our 
eternal  concerns,  which  can  never  be  defperate,  but  from  our 

refixlin^ 
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nfufing  to  look  into  them  ?  •  As  foon*  therefore,  as  any  i 
finds  an  averfion  to  felf-inquirj  beginning,  he  (hould  inland/ 
break  through  it,  fet  about  the  work,  and  never  flop  till  he 
bath  finilbed  it*  For  then  is  the  feafon  of  trial,  that  in  all 
likelihood  may  determine  his  date  for  ever  after.  Thci  dveVfion 
will  ittcreafe,  if  we  jield  to  it ;  and  the  habit  of  fin  grow-firoa- 
ger:  the  next  effiort  will  be  ftillmore  uneafy,  and  conftqaentlj- 
^nter,  than  the  prefent ;  and  all  will  end  in  a  total  defpair  of 
becoming  what  we  ought.  Yet,  at  the  fame  time,  we  muil  re- 
flsft  now  and  then,  whether  we  will  or  not :  and  maj^even  b/ 
tranfient  thoughts,  undergo  more  pain  to  no  purpofe,  than 
would  have  wroughv  a  cure.  But  (hould  anj  thing  happen,  as 
many  niay,  te  awaken  us  in  a  full  and  lalling  view  of  our  coa. 
dition,  when  perhaps  we  may  be  fo  far  enflaved  to  fin,  as  to 
pradlife  it  on,  with  our  eyes  open  to  all  its  horrors ;  this  wooU 
be  a  dreadful  fccne  indeed.  Or  could  we  be  fo  fatally  foe- 
ce&ful,  as  to  baniik  thought  intirely ;  it  would  only  be 
lofing  the  fenfe  of  part  of  our  miferjr,  and,  with  it,  all  hope  of 
bappine&t 

I^et  us  therefore  neither  be  too  tender,  nor  too  prond,  to 
l^ar  infpc&ing  our  hearts  and  lives  :  and^  that  we  may  bear 
it  well,  let  us  learn  to  moderate,  if  we  have  need,  the  uneafinefs 
which  it  may  give  us.  For  every  paffion  that  we  have  may 
be  raifed  fo  high,  as,  to  defeat  its  own  end.  And  though  we 
can  diflike  nothing  fo  juftly,  as  our  faults ;  and  very  few  dif-  * 
like  them  near  enough ;  yet  if  we  diflike  curfelves  for  them 
too  much  to  have  patience  to  think  of  them,  and  mend  them; 
that  runs  into  a  new  fault :  and  we  (hould  check  ourfelves  for 
.  it,  mildly  indeed,  but  very  carefully  ;  confidering  well  both  our 
natural  frailty,  and  our  Maker's  goodnefs :  but  efpecially  the 
promifes  of  forgivenefs  and  grace,  which  he  haih  recorded  for 
our  ufe  in  his  holy  wprd  ;  not  in  order  to  reconcile  us  at  all  to 
.fin,  but  in  a  reafonable  degree  to  ourfelves.  And  how  morti- 
fying foever  a  needful  examination  may  (lill  prove,  it  is  furely 
worth  while  to  fupport  the  mod  painful  reflexions  for  the  pre- 
fent, when  it  will  fecure  us  a  fucc^flion  of  pleafing  and  happy' 
pnes  ever  after ;  and  verify  that  encouraging  account,  which 
the  foo  pf  Siracb  hath  given  of  this  whole- matter :  Wifdom  ex^ 
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aheth  .her  children,  and  layeth  hold  of  them  that  fteh  her.  Be 
that  holdeth  her  faji  Jhall  inherit  gtory  :   and  wherefoeverjte 

enters,  the  lord  will  hlefs At  firflfhe  vntt  Hvalk  nvttb  him 

iy  crooked  ways,  and  bring  fear  and  dread  upon  him,  and  /or- 
ment  him  with  her  difcipline  ;  until  Jbe  may  truji  hit  foul ^  and 
try  him  hy  her  laws.  7hen  willjhe  rtturn  thebaic  vuty  untQ 
him,  and  comfort  him,  andfhew  him  berfecrets.  But  if  he  ^o 
ivrongjhe  willforfake  him  and  give  him  over  i(F  his  tnvn  ruim, 
Olferve  the  opportunity  and  beware  oftvil*. 

But  ftioft  perfons  arc  in  the  contrary  extreme  to  this  ovft- 
great  fentibiiiry;  and  bj  no  means  apprrh«n^  fuSicientlj, 
Xijhat  Spirit  they  are  off,  or  what  lives  they  have  lod.  The 
courfe  of  behaviour  to  which  we  are  inclined,  efpecially  if  we 
have  fallen  into  it  early,  and  find  others  do  not  fcruplc  it,  wc 
are  very  unwilling  to  fufped  of  any  thing  wrong  ;  very  apt 
to  ftifle  our  fufpicions,  if  they  rife ;  and  to  take  it  much 
amifs,  if  others  intimate  t^eir  judgment  of,  what  furely  wc 
ought  to  underfiand  befi,  our  own  condufl.  Therefore,  be- 
fore we  can  at  all  depend  on  the  good  opinion  vft  may  entertais 
of  ourfelves,  we  fiiould  aik  our  hearts,  and  make  them  anfwer 
honeftly :  have  we  fearched  our  ways  at  all  ?  Have  we  fearcbed 
the  whole  of  them  ?  And  have  w«  done  it  with  impartiality 
and  diligence  ?  Or  winked  a  little,  where  we  did  not  care  to 
lodsL ;  forgot  a  few  things,  that  we  had  no  pleafure  in  remem* 
bering  ;  and  coloured  over  what  we  found,  without  it,  would 
appear  difagreeable  ?  A  fond  affe^ion,  even  to  others,  can  make 
us  wonderfully  blind  to  their  defeds  :  and  much  more  may  it 
lA  our  own  cafe.  So  that,  unlefs  we  have  examined  with 
great  accuracy,  though  we  know  nothing  by  our/elves,  yet  are 
itr  not  thereby  juJliJiedXi  and  what  we  may  call  the  teftimooj 
of  our  confcience,  may  be  given  fo  unfairly  as  to  be  of  oo 
weight.  For  if  a  man  think  himfelf  to  be  fometbing^  when  he^ 
is  nothing,  he  deceivfth  himfelf  But  let  every  man  prove  lis 
cwn  work,  and  thenfhallhc  have  rejoicing  in  himfelf\^  Let 
us,  therefore,  carry  always  in  our  minds  the  i^rudive  re- 
mark of  Solomon,  that,  every  way  of  a  man  is  right  in  his  ou« 
eyes,  but  the  Lord ponderetb  the  hearts^.  And  let  us  be  care- 
ful  fo  to  ponder  and  judge  our  own  hearts  now,  that  we  majr 

be 

•  Ecclnfl.  iv.  xi.M«»2o.  t  Luke  ix.  $$•  M  Cor.  ir.  4- 

$  Gal.  vi.  3,  4.  |  Prav.  sxi:  a. 


Sit.  LXV»    Tt^  jhf^tann  tf  Se^£xaminutkfr*  987 

be  able,  through  the  i&ef cf  procttrei  fiot  us  by  our  btefled  Re- 
deemer, to  ftand  his  fin^l  judgement  hereafter. 

Nor  mufi  we  examine  only  into  the  weak  and  fufpiclous 
parts  af  our  chara&ers  and  conduct :  but  th<^e  which  procure 
us  the  mod  applaufe  from  others  and  ourfelves  :  for  want  of 
vhicb,  even  vices,  a  little  difgui&d,  maj  pafs  opon  us  for 
great  virtues  ;  and  we  maj  be  doingy  with  entire  fatisfadion, 
\%bat  we  ikould  abhor,  if  we  underflood  it  right.  This  is  the 
way  to  grow  in  love  with  our  faults^  inftead  of  corre&ing 
them  ;  and  therefore  we  &ould  often  call  to  mind  that  Ciirprif* 
ing,  but  too  commoui  cbarader  of  the  church  of  Zaodicea  ; 
thou  Jay  ejl^  I  am  rich^  and  increaftd  with  goodr,  and  have  need 
of  nothing:  andinawefi  noty  that  thou  art  wretehedf  and  mi/er- 
ahlty  and  poor ^  and  blinds  and  naked*. 

Nor  arc  thcfe  general  grounds  of  caution  the  only  ones  j  but 
every  pcrfoa  will  find^  on  inquiry,  particular  reafons  for  being 
watchful  and  diftruftful  of  himl'elfy  in  fome  point  or  other  ^ 
ariiing,  perhaps,  from  unhappy  experience  of  failures,  at  leaft 
from  conviAion  of  the  dangers,  incident  to  his  natural  dif- 
pofition,  age,  employment,  company ;  and,  which  is  a  matter 
of  no-  fixiall  confideratioQ,  rank  in  the  world.  For  they,  above  all, 
flioiald  be  careful  in  learching  their  own  breafis,  whofe  higher 
condition  fubjeAs  them  moil;  to  flattery,  and  removes  them 
lartheft  from  hearing  cenfure. 

But  though  it  is  very  uncommon  for  perfons  to  carry  their 
fufpicions  of  themfelves  far  enough,  yet  we  may  carry  them 
too  far  ;  efpeeially  if  we  examine  ourfelves,  as  it  may  be  mod 
people  do,  only  or  chiefly  when  we  are  under  fome  ilrong  de- 
gree, of  forrow  or  fear.  For  then  we  fliall  be  apt  not  only  to 
fuffer  groundlefs  uneafinefs,  by  thinking  qiuch  too  ill  of  our 
prefent  ftate,  which  is  by  no  means  a  duty :  but  to  difpair,  and 
lay  afide  the  endeavour  of  becoming  better,  which  would  be  a 
deftrufiive  error.  The  proper  time  for  felf-infpcaion,  there- 
fore, is,  when  ,we  are  in  the  calmeft  and  evened  date  of  mind, 
neither  carelefs  and  prefumptuous,  nor  terrified  and  defponding. 
And  we  fliould  often  repeat  the  work,  place  ourfelves  and  our 
ad  ions  in  diflferent  points  of  view,  and  compare  the  refalt  of 
our  feveral  obfervations,  that  one  may  reSify  or  confirm  an- 

other. 
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.  other.  Nor  T7ill  ic  be  at  all  fufficient  to  fee  what  we  hari 
been  and  are,  without  cooful ting  the  word  of  Grod,  as  well  ai$ 
oar  confcience^,  which  may  elfe  mifguide  us,  to  learn  what  itt 
ought  to  be.  And  though  it  would  be  an  unhappy  weakncC 
to  affiight  or  entangle  ourfelves;  by  imagining  the  rule  of  oii^ 
duty  (I  rider  than  it  h  ;  yet  it  may  be  a  fatal  ihiftakfi  to  fiat« 
ter  ourfelves,  by  imagining  it  lefs  ftrift :  and  the  plain  Way  is« 
firfi  to  judge  of  it  reajfbnably  and  uprightly f  then  to  try  our 
condition  by  it  impartially  and  frequently, *  The  more  conftant 
we  are  in  doing  this,  th^  eafier,  the  more  beneficial,  the  moii 
falisfadory,  it  will  be  :  whereas  long  intervals  will  only  give 
time  for  ill  habits  to  ftrengthen  and  multiply^  till  we  ihall 
h^ve  no  heart  to  attempt  a  reformation  of  them^ 

And  though  the  clofleft  attendance  on  this  duty  inay,  at  pre- 
fi:nt\  be  far  fiom  produciiig  all  the  good  fruit  we  could  wifb, 
it  (hould  iiever  difcourage  us  from  proceeding  in  what  w€ 
know  to  be  necfeffary.  Beginnings  in  almofi  every  thing  are 
laborious  and  im perfect  :  and  we  make  a  flow  progrefs  at  firft, 
even  in  what  afterwards  we  come  to  excel!  iii.  The  fmalleft 
ftep  we  can  take  towards  felf*amendment  is  advancing  foai6- 
what  towards  happinefs :  and  if  our  zeal  continue,  our  difficul- 
ties will  afluredly  lefl*en,  and  bur  proficiency  grow  quicker* 
For  though  of  otsrfelver  we  ctin  do  ttotbtng^'y  yet  God  gheth 
power  to  the  faint:  and  to  tbem  that  have  n9  mighty  be  tncreaf 
tthfir^ngtb.  They  that  wait  on  the  Lord Jh all  run  and  not  It 
xiearyf  theyjhall  wait  and  notfaintf. 

And  as  the  word  of  men  ought  not  to  give  up  themfelves  as 
incapable  of  becoming  good,  nor  thofe  in  the  lowefl  rank  of 
goodnefs  to  defpair  of  becoming  eminent  in  time ;  fo  neither 
ihould  thofe  who  are  in  the  higheft  indulge  too  great  a  compla- 
cency in  their  own  improvements  ;  much  lefs  a  contempt  of 
others,  or  an  imagination,  which  the  great  apofile  difclaims, 
as  though  they  had  already  attained^  either  were  already 
perfcEi.  But  the  common  duty  of  all,  to  ezprefs  it  in  his  fol- 
lowing words,  ih  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind^  and 
reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before^  to  prefs 
towards  the  mark^  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Chrifl  JefusX*  Which  that  we  may  all  obtain,  he  of  his 
infinite  mercy  grant,  Mc^ 
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Thejiar  of  tie  Lord  u  the  heginning  ofwifdont :  and  the  inoMj* 
ledge  of  the  Holy  is  undtrftcmding* 

"ITTE  all  naturally  defire  happincfs:  we  all  know,  that  obtain* 
ixig  it  greatlj  depends  on  a  wife  choice  of  our  condu£l:  in 
life  :  and  yet  very  few  examine,  with  any  care,  what  conduA 
is  likelielt  to  procure  us  the  felicity  that  we  feek*  The  livelier 
pax^t  of  the  world,  hurried  along  by  a  giddy  tumult  of  paffioas 
and  fancies,  venture,  with  a  moft  intrepid  gaiety  of  heart,  oa 
whatever  looks  pleafing  to  them :  and  are  in  much  too  great 
hafte  for  prefent  gratification,  ever  to  fia^  and  once  think,  what 
may  be  the  confequonces,  either  to  others,  or  even  to  them* 
felvcs.  The  good-natured  and  flexible  are  eafily  drawn  to  fel- 
low the  more  aSive  and  enterprifmg  of  their  acquaintance  \ 
and  the  thoughtleis  and  indolent  find  it  unfpeakably  the  leaft 
trouble  to  let  themfelves  be  borne  along  by  the  tide  of  cuftom 
and  faihion,  juft  as  it  flows  and  ebbs  by  turns.  Yet  furely 
reaEbn  doth  not  make  part  of  our  nature  for  ^o  purpofe ;  nor 
experience  difcover  any  thing  more  plainly,  than  the  number* 
lefs  miferies  that  proceed  from  going  on  thus  at  all  adven- 
tures. 

Thofe,  therefore,  who  are  a  little  more  confiderate,  take  a 
different  courfe:  yet  often  fcarce  a  better,  and  fometimes  a 
worfe.  They  defpife  the  weaknefs  of  being  caught  with  every 
bait  of  prefent  pleafure,  or  abandoning  their  lives  to  the  direc- 
tion of  mere  chance  \  and  follow,  with  great  attention,  art  and 
induilry,  what  the  world,  calls  their  intereft.  But  this  being 
their  only  vie.w,  the  difappointed  are  totally  miferable ;  and. 
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more  or  Icfs,  all  are  difappointcd  ;  the  far  greateft  part,  ▼ery 
grievoufly.  And  the  fmall  remainder,  who  fcam  to  attain 
their  wi^es,  betray,  under  the  faireift  fliew  of  ontward  ptofpe- 
rity,  evident  tokens,  that  they  have  very  littk  inward  eojoy- 
sient  to  compenfate  for  the  many  and  long  anKtetiea  th«  ofoal- 
ly  precede.  Few  things  eome  up,  even  at  firft,  to  what  they 
promifed :  and  fuch  as  do,  fall  bclo'w  it  rery  foon  \  leaving  the 
mind,  at  bed,  languid  and  imDatisfied.  But  if  fvch  pcrfeoi 
have  taken,  as  they  comnionly  do  take,  forbidden  wayf,- 
amongft  others,  to  their  ends  ;  then  additional  uneafineffes  croud 
ill  upon  them  :  painful  rtfledions  on  their  paft  behavioor ;  fo* 
licitous  appreheniions  of  what  may  fellow,  bbtb  here  and  here- 
after. For  there  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  hean  of  man  an  ia- 
bred  fenfc  of  right  and  wrong  ;  which,  however  heedtefly  over- 
looked, or  ftudioufly  Aippreffed  %  the  gay  or  the  bufy  part  of 
the  world,  will,  from  time  to  time,  make  them  both  fed,  tbM 
'  it  hath  the  jtifleft  authority  to  govern  aB  that^fc  do,  as  wcD  as 
power  to  reward  with  the  tnreft  conColatfon,  aad  piudih  wiA 
the  acuteft  remorfe. 

Others,  therefore,  fee  tfaeabfohxte  neeeffity  of  bringin)g  virme 
•  and^duty  into  the  account,  when  they  ddf berate  concerning  the 
behaviour  that  leads  ^to  happinefs.  And  Veere  the  tcgartl, 
which  they  pay  to  thefe,  univerfal  and  uniform,  their  bappi- 
nefs  would  be  «a  complete  as  huinan  nature  and  circomilances 
permit.  But  too  often  th6y,  who  prafiife  confcientioufly  fiuDc 
duties,  with  firange  inconfiftency,  utterly  defpife  others*  Acd, 
which  is  firanger  yet,  many,  who  profefs  the  moft  generoas 
concert!  for  moral  obligations,  quite  forget  the  firft  and  ftrong- 
cft  of  them  all,  the  reverence  due  to  him  who  made  ns.  I1it 
ties,  which  unite  them  to  their  fellow- creatures,  they  reatfy 
ad^nowledge :  but  unaccountably  flight  their  abfolute  depeo- 
dence  on  their  Creator,  and  the  confequent  veneration,  whidi 
they  owe  to  that  bemg,  of  whom^  and  for  wbom^  and  to  wlm 
are  all  things  *•  Now  if  any  difpoiitions  are  good,  religioai 
jOrfs  arc  fuch.  They  proceed  from  the  feme  principle,  with 
the  very  btft'of  others :  the  exercife  of  them  is  the  nobleft  ex- 
ertion of  that  principle;  and  yet  fome  afTeft  to  fet  up  viftae 
in  oppofition  to  piety  ;  and  would  be  thought  defirous  to  ftm 

the 

•  1  Cor.  viii.  5.  Hd).  ii.  i».  Il^m.  itL  jiC 


thcfofroKery  tgr  jof^tec^tiag  the  Utteh  Spme  9gaiii,  vi\o  are 
.iD9re  upou  their  guard,  yet  explain  tbemfclves  treely,  on  occa* 
fijOO»  to  allow  nothiQg  farther  thaa  tl\ts  \  that  religion  naaj  be 
of  Qfe  to  keep,  the  bulk  pf  mankind  in  order  :  nx>c  refledingy^ 
that  the  upper  part  haye  fiill  greatei^  need  of  it^  reftraints,  than 
the  lower  i  ancl  thai;  whenever  it  comes  to  be  fppken  pf,  as  only 
aa  iofirume^t  of  policy^  it  will  be  no  longer  fo  much  as  that. 
3at  lighter  mi^ids  niix  wilder  lengths  by  far  :  and  abfolutely 
indiffereat  what  'hmnxk  may  come  of  it,  perpetually  treat  all 
ifcred  fubjeds,  as  if  freedom  of  thought  about  them  conlift- 
ed  iu  pouring  the  utmoit  contempt  upon  them  that  was 
poffible. 

Yet  perhaps  very  few,  if  any,  of  thefe,  would  they  confult 
their  heafts  h^ueftlj,  do  fo  much  as  imagine  they  have  any 
realbn  to  doubt,  but  a  world,  fo  viiibly  full  of  beautiful  order 
aq4  graeious  defigo,  ii;iuft  haye  been,  firft  formed,  and  be  ftlU 
(overued  by  a  iP(>ft  pQwerful,  iafeUigent,  and  beneficent  caufe. 
This,  the  le^  d^gr^e  of  coofideration,  how  elfe  the  frame  of 
things  could  be  what  it  is,  will  fufficiently  fliew  :  at)d  every 
9dv9qce  id  the  l;QOwIe4ge  of  nature,  makes  the  proof,  in  pro- 
por^ieu,  fuller  go4  more  obvious.  If  then  there  exifts  a  fo- 
veteiga  of  the  univerfe,  dfuighty  and  all«wife,  it  capnot  be  a 
luattcr  that  we  are  uocoocemed  in.  He«  by  whofe  pleafure 
we  fire,  and  according  to  whofe  determinatidns  about  us  we 
ihaU  be  happy  or  mifefable,  is  not  a  being  unrelated  to  vk%i 
Qor,  whije  he  coptinualiy  fujherinteuds  every  thing  elfe  on  this 
enrth  with  the  exa^efi  care,  will  be  ever  negled  the  worthieft 
cj]jeft,  which  it  prefeats  to  his  view,  the  a£fcftions  and  beha* 
viour  of  his  rational  creature,  qcian.  He  muft  expeft  every 
thiag  to  aA|  as  its  nature  recjuires.  And  having  diftinguiflied 
ours  with  the  knowledge  of  himfeU ;  he  cannot  have  left  it  ia 
our  choice,  to  lay  him  afide  out  of  our  though ts,  as  if  we 
knew  him  not :  bul  muft  have  intended,  that  we  fliould  pay 
him  thofe  regards,  which  are  his  due. 

Now  the  firft  of  thefe,  and  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft,  is 
a  proper  temperature  of  fear  and  love :  two  affeftions,  which 
ought  never  to  be  feparatcd  in  thinking  of  Gpd  ;  and,  there^ 
fore,  whichfoeveris  expreffed  implies  the  other.  The  text 
bath  mentioned  only  fear :  but  evidently  means  that  kind, 
which  children  feel  towards  a  wife  and  good  parent ;  which  the 
?Ialmiil  bad  in  his  thoughts,  when  be  faid,  ilne  is  m$rcy  with 
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thee:  therefore  Jbalt  thou  he  feared^*  As  God  b  infinitely 
good,  and  hath  not  only  beftowed  on  us  all  the  temporal  blef- 
lings,  that  we  enjoj ;  but  offered  us,  on  the  moft  equitable 
t^rms,  through  the  mediation  of  his  bleffed  Son,  and  the  grace 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  pardon  of  our  fins,  affiftanceof  our  veakncli, 
and  eYerlafting  life  ;  furely  he  is  amiable  in  the higheft  degree: 
and  infenfibilitj  to  his  goodnefs,  ivhilft  %^'e  are  moved  with  the 
f^iint  Ihadqws  of  it  in  his  creatures,  would  be  (hockmg  depra- 
vity. But  then  he  is  alfo  inconceivably  awful ;  ablblute  b 
RUthority,  refiftlefs  in  power :  we  and  all  nature  arc  intircly  it 
his  hands,  and  depend  on  the  breath  of  his  mouth.  Such  a 
being,  we  muft  own,  is  greatly  to  be  feared^  and  bad  in  rever* 
eace  o/"the  higheft  oiihem  that  are  round  about  him  j-i  ronch 
more  then  ought  the  fons  of  men  to  contemplate  hxm  witb 
abafement,  and  even  rejoice  in  him  with  trembling  %•  ^^  " 
this  from  being  below  the  firmeft  and  the  bravefk  foul.  Not 
to  feel  a  dread  of  God,  muft  be  the  groffeft  ftupidity  :  and  not 
to  own  it,  the  moft  impotent  affectation.  A  worthy  heart  will 
think  pride  againft  its  Maker  the  extremity  of  wickednels :  tad 
value  itfelf  on  exprefling  zealoufly  that  loyal  and  th?nkfol  fab- 
iniflion,  which  is  due  fo  juftly  to  the  King  of  all ;  that  fitidifnl 
and  affeftionate  obedience,  which  his  precepts  daim,  who  bath 
bought  us  to  himfelf,  with  his  blood;  that  refpeftful  and  ita- 
dy  compliance  to  which  his  holy  motions  ar*  intitled,  who 
gracioufly  uuorieth  in  us  both  $q  will  and  to  Jo  J.  In  thefe 
things  confifts  the  true  fear  of  the  Lord!  For  as  the  text, 
though  conceived  in  tjie  moft  general  terms,  undoubtedly  cof»- 
|)rehcnded  at  firft  the  whole  of  Jewifli  piety,  we  ought  to  an- 
derftand  it  now,  as  comprehending  the  whole  of  chriflian. 
And  that  praflifing  this,  is  the  true  wifdbm  of  roan,  I  IhaD 
proceed  to  fhew  you  diflinftlv,  by  confidcring  its  influence 

I.  On  the  condudl, 

II.  On  the  enjoyment  of  our  \iv^$. 
I.  On  our  conduct.  ^ 

Some  indeed,  miftaking  the  d'*Aatcs  of  fenfuality  and  rani- 
tj  for  thofe  of  reafon,  prefume  to  fpeak  of  the  author  of  our 
nature,  as  if,  by  giving  us  the  feveral  inclinations  bclnngingf 
it,  he  had  warranted  the  umeftraiEcd  indulgence  of  ihima'- • 

and 
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and  fo  would  make  bis  being  of  no  confequence  to  our  aftions. 
Bbc  a  little  jnefleftion  will  eafilj  confute  fo  wild  an  imagination  ;  ' 
and  fhew  us,  with  how  great  proprictj  the  wife  king  hath  Caid, 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is  under/landing.  He,  who  19 
perfeftly  holy  and  righteous  himfelf,  muft  have  regard  to  what 
i$  right  and  fit  in  others.  He,  who  bath  provided  with  fuch 
fatherly  care  for  the  common  good  of  us  all,  can  never  have 
left  us  at  liberty  to  defeat  his  purpofe,  by^  injuring  and  cor- 
rupting one  another,  and  filling  his  world  with  confufion  and 
mifery  at  our  pleafure.  He  hath  not  planted  in  us  paffions, 
affeftioos,  and  appetites,  to  grow  up  wild  as  accident  direfis ; 
»but  to  be  diligently  fuperintendcd,  weeded  and  pruned,  and 
each  confioed  to  its  proper  bounds.  He  hath  not  endued  us 
with  a  principle  of  confcience,  to  be  overborne  by  refentments 
and  interefls,  drowned  in  fenfual  gratifications,  led  captive  by 
fafliioDS  and  fancies :  but  to  be  cult;ivated  and  improved ;  and 
then  obeyed,  as  the  guide  of  life.  Its  authority  is  derived 
from  himfelf :  and  its  judgement  up>?n  us  will  be  finally  affirm^ 
ed  by.  his  oA'n.  For  it  cannot  be,  that  the  fovercign  of  all  the 
earth  fbould  either  fail  to  reward  fach  as  dutifully  promote  his 
gracious  defigns,  or  let  any  one  be  a  gainer  by  ading  in  con- 
trvdiAton  to  them.  Thefe  things  every  perfon*8  own  heart, 
if  permitted,  will  tell  him  very  plainly.  But  our  under(land« 
ings  are  unhappily  prejudiced  in  favour  of  our  bad  inclina* 
tions :  and  were  they  lefs  fo,  the  unai&fied  reafon  of  fallen 
man  is  able,  to  trace  oat  but  a  verj  imperfe£l  fyftem  of  reli* 
gion.  And  therefore  to  complete  the  alTurance  of  its  great 
-  truths,  exprefs  revelation  from  above  hatb  given  as  undeniable 
evidence,  that  univerfal  virtue  is  God's  law,  and  eternal  hap* 
pinefs  or  mifery  its  (anftions :  adding  at  the  fame  time  what- 
ever more  particular  notices,  diredions,  and  encouragements 
our  condition  wanted.  Now  what  can  poffibly  influence  men» 
like  fiich  a  motive  fo  enforced  ?  And  how  weakly  muft  they 
judge,  or  how  ill  muft  they  mean,  who  would  abandon  fo  folid 
a  foundatioirof  right  behaviour,  to  lay  the  ftrefs  of  fo  impor- 
tant a  building  on  any  other  ! 

It  would  both  be  unjufl:  and  un wife  to  rejcft  the  fmalleft  in- 
ducement to  any  part  of  goodnefs  :  for  we  greatly  need  every 
one  that  we  can  have.  But  it  is  extremely  requifite  toobferve^ 
where  our  chief  fecurity  lies,  and  place  our  chief  truft  there. 
Vt\t  rcafonablenefc,  the  ^igniij^  the  beauty  of  virtue,  are  doubt- 

kis 


Icb  natural,  aad  ooght  to  be  ftrocig  xtKiOiiiDXS^oAaA^n  of  it* 
Bbt  haw  faint  impnri&ons  da  thej  make  cm  the  ignomit  aad 
flow  of  apprehenfiaa*  co  mioda  agitated  with  paffioaa,  or  har- 
dened in  fins !  and  indeed  hosv  foan  da  fucb  imprelBom*  if 
fingle  and  unfupported*  fade  away  out  of  all  mindo,  or  dwiiidk 
into  mere  fpcculatioo*  amidft  the  temptatioos  of  a  hid  wocU, 
the  allurements  of  fenie»  and  the  treacheries  of  a  decik/kl 
iaart  *  !  Again :  the  temporal  advantages  of  virtue  and  had 
effects  of  wickednefsi  ordiDarilj  fpeaking,  are  weighty  Ofgo- 
ments*  But  ftill,  how  often  doth  that  weight  fall  on  the  wrong 
(ide  \  or  give  little  help,  if  any,  to  the  right  i  In  fhort,  oiavy 
incitements  to  think  and  aQ  ai^  we  ought,  are  in  general  udr- 
&il :  but  none  is  at  all  timea  fufficient,  excepting  only  the  fear 
of  Cod  taught  as  the  truth  is  in  Je/us  f  • 

This  is  one  unchangeable  motive,  level  to  the  ai^ehenfio9 
of  every  perfba,  extending  to  the  pra^ioe  of  every  duty,  in- 
eloding  at  once  every  moral  difpofidoQ  of  heart,  and  every 
prudent  regard  to  our  own  good.     There  needs  but  a  thought 
to  bring  it  with  fuch  force  to  our  minds,  as  will  check  the 
ftroageit  paffions»  curb  the  moft  extravagant  levity  of  fpirif, 
overbalance  the  greateft  temporal  advantages  i  and  make  what- 
ever is  our  duty  appear,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  to  be  our  inter- 
eft.     The  fear  of  God  can  pierce  the  inmoft  receffea  of  oor 
minds,  aad  fearch  the  rightnefa  of  our  moSt  fecret  defirea.     Rt« 
flefting  well  what  his  eyes  iees' there,  will  make  us  fee  it  ia  a 
point  of  view,  that  we  never  ffaould  elfe ;  and  put  ua  oo  i^k 
proving  our  fouls  to  him  by  fimplicity  and  truth  :  no  longer 
attempting,  a3  unhappily  we  are  too  prone,  to  cheat  others  and 
ourfelves  with  falfe  appearances ;  but  fiuthfally  bewailing  aU 
our  paft  faults,  and  watchfully  guarding  agamft  all  future  ones, 
particularly,   the   confcioufiiefs  of  having  fuch   a  witne&  to 
each  adion  and  purpofe,  muft  powerfully  incline  ufe  to  be  vttj 
eompofed  and  moderate  in  every  proceeding,  very  mild  sod 
reafonable  towards  every  perfon.     Reverence  of  God's  autho* 
rity  will  make  us  fear  to  injure  themeaneft  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  fince  even  be  is  under  the  protedion  of  the  Almighty. 
And  hope  of  iharing  in  his  bounty  will  leach  us  to  imitate  it 
by  the  tendered  exercife  of  humanity  and  compaffion.    Tbw 
influenced,  thofe  of  higher  rank  would  be  public  Ueffings  and 

examples: 

—  •  f«p.  *fii.  p.  t  **^*  ««^-  *»• 


examples :  Aeir  inferiors  would  love  and  honour  his  image 
impiefled  upon  them:  and  all  would  qndeavottT  to  fill  worthily 
whatever  ftatioa  the  wifidom  of  providence  allotted  them ;  dif« 
chargmg  confcientiouily  the  duties  of  the  moft  laborious,  and 
counting  it  im  honour  to  Cerve  God  in  the  loa(toottfidera4le« 

But  let  us  now  eoqnive, 

II.  What  (Bffeft  tiie  fear  of  God  muft  have  on  the  enjoyment 
of  onr  hve8« 

UofueftiooaUy  it  will  tnake  bad  people  uoeafy.  But  then 
it  is  both  tar  die  world's  good,  atid  their  own,  that  they  flxould 
be4o*  It  is  not  thoir  thinking  of  their  condition,  that  renders 
it  a  dreadful  one.  The  leCs  they  feel  it,  the  worfe  it  is :  and 
£;elbg  it  to  porpofe  will  be  the  happieft  thing  poiSUe  for 
them.  Farther :  this  fear  doubtlefs  retrains  perfons  from  diC- 
fblttte  plbafures,  and  difliono«rable  means  of  obtaining  prdfit, 
power,  and  advancement.  Butfo  doth  virtue :  fo  for  the  moft 
part  doth  eommon  prodettoe.  -And  religion  never  forbids  «a 
even  a  burtfiil  gratificaiion,  but  it  offers  us  happinefs  hereafter 
in  return  for  our  ptefent  fdf-denial.  farther  ftiB :  we  mnit 
own,  it  gives  a  peculiar  ferioufnefs  and  awe  to  the  mind  of  man. 
But  we- have  need  to  he  kept  m  order  by  a  fenfe  of  God*s  pa- 
rental nuthority :  and  without  it  (honld  quickly  become  ungo- 
vernable, mifchievotts,  and  wretched.  He  requires  ns  not  id 
the  leaft  to  be  gloomy  and  comfortleb^  or  full  of  terron, 
while  we  mean  to  do  well :  but  freely  permits  ns  the  chearful- 
left  ufe  of  all  our  faculties,  that  is  confident  with  innocence, 
and  with  making  improvement  in  goodnefs  our  chief  care,  as 
it  will  he  our  chief  felicity. 

And  if  the  thonght  of  him  doth  moderate  the  livelinefs  of 
over-gay  difpofitiona ;  it  prevents,  by  fo  doing,  many  great 
evils,  into  which  they  would  otherwife  hurry  us  ;  and  fills  ua 
with  much  more  inward  and  deeply- felt  fatisfadions,  than 
ihofe  light  and  trifling  ones,  that  only  play  npon  the  furface  of 
an  inconfiderate  mind.  Or  did  that  compofure,  which  piety 
jntrodnces,  leffen  our  enjoyments  for  a  time ;  yet,  being  what 
oar  ftate  on  earth,  which  is  in  many  refpefts  a  ferious  one, 
demands  ;  if  we  are  wife,  we  flxall  gladly  conform  ourfelves  to 
the  condition  which  God  bath  placed  us  tn^  and  truft  him, 
(hat  the  confequences  will  be  happy. 

Such  indeed  will  every  one,  who  makes  the  trial,  foon  find 
them.    What  pleafure  can  be  greater,  than  a  full  perfuafion, 

that 
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that  our  bcbaviQur  is  approved  bj  bim^  wbo  knows. our  beam, 
and  will  reward  with  bis  friendfhip  whatever  we  do  aright  ? 
The  world  is  generally  a  negligent  fpeftator,  and  too  ofun  an 

.  unfair  interpreter,  of  the  bed  aftions.  This  cannot  but  give 
uneafinefs  and  difcouragement  to  virtue,  unlefs  it  be  animated 
bj  nobler  views.,  But  the  recolledion,  that  God  looks  oa 
with  efteem,  fets  us  above  the  cenfures  of  men,  and  even  above 
their  spplaufes.  For  were  all  mankind  to  join  in  doing  juftice 
to  exalted  merit ;  how  poor  would  the  recomptence  be^  and  how 
low  the  delight,  compared  with  his,  who  can  laj  open  bis  pria. 
ciples  Hnd  his  behaviour,  with  humble  •confidence>  before  the 
Judge  of  all ! 

Then  as  to  the  fufierings  of  this  Jife ;  which,  very  frequent- 
ly make  up  a  great  ihare  of  it ;  religion  entirely  prevents  many 
of  them,  by  withholding  us  from  (he  fins  and  the  follies  that 
commonly  bring  them  upon  us.  And  it  wonderfully  dimtni- 
jQies  the  reft,  by  loofening  our  attachments  to  what  we  muil 
czpc&  to  be  difappointed  in,  or  Ceparattd  from ;  and  leading 
US,,  from  the  broken  cifterns  of  wprldly  comfort,  to  God  the 

fountain  of  Uving  waters  * ;  in  the  aflurance  of  whofe  grace, 
our  great  intereft  is  fafe,  under  every  change ;  and  by  the  fa* 
perin  tendency  of  whofe  providence  all  things  work  together  fur 
our  good  \.  What  are  the  poor  coafolations  of  philofophy,  or 
the  amufements,  which  thoughtlefs  minds  take  refuge  in,  to 
deceive  their  forrows,  compared  with  fuch  cheering  refle&iens 
as  thefe  !  dill,  what  is  naturally  painful,  muft  be  felt  fo  ;  but 
the  infupportable  part  of  every  affliSion  is  taken  away,  when 
we  confider  it,  as  ordered  by  hiili,  whofe  right  to  difpofe  of  us 
we  mud  acknowledge,  and  of  whofe  kind  intention  to  us  we 
may  always  be  fure 

A  heart,  habitually  formed  to  fuch  meditations  as  thefc, 
With  what  ferenity  mud  it  pafi  through  its  allotted  pilgrimage 
here  below  !  It  hath  nothing  to  fear ;  it  hath  nothing  to  hide, 
from  others  or  itfelf.  It  can  bear  folitude«  and  its  own  infpcG- 
tion.  It  can  even  rejoice  in  the  fenfe  of  his  prefcnce,  who  is  to 
others  inexprefCbly  terrible  ;  but  to  the  pious  foul  an  immove- 
able ground  of  fecurkyi  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  happineis. 
For  indeed  what  greater  happinefs  can  we  wi(h  to  ourfelve^i 
dun  to  be  placed  under  the  fatherly  guidance  of  infinite  fore- 

fight 
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fight  and  power;  borne  up  under  sill  the  calamities  of  life j 
and,  which  is  the  great  point,  exalted  with  the  nobleft  hopes 
of  what  (hall  follow  after  death  ! 

Our  time  on  earth  is  fo  fliort  j  and  our  pleafurea  at  bcft  f<> 
languid  and  rare,  and  mixed  with  fo  many  anxieties,  pains  and 
forrows ;  that  furcly  it  is  a  melancholy  view,  to  think  of  enrd* 
ing  here  ;  and  after  a  very  few  days  are  gone  over  our  heads^ 
becoming  for  ever>  as  if  we  had  never  been.  Yet  this  is  much 
more  than  irreligious  perfons  can  poiBbly  promife  themfelveSi 
Co6ld  there  be  no  God,  they  would  have  no  certaintyi  but  t1iat 
their  beings  mighr  continue,  and  might  be  miferable.  Fof 
what  is  there  that  may  not  be,  on  the  fuppolition  of  an  ungo« 
verned  world  ?  But  fince  there  is  a  God  ;  flighting  and  difobey-k 
ing  him  muft  be  crimes,  and  mult  be  puniihed.  We  may 
have  little  attention  to  this  perhaps,  in  the  tumult  of  youthful 
fancies  and  worldly  purfuits.  But  when  the  clofe  of  the  icene  > 
approaches,  and  age  or  ficknefs  roufes  up  reflection  from  its 
flecp,  then  will  the  (inner,  in  all  likelihood,  fee,  ^  with  terror 
unfpeakable,  thofe  awful  realities,  of  which,  if  he  is  never  con^ 
vinced  in  this  world,  he  will  only  be  the  more  wretched  in  the 
next.  Rut  thedarke(t  hour  to  fuch,  may,  with  reafon,  be  thd 
joyfuUeft  to  him,  who  having  faithfully  acknowledged  God  in 
all  his  ways,  perceives  that  now  bis  work'  is  over,  ai>d  his  re- 
ward at  hand.  Undoubtedly  it  is  be(J  to  ufe  no  ftronget 
cxprcfUons  on  this  fubje6t,'than  the  lefs  experienced  may  feel 
to  be  jait :  elfe,  words  want  force  to  dcfcribe  the  diflference 
between  thefe  two  conditions.  It  is  true,  not  all  pious  fouls 
arc  confoious  of  it,  juft  at  the  time  of  their  departure.  Fre- 
quently their  fetting  fun  is  obfcurcd  by  infenfibility :  fome- 
times  over-caft  by  doubts  and  fears.  But  they  (htrll  initantly 
behold  it  rifing  again,  to  (hine  with  unclouded  and  encreafing 
luftrc  to  all  eternity.  For  light  is/ownjor  the  righteous^  and 
gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye 
righteous^  and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  ho^ 
lincfs  ♦. 

buch  then  is  the  good  influence  of  the  fear  of  God  :  and  his 
genuine  fear  can  have  no  bad  one.  Reverence  of  a  wife  and 
boly  being  will  never  miflead  men  into  any  thing  wicked  or 
weak.  Falfe  religion,  indeed,  may  do  both:  and  fo  may  falfe 
ttotions  of  virtue  or  friendfhip,  or  any  other  valuable  quality* 
Vol.  II.  P  p  But 
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But  this  was  never  thought  an  argnmcntt  m  any  tafe1xfde$, 
againft  heing  governed  bj  the  true;  and  yet  lefs  oogM  kin 
the  prefent.  God  mufi  be  wcrjbipped  bj  as  inj^rh  and  k 
truth  *y  let  others  worfliip  him  as  wrongly  a$-they  ^Itt: 
and  his  laws  mull  be  obeyed,  let  ever  fo  n^ny  niftikt 
errors  of  their  own  for  fucli.  The  danger  of  fupctfliikm  »  » 
very  powerful  realon,  why  religious  belief  and  pradiee  iumU 
be  watched  over,  and  directed  right:  bar  cannot  poffibfy  be  a 
reafon,  why  diffolute  prof^nencCs  (hould  be  encouraged  br  fnf- 
fered.  Let  rational  piety  be  thoroughly  eftabliflxed,  ai)d  fuper- 
ftition  falls  of  courfe.  But  if  the  former  be  rooted  cnt,  Ac 
latter  will  certainly  grow  up  in  its  place.  There  is  a  aatsnl 
bent  in  human  minds  to  believe  and  rcfpeftan  iuTtfible  power : 
and  if  it  be  turned  aiide  from  pointing,  in  a  proper  manner,  to- 
wards  its  proper  objed,  it  wiil  foon  acquire  fome  other  form; 
probably  an  abfurd  and  pernicious  cne^  Infidelity  prottiifes 
great  freedom  and  enjoyment  of  life  :  but  in  faA  it  proves^  in 
proportion  as  it  prevails,  a  fiate  of  madnefs  and  confafioov  of 
perpetual  danger  from  others,  of  difcomfort  and  defperatte  refe- 
lutions  within  mens  own  breafts  :  and  therefore,  after  fome 
trial  of  it,  they  will  eagerly  run  away  from  it  into  the  oppofite 
extreme. 

True  religion  then  being  of  fuch  importance;  there  are  feme 
things,  which  xn^j  juilly  be  expected  of  mankind  in  its  fa* 
vour. 

1,  That  they,  who  have  not  yet  carefully  fearched  into  the 
grounds  of  it,  (liould  not  take  upon  them  to  treat  it  with  fcom, 
or  even  difrcgard.  What  fo  deeply  Concerns  all  men,  and  wrbal 
the  wifeft  and  mofl  con&derate  of  men  have  lived  and  died  in 
the  firm  belief  of,  ought  not  furely  to  be  thrown  afide,  on  bear- 
ing only  a  few  fnperficial  6bjc6lions,  and  ludicrous  turns  of 
words  to  its  dilail vantage.  Tiiere  mull  need  more  ths^n  this 
to  confute  it ;  and  there  fore  whoever,  with  little  reading  and 
little  thought,  finds  much  incUnation  to  difbelieve,  fliould  learn 
to  fufpecb  hirofclf,  in  (lead  of  his  creed,  and  be  modeft  in  pro- 
portion to  hi-  unacquain^edncfs  with  the  fubjeft. 

2.  It  may  be  cxpefted  alio,  that  they,  who  profefs  to  ex- 
amine, (hould  do  it  fkiirly.  Mod  men  will  be  backward  to 
confcfs,  that  they  wifii  againft  religion :   becaufe  it  is  confcfling, 

that 
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that  thej  have  reafon  to  fear,  if  the  univerfe  be  well  governed, 
fiat  each  ought  to  think  well,  whether  this  be  not  fecretij  his 
cade,  and  remove  the  prepoflcflion  of  hi&  bad  life,  before  he  pre- 
tends to  ^  an  upright  judge.  After  that,  if  h^  finds  difEcul- 
ties,  let  him  remember,  that  they  are  to  be  fonnd  in  every- 
thing, and  yet  fomething  muil  be  true.  If  he  meets  not  with 
the  fort,  or  the  degree  of  evidcTice,  which  he  looked  for:  let 
him  recoiled,  that  a  fair  mind  will  be  fatisSed  with  any  that 
turns  the  (bale.  If  he  doubts  of  fome  points.^  let  him  ftill  hold 
faft  thofe,  which  remain  undoubted ;  and  ^referve  that  refpeft 
to  religion  in  general,  which  will  prove  his  beft  guide  in  every 
particular.  Nay,  were  it  poifible  for  him  to  doubt  of  the 
whole  \  yet,  fince  doubt  is  not  certainty,  his  pradice  however 
fliould  be  on  the  fafer  fide.  And  if  he  fees,  as  one  Ihould  th^k 
he  muil,  that  fcepticifm  and  infidelity  will  deftroy  the  chief 
comfort  o£  the  good,  endanger  the  virtue  of  all,  and  weaken 
the  bonds  of  civil  fociety  ;  never  let  the  poor  vanity  of  propa- 
gating^ his  notions  tempt  him  to  be  the  author  6r  promoter,  of 
fo  dreadful  a  mifchief  to  human  kind.     But  ' 

3.  The  lafi,  and  010ft  important  thing  of  all  to  be  expeded 
is,  that  they  wh*  are  fo  happy  as  to  believe,  fliould  fecure  and  - 
complete  their  happinefs  by  what  alone  can  do  it,  a  fuitable 
behaviour.     Too  often  the  contrary  courfe  is  taken :  and  many 
who  had  once  fome  regard  for  religion,  but  unhappily  accom- 
panied with  vicious  indulgepcies,  force  themfclves  to  throw 
it  off,  that  they  may  fin  undifiurbed.     But  let  no  one  imrgine, 
that  denying  God  will  make  the'  Icatt  amends  for  difobeying 
him  ;  or  that  ftifling   our  convidions  can  ever  give  any  true 
peace;  which  is  only  to  be  had  by  enforcing  them  home  on 
our  hearts,  and  conforn>ing  our  lives  to  them.     This  we  have 
all  need  to  do  with  the  utmoft  care,  amidft  fo  many,  fo  powet- 
ful,  fofudden  temptatioijs  to  the  contrary,  as  the  world  and  the 
devil,  and  our  own  corrupt  nature,   throw  in  our  way.     And 
as  tlie  reverence  of  our  heavenly  Father  is  the  moft  eff^auiil 
prefervative,  we  ought  to  keep  up  that  in  its  full  ftrength,  by 
frequently  repeating  fervent  prayer  to  him,  and  afl'i^aing  med'- 
tations  upon  him.     How  intirely  the  exercifes  of  devotion  are 
laid  afide  by  fomej  and  with  what  indifference,  and  even  con- 
tempt, a  mere  outward  fliew  of  them,  now  and  then,  is  juft 
retained  by  others,  who  yet  call  themfelves  chrittians ;  too  many 
of  you,  I  fear,  know  too  well :  and  it  furniflies  matter  of  me- 

P  P  ^  lancholy 
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lancholy  refle£lioxi,  not  only  to  every  pious,  bat  every  pra- 
denc  mind*  For  good  men  muft  feel,  that  the  regard,  due  to 
God,  is  a  moll  inward,  conilant  and  .awfal  one  :  and  wife  men 
mull  furely  perceive,  that  neither  can  the  common  welfare  be 
preferved  without  morals ;  nor  morals,  without  xeligioa  \  nor 
religion,  without  worlbip  ;  private  wor(hip,  to  (Irengthen  our 
own  fenfe  of  duty  ;  and  public  worihip,  to  fpread  it  amoQg;ft 
others* 

On  all  accounts,  therefore,  it  is  our  rood  important  coocem 
to  cultivate  and  exprefs  the  affeftions  of  piety ;  which  are  in- 
deed the  nobleft  movements  of  our  fouls  towards  the  worthieft 
objeft,  towards  the  attainment  of  the  moil  bleffed  end  :  and  W 
awaken  oilrfelvcs  from  the  remiffncfs,  into  which  we  are  apt  to 
ijjjl,  on  his  head  beyond  others,  by  reminding  our  hearts  often, 
that  God  is  prefent,  and  a  future  ftace  foon  will  .be  fo  \  and 
how  foon  to  any  of  us,  none  can  tell.  May  we  aH  r^folve,  from 
this  uioment,  to  drive  earneftly  for  a  happy  fharc  in  it,  through 
,^aith  in  the  merits  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  and  a  rjg!\t  J^f^^i  the 
fuggeftions  of  the  divine  Spirit :  to  both  whom,  witbibe  Father 
^ipighty,  be  honour  and  praife,  now  and  for  ever  \  AmiKvu 
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'         J  Mark.  Viiu  34. 

jlfid'ivlen  he  hai' catted  tie  people  unto  binty  with  his  difciples 
dlfo  ;  he  faid  unto  them^  whofoever  will  come  after  me^  let 
him  deny  lintfelf^  and  take  up  his  cro/sy  and  follow  me* 

t'VERY  word,  wbich  proceeded  out  of  the  mouth  of  our 
falefled  Lord,  tnuft  unqueftionably  dcfervc  a  very  ferious 
attenrion.  But  fotne  things  beings  peculiarly  needful  to  be 
known,  or  liable  to  be  forgotten  ;  to  thefe,  on  proper  occa- 
fions,  he  demanded  the  efpecial  regard  of  his  hearers  :  and  as 
they  were  bound  to  pay  it/fo  are  we.  Thus  in  the. foregoing 
chapter,  finding  it  requifite  to  confute  the  Jewilh  traditions  in 
fkvour  of  that  ceremonial  purity  in  their  perfons  and  food, 
which  led  them'  to  overlook  the  moral  purity  of  the  heart, 
we  are  tdld,  that  when  he  had  called  all  the  people  unto  him^  he 
faid^  hearken  unto  me  every  one  of  you,  and  underfland.  7%ere 
is  nothing  from  without  a  man^  that  entering  into  him  can  defile 
hinij  but  the  things  which  come  out  ofbim^  wicked  thoughts  ^nd 
their  co.nfequences,  thofe  are  they  that  defile  the  mahwif  any- 
man  bath  ears  to  bear^  let  him  bear**  With  the  fame  kind  of 
folemnity  he  de)ivered  the  words  of  the  text :  which  indeed 
had  ftill  greater  need  of  it,  as  the  former  contradifted  only  re* 
ceived  opinions  and  cuftoms ;  but  thefe,  the  ilronged  of  our 
natural  palBons  and  appetites.     When  he  had  called^  See* 

7'aking  up  the  crofs  relates,  in  the  primary  and  ftrift  fenfe^ 
only  to  fufFering  patiently  for  the  truth  \ :  a  duty,  God  be 
tlianked,  lefs. common  amongft  us  at  prefent,  and  which  there. 

fore 

*  Mark  vU.  14, 15,  l^.  t  Vid.  Suic«r  la  Srvcv^o^,  p.  1005. 
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fore  I  Iball  pafs  over.  In  its  hrgqr  acceptation  it  will  be  fonad 
to  coincide  vfith  fe/f-demal :  a  word  of  great  importance  to  be 
righrly  apprehended,  becaufe  it  expreffes  here  die  condition, 
on  which  alone  we  Ihall  be  acknowledged  the  true  followers  of 
Chriil.  The  terms  of  falvatton  are  indeed  elfeWhere  laid  be- 
fore  us  in  phrafes  more  intelligible  at  firft  fight :  but  illuftxa- 
ting  this  darker  one  will  not  only  contribute  to  prove  that  the 
difTerent  views  of  the  chriftian  doArine  are  all  confident  with 
each  other,  but  difcover  to  us  the  principal  caufe  of  our  afiiog 
wrong,  with  the  mod  ei&dnal  method  of  amendment,  per- 
haps more  fully,  than  anj  thing  elfe  can.  I  (hall  therefore 
endeavour, 

I.  To  explain  the  literal  meaning  of  the  ezprei&on  : 

II.  To  ihew    with   what  limitations   it  mu&  be  under- 

flood: 

III.  To  fet  before  you  the  obligation  of  the  dotj,  cora- 
prehendtd  under  it ;  and  its  importance  to  our  virtue 
and  our  happincfs. 

I.  To  explain  the  literal  meaning  of  the  expreflion* 
We  fpeak  every  day  of  denying  ourfelves  foch  or  fuch  a 
pleafure,  that  is  refuiing  to  ourfelves  the  enjoyment  of  it. 
But  the  fcripture  fenfe  goes  much  beyond  this,  and  extends  to 
renouncing  and  difowning  ourfelves;  throwing  out  of  our 
thoughts  tlie  relation  that  we  bear  to  our  own  perfoosj  and 
behaving  wit!)  as  little  indulgence,  as  if  a  mere  llranger  to  of, 
were  in  quciliun.  Of  courfe  we  have  in  general  th«  moft  cos- 
re  rn  for  ihofe  of  whom  we  have  the  moft  knowledge.  And 
licnce,  in  the  facred  books,  knowing  or  owing  any  one  figni- 
iies  having  a  regard  for  him  :  and  denying  any  one,  the  con- 
trary. Thus  wicked  peifons  are  faid  to  iieny  God^  while  thij 
profefs  to  Unow  him*^  and  our  Saviour  in  return  will  deny  them 
Sit  the  great  day,  faying,  depart  from  me^  I  know  you  not\. 
Thus  aifo,  intlie  Old  Teflament,  when  the  children  of  2>w 
had  fupprtlicd  a  rebellion  of  the  people  againft  God  and  tkeir 
lawful  governors,  by  fulling  without  diftin6tion  upon  all  whom 
they  found  engn^  »d  in  it,  Mofcs  defcribes  the  heroic  behavi- 
fiur  of  that  irlbf  in  the fe  terms  :  who  faid  unto  his  father  and 
ifj  li%  mother^  I  hwve  not  fecn  hiniy  neither  did  he  acknowltdgt 
Hi  hretbrcnt  7ior  inew  his  own  children  ;  for  he  ohferved  thj 

word 

•  Tit.  i.  16.        t  Maith.  riu  23.  ixv.  is.  LoM  aiii.  »5|  «7. 
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word  and  iipt  tby  cav0nant*  3  Thst  is,  they  prefevred  their 
duty  to  heaven  and  the  pablic,  before  the  tendereit  private  it* 
gards.  Job  comes  jet  nedrer  to  the  phrafe  before  us  :  though 
I  were  perfeB^  which  he  had  juft  been  dtfclaiming,  yet  would  I 
not  know  my  foul\\  were  I  freer  from  faults  than  I  aaxy  it 
fhottld  not  tempt  me  to  felf-partiality. 

'  But  indeed  the  context  may  fuffice  to  ihew  the  meaning  of 
the  te^zt;  Our  Savionr  had  been  foretelling  his  future  fufTec* 
ings*  Fettr*%  warm  seal  for  his  mailer  overpowered  his  ref- 
peA,.ttnd  &e  began  to  rtbuie  him^  faying^  be  it  Jar  from  thee^ 
Loifd,  thisJhaU  not  be  unto  theet*  But  the  holy  Jefu's  immeii^ 
ately  rebukes  him  in  return  before  the  difciples  ;  tells  him 
he  was,  in  the  tendency,  though  not  the  defign  of  his  words, 
a  tempter,  an  adverfary  to  him  ;  and  influenced  by  human 
weaknefs,  iqftead  of  religious  fortitude*  Get  thee  behind  me^ 
Satan  I' /or  thou  favour  eft  not  the  things  that  be  of  God^  but 
thcfif  time  be  of  men^  Then  calling  the  people  to  him  alfo, 
but  in  krndnefs  to  the  weO-meaning  apoftle,  concealing  front  . 
them  th^  partioulat  occailon,  he  afiures  them,  with  that  noble 
difint<eifeftednefs,  which  he  (hewed  perpetnally,  that  if  tbey 
would  become  his  difciples  indeed*  they  mud  deny  thenfelves 
and* follow  him :  difregard,  as  he  did  and  fhould  do,  every  in^ 
ftind  and  averfioo,  e^txj  paffion  and  afFeftion  that  belong  to 
the  human  framell.  And  harfh  as  this  declaration  may  feem, 
he  hath  ufed  a  hariher  yet.  If  any  man  come  to  me^  and  hate 
not  his  father  and  mother^  and  .wife  and  children^  and  brethren 
andfijiersy  yea  and  his  own  life  alfo^  he  cannot  he  my  difcipl^^ 
Agreeably  to  which,  St.  I'aul  fets  it  down  at  the  head  of  a 
long  catalogue  of  moil  dreadful  fins,  that  menJhaUbe  ioDe^s  of 
their  ownjilves**.  But  now  it  will  be  thought  full  tinie,  that 
a  doArine  fo  alarming  ihould 

11.  Be  put  under  due  limitations. 

For,  after  all,  felf-love  being  a  part  of  that  nature,  which 
God  hath  given  us,  can  we,  or  ougl\t  we  to  direft  ouifelves  of 
it?  Is  there  any  poiSibility  of  happinefs  without  it?  Doth  not 
rdigion  apply  to  it  as  our  main  principle  of  adlioff,  re- 
commend its  precepts  chiefly  from  their  tendency  to  our  good ; 

and 
•  Dent.  xxxUi.  9.  t  Job.  ix.  2r. 

\  Matth.  xvi.  21,  22.     "  $  Matth.  xyl  23, 

I  See  authorities  of  the  fathers  for  this  mterpretatloa  in  S ulcer, 

1  Luke  xlv.  2tf*  **  a  Tim.  iu.  %, 
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and  even  make  our  own  love  to  ourfehes  the  meafore  and  ru^ 
of  that,  which  we  ought  to  have  for  o»r  neighbour'^  ?  Why, 
doubtlefs  thefe  things  ate  true :  and  fo  evidently  true,  that  we 
may  be  fare  our  blhiTed  Saviour,  whofe  life  was  in  no  refped 
unneceflarily  auftere,  and  whofe  dodrine  is  every  where  elfe 
fo  rational  and  mild,  could  never  intend  to  require  in  the  text, 
and  the  few  others  chat  refemble  it,  either  that  we  (hould  de« 
ny  and  difregard  ourfelves  intirely,  which  is  impradicable ; 
or  ufelefly,  which  would  be  unfit.  And  therefore,  as  he  could 
not,  without  the  utmoft  unreafonablenefs,  be  fufpe&ed  of  for. 
bidding  a  pradent  and  virtuous  felf-love,  he  might  fafely  and 
advantageoufly  employ '  the  ftrongeft  terms  in  prohibiting  a 
weak  and  vicious  one :  for  in  fuch  cafes  abatements  at  leaft 
fufficient  hardly  ever  fail  of  being  made.  However,  to  pre- 
vent miftakes  and  mifreprefentations,  he  hath  taught  us  more 
pstrticularly,  how  to  interpret  all  his  injunftions  of  this  kind, 
by  interpreting  himfelf  the  hardeft  of  them;  (that  of  hating  e« 
very  thing  which  we  naturally  hold  dear)  to  bear  only  the 
comparative  fenfe  of  loving  nothing  more  than  himf^  but  pre- 
ferring obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  before  any  other  conflder- 
ation.  For  in  the  ft  rift  and  literal  meaning,  his  apoftle  hath 
told  us,  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  ownfleJI^X. 

Had  he  enjoined* us  a  number  of  difficult  obfervances,  rf 
which  we  faw  not  the  ufe,  we  ought  certainly  to  have  believ- 
ed they  had  one,  an.d  obeyed  him  implicitly.  But  fincc,  on 
the  contrary,  he  hath  cftabliflied  a  fpiritual  religion,  neither 
impoGng  unaccountable  rcftraints,  nor  encumbered  with  many 
or  troublefome  ceremonies  ;  we  ought,  both  to  receive  it  nvitfa 
moft  joyful  reverence,  and  to  preferve  it  in  that  amiable  fim- 
plicity,  in  which  he  delivered  it :  not  laying  on  ourfelves  any 
burthen,  bat  fuch  as  may  enable  us  to  bear  the  better  viiat 
he  hath  laid  on  us ;  and  much  lefs  ufurping  dominion  ova 
the  practice  of  others. 

Extremely  ill  therefore  hath  the  church  of  Rome  onderftood 
the  nature  of  chriftianity,  in  appointing  as  proper  infianccs  of 
felf-dlnial,  fo  many  frivolous  and  vexatious  auilerities  of  ab- 
ilinences  and  penances,  that  ferve  to  no  good  purpofe ;  and 
encouraging  multitudes  to  make  vows  of  living  feparate  from 
the  world  in  poverty  ^vA  celibacy,  only   to  fpend  a  tedious 

Ufc 

•  afTatb.  axy.  39.  t  Mattb.  x.  37.  \  Eph.  t.  l^. 
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life  inthe  tnetltorious  employments  of  wearing  different  ha^* 
bits,  eating  different  food,  keeping  different  hjours,  and  obfer« 
Ving  different  rules  in  comnloa  things  from  the  reft  of  their 
fellow.creatures  and  frorri  one  another  :  as  if  it  could  be  the 
intention  of  infinite  wifd'om  and  goodnefs  to  fet  men  on  findin^^ 
diit  newr  Wiys  of  being  uneafj  and  abfurd.  Thejr  plead  indeed, 
thit  fuch  methods  habituate  them  to  a  fpirit  of  obedience;  and 
a  readmefs  of  parting  with  their  own  inclinations.  But  obedi- 
ence to  God  cannot  b^Pltewn  by  doing  whiit  he  never  com- 
.  manded  ;  and  blind  obedience  to  mere  men  he  harh  -cautioned 
us  again/l,  tnflead  of  requiring  it.  We  ar6  to  deny  ourfelves 
and  /qUo-uo  Chrifi :  not  to  deny  outfehes  and  follow  guides^ 
fqaally  fallible  with  ourfelves,  into  whatever  extravagance^  they 
fiireS:,  that  will  only  produce  ignorance  and  bigotry  in  one 
part  of  the  world,  and  contempt  and  abhorence  of  religion  in 
the  othcfr.  But  thefe  additional  duties,  which  the  church  en- 
joins, th?y  fay,  conduce  to  the  more  eafy  praftice  of  thofc 
which  God  hath  enjoined.  Why,  fomeof  them,  in  fomecafes, 
may:  and  then  they  fliould,  with  prudence  and  moderationi* 
be  ufed  and  recommended  Bat  prefcribing  by  mere  human 
aufhority  a  great  number  of  fuch  things,  dt  all  adventnrfes, 
for  almdfl  all  alike,  or  for  any  during  their  whti^e  lives,  is  ait 
evident  m^rrk,  either  of  wrong  judgement,  or  baj  defign.  -  Td 
the  inconfiderate  indeed  they  make  a  fpecibus.  appearince.  But 
if  we  refleft,  how  exorbitant  a  degree  of  ill-ufed  power  and 
wealth  hsith  been  artfully  obtained  by  requiring  tljexh  flrft^ 
And  occafionally  difpeniing  with  'them  afterwards  ;  how  little^ 
good  is  done  by  theni^  that  might  qot  as  well  have  been  dpne 
withodt  them  ;  and  how  very  much  evil  naturally  muft,  and 
in  £zd  doth,  arifc  from  them  ;  needlefs  difficulties  and  difquiei 
to  the  good,  falfo  hopes  to  finners  of  corapenfatiog  for  the 
wTckednefs  Which  they  continue  to  indulge,  fpiritual  pride  in 
thofc  who  obfervethem  rigidly,  and  uncharitable  cenfares,  nay 
often  p?rfec;';ions'  alfo,  of  fuch .  as  do  not ;  w<f  fL'.ll  be  fully 
convinc(.d»  that  fiiperaddihg  thus  imalginary  duties  to  real  onea 
5s  far  frdm  promoting  the  true  intcrefts  of  chrifttan  piety. 
And  indeed  -all,  hardfhips  under  which  men  put  themfelves  of 
t^icir  own  accord,  not  being  enjoined  in  fcrtpture,  nor  evident- 
ly needful  to  prcferve  them  from  (in,  and  to  raife  their  thougHfi 
to  a  better  t^orld,  (efpccially  if  they  tend  to  promote  rigotit 
Vol.  JI.  Q^q  sod 
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and  fournefs  rather  than  mildnefs  and  fattmSitj,  hart  inftead  of 
benefiting  them,  and  difcredit  religion  with  o^rs  :  which  iii 
itfelf  is  a  reafonabh  fervici^^  and  direfts  ns  noi  to  rtjmfo 
ih€  good  creatures  of  God,  but  to  receive  tbem  wkb  AaMi/gh^ 
ingf. 

But  fame  'wrill  aili,  is  not  this  explaining  '  aveaj  to  nothing 
what'Chriil  hath  moft  folemnly  commanded  as  i^  Terjr  irapor- 
tant  duty  ?    How  doth  fuch  dodrine  leave  anj  room  for  iclf* 
denial?.  And  wherein  after  all  w^^t  confih  ?  I  anfwer,  in 
what  human  nature  ufually  finds  much  more  rduftaoce  to 
pra&ife,  than  any  of  the  feverities  mentioned  jet.     For  there 
are  none,  that   wicked  men  will  not  gladly  undergo,  rather 
than  quit  their  favourite  faults*      Befides,  the  ftrifi  impofcn 
of  unnecefiary  reilraints  on  their  fellow.chriftians  or  them(clve» 
in  fome  points,  generally  make  amends,  in  others  by  propor* 
tionable  indulgetsces  of  unlawful  gratifications.     And  fo,  be- 
tween both,  it  ieldom  fails,  but  fin  and  fopedditioo  make  a 
fhift  to  go  on,  hand  in  hand,  very  comfortably.    But  the  tne 
felf*  denial  allgws  of  no  fuch  eempromifes.     It  is  an  abfialots 
and  univerfal  fur  render  of  every  part  of  us  to  the  difpofal  of 
our  Maker :  not  only  of  the  cravings  of  flefli  and  fenfe«  ba%of 
^elf-opinion,  felf-will,  felf-intereft  :    of  love  and  hatred,  hope 
and  fear :  nay,  not  of  our  appetites  and  ^Seftions  only,  hot  of 
every  imaginaiipntt  of  our  underllandings  aUb,  ihort  of  that  foil 
aotvviAion  of  truth,  vhich  the.  God  of  troth  himfelf  hath  ap- 
pointed for  our  guide.     In  a  word,  it  is  giving  our  whole  fdvcs 
aw^y  from  ourfelves,  as  it  were,  into  his  hands ;  and  d^er- 
miningf  once  for  all,  that  not  our  own ' thoughts,  indinatkM, 
and  defires,  fliall  govern  us,  hut  the  laws  of  God:  not  omr  toatC 
but  btSf  howeviT  contrary  ^tp  it,  ihall  be  done^.     Thefe  inward 
principles  are,  m  a  moral  fenfe,  the  man :  and  it  is,  in  fitO 
propriety  of  fpeech,  denying  and  renouncing  ourfelves,  mhm 
what  we  ihould  conceive  or  wifli  or  chufe  is  laid  intirely  oat 
of  the  quedion,  and  the  only  thing  regarded  isrwhat  heaves 
points,  out  to  us,  to  believe  and  do,  whether  by  reaibn  or  bf 
revelation.     Mortification  and  felf-denial  have  both  of  th(« 
been  often  alraoft  wholly  roifapprehended  f  and  evenrwhea 
fomewhat  better  underftood,  have  been  much  confounded  ose 
with  the  other.    But  though  nearly  akin,  they  are  veiy  St" 

tingttiihaUc* 

•  Rom.  ail.  I.  t  I  Thn.  iv.  4. 
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tmgiiiflis^ble.  The  former  is  killing,  deftrojing  fin  within  our. 
felves  :  the  latter,  difowning  mnd  cafting  off  whatever  is  dear- 
eft  to  us,  in  fucK  degree  as  is  neceflary  todeftroj  (in.  And 
this  being  the  nature  of  the  duty,  we  need  never  fear,  but 
occafions  of  praftifingit  will  be  frequent  and  trying  enpupjh. 
The  much  greater  need  will  be  to  fill  our  fouls  with  a  (Irong 
convidion  of  what  I.  (hall  now  endeavour  to  (hew. 

111.  The  indifpenfable  obligation  of  it,  and  its  unfpeakable 
importance  to  our  virtue  and  our  happinefs. 

That  being,  xjf  whom  and  to  whom  are  all  tiring j^^  whofc 
nature  is  abColuXely  fimple  ^nd  infinitely  perfe£t,  cannot,  as  the 
apoflle  exprdFes  itt»  deny  himfelf.  There  is  nothing  within 
him,  but  reditude  and  holinefs ;  nothing  without  him,  but 
what  wholly  depends  on  him:  and  therefo^  his  fole  rule  of 
aftion  mnft  be  his  own  ^ood  pleafure.  But  the  moft  exalted 
of  creatates,  being  his  fervants  and  his  property,  are  eflentiaU 
ly  ib  far  bound  to  felf-denial,  as  not  to  do  thtir  own  will,  but 
the  Will  of  him  who  fent  them  into  life.  And  in  proportion 
as  the  frame  of  any  moral  agent  is  compounded  of  i'uperior  and 
inferior  principles,  the  more  he  will  be  obliged  to  difrcgard 
tmd  deny  the  lower,  in  order  to  follow  the  diftates  of  this  high* 
tr.  But  wretehed  man,  fallen  abd  finfal,  lies  under  a  heavier 
-^  neccility^'of  this  kind  :  for,  made  up  of  wrong  propenfities,  in 
the  degree  that  he  is,  ih  order  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
Jufiitf  ho  M'ill  ^^fy  himjelf  continually.  Chrift  indeed  hath 
procured  us  by  his  blood  the  means  of  recovery  from  thfb 
lamentable  condition :  but  (till  he  only  frees  us  from  flavery, 
to  fubjed  us  to  a  jud  and  gracious  governsnent  :  we  are  not 
9Ur(iiwn,for  vfe  are  bought  with  a  price^  :  and  fince  by  him  we 
live,  who  were  dead  in  trefpajfei  andjins%  we  are  to  Ihe  hence* 
forth,  not  unto  ourfelius^  hut  unto  bim^  which  diedf^r  us^  and 
^^fi  '^g<^i^\*  So  that  both  as  creatures,  ^nd  as  fallen  and  re^ 
deemed  creatures,  felf-denial  andfelf.furrender  is  our  indifpenf- 
ablc  general  duty.  And  we  (hall  fiijd  it  previoufly  necef- 
filry  to  the  right  performance  of  every  partic«lar  duty  that 
lies  before  us. 

Our  appetites,  palEons,  and  fancies,  are  by  nature  many : 
and  partly  by  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  partly  by  volMn* 

Q^q  ^  tary 
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tary  indulgence,   they  are  headftroQg  s(nd  qtifiphf^ von s,     Wbtt 
mud  be  the  confequcnce  then,  if  we  either  ftudj  to  huipoar 
thctn  ftilL  farther,  of  let  them  take  their  own  free  <»^^fe? 
Plainly,  they  will  become  quite  ungovemable,  and  mukipi/ 
fin  and  guilt  upon  us  wiuiout  end.     The  very  thought  of  vir- 
tue and  piety  will  fo  be  excluded,  as  feldom  to  occur  to  us :  and 
ivhenever  con&icnce  doth  adventure  to  found  the  unwelconie 
words  in  our  ears.,  it  will  be  filenced>  overpowered,  and  bantlb- 
ed  from  the  place  where  it  ought  to  dwell  and  prefide.     Somt- 
times  it  may  carry  a  fingle  point  or  two :    but  flill,  what  upno 
tlie  whole  is  uppermoft  in  our  hearts,  will  upon  the  whole  go- 
vern our  lives  ;  and  the  occafional  yiftories,  obti^ined  now  9ik1 
'then,  will  be  attended  with  continually  greater  difficulty  aod 
pain,  and  therefore  will  be  attempted   lefs  and  lefs  frequent- 
ly.    Look  around  you :  look  within  you :  what   is  our  gene- 
ral condition  here  on  earth  ?  Immoderate  defire  of  wealth,  or 
power,  or  fame,  or  pleafurc,  pr  eafe,  refentment,  envy,  vaiiiij» 
fome  wrong  inclination  or  other,  it  is  well  if  not  more  than 
one  fprings  up  early  :  an  ill-judging  felf-love  cherifhes  it  with* 
out  examination  :  we  take  it  hailily  for  granted,  that  here  lie 
ptir  happinefs,  and  accordingly  purfue  it :    many,  without  ever 
putting  the  queftion>  whether  virtue  or  religion  forbid  them 
or  not.      Others  indeed  do  chance  to  refle£t  a  little  at  times  $ 
fome  of  them  enough  to  form  «  fort  of  refolution,  that  they 
will  quit   fuch  and  fuch  of  their  vices,  perhaps  all  of  them. 
But   tJien,  as  they  will,  not  with  (landing,  preferye  in  general 
'  the  fame  falfe  tendernefs  for  themfelvcs  that  they  ever  had,  ahd 
leave  to'  mere  inclination  or  caprice  the  fame  dominion  over 
them  ;  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  thefe  refolutions  muft  have  a 
very  ineffectual,  a  very  ikort-lived  influence,   and  every  ihiaj 
quickly  relapfe  into  its  former  ftate.  •  So  long  then  as  we  fui- 
fer  it  to  be  at  »11  a  determining  reafop  for  a£ling  thui  or  thus, 
in  cafes   of  imporfance,   that   we  have  a  mind  to  aft  fo,  there 
cannot  be  any  hope  of  our  l)ehaving  right  with  the  leail  uniibr- 
ynity  or  conllancy  :    and  the  only  way  is,  to  ftrike  at  the  roa 
of  all  our  faults,  wrorg  ftlf- indulgence,  infiead  of  cutting  ofF 
little  branches  and  twigs,   that  will  fprout  afterwards  faflcr 
than  before. 

Nor  is  this  of  more  confequence  to  otir  virtue  than  to  what  is 
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cloftlj  conncfted  with  it  htfrc,  and  Infeparably  hereafter,  our 
happiaefs.  Every  principle  in  our  nature  was  originally  plac- 
ed there  for  uur  good,  but,  when  xorrupted  and  improperly 
exerted,*  produces  harm  to  us.  And  in  particular,  the  dear 
alie&ion  that  we  bear  to  ourfelves,  if  ft  feeks  to  attain  its  e^d 
by  miflakcn  means,  muft  fail  of  it«  and  make  us  miferable. 
The  tender  fondnefs  that  will  fuffer  us  to  mifs  no  pleafure,  and 
bes^r  no  hardihip,  will  as  certainly  deftroy  all  firmnefs  and 
health  in  the  foul,  as  it  doth  in  tlie  body,  and  unfit  us  in  both 
lefpcAs  equally' for  what  we  inuft  have  to  go  through  in  life* 
Under  this  unhappy  msMnagement,  grouudlefs  averfiona  aod 
pernicious  deiires  grow  continuaUy  more  vehement ;  .  wild 
fancies  multiply ;  each  of  them  claims  the  abfolute  fway,  and 
we  are  torn  in  pieces  by  their  contentions*  Or  if  they  rule 
more  amicably  by  turns,  the  various  purfuits  to  which  they 
fucccilively  prompt  us,  we  ofnm  fee  at  the  time,  a^e  leading 
us  to  rum :  yet  we  know  not  hoiy  %o  be  fo  cruel  to  ourfelves,  as 
to  prefer  the  united  intereAs  of  this  world  and  the  next  to  a 
prefent  favourite^ inclination*.  So  we  grafp  momentary  plea* 
fures,  quickly  followed  by  lafting  tinrafinefs :  are  tormented  by 
daily  difappointments  in  what  we  obtain,  as  well  as  what  we 
aim  at  without  fuccefs  :  and  very  commonly,  after  innumer. 
able  follies  -and  fufferinga,  the  whole  ends  in  defpondency  and 
fournefs,  diflike  of  ourfelves  and  every  onfi  around  us,  diifatis- 
fadion  with  the  univerfal  ftate  of  things,  and  the  very  Author 
of  it :  whilft,  like  ungoverned  child^tfi,  :ive  knov(r  not  what 
>\e  would  have,  and  nothing  can  pleatc  us.  For  the  fame* 
gratification  of  every  huinour,  that  makes  children  both  wick* 
fed  and  wretched,  hath  juft  tl^e  fame  cffcft  on  all  thofe,  who, 
by  'treatiug  themfelves  in  the  like  manner,  contrive  to  be  no 
wifer  throughout  the  courfe  of  their  live*  than  they  were  at  the 
beginning.  But,  whether,  we  go  on  to  be  tofltd  through  a 
reftlefs  variety  of  wrong  pur fm'ts,  or  fixjon  feme  one,  that  fliall 
carry  us  forward  more  uniformly  in  error,  it  is  in  effed  the 
fame  thing*  By  the  one  means  or  the  other  we  are  fure  to 
be  miferable,  even  in  this  world,  and  unfpeakably  niore  fo 
in  the  next^  if  we  permit  our  own  wills  and  paflions  to  be  our 
guides.  , 

Therefore  our  bleffed  Lord,  the   wajf^  tig  truth,  and  ibe 
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/j^^y  who  perfedlj  knew,  both  what  our  natore  and  oooditioB 
require  of  us,  and  what  our  Maker  defigns  us  for,  hath  poioted 
out  the  onlj  wife  method ;  that  we  deny  ourfehei^  anifM&m 
him :  that,  renduncing  the  indulgence  of  our  own  inclinatiaas« 
we  uke  his.  example  and  his  laws  for  our  onlj  rule ;  und, 
without  (landing  to  compute  what  we  maj  lofe  or  fuffer  bjr  it  I 
in  this  or  that  cafe,  venture  to  give  up  bodj  and  foul  in  att 
cafes  to  his  government ;  and  feeking  happinefs  bj  no  other 
means  than  obedience,  truft  God  for  the  confequences.  Were 
we  but  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind,  we  Ihould  have  one  invariable 
rule  to  wEt  by,  *^  This  is  mj  dutj,  therefore  nothing  (hall  le- 
duce  ihe  from  it :  this  is  contrary  to  mj  dutj,  therefore  no* 
thing  (hall  engage  me  in  it.*'  We  (hould  have  one  general 
and  full  anfwer  conftantljr  ready  for  all,  ttmptations,  inftead  of 
the  manifold  difadvantaget  and  hazards  of  debating  particulars 
with  eacl\  of  them  finglj.  Theii:  force  muft  be  unfpeakably 
leflened,  would  we  but  follow  this  direAton  in  eameils  never 
admit  an  infnaring  (econd  thought  to  cteep  in  and  puiale  a 
plain  cafe,  nor  afford  time  to  a  vicious  defire  to  argue  the  point 
with  us,  and  paint  itfelf  out  in  plaufiblo  and  invitbg  colours 
to  deceive  us  ;  but,  the  moment  we  fee  it  to  be  vicious,  look 
on  it  in  that  fole  view,  rcjeft  it  without  delay  for  that  fole 
reafon,  and  think  no  more  of  it,  elfe  we  (hall  be  all  incoo- 
ftancj  and  irrefolution,  diftrafted  between  the  yrrw«  of  two 
fBqfiers ;  fometimes  preferring  one,  fometimes  the  other ;  then 
contriving  a  thoufand  ^7  fchemes  to  reconcile  both,  and  en- 
tangled by  every  endeavour  in  freih  perplexities.  Whereas, 
would  we  thoroughly  give  up  our  wl|ole  felves  into  the  hands 
of  our  rightful  Sovereign,  and  fix  the  regard  we  owi:  him  for 
the  one  principle  of  our  conduft  ;  the  prefence  of  that  thopgbr 
would  awe  into  (ilence  whatever  was  oppofite  to  it ;  our  bad 
inclinations  would  die  away  and  be  forgotten ;  good  ones 
would  fpring  up,  and  have  nothing  to  oppofe  their  growth ;  a 
better  felf,  a  new  man  created  after  the  image  God  would  be 
formed  within  us,  inflead  of  that  which  we  had  put  off\\  apd 
our  advances  in  goodnefs  would  be  aftoni(hing  :  like  tho(e  of 
the  pious  Corinthians,  whofe  charitable  contributions,  theapoftk 
declares,  were  beyond  his  hopes :  hut^  faith  he,  they  firfi 
gave  their  own  /elves  to  the  Lordf  and  then  to  us  by  the  wiB 
n/Godt. 

This 
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This  indeed  is  the  oalj  way  to  be  reunions:  and  religion  it 
the  only  wey  to  be  happy^    For,  the  true  good  of  mati^  let  m 
feardi  for  it  ever  (b  loog.  or  £aocy  about  it  w^at  we  pleafe^ 
can  never  be  found  where  it  is  not ;   and  is  only  where  our 
Maker  hath  placed  it.    All  our  capacities  for  it  are  of  his  be- 
ftowiog :  our  whole  being  is  at  his  difpofaU     If  we  withhold 
any  thing  from  hini|  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  the  honour  of  , 
hia  government,  bind  him  to  convince  us  of  our  guilt  and  foU 
Iy«     if«  on  the  contrary;  we  refign  all  to  him»  he  will  gwt  9U 
back  richly  to  emjoy^  as  the  fcriptute  exprefles  it*»  all  that  is 
innocent  and  fafe :   he  will  reward  us  eternally   hereafter  for 
abftaiaing  from  what  would  hurt  us  even  here  it  .and  it  ia  in-' 
conceivably  abfurd  to  imagine  we  can  provide  for  oor  own 
inteiefts  better,  than  by  intrufting  them  with  him.     Nor  per- 
haps in  gieneral  do  men  imagine  they  can  :  but  they  fee  what 
is  right,  and  dare  not  attempt  it.     A  cowardly  apprehenfibn 
of  paii^  in  the  .effort  keeps  us  an  the  far  worfe   pain  of  a 
divided  fiate  of  mind  and  ltfe#     We  avoid  fome  faults^  and 
eannot  prevail  on  our&lves  to  avaid  others.  We  refidve  againil 
all  fin,  it  may  be :    but  cannot  refolve  agaiaft  the  things  that 
we  know  will  lead  os  into  fin :    fo  we  leave  ftnmbliBg>Uocks 
in  our  own  way,  and  undo  every  thing  as  faft  as  we  do  it« 
llien  for  a  while  felf-relledion  eaufes  bitter  remorfe,  but  im- 
mediately felf-indulgeoce  brings  forth  new  tranfgreffioasi  and, 
in  this  wretched  circle,  we  go  found  and  round  to  t>ur  deftruc- 
tion :  whereas  one  thorough  determination,  well  kept,  of  yield- 
ing up  all  without  referve  to  God,  wonld  extricate  us  from 
this  labyrinth,  and  fettle  us  in  a  firm  ftate  of  inward  peace : 
the  prefent  advantages  of  the  change  would  be  great  beyond 
belief;    the    future,   infinite:    and  thus  the    ielf*d^ial    our 
Saviour   enjoins    would   appear  to    be   the    only  true   fel£« 
love. 

But  then  we  mufl  not  think,  that  forming  fach  a  tefolution 
is  all  that  we  need  in  order  to  accomplifli  it.  A  vain  opinion 
of  our  own  ftrength  is  one  part  of  the  felf  that  we  are  to  deny  : 
elfe  we  (ball  never  have  Arength  to  any  real  good  purpofe.  Our 
bleffed  Lord  aflures  us,  that  without  him  we  can  do  notbingf.  St.  - 
i^an/afiures  us,  that  we  are  notfufficient  to  thintany  thing^as  of 
ourfelviiX*    And  repeated  experience  hath  given  us  all,  I  fear, 

too 
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too  manjt  proofs  of  this  truth.     If  then  we  are  wieked,  our 
jDhty  way  is,  that,  yielding  to  the  conviAions  of  Grod's  word 
ftnd  Spirit,  we  applj  in  the  name  of  our  Mefled  Redeemer  for 
power  to  deny  our/e/ves  andfoUow  bim :  that  through  him,  as 
our  high  prieft,  we  prefent  our  fouls  and   bodies  afacrijice  M 
God*f  befeeching  hifn  to  accept  the  gift,  to  take  and  keep  pof- 
feffion  of  us.     And  though  we  think  ourfelves  ever  fo  good, 
yd  if  wc  imagine  we  are  become  foch,  or  hope  to  continue 
fach,  by  oUr  own  abilities,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  i#i9w  nth 
thing  yet ^  as  we  ought  to  *«owf.      By  the  grace  of  God  I  ati 
Hvbat   I  am^  faith  the    apoftle ;    /  laboured  more  abundantly 
than  they  all^  yet  not    /,  but  the  grace  of  God^  which  v;as 
^itb  met,    */  am  crucified  imth    Chrifi^   nroertbelefs  I  live ; 
yet  not  /,   bu(  Chriji  Iheth  in  me^   and  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God^  toho  loved  me^  and  gave  himftlffor  tae\.    Naj, 
laftlj,  if  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  even  by  the  means  of  help 
from  above  we  have  attaiiied   to  a  perfe^ton  of  felf- denial,  or 
of  any  other  virtue,  w<  miAake  onr  condition,  endanger  ouf 
Imrailit'y,  atjd  neglefting  to  p:i  fs  forward,  ftal!  be  driven  back. 
Indeed^  though  perfedion  is  afcribed  to  men  in  fcripture,  b/ 
way  of  oppofition  to  charafters  wilfully  and  eifentiaJlj  defec- 
ttve[(,  and  of  comparifon  with  others  of  inferior  goodoefif, 
and  in  rcfpcft  of  God's  gracious  acceptation  ihtdugh  Chrift 
Jefus^^ ;    yet,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  the  hope  of  ever  attaining  it 
here  is  vain,  notwithfianding  that  the  ftrttggle  to  advance  fb- 
wards  it  ought  to  be  inceflant :  for  tlie  nearer  the  approach,  xht 
greater  the  reward.  But  who  can  fay  Iha^e.  fhctJe  my  heart  cleani 
I  am  pure  from  my  fin  7  For  there  is  not  a  jufl  man  upon  earthy 
that   doth  good^    and  finneth  not.     When  we   put  off  thtfe 
bodies,  and  not  before,  that  which  is  perfeEl  being   cosne^  that 
which  is,  in  part  fhall  be  ^ddne  away.     Our   ubderftandings 
ihall  be  thoroughly  enlightened,  our  affedions  completely  puri- 
fied,  our  wills   intirely  conformed  to  that  of  our  heavenly  fa- 
ther ;  we  ihall  love  ourfelves  only  as  bearing  his  image,  and 
God  fhall  be  all  in  all. 
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Our  Saviour's  Sovjereiohtt  over  the  Dead  and  Living. 
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For  to  this  end  Cbrl/l  both  diid  and  rofe  and  revived^  that  h} 
might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living. 

^'^HE  public  offices  of  our  church  have  led  us^  within  a  few 
months,  through  moll  of  the  principal  tranfadtions  of  our 
blefled  Redeemer's  h'fe  on  earth.  We  have  commemorated 
his  condefcenfion  to  take  upon  him  the  liktnefi of  Jinful fiejb  *, 
his  fubmitting  to  fu\fil  the  righteotifnefs  f  of  the  Jewifli  law, 
and  his  earljr  manifeftation  to  the  Gentile  world  ;  his  failing 
fortj  days  and  nights,  and  yielding  afterwards  to  be  tempted  in 
all  points  as  we  are^  yet  without  Jin  %•  Many  of  his  wonderful 
worksy  many  of  his  gracious  iallruAions  have  been  rehearfed 
in  our  ears  ;  and  verj  lately  his  moft  bitter  fufFerings  and 
death  repr^eated,  as  it  were,  before  cur  tjtA.  We  have  ac- 
companied him,  fron^  his  forrows  and  agonies  in  the  garden, 
through  all  the  fad  variety  of  difgrace  and  pain  that  he  under« 
went,  till  he  bowed  his  bead^  and  gave  up  the  ghoji  }  on  the  crofs» 
We  have  feen  his  dead  body  pierced  to  the  heart  with  a  fpear* 
taken  down  and  interred,  the  fepulchre  clofed,  fealed  up,  and 
gaarded;  his  dilciples,  though  continuing  to  honour  him,  quite 
in  defpair  about  him  :  and  yet  we  find  hiip  this  day  ri|en  again, 
^  die  no  more* 

Surely  it  is  time  we  Ihould  ^^  ourfelves  what  was  the  niean- 

'ngof  fo  unparalleled  a  tranfadion,  to  which  the  attention  of 

all  ntankind  hath  been  called  fo  folemnly  ever  fince  ?  It  could 
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not  be  merely  to  move  onr  compaiSon  with  a  piteous  hiflorj, 
that  God  fent  his  Son  from  heaven,  to  live  in  wretchednedi  and 
die  in  torment ;  nor  to  fill  us  with  a  vaia  admiration^  that  be 
raifed  him  from  the  grave,  and  hath  placed  him  at  his  ovn 
right  hand.  What  then  was  the  view  and  ufe  of  this  moft  fi- 
traordinary  difpenfation  ?  The  text  informs  us.  7b  this  end 
Cbriji  both  died  and  rofe  and  revived ;  or,  as  it  fliould  be  tranf- 
kted,  and  is  elfewhcre  in  the  New-Teftament,  Hves  again^  that 
he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  thg  living.  Every  thing 
he  did  or  luflered  was  ordained  to  accompliOi  that  merciful  aod 
awful  fcheme  of  jprovidence,  our  Saviour's  univerfal  dominioa 
over  all ;  to  make  the  obedient  good  and  happy,  and  reward 
the  difobedient  according  to  their  works.  This  important 
dodrxne  I  ihall 

I.  Explain  and  prove.     Then  fiiew, 

II.  Under  what  obligations  it  lays  us. 

I.  Ghrifl  indeed,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  the  Father,  had  origin 
nal  glory  and  dominion  before  the.  world  exifted  ;  vms  im  tht 
beginning  with  God^  and  tuas  God  *.  But  the  apofile  fpeaks 
not  here  of  thac  dignity  and  power  which  his  divine  nature  al- 
ways poflelTed,  but  which  his  huQian  nature  acquired,  by  dying 
and  rifing  and  living  again.  It  is  true,  the  former  part  of  his 
Ii&  contributed  greatly,  both  by  his  do£hine  and  example,  to 
fet  up  that  kingdom  of  rigbteoufnefs,  over  whioh  he  was  to 
reign.  And  even  then  the  Father  had  given  all  things  into  his 
iandj-^  and  committed  all  Judgment  tolimt*  But  this  being 
done  in  conGderation  of  his  future  fufferings,  on  them  the  foun- 
dation of  his  authority  is  laid  in  fcripture.  Thus  St.  Paul 
teaches,  that,  becaufe  being  in  the  form  of  God,  he  was  willing 
to  tale  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant^  an  inferior  and  mini- 
Sering  nature,  as  ours  is  j  and  then,  hein^  found  infajhknas 
a  man^  humbled  himfelf  yet  lower  unto  the  death  of  the  crop  .• 
therefore  God  hath  highly  exalted  him^  and  given  him  a  name 
above  every  name  $•  But  etfe where  he  more  determinately 
grounds  his  fovereignty,  on  his  paflion  alone ;  We  fee  Jffiu 
for  the  fuffering  of  deaths  crowned  witi  glory  and  hcnour^. 
And  juftly  doth  it  intitle  him  t6  in  authprity  oyer  us,  fince  it 
gained  him  a  property  in  us.     For  fin  both  fubjefting  men  by 

"    its 
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Its  guilt,  as  debtors  and  crimifials,  to  the  juft  lentence  of  God, 
and  bj  its  dominion,  as  captives  and  flaves,  to  the  unjuft  em- 
pire of  the  devil ;  oar  Saviour,  bj  delivering  uf  in  each  of 
thefe  refpeds,  hath  obtained  a  double  right  to  us.  By  giving 
his  life  a  ranfom  to  divine  jufticc,  he  hath  bought  us  to  him- 
felf  with  the  price  of  his  blood  ;  fo  that  we  are  his  in  right  of 
plirchafe.  And  having  deftroyed  the  tyranny  of  the  wicked 
•one  over  us,  by  the  holinefs  of  the  precepts  which  his  death  . 
t:onfirmed,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  grace  which  it  procured,  we 
are  his  again  in  right  of  conqueft. 

This  authority,  thus  acquired,  his  refurr«£Hon  openly  pro- 
claioicd  ;  attefting,  not  only  in  general  the  truth  of  his  miffion, 
i)nt  in  particular  the  acceptance  of  his   fuiferings  for  our  re- 
denoption  :  and  confequentiy  his  title   to  govern  us,  and  his 
power  to  raife  us  up  again  according  to  his  promife,  as  he  bad 
Taifed  himfelf.     Hence,  during   the  remaindei^  of  his  continu-. 
ance  on  earth,  he  founded  and  gave  laws   to  his  church  ;  and 
being  yet  mare  folemnly  invefted  with  fulnefs  of  power  on  his 
afcenfion  to  heaven,  he  ever  lives  to  nile  and  proteft  it.     Nor 
doth  his  fovereignty  extend  over  mankind  alone,  but  the  whole 
creation.     For  God^  as  St.  t*aul  affares  us,  having  raifed  him 
from  the  dead,  hath  Jet  him  at  bis  O'wn  right  hand^far  above  all 
principality  and  power  and  might  and  dominion^  Mnd  e*-jery  nams 
that  is  namedy  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  ia  that  'uhich  is 
to  come,  and  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet  *  :   that  in  the 
name  ofy.efus,  as  he  adds  in  another  place,  eveiy  ^nee  Jhould 
how^  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earthy  and  things  under 
the  earth  ;  and  every  tongue  conffs,  that  Jefu4  Chrijl  is  Lordf, 
In  thefe  words  he  is  defcribed  buth  as  h'gh-prieft  and  the  king 
"of  the  univerfc.     His  poffeffion  of  tlie  former  office  U  exprcfTed 
by  faying,  that   every  hiee  Jhall  bow  in  his  name  ;  for  fo  it 
fliould  be  trapflated,  not  at  his  name,    when   lii^  name  is   men- 
tioned :   though  that   be   a  practice,   both  unexceptionable  and 
reverent.      7o  bow  the  inee  is  to  pray.      So,  £ph.  iii.  14.      For 
this  caufe  I  how  my  knees  unto   the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijl^  that  he  would  grant  you  to  beflrengtbcncdly  his  spirit 
ih  the  inner  man.     Therefore  to  bow  the  knee  in    the  name    of 
Jefus^  is  to  pray  in  his  name,  as  the  perfon  qualified  and  ap- 
pointed to  prcfcnt  our  petitions  to  God,  and  derive  his  blef- 
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fings  upon  us.  The  remaintng  part  of  the  paflagc  declares  hi& 
kingly  oflicc  :  /ind  every  tongue  confefs^  that  Jefui  Cbrift  is 
Lord ;  or»  as  St.  John  more  emphatically  ftiles  him,  Ltnd  of 
Lords^  and  King  of  Kings  *.  Nor  are  men  only,^  hut  all  thf 
angeh  of  God,  requirtrd  to  worjbip.  him  f  as  foch;  Created 
beings,  of  how  exalted  rank  focvcr,  can  onjy  \^  faithful  as  fer* 
vants  in  the  houfe  of  God,  but  Cbrift  as  a  fon  over  his  houfe^ 
which  himfelfbath  huilded  %• 

In  what  manner  he  governs  the  refl  of  his  works  we  are  sot 
concerned  to  enquire.  Men  he  governs,  by  giving  laws,  which 
every  one,  who  receives  the  knowledge  of  them,  is  bound  to 
obey,  and  no  one  maj  add  top,  diminifh^  or  altet «  by  forming 
thofe  who  fubmit  to  him  willingly,  into  a  regular  focicty«  or 
vniverfal  church,  provided  with  fit  means  o^  ii^ftru£^ion,.  di^* 
cipline,  and  grace ;  by  improving  th^m  iu  aljl  goodnels,  and 
ftrengthening  them  againft  all  temptation  ;  by  providing,  that 
in  the  worft  of  times  the  gates  of  hell  fftqll  not  frevaU^  to 
aboliih  true  religion :  at^d  gradually  bringing  on,  according  to 
his  promife,  that  happy  age,   when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
fhall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Cbrift^  and  bf 
Jhall  take  to  himfelfbis  great  power ^  an^d  fb^ll  reign  f  •     Bat 
however  illuftrious  his  dominion^  may  then  appear,  the  fuU 
manifeftation  of  it,  (for  which  eyery  other  ad  of  hi^  i;egal  aa* 
thority  is  opening  the  way)  will  be  in  that  hoi^r,  when,  he  fliall 
come  with  the  holy  angelf  to  Jit  upon  the  throve  ^of  his  glory  ^  and 
all  nations  being  gathered  before  him  |j,  ftvall  fentence  the  wick- 
ed, both  men  and  devils,  to  evet^afiing  punifliment,  but  beftow 
on  the  righteous  life  eternal.     After  which,  the  ends  of  thi^ 
whole  difpenfation  being  now  accomplilhed,  he  JbaH  deliver  np 
bis  kingdom  of  grape  to  God^even  tJfe  Father  **,  in  whofe  kitijr 
dom  of  glory  ht  fhall  flill  reign^  with  him  a^d  ^c  Holy  Spirit, 
over  his  faints  and  zngeXs,  for  ever  and  ever\:\. 

Such  is  the  fovercigaty  over  all,  which  the  Son  of  man  firft 
died  to  acquire  ;  and  then  rifing  agab,  lives  to  es^ercife.  And 
as  it  extends  through  the  whole  creation  of  God,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  confuminatioti  of  all  things,  no  wonder,  if  tbe 
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reafons  s^nd  circtunilsmces  of  many  particulars  in  it  be  income 
|)rehenfible  to  us.  Notwi^hftanding  the(ey  as  the  main  of  it 
appeap  l^'gW/  worth|y  of,  Gg4»  and  no  part  evidently  unworthy, 
Tve  ought  to  bcU^vc  the  ^hol^,  pn  the  ftrongeft  and  manifold 
atieftanons  which  he  hath  given  us  of  its  truth.  Thc/r/jiri- 
iug  of  Cbrift  crucified m^iy  item  jfooliJhn^S'*  tq  the  wife  io  their 
own  imagination^,  gut  whoever  is  duly  fenfiblff  of  his  being 
in  ^  ^Hte^  wher«  we  know  but  in  part ^  and  Jet  what  is  ncaretl 
^p  us  through  a  glaf^  darkljl  +,  will  he  g^ad  to  receive,  with 
implicit  faith,  that  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myi^ry^  V^kicA  ki  k^^k 
prdained  before  tff^  y^orfd  unto  our  glory  J. 

The  foundation  of  the  chriftian  fcheme,  that  w<e  are  all  or7« 
ginally  prone  to  ^n,  ai\d  aftually  guilty  of  it,  is  but  too  noto- 
rious. lS[ow  the  mercy  of  our  l^eayenly  Father,  though  coo- 
ftantlj  (hewn  in  a  proper  degree  ^o  every  proper  objed,  prcr 
ferves  not  t^ic  feulty  frptn  daily  ej^periencing  ^cadful  confc- 
quences  of  their  faults  in  (liw  li(e,  which  the  ^cereft  repen- 
tance will  not  fingly  prevent^  And  who  can  difprovCi^  wha( 
the  New  Tellament  affirms,  an^  throughout  implies,  that  wc 
fliould  all  have  experienced  yet  worfe  coniequencea  in  the  life 
tocoi](ie,  had  not  our  bleffcd  {Redeemer  done  9i\d  fuffered  for  U9- 
-the  things  he  hath  ?  In  general,  that  one  perfon  may,  by  inter, 
pofing,  and  even  bearing  much,  on  behalf  of  others,  avert  from 
them  great  evils,  and  procure  them  great  good,  we  are  very 
fenfiblc.  And  fuppofing  us  ever  fo  ignorant,  what  connexion 
.  in  particular  there  is  between  the  fufferings  of  Ghrift  and  OMr 
own  fa^lvation ;  we  have  no  more  caufe  to  complain,  than  that 
we  cannot  Icam,  by  what  ileps  a  friend  hath  delivered  us  (vQtfi 
worldly  danger,  or  by  what  efficacy  a  medicine  hath  reftored 
our  health*  AH  that  wc  are  concerned  in,  all  that  we  are  ta 
believe  and  do,  we  arc  plainly  told.  And  if  we  are  not  told, 
what  God  alone  is  concerned  in,  the  reafons  of  his  own  coun- 
fels ;  we  may  well  be  content,  that  by  this  method  wc  are 
brought  to  eternal  felicity,  without  aiding,  why  rather  by  this, 
than  any  other.  i* 

Yet  even  to  that  inquiry  fomeanfwer  ipay  be  returned.  The 
poverty  and  labour,  the  injuries  and  provocations,  the  forrows 
and  pains,  which  pur  Savio^r  went  through,  with  fo  perfeft 
and  conftant  9    grcatncfs  and  gqcdnefa  of  mind,  afford  the 
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ilrongcft  conlirnliitions  of  our  faith  in  his  doSrine,  and  moft 
powerful  incitements  to  praftife  the  very  hardeft  of  his  prccepis. 
That  we  arc  not  forgiven  but  on  the  condition  of  his  undergo- 
ing thefe  things,  prores,  that  God  hath  an  irreconcileable  ab- 
horrence of  fin,  and  a  high  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  govern- 
ment :  while  yet  his  providing  for  the  performance  of  this  con- 
dition proves  equally,  that  he  hath  the  tendered  compalBon  for 
his  fallen  and  helplefs  creatures. 

Other  footHeps  of  wifdom  in  this  wonderful  trostfadion,   as 

.  humb)e  iearch  may  undoubtedly  trace.  But  whether  many 
more,  and  yet  weighfier  motives  to  it,  may  not  ilill  remain  be- 
hind, which  perhaps-  it  is  impoiSble,  perhaps  unfit,  for  us  to 
fee  at  prefent,  we  cannot  know,  for  we  are  not  told.  Who 
would  venture  to  fay  of  the  moft  familiar  objeft  of  feofc  befose 
him,  that  its  x>nly  ufes  are  thofe  which  he  is  able  to  difcovcr  ? 
And  furely  we  ought  not  to  have  lefs  modefty  in  points,  thai 
arc  fo  much  farther  beyond  our  reach.  We  believe,  on  the 
credit  of  men  like  ourfelves,  many  things  to  have  influences, 
that  we  neither  have  experienced  them  to  have,  nor  difcem  by 
reafon  that  they  mufi  have.  Why  then  is  not  (Jod  to  be 
trulled,  as  well  as  our  fell o whereat ures  ?  And  fince,  in  the  af- 
fairs  of  tins  world,  we  often  walk  not  byjigbt  but  by  faith  ♦; 
what  objection  can  thctc  be  againft  it  in  thofe  of  another  ?  Kf- 
pecially  confidcring,  that  we  are  only  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
^vhole,  the  reft  of  which  is  almoft  intirely  hid  from  us:    and 

'  cannot  even  conjcciure,  what  dq>e»dences  there  may  be  of  one 
part  on  the  other  ;  and  much  lefs,  what  tliofe  dependences  maj 
require.  ^ 

If  plainly  appears,  that  men  arc  by  no  naeans  the  only  beings 
interelled  in  our  bleffed  Lord.  The  fcripture  teaclies,  that,  as 
by  bim  and/or  him  were  created  all  things  that  are  in  heaoen  and 
are  in  earthy  vrfible  and  invijible^  and  by  him  all  things  confift  - 
fo  by  him  alfo  was  God  pleafed^  having  made  peace  tbr  cugb  the 
blood  of  his  cro/sy  to  reconcile  all  things  to  him/el/\  whether  they 
be  things  in  earthy  or  things  in  heaven  f  ;  that  in  the  difpenfutitm 
ofthefulnefs  oftime^  he  might  gather  together  in  one  all  things 
in  Chrift ;  both  which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on  earthy 
even  in  him  %.  Such  hints,  as  thefe,  of  a  fcheme  of  providence 
amazingly  extenfive,  were  not  given,  either  to  gratify  or  excite 

our 
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our  curiofitj  i  bat  to  admoDiih  us,  that,  in  the  religious  admi- 
aiftration  of  the  uniyerfe,  there  are  particulars,  not  defigned  ta 
be  comprehended  by  us  at  prefent,  but  by  fome  other  part  of 
the  creation;  things  done  to  the  intent^  (as  the  apoftle  elfe- 
where  more  explicitly -informs  us)  that  now  unto  the  principal'' 
Kties  and  powers  in  heavenly  places  might  be  made  known,  hy 
the  church,  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal 
purpofe,  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrifl  Jefus  our  Lord*.  Well 
then  may  it  become  us  to  be  modeft  in  J4adging  of  a  plan  fo 
much  too  great  for  us  ;  and  to  reverence,  without  expelling  to 
fearch  out  fully,  ikviX  myflery  of  God^  and  of  the  Father,  and  of 
Chrifi,  wherein,  we  are  exprefly  told,  are  bid  all  the  treafurcs 
of  wifdom  and  knowledge  f.     I  proceed  therefore  now, 

II.  To  ibew  under  what  obligations  this  dominion  of  our 
Saviour  lays  us.  And  theie  are,  £rft  to  acknowledge,'  iecond-^ 
ly  to  obey  it. 

If  theoriginal  relation  w^  bear  to  our  Creator  is  to  be  owncvi; 
and  rcfpccled  ;  the  next  we  ftand  in,  to  our  Redeemer,  is   as 
juftly  entitled   to  our  regard.     That  one  is  taught  by  nature^ 
the  other  by   revelation  only,   makes  no  difference.      Being 
equally  real,  they  are  equally  grounds  of  diity  :  and  neglect  of 
either  is   alike  profane.     God,  the  great  rukr  of  the  world, 
may  both  adminifler  the  whole  of  it  in  fach  a  form  as  h& 
thinks  fit ;  and  vary  the  regulations  of  each  part,  as  varying 
circumftances  require.     There  can   poflibly  be  no  more  rooia 
to  doubt,  whether  under  the  general  laws  of  his  moral  king- 
dom he  may  form,  from  time  ^o  time,  particular  inftitution^  of ' 
religion  ;  than  whether,  under  the  general  laws  of  human  fo- 
ciety,  may  be   formed  particular  inftitutions  of  government. 
Suppofe  then  a  perfon  were  to  advance,  concerning  the  latter, 
what  fome  bold  writers  have  done  concerning  the  former  ;  were 
to  proftfs  an  in  tire  fubmiilion  to  the  mutual  obligations  of  ra- 
tional beings  at  large,  but  an  utter  contempt  of  the  peculiar 
llatutes  of  the  community,  in  which  he  lived:  (hould  declare^ 
that  the  commands  of  the  civil  power  were  only  a  republica- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  law  of  nature  ;  that  this  being  abfbldtely  perfcft, 
nothing  eould  be  added  to  it,  nothing  prefcribed,  which  was 
not  obligatory  before  fuch  prefcription ;  an<i  that  therefore  all 
injunAions  and  determinations,  b  j  national  authoHtj,  of  what 
common  reafon  had  not  enjoined  and  determined,  were  arb^ 
trary,  tyrannical  and  uojuft ;  that  public  wifdom,  being  al-^ 
W^js  the  fame,  muft  always  direft  the  fame  things ;  and  thete- 
fore  different  orders  could  never  have  forc^  in  di^erent  ages  or 
provihccis  \  would  not  theft  notions  be  extremely  abfurd  ?  And 
furely  they  are  tio  lefs  abfurd  in  rtligion,  than  fecial  life.  If 
mien  may  form  thecnfelHs  with  good  caufe  into  particular  civil 
eftablifhraents,  God  tii&y  form  them  with  better  caufe  into 
particular  feliglous  ellablifhmbnts,  fabh  as  that  of  Chriftianitj. 
If  oiik-  earthly  fuperiots  may  difcern  fufilcient  ground  as  the 
condition  and  behaTioiir  of  their  fubjeds  alter,  to  {lot  all,  or  abj 
part  of  them,  under  new  regulations,  or  grant  theda  tiew  privi- 
ledges  :  iiiuch  more  tnay  oiir  father^  \vbich  is  in  bedv^n  *,  da 
fo  with  us.  If  we  are  bound  often  to  Obey  the  appointmenti 
of  human  prudence  without  knowing  the  motives  of  thofe  ap- 
pointments :  well  may  omnifcience  claim  the  moft  unlimited 
compliance.  And  if,  laftly,  a  dutiful  attachment  to  the  coofti^ 
tution  of  out  country  be  a  part  of  a  Worthy  charafier ;  and 
wilful  violation  of  it,  diftoyalty  to  the  Sate :  furely  the  hear- 
tied  zeal  for  the  Ordinances  of  our  better  country  is  a  ftill  more 
eifential  part ;  and  deliberate  contempt  of  them,  rebellion  a« 
gainft  God :  a  dreadful  crime  always,  but  fingularly  heinous 
and  fatal  in  the  prefent  cafe  $  becauft  thefe  ordinances  are  a!- 
culated  throughout  folely  for  our  good,  temporal  and  fpirixiial, 
prefent  and  future :  and  nothing  elfe  can  fccure  us  the  fame 
advantages.  The  gofpel,  befides  comprehending,  and  exprrf' 
fing  more  clearly,  the  whole  of  natural  religion,  fupenidds  alfoi 
fuch  aflu ranee  of  pardon,  fuch  means  of  grace,  and  fuch  glori- 
ous promifes  of  eternal  blifs  to  body  and  foul ;  that  tittle  do 
they  confider  their  own  intereft.  Who  would  red  their  caffi  if 
they  could,  on  the  mere  dbnjedures  of  unaiffifted  reafoa;  wbtch^ 
though  fufficient  to  render  the  condition  of  thofe  tolerable,  wbii 
have  no  other  guide ;  yet  muft  be  owned,  in  eomparifon,  to 
leave  finner^  ipuch  room  for  fear,  and  afibid  but  fmall  founda^ 
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"tion  fjr  hftln:;  hop;.  InisH,  with  thsf-*  ncvy  adrnn:iT-;, 
chrlftianity  brings  in  fome  nt?w  precipes  alfj;  bat  nons  of 
rts  n  biirthenfom^ ;  aad  all  of  then  cjniu;:ive  to  oar  happi- 
nefs,  here  and  hereafter;  providcvl  we  nor  onl/  acknowledge 
the  dominion  wc  are  under,  bar,  wiiicji  U  tiie  fccoad  'and  la'c 
point,  obtry  it. 

There  are  few  who  totally  rejaifl  religion  :  but  few  alio, 
who  receive  it  thoroaglrly  and  efi\ictually.  Some  troJling  to 
the  notional  belief  and  formal  practice  of  merely  revealed  truths 
gnd  duties,   allow  th?mf^lves  to  dcipife',  and  o^calionaliy  to  ue- 

.  gleft  moral  obligations.  This  was  i\\t  great  error  of  tlie  Jsws 
in  our  Saviour's  d-iys  :  as  in  truth  it  hath  been  of  chriltians  iii 
general  ever  fince :  and  tliere  caanot  be  a  more  peniioious  one. 
rBut  of  late,  efpecially  in  this  nation,  great  niiinbers  have  fAllcii 
into  the  oppolite  error.  Profcflihg  the  iiigheft  value  for  mo- 
rals, they  have  littl«  or  none  for  picty^.  Eveft  that  which  na- 
ture di&ates,  they  liardly  fliew  any  real  concern  fur  :  and  as 
abfolute  a  conteinpt  of  the  do6lrine5  and  appointments  of  fcrip- 
ture,  though  it  may  be  all  the  while  they  think  they  believe  iii 
fcripture,  as  they  could  d>,  if  tliey  denied  it.  Now  very  fel- 
dom  will  either  the  prat^ice,  or  even  the  notions  of  morality, 
in  fuch  perfons,  be  near  fo  perfcft  ^s  tliey  (hould  bt.  For 
difrcgard  to  God  or  to  any  of  his  commands,  will  foon  bring  0:\ 
a  farther  difregard,  b  uh  of  right  behaviour  towards  our  tel- 
low-iCreatures,  and  right  government  of  ouifelve&:  till,  ac- 
knowledging virtue  to  be  his  law,  we  (hail  acknowledge 
nothing  as  virtue  but  what  we  like;  leiv^;  out  all  unealy 
r^'ftraints.  pat  in  all  agreeable  indulgences  v  a!id  fj  I'.avc 
an  excellent  rule  of  life  in  pretence,  perlnps  in  imij^wia- 
tion»  but  in  rsality  none  at  all.  Or,  fup;ioHjig  tliis  to  be  other- 
wife  :  yet  the  duties  we  owe,  to  \ixtt\  whpharh  made  us  by  the 
word  of  his  power,  to  him  who  hath  rediened  us  from  guil-^ 
and  mifery  by  his  blood,  to  him  who  is  re.idy  to  parify  Ui  byr  * 
h.is  perpfstual  influences,  mull  be  the  prir.cij)?.!  ires  we  are  un- 
der: and  did  tjie  coafcientious  obfervanc*  of  tliem  contribute 
ever  fo  little,  (though  indeed  it  contributes  more  than  any 
thing)  to  the  good  ord-T  of  this  world  ;  Hill  it  is  ind'fpenfHb^/ 
neQeffiry  ro  a  purpofe  of  far  greater  munent,  preparing  our 
hearts  for  the  enjoyment  and  happinefs  of  the  world  to  come. 
We  ftrangsly  miftake  our  cafe,  if  we  mcafure  every  thing,  as 
we  arc  too  apt  to  do,  merely  by   its   influence  on  the  prefent 
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Hfe«  This  whole  fcene.  of  things  is  a  ftate  of  edacatton  and 
difcipline  onlj  ;  we  are  forming  and  training  up,  bj  th^  la»s 
of  our  Saviour*s  kingdom  here^  to  fuch  a  temper  and  fpirit,  as 
may  render  us  ever  blelTed  in  it  here^^fter.  No  wonder,  if  now, 
in  our  condition  of  infancy,  we  fee  not  the  reafon  and  ule  of 
every  ftep  taken  with  us*  Being  fure  we  are  in  kind  and  good 
handsy  our  duty  and  our  wil'dprn  la  to  give  up  ourfelves  io* 
tirely  to  God^s  difpofal.  For  we  know  not  what  we  do,  when 
we  prefume  to  ilight  any  part  of  what  h^  hath  prefcribed  :  only 
this  we  know,  that  offending  in  o^e  pointy  is  bo.th  in  reafonable 
conftrudion  and  in  probable  confequence,  being  guilt j.  of 
aU*.  .  ' 

Religion,  though  ever  in  fubftance  the  fanie,  h^^h  been  pro- 
pofed  to  mankind  in  different  ihapes,  as  the  reafon  of  things 
in  different  ages  required.  Under  whichfoever  of  thefe  difpen- 
fations  we  had  lived,*  our  buQnefs  had  been,  humbly  to  om- 
focm  ourfelves  to  it,  apd  carefully  tp  improve  ourfelves  by  it, 
yoaUing  in  ail  tie  commandments  and  ordinancts  of  the  Lord, 
hIameUfs  f .  But  as  we  are  happily  referyed  to  the  fulled  and 
cleareft,  the  moft  rational  and  amiable  exhibition  of  faith  and 
duty  that  the  world  ever  faw  or  will  fee ;  we -are  furcly  bound 
to  embrace  it  with  peculiar  joy  ;  to  obey  from  the  heart  eve^j 
jnjunAion  of  fo  gracious  a  n(iafter,  as  ourblciTed  Redeemer; 
and,  which  is  the  end  of  all,  make  fuch  a  progrefs  in  real  in- 
ward devotion,  beaevolence,  pwrijy  and  humility,  as  will  bear 
a  due  proportion  to  the  advantages,  that  we  enjoy.  For  it  can- 
not be,  that  after  thofe  demonfl  rat  ions  of  love,  and  thofe  means 
of  improvement,  which  God  hath  given  us  in  his  gofpel,  he 
ihould  only  exped  us  to  be  as  good  as  heathens  ;  and  yet  arc 
we  not  often  worfe  ?  But  in  vai^  do  we  call  ourfelves  Chrit- 
tiaos,  if  names'  and  forms  be  the  whole  of  our  chriftianitj :  In 
vain  dp  we  call  the  holy  Jefus  Lord,  unlefs,  by  doing  fuch 
things  as  he  commands,  we  become  fuch  as  ho  was.  To  this 
^therefore,  if  we  have  dny  fenfe  of  gratitude,  the  love  of  our  Sa- 
viour muft  conftrain  us  :  to  this,  if  we  have  any  concern  for 
happinefs,  the  fear  of  our  judge  muft  compel  us.  For,  as  tl^e 
apoftle,  juft  before  the  text,  hath  moft  truly  obferved,  nont 
of  us  liv€tb  to,  Ifin^ftlff  and  nomqn  dieti  to  himfelfifor  whether 

«  * 
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we  the^  we  live  unto  the  Lord;  or  whether  we  die^  we  die  unto  the 
Lord\  In  both  ifaitds  we  are  abfolutely  hU  property,  and 
.  intirelj  at  his  difpofal.  If  we  obey  hioiy  we  JbaU  alfo  reign 
with  him  I  if  we  deny  him^  he  will  alfo  deny  us\.  Let  us 
therefore  alwajs  bear  in  mind  his  own  awful  words  :  lam  he^ 
that  tixfetb^  and  was  dead  ;  and  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore^ 
amen  :  and  have  the  keys  of  death  and  of  hell  {. 

•  ftdm  xiv.  7)  8.  f  2  Tift.  U.  il.    *  f  Rcr.  i.  i8< 
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TiiK  Eyidence  of  the  Resl'rrectiok  of  Christ. 


■    Acts   k.  40,  41. 

Ilif/i  God  raifed  vp  the  third  day,  andjhewed  him  openly.  Not 
to  all  the  people^  hut  unto  witnejfes  cbofen  hffore  o/God^ 
even  to  us  who  did  eat  and  drink  with  bim  after  be  rofefroiH 
the  dead, 

'"PHE  refurredion   of  our   blcfled  Lord  being  the  principal 
fa£t,  on  which  he  himfelf  put  the  proof  of  his  divine  »a- 

^  thority  ;  and  being  that  fa£t  in  pa^ticAilar,  of  which  he  efpcci- 
ally  appointed  his  apqilles  to  be  witnefTes  to  mankind  ^  it  con- 
cerns the  chriftian  caufe  very, nearly,  that  the  evidence  of  this 
point  ihould  be  undeniable.  And  accordingly  it  is  obvioufly 
plain,  that  no  impodor  would  ever  have  appealed  to  a  method 
of  trying  his  pretenfions,  that  required  his  being  put  to  death 
before  it  could  decide  any  thing :  and  that  no  cnthufiaft  would 
ever  h.ve  conducted  himfelf  in  fo  calm  and  prudent  a  manner, 
and  tauglit  £0  rational  a  dodlrine,  as  our  Saviour  did.  It  is 
equally  plain,  that  his  followers  could  never  be  deceived,  and 
imagii^e  their  Mafter  alive  again  when  he  was  not.  They 
could  not  be  deceived  by  their  hopes  and  expe&ations :  for 
they  own,  tbey  difpaired  of  it  They  could  not  be  deceived 
fox  want  of  opportunities  to  find  out  the  truth  :  for  they  de- 
clare, that  he  appeared  a  great  number  of  times,  to  fcveral  of 
thera  fingly,  to  all  of  them  affembled,  once  to  the  number  of 
five  hundred,  by  day  as  well  as  by  ntght,  in  v^rj  diflfereot 
and  diilant  places,  fometimes  unexpeAedly,  fometimes  by  r.p- 
pointroent :    that   they  not  only  faw,  but  touched  and  handled 

^lim;   that  he  walked  and  con ver fed  ami '^-at- and  drank  with 

them  ;  that  he  gave  them  thefe  evidences  for  no  lefs  than  forty 

days  together ;  and  then  was  vifibly  taken  up  into  the  clouds 

'  .  '  ,  before 
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before  their  eyes.  If  now  it  be  poflible  for  fo  manj  perfons 
to  be  miftaken  in  all  this,  it  is  iropoilible  for  ^nj  one  to  be  ra« 
t'tonalljr  fure  of  any  thing. 

It  may  alfo  be  fhewn  further,  that  as  they  were  not  de . 
ceived     themfelvcs,   fo   neither   did    they    intend    to    deceive 
others  in  this  matter.     There  is  no   manner  of  reafon  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  they  would  have  done  it,  if  ihey  could.     Eor  fup-  ' 
pofing  them  to  think  he  ca#tie  from  God ;  they  might  well 
conclude  that  God  would  take  care  of  his  own  caufe,  and  did  not 
nced'iheir  turning  cheats  toferve  it.     And  fuppofing  they  now 
at  laft  thought  him  a  feduccT;    What  Could  thc;e  be,  either 
h<  ncftef,  or  wifcr,  or  more  likely,  for  them  to  do,  than  to  con- 
fefs  their  miftake ;  with  due  indignation  at  his  having  impofeJ 
on  them  fo  long,  and  drawn  them  into  fuch  great  inconveni- 
ences and  dangers?^  But  even  if  they  had  been  defirbus  to  have 
fct  up  ail  impofture:   they  had  evidently  neither  ikill  to  cour 
trive,  uor  courage  to  attempt,  nor  power  to  execuie.it.     Thty 
were  comparatively  but  a  handful  of  men  in  all :  and  they  had 
vcr7  lately  had  full  experience,   that  they  could  neither  truft 
one  another,  nor  themCelves  :  for  one  of  them  had  betrayed  his 
Mafter  ;  the  010ft  zealous  man  aniongd  them,  liad  denied  him, 
and  all  the  reft  had  forfaken  him.      The  whole  weight  of  au- 
thority, Jewtjb  and  jRowafff,  wasagainft  them,  careful  to  watcfi 
them,  and  (as  they  faw  by  the  example  before  their  eyes)  de- 
termined not  to  fpare  them,  if  they  went  on.     Then  as  for  the 
people;  they  had  never  oppofed  the  magillratcs   in  any  part 
of  this  afiair ;  they  had  furiov.ily  joined   with  them  in  the  laft 
part ;  and  there  was  not  the  Icaft  likelihood  now,  of  their  un- 
dertaking the  defence  of  a  few  unknown  and  mean  men,  who 
taught  a  i^ftem  of  doftrine  very  unwelcome  to  their  zealous 
fpirit^  ;  and  built  it  on  a  llrange  ftift,  utterly  contradictory  to 
tiieir  fettled   opinions.      For  as   they  had  no  notion,  that  the 
Meffiab  was  to* be  put  to  death  :  they  could  have  none* of  his 
t.iing  again.     Surely,  in  thcfe  circumftances,  if  his  difciples  had 
^cl"cd  on  worldly  motives,  their   point  muft  have  been  to  pro- 
vide for  their  own  fafety  by  flight  and  fUenoc :  and  thus,  for 
aught  that  r.ppears,  they  in-ght  hav£  been  v(?ry  fafe,      But  if 
they  refolved  to  pretend  a  refurrei^ion  j  their  very  firfl  flep  mud 
1^  tog€t  the  bi  '^  :»  o  their  power,  that  it  might  not  be  prodnc- 
•tdpgainft  them  .  .ino  »;    iiis,  guarded  as  it  ;\as,  they  mufl  cither 

have 
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have  peri&ed,  or  at  kaft  have  faUed.    Or  had  thej  fncceeded ; 
it  muft  have  been  notorious,  hj  what  means  they  had  fncceed- 
ed ;  and  thp  chief  priefts  would  have  bten  able  t»  give  the 
world  fome  better  account  of  the  matter,  than  that  abfurd  ooe 
of  the  foldiers,  affirming, .  (what  they  cpuM  not  know;  and 
durft  not  have  owned,  if  it  had  been  true)  that,  wbUtt  th«y 
^  flcpt.  his  foUowers  came  and  ftolp  him  away.     Or  couU  the/ 
poffibly  have  gone  thus  far  undifcovcred  :    flill,  what  profptd 
had  they  before  them,  by  carrying  on  the  fame  Scheme,  which 
their  Lord  had  done,  but  to  be  perfecutcd  and  put  to  death  as 
he  had  been  ?      They  were  perlecnted  accordingly  :  fome  of 
them  put  to  death  foon  }  the  reft,  iftcr  thev  had  been  harrsfiid 
many  years  t    yet  all  perfifted  in  their  teft'imony  to  tlie  end  cf 
their  hrti.     Now  men  will  too  commonly  renounce  what  they 
know  to  bs  true,  father  than  fuffer  for  it :  but  by  no  means 
thufe  to  fuffer,  in  this  manner,  for  what  they  khow  to  be  falfe. 
Or  however'unaccountably  obftinate  one  or  two  may,  by  great 
chance,  happen  to  be,  numbers  will  not  be  fo;  efpecially^ 
times,  and  places,  remote  from  each  other.     And  it  mull  hi 
-further  obfervcd,  that  not  only  thefe  perfons  Contihhed  uniform 
and  unmoveable  in  their  tcftimony,  but  they  none  of  them  N 
%xr  difgraced  it,  by  any  fort  of  vicious  or  intcrefted  bcbavioor. 
And,  though  nothing,  but  love  of  truthi  could  induce  men  to 
join  with  them  J  and  there  was  every  poffible  motive  befidesf 
agamft  ,t :   yet  multitudes  of  all  ranks  in  all  nations  did  join 
with  them,  did  fuffer  with  them  ;    did  atteft  their  perfbrmbf 
•the  fame  miracles  with  their  mafter.  and  ena"l)ling  others  to 
perform  tliem:  and  thus  they  went  on,  till,  with  no  other 
weapons,  they  and  their  fucceffors  conquered  the  world. 

All  thefe  things  have  been  frequently  and  fuUy  proved ;  few 
of  them  denied,  no  folid  reafon  alledged  for  denying  anr  of 
them :  only  fmall  cavils  and  difficulties  have  be'en  raifed,  her. 
and  there:  amongft  which,  one  that  appears  perhaps  the  moft 
confiderable,  IS  grounded  on  what  St.  P,/^  mentions  in  the 
text,  cf  his  own  accord,  that  our  Saviour  after  his  refuncfiion 
appeared  «o//o«///^.^,o//.,  but  to  witn^.s  chofen  btfor,  pf 
God.  Upon  this  ^it  hath  been  argued,  that  feJefling  only  , 
few  perfons,  and  all  thofe  out  of  hie  own  party,  to  be  his  wit. 
neffes,  mftcad  of  permuting  every  one  to  fee  him  that  would. 
was  a  very  fufpicions  method  :   that  he  ought  to  have  Ihew. 

hinifeU 
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himfclf  to  all  the  people,  for  they  were  all  concerned  In  the 
matfcr ; '  at  icaft  to  s|U  the  rulers  :  for,  if  he  had  convinc^ 
them;  the  tcftinaonj  of  perfons,  who'  had  been  fo  much  his 
enemies,  and  were  of  fuch  weight  and  credit,  would  have  fa- 
tisfied  the  whole  nation,  and  of  confequcnce  the  whole  world. 
This  objeaion,  which  may  po(fibly  fomctiraes  perpkx  believers. 
23  well  as  afford  a  handle  for  profane  talk  to  unbelievers,  I 
ihalt  make  it  my  |*.cfent  bufinefs  to  anfwer. 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  it  miifreprefcnts  the  faft.     There  i* 
neither  the  leaft  proof,  nor  the  leaft  probability,   that  any  one, 
who  de^red  to  fee  our  Saviour  after  his  refurreftion,  was  re- 
fufcd  it.     The  apoftles  were  chofcn,  not  to  be  the  only  perfjns^ 
that  ihould   fee  him  ;  fsfr  from  it:  but  to  be  the  chief  perfons, 
that  ihould  go  through  the  world,  to  tfiftiff  they  had  feen  him  ; 
and  to   inllru^  and  fuperintend  thofe,  who  Ihould  believe  on 
him.     They  were  of  his  party  indeed.     But  ^hat  could  make 
them  fo  ?  Nothing,  but  his  dodrine  and  miracles  firft  r  and  his 
refurreftion  afiptwards.     For,  though  even  whilft  he  lay  dead, 
they  honoured  him  ;    yet  their  faith   in  him,  as  the  Mejfiah^ 
was  alaioft  dead  too,  till  they  faw  him  alive  again.     If  ever  io 
^any  more  had  feen  him,  and  been  convinced  by  it ;  muft 
pot  they  have  become  of  his  oarty  alfo?    and  would  that  have 
deftroyed  their  evidence?    If  it  would,  he  could  not  poflibly 
have  any  evidence,  though  he  had  appealed  and  convinced  the 
rulers  and   the  whole  city.      And  if  it  would  not,  why  were 
not  the  apoft'es,  and  other  firft  chriftians,  good  evidence  ?  For 
aught  wc  know,  many  of  the  five  hundred,   to  whom  he  ap-y 
peared  at  once,  ntight  be  coavinced   by  that  appearance,  and 
pot  before.     But  however  that  be,  if  an  atteflation  of  five  hun- 
dred perfonsj-ora  much  lefs  number  to  any  faft,  be  not  enough,,^ 
no  Ttuniber  can  be.     For  if  fo  many  can,  every  one  of  them, 
<J;thcr   be  deceived,   or  combine   to  deceive  others ;    ever  fo 
many  ipor^  qiny  s^lfo :    and  then  there  is  an  end  of  human  tef- 
timony.     Therefore,  in  all  cafes,  a  competent  quantity  of  wir- 
r.cflfes  to  any  Aftion,  or  writing,  is  deemed  fufucient ;  and  pro- 
curing as  many,   as  could   poffibly  be  got,   is  never  required. 
This  indeed  was  a  cafe  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.     And 
1  hope  you  have  fpen,  there  was  proof  of  it  to  a  very  extraor- 
dinary degree:   (ucbprqo^  that,  had  this  one  circumftance,  oC 
ottr  Saviour's  not  ^ftjtpc^iriag  to  all  the  people,  bcei^  ever  fo  un- 
"  wrpoun  table ;   nay, ,  bad  .there  been  many  other  ft  range  ones 
.J  /  '  bcfidesi 
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bejGdes;  the  dircfl  pofiHve  evidence  -would  have  greatly  ont- 
weighed  whatever  fufpicions  could  be  raifed  from  them,  with 
anj  pretence  of  reafon  :  and  to  more  than  fufpicions  ihejcouki 
not  amount. 

jGod  indeed  could  have  given,  no  doubt,  yet  ilrorger  y.A. 
than  we  have.  B^t  is  he  obliged  to  give  on  all  occaliir...  .,r 
any,  the  ftrongeft  he  can  ?  Doth  he  giveUw  fuch,  in  the  raoft 
important  affaiiS  of  common  life?  Doth  he  give  us  fuch,  ot 
his  own  exiilence?  And  are  we,  for  want  of  it,  neither  to  be- 
lieve any  thing,  nor  act  any  way,  in  refpcft  of  this  world  or 
another  ?  Can  God  be  bound  lo  gratify  the  fancifulncfe,  ih? 
indoJencc,  the  cbftinacy  of  his  creatures,  fo  as  to  afFordthcn 
^  Hill  more  and  more  evidence,  the  more  incon&derate  and  pcf- 
verfc  they  are  ?  Or  are  not  we  bound,  humbly  to  fcek,  ihank- 
fully  to  receive,  and  carefuNy  to  ufe,  what  he  doth  afford  u$^ 
We  may  think  indeed,  that  it  had  been  greater  goodnefs  to  af- 
ford us  further  proofs  yet :  and  fo  we  may  think  it  would, 
for  God  to  have  done  a  multitude  of  other  things,  whkh  jet 
he  hath  not  do«ie  r  for  inllancc,  to  have  made  us  happy,  wi(b» 
out  putting  us  to  any  trial  of  our  behaviour :  yet  this  world  ii 
plainly  a  ftatc  of  trial,  'itj  which  ou^r  prcfcnt  and  future  good, 
or  evil,  depends  en  our  cnndu£l.  And  why  may  not  owrfair* 
r\ti6  in  receiving  evidence  be  one  thing  tried,  as  well  &s  our 
obedience,  in  adling  fuitably  to  it,  another?  N»w  the  higl>*ft 
pofllble  degree  of  evidence  leaves  no  room  almoil  for  this  trial. 
And  therefore  what  our  Saviour  faid  to  St.  Tiomas,  was  per- 
f-cily  juft  :  Becauf^  thou  ha  ft  fe  en  «»#,  thou  haft  belie^jtdx  hUf- 
fv'd  are  they ^  that  have  not  feent  and  yet  have  believed*.  That 
fituatlon  gives  an  opportunity  for  honell  and  candid  minds,  tc 
fiicw  thefnTclvcs  fuch,  and  be  rewarded  for  it  And  if  itc^Mb 
lead  captious  and  unfair  ones  to  ibew  themfelves  too,  audba 
punilhed  ;  how  have  they  dtferved  better? 

But  p-irticubrly,  how  had  the  Jews  deferved  more,  orl» 
nruch,  proof,  of  our  Saviour's  miflion,  as  he  had,  before  ti> 
refarrcclion,  vouchfafed  them  ?  They  had  fecn  innutncrab.« 
miracle*  of  various  kinds,  performed  by  him  :  they  had  fees 
f J veral  miracles  of  this  very  kind.  Still,  they  had  not  ouljf 
refafed  to  acknowledge  him,  but  deliberately  rejcftcd,  coa- 
^raned,  and  put  him  to  death.  Where  th^n  w;is  their  claia* 
^  t« 

•  Joho  XX.  %% 


Sek.  LXIX.  7%e  Evidence  of  the  Re/urre6iion  ofCbrifi.       329 

to  furtber  favours?  If  he  had  forbidden  his  apoftles  to  men- 
tion hi^  refurredion  to  them ;  and  direded  them  to  preach  the 
gofpcl  only  to  the  Gentiles ;  had  it  been  unjuft?  But  inftcad 
of  this,  he  gave  them,  notwithftanding,  the  firft  knowledge  of 
it,,  with  the  fame  evidence  for  it,  that  he  gave  the  reft  of  man-  < 
kind^  And  he  had  plainly  foretold,  that  he  would  give  them 
no  more :  that  his  difciples  lliould  fee  him  after  his  dcatl?, 
and  they  fliould  not*.  For  indeed  his  commiffion,  fo  far  as  it 
related  peculiarly  to  inilru&ing  theni,  was  now  at  an  end. 
The  believing  Jews  were  to  make  part  of  his  church,,  ia 
comnxon  with  the  Gentiles.  The  unbelieving  ones  he  had  no 
further  efpecial  concern  with,  than  to  infliA  on  them,  unlefs 
they  repented,  that  puni(hment,  which  God  had  decreed.  And 
on  what  foundation,  after  this,  could  they  be  intitled  to  his 
appearing  ainongfl  them  ?  Every  nation^  every  perfon  upon 
earth,  ever  fince,  hath  had^  and  fiill  hath,  full  as  good  a  title, 
and  a  better,  to  expe£t  his  appearing  to  them  alfo.  For  if  it 
were  neceiTary,  in  order  to  give  the  Jews  fufficient  evidence : 
it  is  neceiTary,  in  order  to  give  it  us.  And  if  they  might  rea- 
fonably  hope  for  it  as  matter  of  favour,  why  not  we  likewife, 
who  live  fo  long  after,  and,  I  hope,  have  nbt  deferved  quite 
foill? 

This  objection  therefore  proves  a  great  deal  too  much,  and 
for  that  reafon  proves  nothing  ;  even  fuppofing,  that  our  Sa- 
viour's public  appearance,  after  his  death,  would  have  had 
fuch  happy  effefts,  as  fome  have  pretended.  But  indeed  the 
ceafeqacnces  of  this,  which  God  alone  can  know  perfedly, 
(and  therefore  it  might  become  us  to  acquiefce  in  his  judge- 
ment) have  certainly  been  confidered  very  imperfedlly  by  thefe 
objedors.  For  if  our  bleiTed  Lord  had  appeared,  either  to  all 
the  people,  or  to, all  the  ,rulers  of  the.  people,  what  is  it  likely 
would  have  followed  ? 

If  to  all  the  people :  many  of  them,  to  be  fure,  had  never 
feen  him  before  his  refurredion  :  and  therefore  could  have  no 
<5onviAion  of  it  from  feeing  him  after.  Many  had  feen  him 
but  tranfiently  in  a  crowd  :  fome  only  when  he  was  disfigured 
^ith  ilUufage,  and  (looping  under  his  crofs  :  probably  not  a 
fecir  had  miftaken  for  him  the  perfon,  that  carried  it  part  of 
the  way  in  his  ftcad.     Even  when  he  was  fixed  upon  it,  and 

yoi..  If.  T  t  lifts^ 

•  Malth.  xxtii.  3^.    John  xir.  ij. 


y 


333       72>ir  Evidence  of  the  RefurreBion  ofChrifi.  Sek.  LXIX. 

lifted  up ;  dillancc  would  hinder  fome,  ?.nd  the  change  of  fea- 
tares,  bj  agonies  and  death,  would  hinder  others,  from  knov. 
ing  him  again  with  anj  certainty.  Ju(l  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
blind  man;  one  part  would  have  faid,  it  is  he ;  another,  heii 
like  him* :  but  a  third  perhaps  quite  the  contrary.  £?crj 
one  would  have  fpoken,  as  their  fancy  or  prejudices  led  them : 
his  enemies  would  have  magnified  and  triumphed  in  the  ditfcr. 
cnce  of  perfuafions  :  and  no  certain  judgment  could  ever  hvkc 
been  formed,  unlefs  the  many,  wlio  knew  but  little  of  hini, 
had  fubmitted  their  opinions  to  the  few,  in  comparifca,  that 
knew  him  well :  which  poflibly  they  would  not.  But  if  tliej 
had,  this  would  have  amounted  to  very  little  more,  thao  be- 
lieving the  teilimony  of  others,  without  feeing  him  themftWrs 
at  all.  And  whether  the  number,  then  prefent  at  yeryfalm^ 
of  fach  as  were  perfonally  acquainted  with  him,  might  be 
greater,  or  lefs,  than  the  five  hundred,  whom  he  appeared  to 
at  once,  we  cannot  know.  But  were  it  much  greater ;  flill 
fuppofe  only,  what  is  very  fuppofable,  that  fome  of  thefe  bzd 
been  induced,  either  then  or  afterwards,  by  promifes,  or  thrrst- 
enings,  or  puniihrncmts,  to  deny  it  was  he  ;  what  perpkzitifs 
pnuft  that  have  raifed  ?  And  how  much  wifer  was  the  bk- 
thod,  which  God  took,  of  {hewing  him  to  fuch  alone,  as  koev 
him  thoroughly,  and  he  farefaw  would  tedify  their  koowle<!ge 
with  uprightnefs  and  coaftancy  ? 

If  then,  to  avoid  this  endlefs  contradidion,  he  had  appeared 
to  the  chief  prieAs  and  elders  only ;  ilill,  feveral  of  them,  in 
all  likelihood,  cither  knew  him  not,  or  but  imperfeftly.  Ai«l 
had  they  all  known  him  ever  fo  well :  it  is  far  from  certain, 
that,  on  feeing  htm,  they  would  have  believed  in  him*  after 
what  they  had  feen,  without  believing  in  him.  Amoagfi  o- 
ther  things,  they  feveral  of  them  faw  Ztmarus  rife,  and  moce 
had  opportunities  of  convei^ng  with  him  after  he  was  rifen. 
Yet  they  did  not  believe  in  Je/us  for  that.  They  might  have 
nfcribed  this  miracle,  as  well  as  others,  to  Beeizehub :  or,  ss 
their  fucceiTors,  down  to  this  day,  abfurdly  afcribe  all  of  then 
to  pretended  magic  arts.  They  muft  indeed  have  been  coi- 
vinced,  that,  by  fome  means  or  other,  he  was  rifen  ;  but  ibat 
would  have  made  them  no  witncfics  for  him.     It"  appears  bj 

their 
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their  whole  conduft,  that  they  were  convinced  of  it,  without 
feeing  him.  Not  only  their  bribing  the  foldiers ;  but  their 
leaving,  his  difciples  unmolcfted  at  firft ;  their  bearing  fo  quiet- 
ly all  their  boldnefs  of  fpeech  for  forae  time  afterwards  ;  their 
fuffering  Gamaliel  to  exprefs  his  doubts,  whether  this  matter 
were  not  of  God  j  their  following  in  part  his  advice,  to  let 
them  alon«,  which  was  f bunded  on  thofe  doubts  j  inftead  of 
profecuting  them  to  the  utmoft,  as  impoflors  :  in  fliort,  their 
whole  hiftory^  in  the  beginning  of  the  yiBs  ;  and  particularly 
fcveral  things  in  it,  which  St.  Luki  doth  not  feem  once  to  have 
thought  of  applying  to  this  purpofe,  evidently  fhcw,  that  the 
Jewilh  rulers  well  knew,  a  ftria  inquiry  would  not  ferve  their 
turn ;  and  therefore  tried,  as  long  as  they  could,  to  llifle  and 
conceal  *hat  had  happened,  in  hopes  it  would  gradually  be 
forgotten.  Undoubtedly  their  wifer  way  had  been,  to  have 
owned  the  truth,  and  yielded  to  it.  But  they  were  too  wick- 
ed to  be  wife :  and  fo  contrived  only  to  be  cunnmg.  Our  Sa- 
viour had  declared  in  ftrong  terms  againft  them :  they  had 
proceeded  to  the  laft  extremities  againft  him.  Therefore,  be- 
fides  their  fpeculative  prejudices  ;  if  he  prevailed,  all  their  au- 
thority, they  faw,  was  utterly  gone  ;  and  their  perfons,  they 
probably  imagined,  were  not  fafe.  So  that,  hardened  as  they 
were,  and  perfuaded  it  was  too  late  to  retreat ;  laying  new  evi- 
dence before  them. would  only  have  increafed  their  guilt  in  re- 
fifting  it :  they  would  have  believed  nothing  they  could  help ; 
they  would  have  acknowledged  nothing  at  all ;  but,  if  need 
had  required,  averred  the  dircft  contrary  to  what  their  own 
eyes  had  beheld.  Probably  indeed  they  were  not  all  profli- 
gate alike:  fome  of  them  would  have  fubmitred  to  our  Savi- 
our, if  they  had  feen  him :  but  how  do  we  know,  that  the 
fame  perfons  did  not,  upon  the  teftimony  of  others  feeing  him  ? 
For  they,  whom  any  proof  w6uld  convince,  might  very  well 
be  convinced  by  fuch  proof,  as  that  was  :  and  we  are  exprefs- 
ly  told,  that  a  great  company  of  the  priefu  were  obedient  to  the 
'  faith*  I  whofe  conviaion,and  that  of  thoufands  more,  at  Jeru^ 
/a&witfelf,  fo  very  foon  after,  againft*  their  former  deep-rooted 
perfuafion,  and  piefent  intereft,  is  a  ftrong  confirmation  of  the 
taa  aflerted  by  thofe,  who  were  witneffes  :  and,  on  the  whole 
felTc!'''  ^^"  ^'  fatisfaaory,  as  if  they  had  been  witneffes  themi' 

Tta  But 
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But  fuppofing  that>our  Saviour's  appearance  to  them  would 
have  converted  all  the  rulers  :  undoubtedly  this  would  have 
had  a  great,  perhaps  a  general  effect,  in  tha^oue  nation.  Bat 
every  nation,  and  every  fucceeding  age,  was  concerned  equallj 
in  this  matter  :  and  what  effeft  would  it  have  had  upon  them? 
The  Romans  firll,  would  have  confidered  it  as  a  Jewiftf  fraud, 
concerted  amongfl  t&emfc4ves,  to  raife  the  credit  of  their  owa 
religion ;  and  no  more  have  regarded  the  miracles  of  the  a- 
poftles  amongft  their  countrymen,  in  thefe  circumftance$,4ban 
we  do  thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome,  pretended  to  be  wrought, 
whe/e  every  one  is  either  unwilling,  or  afraid,  to  dete&  them. 
The  infidels  of  later  days,  who  believe  nothing  of  the  other 
miracles  wliich  the  Jews  believe,  would  they  have  believed 
this,  merely  becauXe  the  Jews  believed  it  ?  Since  they  cannot 
even  now  refrain  from  afcribing  our  religion  to  policy  ind 
pricft-craft,  though  all  the  Jewilh  politicians  and  pricfts  were 
zealous  agaJnd  it  to  the  utmoft  ;  what  would  they  have  faid, 
if  both  had  been  for  it,  on  feeing  Chrift  after  his  refutxeftion? 
Undoubtedly,  that  they  had  feigned  a  difficulty  of  being 
brought  over  into  what  they  had,  in  truth,  originally  contriv- 
ed ;  and,  by  their  art  and  authority,  prevented  tho^  difcovcries^ 
that  elfe  might  have  been  made ;  or  hu(hed  up  thofe,  that 
actually  were* made. 

Nor  would  even  this  have  been  the  worft  confeqtience  yet. 
Had  both  the  rulers,  and  the  people  received  him  as  the  Mef- 
fiab,  on  the  evidence  of  his  appearing  a  fecond  time  alive:  ftiU 
they  would  have  received  him,  according  to  their  own  falfe  no- 
tion of  the  rvleuiah,  as  a  temporal  prince  ;"and  been  immediately 
up  in  arms  to  fet  him  on  the  throne,  whether  he  would  or 
not.  For  wlien  he  had  performed  but  one  miracle  that  took 
with  them  :  he  found  they  were  refolved  inftanlly  to  mate  bio 
king  hy  force*;  and  he  avoided  it  only  by  cfcaping  from  then). 
He  might  indeed,-  when  he  was  rifen  again,  have  plainly  told 
them  all  their  miftake:  but  they  would  either  have  rcjeftcd 
him  once  more  upon  it ,  (and  then,  to  what  purpofe  had  they 
feen  him  ? j  or  they  would  have  thought  he  meant  fomething 
different  from  what  he  feemed  to  fay  j  as  the  difciples  did, 
when  he  very  plainly  foretold  his  own  death.  Even  them  he 
could  never  fet  thoroughly  right  in  the  article  of  his  kingdonif  ^ 
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long  as  he  remained  on,  earth :  much  lefs  the  people.  They 
were  uneafj  under  their  new  matters :  they  expcfted  a  dcli- 
ve|«r :  their  expedations  were  juft  then  at  the  height :  and 
had  he  (hewnhimfelf  amongft  them,  and  been  acknowledged  by 
them ;  what  could  liave  retrained  them,  but  fuch  a  power,  as 
God  never  exercifes  over  the  wills  of  men ;  for  it  would  de£- 
fbroy  their,  freedom,  and  alter  the  whole  conftitution  of  the 
moral  world  ?  Therefore,  inftead  of  appearing  to  all  the  people^ 
he  did  not  let  his  difciples  preach  him  to  any  of  the  people, 
from  his  refurrefiion  till  after  his  afcenfion :  for  had  the  body 
of  them  been  told,  and  believed,  that  the  Mefllah  was  rifen, 
and  ftill  amongft  them  ;  of  courfe  they  would  have  been  eager 
in  feeking  him  ;  and  what  rumours  and  tumults  would  this 
have  raifed,  and  what  muft  have  been  the  confequences } 
After  this,  if  he  had  left  them,  and  afcended  into  heaven, 
the  remedy  had  come  too  late:  the  ferment  would,  have 
oontintied  j  and  it  is  impoiEble  to  know,  to  wliac  height  it 
might  have  rifen. 

But  had  the  Jews  been  ever  fo  quiet ;  ever  fo  much  convin* 
ced  by  our  Saviour,  that  they  ought' to, remain  quiet:  yet,  when' 
once  the  Romans^  who  muft  know  their  former  notions  of  tha 
'MeJJiahy  came  to  underftand,  that  they  all  agreed  that  he  was 
at  laft  come  ;  they  would  never  have  believed  this  calm  to  be 
any  thing,  but  an  artifice,  to  lull  them  afleep,  till  matters  were 
ripe  for  a  general  infurre£lion.  They  would  therefore  have 
feized  on  the  leading  men  immediately,  called  in  their  forces 
from  the  countries  round,  and  required  the  whole  nation  to 
renounce  their  new  king.  Had  they  fnbmitted  to  this,  there 
had  been  an  end  of  chriftianity  *amongft  them.  Had  they 
refifted,  as  in  all  probability  they  would :  upon  the  Romans 
prevailing,  what  the  chief  priefts  apprehended  had  certainly 
come  to  pafs  ;  they  would  have  taken  avoay  their  place  and  na^ 
tion'^^  and  the  whole  would  have  been  charged  on  the  doftrine 
of  Chrift.  If  the  Jews  had  prevailed  ;  they  would  have  im- 
agined their  fuccefs  a  full  proof,  that  the  MciTiah  was  yet  vir- 
tually, though  not  corporally,  amongft  them ;  and  proceeded 
.  to  extend  his  dominion  as  wide  as  they  could;  under  which 
circumftances,  the  gofpel,  in  a  manner  abfolutely  contrary  to 
its  nature  and  genius,  muft  have  owed  its  progrefs,  if  it  made 
any,  to  force,  not  perfuafion;    and  fo  have  been  liable  to  the 
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fame  unanfwerable  objeaion,  tb^t  tbe  rdigioo  of  Makmei 
is  now. 

Or  lafllj,  fuppofing  what  is  in  tbe  bigheft  degree  uslS^ely,  that 
neither  tbe  Jews  had  rebelled,  oor  the  Romans  fofpeScd  them, 
but  both  had  been  made  fach  as  thej  anght,  bj  a  poblic  ap- 
pearance of  our  Saviour  after  his  refurreftioo:    undoobtedlj 
this  had  been  very  happy  for  that  age,  and  perhaps  the  next 
too:    bat  what  had  been  tbe  cafe  of  diftant  ages ?   We,  that 
live  in  the  latter  days  fhould,  by  thefe  meanSi  have  loft  intiTelj 
all  that  ilrong  and  neceffary  evidence,  for  the  truth  of  his  mira- 
cles and  hi(lory»  which  arifes  now  from  the  impoffibilky  of  hu 
primitive  difciples  having  any  motive  to  deceive  men,  in  teach- 
ing a  do&rine,  for  which  they  fofTered,  fo  patiently  and  cbeerfcl^ 
]y,  perfecutionand  death.  Chriftianity  would  theti,  ia  all  likeli- 
hood, have  been  confidered  as  a  fuperftru£hireof  J(oi9M»v  policy, 
,credlcd,  by  an  artful  emperor,  on  a  piece  of  Jcwifli  enthufiafm, 
which  he  found  very  commodious  for  bringing  the  world  into 
good  order;  pariiculiirly  into  quiet  fubjeftion  to  its  new  maf- 
ter.     And  the  mecknefs   of  fpirit,  which  otir  ireligion  enjoms, 
and  the  great  ftrefs  it  lays  on  obedience  to  the  civil  magiftrate,' 
would  have  been  thought  a  demonftration,  tliat  this,  and  no- 
thing elfe,  was  the  real  truth.     So  that  the  whole  would  have 
feemed  by  this  method  a  contrivance  of  man :  whereas  now  it 
appears  plainly  the  work  of  God ;    affording  reafonable  evi- 
dence to   good  minds ;  preventing  the  harm,   that  muft  have 
followed,  if  bad  ones,  continuing  fuch,  had  joined  with  them  ; 
and  turning  that  oppofition,  both  of  Jews  and  heathens,  which 
threatened  the  ruin  of  the  gofpel,  into  a  proof  of  its  truth,  thzc 
will  fupport  it  for  ever. 

Thefc  confiderations  are'furely  fufficient  to  remove  any 
doubts  of  ferious  and  humble  minds  on  this  head  :  to  convince 
objeftors,  that  they  do  not  always  fee  to  the  boirom  of  what 
they  venture  to  talk  about  very  freely  :  and  to  make  it  prob- 
able, that,  in  other  points,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  when  they 
come  to  be  thoroughly  examined,  the  fooli/bnefs  of  God  m'JX 
always  be  found  wifer  than  men*:  which  good  purpofes  may 
furely  juftify  dwelling,  now  and  then,  fomewhat  largely  on  a 
fttbje^t  of  lefs  general  and  praAical  ufe.  It  is  true,  the  bad 
ccnfecjuenccs,  that  might  have  attended  our  Saviour's  public  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  after  his  death,  are  feveral  of  them  only  conje6tural : 
but  the  good  ones,  imagined  likely  to  flow  from  it»  are  fo  too: 
aiid  ftronger  conjedures  are  very  juftly  oppofed  to  weaker. 
Nay  were  any,  or  ever  fo  many,  of  the  reafons,  allcdgcd  for  his 
conduft  in  this  refpeA,  of  no  weight  at  all :  yet  who  knows, 
what  others  there  may  dill  remain  in  the  endlefs  treafufes  of 
the  divine  wifdom,  to  be  difcovered  hereafter?  And  what  hath 
fo  fallible  and  ihort-fighted  a  creature,  as  man,  to  do ;  but 
thankfully  to  receive  whatever  knowledge,  be  it  more  or  lefs 
perfeft,  his  Maker  Ihall  vouchfafe  to  givQ  him  j  and  apply 
himfclf  with  the  tltmod  care,  to  rftt  fuitably  to  what  he  undcr- 
ilaadsj  inftead  of  raifing  objeftions  and  cavils,  out  of  every 
particular,  that  he  is  ignorant  of?  For  the  Jecret  things  belong 
unto  the  Lord  our  God:  but  thofe  things^  which  are  re'vealed^ 
belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children  for  ever  ;  that  we  may  do 
all  the  words  of  this  law^.    . 

Let  us  all  therefore  learn,  not  only  to  believe  firmly  in  fpe- 
eulation,  that  our  Saviour  is  rifen  again,  but  in  t\vt  faith  of 
his  refurre£tion  to  prepare  for  our  own  :  earneflly  prayirg 
God,  to  raife  us  from  the  death  offn  fo  the  life  of  right  eouf" 
nefs  ;  and  diligently  feekiiig  thofe  things  which  are  above,  where 
Chrift  Jittetb  at  the  right  hand  pf  God  i  that^  when  he  pall 
appear,  we  alfo  may  appear  with  him  in  glory\.  After  his 
crucifixion  he  appeared  on  earth  only  to  a  few :  biit  the  day  is 
approaching,  when,  behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every 
eye  Jhall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which  pierced  him  :  and  all 
kindreds  of  the  earth,  that  rejefted  or  d  if  obeyed  him,  fj  all  wail 
becaufi  ofhimX  :  and  Jhall  he  punifhed  with  everlajling  dejlruc- 
tion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his 
power  ^  when  he  Jhall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  to 
be  adttdred  in  all  them  that  believed  the  tefiimony  of  him  in 
that  day].  For  the  Lord  fhall  defend  frovi  heaven  with  a 
Jhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch  ■» angel  and  with  the  trump 
ofG^di  atid  the  dead  in  Chrifl  fball  rife firfl  \  and  they  which 
are  alive  and  remain  Jhall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in 
the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air^  and  fo  Jhall  we  be  evex 
ivith  the  Lord^. 
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t^oiv  then  ive  are  amhajfadors  for  Chrijl^  as  tbl^gh  Cod  dii 
hejeech  you  hy  us  ;  we  pray  you  in  Chrift s  Jlead^  h^  y^  reco%» 
ciled  to  God. 

•T*HE  minifters  of  the  gofpcl  ought  ever  to  have  in  ihcir 
"^  minds  the  end  of  their  ofiicc,  that  they  may  diligently  ufc 
the  right  means  to  attain  it ;  and  the  people  under  ou^care  fiioal4 
be  no  lefs  attenti^'e  to  it,  in  order  to  receive,  by  co-opcratirg 
faithfully  with  us,  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  them 
through  our  hands.  Now  the  nature  of  our  commiflion  is  ftt 
/orth  in  the.  text :  white  you  have 

J.  The  charafter,  in  which  we  aQ,  amhajfadors  Jhr  Chriji. 

II.  The  errand,  on  which  we  are  fcnt,  \o  pray  men  that  ihcjr 
would  be  reconciled  to  God, 

I.  Our  charafter  n  that  of  amhajfadors  for  C&r^,  which 
means  inftead  ©/"Chrift,  as  the  fame  word  ia  tranflated  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  verfc.  God  fent  his  Son  into  the  worldi  as 
the  meffenger  of  his  coveneint ;  the  pcrfon,  by  whom  he  notified 
his  gracious  promifes,  and  the  conditions  of  them,  to  mankind. 
When  he  ceafed  to  i;iftruft  them  perfpnally,  his  words  to  his 
r.poftles  were,  as  the  Father  hath  fent  me^  even  fofend  I  you^* 
Nor  did  he  fend  the  twelve  only,  but  gave  to  his  church  other 
pallors  and  teachers  alfo,yor  the  v:ork  of  the  miniftry^ forth 
edifying  of  his  hody^  till  we  all  come  unto  perftB  men  in  Cbrifi\i 
■  and  prom i  fed  to  be  with  them  alway^  even  unto  the  end  of  tit 
^'orldt'     Such  therefore  the  apoftles  appointed  in  every  dtj; 

deputed 
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deputed  them  to  miorh  the  wftrJk  of  the  Lord^  as  they  themf elves 
jiid*  ;  directed  fome  of  th<:ft:  lo  app^^lnt  others  t,  ab  feeders  of 
tH  flock ^  under  Chrifl  the  chief  JhcphcrdX\  requiied  them  u> 
txhott  and  rehukc  with  all  authority  ^^  and  cc^mmanded  dirif- 
tiaas  tofuhmt  to  them^  as  watchmen  over  theirfjuls^  who  mujl 
give  account  If. 

Qod  forbid,  chat  joa  Ih'>uld  have  caufe  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
4iighe(l  of  thvfe  xiUims.  Thefimc  fciipture  on  wl>ich  ihej  are 
founded,  guards  agaiiifl  it  fufliciciitly.  Ao  to  temporal  mai- 
lers :  our  Saviour's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  |j  ,  nor  have 
his  miniiiers,  as  fuch,  any  peculiar  right  to  interfere  in  the 
affairs  of  it.  "The  Zo/-^* indeed  hnth  orduined^  that  s^they  who 
preach  the  gofpel^  Jheuld  live  of  the  gofpel**,  liut  what  pro- 
vifiou  fliould  be  made  for  that  purpole,  he  hath  left  Iiitlrely  to 
the  confciencc  and  the  prutlence  of  men.  Our  authority  of  de- 
manding even  a  maintenance  from  the  unwilling,  and  certain- 
ly then  the  further  privileg-js  that  any  of  us  eujoy.,  are  derived 
folely  from  the  voluntary  gift  of  the  civil  powver.  And  as  to 
fpiritual  concerns  :  the  very  apoftks  were  bound  to  teach  only 
what  their  maftcf  commanded.  And  they  indeed  could iiot 
millake  any  part  of  it  >  but  we  may  ;  snd  therefore  you  are 
•  not  obliged  to  bcjlieve  implicitly  what  we  aflirm.  S;>  far  ^W 
as  p^rfons  are  fenfible,  that  they  cannot  determine  /or  the4ii- 
tJves,  they  fliould  folio  .v  their  cftablifliud  guiJcG,  if  they  havj 
rcafon  to  think  ^hem  Ik^lful  and  lioneft-  But  to  all  others  wo  . 
apply  as  St.  Paw/ did  :  I  ffeak  as  to  'i^ife  ni:n  :  judge  ye  Vc^h^t 
IfuyW. 

Whatever  appears  true  to  any  man  by  Lis  own  reafon^  or  to 
aay  clirlllian  by  the  word  of  God,  he  ought  to  oufuve,  thoii^li 
Jio  ouc  remind  him  of  it.  Aildwharsvor  any  o;ic  clfc  prov»tl 
u  hi.n,  though  abfolatcly  unauthorif-d,  he  is  bound  to  adnijt. 
But  when  God  himfdf,  knO'.ving  man's  UL-ed  and  yet  unwijl- 
ingiicfs  to  be  taught,  hath  cxpredy  ordaiacJ  a  fucccflion  of  pjr- 
funs  to  execute  thnt  employment  •  if  either  we  negle^i  to  givc\  . 
ur  you  to  receive  inflru(9:ion,  it  is  a  higUiy  aggravated  con- 
tempt of  his  authority,  and  of  his  mercy.  l^Ve  huve  iuwleed  thii 
treafure  in  earthen  VfJJlls  XX  *  ^"^l  ^^^  often  aJd  Has  to  our  lu- 
VoL.  II.  .     U  u  firmitics, 
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firmitles,  bj  Tvhick  we  dilhonour  him  wc  reprefent,  and  iliall 
bring  down  fevdre  punifliment  on  our  own  heads.  Butflill,as 
in  temporal  focieties,  officers,  though  bad  and  unfit  men,  muft 
be  dulj  ob^jedy  as  far  as  their  commiiBon  extends,  in  refped 
td  the  fapreme  power,  vnder  which  they  aft ;  fo  in  the  fpirimal 
one  of  the  church,  when  you  hear  the  truths  of  religion  from 
the  worft  of  us  all,  you  are  to  receive  -  them  as  the  word  of 
God,  for  fuch  indeed  they  are,  not  as  the  word  of  men.  And 
a  meflage  from  him  deferves  the  utmofi  honour ;  let  them,  who 
bring  it,  deferve  what"  they  will. 

Are  you  then,  careful  to  regard  what  we  fay  the  more,  if 
there  be  reafon  to  think  well  of  us  ;  but  as  little  prejudiced  a* 
gainft  it  as  poffible,  if  there  be  not :  or  do  you  flight  the  com- 
xnands  of  your  Maker,  when  they  come  by  a  perfon  whom  you 
do  not  efteem,  or  barely  do  not  like  ?  But  if  you  like  him  c?et 
fo  welly  attend  on  him  ever  fo  conftantly,  applaud  him  ever  (b 
highly,  and  fiop  there ;  ^you  have  done  nothing.  Ytiz  not  en- 
tertainment, it  is  ibe  law^  that  you  are  to  feek  vt.  its  mouth : 
for  he  is  ibe  mejfenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hqfts  *•  You  are  to  look 
beyond  us,  to  the  end  of  our  million  :  not  to  pay  us  any  fuch 
deference,  even  for.  that,  as  may  endanger  our  humility,  leffea 
our  ufefulnefs,  and  pervert  us  into  inftruments  of  harm  inftcad 
of  good  ;  but  only  to  excite  in  jour  minds,  from  a  due  venera- 
tion of  him  who  fends  us,  a  due  attention  to  what  the  text 
mentions. 

II.  The  errand  he  fends  us  upon.  Were^that  merely  to 
notify  a  do^rine  ever  fo  grange,  fliort  of  palpable  absurdity,  a 
conuhand  ever  fo  difficult,  a  ,threatning  ever  fo  fevere,  jou 
would  be  bound  to  receivejit,  on  the  authority  of  proper  cre- 
dentials, with  the  moft  fubmiffive  reverence.  But  what  is  the 
meflage;  *that  his  minjfters  bring  you  from  him  ?  Be  ye  recott* 
died  to  Cod,  Strreiy*  a  f&dft  gf^acioft;,  but  at  the  fame  time  a 
very  alarming  ,one.  For  you  wi^l  fay,  are  we  enemies  to  him 
then  ?  Why  doubtlefs  the  cicpfeffion  implies,  that  poflibly  we 
may.  And  it  is  our  higheft  concern  to  inquire  immediatelji 
(if  we  have  not  done  it)  whether  we  be  or  not. 

By  nature  we  are  children  of  wrath  :  involved  in  the  morta- 
lity, to  which  our  firft  parents  were  condemned ;  in  the  corrup- 
tion; with  which  they  tainted   themfelves.      We  experience 

both. 
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both.  And  God  .mull  coniider  our  bad  inclinations,  however 
we  came  bj  them,  with  diflike  as  well  as  pity :  and  maj  jaftljr ' 
lea^e  us  in  this  fallen  eftate,  unlefs  we  make  ufe  of  the  proper 
means  to  be  relieved  from  it.  ,  What  care  then  have  jou  taken 
in  this  rcfpeft  ?  "  We  beh)e  been  by  baptifm^  regenerate  and 
grafted  into  the  body  of  ChriJPs  church  * :  and  we  liave  perfon- 
ally  ratified  fincCi  the  vow  then  made  in  our  name.'*  You 
have  done  Well :  and  thefe  things  intitle  you  to  alfifiance  from 
above  ifor  Amending  jourfelves,  and  to  eternal  life  on  condition 
of  jour  endeavouring  it  faithfuVly.  But  all  men  have  broken 
this  condition  by  aftud  fin.  What  have  you  done  then  to 
renew  your  cdvena&t  ?  Have  you  lamented  your  failingSi  and 
iredoubled  yoiir  watchfulnefs  :  or  have  you  tamely  given  way 
to  irregular  appetites  andpaiEons  ?  Have  you  not  indeed  ftrivpn 
to  excufe,  to  juftify,  to  e;icourage,  to  make  provifion  for  thf m  ? 
ifometimes  perhaps  you  have  refiiled  them  :  but  from  what  prin. 
ciple  ?  From  that  of  confciencc  towaVds  God  :  or  of  interefi, 
convenience,  reputation  only  ?  If  the  latter,  they  are  no  reli- 
jgioUs  motives.  If  the  former,  have  you  refilled  in  all  forts  of 
tempt^tiotis,  and  in  the  main  fucqefsfully  ?  ^*  No :  we  muft 
own,  we  have  commonly  been  overpowered  ;  and  are  fo  dill.'* 
Why,  in  proportion  as  this  is  your  cafe,  both  reafon  and  fcrip- 
ture  pronounce  it  a  bad  one :  for  without  holinefi^  habitual 
piety  and  virtue,  no  man  fball  fee  the  Lord\^  Are  you  then 
trying  all  methods  to  increafe  your  ftrength  :  or  do  you  give  up 
the  conteft ;  fometimes  perhaps  a  little  grieved ;  but  oftener 
fecretly  glad,  that  you  have  gotten  fo  fpecious  a  pretencea^  is  that 
of  your  weaknedB,  for  living  asyil^  like? 

But  you  will  fay,  how  are  i;^i^o  increafe  our  ftrength  ? 
t)artly,  by  reprefcnting  to  yourfelves^  feripofly  and'  frequently, 
the  bafsnefs  and  the  danger  of  finning  againft-  God  \  by  avoid- 
ing refolutely  the  things  and  the  perfo^s,  thgt  incline  you  to  it; 
by  reading  good  books,  and  heari/ig  good  advice  in  public  and 
private.  Something  of  all  this  you  have  probably  done :  but 
whether  near  fo  much  as  you  dbtttdj^aik  your  own  hearts.  Or 
fupppfing  you  have  :  there  is  one  eficntidil  point  wanting.  Have 
you  applied  to  your  heavenly  Father  for  his  help?  Scripture 
and  experience  prove,  that  vae  tire  not  fufficient  of  our-* 
fehes  t.     Now  he  is  completely  able,  he  is  intirely  willing,,  he 

Uua  hath 
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hath  exprefly  promifed,  to  afiift  us.  But  he  juftlj  cxpcfts 
rhat  we  (hould  own  our  dependancc  on  him,  by  afking  his  aW.  * 
And  if  we  are  too  proud,  or  too  negligenffor  that,  he  leaves  ni 
to  the  confequences.  *'  Yes  :  but  we  hive  prayed,  as  well  ?« 
endeavoured,  and  all  to  no  pnrpofe.**  But  how  have  yoo  pr?j- 
ed  ?  Only  as  i  matter  of  courfe  perhaps,  without  much  pcrfna- 
fion,  that  it  would  do  you  any  great  g*^od  ;  without  inward 
penitence  and  hiimiTution ;  without  attention  and  eamef'nefv; 
or  however  without  due  pcrfeverance.  And  what  can  yoj 
expert  from  f.ich  prayers? 

But  fuppofuig,  that  you  are  fatisiied  with  yourfclves  on 
thefe  hc^us,  what  plea  have  you  made  to  God  fcfr  his  pardcn 
and  help-?  *'  That  of  his  infinite  mercy*'*  Bnt  his  mercy  flows 
to  mankind  in  a  particular  channel.  God  was  in  Chrift  recnn-^ 
filing  the  world  to  himfelf^  as  the  yerfe  before  the  text  teacbes^ 
Have  you  then  applied  through  him?  ptrfons  ignorant  of  him 
indeed  cannot :  and  the  judge  of  all  will  undoubtedly  confidff 
.their  cafe  with  equity.  But  if  you,  to  whom  he  is  revealed, 
feek  to  be  reconciled  without  him,  it  is  refolving  not  to  be  ra. 
conciled  at  all.  **  No:  we  have  prayed  in  his  name  confiant- 
ly."  But  hath  it  been  with  any' inward  feiifc  of  what  ht  hath 
done  for  you,  and  is  to  you  ;  with  any  real  faith  and  truft  in 
his  atonement  and  grace,  difclaiming  all  merit  of  your  cwtj; 
with  any  fixed  and  aftive  refolution  to  take  his  yoke  uponyvt^, 
and  obferve  his  appointments  in  order  to  attain  his  likencfs? 
poflibly  you  will  plead,  that  fuch  faith  and  refolution  are  not 
in  your  power:  they  are  the  gift  of  Godf^  as  appears  from 
fcripture :  and  theref  jre  it  is  none  of  our  fault,  if  you  have 
them  not.  But  it  is  in  your  power  to  yield  to  hirfpirit  when 
htjirives  with  you  ti  to  dwell  on  his  con  virions  of  your  fim 
and  your  danger,  to  cheriih  deiires  of  what  you  want,  tcwerdca- 
-vour  at  what  you  are  commanded,  to  ufe  the  means  which  th< 
gnfpei  prefcribes."  If  you  have  done  thus,  go  oa  to  do  it^  ani 
jroh  will  infallibl}'  fucceod.  If  not,  this  is  the  method,  which. 
«j  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us,  ive  prav  you  in  Cs'rijt^f 
J}ead^  to  take,  that  ye  may  be  reconciled  to  God,  Whilft  yea 
regleft  it,  you  can  be  no  other  than  his  enemies:  andthir^k 
with  yourlclvFs,  we  beg  you,  in  the  next  pla(;e,  how  joylefei 
how  terrible  a  fuuation^  that  mult  be. 

He 
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He  is  infinitely  wife :  and  therefore  know^  what  is  beft  for 
Bs.  He  19  infinitely  good  :  and  therefore  his  direftions  point 
it  out  to  uJ.  He  is  perfeftly  juft  and  holy :  and  therefore  loves 
right  and  abhors  wrong  behavioun  His  power  is  irrefiftible, 
and  therefore  he  can  reward  Or  punifti  to  the  uttnofl':  his  ve- 
racity is  unqiieftionable,  andtherrfore  he  will  reward  or  piinifh 
eternally.  What  can  we  then  promife  ourfelves  by  difobe- 
dience  to  him :  what  may  we  not  promife  ourfelves  by  obe- 
dience?  Onr  worldly  enjoyments,  .at  beft,  are  low  and  uncer- 
tain ;  our  fufFerings  many  and  fevere ;  our  comforts  and  fui>- 
ports  under  them  poor  and  few  ;  a  very  ^reat  part  of  our  time 
15  fpcnt  meanly  and  contemptibly,  ifnot  inf^pidly  and  tcdiouflv. 
What  a*fituation  is  this,  if  we  are  to  take  it  for  our  all,  with- 
out God  and  without  hope  !  We  are  ftrangely  apt  indeed  to 
flatter  ourfelves  daily  with  profpefts  of  this  and  that  pleafure 
and  advantage  foon  to  come.  But  if  we  look  back,  what  very 
great  and  Infting  fatisfa^tion  hath  the  higheft  and  the  happielt 
of  us  ever  had  :  and  what  betrcr  jrround  is  there  to  expeft  any 
in  the  remainder  of  our  days  ?  Undoubtedly  we  have  enough 
to  be  thankful  for,  afid  much  more  than  we  have  deferved. 
But  is  it  enough  to  reft  in,  and  defire  nothing  farther?  Shall  we 
feel  ourfelves  perfuadcd,  on  cool  refleftion  at  the  clofe  t)f  life, 
that  going  round  and  round  the  circle  of  our  prefent  amnfe- 
ments  and  purfuits,  in  the  manner  that  we  have  done,  and! 
being  difappointed  continually  by  every  one  of  them  in  its  turn,- 
is  all  the  good  that  a  rational  foul  needs  wifh  ;  efpecially  while 
heavenly  and  eternal  blifs  lies  within  our  view  and  within  our 
reach?  This  would  be  a  groveling  way  of  thinking  indeed. 
Bat  fuppofe  our  days  art  cut  fliort  in  the  middle,  or  the  be- 
ginning :  fuppofe  our  grjJtifications  are  peculiarly  few  ;  or  our 
dillrefl'es  peculiarly  heavy:  ftill  ftiall  we  aim  at  nothing  better? 
At  leaft,  ftidl  we  not  guard  againft  fomctliing  unfpeakably 
worfc  ?  For  confi<lcr  ;  God  is  our  Maker  and  Lord  :  this  intirles 
him  to  our  faithful  ffirvice.  He  is  our  benefa^or  by  all  thac 
he  hath  given,  and  all  that  he  is  ready  to  give  us  :  this  demands 
our  moft  affedionnte  gratitude.  And  if  we  deny  him  either, 
he  will  and  muft  fliew  to  the  whole  creation  which  he  governs, 
that  they  who  fin,  flinll,  unlcfs  they  apply  for  pardon  in  the 
manner  directed  by  him,  fufter  in  proportion.  Now  they  do 
not  fuffer  thus  here  :  and  therefore  they  will  hereafter.  Are 
you  thten  contented,  rather  thau  be  reconciled  to  God,  b^fides 
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lofing  this  promife  of  bis  favour,  to  undergo,  firft  the  terrorsp 
thea  the  torments  of  his  future  difpleafure,  fuqh  as  his  word 
hath  defcribed  them  ?  Think  a  little  of  this.  What  ihould  in- 
duceyou  to  it? 

If  love  of  fenfual  gratifications  tempt  jou  to  difabej  him  : 
irregular  ones  will  almoft  al\Vajrs  end^  and  commonlj  fooo, 
even  in  prefent  miferj.  If  Worldly  intereft  \  both  forbidden 
methods,  ^nd  immoderate  defires  of  promoting  it  will  entangle 
jou  in  perplexities,.  diCquiet  you  with  folicitude,  and  fiaxn  joa 
with  difllonour :  you  will  often  mifs  youir  aim,  and  never  be 
long  fatisfied  with  obtaining  it.  If  refentment  or  any  fpecies 
of  malevolence  biafs  you,  thisr  is  being  habitually  and  exqni* 
iitely  wretched,  only  for  the  chance  of  an  bccafional  joy  in  tdM* 
chief,  that  will  make  you  almoi!  as  hateful  to  man  as  to  God. 
Or  could  any  of  thefe  things  afford  you  a  delight  ever  fo  un- 
mixed; how  very  quick  is  the  whole  fcene  of  them  paiCng 
away  !  Doth  pride  then  rule  within  you,  and  rcprefcnt  fubmiC* 
fion  to  your  Creator,  as  beneath  you  ?  $ut  do  you  not  obey 
and  honour  your  earthly  fuperiors  ?  Do  you  not  expeft  yolir 
inferiors  to  (hew  every  appointed^  every  cuftomary  mark  of 
honour  and  obedience  to  you  ;  and  even  an  implicit  compliance 
with  your  dire&ions  ?  Why  Uien  is  not  the  author  and  abfolute 
difpofer  of  your  being,  worthy  of  the  mod  unreferved  dnty^ 
the  moft  refpedful  homage ;  and  where  is  the  meannefs  of 
paying  it  ? 

But  you  are  apprehenfive  perhaps  of  l>eing  difpifed  and  ridi^ 
culed  for  yoOr  piety  and  virtue.  But  (hall  you  not  be  ap. 
proved  and  applauded  by  the  wife  and  good,  by  many  of  the 
bad  themfelves,  by  the  judge  of  all  and  his  holy  angels  at  the 
great  day  ?  But,  it  may  be,  you  have  doubts  about  religion : 
and  therefore  you  do  not  fet  heartily  to  pra&ife  it.  Seek  for 
inforipation  properly  then,  and  hearken  to  it  fairly.  Prafiife 
tonfcientiouily  what  you  cannot  doubt  of :  keep  to  the  fafer 
fide,  where  you  do  doubt :  make  fure,  that  no  finful  inclinadon 
prejudices  you  :  be  cpntent,  though  you  do  not  fee  every  thing, 
if  yon  fee  enough  to  dired  your  fteps ;  and  you  will  foon  dif- 
cern,  which  way  is  beft  to  take.  But  you  are  afraid  of  not 
perfevcring:  or  though  you  (hould,  of  not  fucceeding.  Try 
however  at  leaft.  Honell  endeavours,  if  they  do  no  more« 
will  alleviate  your  guilt.  But  by  continuing  them^  you  mod. 
gain  (bme  ground :  and  ihbuld  you  fall  after  that,  and  feem 

to 
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tolofe  it ;  you  may  rife  again,  and  learn  (kil)  frbmyour  defeats 
to  obtain  at  laft  the  vidory.  Uiing  the  prefcribe^  means,  you 
have  God*s  promife  for  it :  and  how  fmail  focvcr  your  own 
ftrength  may  be,  his  hath  no  hounds. 

Why  doubtlefs,  you  will  fay,  he  can 'do  every  thing  ;  but 
you  have  been  a  great  finner  ;'and  you  know  not  how  to  ttink 
he  will  either  help  or  even  forgive  you.  And  certain  it  is, 
that  you  have  not  deferved  it :  nor  can  you,  of  yourfelf,  be 
(ure  of  it.  But,  dill  coj:nmon  reafon,  gives  you  fome  hop^. 
You  are  frail :  he  is  good :  his  forbearance  is  a  degree  of  for«i. 
gtvenefs.  Repenting,  confefling,  ftriying,  muft  render  your 
condition  better,  thaq  a  contrary  behaviout  would.  How 
much  indeed,  he  himfelf  alone  can  tell.  And  therefore,  if  you 
want  further  encouragement,  as  well  you  may,  look  into  hi^ 
holy  word.  There  he  had  granted  knowledge  offalvation  t^^ 
his  people  y  hy  the  remiffion  of  their  fins  ^  through  the  tender  mercy 
of  our  God^  whereby  the  dayfpringfrqm  on  high  hath  vifited 
uSf  to  give  light  to  them  thai  fit  in,  darknefs  and  thefhadow  of 
deaths  to  guide  our  feet  into  'the  way  of  peace  *•  Nay  our  ofien4* 
ed  benefador  a|id  lawgiver  and  judge,  not  only  permits,  but 
hefeecbes  you  to  he  recondled*  Nor  hath  he  fent  thjs  requeft  by 
a  common  mefTenger,  but  by  his  only  Son,  who  had  glory  with 
him  hefore  the  world  was  t»  who  in  the  beginning  was  with  God^ 
and  was  GodX,  Nor  hath  he  fent  him,  barely  to  make  a  pu- 
blication of  it,  from  hieaven,  and  return;  but  to  take  upon 
him  our  nature,  bear  the  inconveniences  of  a  low  condition  of 
life,  fuffer  indignities,  perfecution  and  death  ;  to  reconcile  for- 
giving  goodnefs  with  juftice  and  wifdom  ;  to  notify,  to  prov.c," 
to  conquer  prejudices  againft  the  bleffed  union  of  thefe.  attri- 
butes. Nor  even,  after  all  this,  hath  he  left  men  to  remember 
bis  gracious  invitation,  or  forget  it,  as  they  pleafe  :  but  efta-^ 
blittied  a  perpetual  (ucceffion  of  perfons,  authorize4  and  com- 
manded to  repeat  it,  weekly  and  daily,  in  public  and  in  private,  , 
to  every  age,  every  nation,  every  (inner ;  and  enforce  it  by  the  ' 
ftrongeft  motiyes,  that  qan  affeft  the  human  heart  ;  but  efpc- 
cially  that  moft  engaging  one,  which  follows  the  text  :  Be  ye 
reconciled  to  God;  for  he  haih  made  him  Jo  be  fin  for  f/x,  who 
knew  no  finy  that  we  might  be  made  the  right coufnefs.  of  God  tn 
him. 

So 
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'  So  aflon! filing  a  method,  we  maj  be  fare,  had  never  been 
taken,  4iad  not  God,  who  knows  beft,  feea  our  cafe  was  too 
bad  for  lefs  powerfal  remedies.  Ami  the  goodnefs  of  our 
heavenlj  Father  in  appointing  this,  of  his  Son  in  fubmitting  to 
it,  of  his  Holjr  Spirit  in  applying  it  to  our  difeafed  iicarts,  is,  a* 
the  apoftle  jiiftly  expreffds  himfelf,  a  love  that  pafftth  kno^^ 
iedge^.  That  thus  much  ihbuld  be  done  for  any  offenders,  is 
beyond  all  imagination :  yet  it  is  done  for  the  very  woriL 
But  then  all  this  mercy  is  conditional :  its  final  efTcfl  depends 
on  ourfelves.  Aai  howjh.dl  we  efcape^  \f  ^^  negleB  Jo  great 
Jalvation^  thus  obtained  for  us  :  which  at  Jirjt  began  to  he 
Jpoken  Ity  the  Lord^  was  confirmed  hy  them  that  heard  him\; 
and  is  offered  to  you,  and  prelF^d  upon  you  continually  by  his 
jniniilers,  who  acl  for  him,  reprcfent  him,  and  bcfeech  you  in 
his  ftead?  E^ery  ftep,  taken  for  your  recovery,  aggravates 
your  guilt,  if  it  be  taken  in  vain.  And  there'  remaineth  no 
more  facrifice  for  finsj,  no  other  miniftry  of  reconciliation  J,  if 
you  omit  to  be  reconciled  by  this, 

"  But,  you  will  fay,  we  hope  we  are  at  peace  with  God." 
If  you  hope  it  on  good  grounds,  his  name  be  prailed.  But 
what  grounds  have  y«u?  "  We  attend  his  worflxip:  we  live 
regular  lives;  few,  if  any,  of  our  neighbours,  better.*'  But 
do  you  attend  all  the  ordinances  of  his  wor&ip^  and  coiiflantly ; 
and,  to  the  beft  of  yoiir  povver,  with  your  minxis,  as  weli  as 
bodies  ?  Are  your  lives  regular  in  eve^y  thing,  and  no  wrong 
inclinations,  either  of  flcfh  or  fpirit,  indulged?  Think  a  while 
of  this.  What  your  neighbours  are,  you  know  but  imperfcA- 
iy  y  and  it  conceals  you  but  little :  both  they  and  you  (hall 
be  condc^mned,  if  yon  are  not  what  you  ought.  PoCibly  enough 
you  ft  and  well  in  the  feftimation  of  men  :  but  are  you  fault- 
lefi  in  the  eyes  of  God  ?  Certainly  not.  For  in  his  fight 
Jhall  no  man  ihing  be  jufiified\.  Every  deed,  every  void, 
every  iLought,  hiuli  iti  f.iilurc  and  guilt  belonging  to  it.  Arc 
you  then  convinced  of  your  fallen  and  loft  condition,  of  the 
imperfcdion,  thi  inuifticiency,  the  finfulncfs  of  what  is  btil  in 
you ;  dcreply  humble,  on  this  account,  before  the  high  okJ 
lofty  one  that  inhahiteth  eternity^  whofe  name  is  Hcly^;  fcnC- 
ble  of  your  need  of 'liis  pardon  and  grace  ;  thankful  believers 
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in  the  fatisfaftloa  of  his  Son,  iri  the  fanftifying  influences  of  ' 
bis  Spirit  ?  Do  you  accordingly  pray  to  him  daily  in  private, 
from  the  bottom  of  your  foul ;  examine  diligently  ypur  out- 
ward behaviour,  your  inward  movements  of  heart,  as.  in  his 
prefence  ;  ^ield  up  yourfelves  to  his  will,  and  make  it  your 
great  aim  to  ferve  and  pleafe  him :  not  only  in  afts  of  faith  and 
devotion,  (though  indifpcnfable  and  mod  important  duties) 
but  in  a  conduft  of  benevolence  and  equity,  of  mildmfs,  uff- 
fulnet  and  bounty  to  M  your  fellow-creatures  ;  in  lowliaefs  of 
mind,  in  chaftity,  fobriaty  and  temperance  ?  Have  you  con- 
iideFed  wejl,  not  merely  what  your  own  very  fallible,  and  per- 
haps very  partial,  .reafonings  fuggetl  to  you,  but  what  his 
word  requires  of  you  ?  Are  you  honeftly  careful  to  obfcrve  all 
its  rules  :  and  do  you  find  produced  in  yourfelves  by  them^  a 
fpirit  of  love  and  duty  to  Gpd ;  and  a  deiire,  fupcrior  to  aH 
others,  of  enjoying  a  fpiritual.  happinefs  for  ever  with  him  ? 
What  is  the  anfwer  of  your  confciences  to  thefe  qoeilions? 

If  an  unfavourable  one  :  do  not  difpair,  be  it  ever  fo  much 
fo:  for  we  hare  ah  high  prieft,  able  to  fave^  to  the  uttermoft 
tbim  that  come  to  God  by  hwi*.  But  lofe  not  a  moment's  time : 
prefe  home  your  convift ions  on  your  fouls ;  beg  his  interceffion^ 
plead  his  merits,  follow  his  dircftions,  acqucunt  yourfelves  with 
lim^  and  be  at  peacef.  If  it  be  a  doubtful  anfwer  :  can  you 
bear  to  continue  in  doubt  concerning;  your  great,  your  eternal 
intereft ;  impatient  as  you  arc  apt  to  be  of  uncertainty  in  v^ry 
fmall  matters?  That  would  be  a  bad  fign  iiidfed.  "But  how 
ihall  we  remove  the  doubt  ?"  Not  by  perplex' h*^  yourfelves  with 
guelTes  in  the  dark  :  but  by  removing  the  caufe.  Wh^^tcvcr 
you  find  amifs,  after  ^laying  to  God  for  pardon  and  ftrefigrh, 
fet  immediately  to  amend ;  and  in  proportion  to  your  progrefs, 
you  will  have  the  only  true  ground  of  comfoit.  For  hereby 
know  wey  that  we  know  him^  if^f  ketp  his  commandment sX* 
Whoever  doth  fo,  though  imperfedly,  ycM  fincerdy  and  humb- 
ly, hath  nothing  to  fear:  whoever  doth  not,  hath  noihing  to 
hope.  Strong  feelings  of  joyful  aflurance  may  be  given  to  the 
pious  from  above,  as  a  prefent  reward:  and  ftrong  feelings  of 
vain  prefumption  may  lead  on  the  wicked,  fccure  and  triumph- 
ant, to  their  fin^  deftruftion.  Very  reasonable  terrors,  from 
confcioufnefs  of  their  guilt,  may  torment  the  bad  beforehand : 
|od  very  nnreafonablc  ones,  from  conllitufion,  or  the  fuggef- 
VoL.  II.       .  X  X  ticpji, 
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tions  of  Satan,  may  aflault  the  good.  Therefore  we  arc  to 
judge  of  our  condition  by  none  of  thefe  things  ;  but  by  the 
fcripturc  rule,  fairly  interpreted :  Little  cbildhen^  kt  no  man 
deceive  you :  be  that  doth  rigbteoufnefs  is  rigbteous :  be  that 
committetbjin^  is  of  the  devil*. 

If  then  obedience  to  the  gofpel  is  the  principle,  by  which 
you  defigncdly  and  habitually  govern  yoiir  lives  :  thank  God 
for  it,  take  comfort  in  it  and  be  happy,  whatever  befalls  you 
in  this  world.  But  (till  remember,  that  every  degree  of  fin 
remaining  is  a  degree  of  enmity  remaining:  and  who  hath  not 
need  to  be  reconciled  more  completely  ?•  St.  Paul  had  already 
told  the  perfons,  to  whom  he  fpeaks  in  the  text,  that  bis  bofe 
of  tbem  wasjledfajl ;  knowings  tbat  as  tbey  were  partakers  of 
tbefufferings  of  Cbrifi^  they  fbould  he  partakers  of  bis  coufr' 
lation  alfo^.  But  notwithftanding  this,  he  continues  to  be- 
feech  them,  be  ye  reconciled  to -God,  If  we  fee  into  ourfelves 
at  all,  the  bed  of  us  muft  fee,  that  there  are  many  things  in 
us,  which  we  cannot  approve.  If  we  have  any  due  fenfe  of 
his  goodnefs  to  us,  and  of  love  to  hina  in  return :  we  fliall  ear- 
neftly  wifli  and  labour  to  be  more  pleating  to  him,  and  more 
like  him.  If  we  have  any  experience  of  wbat  is  true  happi* 
nefs  here,  or  any  ambition  of  a  high  rank  in  happinefs  here- 
after, we  ihall  furely  rtfle6t,  that  both  depend  on  our  im- 
provements in  pure  religion  and  genuine  virtue.  If  we  have, 
any  right  appreheniion  of  the  dangers,  that  furroond  us,  we 
muft  forefee,  that  unlefs  we  prefs  forward,  we  (hall  be  driven 
back  and  fall :  but  the  further  we  advance,  on  the  furer  ground 
wefhallftand.  And  if  we  have  any  juft  z^l  for  the  glory  of  our 
bleflfed  Redeemer ;  we  (hall  deeply  lament, /that our  failings  have 
fo  frequently  given  others  occa{ion  to  blafpbeme  tbat  noortby 
namey  whereby  we  are  calledXj  and  ihall  ufeour  utmoft  endeav. 
burs  to  adorn  the  dodrine.  of  God  our  Saviour  m  all  thiogsf: 
which  that  we  may  accordingly,  he  of  his  infinite  mercy 
grant :  to  whom  be  all  honour  and  praife,  now  and  for  ever. 
^men» 


•  John  ill.  7,  8.  +  i  Cor.  i.  7. 

}  James  xi.  ?•  $  Tit.  ii.  low 
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Th£  Present  Disadvantages,  Shamcfulness,  and 
Punishment  of  a  Wicked  Life. 


Rom.  Ti.  2t. 


tVhat  fruit  had  ye  tien  in   thofe  things^  whereof  ye  are   now 
djbamedf  For  the  end  of  thofe  things  is  death. 

nn  H  E  firft  rerolution,  whicK  CTcry  one  fliould  take  in  the 
•^  conduft  of  life,  is  to  deliberate  feriouflj,  as  fobn  as  he 
becomes  capable  of  it,  bj  wHat  rule  his  future  behaviour  fiiall 
be  formed.  And  .oile  princi|$al  caiife  of  the  lollies,  which 
men  Commit;  and  the  miferies  into  which  thej  fall,  is  their 
ftrange  negleA  of  this  obvious  duty  :  a  ddtjr  impoffible  to  be 
controverted  ;  for  it  is  only  inquiring  what  will  be  moft  for 
bur  intereft. 

And  yet  a  very  great  jiirt  of  mankind  never  once  think  of 
kny  certain  rule  at  all  for  their  conduft  ;  biit  go  on  at  random^ 
indulging  the  prefent  inclination;  which  way  fo^ver  it  leads, 
knd  how  ofteii  foeviir  it  may  vary :  and  ,thus  fill  up  a  life  of 
though tlefs  inconfiftency,  ainiing  at  no  one  eM  beyond  pleafing 
•theoifelves  any  how  for  the  time,  let  what  wiU  follow.  But 
furely  a  very  little  refledion  n3ight  fhew,  that  what  pleafes  as 
flow,  may  ruin  us  ere  lorig,  perhaps  very  foon  :  that  different 
Courfes  of  liife  have  very  different  confequences,  highly  de« 
ferving  oiir  attention :  and  in  partibular,  that  thofe  of 
^  virtuous  and  a  vicidus  life  differ  fo  extremely,  that  we 
ought  not  to  continue  an  hour  undetermined,  longer  than 
tire  muft,  which  we  (hall  pfurfue.  What  the  prophet  Elijah 
fdid  to  the  Ifraelites  belongs  equally  to  all  of  this  unfet- 
^  tied  charafter  j  How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions  ?   If 
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ibe  Lord  he  Gody  follow  him  :  lut  if  Baal^  thinfoUow  hm^. 
Why  this  perpetual  ivavering  and  fludaation,  aboot  the  firft 
thing,  tliat  joxx  ought  to  fix  ;  the  one  point,  on  which  all  depends ! 
If  a  profane  and  immoral  condu6l  i^ill  produce  and  fecure  hap- 
pinefs  to  you,  follow  prbfanenefs  and  immorality,  yiM  yonr 
members  as  inftruments  of  unrtghteoufnefs  unto  fin\*  But  if 
religion  and  virtue  be  the  means  of  true  and  lafting  fdf-eo- 
joymtnt,  let  religion  and  virtue  be  your  care,  and  yield  your- 
felves  fervants  of  righteoufnefs  unto  GodX.  Cbufe  yt  tbtrefon 
this  day,  whom  ye  willfervej. 

And  there  are  indeed  multitudes,  that  would  give  fufficient 
proqfs  of  (laving  made  a  choice,  and  a  very  ill  one,  if  runsiag 
lieadlong  into  wickednefb  merited  the  name  of  chufing  it.  But 
rational  choice  prefuppofes  due  confideration ;.  whereas  tbdc 
poor  wretches  have  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  led  on  UindiDU, 
by  example  and  cuftom^  unexamined  appearances  and  ungo- 
verned  inclinations,  with  no  more  notion  of  inquiring,  whether 
they  are  in  the  right  road,  than  if  there  were  no  other  ft  aL 
Oc  if  ever  they  have  deliberated,  they  have  done  it  unfairiy  or 
fuperficially  ;  or  upon  fome  one  point  of  their  behaviour,  not 
the  whole ;  and  perhaps,  only  which  of  two  interfering  defires, 
both  of  them  wrong,  they  ihould  gratify.  But  furety  the  fiiff 
divi&on  of  human  condufi  is  into  religious  and  irreligioiis. 
Which  of  thefe  two  we  ought  to  prefer,  is  the  queftion  that  we 
are  to  begin  with ;  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to  confider,  ia 
what  way  we  (hall  be  bad,  after  we  have  examined,  whetber 
it  is  not  our  wildom  to  be  good. 

In  this  moft  important  inquiry,  an  imperfed  view  of  tfaiop 
iHay  eafily  dectiye  us,  and  doth  in  fa£t  deceive  the  generality 
of  mankind.  We  muft  therefore  be  very  careful  to  lay  before 
ourfelves  the  whole  of  what  is  to  be  expeded,  hoped  or  feared* 
But  indeed  both  oar  own  paiBons  and  appetites,  and  the  opi- 
nions and  praftices  of  the  world,  will  be  fure  to  remind  ass- 
bundantly  of  what  makes  in  favour  of  prohibited  indulgeooes. 
And  confequently  in  order  to  keep  our  judgement  upright,  wc 
nauft  be  diligent  in  reprefenting  to  ourfelves  what  makes  a- 
gainft  them.  And  we  cannot  poflibly  do  it  in  a  better  method, 
«han  that  of  the  apoftle,   addicffing  himfelf  to  the  Roman  cos- 

verts: 

•  2  Kings  Kviii.  21.  f  Rom.  ri.  13. 
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verts :  What  fruit  bad  ye  tb§n  intboft  things^  vAinofyt  art 
mom  a/kamedf  for  the  end  ofthofe  things  is  death* 

In  thefe  words  is  propped  to  our  ferious  tliougfats, 

L  The  prcfent  unprofitablenpfs  of  fin. 

II.  The  (hamefulnefs  of  it. 

III.  The  punifliment,  which  awaits  it. 

I  (hall  be  able  ifl  this  difcourfe  to  coniider  onl}r  the  firft  point, 
the  unprofitablenefs  of  fin,  even  at  prefent.  And  for  this  he 
appeals  to  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  thofe,  with  whom  he 
argues  :  nohat  fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things  f  'well  knowing 
they  muft  own,  that  upon  trial  they  had  found  none  :  a  con- 
fefiion,  which  vcrj  few  have  ever  failed  to  make,  when  after  a 
life,  ipent  in  wickednefs,  thej  came  to  refleft  coollj,  what  real 
advantage  thej  had  gained  by  it  on  the  upihot.  The  langu- 
age of  thofe,  who  will  be  prevailed  on  to  balance  the  great  ac- 
count, is  almoft  univerfally  the  fame,  which' JF/iij/  in  yob  af- 
cribes  to  the  penitent,  /  have  Jinned^  and  perverted  tiat  which 
was  rights  and  it  profited  me  not*.  Some  may  imagine  this  to 
arife  from  a  difp6fition,  which  we  have,  to  be  difcontented  ^ 
and  to  think,  after  a  while,  any  other  way  better,  than  that 
which  we  have  chofen;  But  haw  comes  it  ta  pafs  then,  that 
no  pious  and  virtuous  man  was  ever  known,  calmly  and  deli- 
berately, to  make  the  fame  declaration  concerning  bis  manner 
of  life  ?  Nothing  hath  been  more  common  in  all  ages,  than  for 
the  wicked  to  acknowledge  their  miftakes  and  their  mifery, 
and  eriiort  others  to  take  warning  by  them.  But  the  good,  as  . 
foon  as^ever  they  had  time  to  become  habitually  fuch,  have  al- 
ways pronounced  themfelves  eafy  and  happy  j  and  thought  it 
the  greateft  kindnefs,  that  they  could  do  to  thofe,  whom  they 
loved  the  mod  tenderly,  to  beg  they  would  tread  in  their  ftep»i 
Now,  in  other  cafes,  we  look  on  the  agreeing  tdlimony  of  thofe 
who  have  experienced  what  they  affirm,  as  being  decifive. 
Why  then  fliould  we  diftruft  them  m  this  alone  j  and  obftin- 
ately  infift  upon  trying  what  they  forewarn  us  aloud  will  be 
fatal  ?  Indeed  have  not  fome  of  us  tried  much  too  far  already  ? 
And  for  God's  fake,  let  us  alk  ourfelves,  what  fruit  we  have 
had  from  it,  and  what  we  are  likely  to  have,  in  cafe  we  pro. 
cccd  further. 

•  Job  xxKiii.  27. 
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But  if  we  will  reckon  the  experienee  6f  dthers  incompetoit, 
and  our  pwn  iinperfed,  let  us  confider  the  natural  tcndoicj  «f 
fin.  Should  we  be  unable  to  difcoyer  ftoro  thence*  whj  it 
fliould  do  us  hartn,  we  may  doubt  whether  it  doth  the  harm,' 
that  we  are  told,  or  will  go  on  to  do  the  hkrm,  that  we  have 
hitherto  felt  from  it :  but  if  we  fee,  that  in  its  nature  it  muft 
be  unprofitable  and  hurtful,  sis  well  as  learn  ftom  the  cxperi* 
ence  of ,  others  and  our  own  that  it  is  fo,  then  fureljr  nothing 
will  be  wanting  to  coiivince  us. 

Now  we  all  know,  however  apt  we  are  to  forget  it,  that 
reafon  is  the  principal  part  of  our  frame :  thence  therefore,  if 
we  are  made  with  anj  wildom,  we  muft  ezpe&  the  principal 
part  of  our  happinefs  :  and  yet  evprj  fort  of  wiekedocls  is  ab* 
folutcly  Contradidorj  to  reafon.  Undutifulnefs  to  an  almighty 
fuperiorj  and  ingratitude  to  a  gracious  benefa£tor,  fuch  as  God 
is ;  iinkindnefs  to  our  relations  and  friends,  hard-hcartcdncis 
to  perfons  in  diflrefs,  injuftice  or  implacability  to  any  one,  or 
ufelefinefs  to  thofe,  who  are  ufeful  to  us  :  degrading  ourfelves 
below  the  rank  of  our  nature,  and  living  onlj  or  chiefly  to 
brutal  appetites,  though  we  are  men ;  or  to  trifling  pleafurcs, 
though  we  have  capacities  for  much  worthier  employments: 
all  thefe  things  are  evidently  unreafonable  and  unfit,  as  aoy 
thing  can  be.  And  what  advantage  or  what  quiet  can  we 
hope  in  difobeying  that  principle,  which  wto  plainly  defigned 
to  rule  us  ? 

Befides,  our  affedioiis  were  doubtlefs  originally  intended  to 
accord  with  reafon  :  and,  though  much  difordered  by  the  fall 
of  our  firft  parents,  yet  in  a  cdnfiderable  meafure  they  do  fo 
ilill.  Now  can  we  queflion,  tut  that  diforder  is  the  caufe  of 
mifery  to  us  here  i  And  if  fo,  the  greater  we  make  it  br 
afts  of  fin,  the  greater  our  mifery  will  be;  and  the  more 
we  refiify  it  by  ads  of  piety  and  virtue,  the  nearer  ve 
ihall  return  to  our  natural  date,  in  which  alone  every 
thing  flouriflies  and  doth  well.  Right  reafon  and  right  affec- 
tion were  the  primitive  rules,  that  God  gave  man  to  live  bj : 
and  how  can  we  fancy  that  we  fhall  ever  find  our  account  in 
putting  a  force  upon  them,  and  wreiling  ourfelves  from  under 
their  government ! 

But  a  farther  and  very  material  confideration  is,  that  jii 
kihds  of  wickednbls  manifeftly  tend  to  deftroy  the  good  order, 
profperity  and  peace,  of  kingdoms^  of  communities,  of  families; 
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^nd  that  indeed  the  injuries  which  men  do  to  one  another  hy 
tranfgTefiing  the  laws  of  God  make  up  the  heavieft  andbittereft 
part  of  the  fufferings  of  life.  Now  what  is  contrary  to  the 
interefl  of  all  in  general,  mail  be  in  fome  degree  prejudicial  to 
that  of  every  one  in  particular  :  and  each  perfon  who  is  guilty 
of  it,  teaches  others  an  e^il  teffbn  againji  himfelf*.  The  vici^ 
ous,  even  thofe  who  value  themfelves  the  moll  on  their  good 
nature,  are  one  Way  or  another,  perhaps  many  ways,  perpe- 
tually doing  mifchief.  They  are  indeed  enemies,  as  far  as  their 
influence  reaches,  to  the  whole  fociety  of  mankind.  It  is  the  « 
genenri  intereft  of  the  world  to  oppofe  and  difcourage  them. 
It  is  the  particular  bufinefs  of  government  to  reftrain  and  pu« 
nifii  them.  All  that  fuffer  confiderably  by  them,  will  be  fure 
to  abominate  them :  and  moit  others  will  fcorn  and  defpife 
them.  Now  it  is  a  dreadful  ^vil  to  lofe  a  )>leffin^  fo  ju&ly  dear 
to  men,  as  that  of  a  good  name  and  reputation.  To  be  abhor- 
red, or  even  fufpedled  and  diftrufted,  by  thofe  amongft  whom 
we  live,  is  hardly  fupportable :  to  be  merely  difliked  and  dif- 
approved,  is  very  mortifying.  Yet  one  or  other  of  thefe  they 
niuft  exped :  not  only  from  the  religious  and  worthy,  whofe 
efteem  ought  to  be  and  ever  will  be  chiefly  deiired,  but  alfo 
from  their  fellow-(inners ;  who  conftantly  condemn  the  lins, 
which  they  do  not  praftife,  and  often  thofe  which  they  do. 
Sometimes  indeed  fome  of  them  may  join  in  applauding  their 
common  follies  :  but  that  makes  them  never  the  lefs  follies. 
Sometimes,  for  private  ends,  p^rfons  may  flatter  for  a  while 
fuch  as  they  inwardly  hold  in  derifi^n  of  deteftation.  But  this 
kind  of  court  never  doth  good  to  thofe  who  receive  it :  nor  is  it 
able  to  hinder  but  that  on  the  whole  mifchievous  vices  will 
produce  hatred,  and  imprudent  ones  contempt.  And  what 
fruit  can  men  reap  from  fuch  things  ? 

But  hitherto  you  have  heard  proofs  only  of  the  common  ill 
fficds  of  all  fins :  let  us  now  confider  the  feveral  forts,  and  the 
fruits  of  each  of  them,  feparately. 

Some  of  our  bad  inclinations  are  ncceffarily,  in  the  very  feel- 
ing of  them,  uneafy  and  painful :  as  envy,  hatred  and  anger^ 
Others  are  fo  at  lead  in  their  immediate  confequences :  dif- 
qaieting  our  minds  with  wearifome  and  endlefs  purfuits,  of 
^k^t  we  Ihall  either  not  obtain,  or  not  keep,  or  be  little  or 

nothing 

•  Eccliu  U'  T. 
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nothing  the  better  for,  if  we  do»     Such  is  the  exorbitant  third 
of  pOAver  and  rank  and  wealth ;   always  reftlefs  and  diflktisfied, 
always  fall  of  difconcents  and  difappointments.     Again,  fome  of 
them  prompt  us  to  overvalue  ourfelves  often  to  oar  great  damage; 
and  at  the  fame  time  provoke  others  to  undervalue  us ;  as  do 
pride  and  vanity.     Some,  if  they  ^re  accompanied  with  no  pain, 
jet  can  make  no  pretence  to  giving  any  pleafure :  tis  profane- 
•  nefs.     And  the  feeming  pleafure  of  fome  others  is  in  reality 
fcarce  more  thin  getting  rid  of  a  torment,  which  a  good  ound 
would  never  have  experienced.     Sufh,  and  no  bettert  is  the  joy 
of  reirenge.     Nay,  where  criminal  gratificatioi^s  are  the  mcft 
agreeable,  as  in  fenfual  indulgences  \  befides  that  they  are  of- 
ually  very  fleeting  and  (hort-lived,  perhaps  an  equal,  perhaps  9 
fuperior  degree  of  them  upon  the  whole,  might  by  the  means 
of  prudence  havj^  been  obtained  confiftently  wjth  virtue  :  which 
iloth  not  forbid  the  regular  and  feafonable  and  temperate  fatif* 
fa&ion  of  any  de&re,  but  only  reftrains  us  within  due  and  lafii 
bounds  :   whereas  the  vicious,  affe&ing  imhaodcrate  and  prohi- 
bited liberties^  are  indeed  ]the  unhappieft  ^^ves  ta  their  ova 
lufts  and  fanciiss ;  efpecially  when  by  a  habit  of  yielding  to 
them,  they  have  taught  them  to  claim,  with  abfolote  authority, 
the  mod  pernicious  compliances^     And  in  this  fituation,  bow 
much  inward  anguifti  muft  there  often  lie  hid  under  the  gajeft 
Ikews  of  mirth  and  amuiement ;  whether  the  foul  be  opprefifd 
by  the  fettled  tyranny  of  a  iingle  pafBon,  or  torn  in  pieces  by 
the  rage  of  oppofite  ones,  contending  for  maftery  •  !  Then, 
what  deilru&ive  effeds  thejins  of  this  Jcind  have  on  the  heakfai 
and  fortunes  of  their  votaries,  difqualifying  them,  often  in  the 
beginning  of  life,  for  the  enjoyment  of  every  thing   in  whidi 
they  placed  the  happinefs  of  it,  and  expofing  them  to  great  dif- 
trefles  and  fufferings  throughout  the  remainder,  is  much  too  weii 
known  to  need  enlarging  on,  though  tauch  lefs  confidered,  than 
its  importance  requires. 

But  too  many  imagine,  that,  y^hatever  others  do,  they  fluJl 
fm  with  difcretion  :  gratify  their  inclinations,  and  carry  on  tlieii 

defigos 

*  Sic  diftrahvntur  In  contrarian  partes  impotentiMOi  cnpiditate&i  cam 
liuic  obfecutus  fis,  iUi  aft  repugnandum.  Cic.  Tufc.  Difp.  1.  5.  §.  la. 
Xiitus  etiam  in  animis  indufie  cnpidltates  inter  fe  diffident  atqnt 
^ifcardant ;  ex  quo  yitam  amariffimam  neccfle  eft  cffici.  Cic.  de  TOi 
1.  z.  S*  i3-  Comp.  $.  x8. 
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dcfigns,  of  whatever  fort  they  be,  ivith  fo  much  art,  as  to  avoid 
ail  manner  of  bad  coafequences.     But  whj  do  thej  imagine 
fo?  It  is  hard  enough  to  govern  our  paffioos  before  ^hej  have 
be^ii  accuftomed  to  indulgence.     Bat  firft  to  indulge  thenny  and 
then  think  to  ftop  where  we  pieafe,  is  a  fcheme  that  always 
hath  deceived,  and  always  will  deceive,  thofe  who  are  ,>reak 
enough   to  rely  upon  it.     Virtuous  behaviour  hath   plain  and 
firm  ground  to  ftand  upon :  but  if  once  we  quit  our  fure  foot- 
ing there,  the  declivity  is  endlefs,  the  tendency  downwards  will 
increafe  every  moment,  and  how  far  we  may  be  carried,'  God 
only  knows.  '  They  have  gone  the  moft fatal  lengths  in  fin,  re- 
folved  at  firft)*  as  much  as  you  can  do,  to  proceed  cautioufly : 
never  once  queftioning  but  they  could  keep  their  refolution,  tiU 
it  was  too  late.     And  it  may  very  foon  be  too  late  with  any  of 
us.     For  not  only  the  habit  of  every  vice  leads  men  farther 
abd  farther  in  it,  but  the  moft  different  vices  are  ftrangely  con- 
Hefted  with  each  other :  and  he  who  intended  to  /allow  himfelf 
in  but  one  feemingly  harmlefs  traufgreflion,  is  drawn  by  it 
gradually,  or  hurried  unawares,  into  numbers  of  worfe,   that 
end  in  his  ruin  ;  the  grace^of  God  being  juftly  withdrawn  from 
fach  prcfumptuous  offenders. 

But  it  will  be  objefted,  that  however  unprofitable  fome  fins 
may  be,  yet  others  are  peculiarly  calculated  for  profit ;  as  co- 
v^toufnefs,  with  its  retainers,  fraud  and  extortion :  which  the 
wife  in  their  generation  *  would  never  praftife,  unlefs  they 
found  the  advantage  of  them,  as  they  vifibly  do.  Now  if  by 
advantage  be  meant,  what  fhould  be  mean^  real  happinefs,  they 
vifibly  do  not.  Covetoufnefs  li  peculiarly  a  miferable  pailion  : 
and  diftinguiflied  by  that  very  name  of  miferable  in  common 
fpeech.  The  temper  itfelf  is  full  of  fears  and  cares,  alarms  and 
fufptcions.  Then,  in  order  to  gratify  it,  every  benevolent,  if 
not  every  honeft,  difpofition  of  our  hearts  muft  be  cohtradifted  ; 
and  when  it  rifes  to  a  certain  height,  every  innocent  enjoyment 
of  life,  that  carries  the  Icaft  ezpence  'with  it,  mtft  either  be 
renounced,  or  grudged  while  it  is  tolerated.  But  without  run- 
ning to  fuch  extremes,  to  all  ^aricious  minds  the  fmalleft  loiTes 
will  be  heavy  misfortunes ;  tfnd  the  greateft  gains^%ill  want 
fomething  of  being  fo  great  as  they  fliould  have  been.  They 
muft  undergo  the  pain  of  envying  every  one  that  is  in  circum- 
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ftances  above  them  :  they  vACift  exped  at  the  fame  time  the  iIL 
will  of  everf  one  beneath  them  :  and  after  all,  their  QnDatnral 
cravings,  far  from  being  appenfed^  will  increafe  much  &fter, 
than  their  poffeflibns  \  and  the  more  eagerly  they  endeavour  to 
quench  their  thirfl,  the  more  fiercely  it  will  return  ttpoa  them. 
Or  let  us  fuppofc,  if  you  will,  the  defire  of  .^ain  to  be  indalged^ 
not  with  the  abfurd  view  of  hoarding  to  no  purpofe  and  no  epd  ; 
but  for  the  delight  of  fatisfying  more  natural  inclinationa  bj 
the  means  of  great  wealth  :  yet,  if  thefe  be  moderate  and  leap- 
fonable,  they  may  be  very  competently  Catisfied  without  it  ;  and, 
if  they  be  exceffive,  you  have  feea  already  that  they  are 
hurtful,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  have  proviiion  made  for 
them.  ^ 

If  then  covetoufnefs  of  both  forts  be  unwife ;  fraud  and  ex* 
tort  ion,  which  only  ferve  as  iniUuments  of  covetoufnefs,  cazmot 
be  bentficial.  But  oi^  thie  contrary,  they  have  peculiar  difad- 
vantages belonging  to  them.  There  are  indeed  inftances^  too 
freq^uently,  of  riches  acquired  by  indireft  methods:  but  fiiff 
diflionefly  hath  ruined  many  more  than.it  hath  raifed  :  and  the 
ruin  of  fuch  la  never  pitied>  and  feldom  retrieved*  Fair  deal«^- 
ing  is  the  pl}in-  path,  which  God  hath  marked  out  for  QumkiBd* 
to  go  in  :  and  they  who  think  to  be  too  cunning  for  their  Ma- 
ker, lare  few  of  them  able  to  depart  from  i£  without  injuring 
themft'lves  even  now,  as  much  or  more  than  they  A^  others. 
One  half  of  the  contrivance  and  circumfpedion,  that  men  are 
obliged  to  in  a  knavifli  way,  would  have  enabled  them  to  thrive 
very  well  in  an  honed  one,  without  the  hatred  and  curfeof  all 
around  them,  without  the  perpetual  dread  of  being  deteAed, 
and  the  lofs  they  muft  fuffer,  whenever  that  happens,  (which 
feklom  fails,)  both  by  others  declining  to'  have  any  further  con- 
cern with  them,  and  perhaps  by  the  penalties  which  the  law 
will  inflift  on  them.  Or  let  tlicm  efcape  thefe  dangers  ever  fo 
well ;  yet  how  often  doth  it  fall  out,  that  either  what  they 
have  acquired  wickedly,  they  fqaander  fooliflily,  it  maj  be 
wickedly  coo,  and  fo  nothing  remains  with  them  hut  the  guilt 
of  both  ;  or,  at  leaft,  poftcrity,  for  whofe  fake  chiefly  tbcy  have 
taken  thefe  unrighteous  pains,  diffipatc  in  a  few  years  what 
they  have  been  accumulating  in  many  ;  and  very  pofltblygive 
them  the  torm^t,  which  thes  have  well  dafervcd,  of  (hewing 
them  beforehand,  that  they  will  diflipate  it  !  And  tfius  is  the 
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fcriptare  warning  verified  :  An  inheritance  may  he  gotten  haf- 
tUy  at  thehegittning;  but  the  end  tier eofjball  not  he  blej/ed  *. 

You  fee  then  how  many  and  great  the  prefent  and  worldl/ 
inconveniences  of  wicjcednefs  are ;  and  I  have  dwelt  on  them 
fo  largelj,  becaufe  prefent  and  worldly  things  arc  apt  to  affea 
us  fo  niach*  Yet  ftill  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  all  of 
them  do  Qot  folFow  conftantlj,  and  that  fometimes  confiderable 
ftdvanuges  tn  appcara^nce  may  be  gained  by  tranfgrefling  oar 
duty.  But  perhaps  evpn  then  as  confiderable  ones  of  the  fjime  . 
kind  may  be  loft  by  it  ^  for  nien  cannot  have  the  benefit  of 
two  oppofite  charafters  and  behaviours  at  the  fame  time.  .Or, 
if  every  thing  fliould  happen  to  their  wifb,  the  probability 
^otwithftanding  lay  greatly  en  the  other  fide  :  the  contrary  was 
to  have  been  expeded :  and  therefore  no  wife  perfon  would  ever 
ron  the  hazard,  though  now  and  then,  fome  one  may  chance  to 
find  his  account  in  it.  -* 

But  indeed  we  are  as  yet  only  ia  tl^  firft  article  of  the  ac« 
count ;  and  have  by  no  means  completed  tliat.  Not  only  the 
pofitive  outward  evils^  that  wickednefs  brings  upon  us,  but  the 
inward  fatisfadions  and  comforts  of  which  i^  deprives  us,  muft 
be  taken  in.  Sincerity  of  good  will,  opennefs  o£  confidence, 
faithfulneis  of  friendfhip,  tendemef$  of  afieftion,  confcioufnefs 
of  merited  efteem,  are  the  fweeteft  ingredients  in  human  life* 
Now  all  thefe,  with  aH  the  pomplacency  and  joy  of  heart  that 
flows  from  them,  the  wicked,  by  their  ambitious,  their  cove- 
tous, their  fenfual  purfuits,  by  their  refeotments,  their  falfe. 
lioods,  their  negle^a,  their  provocations,  explude  themfelves 
from  enjoying :  wear  out  from  their  hearts  by  degrees  the 
moft  delightful  fenfibilities  of  which  human  nature  is  capable; 
and  leave  nothing  there,  but  the  wretched  feelmgs  of  hating  or 
difregarding  others,  and  being. hated  or  difregarded  by  them. 
Then,  in  the  various  afflldions  and  crofies  of  life,  in  depaying 
bealth,  finking  fpirits,  and  declining  age,  a  good  ipan  hath 
many  fupports,  from  the  innocence  and  integrity  of  his  paft  life, 
from  the  love  and  gratitude  pf  his  friends,  from  the  firm  belief 
of  a  wife  and  kind  providence,  contioualiy  watching  over  him. 
Bat  none  of  thefe  confolations  belong  to  a  wicked  man,  when 
be  is  in  the  (kme  condition :  the  things  in  which  he  placed  his 
^hole  happinefs  have  failed  him  and  are  gone  \  the  companions 
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of  his  profperitj  defeit  him,  the  world  rejoices  over  him,  W 
Ten  frowns  appa  him,  and  his  own  heart  condemns  him. 

But  this  would  lead  me  to  the  fecond  head,  the  ihame  attend. 
mg  fin.  After  that,  there  remains  a  third,  of  the  fotnre  piu 
nUhment  awaiting  it.  Both  thefe,  God  willing,  ihallbedif- 
tincllj  fet  before  jou :  and  then  you  will  fee  in  the  fulleft  light, 
whatever  may  feem  wanting  to  the  evidence  of  it  now,  that  iU 
knowledge  ofwickednefs  is  not  vaifdomi  neither  at  any  time  <h 
^counfel  qfjittnersj  prudence  *. 

God  grant  we  may  all  be  convinced  of  this  while  it  will  da 
us^  good  !  To  him,  with  his  Son  and  blefied  Spirit,  be  all  hoi 
Bour  and  glory,  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 
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What  fruit  had  ye  tjjen  in  tbofe  things,  vAereofye  are   moto 
ajbatntdt  Fpr  tbt  end  ofthofe  things  is^  death. 

TN  difcourfing  on  thcfc  wor^s^  I  have  propoCed  to  lay  before 
you, 

I.  The  prefent  difadvantages  of  ^  wicjked  life. 

II.  The  fhamefulnefs  of  it. 

1(1.  The  punifhmeoty  which  awaits  it  hereafter. 
•  The  firft  of  thefe  heads  I  have  finifhed  :  and  (hewn,  from  the 
t^ftimpny  of,  the  wicked  thcmfelves,  from  the  inconliftence  of 
all  fin  with  the  principles  of  our  reaifon,  from  its  repugnancy  to 
the  original  dictates  of  our  affedioivs,  from  its  pernicious  in- 
fluence on  every  branch  of  human ^bcigty,  that  it  muft  in  ge- 
neral produce  unfpeakable  harm,  to  us.  "  Then  I  proceeded  to 
'prove^  in  relation  tofeveral  fins  more  particularly,  that  fomeof 
them  are  in  their  very  naturq  painful ;  and  that  the  pleafures, 
which  others  promife,  are  either  falfe  and  imaginary,. or  incon-* 
fideraUe  and  fliort-liyed,  or,  to  all  the  purpofes  of  real  happi- 
nefs'y  equally  attaitiable,  for  th^  mod  part,  by  virtuous  means  i 
bat  that  the  evils,  which  they  bring  on,  are  various  and  great, 
and  often  fpeedy,  and  fcldom  avoided  by  the  utmoft  care  :  that 
even  thofe  fins  which  may  feem  peculiarly  calculated  for  profit 
and  advantage,  are  in  truth  as  unprofitable  and  hurtful  as  the 
reft :  and  that  laftly,  befides  leading  men  into  the  moft  grievous 
iQconveniencefl  and  fuSeriogs,  wickednef^  deprives  them  of  the 
.  moft 
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^oft  valuable  even  of  their  worldly  eojoymeatSy  comforts,  and 
fupports. 

^  Were  we  therefore  only  to  confider,  how  unhappily  it  affeAs 
all  the  common  and  acknowledged  ingredients  of  our  prefent 
well>  being,  a  courfe  of  fin,  on  ftatiog  die  account  merely  thus, 
would  be  found,  though  perhaps  not  without  exceptions,  yet 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  inch  as  no  one  ceuld  rationally 
ezpeft  in  his  own  favour,  a  courfe  of  folly  :  as  accordingly  we 
fee  it  ceuftantly  reprefeated,  even  with  refped  to  this  world, 
not  only  by  the  facred  writers^  but  the  greateft  and  ableft  of 
heathens  themfelves  \  but  fuch  as  had  fome  belief  of  a  future 
ftate,  and  futh  as  had  none. 

But  for  our  fuller  fatisfaftion  in  a  point  of  this  moment,  let 
us  proceed  farther  to  confider, 

II.  TheAamefulnrfs  of  it. 

Now  (faame  is  of  two  forts :  arifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
having  afled,  either  fooliihly  againft  our  intereft,  or  wickedly 
3gainft  our  duty.     I  begin  with  the  firft. 

An  iminoral  life  being  jEb  full  of  imprudence  and  fuffering  ai 
you  have  feen  it  is,  many  and  fevere  ri^edions  on  their  own 
miftaken  choice  mud  unavoidably  torture  the  minds  of  the  vi» 
cious  from  ^ime  to  time,  be  they  ever  fo  iaduftrious  to  baniik 
them.     The  abfurdity  of  the  things,  which  they  fay  and  do  ia 
the  madnefs  of  their  debauches  ;  the  contemptiblcnefs  of  their 
condition,  while  they  languifti  under  the  dkSU  of  them :  the 
miferable  wages,  which  they  receive  for  their  hard  fervitude  to 
low  app)ctites  ;  the  nieannefs  of  going  on  with  what  they  have 
a  thoufand  times  refolved  to  leave  off^  th|$  wretched  (hifts,  that 
they  muft  ufe  to  fupport  the  expcnces  of  their  irregularities; 
the  embarrafirnents  into  which  the  mod  circumfpeft  of  them  are 
continually  running  by  unfair  pra&ices ;  the  grievous  di&p- 
pointmentd,  which  the  wifeft  of  them  experi^pe,  from  what 
promifed,  as  they  imagined,  the  trueft  and  high^  fatisfadioD; 
the  extraordinary  pains  which  they  have  taken,  to  be  nevef  die 
happier,  and  are  taking  ftiU,  only  to  be  farther  from  their  end 
than  ever  :  thefe  are  confideration^ ,  that  will  find  a  feafon  to 
make  their  way  both  into  the  gayeft  and  the  bufieft  minds,  and 
often  embitter  the  relifli  of  their  pleafures  and  their  profperitf, 
oven  while  they  are  at  the  height. 

IBut  when  any  remarkable  check  hath  been  given  to  the 
finner  in  his  courfe ;  whe|i  the  iniquitits  of  the  fraodukoc 
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have  expofed  him  to  difgrftoe>aiid  lof$»  or  the  extravagances  of 
the  fpeiulthrift  reduced  him  to  indigeitcet  when  the  ftrength 
aod  fpirits  of  the  difiblute  are  worn  out,  or  advancing  years- 
have  brought  on  (atiety  and  difguft :  then«  with  full  leifure  for 
thinking  of  their  doings*  and  perhaps  inabilitj  for  thinking  of 
any  thing  elfe«  to  See  that  they  have  (corned  the  diAates  of 
itafon  and  the  cbunfels  of  the  difcreet  and  good,  only  to  bes< 
come  miferable :  what  confufion  mufl  they  feel  from  it :  they, 
who  applauded  fo  highly  the  wifdony  of  their  own  way  of  life^ 
as  the  only  one  worth  living  for,  and  ridiculed  with  fuch  un- 
fpeakable  contempt  the  iilly  Icraples  of  the  poor  virtuous 
man,  whole  coodoA  they  now  find  fo  vaftly  preferable  to  their 
own ! 

But  farther :  this  inward  felf-difpleafure  and  diflike  will,  in 
foch  cafes,  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  cenfure  and  upbraiding 
of  the  world,  redoubled  dpon  them  when  they  can  bear  it  leaft. 
Sinners  in  diftrefs  are  ufually  defpifed  and  condemned  by  their 
tery  tempters,  and  partners  in  fin.  All,  whom  they  have  in- 
jured, will  claim  a  righA  to  infult  them.  Thofe,  to  whom  they 
apply  for  affiftance  or  comforti  will  have  a  fpecious  plea  for 
di&regarding  and  rqeding  them.  The  generality  will  be  eager 
to  fhew  the-  fuperiority,  fome  of  their  goodnefs^  and  fome  of 
their  prudence,  by  reproaching  them  bitterly  for  their  want  of 
both.  Even  the  beft  and  beft«natured  perfons,  while  they 
iioum  over  them,  muft  remind  them  how  unwife  they  have 
been ;  and  on  proper  occafions  mention  them  as  warning  to  o- 
thers.  LCf  ibis  is  the  man^  that  made  not  Godbisjlrengtby  but 
Jhreugtbened  bimfelf  in  bis  wiciedne/s*.  Now  think,  I  beg 
you,  what  muft  their  feelings,  amidft  all  this,  be  ! 

Buty  befides  die  ihame  of  folly,  they  have  a  much  worfe 
kind  to  undergo,  that  of  guQt,  from  the  confcioufnefs,  that 
their  behaviour  kath  been  wrong  and  unworthy  and  of  ill  de« 
fert.  For  with  what  indifference  foever  many  may  afied  to 
fpeak  of  this,  all  have  at  times,  a  fenfe  of  it  extremely  acute. 
Let  any  one  aik  his  heart,  what  it  thinks,  when  ferioufly  dif- 
pofed,  of  iagratitode  for  the  being,  which  God  hath  beftowed 
on  us,  and  the  Ueffings,  prefent  and  future,  which  he  hath  pro«> 
vided  for  us  :  of  wilful  and  contemptuous  difobedience  to  laws, 
fo  reafoaable  and  beneficial,  as  he  bath  enjoined  us ;.  fo  fcorn* 
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fally  flighriag  fnch  offers  of  pardon  and  acceptance^  as  our 
blefled  Redeemer  hath  purchafed  for  us  by  his  deaths  and  made 
us  in  his*  gofpel ;  of  neglefiing  the  means  appointed  for  our 
fpiritual  improvement,  quenching  the  inward  fuggeftions  of  our 
heavenly  monitor,  and  doing  defpiti  unto  the  fpirit  of  grace* ^ 
Let  any  one  refieA  what  His  deliberate  fentiments  are  of  falfe- 
^ood  and  treachery,  of  opprei&on  and  violence,  of  cruelty  and 
implaoability,  of  hard-heartednefs  and  infenfibility  ;  what  im- 
preffions  it  naturally  makes  on  him  to  fee  innocence  betrayed 
to  ruin  under  pretence  of  tender  affedion,  the  peace  and  houoar 
of  families  violated,  or  the  due  order  of  fociety  deftrojed,  to 
gratify  a  lewd  appetite  ;  to  fee  a  rational  creature  degrade  him- 
felf  below  a  beaft  by  intemperance,  and  abandon  thofe  to  d]£> 
trctfs,  for  whom  he  is  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  to  make  pro- 
vifion.  How  do  thefe  things  look  in  others  ?  How  wonid  tttey 
look  to  you,  if  you  were  the  fuffcrer  by  them  ?  Only  rexnem* 
ber  therefore,  that  they  are  jtiH  the  fame,  when  you  are  the 
doer  of  them  ;  and  then  fay,  if  wickednefs  of  every  kind  doth 
not  abound  in  guilt,  and  merit  fevere  puniihment. 

Indeed  hath  not  every  (inner,  efpecially  at  his  firft  eotrance 
into  fin,  had  powerful  convidions  of  this  truth :  found  that  there 
were  perfons,  whom  he  could  not  fee  without  confufioo  and 
difmay  ;  adions,  which  he  could  not  think  of,  without  hating 
himfclf?  And  what  can  make  any  one  amends  for  being  in 
fuch  circiimltances  ?  He  may  hope  indeed,  that  in  time  he  iball 
get  rid  of  thefe  trouhlefome  fenfations  ;  and  may  perfoade  him* 
fclf,  that  afterwards  he  ihall  be  In  as  good  a  Condition,  as  if  there 
were  uo  g round  for  them.  But  furely  moft  abandoned  muft 
they  bc>  who  can  delight  in  fuch  an  imagination  :  who  having 
once  known  what  fhame  is,  can  be  content  to  live  on  in  a 
courfe  of  Iharatful  actions  in  hopes  of  loiing  by  degrees  the 
perception  of  which  are  fo,  and  which  otherwife*  What  (hould 
we  thiiik  of  a  perfon,  who  aft^r  difcerning  clearly  the  defpica^ 
blench  of  folly,  fhould  confent  to  be  changed  into  an  idiot, 
merely  that  he  might  play  the  fool  ^without  reftraint  from 
within  ;  and  ihould  fancy  it  to.be  comfort  enough,  that  then 
he  fhould  not  know  the  difference  ?  Yet  this  man  would  be 
chiefly  an  cbjefl  of  pity  :  but  the  others,  of  utter  deteilation. 
And  even  this  ignominious  hope  of  theirs  will  certainly  de« 
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ceivc  them.  Eor  the  facility  of  moral  refle£Hon,  confcience, 
is  pjanted  in  us  bj  our  Maker  for  this  very  purpofe,  that  we 
may  approve  or  condeiun  ourfelves,  according  as  we  aft 
well  or  ill ;  and  if  our  underftandings  be.  at  all  cultivated  by 
education,  it  ufually  gains  vigour  enough  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe, and  cannot  cafily  be  rooted  out.  Whether  we  will  be 
the  better  for  its  admonitions  is  in  our  own  power ;  elfe  we 
fliould  not  be  free  agents  :  but  feel  them  we  rauft.  And  the 
many  contrivances,  which  the  vicious  ufe  to  lay  the  fenfe  of 
their  vilcnefs  afleep,  and  the  defperate  refolutions  which  they  . 
frequently  take  when  they  cannot  do  it,  are  abundant  proofs, 
how  (harp  the  pain  of  guilty  refleftion  may  become.     . 

Some  indeed  profligately  boaft  of  having  got  over  it:-  and  a  , 
few  perhaps  may ;  though  not  near  fo  many,  as  will  at  times 
pretend  they  have.  But  what  Jong  and  tormenting  druggies 
muft  they  probably  have  experienced  firft  :  and  in  how  de- 
plorable a  Hate  muft  the  benumbing  and  ftupifying  of  fo  im- 
jortant  a  principle  of  their  nature  have  left  them  !  The  lofs  of 
bodily  feeling  and  motion  is  but  a  faint  image  of  it,  and 
after  all  no  one  can  be  fecure,  that  fomething  may  pot  ft  ill 
awaken  this  dormant  power,  when  he  leaft  expeft*  it.  Som« 
great  and  mortifying  difappointment,  fome  fetnarkable  ftroke 
of  God's  providence,  fome  alarming  paflage  iu  his  word,  fome 
afFefting  difcourfe  from  the  pulpit,  fome  experimental  confef- 
fion  of  a  fellow  finncr,  nay  nxerely  fome  inftantaneous  turn  in 
his  mind,  for  which  it  is  impoflible  to  accoun^,  may  prcfent  on 
a  fudden  a  moft  tremendous  view  of  himLlf  to  his  own  eyes  : 
or  fome  other  perfon  may  be  induced  or  provoked  to  lay  his 
crimes  in  order  before  his  face,  perhaps  before  the  world.  And 
then,  whatever  afccndant  he  may  have  gained  over  his  con- ^ 
fcience  before,  impofing  on  it  with  fpecious  colours,  or  calling 
off  Its  attention  from  his  paft  behaviour,  yet  then  he  will  be 
forced  to  behold  things  as  they  are ;  and  apper^r  not  only 
v;retched  and  guilty  to  himfelf,  but  an  objeft  of  abhorrence  to 
others-  Now  general  bad  opinion  is  hard  enough  to  be  borne, 
even  when  the  mind  is  fupported  by  innocence :  but  when  in- 
famy is  accompanied  with  the  conviftion  ol-  deferving  it,  al- 
moft  intolerable.  For  the  feeling  is  not  o-ilv  dreadful  in  itfclf, 
but  fills  the  foul  with  endlefs  jealoufies  r.iid  iufpicions,  dlftrac- 
tin^T  horrors  and  fears,  even  of  dangers  the  leaft  probable, 
Wickednefs^  condemned  by  her  own  wUne/s,  14  very  timorous  :  and 
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being  preffedwiib  confcience^  alujaysforecaftetbgnroous  tbuegs^, 
THfe  wicked  are  like  the  troubled  fea^  when  it  cannot  reft^  vibofe 

.waters  cajl  up  mire  and  dirt :  There  if  no  peace^fakb  my  God^ 
to  the  wiciedf.  Whofc  notice  focvcr  they  efcape,  the  very  worft, 
the  bafeft  of  their  deeds  lie  conftantly  open  to  his  view  :  and 
vfhztjbame  offaceX  and  dread  of  heart  muft  that  awful  reed- 
le&ion  excite  ! 

Sometimes  indeed  thefe  inward  pangs  drive  men,  as  it  was 
intended  they  fliould,   to  deep  humiliations  to  prayer  for  par- 

.don,  to  laying  hold  on  God's  mercy  through  the  merits  of 
Chrifl,  to  zealous  amendment,  through  the  aid  of  the  holy 
Spirit.  ^And  then  it  is  doubtlefs  happy  to  have  felt  them; 
but  bjb  no  means  to  have  committed  the  iniquity,  that  caufed 
them  :  for  ap  equally  devout  application  to  heaven  with  a 
greater  degree  of  innocence,  would  have  been  flill  more  gnci- 
oufly  received,  and  more  bountifully  rewarded ;  unleis  they  to 
whom  many  fins  are  for  given ,  love  mucb^^  and  work  diligently 
in  proportion  ;  which  many  unqueftionably  have  done  :  but 
who  can  promife  himfclf  that  h^  fliall  do  it,  and  fhall  be  allow- 
ed to  experienced  the  joy  of  doing  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  as  the 
f elf- condemnation,  which  produced  .this  mighty  change  muft 
have  been  extremely  painful  during  the  accomplifhment  of  it; 
fo  afterwards,  and  perhaps  long  afterwards,  it  may  prove  a 
burthen  heavy  enough  to  convince  a  very  fincere  convert,  that 
an  early  and  continued  obedience  would  have  been  much  pre- 
ferable to  his  trueft  repentance.  And  therefore,  as  mofi  6a- 
n«^3  endeavour  to  quiet  thcmfelves  with  a  profped  of  repent- 
ing fome  time  or  another,  they  ought  moft  feriouily  to  con- 
fider,  what  remorfe  and  ^ejedion  they  are  treafuring  up  for 
themfelves  in  the  mean  while,  though  they  (hould  do  at  laft 
what  fach  artful  offeiiJers  have  little  caufe  to  believe  they  e- 
ver  fhall.  Obferve  but  the  cafe  of  thofe,  to  whom  the  text  im- 
mediately relates.  They  were  made  free  fromfin^  as  the  next 
,verfc  tells  us,  they  had  brought  forth  fruit  unto  bolinefs^  thej 
were  in  the  way  to  everlafling  life  :  yet  the  apoftle  calls  their 
pafl  faults,  knowing  doubtlefs  what  hefaid,  thofe  things  where* 
efye  are  now  afhamed.  And  indeed  let  any  one  in  the  fame 
condition  fay,  whether  his  comforts  are  not  often  embittered, 

and 

V 
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and   his  profpefi:  clouded,  bj  mortifying  remembrances  of  his 
fon&er  tranfgreffions :  whether  he  ha^h  not  frequently  return- 
ing doubts  of  God's  forgivenefs  ;  whether  he  well  knows,  how  • 
.  to  forgive  himfelf. 

But   very  commonly  ihame  comes  at  hft  to  furroutid  tht 
finner  on  all  fides  in  fuch  a  manner,    that  he  is  afliamed  to  re- 
pent,   though  he  perceives  the  necefSty  of  it  in  the  ftrongeft 
light :  and  between  his  agitations  of  this  kind,  and  the  tyran- 
ny of  his  unlawful  defires,  authorifed  by  habitual  indulgence, 
he  IS  reduced  to  the  mod  lamentable  ftate  that  the  preft^ht  life  9 
knows   or  can  know  :    continuing  the  pradice  of  wickednefs 
with  his  eyes  open  to  all  its  deformities  and  dangers :  con-  , 
demning  and  abominating  himfelf  for  what  he  doth,  yet  going  . 
on  to  do,  what  h^  condemns  and  abominates. 

Thus  you  fee  what  internal,  as  well  as  external,  fufferings, 
naturally  belong  to  irreligious  courfes.  It  rouft  however 
be  ^knowledged,  that  though  always  to  be  expeded,  they  do 
not  always  arife  to  near  the  fame  height.  For  fometimes  the 
word  of  men  continue  in  the  nooft  unaccountable  profperity, 
of  health,  circumftances,  and  even  reputation.  Sometimes  alfo 
education,  example,  general  cuftom,  falfe  reafoning,  may  in  a 
confiderable  meafure  take  off  the  fliame  of  feveral  fins,  and 
give  a  fort,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  credit  to  them.  Some  perfons 
likewife  either  have  originally, '  or  £oon  acquire,  fuch  ah  in- 
fenfibility  of  heart  or  giddy  thoughtleflnefs,  that  they  do  not 
undergo  what  others  do,  when  they  have  afted  amifs.  And 
therefore,  left  any  poi&bility  Aould  remain  to  flatter  any  one^ 
that  he  may  be  wicked,  and  yet  efcape  what  he  deferves  for 
it,  the  apoftle,  to  deter  us  effeftually  from  fin,  hath  added  in 
the  text, 

III.  The  future  punilhment,  that  awaits  it,ybr  the  end  of 
thefe  things  is  death. 

That  awful  word  is  well  known  to  fignify,  in  many  places 
of  fcriptore,  a  ftate  of  mifery,  as  life  doth  of  happinels.  They 
are  here  placed  in  dired  oppofition  :  and  the  meaning  evident- 
ly is  what  our  Saviour  elfe where  expreiles :  ^hejejhall  go 
iitvay  into  everlqfting  puni/hment  \  hut  the  righteous  into  life 
ttirnal^. 

It  might  be  Tcry  fufficient  to  determine  the  choice  of  man, 
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that  wkkednefs  efTcntialljr  tends  to  produce  mifeiy  to  its 
authors,  and  generally  doth  produce  it,  though  now  aad  then 
the  cafe  were  10  prove  otherwife.  But  God  is  further  con* 
cerned  :  and  the  attributes  of  his  nature  and  the  honour  of  his 
government  require,  that  no  one  finner  fliall  ever  have  caufe, 
upon  the  whole,  to  rejoice  in  his  iniquities,  and  plorj  in  his 
difobedicnce.  If  our  Maker  is  all  wife  and  almigbty>  he  can 
provide  for  this  :  if  he  is  juft  and  holy,  he  will.  For  tile  this 
World  of  his  would  be  ruled,  as  ^^e  ourfelves  ca.11  ftel,  ar<d 
^  much  more  then  muft  he,  that  it  ought  not.  Pollibly  fo  muiufe 
a  regard  may  appear  to  fome,  beneath  him.  But  if  it  wrs  net 
beneatii  him  to  create  all  things,  it  can  never  be  fo  to  c^nd^Acl 
them  to  their  proper  end.  If  he  fuperinrends  contiouRlly,  a« 
he  doth,  even  the  leail  part  and  movement  of  the  material  crev* 
tion,  can  it' be  unfit  for  him  to  watch  over  the  adion!>  of  rati- 
onal beings  ?  For  what  is  there  worthy  of  his  attention,  if  they 
be  not  ? 

Thefe  confiderations,    confirmed  by  our  inbred  fenfe  of  tlie 
ill  defert  of  wickednefs,  yet  oppofed  again  by  inftanccs  of  i» 
feeming  impunity,  and  by  the  frequent  calamities  of  the  good, 
raifed  in  tht  minds  of  men,  from  age  to  age,  prcplexing  doubts 
concerning  the  providence  of  God ;  to  which   however  all  other 
things  around  them  gave  fdll  teilimoiiy.  Sometimes  tV.ey  folvcd 
the  diiRcuity,  by  difcovering  that  the  feeming  happinc fs  of  iht 
wicked  was  not  real:  fometimes  by  obferving  that  it  foon  end- 
ed in  great  mifery.     Yet  they  were  often  forced  to  take  refuge 
and  intrench  themfelves  in  their  general  afTurance  of  the  divine 
juft  ice ;    though    ^hen  and  how  exercifed,    they  knew  not. 
Bat  there  being  no  appearance  at  all  of  a  conilant  and  propor- 
tionate exercife  of  it   in  this  life,  the  wifeft  and  befl  cf  ihem 
reafonably  concluded,  there  mufl  be  another,  dtfigncd  to  rec- 
tify whatever  was  wrong  here.     Yet  a  future  ard  unfeen  flite 
of  exiftence,   in  which   we  were  not  to  /hare,  till  our  prefent 
frame  was  difTolved,    had    the  look    of  ^n  objed  too  retnct« 
for  human  faculties   to  difcem  with  certainty :  fo  that  many 
good  men  were  tempted  to  quefticn  it ;  and  thofe  of  an  oppcfuc 
charatler  too  eafily   brought   their. fclves  to  diibclievc  it.    At 
leaft  the  conviAions  andprefages  of  it,  which  they  ir.duflrioul^y 
lliflcd,  had  no  uniform  influence  nn  their  cordu£k.     And  there- 
fore, after  various  intimations  of  this  gieat  truth  giver  Ucvx 
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abore,  to  the  earlieft  ahd  following  ages,  for  fome  confirmatloa 
cf  what  reaCon  fuggcfted,  God  hath  made  it  fully  kuown  to  us 
chriftlans,  that  he  hath  appointed  a  day^  in  the  swhich  he  will 
Judge  the  world  in  righteoujnefs  by  that  man  wham  he  hath 
ordaiued*:  a  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  0/  his  righteous  Judge* 
rnent ;  when  he  will  render  to  every  f»an  according  to  his 
deeds  ;  to  t^em  that  obey  not  the  truths  hut  obey  unrighteouf* 
nejs^  indignation  and  wrath^  tribulation  and  anguijhy  upon 
evsry  foul  of  man  that  doth  evif\;  So  that  now,  to  ufe  the  ' 
words  oi  fob,   hell  is    naked^  and  deJlruBion  hath  no- cover  ^ 

Here  then  is  a  confideration,  before  which  fiU  that  can  be 
faid  or  imagined  in  favour  of  fin  vanifhes  at  once.  And  were 
it  con  dandy  as  {^roduflive  of  pleafure  and  profit  and  edeem  iu 
the  world,  and  j^s  confillent  with  peace  in  our.own  brealla,  as  ic 
ufually  is  the  contrary,  yet  would  not  a  mumt:nt's  deliber«> 
aticB  be  necefTary  in  order  to  renounce  it.  For  what  God  will 
puniih,  never  let  man  hope  to  be  happy  in* 

The  very  apprehenfion  of  his  punifhing,  the  feaffal  looJ^ing 
for  of  judgement  and  fiery  iiydignationS^  which  no  one,  who 
believes  in  God  and  difobeys  him,  can  poi&bly  avoid  long  to* 
gether,  is  enough  to  four  the  very  fweeteft  of  unlawful  enjoy- 
ments, and  in  the  midft  of  mirth  to  fink  the  heart  with  heavi- 
sefs.  Let  every  finnejr  confult  his  own  heart,  if  it  be  not.  Or 
how  little  foever  he  may  feel  or  dread  this  at  prefenr,  jct  no 
©ne  can  tell,  how  foon  and  how  deep  the  arro^ius  of  the  AU 
mighty  may  be  fixed  within  him^  the  poifon  of  them  drink  up 
his  fpirit^  and  the  terrors  ofGodfet  themfehes  in  array  againji 
bim\\-  Or  could  he  go  on  fpeaking  peace  to  himfelf  through 
life,  yet  the  approach  of  death  may  roufe  him  on  a  fudden 
from  this  dream,  and  croud  fuch  horrors  into  the  fmall  remain- 
der of  his  days,  as  will  far  exceed  the  longed  enjoyments  of 
paft  fin ;  horrors  accompained  with  the  infupportable  aggra- 
vation, that  fo  far  as  man  can  Judge,  they  fcize  him  too  late  to 
do  good. 

But  what  avails  it,  if  the  wiv'ked  could  efcape  the  previous 
fears  of  judgement,  fince  they  cannot  efcape  the  judgement  it* 
felf?     For  behold  the   day  comet h^  that  Jball  burn  as  an  oven^ 

and 
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366  The  Preftnt  aniTuturt  Li/advantages  Ser.  LXXII. 

and  all  that  do  wickedly  Jhall  htJluhhU^  and  tbe  day  that  cvm^ 
€th  Jball  hum  them   up^  faith  the  Lord  ofHofts^.      As  Co  the 
particulars  of  this  punifliment,  curiofitj  is  bj  no  means  ilic 
difpoficion  it  was  intended  to  raife  :    and  for  the  degree  and 
duration  of  it,  we  are  incompetent  and  partial  judges  of  our 
own  deferts,  even  in  onr  moft  ferious  hours  ;    and  much  lets 
are  we  qualified  in  the  fcafcns  of  thoughtlefs  gaiety  and  bold 
felf-confidence.     God  alone  knows  what  is  juft  and  i^uifi:e : 
and  from   his  declarations  we  tnuft   learn   ouf  fate :    whole 
threatnings  are  in  all  refpefts  as  alarming  as  words  can  difcribe^ 
and  we   may  alTure  ourfelves  they  will  not  be  found  vain  ter- 
rors.      Undu^btedly  the  fufierings  of  men  will  be  as  difieient 
hereafter,  as  their  guilt  is  here.     But  whofocver  fliall  fin  p«- 
fumpruouflj  in  hopes  of  a  light  punifiiment,  will  bj  that  verj 
punifiiment  merit  a  heavy  one.     And  who  is  able  to  conceive» 
to  what  the  lovvcft  degree  may  amount,  of  the  mifery  that  will 
then  proceed,  from  the  final  and  ezemplarj  vengeance  of  omni- 
potence on  impenitent  offenders,  from  the  bitter  refledioos  of 
their   own   confciences   on  their    folly  and  vilcncfs,  in  fsA 
difobejing   God,  injuring  their    fellow-creatures,   pervenii^ 
themfelves,  then  refufing  tl^p  reconciliation  which  their  Creator 
ofiercd  them,   their  Redeemer  died  to  obtain  for  them^  their 
Sandtifier  was  ready  to  apply  to  them  ;  and  laftly  from  the  ab- 
fence    of  all  comfort  and  all  hope   in  thofe   regions,   v:h€rt 
their  worm  dieth  fiot,  and  their  Jire  is  not  quenchedf?    TorfuA 
are  the  dwellings  of  the  wicked  i  and  this  is  the  place  of  him^ 
that  knoweth  not   GodX>     Can  thy  heart  endure^  or  can  thy 
hands  he  firong,   in  the  day  that  IfJjall  deal  with  thee  /  I  the 
Lord  have  fpoien  it^  and  will  do  «>J. 

The  fubjeft  is  much  too  dreadful  to  be  enlarged  on  farther: 
and  it  would  ill  become,  did  not  the  miniftry  committed  to  m 
require  it^  ^ne  finner  to  denounce  againft  another,  terrors  like 
ihefe.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  make  the  heart  of  the  rigbteom 
fadj  whom  God  hath  not  made  fad\\  ;  or  affright  the  penitent, 
humble,  vigilant  believer  vi\l\\  devouring  fire  and  everlajitg 
burnings^  ;  inftcad  of  teaching  them  to  rejoice  and  triumph, 
that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them,  tob^  are  in  Cbri/l  Jefus^** 
But  whatever  wilful  or  habitual  tranfgrcffor,  whatever  perfon 

hidieno 

•  Mal*iv.  T.       t  Ifa.  Ixvi.  24.  Mark  ix.  44,  A$f  4*'       ♦  Jol>  *''"*  ''• 
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hitherto  indifferent  or  inattentive  to  the  ftatc  of  his  foul,  at  anj 
time  hears  us,  to  him  we  muft  faj,  if  there  be  anj  conviftion 
of  yoar  danger  awakened  in  jour  breaft,  do  not  fupprefs  it, 
do  not  run  away  from  it,  do  not  fufier  companj,  amufement 
or  bufinefs  to  wear  it  off :  but  go,  and  in  fecret  bewail  your- 
felf  before  God,  earneftly  beg  pardon  and  grace  for  the  merits 
of  your  crucified  Redeemer,  throw  yourfelf  entirely  on  the 
mercy  freely  offered  in  his  name,  firmly  refolve,  in  confidence 
of  his  flrength,  not  your  own,  againft,  all  fin,  all  imprudence, 
all  negligence  for  the  future ;  and  recoUeft  ev^ry  day  of  your 
lives  that  folemn  admonition :  Be  not  deceived-,  God  is  not 
mocked:  wbatjoever  a  man  fowetb^  that  JbaU  be  alfo  reap. 
For  be  that  fowetb  to  bis  flejh^  JbaU  of  the  JUJb  reap  cor^ 
ruption :  hut  be  that  fowetb  to  the  Spirit j  fball  of  the  Spirit 
nap  lift  ^erlqfting*, 

•  Gal.  vi.  7,  t. 
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Arden^  Duties  of  Obtaikikg  Piett  and  Virtue,  etxi 
Fatoured  by  the  Almightt. 
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Bkjfttl  are  tbey  wlicb  do  hunger  and  thirft  after  rigbtevufnifti 
for  the fjhall  he  filled. 

TTTHATEVER  objcftions  the  vain  or  vicious  make  a- 
'  ^^    gainft  religion,  they  luuft  allow,  if  thcj  have  anj  regard 
to  truth  remaining,  not  only  that  nothing  elfe  promifes  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter,  but  that  nothing  isfolikdj  to  give  happinefa 
even  here,  as  that  difpofition  of  mind,  to  which  religion  pr<»- 
pofes  to  bring  us.     For  he,  who  loves  God  fincerdy,  and  obcn 
him  willingly,  and  trufts  in  him  cheerfully ;  who  delights  ia 
doing  juftice  and  fliewing  goodnefs  to  his  fellow-creatures ;  vA 
takes  pleafure  in  regulating  his  condu6l  by  the  diSates  of  rea. 
fon  and  fcripture ;  ftudying  to  be  ufeful  in  his  (fellon,  and  keep- 
ing his  heart  (hut  againft  every  hurtful  indulgence,   while  h€ 
ooeni  it  in  a  proper  degree  to  every  innocent  gratification,  bath 
unqucftionably  the  trueft  enjoyment  of  hb  being,   that  is  pof- 
fible.     He  deftroys  not  his  health  by  intemperance,  ncr  his 
fortune  by  extravagance,  nor  his  charader  by  criminal  or  mean 
behaviour.     He  generally  obtains  cftcem  and  friendfhip  from 
others  ;  and  he  always  feels  the  mod  comfortable  teftimooj  ^ 
liis   own  confcience.     Whatever  he  denies  himfelf,  or  pans 
with,  it  is  for  a  valuable  confi deration,  the  difcharge  of  bis 
duty :  whatever  he  fuSers,  he  efcapes  the  grcatcft  of  evils,  it. 
morfe  and  fhame :  and  he  enjoys  the  greateft  good,  a  confcious 
fcnfe  of  the  divine  favour,  conducing  him  gracioufly  through 
the  r.fiVidions  of  this  life  to  an  endlefs  felicity  in  the  next,  that 
fhall  be  the  more  abundant  fov  them :  and  whete  ihall  we  find 
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upon  e^rth  a  fecurery  an  eafiery  a  more  jojful  fituation  i  right 
aftioBs,  it  muft  be  owned^  arc  often  accompaoiedy  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  a'  chrifttan  conrfe,  with  great  inward  draggles.  Bitt 
thej  diminift  continually,  in  proportion  as«  a  right  temper  is 
formed :  and  when  we  arrive  at  a  proper  maturity  in  good* 
nefs,  we  ihall  be  intirelj  free  from  diificoltiea,  fitid  abfolutely 
at  peace. 

But  then  it  is  obje^ed,  that  allowing  fucb  a  fiate  to  be  ever 
fb  happy»  we  have  no  profpeft  of  attaining  it  in  a  fufScient 
meafure  to  afford  us  any  feeling  of  that  'happinefs.  And  ex- 
perience is  iipagioed  by  too  many  to  confirm  this  apprehenfion. 
Moil  of  thofe  who  live  either  in  vice  or  negleQ  of  piety,  make 
at  one  time  or  other  warm  refolutlons,  and,  it  may  be,  vigo^ 
rous  attempts,  to  throw  off  wrong  habits  and  become  religious. 
But  they  find  il  an  unplea&ng,  laboriou3,  painful,  work.  And 
let  them  endeavour  as  carnefUy  as  they  will  i  nay,  be  ever  fo 
much  perfuaded  for  a  while,  that  they  have  gained  confiderable 
ground  ;  they  are  very  liable  to  relapfe,  mora  or  leis,  into  their 
former  tran^reflions  or  omiffions,  contrary  to  all  their  hopesi» 
Daunted  at  this,  tbey  draw  immediately  a  hafty  conclufion, 
that  nature  is  not  to  b^  altered,  and  cuftem  is  fecond  nature : 
that  it  would  be  well  for  them  indeed,  if  they  had  that  com*- 
numd  of  tbemfelves,  that  fome  have;  but  how  much  foever 
tbey  o^ay  envy  them,  they  rouil  of  force  be  coi\tent  with  their 
pwn  cenditioa  ;  for  it  fignifies  nothing  to  ft  rive  againil,  what 
Ihey  inhll  nev^r  get  the  madery  of,  or  afpire  to  what  they 
JhaU  never  arrive  at.  And  fo  they  fit  down  fatisfied  with 
this  plea,  lay  afj^  the  thought  of  growing  better,  and  then  of 
coorfe  grow  continually  worfe.  Yet  plainly,  if  endeavouring 
would  prevent  that  only,  it  would  .be  j^orth  while :  for,  next  to 
being  good,  being  as  little  bad  as  we  can,  i^  our  evident  intereft, 
with  refpe£l  to  both  worlds. 

But  we  may  juftly  hop^  for  much  more.  And  that  we  may 
not  doubt  of  it,  our  Saviour  hath  aifured  us  of  it.  In  the  very 
beginning  of  his  fermon  on  the  mount,  he  lays  it  down  :  Ble/-' 
Jtd  are  thty  which  do  hunger  and  thirjl  after  rigbteoufnefs  ;for 
they  Jball  he  filled*  Whoever  truly  defires  to  become  pious 
and  virtuous,  and  purfues  that  great  point  in  the  right  method, 
with  due  perfeverance,  ihall  never  fail  of  attaining  his  en4f 
And  the  whole  word  of  God  teacher  the  fame  thing.  Why 
then  inould  we  not  believe  it,  and'adt  on  that  belief?  if  we  aft 
without  it  indeed  \  our  attempts  will  be  ^s  faint  as  oiir  hopes. 
Vol.  II.  A  i»  a  3Qt 
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But  this  is  the  vi3ory^  that  overcameth  the  worlds  even  oitr 
faith  *•  Not  a  prefuaiptuons  faith  in  ouHelves  alone  :  tbtt 
will  certainly  deceive  us ;  and  is  the  very  cau£e,  that  fo  many 
fall  to  their  uttet  ruin,  when  they  thought  they  flood  firmed : 
but  a  truft  and  reliance  on  the^promifed  grace  of  God,  throngh 
hiip  who  died  to  obtain  for  us  power»-  as  well  as  pardon ;  a 
fixed  perfuafion,  that  w/  can  do  all  things  through  Chrijl  which 
Jlrengtheneth  us :  which  he  doth  by  a  double  aflurance,  of  pre- 
fenc  help,  as  well  as  a  future  reward.  This  help  he  hath  ez< 
prefsly  engaged  to  every  chriftian,  in  ^^erj  difficulty,  on  the 
reafonable  termft,  of  humbly  praying  for  it,  and  honcfily  mak- 
ing ufe  of  it.  What  ihould  hinder  us  then  from  working  oKt 
our  ownfalvation^  when  God  is  ready  to  work  in  U4  both  to  will 
and  to  do  f  /  both  good  defires,  and  the  accomplifliment  ol 
them  ?  Our  bad  inclinations  may  be  too  hard  for  us,  but  oot 
for  him.  He  will  certainly  qualify  us  for  what  he  commands 
and  expeds :  elfe  his  precepts  would  be  mockery,  and  bis  pn- 
nifhments  cruelty. 

But  Hill  it  is  alledged  by  many,  that  in  fad,  though  they  do 
both  endeavour  and  pray,  they  cannot  becoipe  good,  even  ia 
their  outward  behaviour  ;  muchlefs  in  their  hearts.  And  per- 
feftly  good  we  do  not  fay  they  can  become  at  prefeot :  but  why 
not  fufficiently  to  enjoy  from  it  much  peace  and  comfort  ?  L/t 
lis  examine  the  pretended  impoffibility  of  this  a  little  iporc  dif- 
tinftly.  It  is  confcfltd,  our  fpiritual  frame  is  weak^apd  was 
grievoufly  difordercd  by  the  fall.  But  however,  tffough  m 
ourjlejh^  to  ufe  |he  words  of  the  apoftlc,  dwelleth  no  goodthiag^ 
yet  after  the  inward  man  we  delight  in  tb4  Utv)  of  GoiX* 
Through  his  mercy  we  have  (till  right  and  worthy  principles, 
as  well  as  wrong  and  bad  ones.  We  have  Hill  difpofitions  ia 
our  breafts,  to  efteem  and  honour  goodnefs,  to  be  grateful  for 
benefits,  to  obferve  the  commands  and  fubmit  to  the  difpofal  of 
a  juil,  wife,  and  kind  fuperior.  Now  thefe,  direded  to  tbdr 
propereft  objeS,  Almighty  God,  are  love,  obedience  and  refig- 
nation  to  him,  in  which  confifts  a  fpirit  of  religion.  We  hare 
alfo  by  nature,  not  only  tender  affections  in  the  nearer  rdatioos 
of  life,  but  a  general  fenfe  and  approbation  of  honefiy  and  t^lt)^ 
of  good-will,  pity,  and  forgivenefs  towards  all  with  whom  wc 
^ve  to  do :    and  thefe  things  comprehend  our  duty  to  our 

neighl>c'«;r. 
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neighbour.  Then,  as  to  what  W€  owe  to  ourfelvcs  :  reafonablc  > 
creators  tnua  think  rcafon  ought  to  be  followed,  rather  thaa 
paffion  and  appetite  ;  rouft  condemn  the  exceffcs,  that  dcftrpy 
their  underftanding  or  health  j  ^nd  be  fliocked  at  violations  of 
decency  and  roodcftj.  So  that  in  truth,  we  have  the  feeds 
within  us  of  every  thing  good,  as  well  as  evil.  And  all  w« 
need. is,  to  cultivate  the  one,  and  pluck  up  the  other,  and  we 
are  what  we  ihould  be.  It  is  acknowledged,  we  h^ve  not 
firength  of  our  oWn  to  root  out  our  vices ;  and  our  virtue^ 
will  pever  bear  fruit,  without  kindly  influences  from  above. 
Bat  fince  God  is  ready  to  give  us  all  we  really  want,  we  may 
labour  with  full  as  much  aflurance  of  fucce^ding,  as  if  we  had 
it  of  our  own* 

There  art  inftances  but  too  many,  of  perfons  bringing  thcm- 
Iclves  into  habits  contrary  to  reafon  and  nature  :  why  fhould 
it  be  impoffible  to  acquire  loch,  as  agree  with  both?.  We  can 
abftain  from  faults,  for  which  we  have  ever  fo  great  a  love» 
Mfhtn  our  intereft  requires  it,  when  fome  favourite  pujfuit  or    . 
fancy  is  ferved  by  it.     This  cannot  therefore,  4n  general,  be 
extremely  difficult  :^or  very  often  the  motive  of  fuch  felf-denial 
is  trifling  enough.     And  why  do  we  then  perfuade  ourfelves, 
that  love  of  God  and  our  duty,  and  hope  of  eternal  happinefs, 
and  fear  of  eternal  mifery,  cannot  have  an  equal  irifluence  upon 
us?  The  truth  is,   we  need  but  try  heartily,  and  we  fliall  find 
it  can^  fliall  find  that  we  are  Mp  by  a  firm  refolutibn,  founded 
oo  faith  in  hes^ven,  to  abftain  from  any  one  finful  adion  what^ 
ever :  and  therefore,  by  repeating'  the  refolution,  from  any 
number  of  fuch  adions.'  • 

Indeed,  merely  reftratning  the  outward  a£ts  of  vice,  is  not 
being  virtuous :  Virtue  confifts  in  the  inward  difpofition  of  the 
'  heart.     But  a  courfe  of  fuch  rellraints  uniformly  carried  on 
•with  that  view,  will  as  certainly,  in  time,  change  our  difpofi- 
tions  in  this  refped,  as  we  fee  it  d6th  in  all  others.     We  grow 
contented,  and  pfcafed,  by  degrees,  with  every  place,  and  every 
wzy  of  life,  we  are  put  into «  and  become  fond  at  laft,  of  what 
live  were  once  quite  indifferent  abooc ;  nay,  of  what  wc  difliked 
jrcTy  much.     But  befides  the  general  force  of  cuftom,  there  is 
a.  peculiar  complacency,  connected  by  our  Maker  witii  the  per- 
formance of  our  duty  ^  which  the  longeft  habit  of  fin,  cannot 
fo  entirely  extinguifli,  but  that,  whenever  we  return  to  the 
Tight  way,  our  heart  will  applaud  us  for  every  ftcp  we  take ; 

A  a  a  a  '  joyful 
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joyful  profpefts  tvill  open  to  us,  and  invite  ns  on  through  eveiy 
difficult  J ;  till  at  length  we  fliall  get  beyond  them^-and  fiikd 
tb$  ways  9fijoifdom pieafaiUnefs  ^  and  uii bir paibs^ ptBCe^^ 

Peiiiaps  this  may  not  be  fo  foon*  as  we  could  wi(h  or  expeft* 
Yet,  not  uncommon] J,  God  meets  the  very  firft  advances,  that 
he  hath  inclined  men  to  make  towards  him,  and  changes  their 
hearts  almoft  totally  .at  once.  But  be' it  ever  fo  long«  ^vfaat 
have  we  clfe  to  do,  but  go  on  and  wait  bis  time  ?  Attainiog  s 
religtoMS  ftate  of  mind  is  not  a  matter,  at  which  one  woald  aitt 
only,  if  it  could  be  acquired  in  a  (faort  fpace,  and  with  litde 
trouble.  It  is  the  great,  the  one  thing  that  weh«f«  to  be  con- 
cerned about  in  life :  what  muft  be  doa^^,  or  we  are  mUbrable  % 
And  'if  once  done  well,  makes  us  liappy  for  evert  Thereibre, 
how  flow  or  how  dtiEcult  our  progrefs  may  be,  is  Uttle  to  die 
purpofe:»vfe  ihould  go  on  with  more  pAeafure  indeod,  if  we 
went  on  f after  and  imoother :  but  our  bufinefs  is  to  go  oti  as 
we  can.  And  whoever  hath  ftrcngth  enough  to  make  a  ftud, 
may  quickly  have  enough  to  gain  ground  ^  and,  by  porfiiiiig 
his  advantage^  will  undoubtedly  at  length  gain  a  complete 
yiftory. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  how  often  this  fails  to  be  the  caih«  Bof 
the^reafon  is :  either  niendonot  fet  about  reforming  themfdvea 
with  the  fincertty,  the  fpirit  and  the  prudence,  that  tficy  d9 
about  other  points  of  importance  ^  ot  they  have  not  patience  to 
perfift  in  it. 

Mofl  people,  far  from  wiihing  to  mend  their  fimks,  are  vtrj 
unwilling  to  know  that  they  have  any.  Now  what  can  be  the 
meaning  of  thii  ?  In  all  other  employments,  whoever-  is  de- 
firotts  to  do  well,  examines  carefully  into  the  defefts  of  hiA 
own  work,  receives  with^hankfulnefs  the  judgement  ol  his 
friends,  turns  to  ufe  even  the  cenfures  of  his  enemies ;  and  from 
whencefoever  the  knowledge  of  any  imperfeftion  comes,  bath 
no  quiet,  till  he  hath  corrected  it  to  the  heft  of  hb  power.  Bot 
is  it  thus  we  a&ed  in  the  government  of  our  hearts,  and  the 
conduft  of  our  lives?  If  not,  whence  comes  the  difiereoce? 
t)oubtlefs  from  hence,  that  we  are  not  fo  finceve  in  one  caie,  as 
the  other.  It  is  not  rigbieoufnefs^  P^^^y*  ^^^  virtue,  that  we 
lunger  and  tbirfi  after  ;  but  a  fair  {how,  even  thongh  it  be  a 
fdfe  one,  to  others  and  ourfelves;     We  have  fmatt  regard  to 

what 
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whit  promoces  ito(  this  :.-Bzid "what  U&xa  it,  we  confider  only 
a&in  iDJiuy  sad  a  lo(^i  not  at  all  as  aa  opportaaitj  given  ii« 
of  reforming  and- improTijig  oor  hearts  aadlives»  nocwitbftand* 
iag.  that  we  profcis  the  ftrcmgeiil  defire  of  it« 
.  Bqt  fuppofe  a  perlba  ever  £9  defiroos  to  conqaer  fome  vices» 
yet  if  he  indulge  others  i  or  fappofe  he  endeavours  to  get  rid 
pf  all  immoraliueSy  jet  ifbfe  allow  himfelf  in  profaneneis  or 
Ibrgetfulnefs  of  God,  his  aim  is  inconfiftent,  and  he  muft  not 
hope  tx>  fucoeed.  fiverj  virtue  is  connefted  with  every  other 
virtue :  all  virtue  is  cannefted  with  religion :  and  they  will 
not  floutifli  apart.  Specious  appearances  there  may  be  :  bat 
i|OC  uGrfbl  realities.  We  muft  hunger  amd  tbir/l  a/ier  univer- 
bX  rigbuou/nefi^  not  one  part  oaly^  if  we  ezpeft  to  be  filled 
frott  above. 

Nay  chough  we  Ihoold  wiifa  to  grow  better  in  all  refpeAs, 
yet  wiflung  it  faintly,  and  attending  to  it  flightly,  will  never 
effiefi:  it*  If  we  make  riches,  or  power,  or  pleafure,  or  any 
thing  dfe  of  this  world,  our  great  aim  ;  and  look  upon  the  re* 
ligious  and  moral  government  of  ourfelves  as  an  inferior  mat- 
ter ;  not  to  be  overlooked  indeed,  but  requiring  only  ib  much 
regard,  as  tbefe  more  important  affairs  will  admit;  our  im^ 
pcovemeot  ia  it  wiU  be  very  little,  if  a^y  at  all :  For  we  can* 
n^firve  twornqfiet^e*:  But  did  we  once  fee,  and  will  keep  in 
mind,  that  piety  and  virtue  are  our  bufinefs  iiere ;  that  forming 
our  hearts  to  a  praAical  efteem  of  reafon  and  truth,  to  a  temper 
of  joftiee  aod  goodnels  towards  men,  of  reverence  and  obedience 
10  God^  of  love  to  Chrift,  of  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is  our 
main  concern,  compared  with  which  every  thing  elfe  is  no- 
thing :  it  would  make  a  wonderful  difference,  both  in  our  di- 
ligence an^  our  fncce&.  * 

But  iUU,  the  greaieil  diligence  may  fail,  tialefs  we  proceed 
in  a  proper  method.  If  we  refolve  againil  fin  ;  aiid  will  not 
refelve  to  be  on  our  guard  againft  the  things,  that  lead  us  into 
it:  If  we  defire  to  grow  in  grace  j-;  Bud  will  not  ufe  the 
means,^which  Grod  hadi  appointed  for  our  growth  in  it :  what 
wonder  is  it,  that  we  fail  ?  Nay,  though  we  take  the  righteft 
methods  im^iaaUe,  and  proceel  in  them,  for  a  time,  with  the 
gteateft  fpirit :  yet  if^  after  a  while,  we  become  wearied,  and 
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Jidnt  in  our  minds^^  and  leave  off;  all  our  paft  labour  will  be 
in  vain*  We  xsannot  indeed  keep  to  the  fame  pitch  cboftantlj : 
but  whenever  the  want  of  it  hath  betrayed  us  into  a  fisi(ilc» 
we  can  recover  and  raife  ourfelves  up  to  it  again.  Atld  thmigb 
a  frefli  repetition  of  the  fame  fault  wei^  to  fuoceed  often; 
yet,  recoUeftion  and  frefli  refolution  may  be  repeated  as 
often,  till  through  the  grace  'of  God  they  become  ef* 
feduaU 

But  here  people  ufually  objefl ;  they  cannot  refolve  a- 
gaiaft  fin  more  ilrongly,  than  they  have  dpiie  ;  yet  their,  for- 
mer refolutions  have  flood  them  in  no  ftead :  and  to  what  pur- 
pofe  is  it  to  make  more  !  Now  every  one  fees,  how  abfard 
this  way  of  thinking  would  be  in  the  affairs  of  common  li&. 
Scarce  any  one  fucceeds  at  the  firft  trial,  ufually  not  till  after 
.  many  trials,  in  almoft  any  thing  they  go  about  to  leanu 
And  yet  what  do  they  do  ?  They  endeavpur  on :  and  though 
perhaps  they  cannot  poilibly  be  more  in  earneft  *at  laft, 
than  they  were  at  firft,  yet  infenfibly,  themfdves  k^ir 
not  howj  they  overcome  the  difficulty  fo  intirely,  that  very 
often  neither  any  feeling,  nor  any  notion  of  it  remains. 

Let  us  therefore  imitate  their  perfeverance ;  and  not  be  im- 
patient, and  out  of  hopes,  becauf*  of  a  few  failures :  alwajs 
think  lowly  of  what  we  have  done ;  but  always  highly  of  what 
through  God's  help,  we  may  do.  Being  uneafy  at  our  paft 
iniCcarriages,  is  indeed  a  duty,  fo  far  as  it  tegches  us  to  be  bum* 
blc,  to  alk  pardon,  and  ftrive  to  behave  better.  But  if  we  .do 
nothing  but  dwell  upon  and  aggravate  our- fault  to  our  own 
minds  ;  till  we  have  fo  little  opinion  of ,  and  fa  little  likbg  to, 
ourfelves,  that  we  have  no  bcart  to  let  about  amendment  ^  « 
fenfibility,  thus  exceflive,  defeats  its  own  end  9  nd  becomes  a 
new  fin,  added  to  all  the  former.  We  muft  therefore  never 
deipair,  and  give  up  our  cafe  as  incurable,  and  our  fouls  as  lofl  i 
for  they  are  not  fo.  God  is  our  ph3rfician  i  and  no  difeafe  is 
too  inveterate  for  him.  We  have  only  to  ftudy  and  follow  bis 
direaions  faithfully,  and  the  final  event  is  infiillible.  If  we 
fell  in  our  duty  j  we  may,  if  we  will,  from  that  very  faflurc 
get  more  ftrength  and  (kill  for  the  future :  by  oMcrving,  through 
what  wrongnefs  or  weaknefs  in  our  temper,  what  raflioefsor 
ne^ ligejM;e  ia  our  conduA,  the  advantage  againfi  us  was  gained; 
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and  thinking,  what  precautions  will  be  mod  efe£lu^  agatnft 
another  trial.  A  moderate  (hare  of  time  and  pains,  hOQe(|ly 
fpent  thus,  would  give  us  happy  earnefts  of  obtaining  at  length 
an  intirc  conqueft  :  which  however,  though  alwajs  poilible, 
will  be  much  the  .cafier  and  furer,  the  earlier  we  prepare  for 
and  engage  in  the  conflift  ;  before  we  give  the  enemy  leifure  to 
ftrcngthen  himfclf,  by  further  weakening  and  corrupting  us. 
My  fi^iy  gather  inftruBion  from  thy  youth  up  :  /o  Jhalt  ibou 
find  wifdom  till  thine  old  age>  Come  unto  her  as  one  that  plow^ 
eth  attdfoweth,  and  wait  for  her  good  fruits  i  for  thou fbalt  not 
toil  much  in  labouring  about  ber^  but  Jhalt  eat  of  her  fruits  right 
foori.'^^My  fon^  if  thou  wiltj  thoujhalf  be  taught :  and  if  thou 
apply  thy  mind^  ihoufhalt  be  prudent, ^^Let  thy  mind  he  upon 
tie  ordinances^  of  the  Lord^  and  meditate  continually  in  his  com^ 
mandments:  Vejhall  e/labli/h  thine  hearty  and  give  thee  wffdom 
at  thine  own  dejire^. 

But  fuppofing  the  wqrft,  that  we  have  been  negligent,  or  e-. 
vcn  grofly  finfut  in  time  paft ;  yet  not  only  reafon  and  the  pro- 
m?fc8  ©f  fcfipture,  but  experience  proves  the  poffibility  of  out- 
recovery.  Did  not  D^t;//?  recover  from  adultery  and  murder, 
l^anajfeh  from  idolatry,  Z^ccheus  the  public;^n  from  covetouf- 
ncfs  ahd  injuftice,  Peter  from  denying  Chrifl,  Paw/ from  blaf- 
phifniing  and  perfeciiting  ?  Have  not  multitudes  in  all  ages, 
many  in  our  own,  fome  perhaps  known  to  us,  recovered  from 
the  vifeil  ^fts,  froq\  the  longed  habits  of  fin  ?  Why  then  can- 
not we  do  what  they  have  done  ? 

It  muftbe  confefTed  indeed,  that  fome  l^ave  naturally  difpo- 
fitions  much  more  favourably  both  to  innocence  and  repentance, 
than  others.  But  God  hath  made  pone  of  his  creatures  inca. 
pable  of  what  he  made  them  fpr.  And  fince  he  condefcends  to 
,  help  us,  we  may  be  furc  he  will  help  us  as  much  as  ^e  renlly 
want.  The  weaknefs  of  man,  the  force  of  temptation,  the  dif*- 
ficulty  of  duty,  are  of  fmall  account,  where  the  Almighty  is 
I'eady  to  interpofe.  Our  own  ftrength  indeed  cannot  increafc,' 
in  proportion  as  our  trials  do :  but  that,  which  proceeds  Jfrom 
him,  can.  And  this  is  the  great  felicity  of  our  dependance  u- 
pon  him,  that  while  our  fenfe  of  continually  needing  his  aid  is 
•fitted,  beyond  all  things,  to  keep  us  humble  :'  our  aiTurance  of 
having  it,  if  we  will  afk  and  ufe  it,  gives  us  a  comfort  and 
a  fpirir,  that  nothing  clfe  can  eq^ual. 
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God  will  etrtaialj  eaable  us  to  do  everj-  thing  which  is  ne« 
ceiTarj  to  be  done.      And  though  he  may  poffibly  fuffer  us  to 
ftrive  againft  fome  of  our  fmaller  faults,  much  longer  and  more 
inefFe&ually,  than  we  could  wifli ;  jet  we  maj  be  aflUred^  be 
hath  wife  and  good  reafon^  for  exerciiing  us  with  fach  difficul- 
ties ;  and  provided  we  continue  tht  good  fight  with  patience  and 
courage,  whatever  labour  and  pain  it  majr  caofe  us  now,  it  Ihall 
not  hinder,  but  increafe  our  reward  hereafter;  and  the  profpeft 
of  that  is  abundaatlj  fufEcient  to  make  us  happy  in  the  meui 
\K'bi]e.     No  that  we  can  ever  fit  ourfelves  to  appear  before 
God,  and  be  juftified  in  his  fight,  on  the  footing  of  a  covenant 
of  works.     Par  be  from  us  the  haughty  imaginadoo.     We 
dcfire  to  be  accepted,  not  for  what  wp  have  done*  but  for  what 
our  blclfed  Redeemer  hath   done  on  our  accou^  :  and  to  hi 
found  in  him,  not  having  our  oivn  righteoufnefi^  which  is  of  iht 
laxMy  hut  that  which  is  through  th^  faith  ofChrift^  the  rigbtc* 
oufuefs  which  is  of  Godby  faith^*     After  this  we  are  to  bun- 
ger  and  thirjl  both  as  the  means  of  perfonal  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  ground  of  God's  accepting  it.     In  this  alone  we  are  to  hope 
firft,  and  rejoice  nfter wards. 

Yet  fill],  if  in  this  life,  only  we  had  hope  in  Chri/lf  we  nugh 
fometimes  be  of  all  men  mojl  miferable\.  Not  bat,  that,  t- 
ven  then,  a  fteady  courfe  of  virtue  and  religion  would  in  ge- 
neral be  evidently  for  the  intercft  of  mankind,  and,almoftof  e« 
very  individual.  But  after  all,  there  would  be  cafes  too  oftea 
happening,  in  which  the  trouble  of  combating  evil  inclinations 
and  habits  would  be  fo  great,  the  progrefs  in  goodneis  fo  ios* 
pcrfcd,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it  fo  precarious  and  ikort^livcd  \ 
that  human  refolution  muil  be  fuppofed  likely  to  ftagger  and 
faint,  under  fuch  trials.  But  (ince  we  are  aifured  of.enjoyiog 
to  eternity  in  perfefiion,  whatever  gr^ts*  wc  have  cultivated 
here  with  fincerity  \  the  toilfomenefs  of  the  work,  and  tlie 
flownefs  of  the  fuccefs,  ought  not  to  deter  us  in  the  leaft.  Let 
the  watchfulnefs  over  ourcondud«  the  reftraint  of  ovr  pai&ons, 
and  wrong  defircs,  be  evet  fo  uneafy ;  let  this  uneafinels  lift 
ever  fo  long ;  let  our  advancement,  after  doing  our  bell,  be- 
mixed  with  ever*  fuch  mortifying  failures  and  frailties :  jet, 
if  we  be  faithful  unto  the  end,  everyone  of  thefe  feeminglydif* 
couraging  circumftances  will  have  full  allowance  made  for  it, 
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and  be  mod  equitaWj  confidcred  to  our  advantage.  We  have 
only  to  take  care  of  our  duty ;  and  the  goodnefs  of  our  Maker 
will  be  ifure  to  take  care  of  our  happinefs,  Nor'is  it  indeed, 
could  we  but  think  aright,  of  very  great  conftquence,  whether 
we  begin  to  tafte  that  happinefs,  in  anj  coniiderabic  degree, 
during  our  momentary  life  on  earth  ;  which  however  truly 
good  perfons,  almoft,  if  not  abfolately  without  exceptions,  do  ; 
or  w^hether  it  be  referved  for  that  approaching  time,  when  all 
they,  that  have  hungered  and  ihirfted  after  righteoufnefs  here, 
Jball  he  abundantly  filled  with  the  plenttoufnefs  of  God's  houfe^ 
and  made  to  drink  of  the  rivcrof  his\pleafures*.  For  with  him 
is  fulnefs  ffjoy^  and  at  his  right  hand  there  are  pleafures  for 
evermore  \»,  Therefore^  my  beloved  brethren^  be  ye  fledfafl,  un-^ 
pioveable^alwajls  bounding  in  the  ivori  of  the'  Lord:  for af much 
as  ye  inow^  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  LordX- 
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Tun  religith  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is  iBb  r 
to  vijtt  the  father lefs  and  wdonl^t  in  their  affliBion^  amd  It 
ieep  himfelf  uvfpotted  from  the  worlds 

'X'O  undcrftand  the  meaning  of  thcfe  words  fitllj,  it  mail  be 
obferved,  that  St.  James  wrote  his  epiftle  to  the  Jeimjb 
believers  in  Chrifl;  many  of  whom  were  not  jet  fufficiently  ip- 
prized,  how  gtievouflj  the  traditions  of  their  elders  had  cor. 
r4ipted  religion.  For  long-rcceived  errors  are  feldom  entirdj 
call  oiFt  till  fome  time  after  the  truths,  which,  by  evident  con^ 
fequence,  prove  them  to  be  errors,  are  embraced.  Thefe  new 
converts  therefore,  being  accuftomed  from  their  infalicj  to  tbink 
very  highly  of  that  purity  of  faith  and  worfhip,  which  was 
their  principal  diftin&ion  from  the  heathen  world,  continued 
e^tn  after  they  were  chriftians,  to  give  it  an  undue  preference 
to  the  weight ieil  duties  of  common  life.  Their  opinion  of 
ceremonial  worihip  indeed  the  gofpel  hath  probably  lowered  : 
but  it  muft  have  increafed  their  efteem  of  faith.  And  though 
it  was  ^afy  to  underftand  that  no  faith  could  be  valuable,  on* 
lefs  it  brought  forth  the  good  fruit  of  univerfal  obedience ;  yet 
wrong  inclinations  led  many  to  miilake  the  matter :  who  ac- 
cordingly contenting  themfelves  with  a  fpeculative  belief,  and 
formal  devotion,  thought  and  fpoke  ill  of  thofe,  who  either 
differed  from  them  in  religious  tenets,  or  laid  any  great  flrefi 
on  moral  praftice.  Now  had  the  apoftles  indulged  imagiAa* 
tions  and  behaviour  fo  agreeable  to  cori-upt  nature,  undoubted- 
ly  they  would  have  gained  by  it  a  much  larger  number  of  dil- 
ciples.     But  they  had  notfo  learned  Cbri^*.     Eadi,  as  Dppor- 
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tanitj  prefentcd  itfelf,  diligentlj  qppofed  this  dreadful  pcrvef- 
fion  of  tbi  do6frine  according  to  godlinefs* ;  but  none  with  a 
warmer  xeal,  than  St.  James  ;  who,  preiiding  over  the  chrif- 
tiaas  of  yerufaUm^  muft  have  had  the  moil  experience  of  it. 
He  therefore,  throughout  this  whole  epiftle,  pleads  earneftly 
for  obferving  the  moral  duties,  beneficence  and  felf.govern* 
ment :  thn  latter  to.  be  exercifed  in  our  words,  as  well  a» 
adions. 

But  efpecially  in  the  text,  he  hath  exalted  them  fp  high, 
that  he  may  feem,  and  I  fear  hath  been  apprehended  by  feme, 
to  exclude  every  thing  elfe,  as  unnecelTary.  f^or  what  occafioa 
i$^there,  it  may  be  faidt  to  concern  ourfelves  about  a^s  of  plen- 
ty, when  we  are  plainly  told  by  an  apoftle,  that  a  good-natur- 
ed, inofienfive,  regular  life  is  the  whole  of  our  duty  ?  Now 
bad  the  apoitle  told^us  this^he  would  have  contradi£ted  both 
reafon  and  faimfelf.  .  If  right  fentiments  and  behaviour  be  re-* 
qnifite  in  fome  cafes ;  they  muft  in  all.  If  the  goo4 
qualities  of  our  fdlow^creatuves  deferve  proportionable  efteem, 
the  infinite  perfeftions  of  our  Creator  demand  the  higheft  po& 
fible  veneration.  -  If  we  owe  them  gratitpde  for  their  kind- 
neffefs,  which  they  do  us  ;  we  owe  beyond  comparifon  more 
to  him,  from  whofe  bounty  every  objed  and  c^vcry  capacity  of 
enjoyment  is  derived.  If  our  earthly  fuperiors  are  intitW 
to  refped  and  fubmifSon  ;  the  King  and  Lord  of  all  hath  aa 
unfpeakably  ftronger  claim,  that  we  (bould  pay  him  the  pro« 
foundalt  homage,  believe  his  infirudions,  and  do  his'  will  with* 
out  rcferve,  however  notified ;  be  abfolutely  refigned  to  his 
difpofal,  trull  in  his  care,  and  live  as  being  always  in  his  pre« 
fence.  If  lafUy,  when  we  have  miibehaved  to  a  man  like  our« 
felves,  we  are  humbly  to  acknowledge  it,  and  condefcend  to 
every  reafonable  condition-  of  pardon  ;  furely,  when  we  have 
finned  againft-  our  heavenly  Father,  we  are  bound  to  the  deep- 
eft  felf.condemnation,  the  moft  penitent  confeilion,  the  readieft 
compliance  with  whatever  method*  he,  who  alone  can  jud^e  of 
the  proper  one,  (hall  prefcribe  for  our  reconciliation. 

Plainly  therefore  a  religious  and  chriftian  behaviour  is  equal- 
ly neceffary  with  a  moral  one :  «nd  there  can  neither  be  re- 
ligion without  feeling  and  expreffing  reverence  to  God  ;  nor 
chiiilianity  without  believing  the  do&rin^  and  obferving  the 
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ihftitntions  of  Chrift.  Nor  did  St.  yatrUi  imagine  tberccouW. 
On  the  contrary,  we  find  him  enjoining  faith  and  prayer,  giv- 
ing  diredions  about  public  worfliip,  and  afcribing  great  efEca- 
cy  to  the  private  minift rations  of  the  elders  of  the  church.  Nay, 
in  the  very  text,  far  from  excluding  a  fpirit  of  piCty,  he  fap- 
pofes  the  good  deeds,  which  he  fpecifies,  to  be  done  with  1 
view  of  appearing  pure  and  undefiled before  God  andth^  Fnthtr, 
The  perfons,  to  whom  he  wrote,  had  no  doubt,  whether  Cbrift 
had  commanded  them  to  be  religious :  but  chey  undcrftood 
not  fully,  wherein  religion  confilied.  Therefore  knowing  that 
they  wanted  comparatively  but  little  incitement  to  the  fpecaJa- 
tive  and  devotional  parts ;  he  infiftt  on  the  other  duties,  in 
which  th^  were  deficient ;  kindne  fs  to  their  brethren,  aiul 
virtuous  reftraint  of  themfelves.  Thus  he  completes  the 
fcheme  of  chriitianity,  in  perfed  harmony  with  that,  which  St. 
Pa»/hath  elfe  where  given,  by  adding  !to  the  obligations  of  a 
godly  life,  thofe  of  a  righteous  and  fober  one*. 

To  fet  his  dodrine  before  you  in  a  flill  clearer  light,  I  AaO 
proceed  to  (hew, 

I.  What  vijiting  the  fatherkfi  and  widows  in  their  afiiSka 
implies. 

II.  Vfh^t  keeping  ourf elves  unfpotted  from  the  world  conh 
prehendj. 

III.  That  thefe  two  things  are  pripci pal  parts  of /irr/ W 
undefiled  religion,  ^ 

I.  What  vif  ting  the  fatherl^s  and  widows  in  their  affiiSm 
implies. 

Now,  in  fcripture  language,  to  vifit  any  one  is  to  take  fuch 
jiotice  of  him,  and  treat  him  in  fuch  manner,  as  his  condimn 
requires.  For,  as  inattention  aiid  negledl  are  expreiTed  by  fliut* 
ling  the  eyes,  or  turning  them  from'  any  one  5  fo  attention  and 
regard,  whether  in  order  to  punifh  or  to  fliew  favour,  arc  d^ 
noted  by  opening  the  eyes,  and  turning  them  towards  him; 
which,  in  our  tranflation  is  often  called  vijiting :  a  word  on- 
ginally  of  the  fame  import  with  frequently  lockmg  upon,  an<i 
contemplating.  For  feeing  and  knowing  any  cafe,  in  man  cugit 
to  be,  and  in  God  is  always,  ccnnefted  with  adding  fuitably  to 
it.  The  day  of  his  viftation  therefore,  when  wicked  perfoos 
or  nations  are  the  fubjcft,  is  the  day  of  his  vengeancef ;  but 
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*  that  the  Lord  hath  vifitedand  redeemed  his  people^  is  tl)e  bigh^ft 
ezpreffion  of  his  love*.  And  in  one  parage  of  holy  /  rit» 
thefe  diiFcrent  fenfes  of  the  word  are  found  together  in  a  beauti- 
ful oppofition*  *rbus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  againjl  the 
pajiors^  that  feed  my,  people  :  Ye  have  feat t ere d  my  flock,  and 
driven  thim  away\  andhave  not  vijtted  them  :  hi  hold,  I  will  vifit 
upon  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  faith  the  Lord[,  Since  therefore 
the  proper  notice,  to  be  taken  of  perfons  in  diftrefs,  is  to  give 
them  ^\l  the  comfort  and  relief,  that  we  cao :  this  is  vv!i<it  vifit^. 
ing  figni(i«s  in  the  text :  as  it  doth  alfo  in  onr  Saviour's  future 
fpeech  tp  tbofe  qn  his  right  hand  :  /  was  Jtck^  and  ye  vifit^ 
ed  met'  ' 

To  vi/it  thus  the  father  lefs  and  undgws  is,  in  common  ac- 
peptatiou,  a  work,  not  of  juftice  but  of  compadion  :  fu  that  St. 
James  difiers  ia  phrafe  from  St-  taul ;  according  to  whom 
the  fecond  great  duty  of  religion  is  righteoufnefs.  But  as 
righteoufnefs  there  undoubtedly  includ-s  mercy;  \yhich  indeed 
J5  but  equity  (o  our  fellow- creatures,  and  (Iri^l  juflice  to  G«xi, 
who  hath  intruded  us  with  the  care  of  tliem  ;  fa  mercy  here 
muil  include  rightpoufnefs  ;  without  which  it  cannot  be  real 
and  coniiflept.  There  are  indeed  perfons,  who  fhew,  and  per- 
haps affcft  to  dew,  great  hiimarlity  in  fome  things,  without 
honefty  of  heart  in  others.  One  fort  prque  tliemfelves  oa 
their  tcndernefs  and  bounty,  conftant  or  opcafionul,  .00  thofe 
whom  they  happen  to,  like :  another,  on  their  charity  t*j  the 
poor,  or  fy mpathy  with  the  diftreflcd,  in  general :  a  third,  oi\ 
their  affability  and  obliging  deportment  to  all  the  world.  Euc 
AiWi  on  fome  occafions,  they  will  be  oppreiTive  or  fraudulent, 
corrupt  or  prejudiced",  cruel  or  negligent.  Now  with  men,  at 
lead  with  the  injudici^Dus  and  incon^derate,  who  make  up  a 
numerous  body,  fuch  partial  virtue  may  often  take.  But 
God  ezpeds  univerfal  rightnefs  of  difpofitiou  atid  behaviour : 
and  our  own  confciences,  in  every  ferious  hour,  will  reproach 
us,  if  we  fail  in  any  branch.  A  conduft  in  fome  points  bene- 
ficent, in  others  injurious,  muft  of  neceflSty  be  lefs  ufeful  to 
mankind  than  it  ought :  and  for  the  naoft  part,  if  hot  always, 
will  be  hurtful  Qn  the  whole,  both  by  its  immediate  efreds,  and 
the  bad  influence  of  its  example. 

Firf^  therefore  the  foundation  of  juflice  muft  be  lax  ;    an4 
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then  the  beautiful  fuperflni^re  of  mercj  will  fiand  finn : 
Which  every  one  to  his  power  ihoold  be  induftrioug  in  raifiag. 
For  the  date  of  the  world  very  londlj  /demands,  that  we  act 
only  abftain  froki  doing  harm  to  each  other,  but  do  every  kind 
of  goody  that  we  poflibly  can.  St.  James  indeed  hath  mentioo- 
cd  bat  one,  vijiting  the  widows  and  fatherhfs  in  tbeir  s^fif* 
tiom.  But  our  Saviour  adds  more  afts  of  compaffion  concern- 
ing which  inquiry  will  be  made  at  the  laft  day :  and  though 
he  fcems  to  fpeak  as  if  thefe  alone  woaU  determine  our  fiitfl 
flate ',  yet  he  fpeaks  in  the  fame  manner,  of  other  virtueSy  ia 
his  fermon  on  the  mount.  And  not  only  this,  but  the  whole 
tcnour  of  fcripture  proves,  that  every  virtue  muft  be  praAiC- 
ed ;  though  frequently  future  happinefs  is  promifed  to  a  fingle 
one  :  under  which,  in  that  cafe,  all  the  reil,  efpecially  of  the 
fame  fort,  are  meant  to  be  comprehended.  For  as  they  flow 
from  the  fane  principle,  and  are  naturally  conneAed,  they  art 
not  fuppofed  to  be  naturally  disjoined*  Thus  in  fome  places 
the  love,  in  others  the  fear,  or  even  the  belief  alone,  of  God, 
is  put  for  the  whole  of  religion;  juft  as  kindnefs  to  ailifi* 
ed  orphans  and  widows  is  put  here  for  the  whole  ofbenevo- 
leiKe. 

Nor  indeed  was  it  eafy,  if  poffible,  to  have  pitched  on  a 
more  proper  fpecimen.  Virtuous  afttons  are  laudable  only  fo 
far  as  they  proceed  from  virtuous  motives.  Now  fome  parts 
of  kvr^d  behaviour  may  be  intended  merely  to  procure  a  return 
of  the  fame  :  as  complaifance  and  courtefy.  Others  may  be 
artful  contrivances  to  promote  our  own  more  important  world- 
ly  interefts :  as  the  multitude  of  fetvices,  great  and  fmaUt 
which  men  are  fo  officious  in  doing  their  fuperiors.  And  the 
vanity  of  railing^a  high  chara&er  may  produce  not  a  few  :  in* 
deed  all  that  lie  open  to  public  obferyation.  But  comforting 
and  ailiiling  the  affli£led  and  helplefs  poor,  is  a  melancholj, 
troublefome,  expenfive  work :  andif  performed  with  the  privacy, 
needfull  to  acquit  it  from  the  cenfure  of  ofientation,  attrads 
but  little  of  the  world's  regard,  which  is  conmionly  fixed  on 
objcds  widely  different.  This  inftance  therefore  was  diofta 
by  our  apoflle  with  the  utmoft  prudence,  to  remind  men,  thst 
the  only  genuine  beneficence  is  that,  which  extends,  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  to  the  leaft  inviting  cafes. 

Our 


Out  Savioar  himlelf  gave  a  rale  of  the  fame  tendency,  when, 

at  a  large  fecit,  btjaid  to  btm^  that  bade  him  /  when  thou  maieji 

a  dinner  or  a  fupper^  call  not  thy  friends^  nor  thy  hrethern^ 

neither  thy  iinfmen^  nor  rich  neighbours  ;  lejl  they  aljo  bid  thee 

'  again^  and  reeompence  be  made  thee.     Bat  nvhen  thou  mahejl  a 

feafty  call  the  poor,  the  maimed^  the  lame^  the  blind;  and  thou 

Jbalt  be ,  hlejfed.     For  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee :  for  thou 

Jbalt  he  recompenfed  at  the  refurreBion  ofthejuji*.    His  meati^ 

ing  was  not,  to  forbid  igij  of  the  proprieties  or  Givilities  of  life : 

much  kfs  to  enjoin  a  perverfe  aSeAation  of  contradi&ing  them. 

Neither  his  dofirine,  nor  his  temper,  lyere  of  this  turn.   On  the 

contrary,  he  wrought  a  miracle  once,  to  enable  the  mafter  of  a 

family  to    eiitertain  his  guells  more  plentifallyf.      But  the 

cttflom  of  the  yewijh  language,  in  comparing  two  thingis,  is 

feemingly  to  prohibit  that,  which  is  only  defigned  to  be  repre^ 

fented  as  the  lefs  valuable.     Thus  in  the   Old  Teilament  God 

faith,  /  will  have  mercy  ^  and  not  facrificeX  ;    that  is,  I  efteem  it 

more  than  facrifice.     Here  then,  in  the  fame  manner,  our  bleff. 

A  Lord  means  to  prefere  charity  (o  the  poor,  before  hofpi- 

tality  and  generofity  to  fuch  as  need  it  not :  and  under  this  one 

example  to  intimate  -a  general  caution,  that  we  ihould  not  con- 

tent  ourfelves  with  the  performance  of  the  more  pleafing  offices 

of  foeiety  \   (becaufe  our  inducements  to  thefe  may  be  doubt- 

fol)  but  prove  to  others  and  our  own  minds,  that  our  good- 

Ae&  is  real  and  univerfal,  by  a  more  than  ordinary  care  to 

fulfill  thofe  obligations,  which  we  ihould  naturally  be  moft 

inclined  to  omit*     And  as  thefe  are  not  the  fame  in  all  men  : 

bnt  Ibnie  are  apceft  to  fail  in  one  expreflion  of  humanity,  and 

feme  in  another ;    we  ought  none  of  us  to  confider  any  fingle 

branch,  however  excellent,  as  if  it  were  the  whole  :    but  each 

to  think  over  the  feveral  partictx^rs,  be  they  01  more  or  lefs 

moment,  in  which  he  can  add  to  the  fatisfaftion,  or  diminiih 

the  uneafinefs  of  his  fcUow^creatures  :    that  fo,  by  exerting  a 

benevolence,  not  laviflied  promifcuoufly,  but  proportioned  with 

,   judgement,  to  every  perfon  within  the  fphere  of  his  influence, 

he  may,  in  this  part  of  his  duty,  be  perfeil  and  intire^  want*- 

ing  nothing.  ^ 

Ufually  indeed  the  rich  and  great  can  do  good  by  far  the 

•  moft 

Luke  %\y.  1 2, •^14.  t  John  ii.  i,  &c. 
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moft  efi^edaalif  r^d  extcniivel/.  .£tit  Qdie!^.aUi(,  bjtdtnilpl- 
nefs  or  afFedbn  (betm.-in-  the  aeicer  rduoos  <  q£  Itfe^  by  .Tif. 
tuous  example,  advice  prudently  ghiei),  ieitfoiiabb^  aflift«nce, 
dcfervcd  recomniendation,  faithful  -fitrvice,  con>iyiffi<mite  £jm* 
path/,  obliging  notice^  innocenc  dieaifQlne£K  and  cren  com- 
mon good  h amour,  may  be-MnllcutRfemvof  n^ch  isiare  coislort 
Tmd  fatisfadion  to  ail  •around  thoiti^  thdfi  is  genec«li)r\.riia. 
agined.  ?  .   . 

But  I   now  proceed  to  (how  you,       ;  '  

II.  What  keeping  ourfehts  wtfpotied  fi^^  the  w^rfd^som- 
prebends.  '  •   •      '  * 

And  in  genera}  it  means,  prefenrtiig  oUc^lives.md  onr  bcs^s 
free  from  thefe'vicesv  to  which  either,  the^ iiatunl  iispreffiMis 
of  fcuable  objefts,  or  the  additional  fotce^ iven  them  bjlfR- 
vailirg  cuftom,  may  cxpofe   us...  Noir  :th4:fe  ate-of  difiMtf 
fort?.     We  ititiv  learn  from  the  world*  feVfiibneft,  ^^  «e|eat- 
menr.     Bat  thefe  inSer&re  fo  continually  both  !i/trfth  ju^fic^caod 
humanity,  that  in  e&dt  you  have*  been  cauticmed -fff^iilft-^bAik 
Tsnder  the  former  head.  We  may  alfo  learH  prides  a  fin^^frbkh     | 
taints  the  mipd  of  man  beyond  moft  thicigs  :    not  only'^eftdcts 
him  difagreeable  and  injurious,  and -^«eyents  bis. aMkia^^Jv-    j 
paration,  though  f^nfible  that  h(st  owes^:  ir^    but  iU«pa|iim 
from    perceiving  his  fftults  and  his  IbQieg,  and^ten^jpla^tfiatftD    , 
tliink  that  application  even. to  God  fof  pardon^i|A  »fi^«eM  b 
beneath  htm.     Yet  with  this  dreadfuL'fpir it  ouifnactnten  ib    | 
deeply  infected,  and  we  -ftrcngthfen'  one  anothin-  At  ttHiclF^  k    I 
by  our  b<::havicvur,  that  it  requires,  botb>ailrid;  fearcbteind 
how  far  we  are  guilty  of  it,  aad  'Dnoommon  c^a^  r«  roat  it    ' 
out.  -  -  ... 

,  But  the  moil  prevailing  defilement  of  the  wosld  is  inMSibier- 
nte  lo.ve  of'pleafoje:  a  difpofitidn  of  *worfe  cotrfequeflcr,  u 
multitudes  profefs  ,  not  to  fee  the  harm  .of  itt  For  -Aey 
conceive  fuch  exceedingly  high  opinions  of  the  metic  ^of-good 
nature,  and  their  own  (hare  in  this  merit,  that  tbey*^le  per* 
ffftly  ind liferent  about  every  thing  elfe,  and-  violate  -tbc 
plairicft  tules  of  fobriety  and  chaftity  Wkhout  fcrttp^e.  Yet 
fuch  men  will  appear,  when  the  matter  is  ca«mitted,*'cifteiac- 
ly  deficient  in  the  vtxy  point  on  which  they  reft  ibeiT  cha- 
rafter.  For  they  always  grieve  and  afflift  their  fricnS^I  they 
freq^uently  wrong,  in   various  ways,  thofe,  wbofe  happmer* 

ibej     i 
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fhej  were  boimd,  and  perhupa  bad  eogagcdt  principally  to  cou. 
^nk  ;  they  ciltice  others  into  fin,  and  kave  them  afterwards  ex- 
pofed  10  wretchedne& ;  thej  introduce  diflentions  and  di(hpnour 
into  fooiiliest  thej  diforder  and  weaken  h'urpan  focietj.  And 
the  wroognefs  of  their  conduA  is  fo  evidtnr,  that  thej  arc 
ItluftUj  forced  bj  a  y^xiet^  ofa^ts  to  baoilh  rcfledtica  ;  that 
they  majf  if  poffijble,  be  ignorant  of  their  ov/n  gjailtA  ^^  ^t  lenft 
inattenrtive  to  if.  For  would  tli^y  bjit  confid^r  at  all  fcrioufly, 
and  without  palliating,  what  unkind  and  cruel  things  they  do, 
what  good  and  worthy  a&ions  their  courfe  of  life  obliges  thcn\ 
to  omit,  and  how  ilrongly  their  example  tends  to  make  others 
perhaps  worfe  thao  th^mfelves',  they  could  not  fail  to  fee, 
that  wliatever  pretences,  and  fometimes  plaufiUe  ones^  there 
may  be  to  the  fonUary,  no  two  ^ings  i|por\  earth  are  in  reality 
^orp  incoi)iiften(,  than  food  pature  and  d$;bauphf ry^ 

Indeed  great  numbers  wi]l  a9knoijyledge  this^  who  yet  (tre- 
^aottfly  pleadi   that,  provided  they  do  nothing  prejudicial  to   n 
f  thersi  there  can  be  no  harm  ia  diverting  and  delighting  them- 
Sdvt»  CO  the  otmoft  in  whatever  fuits  their  fancy.     But  befides  . 
the  prudential  qbjedions  to  this  fcheme,  it  ought  furely  to  be 
pbfervcdi  that  ia  point  of  duty  w^  ar^  bound  .to  Hvq  and  zd: 
agreeably  to  the  nature  given  us*     If  paffions  and  appetitci 
^d  been  th^  whole  ^  pur  inward  frame,  we  qiij;ht  allowably 
have  indu^lged  ^hem  to  the  full,  like  the  re(l  of  our  fellow. 
brutes.     If  being  al(b  bleft  with  reaibn,  we  afe  taught  nothing 
more  by  it,  th^n  to  abftain  from  hurting  each  o.her ;  fp  loug 
as  we  observed  that  caudoo,  it  could,  not  condemn   us.     But 
l^e  feel  ourfelves  quali^ed  for  bc^tter  and  worthier  occupations, 
than  the  mcft  innocent  iodulgeoces  of  fcnCc.     We  experience 
a  higher  order  of  affedioosi  endued  with  a  rightful  aoihurity 
over  the  reH.     Thefe  it  is  oar  buGnefs  to  cultivate  here,  in  or- 
4cr  CO  reap  the  fruit  of  them  for  ever  hereafrer.     And  all  tit- 
taehmei>{a  to.  worldly  ^bjedts,  which  make  us  overlook  the 
worth|  and  negleS  the  improvement  of  our  own  iouls,  though 
^ey  were  oof  in  the  leafl  injurious   to  otlKis,  are  improper 
and  criminal  debafements  of  ourfelves.  Be  they  vehement  pur*. 
foits  of  light  amufements,  grofler  picafures  or  more  refined  ones; 
that  we  (hould  live  to  them,  and  fill  up  our  time  and  our 
^oagbts.with  them,  as  multitudes  commonly  do,  is  altogether 
Unfuitable  to  creatures  evidently  formed  for  attentions  and  im- 
^reifipns    of  ajiQther  fort^  rational,  moral,    rtligloua.      And 
YpV  11.  g^C  thpugl^ 
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though  our  prefent  fituation  upon  ear|h  iUbjeAs  as  t^  nunj 
low  cmploymentSf  and  offera  to  us  ibaiij  low  gnucifiemcioiiH 
neither  of  ^hlch  we  ar«  to  dUdaip,  fince  they  are  appointed  for 
us  9  yet  we  muft  habituate,  our&lves  to  a  fupenoritj  orer 
them,  by  fit  esercifes  of  fclf-  denial ;  and  both  confider  and  nfe 
them,  only  as  being  fubfervient  to  noblur  purpofes }  ever  fixing 
our  chief  regard  on  the  duties  of  ltfe»  the  flate  of  our  own 
hearts,  the  relation  which  we  bear  to  G^dt^  the  (^itnai  and 
eternal  blifs,  for  which  he  dcfigna  us.  li^fe,  far  from  bcbg 
Ufif potted  by  this  worlds  we  (ball  be  fe  immerjed  in  it,  as  sot  to 
be  meet  for  the  inberUance  of  the  faints  in.  light  *• 

Accordingly  the  fcripture,  which,  coming  from  him,  who 
bed  knows  what  ^s  good  for  us,  ought  furely  to  be  obeyed, 
were  it  ever  fo  implicitly,  both  reAralnsour  feniiial  fenjuyftienti 
within   certain   limits.,    an4  requires  a  gteat  difengagement 
from  the  moft  allowable  of  earthly  fatisfadions  and  advantages, 
that  we  may  have  room  in  our  breaft,  fpr  purer  joys«     Oni 
Ix>rd  himfelf  hath  told  us  ;  No  man  canf$roe  two  mqfierM  ^  for 
either  be  wUi bate  the  ome^  and  iove  the  other  ; .  or  elfo  br  vniibeU. 
to  the  one  anddefpife  the  other.     Te  cannot ferve  God-andMam** 
fnon  f «     And  his  apoflles  have  enjoined  us,  fit  ybur  affe&iom 
on  things,  above^  not  on  things  on  the  earth  t«     La^e  mot  the 
worlds  neither  the  things  that  are  in  tie  world.     If  atey  mem 
love  the  worlds  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  bim*     F^  att^bat 
is  in  the  worlds  the  luft  oftbefo/b^  the  lufi  of  the  eyes^  emi  Aa 
pride  of  life  ^  is  not  of  the  Father^.     That  is,  immoderate 
fondnefs  for  the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  unreafonable  delight  in  h^^ 
holding  the  increafc  of  our  wealth,  haughty  complaoeacy.  ia 
pre-eminence  and  power,  are  not  difpofitioiis  proceeding  fimai 
God,  nor  con^Ilent  with  a  fpirit  of  true  religion*     We  cwWdc 
indeed  preferve  ourfelves  from  being  folioited,  perhaps  fippm 
being  moved  and  difquieted,  by  fome  or  other  of  the  teraptariont 
that  furround  us  ;  but  from  yielding  to  them,  through  divine 
afHflance,  wc  may. 

.  Nor  is  it  neceflary  for  this  purpoTe,  either  to  retiie  out  of 
fociety,  or  live  uncomfortably  in  it.  The  duties  of  our^ftatiMis 
and  fcveral  profeilions  we  muft  faithfully  perform,  as  part  of 
the  fervice,  which  we  owe  to  God,  for  he  will  accept  the  com* 

•  Col.  i.  IS.  t  Matth.  vl  24.  \  Col.  ill  a* 

5  1  Johnii.  J5|t6.  ,  ^* 
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Inoneft  hboor  is  fuch,  if  it  flpwi  jfrotri  rtiat  Jirihciple.  The  na- 
tomt  gfatific^tioiiSi  ^hidi  he  httfa  pt'cKrided  for  us',  are  neither 
UQtliaokfQ%f  t0  be  condenmedf  nor  beyotid  reafoti  fofpefitedy  as 
iinfafe.  And  .diey;  vrho  fUn  liJto  fuch  eitrettiitic3,  make  re- 
ligion appear  uninviting  Co  others,  and  lay  heavier  hurthen  on 
tkeiafelves,  than  ikey  will  be  able  to .  bear,  at  leaft  without 
foarifig  their  tempers  :  a  jgrievous  fti^lt ;  and  in  that  cafe  the 
icfs  excofablfe,  as  it  is  of  their  owii  bringing  on,  by  going  out 
of  their  way  :  whereas  going  forward  in  it  would  have  intitled 
them  both  to  furrr  ptx»t«£kioii  and  ealQer  pardon. 

But  ftill  over-free  indulgence  is  much  more  general,'  and 
iifaally  naore  hazarddi»>  than  overilrid:  abftinence.  And  all 
|)effea$)^ efpecially  all- who  enter  far  into  the  world,  Ihould  fre-  • 
qucftdy  and  impartially  examine,  whether  they  are  indeed  fa 
inuKei^t, ..  as  they  are  apt  to  imagitfie  ;  whether  they  are  not 
growing  vaiii  and  thooghtlefs,  languid  in  their  fentiments  of 
tri^e  honofur  and  virtue,  infrec^uent  or  {piritlefs  in  their  devo- 
tions, nomindfitl  of  paft  fins  aiid  future  improvements,  forget- 
fill  of^tbeir  letter  end.  And  proportionably  as  they  difcover 
aajn4i£(Mre*bad  fymptottis^  they  ibould  take  moft  feriousi&^^^ 
'tffb^Pf^iveSi  Uajl  ihiithifsrti  Be  overcharged  with  the  car^s^  the 
ptttfaits,  the  diverfions,  hf  this  life;  and  Jo  that  day  come  upon 
ilum  UikMfdte^  *•  ' 

»I>t  us  all  thei^fore  determine,  neither  to  fly  from  fubb  trials  'of 
bur  Virtue^  As  providence  hath  defigned  to  ftrengthen  and  perfeft 
it)*«iOr  yetrunor  be  led  into  fuch,  as  mafy  probably  overfet  it ; 
but  ide  tbegood  aitd  bear  the  evil  of  this  world-  with  mo« 
(kralton ;  and  prepare  for  the  rewards  of  the  next  with  di* 
ligenee, 

^fliving  thus  explained  the  two  cbmprehenfive  duties  of  be- 
mdvoftnet  and  felf-govemtnent,  preferibed  in  the  text,  I  come 
now  to>(bew^  ^ 

ml*  That  they  are  principal  ptfts  oi  pure  and  undefikd 
religion. 

iikd^ed  without  them  there  can  be  nothing,  that  deferves  the 
naikit;  'B^eltg[ion  is- not  a  fyftem  of  fpecalative  opiuions,  nor  a 
rituU-^  forma  and  ceremonies  :  but  it  con^fts  in  that  love  to 
G«A,-af  a  being  perfedly  holy  in  himicif  and  good  to  us  ;  ai^d 
ttist'diitifulnefs  to  him,  as  the  author  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe  ; 

C  c  c  a  •  which 

*  Lake  xii.  34. 


wbicW^ngage  mefttd  feek  his  faVoilt-'^y  imimiiig  )itf  itentr 
adid'tflAsying  his  l^vfs.  If  then  ^e  tieithcr  beooaefoolPti'liif 
is,  ii^do  fuch  thfngs  ks  he  comi^nds,  whatptcteMc  iMn^  wr 
t<v r;»H  Gttrfelves  piou*  perfons  ?  **'*P#  $^AV«r  in  hi*?*'  And 
fo  do  the  devils  ♦.  **  We  ft^gi  hiin.^  But  ufq^rlj  »r 
v/im +',  Hj^KHe  vae  eontintie  to  he,  v?ht<t  lie  muft  for  ever  con- 
tinue  to  hate ;  unkind  to  our  fellow-creatures,  or  iromoral  br 
the  eondetA  bf  oiirfelresn  Indeed  what  dtfire  can  we'  have  of 
the  rewa«t],  which  he  promifes,  hcaYcnljr  happmrfs ;  -^41*11  ilie 
temper,  neceflai^  to  qualify  Hi  for  enjoying  it,  is^reftly  con- 
trary to  that,  whtcli  we  indulge?  But  a  perfon  hamanein  his 
heah,  and  careful  in  the  government  of  his  appetites* and  pat 
i'tons  eaonoc^  ordmarily  fpenking;  he  Jar /rom  tie  ti^gdom  4/ 
Gtf'dt'  He  hath  i^a  worldly  motive  to  prejudice  liim  agMnft 
leligtan;  but  all  itnagraable  reafcn  to  hope  and  beficve  kts 
true.  His  knowledge  of  what  is  right  and  fit  will  hetp  to  |ftc 
him  joft  conceptions  of  God  :  his  efteemibrit  will  teach  him  to 
liononr  God  :  and  the  fcnfe^  which  be  mull  have^,  of  his  many 
•failures  in  it,  win  powerfully  tend  to  make  him  btmibfe  and 
penitent,  folicitotts  for  pardon  and  affiftance,  in  wfiat  ttfasaer 
foever  bcftowed  ;  and  ambitious  of  that  blefled  ftaie/'whete  he 
ftall  fin  no,  mfare,  but  his  weak  habits  ©f  goodncfawOl  attim 
their  maturity,  and  bring  forth  their  firurt  in  perfeftfetr. 

Til  us  do  virtuous  difpoGtions  conddd  men  to  rcUgton :  and 
in  return,  one  main  bufinefs  of  religion  is  to  ftreo'gthen  aad 
improve  virtuous  difpofitions.  Doubtlefs  the  love  ef  6oi  b 
tbe  firjland  great  commandment  §  i  but  the  love  of  our  neigh- 
bour, find  of  inward  holinefs,  are  the  principal  evidences,  which 
he  requires,  of  our  loving  himll  .  Doubtlefs  he  16  to  be  is«ft 
revereutly  worfliipped  ;  and  eVcrjr  duty,  which  he  hath  en- 
joined, whether  by  rcafon  or  by  fcriptute  alone,  moft  con- 
Vcientioufly  performed :  all  comparifbns  of  one  fort  with  ttc 
other,  which  may  contribute  to  depreciate  either,  rouft  be 
carefully  avoided  ;  and  the  inexprcffible  good  influence  of 
merely  chriftian  precepts  on  the  obfervancc  of  all  the  reft, 
thankfully  acknowledged.  But  ft  in,  moral  obligations  are  by 
much  the  mott  numerous  and  extenfive  :  the  temptations,  that 
we  have  to  tranfgrcfs  them,  are  much  the  ftrongcft:  the  good, 

•  jtmes  li.  19.  t  Matth.  xv.  9.  I  Mark  aii.  34- 

5  Matth.  xxi.  1%.  1  1  John  v.  3- 
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whM}i7^Ifil}mg  4<Q^^4(j«o  »ianki»4,  b^^M^b  tbc  mott  con- 
fidef ftUoP  J^  vFfOof*  Wluch  it  gives*  of  aur  advancemont  ib 
piftf«.ri9  avttcb.tbq  fiuefi.  Afid  tbey^arr  ^mfdietelj  compre- 
MK^ed  u^r.  thu^  («Q  heads,  m^tioptd  in  th^  text,  good-vrill 
ts  9t|k^dKi  find  dim  .^guUcia^  of  ourCelves ;  ooe  o£  irhich 
iiicki4.M  aU  the;  ^;^r(^k>p^  fof  vivtae  }  thjt;  other^  all  the  reftrainU  , 

Ujiwi^  wepr^lte.pr^r  Co  many  of  Jiotb  only  frpm  regard 

st^iB^^eft  or  e^>fo94«e&  of  apphufe,  iear.  of  worldly  pu- 

jMflia^fit  ordirefteetp  i  fecuring  thefe  points  will  \^  oor  whole 

focdimp^lice^  .  If  we.  do  jitfrom  a  fcnfeof  duty;  that  fenfe  is 

very^efedive,  wbilft  duty  to  God  is  felt  out  of  the  confidera- 

tioi^*,.  .  Nay«  if  .our  principal  end  be.  obedience  to  hifDt  and  we 

(Ifttter  Q«r£el¥e».tbat  our  obedience  is. meritorious  or  faoltlefss 

,|)ar  pri4e  wiit;ConyQrt  the  prtteuded  hotnage  into,  an  infult* 

BjiU4f  ^.f2Uthfu%  endeavour  tp  perform  every  moral  precept, 

:a9  d^  l^w:  Qf  40ur  C^ator  \  not  tr^ftii^g  to  our  own  ilrength, 

,^V  <i^votttly.  ufiog  the, appointed  means  for  obtaining  the  aid 

JSii  X^^Qgikj  Spirit  f  and  then  with  humility  of  heart  offer  u^ 

•t()p9i^  heavenly  Father  all  that  we  do,  as  our  regJonalU  fir^ 

vk^T  i  but.  an  worthy  of  bis  acceptance!  otherwife  than  through 

hU  mer(^yy)proipired  to  the  mediation  of  oar  bleffed  Lord  :  this 

will  bf  the  fulleft  4emooilration»  and  the  only  effeAual  one, 

^t  iKe  can.  give^.of /yr/  rr/;]po«  and  und^Ud. ,  Scripture 

teac;ha  it :  our  underftandiogs  acquiefce  in  it :  the  experience 

of  the  great  day  will  verify  it :  and  the  miniilers  of  the  gofpel 

are  ei^ref&ly  required  to  publilh  the  notice  of  it  before  hand. 

TbU  u  a  faithful  faying^  and  theft  things  Iwif/that  thou  afjirm 

:^mjluntly :  that  they^  which  have  believed  in  Godt  may  be  care-' 

ful  to  maintain  good  worii  f  • 

•  Rom.  xii.  I.  t  l^lt-  ^^  S- 
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2 Tim.  ill.  5. 

Having  a  form  of  godlinefs^  hut  dcnfin^  the  power  iberecf: 
fromfuch  turn  away* 

T^ HE  S  E  woris  condude  a  mbft  dreadful  dcfcription  j^iV^ 
"^  by  St.  Paul  of  the  (late  of  mankind  in  the  toft  days.  Ha^ 
Ving  foretold  the  general  praaite  of  almoft  cvcrj  fiii,  thatco^Sd 
be  named,  he  fufpriiinglj  adds,  that  witti  all  thefe  thej  ihoalii 
retain  a  mighty  pretence  of 'aSing  from,  principle  :  inaving  a 
form  ofgodlinefs^  but  denying  the  power  thereof  But  how  DSr 
accountable  foever  this  may  feem  in  {peculation,  it  is  commoa 
in  faft.  And  we  (hall  do  well  to  enquire,*  both  into  the  crrigio 
nal  and  the  extent  of  fuch  behaviour.  For  thbugh.  remarks 
have  been  made  upon  fome  inflances  of  it  with  fuiBcietu  fevir- 
tity,  little  attention  hath  been  paid  to  others  of  alaiofi  eqiul 
importance*:  and  yet  we  arc  charged  to  tutn  auiAyfrofji  all  who 
are  guilty  of  them,  as  blameable  and  dangerous  perfons. 

The  duty  of  man,  though  proceeding  all  from  one  ibuice* 
naturally  divides  itfelf  into  religion  and  morals.  Oar  under- 
ftanding  and  oar  affcftions  diflate  to  us  the  pradice  of  both 
thefe  :  and  both  evidently  promote  our  happinefs.  But  tbej 
ptomote  it  by  fuch  exercifes  and  rcftraints,  as  the  inbred  dlf- 
order  of  our  fratne  makes  uneafy,  at  the  fame  time  that  It 
makes  them  necefla^y  :  and  that  injudicious  tenderness  for  m:r- 
felves,  to  which  weak  roiinds,  as  well  as  bodies  are  liablci 
creates  in  us  a  ilrange  averfion  from  entering  upon  a  courfe, 
imagined  to  be  ftill  hariher  than  it  is,  though  ei&ntial  to  our 
welfare.    Yet  avowedly,  to  difregard  the  obligations  they  are 
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under,  vfoxM  ht  too  bold  a  ftcp  for  moft  men  >  who  innft 
Hierefore  find  oat  fome  middle  way.  Ajid  q^e  ftich  way,  a 
very  obvious  orte,  is  diffimuUtton  ?  of  which  accordingly  great 
fife  hath  be<:n  made,  to  preferye  a  ihcw  both  of  piety  and 
virtue.  But  while  jiift  notions  of  either  prevail  amongft  men, 
it  will  ufually  coft  hypocrites  more  pkins  to  gain  credit,  thaa 
would  be  needful  to  become  in  eameft  good :  and  after  all^ 
they  but  feldom  fail  of  being  feen  through  by  others,  and  yet 
fcldomer  fatisfy  themfelves.  Mere  pretence  thetefere  will  no( 
anfwer  the  purpofe :  there  muft  be  fomething  that  hath  the 
lode,  even  t©  our  own  minds,  of  reality  j  fome  counterfeit  of 
onr  duty,  fubftitoted  inftead  o^  it,  which  we  can  miftake  for 
it.  Were  fuch  miftakc9  involuntary,  they  would  be  guiltlefs : 
^t  the  perfons  deceived  in  this  cafe,  choofe  to  deceive  them, 
felves  ;  which  the  vicious  are  both  prone  and  able  to  do  in  i| 
wonderful  degree.  Thus  the  voluptuous  man.  takes  up  wittfr 
prefent  momentary  gratifications  for  his  real  proper  happinefa  : 
and  the  ar^l  man  looks  on  the  cum^ng,  that  only  (erves  a 
ftiort-lived  turti,  as  genuine  wifdom« 

Now  in  juft  the  fame  manner  men  have  contrived  to  fet  up 
for  religion^  fonie,  one  thing,  fome,  another :  all  which,  though 
exceeding  various,  go  under  the  general  name  of  fuperftiiioti. 
And  feveral  of  thefe  corrnptions  might  have  thwr  firft  rife, 
mcreljr  JTrom  error  in  judgement  or  igiiorance.  But  then  iH 
dcfiga  muft  hare  fupported  afterwards  what  otherwife  good 
fcnfe  would  eafily  have  correfted  :  and  the  main  caufc,  why 
nieaha4  faIXe  tactions  of  God  and  his  worfliip,  was,  that,  as  the 
■poftle  obferves,  tiey  did  not  like  to^  retain  the  true  in  tbeir 
inowiedge  *.  It  may  feem  an  objeftion  to  this,  that  fuperfli* 
tious  obfervances  are  often  far  more  burthenfome,  than  our 
reafonatU /ervic^f.  But  an  evil  heart  thinks  no  grievance  fo 
heavy,  as  the  exertion  of  good,  and  the  mortification  of  finful 
difpofitions  :  tefides  that,  ways  have  been  invented  of  lighten* 
ing  the  other  burthens,  and  reducing  them  commonly  to  a  fmall 
niatter.  No  wonder  then,  that  in  all  ages  forms  ofgodiinefi 
vfitboui  the  power  took  place  :  and  being  greatly  diverfified,  as 
different  occafions  invited,  have  pot  only  ftood  in  the  room  of', 
all  that  afFe£bionate  reverence,  which  men  owe  to  God,  but 
|ave  often  been  fappofed  to  compenfate  for  breaking  the  ftrongeft 

of 
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of  thofe  ties,  which  hind  them  cme  to  another.  And  thus  t« 
their  comfort,  they  found  themfelyes  at  liberty  in  m  f^eat  nca* 
fiire,  to  be  at  once  in  favour  with  heaven,  and  wipked. 

Yet  ftill  there  was  remaining  in  their  breafta  a  fipufc  of  right 
and  wrong  in  their  behaviour  towards  their  feUow-ctrfitvceat 
which  the  groffd^  perveiQons  of  rdigicn  conM  not  qoi«e  ex- 
tinguifh  \  but  it  would  from  time  to  time  break  out,  and  be 
tcoublefome.  Tbcy  c6u]d  not  therefore  be  completely  cafy, 
till  thia  was  quieted  alfo :  which  Accordingly  they  att^tnptcd 
by  the  fame  method  that  was  nfed  ia  the  former  calie  v  de- 
l»fing,  as  there  the  natural  awe  qf  God.  fo  here  th^  natanl  ap^ 
probation  of  virtuous  coodud,  into  a  fpurious  imitation  of  it. 
Good  minds  efioem  themfelves,  and  labour  to  b^  efteetnied  by 
others,  for  ading  an  innocent  and  u£&fol«  and,  if  nee^  be*  a 
iblf-denying  part  in  the  oommnnity  of  mankind*  But  ba4  09eS| 
unwilling  to  purcba(e  the  applaule  of  the  worid  and  their  ow^ 
fo  dear,  dreb  themfelves  op  in  fklfe  jewel$,  formed  mtlfiilly  to, 
lefemble  the  tnie ;  ^re  fo  daaded  and  cheated  wjth  the  hhac 
of  thefe,  that  they  overlook  the  inward  deformitiea  covered  bjt 
then^  and  demand  more  refpeA  from  all  around  thei|i«  ao  per* 
fonsof  diiltn£Uon  an4  nierit,  than  the  moft  troly  vi|Iaabla  aaaa 
ypon  earth  doth ;  for  he  knows  his  imperfeftioos,  and  vaft^  i«4 
madi  bim  to  difftr  ^« 

*  Thus  then  the  forai  without  the  power,  though  mnch  ^fyems^ 
penfured  in  religion,  is  perhaps  ^'fifequent,  and  as  mifidiitvoBS 
in  morality*  Some  have  corrupted  the'  farmer  with  inyarioai 
notions  of  God,  with  abfurd  modes  of  honouring  himt  Wlh 
fchemes  of  being  pious,  confident  with  living  impioofly.  And 
others  in  like  manner  have  corrupted  the  latter  wi4  cbinacrkal 
imaginations,  with  permcious  rules  of  life,  with  vam  contri* 
vances  to  be  men  of  worth,  notwithflanding  a  condnS  in  many 
inftances  notoriouQy  unworthy.  And  thefe  depravatioaa  ooc* 
refpond  entirely  the  one  to  the  other.  Only  the4uhftttntes  &r 
true  religion,  though  widely  different,  are  mod,  if  not  all  of 
them,  comprehended  under  the  term  foperilition ;  by  which 
name  they  have  been  plentifully  ezpofed :  and  the  fahAitascs 
for  true  morals  not  having  been  coUe&ed  into  a  body,  widi  a 
general  denomination  affixed  to  them,  the  abufes  iatfodnocd 
hj  their  means  have  efcaped  witl^  flighter  notice*    The  moS 
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eKfimfive  «rordfor  tbemperbaps  is,  falfe  honour;  which, there- 
fofe,  as  I  proceed,  I  (faaJl  comniQnly  ufe  in  fpeaking  of  them : 
yet  it  hj  no  means  incktdes  the  vrhole  ;  i^t  falfe  good-nature, 
a  difidoent  thing,  is  perpetually  cried  up,  toferve  juft  the  fnroe 
patpofc;  But  however  inoppffible  it  may  be  to  fin4  an  ail«' 
quale  espreffion,  the  find  is  clear ;  that  eounterfeits  of  virtue, 
as  wtil  as  piety^  have  been  fought  out,  with  a  bad  defign,  and 
to*  fuccefsfolly*  ^ 

Tb^crin  fome  breafts,  dwell  tqgether  amicably :  eitlicr  fo  a- 
dapted  to  each  other,  as  to  join  in  approving  the  fame  ad:ions  \ 
or  governing  by  turns  when  they  differ,  and  dividing  life  bc- 
twteen  them :  in  which  laft  cafe,  if  what  calls  itfelf  religion 
change  to  be  offended  by  aiiy  enormous  piece^of  iniquity,  fbme 
iaerifice  is  made  to  it,  in  acknowledgment  of  its  fnperior  right ; 
aUd  after  it  is  thus  appeafed,  all  goes  on  as  before,  through  the 
^gay  and  flourifliing  part  of  mena^dajTS  at  leaft.  Bat  fome  per- 
foflSt  on  the  contrary,  impatient  after  a  w>)iile  under  the  leftft 
iHsA^aklib  Anum  it,  throw  it  off  entirely,  and  profefs  honour  a- 
line  for  «he-rule;  on  the  dignity  of  whieh  valuing  themfelves 
te^ond  meiifure,  they  not  only  laugh  aft  fuperftition'  with  v6ry 
•fapeftor-«irs,  but  depredate  all  regard  to  God*  as  no  better 
tf»n  fiiperftition.  Now  as  it  wouM  be  very  unjuft  for  a  maft 
<>f  good  morals  to  defpife  religion;  becaufe  thefe  two  fyft<^ms 
a««'hofdtily  %dth  true,  bat  iAdeed  the  faihe  truth :  fo  it  is  quite 
Ifidltiilou^'for  the  man  of  mere  honour  to  defpife  fuperfthion ; 
l^cuftf^  tliefe-  two'are  nol  only  both  falfe,  but  in  efFeft  the  fame 
fklfebM^.  i  They  both  procelfd,  as  you  have  feen  already,  from 
'  d^  famt^  un&irnefs  and  ineonfidefatenefs :  aiyl  if  we  go  on  to 
examtne-  tfteir  features  more  diftindly,  we  ik:^!  fee  the  near- 
"Aeii 'of*<heir  relation  ftiU  more  fully  :  it  will  appear  that  each 
d^ptst^s- equally  a  natural  and  good  principle  in  the  heart; 
*  that  in  each  the  depravation  is  brought  about,  by  firft  exalting 
'  tdohi^^  fome  one  or  few  things,  to  the  difparagcnaent  of  others 
otad^lefs  merit,  and  then  carrying  the  favourite  point  fo  far, 
as  rurtM  tt  qnickly  into  folly,  and  foqn  after  into  wickednefs  ; 
yet  aH^tinder  colour  of  afting  from  the  nobleft  motives  ima-i 
Enable.      Thefe  things  I  fliall  endeavour  to  prove  and  ap« 

That  each  is  the  depravation  of  an  originally  right  princi- 
ple in  our  hearts  appears  undeniably.     Were  not  the  reverence 
Vol.  II.  D  d  d  aC 
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of  an  invifible  fiiperior  founded  in  nature,  ir-couldneiihrr  have 
prevailed  fo  univ«rfally,  nor  flood  its  ground  fc  firnilj,  agamft 
ail  tlie  ibphiftry,  with  which  unbelievers  have  attacked  it,  and 
under  all  that  load  of  abfurdities,    which   bigots  have   heaped 
,  upon  it.     Again:   were   there   not  fomething   eflcniiallj  ht  n. 
ourable  and  worthy,   vifionary  ideas    of   wc»rth    and    hcnour 
could   not  have  obtained   and   fupported   themfclves   acrongll 
men.      So   that   indeed  the  very  abufes,  which  are  objcAcd  rr> 
religion  and  virtue,  will,   if  duly  confidered,  amount  to  proofi 
of  them.     No  error  can   take  deep  root  and  fpread  far,  with- 
out aiTuming  a  likenefs  to  fome^  truth,  from  wliich  it  feems  to 
fpring.     And   the  primitive  likenefs  muft  be  a  pretty  ilrong 
one :  but  after  a  while,  the  likenefs  of  that  likenefs  may  lake 
its    place,    and    by   dt^grecs  all  be   changed  into   a    contrary 
appearance!  jull  as  by  fetching  a  large  com  pa  fs  per  fons  may 
feem  to  walk  flraight  forwardi^  till  their  faces  are  turned  the 
'   oppoiite  way. 

The  iirft  (lep  of  this  progrefs  is  ufually  fixing  the  thoughts 
aiul  dTedions  very  intenfely  upcn  foroe  one  part  of  duty.  And 
this,  men  argue,  is  being  concerned  for  what  they  ought.  But 
if  this  engage  us  too  much,  other  objeAs,  in  tit  led  to  our  at- 
t«ntion,  muft  go  without-  their  due  jhate,  even  were  we  dt£r« 
ous  they  (hould  have  it.  But  if  we  had  rather  forget  tiierp, 
and  make  amends  for  it  by  paying  a  double  regard  to  what  we 
l^e  better,  there  arc  no  degrees  of  negled  to  which  we  may 
not  thus  run.  Every  one  obferves,  that  in  rdigion  men  &t 
their  whole  h<earts  on  fome  darling  fpeculation  or  practice,  snd 
Vtterly  overlook  whatever  elfe  they  pleafe.  Now  jull  the 
fame  thing  happens  in  morals  ;  and'  feveral  of  the  inlianccs 
coincide.  As  there  are  fome,  who  place  their  religious  char- 
acter in  performing  certain  ritts  and  keeping  certain,  rules  cf 
outward  fandlity,  withqut  the  leaft  concern  about  any  fuch  tem- 
per a]id  condu£l,  as  thofe  rites  and  rules  were  defigned  to  ex- 
press and  promote  :  fo  do  others  put  their  moral  charafier,  i: 
it  may  be  called  fuch,  on  little  external  proprieties  and  deceo- 
cies  of  behaviour,  which  they  would  on  no  account  violatr, 
yet  have  n(.  fcruple  of  trampling  upon  the  mofl  important  lb- 
cial  obligations  ;  will  be  guilty  of  the  greattft  injuflice,  lui 
not  for  tiic  wj^rld  commit  an  incivility;  and  while  intone 
^aks  il*ey  mc:l   rigidly   obfervc   the  nictft  p undlilics,  v  'I  ni 
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others  difguife  the  vilcft  perfidioufnefs  with  the  meUncft  h jpo- 
cfify.  Again :  the  whole  piety  of  many  lies  in  a  vehement 
zeal  to  have  fuch  things  publicly  profefled,  as  either  they  do 
not  believe,  or  at  lead  will  not  pradife :  and  the  whole  virtnc 
ot*  others  confifts  in  extravagant  talk,  meant  to  propagate  high 
notions  of  redl:itude  and  intelle^ual  beauty,  and  harrtionious 
affe^ions,  which  have' feared  the  lead  influence  on  them  bryond 
words.  .  Again  :  Jbmc  have  narrowed  their  chriflian  charity 
almoft  into  th«  fingle  aft  of  almfgiving  to  the  poor,  on  the 
flfength  of  which  they  will  venture,  not  only  to  be  uncharits^ 
We  in  many* ways  to  whomfoever  elfe  they  will,  but  poffibly 
diftioneft,  intemperate,  diffolute  befides.  And  others  have 
flironk  their  boailed*  benevolence  into  a  partial  good*^nature« 
arbitrarily  exerted  or  withheld,  and  fliewn  chiefly  perhaps  on 
occafions  very  ill  chofen  ;  from  which  they  claim  allowance  to 
be  as  inhumanly  barbarous  in  other  cafes  as  they  pleafe,  and 
as  profane  and  debauched  as  they  can.  In  fliort,  men  turn 
their  pretences  to  rhorals  into  almoft  nothing,  juft  as  they  do 
their  pretences  to  religion  :  and  in  both  they  proceed,  fomfe- 
times  by  failiion  and  cuftom,  fometimes  by  mere  inclination 
or  humour.  To  folne  things  they  adhere  firmly  without  any 
reafon,  others  they  flight  contemptuoufly,  though  grounded  on 
the  ftrongeft  reafons.  And  thus,  on  both  fiaes,  attachment  to 
truth  and  duty  is  gradually  eflFaced  :  till,  as  the  one  fort  can 
be  very  pious  with  as  Kttle  true  religion,  as  tl^y  think  proper  i. 
fo  the  other  can  be  persons  of  honour,  with  a  very  finall'  (hare 
of  any  fingle  good  quality.  Indeed  it  i^  pitiable,  to'  fee  whnt 
wretched  poor  remnants  of  principle  fuch  men  b-^ve  at  lad 
to  pride  themfelves  upon,  and  dignify  with  pompous  names. 

Nor  do  both  forts  'agree'  only  in  this  firft  ftep,  of  exalting 
fome  favourite  article  to  the  undue  depreffion  of  others,  but  in 
the  fecond,  of  carrying  it  to  fucii  lengths,  as  turn  it  into  folly, 
and  afterwards  in^o  wickednefs. 

For  as  fuperflition  pi-effes  the  obligation  of  many  things  fur- 
ther than  religion  requires  ;  fo  doth  falfe  honour,  beyond  the 
precepts  of  morality  :  and  ftrange  refiriemenjts  are  adopted,  by 
the  one  in  the  fcrxrice  of  God,  and  by  tlie  other  in  tke  inter- 
coarfes  of  common  life,  which  -neither  divine  nor  human  wif- 
dom  can  poffibly  approve.  But  further  :  as  fuperflition  fome- 
times  obliges  men  to  tranfgrcfs  the  rules  of  virtue ;  fo  doth 
falfe  honour  very  frequently  oblige  them  to  tranfgrcfs  the  rules 
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of  religioa.  And  indeed  the  fuperftitioos  man,  to  do  him  jof- 
tice,  though  he  is  very  apt  to  look  down  npon  morality  as  a 
low  attainment,  yet  in  general  doth  think  it  one'of  (bme  value: 
but  the  mere  man  of  hoaoar  takes  religion  to  be  downright 
xneannefs ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  will  pay  the  mod  fer- 
vile  court  to  an  earthly  fuperior,  thinks  all  exprcffions  of  doqr 
to  the  Lord  and  King  of  heaven ^and  earth  much  beneath  him: 
or  though  inwardly  he  thinks  ocherwife,  yet  the  cowardly  fear 
of  making  an  ill  figure  amongft  his  brethren  drives  him  to  the 
abfurd  bravery  of  daring  to  affront  God^  though  it  be  with  a 
guilty  confcience,  and  an  aching  heart*  Further:  as  the  fo" 
perilitious  mtm  holds  thofe  in  contempt  who  obfenre  only  the 
common  rules  of  piety  ;  fo  doth  the  man  of  falfe  honour  thofe 
who  confine  themfelves  to  the  common  rules  of  virtue.  And 
as  the  extravagances  of  th6  one  make  religioo  defpifed,  sod 
tempt  men  to  run  into  profanencis  ^  fo  do  the  wilduellefs  of  the 
other  make  virtue  lauglied  ar,  and  tempt  men  to  run  into  pio- 
fligacy.  If  fuperllition  contradids,  and  then  to  fcreen  itfdf, 
undervalues  reafon  :  ftill  the  fierceft  bigot*  or  moft  frantic  co- 
thuGaft^  cannot  have  lefs  regard  to  reafon,  or  more  abfolutdj 
refufe  to  be  tried  by  it,  than  the  man  of- falfe  hotioor.  Noc 
can  the  former  pay  a  more  irrational  worlhip  to  his  deity,  than 
the  other  pays,  and  requires  that  every  body  elfe  fliould  paj, 
to  himfelf.  Further  yet :  men  of  religion  and  virtue  are  hum- 
ble and  difBdent,  candid  and  mild :  but  devotees  to  the  fliadow 
of  each,  iare  always  haughty  and  pofitive,  fuipicious  and  re^j 
to  take  offence.  And  when  they  do  take  offence,  the  hotteft 
zealot  cannot  eafily  be  more  mifchievous  in  God's  caufe,  than 
the  man  of  honour  thinks  himfelf  bound  to  be  in  his  own.  M 
the  religion,  that  torments,  and  iheds  blood  to  propagate  faid), 
be  cruel  and  deteitable  ;  the  honour,  that  ravages  and  depopu- 
lates nations  to  extend  glory,  deferves  no  fofjer  epithets.  K 
fuperftixion,  on  fmall  pretences,  enlids  men  into  partiesi  bit- 
tcr  againft  one  another,'  and  hurtful  to  fociety ;  falfe  honooTf 
on  grounds  as  inconfiderable  railcs  fa&ions  equally  pernicious; 
And  exafts  the  fame  perfeveranc-  in  adhering  to,  and  going  c* 
very  length  with,  the  fide  once  chofcn,  whatever  rifque  the 
whole  may  run  by  it.  If  fuperftition  in  fome  cafes  teaches 
men  to  {lick  at  no  wickednefs,  under  penalty  of  lofing  God's 
favour;  fo  doth  falfe  honour  in  others,  under  that  of  for- 
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fintiiig  the  eftieem  of  what  is  called  the  world.  And  if  the 
former  gives  men  hopes  of  efcaping  the  anger  of  heaven  for 
,  maQjr  known  fins  hj  zeal  for  fome  imagined  duty ;  ^  the  lat- 
ter helps  them  to  evade  the  condemnation  of  their  own 
hearts  foe  many  bafe  aftions,  bj  encouraging  them  to  pique 
tbemfelves  on  fome  one  point  of  merit,  which  perhaps  af- 
ter all  hath  little  or  ao  merit  in  it.  And  thus^  as  under 
the  influence  of  fuperftition,  all  fenfe  of  true  religion  fade* 
awaj ;  fo  doth  all  fenfe  of  true  virtue  under  that  of  mere 
honour :  till  at  laft  the  meaning  of  this  big  word  is  become  fo 
little  that  a  man  {hall  claim,  and  beallo^ired,  a  title  to  it,  with 
ever  fo  few  good  qualities,  and  ever  fo  maoj  bad  ones  ;  pio- 
vided  he  diares  but  venture  his  life  to  be  revenged  of  thofe  wh« 
fliall  afcribe  to  him  anj  of  the  latter  fort,  which  he  doth  not 
care  to  acknowledge. 

The  vileft  fuperllition  cannot  poffibly  have  depraved  the 
heart  mora,  than  fuch  honour :  nor  ufually  are  its  ill  imprei- 
fions  fo  hard  to  change  for  better.  And  therefore  though  a 
ftate  of  corrupt  religion  be  doubtlefs  a  deplorable  one ;  jet 
Aat  is  ilill  worfe  and  more  immediately  bordering  upon 
ruin,  when  all  reverence  for  God  being  avowedly  renounced, 
and  all  concern  for  virtue  in  reality  extinguifhed,  the  fingle 
direAion  left  for  human  behaviour,  the  only  principle  pro-' 
fefled  to  keep  men  from  being  abandoned  throughout,  is  an 
airy  notion,  which  will  eafily  aflpme  any  ihape  to  ferre  any 
purpofe,  that  they  pleafcj  or  vanifli  at  commancj,  when  it 
can  ferve  none.  It  Ihould  be  added,  that  as  fuperflition  is 
a  much  wickeder  thing,  for  ^  corrupting  religion  under  pre- 
tence  of  highly  refpeding  it ;  fo  is  D»Ife  honour,  for  corrup- 
ting morals  under  the  colour  of  refining  and  e3:alting  tbeun 
And  the  latter  corruptions  are  the  lefs  excufable  of  the  two, 
as  they  can  hardly  in  fo  great  a  degree,  proceed  from'  miC 
take:  finoe  the  duties,  that  we  owe  one  to  another  mult  be 
eonfiderably  more  obvious  to  our  apprehenfions,  than  fuch  as 
flow  from  the  relations  in  which  we  ftand  to  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, his  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  it  is  evident,  that  thefe  two  cha- 
raders  are  in  many  particulars  diredly  alike,  that  where 
they  are  oppofite,  they  have  this  likenefs  ftill,  that  one  is  93' 
far  removed  from  truth  as  the  other ;   but  that  in  the  point 

before 
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before  u«  they  perpetually  agree :  that  is,  in  being  fpcdow 
forms  and  appearances  of  the  two  moll  valuable  things  in  the 
world,  without  having  the  power  and  fubftance  of  cither: 
in  obfcuring  by  this  fallacious  lefemblance  that  knowledge 
of  their  duty,  which  by  reafon  and  revelation  God  bath 
given  to  men,  and  making  the  light  thai  is  in  them  dork^ 

nefs  *. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  that  hath    been  faid,   I  muft  beg 
you  to  obferve,   that  both  fupcrftition  may  be   fo  fpokes  a- 
gainft  as  to  depreciate  piety  ;  and  honodr  fo  as   to  depreditc 
virtue.     What  many  delight  to  repeat,  as  a  maxim  witbout 
exception,  that  fupcrftition  is  worfe  than  having   no  rdigiM 
at  all,  may  be  true  in  fome  cafes :  juft  as  it  may  in  others, 
that  falfe  honour  is  worfe   than  having  no  rule  of  conduft. 
JBut  fince  either  of  thefe  may  prevail  in  a  very   fmall  sod 
nearly  harmlefs  degree,   or  in  a  great  and  pernicious  one;  to 
conclude  the  higheft  and  the  loweft  under  the  fame  condem- 
nation, and  make  him  who  doth  no   worfe  than  load  the  fouo- 
'dation  of  truth  with  a  few  ungraceful  fuperftruQures,  equally 
guilty  with  ftich  as  would  overturn  it,  is  either  the  groJcft 
unfairnefs,  or  the  moft  pitiable  want  of  judgement.     Rcligioa 
and  virtue  naturally  produce  the  happieft  effefts.     Erroneous 
notions  in  cither  tend,  always  to  weaken  thdfe  effeds,  oftea 
to  produce  the  contrary  :^  and  therefore  it  fliould  be  the  coo- 
ftant  bufinefs  of  wife  and  good  men  to  weed  them  out  of  ba- 
nian minds  j    but   with  the  utmoft  caution ;    left    while  tht 
tares  are  gathered^   the  ^wheat  aifo  he  rooted  up  vnththtmf* 
And  .they,  who  manifeft  no  feeling  of  this  danger,  have  cither 
a  worfe  intention  than  they  own,  or  a  zeal  guided  by  very  lit- 
tle prudence. 

Therefore  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  this  difcourfc  is,  not  thai 
the  enormities  of  fuperilitious  men  ihould  bring  piety  into 
difrrace,  or  thofe  of  the  votaries  of  falfe  honour  make  tnic. 
honour  deemed  a  phantom :  not  that  either  of  thefe  dcfefliw 
and  faulty  charaSers  Ihould  keep  themfelves  in  countenanct 
by  inveighing  againft  the  defedls  and  faults  of  the  other;  bul 
that  both  labour  ferloufly  to  fupply  and  corred  their  owBt 
and  fo  become  fuch  in  deeS,  as  they  are  now  only  in  Iraagiw- 
tion.     For  if  our  Maker  demand  any  obedience  from  his  n- 
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tional  creatures,  it  muft  be   paid  to  his   whole  will,  however 
T¥iade  known  :  and  if  we  are  under  any  ties  of  fecial  behaviour  "^ 
or  felf*government,  we  are  bound  to  whatever   i§  jull  ;vnd  fit. 

•  A,\\  genuine  religion  leads  tQ^virtue:  all  genuine  virtue  to  re- 
ligion:  what  therefore   God  hath  joined  tpgethfr^  let  no  man     ' 

'put  afundiT^  :  but  let  all  unite  in  the  pra6lice,of  both^  as  pre- 
Tcribcd  in  the  gofpel.  For  there  and  there  only  they  will  find, 
(what  ftrongly  dcrnonftrates  its  heavenly  origin)  a  blamelcfi 
and  perfect  in ftltuti^n  of  duty,  without  any  miiture  of  what 
is  wrong,  or  any  omiflion  of  what  is  right.  nunks  be  ufito^ 
God  for  his. unf peak  able  gift\. 

*  Marth.  xrx.  6.  Mark  x.  ^.  fa  Con  ix.  15. 
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SERMON    LXXVI. 

The  Period  of  Christ's  Appearance  ik  the  Worlb,  the 
Most  PuorEii  in  TifE  Wisdom  of  Goiv 


Gal.  iv.  4.  / 

Wb^n  the  fulnefs  of  the  ttme  u*as  come,  God  feut  fwth  ku 

Son, 

*T^HE  redemption  of  mankind  from  iin'and  mifejy  by  the 
^  incarnation  and  death  of  Chrift  was  on  God*$  parr,  entire- 
]j  a  matter  of  mere  grace  and  favour.  It  depended  wbollj  on 
his  free  choice,  whether  he  would  fend  a  Saviour  into  i!ic 
world  at  all :  much  more  at  what  time  he  would.  We  have 
therefore  no  claim,  btit  what  is  founded  on  his  voluntary 
promifcs,  Thefe  indeed,  when  they  were  given,  he  was  bound 
to  make  gacd.  And  as  fome  of  them  not  only  alTured  the  world 
of  fuch  a  perfbn's  coming,  but  fixed  the  time  of  it;  fo  accord* 
ingly  he  came  at  the  time  fixed.  It  had  been  foretold  in  fcrip- 
ture,  that  he  fhbuld  appear  under  the  fourth  of  the  great  em- 
pires of  the  world* ;  whilft  the  fecond  houfe,  or  temple  of  the 
^ewi  ^as  in  beingf;  when  the  fceptn  was  dtparting fr^m 
JudabX;  at  the  end  of  fo  many  weeks  after  their  return  from 
the  captivity},  each  confiding,  not  of  feven  days,  but  of  fevcn 
years.  And  in  fad,  juft  when  all  thefe  marks  were  TrfiUy 
united,  ^efus  cafnf  into  Galilu^  preaching  and  faying^  the  time 
u  fulfilled;  and  the  kingdom  of  .God  is  at  hand:  Repent  ye, 
and  believe  the  gofp'el\\  • 

Tif  futnefs  of  time  therefore,  mentioned  by  the  apbftle  in 
the  text,  which  he  calls  tpe  appointed  time  of  the  Father  two 

Terfes 

*  Dan.  11.  44.  t  Haig.  ii.  $•  \  Gen.  xlix.  10, 

S  Dan.  ix.  25.  24.        |  Mark  1 14^  15* 
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verfes  before,  fb  plainly  that  which  the  fcripture  prophecies 
point  out  and  determine.  And  this  being  kept  to,  as  it  was 
with  great  eza&uefs  ;  reafonable  and  confiderate  men,  if  the 
world  were  made  up  .of  fuch  only,  would  have  little  farther 
left  to  do  in  the  matter,  than  to  acknowledge,  with  due  ad- 
miration, that  known  unto*  (jod  are  all  bis  works  from  the  be» 
ginning^.  Still,  modeft  inquiries  may  undoubtedly  be  made« 
why  a  blefling  of  fo  great  importance  was  delayed  fo  long.  If 
reafons  can  be  foupd,  pious  minds  will  rejoice  in  them ;  if  not, 
they  will  eaiily  be  fatisiied,  that  God  can  lee  better  and  far- 
ther, than  his  creatures. 

f  But  the  captious  and  the  arrogant,  they  who  muft  either 
undtrftand  every  thing,  or  will  believe  nothing,  have,  it  feems, 
infuperable  difficulties  on  this  head  :  and  the  one  point  of  our 
Saviour's  coming  no  fooner,  is  enough  with  them  to  deftroy 
his  whole  claim  without  looking  farther  into  it.  For  they 
fay,  if  either  his  inft ructions  or  his  death,  were  of  fuch  confe* 
queoce,  as  chrifiians  imagine  \  why  was  not  the  world  blefled 
^'ith  them  immediately  ?  Where  was  the  goodnefs,  where  was 
the  wifdom,  of  deferring  till  17C0  years  ago,  what,  if  it  was 
ncceflary  at  all,  was  equally  neceffary  long  before.  If  their 
own  reafon  was  a  fufficient  guide  to  men,  there  was  no  need 
of  his  ever  coming  to  teach  them :  if  it  was  not,  he  ought 
to  have  fupplied  the  defeAk  of  it  many  ages  fooner. 

Now  to  thefe  objedlions  it  would*  be  anfwer  enough,  that 
God  having  borne  teftimony  of  chriftianity,  firll  by  propht;:ies 
evidently  fulfilled,  then  by  miracles  uhquellionably  performed j 
it  is  a  muchmore  concluiive  argument,  that  for  thefe  reafons,  ic 
certainly  caitie  from  him,  and  therefore  came  at  a  proper  time, 
than  that,  according  to  our  notions,  it  did  not  come  at  a  proper 
time,  and  therefore  did  not  come  from  him-  Of  plain  fads 
well  atteded,  and  plain  conclusions  drawn  from  chcm,  we  are 

Vol.  II.  E  c  c  competent 

•  Afts  XT.  18. 

t  Celf.  in  Orig,  1.  6.  §.  78.  objeas:  wfcy  (^  lat«  ?  Why  into  fuch  a  corner? 
He  fliould  have  animated  many  bodies,  and  been  fent  into  dJTcrcnt  parts 
of  the  world.  Origen  anfwers,  that  he  entered  before  hi*  incarnation 
iota  all  that  lived  well :  that  he  mult  appear  iii"  a  nation  '  owning  one 
God,  and  having  prophecies  of  his  coming,  and  at  a  time  when  his  doc* 
trine  could  fpread*  :  that  one  Chrlft,  as  one  fun,  wa««  enough  for  the 
wori4  >  sn<i  if  not,  all  chriftians  are  members  of  his  body. 

•  On  which  point  alfo  he  infifts,  1.  2.  §  ;0.  ftiewing  the  ad^anfnge  of  kift 
appearbg  when  the  world  was  in  peace,  under  one  great  emplxe. 
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competent  judges.  But  for  creatuits  who  have  0^7  a  vcrj 
imperfeft  acquaintance  with  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  world,  for 
a  very  few  years,  to  think  of  prefcribingi^  by  what  fteps  the 
allwifc  God  muft  condu6l  the  affairs  of  it :  and  at  what  period 
he  is  bound  to  do  this  thing  and  that,  if  he  doth  it  at  all ;  is 
fuch  amazing  prefuraption,  as- no  degree  of  ignorant  boldnefs 
in  deciding  about  the  highdl  points  of  earthly  knowledge, 
makes  any  approach  to  :  and  were  it  carried  ^n  to  its  full 
length,  it  muft  end  in  downright  atheifm. 

For  fuppofe  a  new  fet  of  objeftors  (bould  arife»  and  argac 
againft  the  creation,  as  thcfe  do  agalnft  the  redemption,  of 
man  ;  ihonld  aflt,  if  a  good  and  wife  boing  made  the  fi^orld  for 
our  happincfs,  why  he  made  it  no  foonf*r;  why  he  did  oat 
make  us  at  once  as  happy,  as  we  could  be  j  why  at  leaft  the 
conveniencies  of  lift:,  the  temedies  for  difeafes,  the  feveral  parts 
of  ufcful  and  entertaining  knowledge  were  not  difcovcred  to  ns 
immcdiart-ly ;  why  the  extraordinary  perfons,  who  in  varinu 
ways  have  enlightened  and  benefited  the  v/orld,  were  fent  into 
it  fo  liite,  and  not  at  the  very  firft;  where  was  the  goodnds, 
where  was  the  wifdom,  of  deferring  fo  many  things  till  thcfe 
later  ages ;  which,  if  they  were  wanted  at  all,  were  equally 
wanted  long  before  ?  Could  any  other  anf%ver  be  given  in  de- 
fence of  natural  religion,  than  hath  been  given  juft  now  ia 
defence  of  the  gofpel ;  that  God  knows  beft  the  proper  time 
of  eyery  thing.  Let  thefe  pbjeftors  therefore  chufe,  whether 
they  will  fland  by  their  objection,  and  be  aiheiftsi  or  give  k 
up,  and  be  chriiHans. 

But  to  fupply  them  with  fome  inducements  to  cliofe  righif 
and  give  you  fome  farther  fatisfadion  in  fo  material  a  poist. 
it  will  be  ufeful  to  confider  our  blefled  Lord's  coming, 

I.    With  rej^ard  to  thofe  who  lived  before  it ;  and 

][.  With  relation  to  thofe  who  lived  after  it. 

From  thence  it  will  appear,  that  his  coming,  when  be 
did,  was  no  hardfhip  to  the  former :  and  an  unfpeakable  ad- 
vantage to  the  latter :  and  therefore  was  well  and  wiftlj  v^ 
poirtcJ. 

L  That  his  coming,  when  he  did,  was  no  hareihip  to  thcfe. 
who  lived  before  it.  For  though  his  pcrfonal  appearance  was 
late,  yet  that  doth  not  hinder,  Liit  the  carlietl  ages  may  ha« 
been  greatly  the  happier  for  it :  We  learn  indeed  from  fcrip- 
ture,  that  there  is  no  fahation  in  any  other* .     But  we  lean 

alio, 
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alfo,  that  the  falvatioti,  procured  bjr  him,  extends  from  the 
beginning  of  time  to  the  end  of  it :  that  as  in  Adam  ^11  die^ 
eifenfo  in  Chrijl  Jhall  all  he  made  alive*  :  that  good  perfons  in 
the  firft  agest  as  well  as  in  the  following,  were  redeemed  bjr 
his  blood,  who  being  fore>ordained  from  eternity,  to  be  mani" 
Jefted  in  due  time\y  i^  therefore,  in  refpeft  of  the  ei&cacj  of  his 
deatli,  the  Lamb  Jlain  from  the  foundattQn  of  the  world  t*  The 
realitj  of  this  efficacy  we  hope  we  are  well  able  to  defend, 
whenever  that  ihall  be  the  point  in  queftion.  But  in  the  mean 
time  this  is  very  evident,  that  whatever  motive  the  view  of  his 
fufferings,  when  paft,  conld  offer  to  God  for  being  gracious  to 
men,  the  foreiighc  of  the  fame  fuffcriogs,  covenanted  for  in 
cixne  to  come,  mull  be  an  equal  motive :  for  a  good  fecurity  is, 
CO  all  intents,  equivalent  to  an  actual  payment.  And  therefore 
th«  death  of  our  Saviour,  when  he  did  die,  was  juft  as  bene- 
ficial, as  it  poi&bly  could  have  been,  ever  fo  much  earlier.  And 
as  we  firmly  believe  that  it  was  highly  beneficial  to  many,  who 
trufted  in  Ged's  mercy,  with  a  vecy  obfcpre  knowledge  of  him: 
fo  we  are  far  from  denying,  that  it  may  have  been  beneficial  to 
jnany  others,  who  trailed  in  the  fame  mercy,  without  any  pre- 
fent  knowledge  ^  him  at  all. 

We  do  indeed  maintain,  that  human  reafon,  unalliiled  by  di- 
vine revelation,  is  an  tnfufficient  guide  in  matters  of  religion, 
But  infufficient  for  what  purpofe  ?  Not  infufficient  to  fliew 
the  means  of  efcaping  future  mifery.  If  it  wer^,  fince  multi- 
tudes have  never  had  any  other  guide,  they  muft  be  mifer able 
unavoidably,  and  God  unjuft  in  making  them  fo.  But  we  fay  it  is 
infufficient,  in  its  very  nature,  to  give  men  that  degree  of  know- 
ledge and  goodnefs,  and  confequently  that  future  happinefs, 
which  the  faith  of  Chrift  can  give :  and  that  it  hath  proved  in. 
fafficient  in  fad,  to  give  any  one  nation  in  the  world  any  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  knowledge  and  goodnefs  at  all :  nay,  to 
preferve  any  one  nation  from  being  overwhelmed  with  grofs 
ignorance  and  wickednefs.  That  the  heathen  part  of  the  world 
hath  been  thus  ignorant  and  wicked,  unbelievers  themfelves 
muft  acknowledge.  And  if  it  be  an  argument  againft  the  chri. 
ftian  fcheme,  that  nothing  was>  done  fooner  to  relieve  them  : 
how  much  ftronger  an  argument  is  it  againfl  their  fcheme,  that, 

£  e  e  2  according 
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according  to  that,  nothing  h  yet,  or  ever  will  be,  done  to  re» 
licve  them  ?  We  teach,  that  God  fcnt  his  Son  to  reform  the 
world,  when  he  faw  it  a  proper  time:  thej  teach,  that  he  hatk 
fent  no  one  at  any  time:  and  which  bears  hardeft  upcn  his 
goocmefs  and  wifdom  ?  Undoubtedly  they  will  fay,  that  Gcd 
makes  due  allowances  for  the  difadvantag?s  men  are  under. 
Why  we  fay  the  very  fame  thing :  and  why  is  not  the  plea  si 
good  in  our  mouths,  as  in  theirs?  Much  better  indeed;  be^ 
caufe  we  think,  unaflifled  reafon,  could  hardly,  if  at  all,  teach 
izw.Uy  feveral  truths,  which  they  think  it  could  not  fail  to  teack 
thrm:  and  therefore,  as  unaffeded  ignorance  Is  always  ao  tx- 
cufe  for  faults,  unbelievers,  if  they  will  be  con6ftent  with 
tliemfelves,  muft  pafs  a  harder  fentence  on  the  heathcu  world, 
than  chriftians  have  ground  to  do. 

But  not  only  the  generality  of  the  world,  before  Chrifi,  were 
pofTeiTed  of  this  advantage  on  our  fcheme  ;  but  a  confiderabk 
part  of  it  enjoyed,  what  might  have  been,  if  they  woald,  a 
much  greater ;  and  as  they  wanted  fupematural  inflmdioo, 
fo  they  had  it.  Revelations  were  made,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
became  needful,  firft  to  Adam^  then  to  Neah^  then  tp  jihrth- 
ham :  each  of  whom  doubtlefs  commnuicated^hem  to  their  des- 
cendants. Now  the  defcendants  of  the  two  former  were  all 
mankind ;  and  of  the  lad,  feveral  great  nations.  Then  after- 
wards, that  aflonifhing  delivery  of  the  law  on  mount  Sh^ 
to. the  Jews^  preceded  by  fuch  miracles  m  Egypt ^  followed  by 
fo  many  more  in  Canaan^  and  made  the  foundation  of  a  laige 
commonwealth,  profcffiog  faith  in  one  only  God,  the  Maker  ct 
heaven  and  earth,  was  a  itanding  declaration  of  true  religkni 
firft  to  all  the  countries  in  their  neighbourhood,  then  to  M  the 
countries  in  which  they  were  captives  or  difptrfed,  till  the  very 
time  of  our  Saviour's  appearance.  The  effe&s  of  thefe  things, 
though  much  lefs  than  they  might  have  been,  were  however 
confiderablc ;  perhaps  the  chief  foundation  of  all  the  tree 
religion  which  the  Gentiles  had.  And  how  much  lefs  worthy 
of  the  divine  goodneb  is  the  dodrine  of  unbelievers,  that  man 
was  totally  abandoned  by  his  Maker  to  ignorance  ai)4  &i; 
than  ours,  that  interpofitions  from  above  in  his  favour  wnc 
thus  often  vouchfafed  ?  And  how  greatly  do  thefe  lefien  the 
difficulty,  concerning  our  Saviour's  coming  fo  late ;  efpccJally 
if  we  add  farther,  what  the  word  of  God  much  mfic  than 

intimates, 
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intimites,  that  all  the  fupernatural  inftruftions  which  the  world 
had  from  the  earlicft  times,  were  given  for  his  fake,  and 
through  his  means.  Naj,  were  we  to  fay  farther  yet,  that  he 
gave  perfonally  thi  chief  of  them  ;  and  appeared  many  times 
for  this  purpofc,  before  he  appeared  in  the  flefti :  it  would  be 
nothing  more,  than  fcripture  makes  probable,  and  learned  and 
judicious  chriftians  in  all  ages  have  believed. 

Since  therefore  the  world  had  no  ri^ht  at  all  to  any  revela- 
tion of  Qod's  will,  and  yet  partook  of  it  thus  from  the  firft  ; 
they  were  by  no  means  hardly  trcal^ed,  in  not  having  Uie  fulled 
inanifeftation  of  it  fooner.  Nay*  indeed,  there  muft  be  fome- 
thing  peculiarly  plcaiing  to  good  men  amongd  the  Jewx^  in 
that  gradual  increafe  of  light,  which  was  imparted  to  them, 
brightening  on  continually  towards  perfedl:  day.  And  every 
pious  mind,  in  every  place,  had  one  advantage^  even  from  the 
obfcurity  which  encompafTed  them  ;  that  they  could  exercife  a 
more  acceptable  truft  in  the  divine  promifes,  while  they  were 
lefs  explicit:  and  enjtitle  themfelves  to  a  greater  blelfednefs, 
for  doing  fo  much,  while  they  faw  in  comparifon  fo  little. 

Still  we  Qwn,  that,  upon  the  whole,  they  had  not  equal  pri- 
vileges with  us  5  and  yet  we  hold  that  God  is  no  refpeBer  of 
perfons*' :  that  is,  he  never  makes  unjuil  or  unreafonable  dif- 
tioAions  :  but  that  he  makes  very  often  fuch  as  we  cannot  fee 
the  reaf^n  for,  is  as  evident  in  the  dailv  courfe  of  nature  and 
providence,  as  in  the  dodrine  of  revelation.  It  is  moil  vffible, 
that  God  withholds  many  bleffings,  conducive  to  virtue  and 
piety,  as  well  as  to  temporal  happinefs,  from  fome  perfons, 
feme  nations,  and  fome  ages,  which  yet  he  bellows  on  others  : 
and  why  then  might  he  not  withhold,  from  the  ages  before 
Chriil,  the  advantages,  which  thofe  after  him  receive  from  his 
coming,  even  though  we  could  not  fliew,  what  end  was  an- 
fwered  by  that  method  of  proceeding  ?  But  indeed  We  can 
fliew  many  valuable  ones :  as  I  ihall  npw  proceed  to  do,  un« 
der  the 

lid  head  propofed,  which  is :  that  his  appearing  fo  late,  as 
it  was  no  injury  to  the  preceding  times,  was  a  great  benefit  to 
the  following.  For  by  that  means,  ehriftianity  was  capable, 
both  of  being  proved  mora  clearly,  and  fprcad  through  the 
world  more  eafily,  and  fixed  in  it  more  laftingly. 

Had 

•  Afti  X.  34. 
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Had  our  Saviour  appeared  in  the  early  ages,  tbcr^had  been  I 
little  or  no  room  for  a  number  of  prophecies  concerning  him  ! 
beforehand.  Or  if  there  had,  it  vould  have  been  difficiklt,  if  j 
not  impoffible,  to  prove  afterwards,  that  fuch  prophecies  were  | 
made  a  fufficient  time  before  the  event.  And  thus  One  kind  of  i 
evidence  6f  his  authority,  and  a  very  llrong  one,  mull  have  bcea  j 
intircly  loft.  \ 

And  for  the  other  evidence,  that  of  miracles  :  bad  Chrift  ! 
come  and  performed  his,  only  a  thousand  or  two  of  years  ear- 
lier than  he  did  ;  they  who^objeA  now  to  his  coming  no  fooncr, 
how  much  mgre  would  they  have  objected  in  that  cafe  to  his 
coming  fo  faon  ;  in  a  period  of  time,  when  men  were  ignorant 
and  unexperienced,  (credulous  and  unfufpicious,  and  beiides  in« 
capable  of  conveying  down  to  us  with  any  certainty  what  pzf- 
fed  amongft  them  ?  Indeed  as  it  is,  are  not  fome  ready  to  (ay  or 
imagine,  though  very  uniuftly,  that  the  credit  of  the  gofpel 
hillory  is  lefs  for  its  being  fo  ancient  5  and  wearing  out  cooti- 
nually,  as  time  runs  on  ?  What  would  they  ha^  faid  then,  if 
the  time  had  been  twice  as  long  ?  Very  pof&bly,  there  might 
have  been  little  need  for  them  to  fay  any  things;  almoft,  if  not 
quite,  every  ray  of  truth  might  have  been  loft  in  the  thickneh 
of  the  medium,  through  whic|i  it  was  to  pafs  ;  and  at  belt  the 
5on  of  God  might  harve  appeared  no  otherwife,  than  as  one  <rf 
the  fabulous  heroes  of  pagan  antiquity.  Now  indeed,  having 
a  ferles  of  revelations  down  to  his  days,  the  latter  part  attefling 
and  confirming  the  former,  we  have  fuilicient  ground  to  rdj 
firmly  on  the  earlieft.  But  had  the  whole  been  clofed  when 
t'le  firll  was  given,  the  proof  of  it  muft  have  been  moch 
weiiker. 

*  Nay,  had  he  come  in  the  mid-way^  between  thofe  times,  and 
that  when  he  did :  in  what  ftate  would  he  have  found  the 
world  ?  He  would  have  found  the  Jewi^  far  from  being  cap- 
able of  fo  fpiritual  a  religion  as  bis,  not  fufiiciently  refiraiocd 
by  all  the  fetters,  and  all  the  pomp,  of  their  own  ceremonial 
one,  from  grofs  idolatry  ;  and  therefore  plainly,  as  the  apoftk 
obferves,  in  the  condition  of  children^  wanting  to  be  kept 
longer  under  tutors  and  governors^  and  the  elements  of  their  hw, 
till  they  Qiould  come  to  be  of  age  for  a  ftate  of  fineedom  *•  Be- 
iides, they  were  hitherto  little  known  in  the  world ;  and  ts 

chriftianity, 

•  Gal.  hf.  T,  t,  5» 
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cbriftianitj,  for  manj  reafods,  was  to  have  its  rife  in  that  na« 
tion,  the  proper  time  for  its  rife  was  certainly,  not  till  their 
teftimonj  to  the  prophecies  and  fads  on  which  it  was  built, 
could  reach  farther,  and  have  more  efFeS. 

Then  as  to  the  Gentiles,  the  darknefs  thej  were  in,  till  a 
fnoall  time  before  our  Saviour's  appearance,  was  mbch  too 
great  for  them  to  bear  the  light  of  the  fun,  breaking  out  upon 
them  at  once.  Or  had  it  not,  thej  were  divided  into  numbers 
of  fmall  kingdoms  and  dates,  continually  at  war.  The  com- 
munication of  a'  religion,  from  one  to  another  of  thefe,  would 
have  been  extremely  difficult :  and  neither  miracles,  nor  in- 
ftruftions,  xould  cafily  have  reached  far.  Jealoufies  would 
have  arifen,  that  political  purpofes  of  one  againft  another  were 
deiigned  to  be  ferved  by  it :  fome  fuch  perhaps  would  have 
been  grafted  upon  it.  One  nation  would  have  favoured  and 
eftablifhed  the  new  fcheme  ;  another  rejefted  and  calumniated 
It :  and  by  thefe  contefts  every  part  of  its  evidence,  and  efpt* - 
cially  that  great  one,  the  difintereftednefs  of  its  teachers,  would 
hare  become  fo  doubtful,  that  many  confiderate  men  would 
fcarce  have  known  what  to  think  of  it. 

Befides,  had  our  bleifed  Lord's  in(tru£lions  been  given  mVch 
earlier;  after* times  would  never  have  known  fafficiently  the 
need  they  had  of  them:  but  jvould  have  imagined,  that,  in  a 
little  while,  men  would  have  found  cut  of  themfelves,  every 
thing  which  he  had  tau;:bt  them.  E/en  now,  after  the  ex- 
fierience  of  fo  many  ages  <  the  contrary,  fome  tell  us,  that 
the  whole  of  religion,  of  all  we  have  to  believe  and  do;  to  hope 
or  fear,  is  fo  plaifi,  that  no  or*,  ould  ever  mifs  it.  How  much 
more  plaufibly  then  would  mh;  have  raid  fo,  and  indeed  how 
much  fainter  a  fcnfe  fliould  we  all  have  had  of  our  obligations 
to  Ghrift:  if  the  mo^  enlightened  parts  of  the  world,  had 
not,  before  his  coming,  wandered  fo  long  in  fu perdition  and 
fin? 

Nor  is  this  farther  confideration  without  its  weight :  that, 
had  our  Savioar  come  and  delivered  the  precepts  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  in  their  full  purity  and  ftriftnefs,  before  the  light  of  nature 
had  been  fuf&ciently  improved,  by  a  few  of  the  heathens,  to 
difcern  and  own  the  jultnefs  of  them  :  what  is  ftill  faid  by 
fome,  would  then  have  been  faid  by  many  more  :  that  they 
were  utterly  -too  rigid  .for  the  nature  and  circumftances  of 
j^  man; 
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man ;  and  unfit  to  be  required  of  fuch  .cre«tnces«  •&  «e 
are.  .  - 

But  now,  inftead  of  all  thcfc  inconveniences,  the  oppofiu 
advantages  are  happilj  obtained,  only  by  waiting,  till  ihifuU 
^efs  of  time  was  come,  Bj  this  prudent  delay,  the  Jews  weic 
fo  far  prepared  for  his  reception,  as  they  were  reclaimed  frop 
idolatry  :  and  therefore  the  Mofaic  law,  which  had  been  made 
to  ke^p  them  from  it,  might  be  fafely  laid  afide.  Some  of  them 
were  grown  fuperftitioufly  fond  of  the  legal  ceremonies :  theft 
it  was  time' to  enlighten.  Others  were  longing  for  that  beuer 
ilate  of  things,  Vvhich  the  prophets  had  foretold  ;  thcfe  it  w» 
time  to  blefs  with  the  confolation  they  waited  for.  The  ex- 
pc^ation,  which  they  both  had  of  the  Mefliah,  would  excite  a 
great  attention  to  the  Holy  Jefus  :  and  yet  the  too  common 
opinion,  that  he  was  to  appear  as  a  temporal  princc»  would 
fufficiently  keep  them  from  being  partial  in  his  favour,  fioee 
he  appeared  in  a  manner  fo  different.  Their  government  wai 
ilill  ill  being,  and  their  laws  in  ufe,  for  thofe,  who  wodU,  to 
examine' into  :  their  countrymen  were  fpread  through  a  great 
part  of  the  earth,  to  make  the  examination  ealier  ;  their  facnd 
books  had  been  fome  time  before  tranflated  into  Greti^  the 
commoneQ.  language  then  in  the  world,  for  every  one's  perufaL 
By  thefe  means,  they  and  their  religion  were  well  eaoo^ 
known,  eafily  to  afford  all  needful  information;  yet  by  oo 
means  well  enough  liked,  to  prejudice  men  in  favour  of  aoj 
new  dodtrine,  that  ihouid  proceed  from  them.  Nor  could  mco 
be  prejudiced  through  them,  on  the  iide  of  chriftianilj:  bi 
though  they  bore  a  confide  ruble  teftimony  to  it,  yet  moil  part 
ff  them  did  it  againft  their  wills  i  fince,  though  many  of  them 
believed  in  Chrifl,  the  generality  did  not. 

This  condition  of  the  yews  undoubtedly  made  the  Gintila 
much,  better  judges,  of  our  Saviour's  claim,  than  they  couU 
have  been,  had  he  appeared  before.  And  as  to  their  own  ^n* 
dicioD  J  learning  and  philofopby  had  flourilhed  amongil  them 
for  fome  ages  5  but  was  then  become  more  univerfal,  than  ever. 
It  had  freed  the  minds  of  many  from  the  cftablifbcd  fupcrft*- 
tions.  It  had  taught  a  few  the  reafonableoefs  of  fome  of  tli^ 
ilri<Sleft  precepts,  which  our  Saviour  afterwards  delivered*  And 
in  thefe  rtfpefts  it  had  very  happily  made  way  for  his  dt-flrine. 
BHt  it  had  been  far  froax  accomplifhing  any  general  reforina- 

lioflj 
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tion,  evtn  of  opinions^  in  the  world.  The  heathen  morality 
was  founded  on  fpeculation,  too  abftrafted  for  the  bulk  of 
maokind ;  wa^  fittetihratb^r  to  confound  thein  bj  endlefs  dif* 
pates,  than  teach  then^  anj  thing  folid  to  reft  upon :  indeed,  to 
hj  the  truth*  it  was  never  propofed  to  them  or .  taught  them 
pablicljy  but  bonfined  to  the  fchools  of  philofophers.  Naj,  it 
had  not  conrinced  even  them  of  many  moil  important  truths ; 
jor  of  the  duty  of  profeffing  boneftly  the  important  truths,  of 
which  they  were  convinced:  for  they  all  conformed  to  the 
eftabliflied  idolatries.  Now  thefe  things' plainly  (hewed,  that 
xtafon  alone  would  neyer  make  known  fo  mudvof  rdigion,  af 
men  had  need  to  know  ;  and  therefore  revelation  was  infinitely 
de&reable«  Yet  at  the  fan^e  time,  no  age  befoi^  had  ever  been 
fo  nnlikcly  to  embrace  a  falfis  reve^atioi),  as  thai  was.  The 
improvement  of  knowledge  had  thoroughly  enabled  them  ta 
diftioguiih  between  truth  and  impofthre :  t}>e  toany  cheats  ot 
paganifm  had  put  them  04  their  guard :  the  prevailing  fed  of 
the  times  was  the  Epicurean^  which  believed  nothing  of  reli- 
gion. And  even  the  prevailing  wickednefs  of  the  times  would 
be  fare  to  keep  men  from  admitting,  too  haftily,  a  religion,  fo 
firidly  virtuous,  as  the  Chriftian^  and  indeed,  tp  difcourage' 
any,  that  were  cunning  enough  to  be  deceivers,  from  ever  hoping 
to  impofe  by  artifipc  and  fraud  fnch  a  fet  of  precepts  on  fuch 
an  aige.  Had  it  been  one  of  as  great  fimplicity  of  nvanners,  as 
fome  of  the  foregoing  ;  it  might  have  been  pretended,  that  the 
goodnela  of  the  ihorality  of  the  gofpel  had  made  its  other  doc- 
trines pais  without  evidence.  But  to  require  of  a  generation, 
ib  extremely  vicious,  what  had  never  been  required  of  man 
before,  an  abfolute  denial  of  every  wrong  inclination  of  every 
kind,,  was  a  full  proof  of  honcfty  in  the  teachers :  and,  if  they 
prevailed,  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  the  truth  of  what  they 
taught.  Now  we  know  they  did  prevail.  And  as,  without 
the  Icaft  learning,  thej»  delivered  a  fublimer  and  purer  religion  j 
fo,  without  the  leaft  worldly  help,  they  produced,  in  a  few 
years,  a  greater  reformation,  than  all  the  wit  and  power  of  man 
had  ever  been  able  to  do  before :  of  both  which  arguments 
chriftianity  muft  have  been  deprived,  had  God  revealed  it, 
before  philofophy  and  human  policy,  had  tried  their  own 
ftrength.  ' 
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But  further  yet,  when  bur  Saviour  appeared,  and  ^catce  tiB 
then,  the  greateft  patt  of  the  known  world  was  peaceably  fet- 
tled Hinder  one  empire,  that  of  the  Romans.  On  which  accoaot. 
Uien  were  much  more  at  leifure  for  att^a<lii)g  lo  a  new  rrligioB: 
travelling  and  fending  intelligence  was  much  tnore  eonr|jii>od»- 
OU8 ;  chriftianity  therefore  was  eafily  propagated ;  and  its  proofi 
as  eaiily  examined.  Beiides  this,  its  being  perfecutcd  (o  foon, 
and  fo  long,  through  the  whole  of  that  vnil  d  )minion,  (hewe4 
it9  profeiTors  to  have  no  worldly  intereft  in  view  :  which  they 
poffibly  might,  if  the  fame  extent  of  country  had  iiiU  btea 
divided  amongft  difierent  princes ;  one  of  whom  perhaps  wooU 
have  proteded  them  againft  another.  And  their  getting  tlic 
better,  by  mere  argument  and  patience,  of  this  moil  fomtdaUe 
power,  was  a  ftrong  proof.^  that  truth,  and  the  God  of  trach, 
vras  their  fupport.  To  which  it  muft  be  added,  that  the  fceac 
of  this  noble  ilniggk  being  at  the  fame  time  the  feat  of  kara- 
ing,  we  have  a  fufficient  account  of  it  hatided  down  to  Us  frocs 
the  firfl,  both  by  friends  ahd  enemies :  whereas  in  the  tnort 
ignorant  countries,  where  chriftianity  was  taught,  (and  the 
obfervation  is  greatly  to  its  honour)  it  either  oould  not  g«t 
footings  or  could  not  keep  it ;  and  where  it  lafted  longeft,  little 
or  no  hiftory  of  it  remains. 

Thefe  advantages  then  our  religion  had,  from  not  being  pu- 
blifhed  till  the  age,  in  which  it  was.  If  any  former  migh( 
poffibly  be  as  proper  in  fome  refpedls,  yet  none  will  be  foni^ 
.  fo  proper  in  aH.  And  if^'what  hath  been  faid  hath  only  weight 
enough  to  remove  an  obje&ion  againft  the  ,gofpe1,  no  more  is 
neccffary.  But  I  hope  it  will  be  thought  a  powerful  circnm- 
ftance  in  its  favour,  that  the  time  of  its  promulgation  was  fc 
evidently  the  right  one.  And  I  hope  alfo,  that  confiderate 
men  will  take  occafion  from  this  inilance  to  refled,  that  a 
others  too  the  ways  of  God  may  be  very  juft  and  wife,  where 
perhaps,  on  a  hafty  view,  they  may  feetii  very  exceptionable. 

But  I  muft  not  conclude  without  adding,  that  the  care,  with 
which  our  Saviour  chdfe  for  our  fakes  the  fitteft  feafon  of  cons- 
ing,  fliould  make  us  very  careful  for  our  own  fakes  to  be  fit 
•for  receiving  him.  The  whole  benefit  to  us  of  what  he  did 
then,  depends  intirely  on  what  we  (hall  do  at  prefent :  and  all 
he  hath  gone  through  to  help  and  fave  us,  will  only  incre2?eoHr 
mifery,  if  wc  negleft  to  help  ourfclves,  bj  pcf  forming,  (through 
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the  means  which  he  hath  procarcd  for  us)  all  the  duties  of  a  . 
godlj,  righ  teous  and  fober  life,  in  the  conilant  expedation  of 
his  coming  again*  Perniit  me  therefore  to  conclude  in  the 
ap'ftie'*  words.  We  then ^  as  workers  together  %viib  bim^  be* 
fetch  you^  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain.  For  ht 
Jaithy  I  have  beard  thee,  in  a  time  accepted^  -  and  in  the  day  of 
falvation  have  I  fui  coured  thee :  behold^  nov)  is  the  accepted  time  z 

heboid^  now  is  the  ilay  of  falvation  *. 

\ 
•  %  Cor.  VI.  1, 1. 
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The  Davoer  or  Unbelief,  akd  the  AoTAKiACEs  or 
Rational  Faith- 


John   XX.    39. 

jefus  faith  unto  lim^  Homes ^  hecavfe  thou  hajl  fetn  nw,  fl«t 
hajl  helieved :  hlejfed  an  tbej^  that  ha^e  not  fttn^  and  jH 
have  believed. 

'T'  H  E  S  E  worcii  relate  to  the  flrange  anwillingneis  of  one  cf 
the  sipodles  to  admit  the  teftimonj  of  our  SaviooT*s  rcfiir- 
.reflion.  And  there  is  tomething  fo  remarkable  and  inftmAiTe 
in  the  account,  which  the  evangelifts  give,  not  only  of  the  be- 
havionr  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  fingle  infiance  before  os,  bnt  cf 
the  whole  behaviour  of  t,he  various  perfons  concerned  io  ike 
hiftory  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  and  efpeciallj  in  the  condudiag 
part  of  it,  that  I  fhall  defire  jour  attention  a  while  to  that 
matter  in  general,  before  I  proceed  to  our  apoftle's  cafe  io  par.* 
ticular. 

Throughout  the  gofpels,  the  charafiers  of  all  who  appear  m 
them,  though  verj  unlike  each  to  the  other,  and  fome  of  dieai, 
very  uncommon,  are  drawn  fo  agreeably  to  nature,  and  pre- 
fen  ted  fo  confiftfiit ;  (while  yet  the  writers  plainly  ufe  do 
art  on  the  occafion,  and  indeed  were  incapable  of  ufing  it  to  aoj 
purpofe)  that  a  confiderate  perfon,  without  farther  evideoce, 
muft  conceive  the  defcriptions  to  be  taken  from  the  life.  So- 
picrnatural  things  indeed,  of  the  mod  amazing  kind,  are  inter- 
mixed. But  then  the  canfe  was  worthy  of  them  in  the  higheft 
degree  :  and  uA  the  mere  human  part  of  the  narration,  if  I  mar 
call  it  by  that  name,  is  fo  entirely  free  from  any  thing  forced 
and  romantic,  an4  reprefents  the  heads  apd  hearts  of  men  work- 
ing fo  exafMy  as  they  do  in  fad  work,  yet  fo  differently  from 
what  the  un&ilful  would  be  apt  to  exped  from  them,  that  it 
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vtxj  ftrongly  confirms  the  truth  of  all  that  is  related.  I  ihall 
fpecif/  only  fach  proofs  of  this  point,  as  occur  in  the  (hort  (lorj 
of  our  Sairiour's  death  and  return  to  life. 

The  pidure,  which  we  have  there,  of  the  bigotry  and  fu- 
peiftition  of  the  Je^s^  how  aftonifhiag  is  it,  atid  yet,  how  juft  I 
zealous  profeiTors  of  a  religion  which  prefers  juftice  an^  nvercy 
to  all  things ;  yet  incited  by  that  very  zeal  to  the  groifeft  vio- 
lations of  both  :  abhorring  from  principle  the  Roman  power ; 
yet  making  it  in  form  their  charge  againft  the  meek  and  lowly 
Jefu^s,  that  he  was  dangerous  to  that  power :  determined  to  ' 
have  his  life,  though  viiibly  innocent ;  fuborning  falfe  witnet- 
fes  ;  raifing  tumults  for  that  wicked  end :  yet  much  too  fcru- 
pulous  to  go  into  the  Judgement-hall,  left  they  ihould  be  defiled, 
and  made  unfit  to  eat  the  pafTover.  At  the  fame  time,  Pilate^ 
the  Roman  govemeri  appears  in  quite  another  light :  -a  perfect- 
ly natural  one  indeed  for  a  man  of  the  world  :  but  which  plain 
country  people,  and  fuch  the  firft  believers  were,  would  never 
have  placed  him  in,  from  their  own  invention.  '  Contemptu. 
oufly  indifferent  ^bout  the  religious  accufations  brought  againft 
the  prifoncr :  very  clear,  that  the  political  ones  were  ground- 
lefs,  and  therefore  in  earneft  defirous  to  fave  him  :  but  how- 
ever, makbg  a  compliment  of  him  at  all  adventures  to  Herod^ 
the  moment  that  he  had  hopes  it  might  reconcile,  as  it  did,  a 
powerful  enemy ;  and  ready  without  hefitation  to  cirucify  him, 
rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  not  being  thought  Cafar's  friend. 
His  wife  in  the  mean  while,  with  the  native  tendernefs  of  her 
fez,  and  the  common  fuperftition  of  the  age,  lays  a  ftrefs 
on  her  very  dreams  to  difliiade  hhn  from  ihedding.  guiltlefs 
Wood.    .   . 

The  difciples,  on  this  trying  incident,  we  find  reprefented  to 
be  of  juft  fuch  various  and  unequal  charafl:ers,  as  men  general- 
ly are  indeed,  but  are  feldom  made  to  be  in  i£litious  compo* 
fitions.  Judas^  whom  Chrift,  though  he  knew  him  well,  per- 
mitted to  be  an  apoftle,  (probably  to  ihew,  that  the  worft  of 
men,  with  the  faireft  opportunities,  could  pn>ve  no  evil  againft 
him)  after  following  him  to  make  a  profit  of  keeping  the. 
purCe,  fitft  betrays  him  for  a  little  more  profit ;  yet,  like  a  true 
villain,  aims  to  conceal  his  treachery  under  marks  of  moft  af- 
feftionate  regard :  is  ftruck  however  with  remorfe  and  horror, 
when  he  begins  to  fee  the  confequences  of  his  crime  draw  near- 
er >  but  deftroys  faimfelf,  inftead  of  aiking  pardon,  becaufe  his 

own 
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own  heart  was  too  bad,  to  be  capable  of  beliering  that  his  Lord 
coald  forgive  him.  Pttir^  on  the  contrary,  vhofe  forwardneb 
and  fclf-opinion  had  led  him  unneceffarilj  into  the  neigbbour. 
hood  of  danger,  unable  to  go  through  the  trial,  which  he  iiad 
chofen,  finks  into  very  wrong  behaviour  for  a  while  :  but  hav- 
ing falkn  merely  through  weaknels,  is  recovered  by  a  look  of 
the  perfon,  whom  he  had  fo  meanly  difowoed,  and  give*  im- 
mediate  proofs  of  the  moft  ingenuous  repentance.  John^  the 
beloved  dilciple,  though  driven  away  with  the  reft,  (and  no 
wonder)  by  their  common  fears,  yet  cannot  ftay  with  ihem  \ 
goes  back,  the  fame  hour,  to  his  mailer  at  the  palace  of  rhe  high 
pricft  9  (lands  by  his  crofs  the  next  day,  receives  his  dying 
.  C^^mmands,  and  takes  bis  mother  direAly  home  to  his  own 
houlfe. 

The  foldicrs  alfo,  and  the  multitude,  are  defcribed  with  tbe 
fame  jaiineCs  and  propriety.  Infolent  and  ludicrous  beyond 
meafure  at  fir  (I,  and  for  fome  time ;  but  gradually  feftmed,  and 
comp  »fed  into  fcrioufnefs,  the  more  they  faw :  till  at  length 
even  the  heathen  centurion,  who  preiided  over  the  execution, 
glorijud  God^  faying^  certainly  this  was  a  righteous  man  ;  truh 
this  uas  the  Son  of  God :  and  all  the  people^  that  caiHe  togifber 
to  that  Jighty  beholding  tbe  things  which  were  done^  fa^ote 
their  hreajls^  and  returned  f.  But  let  as  proceed  with  tfw 
ilifciples. 

After  his  death,  we  find  them  all  abiblutely  bopelefi  abont 
his  rcfuritdion  :  a  circumftance  which  undoubtedly  adds  tnnch 
weight  to  their  fubfequent  coi^vidion  of* it;  but  which  no 
i  in  poll  or  would  ever  have  invented,  becaufe  it  appears  fo  bard 
to  reconcile  with  their  being  foretold  both,  as  they  were  frc- 
«|uently.  A  fair  folution  indeed  may  be  given.  They  tboogbr, 
Tv-hnt  others  of  the  people  faid,  we  have  heard  out  of  tbe  /^zx, 
that  Chrifl  ahideth  for  ever  ;  and  how  fayefi  thou,  tbe  Son  c/ 
Man  mvjl  he  lifted  up  \  /  iLxi^feding  therefore  a  vi^oricus  ar.vl 
immortal  Meffiah,  they  chofe,  when  he  fpoke  of  himfclf,  as  one 
who  was  to  be  taken  and.cucified,  rather  to  put  any  meaning, 
or  nope,  upon  the  prediAion  of  his  death,  and  confequentlv  <f 
his  refurre£l4on,  than  to  underhand  each  in  its  plain  meaning. 
But  ihl!  no  one  would  forge  a  faft  wantonly,  that  mud  be  at- 
tended with  fuch  a  difficulty  as  this.  Or,  if  any  one  had,  be 
I  would 
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wo^4)jld  fcatc^  hftve  divided  the  matter  ,fb  very  exaftlj,  as  to 
rtprer«it  the  difdpks,  (which  the gofpels do)  paying  the  high- 
ell  honours  to  his  dead  body,  though  his  dying  extinguiflied 
all  thtit  prpfpefts  from  him  ;  and  when  they  had  left  oS  truQ^ 
ing,  that  this  was  be^  viho  Jhouldhave  redeemed  Ifrael^  yet  affen- 
ing  without  the  leall  diDubt,  that  he  was  a  prophet^  mighty  i^ 
tuord  anddetd^  before  God  and  all  the  people*.^  ^^l  in  reality, 
fuch  was  the  very  ftate  of  mind,  in  which  perfons,  with  their 
notions,  mult  naturally  be,  till  he  rofe  again,  fuppofing  the 
icripture  hiftory  of  him  true:  whix:h  therefore  receives  from 
hence  a  ftrong  coaflrmation. 

A^d  when  he  rofe  Again,  the  g<^p€l  aocount  of  that  event 
aifo  canies  th«  like  internal  marks  of  genuineutrs.  Every 
thing  i^  told  in  the  mod  artlefs  manner :  hardly  any  of  ihe 
moft  convincing  circumftances  dwelt  upon,  but  merely  related  ; 
and  none,  that  may  Teem  unfavourable  to  Chriitiunity,  conceal* 
cd  or  palitAted.  The  narration,  a  Very  lively  piftun^  of  the 
diforder  ancl.  CQnfufion,  into  which  the  minds  of  tf>e  apoOles 
muil  be  thrown  by  an  event  fo  furprifing,  fo  interef^ing  ;  and 
kid  before  the  worlds  with  jqft  fuch  omiiTions  and  trilling  va- 
hattoRS.,  39  W0UI4  habpen  of  couri'e  in  giving  it  to  the  other  dif- 
ciptes  op  the  fpot ;  and  as  always  do  happen,  when  we  inform 
thofe  around  us,  with  the  greatell  fimplicity,^  of  what  we  kno\r 
belt.  Every  fingle  part  is  confiftcnt  with  every  other,  when 
confidered .  with  due  attentioi;!  and  candor.  l}ut  if  (ny  were 
lefsfo,  a  few  differences  in  minute  articles,  relative  to  a  thing 
done  feverai  years  before,  are  never  allowed  to  invalidate  a 
perfed  agreement  in  the  main  faft.  O^i  the  contrary,  the  tef- 
^mony  of  the  apoilleSy  inftead  of  becoming  fufpicious  on  this 
account,  would  indeed  be  rather  more  credible  ;  as  they  woul^ 
pla'udy  appear  not  to  fpeak  from  previous  combination  j  but 
oach  to  deliver  fairly  what  he  rccoUefted,  concerning  a  matter, 
of  which  he  was  much  toofure  in  general,  to  be  fcrupuloufly 
accurate  in  particolars.  And  the  Holy  Spirit,  whicli  guided 
them,  might  purpofefy  forbear  extending  his  influence  to  fome 
things  of  fmall  moment,  that  in  after-times  men  might  (bew. 
whether  they  woold  be  rcafonablc,  or  whether  they  would 
cavil. 

But 
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But  one  things  more  efpccially  remarkably  the  writers  of  the 
New  Teftament  have  done,  which  no  impoftors  would  ever  have 
done ;  they  have  recorded  the  hiftorj  of  their  own  weaknei&s* 
and  thofe  of  all  the  apoilles,  juft  as  franklj  and  uoaffeftedlj, 
as  they  have  done  every  thing  elfe-;  and  in  no  point  more 
fully,  tiian  in  the  capital  one  of  the  refarreftion.  Thej  ao» 
knowledge  jjiemfelves,  in  general,  to  have  difregarded  foch 
repeated  proofs  of  it,  as  delerve  the  utmoft  regard*  And,  to 
oome  now  glofer  to  the  proper  Xubjefi  of  my  tex^y  one  of  them 
acquaints  us,  that  St.  Thomas  particularly,  having  ouoe  fixed 
it  in  his  mind,  that  the  thing  was  not  likely,  and  the  evidence 
not  fufficient ;  ipfifted,  that  nptbing.lefs  than  his  own  feeing  and 
Reeling  the  marks  of  the  wounds  (hould  convince  him  that  it  va» 
a  reality,  and  not  ah  apparition 'j  tl^e,  fame  pertbn,  and  aoC 
another. 

Now  this  is  going  a  very  uncoinmoQ,  and  it  may  feem  aa 
incredible,  length  \  but  there  ha^re  been  and  are  perfons«  <m 
feme  occafions  full  as  unreafonable,  though  otherwifc  deferring 
of  much  efleem.  And  we  learn  from  a  pafiage  in  St.  JfJm^ 
which  there  is  no  colour  for  thinking  v^as  written  to  account 
for  Ais  before  us,  that  Sf:,  Thomas^%  temper  was  peculiarly  de- 
termined  and  refolute«  Our  Saviour,  on  the  death  of  Zazarvt 
in  Judea^  declares  his  purpofe  of  returning  thither  from  GaHl$^ 
His  followers  difTuade  him,  becaufe  he  had  lately  been  in  great 
danger  tbere  :  He  perfills  :  then  Jcdd/^bomas  unto  bit  Jdiaw^ 
/difciphs^  let  us  alfo  go  that  y/f  ffuiy  die  with  him  *.  Now  the 
fame  fleady  fir/nncfs,.  when  fixed  on  any  other  point,  however 
different,  would  be,  as  we  find  it  here,  equally  hard  to  mov^ 
And  therefore  his  poficivenefs  to  trufl  no  one  but  himfel^  is 
far  from  being  improbable.  Yet  it  was  notwitbftandxug  veiy 
blameworthy.  For  of  whatlbever  one  man's  fen&s  can  judg^ 
another's  can  judge  likewife :  and  if  credible  witoeiSbs  ve 
nol  credited,  all  the  affairs  of  human  life  muft  be  at  a  ftaod. 

However,  this  perverlenefs  being  accompanied  with  no  bid 
meaning  ;  7%omaj  having  only  carried  fomewhat  further,  thap 
his  companions,  the  diffidence,  of  which  they  had  all  beqi 
guilty ;  perhaps  too  thinking  his  mailer's  promife,  that  thej 
ihould  fee  him,  a  good  plea  for  holding  out  till  he,  as  well  ss 
th^  refl  had  feen  him  -,  and  continuing  all  the  while  in  the  fd- 

lowitip 
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low  (hip  of  the  6thdr  apoftles,  ready  to  receive  the  proof  which 
he  demanded ;  oar  bleflcd  Lord  with  perfed  goodnefs  offers  ic 
him  fully.     Keach  hither  thy  finger  ^  and  fnhoU  my  hands  ;  and 
reach  hither  thy  handf  and  thrufi  it  into  my  fide :  and  be  not 
faithlefs^    hut   believing  *.       This   cotidefcenfion   immediately 
melted   down  his  obftinacy,  and  awakened  every  right  difpo* 
fition  within  him :  fo  that,  &r  from  infifting  on  the  rigorous 
fcrutiny,  which  he  had  before  refolved  to  make>  and  was  now 
invited   to,  he  anf veered f  and  /aid  unto  him,  we  may  partly 
imagine  with  what  inward  feelings,  my  Lord^  and  my  Godf* 
yefus^  in  whom  dignity  and  rolldnefs  were  mixed  in  the  moft 
accurate  proportion,  fpares  his  convert  the  additional  confufion 
of  a  reproof:  but  gives  him  an  inftrudion,  fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafion,  necefTary  for  himfclf,  and  ufeful  to  ail  the  world  ever 
after  J  that  no  great  virtue  could  be  (hewn  merely  by  admit- 
ting fcarcely  refiftible  evidence,  and  confequently  no  great  re- 
tom pence  could  be  expelled  for  it :  but  that  preferving  a  mind, 
open  to  embrace,  and  careful  to  feek  after,  fuch  lower  degrees 
and  lefs  obvious  kinds  of  it,  as  our  heavenly  Father  may  think 
fit  to   beftow,  is  giving  a  valuable  proof  of  upright  intention, 
and  taking  a  confiderable  Aep  towards  the  attainment  of  dif- 
tinguiihed    happincfs  hereafter.      Becaufe  thou  haft  feen  me^ 
,    thou  baft  believed:  ileffed  are  they^  that  have  not  feen  and  yet 
have  believed* 

This  declaration  doth  not  mean,  that  any  believers  merit  a 
bleffing  'y  which  our  faith  no  more  deferves,  than  our  good 
works  do:  but  only,  that  faith,  produftive  of  good  works, 
qualifies  them  to  receive  from  God^s  free  gift,  that  blefBng, 
which  Chrift  hath  merited.  Nor  doth  the  former  part  of  it, 
which  comparatively  flights  the  faith  of  St.  ^omas,  imply, 
tfiat  our  Saviour's  perfonal  attendants,  who  had  the  teftimony 
of  fenfc  for  his  refurreftion  and  other  miracles,  were  either 
precluded  from  any  reward,  or  confined  to  a  fmall  one.  For 
they  had  overcome  very  ftrong  prejudices :  and,  had  they  ma- 
nifcftcd  ever  fo  little  virtue  in  jthe"  fpeculative  part  of  their 
faith ;  yet  they  might  and  did  manifeft  a  great  deal  in  the 
practical  part ;  by  adhering  to  it  under  temptations,  by  profef- 
fiog  it  under  perfecutions,  by  promoting  it  with  unwearied 
zeal :  on  which  accounts  a  fuperior  degree  of  glory  was  juflly 
Vol.  II.  G  g  g  promifed 
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promifed  to  the  apoltles  \  notwithftaoding  they  bgluved  beeaufi 
tiiyhadfun.. 

But  our  concern  is  chiefljr  with  the  latter  claufe  of  the  text: 
snd  let  us  confider  well,  what  our  Saviour  teaches  in  it.  Mot 
that  they  are  blefled,  who  have  had  no  etidence,  and  yet  ban 
believed.  In  cme  fcnfe  indeed,  of  great  importance,  evea  tbcfe 
arc  bleffcd.  They  have  thrown  ihcmfclves,  with  humUc 
min^Sy  on  God's  mercy  :  they  arc  direded  by  the  wi&ft  pre- 
cepts :  they  enjoy  the  nobleft  hopes  :  a  future  date  is  not  Ui 
real,  for  their  want  of  ikill  to  )>rove  it :  and  whatever  die 
ground  of  their  faith  may  be ;  itill  the  fruit  of  it,  piety  sad 
moral  goodnefs,  are  the  true  qualifications  for  happinefs,  here 
and  hereafter*  But  though  fuch  perfons  afe  doubtlefs  rewards 
able  for  the  confequences  of  their  belief,  they  are  not  fo  ibr 
their  belief  itfelf,  coniidered  as  a  mere  aflent  of  the  iiiind«  And 
therefore  our  bleiTed  Redeemer  fpeaks  here  of  a  ditferent  csfe 
from  theirs.  He  came,  not  to  rbquire*  of  men  faith  withoqt  or 
beyond  evidence,  but  to  lay  evidence  before  them  :  and  to  af* 
fare  thenii  that  paying  reafonable  attention  to  it  ibould  be  le* 
warded,  and  rljeding  it  unreafonably,  punifhedi^ 

Some  indeed  have  argued,  that  what  appears  to  us  fali«»  ve 
cannot  receive,  what  appears  to  us  true,  we  cannot  help  rt* 
ceiving ;  «nd  things  will  appear  as  they  do :  fo  ^hat  in  bdM 
or  difbelief  there  can  be  neither  praife  nor  blame.  But,  as  tj 
Ihutting  our  eyes,  or  turning  them  another  way,  we  can  ex- 
clude the  fun  itfelf  from  our  fight,  if  we  pleafe  ;  fo,  by  refofiog 
to  attend,  we  tsixf  evade  tlie  force  of  the  plaineft  proofs ;  sad 
by  attending  partially,  we  may  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  overooBie 
by  the  flighteft  objeftions.  Much  more  then  is  it  poffible  to 
judge  wrong  or  right  in  matters  lefs  clear  ;  according  as  wc 
do  or  do  not  permit  vicious  iiiclinationi  groundle(s  prepoilet 
fion,  indolence  or  fancy  to  influence  our  choice.  And  hafii^ 
It  as  truly  in  our  power  to  behave  well  or  ill  in  this  refpe^f  m 
in  any  other  \  we  may  be  as  accountable  for  our  opinions  0 
our  anions.  It  is  therefore  no  lefs  real*  and  fomclimes  nolc& 
important,  a  part  of  our  duty,  to  conduft  our  underftandings  well 
thip  our  affeftions  and  appetites.  And  further^^  as  in  tb^go* 
vemment  of  thefe  laft,  we  are  to  be  ftrift  in  proporticm  as  oe- 
gligence  would  be  hurtful ;  and  lefs  care  is  requifite,  where 
little  or  no  harm  Can  follow :  fo  in  the  ufe  of  our  reafoniog 
faculty,  though  we  ought  to  avoid  all  errors,  if  we  can  j  J« 

we 
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we  flionld  be  much  more  yigila&t  againft  errors  to  the  dilad- 
vaotage  of  religion  and  virtue,  than  errors  in  their  favour ;  and 
oar  guilt  is.  greater,  if  we  are  not :  becaufe  tlie  former  mud  be 
pernicious,  and  the  latter  may  be  innoeent. 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that,  whatever  God  intends  for 
the  rule  of  our  faith  «nd  praftice,  he  bath  certainly  made  both 
the  truth  and  the  meajiing  of  it  fo  clear,  that  we  cannot  ^mif- 
take  about  it :  and  therefore  whatever  doSrine^  or  precepts 
are  not  fo  clear,  need  not  be  regarded  by  ua*     New  ui^doubt- 
cdlj,  were  we  to  have  chofen  our  own  condition,  we  ihould 
bftve  chofen  it  to  be  (hus  ples^ng  and  fecure.     Or,  were  we 
t6  have  guefled  about  it  beforehand,  we  might  have  been  apt 
to  guefs  it  would  be  fo.     But  now,  wheo  we  know  from  faft* 
what  it  is  in  other  refpefts ;  to  flatter  ourfelyes,  chat  in  refpeft 
of  religion  it  ntuft  needs  be  fo  perfeftly  agreeable  to  our  incli- 
nations, is  palpably  abfurd.     In  ^vefy  pari  of  QUf  ^^duft  htf 
fides,  we  are  liable  to  err  fatally.     How  can  we  imagint  then 
that  there  is  no  poi&Ue  hazard  in  this  part  f  The  world,  in 
which  we  live^  was  not  defigned  for  9  ff^tce  of  fafety,  bot  of 
triaL    And  as  we  are  tried  with  mapy  difficulties  in  doing 
what  is  righti  why  may  not  wc  be  trie4  with  fpme  ip,  difboyer- 
ing  it  ?  Indeed  we  a£^ually  experience  that  w^  are.     (n  Qiuki* 
tades  of  ci^es,  great  attention  is  requifitt  to  find  oo|  truth :  and 
yet  great  inconveniences  foHow,  if  we  mifii  of  it.    We  have 
cef?ainly  caufe  to  hope,  thjit  the  goodnefs  of  pod  will  relieve 
us  fome  way,  fooner  or  later,  from  any  extreme  ill  ^onfequen. 
ces  of  the  miftakes,  that  we  cannot  help^     But  tl^ey  have  no^ 
title  to  relief,  who,  notwithflanding  all  that  th^y  fee  to  the  con- 
trary, will  be  poiitive,  that  there  can  be  no  danger,  and  there- 
fore  needs  be  no  care  ;  but  what  they  do  not  fully  underftand, 
and  are  not  abfolutely  fure  of,  they  may  rejeft  without  hefita- 
tion.     Thefe  very  perfons,  in  their  temporal  affairs,  are  firong- 
ly  moved  by  what  they  apprehend  but  vc*;*  imperfcftly ;  be- 
lieve evety  day  upon  mere  probabilities,  often  fmall  ones ;  take 
great  notice  even  of  poffibilities  ;  and  would  think  smd  find  it 
madiaefe  to  adl  otherwife.     Why  then  mav  not  religion,  con- 
fideriiig  its  awful  nature,  deferve  a  reverend  regard  from  them» 
though  the  proofs  of  it  were  lefs  ccgent,  or  its  truths  more  em« 
barraiTed  with  difficulties,  than  they  are  ?  The  mere  fulpicion, 
that  a  juft  and  holy  being  rules  the  world,  makes  odr  cafe,  an4 
ought  to  make  our  behaviour,  very  4^Ser^t  from  what  it 
G  g  g  a  wottl4 
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w6uld  be  elfe.  Every 'rfegrce  of  ^^dence  for  it  xncreftfel'ifae 
dtffl^rcnce.  And  the  obfcareft'  ititimatiotis^  that  tmtt  be  gives 
us,  concerning  bis  nature,  out  y>Tfrtt  eondition,  and'ubatle 
cxpefls  from  us,  deferve '  oiir'  moft  feridns  prafHcal  bo- 
tice.  *  ^  •      ' 

Nor  jnufl  it  be  objefled,  tbat  if  £ach  things  were  intefidedto 
indaence  human  life,  every  one  would  experience  tbcir»- 
fliience  very  powerfully,  which  many  do  not.  For  was  not 
reafon;  was  not  the  principle  of  fclf-prefervation  intended  » 
influfence  human  life  ?  Yet  are  there  not  lAultitudes,  wboibew^ 
and  who  have,  comparatively,  very  little  of  cither  ?  Bor  jw 
will  fay,  then  our  Maker  doth  not  deal  equally  with  i^s,  Aol 
in  one  fenfe  it  is  true  :  he  doth  not  confer  equal  adrafitages  n 
us.  But  what  claim  have  we  to  them?  If  he  may  create  va- 
riou$  orders  of  beings,  one  much  fupertor  to  another,  as  nveaR 
know  he  hath  done;  he  may  certainly  give  one  part  of  tk 
fame  order  what  fuperiority  He  pl^afes  over  another  part.  And 
that  we  (hould  be  ignorant,  why  he  doth  fo,  is  no  more « 
wonder,  than  that  we  are,  ignorant,  why  men  are  not  aii(;cb, 
or  why  brutes  are  not  men.  Yet,  in  another  fenfe,  our  Mate 
deals  very  equally  by  U9  all.  He  will  m^e  due  allowaoor, 
both  to  the  inward  frame  and  outward  condition  of  everj  in* 
dividual ;  requiring  only  according  to  what  he  hath  beftowed; 
tvhich  is  perfedly  confiilent  with  bellowing  on  fome  far  more 
than  on  others. 

But  it  will  be  faid,  that  whatever  imperfeftion  or  wbatftti 
inequalities  there  may  be  from  mens  fstculties  or  circumftancts, 
In  their  knowledge,  either  of  the  particular  dodrines  and  pre- 
cepts, or  the  general  obligation  of  natural  religion  ;  yet  if  Gfid 
vouchfafes  to  fuperadd  «  revelation,  one  main  end  of  that  moft 
be,  to  difpel  the  daiknefs,  in  which  reafon  leaves  os ;  audit 
jnuft  anfwer  its  end :  and  yet  in  the  dhriilian  revchtiofi  taaj 
things  remain  as  dark,  as  they  were  before.  But  indeed  the 
folution  of  the  former  objedion,  folvcs  the  prefent  alfo.  I^ 
pod  may  juftly  give  us,  at  firft,  as  low  a  capacity,  or  as  Httk 
opportunity,  for  knowledge,  as  he  pleafes :  why  may  he  not 
afterwards  make  as  fmall  an  addition  to  it  as  he  pleafes;  ^ 
yet  man  be  bound  to  receive  fuch  addition  with  thankfiilaels, 
and  regulate  his  conduft  by  it?    If  but  tlic  lead  new  difcoveij 
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is -made  tp  vk^  if  biit  the  leail  new  light  is  thrown  on  wha^  we 
difceroed  imperfedly  before,  it  deferves  proportionable  grad- 
tilde*  .  Al^d  how,  much  ;(bea  do  we  owe  for  the  manj  a« 
larmiDg  and  endearing  iruthsi  part  of  which  are  notified  fole- 
|y,  and  part  very  ftrongly  confirmed,  by  the  gofpd  of 
Chrift  ! 

.But    perhaps  it  will  be  urged,  that  Hill,  befides  leaving  fe* 
reral  0%  the  doubts  of  reafon.  undecermii]|ed,  and  its  diiHcuhies 
uprenooved,,  fcrip^are  b^th  added  feveral  mor^  to  them,  arifiog 
from  it^  owiY  myfieriops  doflrine? :  and  initead  of  clearing  up 
eyery  th^ng,  propofes  to  our  belief  fome  things  impoflible  td 
be  pleared  up ;  ^itb    which  Qther\yire   we   fjioald   never  huve 
.  been  peplexed.     ^i^d  we  own  this  to  be  £4^.     But  then,  doth 
nQt  the  tea^h^ig  of  almoft   any  new  branch  of  fcienct-,  in  the 
wl^iole   compa£$  of  nature,  produce  the  fame  effcft  ?  Truth  is 
infinite  :   our  capacities  finite..     And  the  necc(l>y  confequence. 
is,  that  the  farther  our  knowledge   cx'.eiuls,  whenever  we  at- 
teiDpt  to  look   beyond  it,  (which  we  need  not)  th6  wider  we 
(ball  find  the  unknowu  region,  that  borders  upon  it  on  all  fidcs, 
and  inclofes  it  round  about.      So  that,  if  we  will  infill  on  com- 
prehending every  thing,  before  we  believe  any  thing,  the  more 
is  made  known  to  u^,  the  le(s  vit  (hall  obtain  of  the  ratisffiJlion 
w^  demand. 

Once  more,  however,  \t  may  be  ol/jeiEted  ;  that  fuppofing 
God  to  favour  men  with  a  revelation,  he  would  certainly  not 
fail  to  provide,  that  all  men  might  enjpy  its  full  benefit,  fince 
they  are  all  faid  to.  have  needed  it  from  the  carlicfl  ages; 
whereas  chrilliaaity  appeared  late  in  the  world,  hath  never 
been  notified  through  the  whole  of  it,  nor  been  accompanied 
with  equal  evidence  where  it  hath  been  preached.  But  here 
again  :  if  Godi  is  not  bound  to  giye  all  men  originally  the  fame 
advantages,  with  regard  to  religion  or  any  thing  elfe,  as  he 
plainly  doth  not,  bow  is  he  bound  to  it  in  what  he  fuperadds  ? 
Neither  juilicC;,  t^ox  wifdom,  nor.  goodnefs,  oblige  him  any 
more  to  the  one,  than  tlie  other.  Yet  he  did  manifeft  to  fallen 
lAan  imniediately  as  much  of  the  do&rine  of  redemption  as  he 
faw  to  be  requifite  :  which  if  men  loft,  inflead  of  propagating 
it,  the  fault  was  their  owa.  Tbey.  who  were  ignorant  of  Chri(b 
tst'jre  his  comicg,  or  have  been  fo  fiace,  may  poffibly  hare 

received 
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.received  much  good  from  it ;  but aiTaredlj  cannot  be  in aVQife 
condition,  becaufe  others  know  him.  And  i!h«re  is  evidebtlj 
more  kiodneft  in  snaking  him  knc^Drn  to  feme,  than  to  none. 
All,  to  whom  his  grfpcl  is  preached,  be  ic  with  more  evidence 
or  lefa,  are,  or  may  be,  the  better  for  ft  if  tbej  will*  Sach  is 
firmly  believ«  apd^obej  it,  have  the  higheft  aflurance  of  pw- 
den,  grace  and  everUfting  happineis.  Whoever  thinks  it  bat 
probable,  hath  both  a  direction  and  a  comfort,  which  otben 
have  not.  Whoever  by  means  of  it  is  but  Arengtbened  in  the 
principles  of  natural  religion,  nay  whoever  hath  them  butmor^ 
frequently  laid  before  him,  may  gain  confiderable  improvemecc 
from  it.  For  even  the  bare  propofal  of  trvith  is  often  ^fficacioos 
both  againil  ignorance  and  error. 

If  flill  it  be  imagined  ftrange,  that  this  great  remedy  fbr 
our  fools  hath  been  a  fecret  to  fo  many  for  fo  long  a  time,  i> 
rejefied  by  fome  who  fay  they  have  examined  it,  and  hath  lit- 
tle or  no  good  effeft  on  others  who  profels  to  accept  it ;  coo- 
fider  only,  what  is  the  cafe  of  the  bed  remedies  for  our  bodilj 
difeafes?  Were  they  difcovered  with  eafe  and  imroedjatelj? 
Afe  all  perfons  now  apprized  of  them  ?  Is  there  no  room  left 
fbr  doubt  concerning  them  ?  Do  none  declare  and  inveigh  a- 
gainft  them  ?  Do  they  anfwer,  in  every  cafe,  every  good  por- 
pofe  that  nature  intended  them  for  ?  We  have  but  too  much 
experience  of  the  contrary.  And  yet  doth  aU  this  hinder  then 
from  being  valuable  gifts  of  providence  \  or  jufiify  thofe,  who 
defpife  or  negled  them  >  *If  not,  why  (hould  any  one  be  flag* 
gered  by  finnilar  objeaions.  againft  religion  ?  Nay,  fuppofiif 
they  did  leifen  the  certainty  of  it,  why  ihould  he  not  takt  bed 
while  he  traveknhrough  the  obfcure  and  doubtful  road  of  life,  ^ 
to  every  probabilHy  of  direAion  from  above,  as  unto  a  Ugh 
thai  Jbintth  in  a  darh  flace^  however  faintly  it  be,  M/i/ /^ 
day^dawn^  and  the  dofjlar  ari/e  in  his  heart*. 

This  would  be  our  wifdom,  though  the  evidences,  vrhich 
we  have  for  Chriftianity,  were  of  the  loweft  kind.  But  what 
will  be  the  folly  and  guilt  of  fcorning  it,  if  after  fjl  dicj 
iht>uld,  as  they  do  s^proach  to  the  higheft  !  We  have  not  in* 
deed  the  immediate  teftimony  of  our  fenfes  for  the  refurrefiioa 
of  Chriil,  for  his  other  miracles,  and  thofe  of  his  apoftles :  bot 
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w^  aiTQ  a^  fute.of  ift^m,  99  ive  could  have  heca  if  we  bod  live^ 
within  a  centwj  Or  Iwo  of  tbeir  dajs^  For  tb^  books  of  the  New 
Tel^meat  are  u^^etUpnablj  of  no  lels  atttbority  now,  than 
they  were  X5oe  year?  ago*  And  even  they,  who  received 
pcrfonaUy  the  account  of  thefe  mighty  works  from  eye-wit- 
nelles  to  tbem,  had  perhaps  but  few  of  them  the  atteftatien  of 
fo  tnany  cpncurr^ot  witueflesi  as  we  have,  recorded  in  holy 
writ* .  And  tHey  ^i^d  not  have  in  the  fame  degree  (what 
length  of  time  alone  can  give  completely,  and  hath  given  ns) 
the  knowledge,  that  thofe  fads,  ti^hich  were  at  firft  delivered 
to  them  for  true,  were  not  afterwards  difcovered  to  be  falfr. 
We  are  certain,  that  chrifiianity,  far  from  being  dete£ked,  efta- 
blifbed  itfelf  on  earth,  and  triumphed  over  both  Jewijb  and 
Pagan  unbelief  by  evidence  alone :  that  many  of  its  prophecies 
are  already  fulfilled,  and  room  is  left,  after  fo  many  ages,  fbr 
the  fulfilling  of  the  reft  :  which  laft  point  alone  will  be  found, 
on  due  confideration,  a  remarkable  citcumftance,  and  very  un« 
likely  to  be  accidental.  Then  further :  as  fome  of  the  argu« 
ments  for  it  are  grown  ftronger  than  they  were  formerly,  to 
make  amends  for  fuch  as  may  have  gtowa  weaker ;  fo  we 
have  others  which  muil  always  continue  of  the  fame  force: 
thofe,  which  arife  from  the  amiableneis,  the  dignity,  the  per* 
fe6kion  of  our  Saviour's  charafier^  from  the  excellency  and 
efficacy  of  his  precepts ;  from  the  internal  marks  of  genu- 
inenefs  and  veracity  in  the  writings  of*  the  evangelifts  and  sv- 
pojflles. 

Tet  all  this  proof,  we  confefs,  amounts  not  to  the  abfolutely 
fftU  convi&ion, -which  they  had,  who  yaw  with  their  eyes^  tvbo 
hoied  upon^  and  their  hands  handled  the  word  of  life^.  It  is  ' 
neither  fo  obvious,  but  we  xiaay  overlook  it;  nor  fo  powerfuK' 
but,  if  we  take  pains,  we  may  refift  it.  Here  then  we  undei*^ 
go  a  teft  of  our  faimefs  and  integrity,  which,  in  compari- 
fon  at  leaft,  the  very  firft  chriftians  did  not.  But  then, 
you  fee,  our  gracious  Mafter  hath  proportioned  a  bleiTedlnerd 
to  it.  And  befides,  they  and  their  fuccefibrs  underwent  a  much 
feverer  teft,  which  we  do  not ;  that  of  dreadful  worldly  fuffer- 
ings  for  the  profeifion  of  the  gofpel.  Ours  is  far  gentler,  and 
more  eligible  :  only  whether  we  will  believe  on  evidence  abun- 
dantly  foflicient,  though  not  the  higheft  poffible  :  whether  we 
will  vsaU  hyfaith^  not  hyjigbt\  }  'and  prcfcrve  our  loyalty  to 

out* 
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'  OKT  Lord  and  our  God^  unfhaken  by  the  faUe  opiniwis  and  M 
cttftoms  of  a  though tlefs  world,  hj  the  cravings  of  fenftul  tp- 
petitcsy  and  the  tumults  of  irregular  paflions  and  fancies.  This 
is  the  whole  of  what  heaven  requires  of  us  :  and  if  we  do  n 
hut  confcientioufly  for  the  fliort  fpace,  that  we  have  (o  reoiali 
here,  the  trial  of  our  faith  Jhall  ht  found  untopraift  andl>on»r 
and  glory  at  tb^  appearing  ofjejhs  Cbrifi :  vfbom  bamng  tiA 
ffn^  we  have  loved  ;  in  wbom^  though  now  we  fee  him  tKft^  Jd 
beliewng  we  may  jullly  rejoice  with  Joy  unfpeaiabk  and  fill  ^ 
glory:  allured  ef  receiving  the  end  of  our  faith^  even  tbifakS' 
tion  of  our  Jbuij*^ 

•  I  Pet.  i.  7,  8,  9, 
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For  with  the  heart  man  believei^b  unto  right eoufncfs  ;   and  ivith 
the  mouth  confejjlon  is  made  unto  fyh  at  ion* 

A  Conliderable  part  of  profe^ed  chriftians  go  through  the  ^ 
world  without  forming  to  themfelves  any  fixed  rules  of 
ticlion  at  ail :  but  in  fome  things  fellow  their  own  inclination 
and  fancy,  how  often  foever  it  varies  5  in  others,  general  cuf- 
tom  or  particular  examples,  with  much  iridiifF«rcnce,  whether 
they  be  good  or  bad  :  ^nd  fo  they  patch  up  a  mod  incoufiftent 
life ;  many  of  them  fcarce  ever  rtfle£ting  enough  to  fee  their 
ih^onfillencies  ;  and  not  a  few  abfurdly  imagining,  that  hu-^ 
roan  conduft  was  not  intended  to  be  of  a  piec^  whh  it-« 
fclf. 

.  Others,  who  do  preferve  uniformity  of  behaviour,  have  yet 
no  inward  principle  from  whence  it  flows,  beyond  reputation 
or  private  convenience.  Even  they  who  profefs  a  high  regard 
to  morals,  and  in  fome,  iriftances  appear  to  feel  it,  have  too 
commonly  no  feeling  at  all  of  the  ilrongeft  moral  tie.  which 
can  be,  that  which  binds  us^o  our  Maker  5  perhaps  have  nc-« 
ver  aiked  themfelves  in  earneft,  whether  they  believe  in  him  z 
or,  if  they  think  they  do,  have  lio  ferioas  impreffions  of  gra- 
titude to  the  author  of  all  good,  of  duty  to  the  governor  of  the 
univerfe  :  will  acknowledge,  it  may  be,  whei;  preffed  by  argU'* 
njent,  that  all  poffible  reverence  is  owing  to  him  ;  yet  abfolute- 
ly  never  worfhip  him  in  private,  and  very  feldoih  condefcend 
even  to  feem  to  worfhip  hixn  in  public.      Whatever  the  hafty 

•  Vot,  II.  H  h  h    ^  /         reaibnifljj 
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feafonings  of  a  partial  heart  fugged  to  them,  they  will  cfleem 
a  law  of  God  and  nature.  But  if  an}/»  thing  unwelcome  either  . 
to  their  vanil^r  or  their  fenfuality  h%  offered  to  thdr  belief^ 
thejr  will  rejcd  Tt  inAantly,  as  bigotry  and  folly,  without  esa* 
ni 'nation.  And  if  their  way  o/  thinking  and  living  be  but 
I'ucfa,  upon  the  whole,  as  recommends  them  to  the  indulgence 
of  thofe  whonetd  the  fame  indulgence  }  as  to  any  thing  fnr- 
iher,  concerning  the  regulation  of  their  tempers  or  bebavicnr, 
the.  means  of  pardon  when  they  have  finned,  or  of  help  to  do 
berter,  there  is  little  occaiion,  they  apprehend,  to  trouble  them* 
felves*  ^ 

Xhis  view  of  things  cannot  bnt  raife  compaflionate  and  me- 
lancholy reflexions  in  every  pious  breaft.  But  wUat  coid- 
plcres  the  unhappincfs  is,  that  while  fuch  numbers  openly  dcf- 
ptfe  religion,  great  numbers  more,  who  have  no  doubt  of  its 
truth,  nor,  when  they  confider,  of  its  importance,  are  yet  fo  fir 
fron^  being  zealous  for  it,  that  they  feem  alhamed  of  it :  either 
omitting  thofe  public  evidences  of  their  chriftianity,  which 
they  know  they  are  commanded  to  give;  or  meanly  excufiog 
their  obfervance  of  religious  duties  as  weaknefs  or  compliance 
with  cuftom  :  and  feldom  (hewing  in  their  common  convcria-  - 
tion.near  fo  much  concern  C»r  that  faith,  from  which  they  pre^' 
tend  to  promife  thcmfelves  eternal  felicity,  as  they  do  for  their 
iiighteft  worldly  interefts,  not  to  fay  their  moft  trifling  amn^ 
xnents. 

The  Spirit  of  God  therefore,  who  clearly  forefaw,  that  this, 
however  ftrange,  would  be  the  turn  of  mankind,  that  foflte 
would  think  it  needlefs  to  believe,  and  others  to  profefs  their 
belief,  hath  warned  men  feparately  againft  each  of  thefe  errors 
in  many  places  of  th^  New  Teftament,  and  jointly  againft  both 
in  the  text ;  which  plainly  declares,  that  faith  in  the  gofpd  is 
the  ground  of  our  acceptance  with  God  at  prefen^;  and  that  sji 
open  acknowledgement  of  the  goTpel,  in  ccnfeqnence  of  thtt 
faith,  is  one  o£  the  things  neceflary  to  our  happinefs  hereafter. 
For  with  the  heart  man  believetb  unto  righteoufnefs  :  and  vu^ 
the  moitth  confejjion  u  made  unto  falvation^    . 

From  tke^c  uords  tlrerefore  I  (hall  endeavour  to  eaphia  the 
obligation  and  importance, 

I.  O*"  chriftian  faith. 

II.  Of  a  public  avowal  of  it. 

I.  Be 


Svu  LXXVIII,         O/'Chfiftian  Faith.  427 

L  The  obligatioQ  and  importance  of  chriftian  faith. 

God,  having  made  us  reafon^ble  creatures,,  may  both  as 
juftly  and  as  wifelj  require  from  us  that  we  conduct  our  un- 
derftandings  aright,  as  our  affeftions,  apperiies,  or  outward 
adions  ;  the  conducl  of  all  which  depends  on  our  undt-rftaiid- 
ings  in  a  great  degree.  If  then  religion  be  attended  with  ap- 
pearance of  evidence,  enquiring  into  it  mull  be  our  duty  :  and 
if  the  evidence  deferves  belief,  unbelief  miift  be  a  fin  ; 
a  greater  or  fmaller  indeed,  Kccording  as  it  arlfes  from  ne- 
glcds  or  prejudices  more  or  lefs  crinirn^l ;  but  a  fin  it  muft  bq 
whcreever  the  proofs  are  within  reach.  And  we  may  not 
only  well  prefume  that  God  would  make  them  fuiEcienlly 
obvious,  but  on  trial  may  perceive" that  he  hath  :  adapting  a' 
great  variety  of  them  to  every  degree  both  of  natural  capacity 
^nd  acquired  knowledge,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  one  needs 
be  deftftutc,  where  chrlflianity  is  freely  taught,  of  light  enough 
to  convince  and  direft  him. 

DoubtleCs  we  ought  to  judge  of  unbelievers  with  the  utmoft 
reafonable  charity.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  both  we  and  they 
fliould  confider  well  our  Saviour's,  declaration,  that  if  any  man 
vAU  do'Cod*s  wili^  hcjhall  know  of  the  doSrinCy  tvhether  it  he, 
of  God*,  For  .thence  it  follows,  th^  they  who  fail  of  know- 
ing his  doftrine,  where  it  is  taught  as  the  truth  is  in^efus\^ 
fail  of  It  for  want  of  doing  his  wilh  Either  vicious  pltafure, 
or  worldly  interefts,  or  indolence,  or  refentmrnt  mifltads  them, 
which  are  vifibly  the  common  cafes  \  or,  let  them  be  ever  fo 
'clear  of  guilt  in  thefe  particulars, '  they  are  influenced. by  (he 
vainty  of  b^ing  fuperior  to  vulgar  ways  of  thinking ;  the 
pride  of  not  being  convinced,  but  by  juft  fach  evidence  a^ 
tht-y  pleafc  to  require;  or  the  prefumptuoofnefs  of  cppofing 
their  own  imaginations  concerning  the  probabilities  of  things, 
(notwithftanding  daily' experience  of  their  ml  (lakes)  to  the  ex- 
prefe  declarations  pf  an  all-knowing  God.  In  vain  dsi  men 
plead  their  morals  in  other  rcfpofts,  while  fuch  immoralities 
as  thefe  have  dominion  over  them  ;  or  the  r  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  the  AlnVighty,  while  they  rejedt  the  great  com- 
mandment of  faith  in  his  word. 

But  the  duty  of  faith   doth   not  confiil   merely  in  giving 

our   aflent  to  the   truths  of  religion :    a  principal  part  of  it 

is,   to    rccoUeft  tliem  frequently,  and  ftrcngtheh  their  influ- 

^iic6  by  repeated  and  voluntary  afts'of  the  mind.     There  are 

'    .  Hhh2  pcrhapi, 
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perhaps  few  in  proportion,  who  had  not  a  fort  of  belief,  when 
they  thought  of  the  matter  latt.  But  their  faith  hath  lain: 
afleep  and  forgotten,  till  not  only  their  lives  have  been  filled 
with  fuch  behaviour,  but  their  minds  with  fuch  notions  and 
nia^ im^,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay,  which  prevails  moft  in  them, 
the  chriftian  or  the  infidel.  Or  if  they  remain  ever  fo  mink 
perCuaded,  that  religion  is  true ;  they  come  to  look  upon  it,  as 
a  truth,  upon  which  they  are  not  to  aftj  and  fcarce  to  think 
of,  till  they  have  almoil  done  a&ing.  And  by  that  time,  fome 
have  neglefted  it  fo  long,  that  they  go  on,  with  great  tramiuiU 
lity,  negleding  it  to  the  end  ;  while  fome  again  awake  from 
this  dream  only  to  fall  into  another,  that  being  forry  for  hav- 
ing omitted  their  duty,  when  it  is  become  too  late  to  do  it,  is 
doing  it  fufficiently.  They,  whofe  faiih  lies  in  this  manner 
dead  in  them,  have  in  eSed  none  at  all  y  none  of  the  right  fort, 
none  to  any  valuable  purpofe.  And  therefore  the  great  thing 
incumbent  on  us  is,  to  revive  and  exert  our  perfuafions  of 
divine  truths ;  oppofe  them  to  the  temptations  which  aflaolt  ns 
in  this  bad  "world;  and  believe,  not  with  a  languid  acqnicf- 
cence  in  certain  articles  and  precepts,  when  at  diftant  times 
we  happen  to  rccollcft  them  ;  but  with  a  vigorous  c^ort  of  all 
our  faculties  to  feel  their  force  on  every  occafion.  For  it  is 
l^ot  with  the  underftanding  alone,  but  with  the  whole  hearty 
that  man  helieveth  unto  right eoufnefs.  Nor  do  we  become  of 
the  number  of  the  faithful  indeed,  fill  we  are  determined  effec- 
tually to  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  heavenly  King, 
as  well  as  are  convinced  of  his  title  to  our  obedience  :  till  wc 
Tefolve  to  live  to  him,  who,  we  brieve,  hath  died  for  us ;  acd 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Sptnt*^  who  hath  planted  the 
feeds  of  them  in  our  hearts.  By  this  rule  then  let  us  examiMi 
cur/eheSf  (fot  it  much  concerns  11%)^ whether  we  be  reaU? 
in  the  'faith\y  or  only  feem  fo  to  be,  deceiving  our  own 
fouls. 

I  now  proceed  tofliewthc  importance  of^his  duty:  which ii 
fully  expreffed  in  faying,  that  man  believeth  unto  righteoufmjr^ 
that  is,  by  means  of  chriftian  faith,  he  becomes  accept- 
able to  God,  and  gradually  improves  in  all  piety  and  vir- 
tue. 

Every  one  of  our  aftions  derives  its  Value  from  the  belief  or 
perfuafion,  vvith  which  it  is  pcrfonncd.      Were  wc  to  do  ever 

ft. 
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fo  good  a  work,  without  being  moved  to  it  by  a  good  pri^cu 
pic,  we  might  be  more  uCsfeil,  but  we  (houW  fcarcc  b^  better, 
than  if  we  had  not  done^  it  at  all.  ^  But  when  we  aft  fronx 
cotividlton  of  an  inward  obligation;  if  it  be  of  morals,  then  we 
ack  Vhrtuouflj  ;  if  of  religion,  pioufljr.  Therefore  without 
faith  of  one  fort,  we  call  do  neither:  and  in  proportion  as  our 
faith  is  pcrfcft,  we  fliall  do  both*  .A  mere  fcnfe  of  the  fit- 
neis  of  moral  virtue  is  no  inconfiderable  antidote  againft  many 
fiiis*  But  'religious  faith  hath  unfpcakable  advantages  be- 
yond jthat  which  is  moral  only.  For  the  ferious  pcrfuafion  of 
a  witQe&,  frnhQ  Jieeth  in  fecret^y  of  an  omnipotent  fovereign, 
equally  benevolent,  wife,  juft,  and  holy,  muft  inponacivab- 
ly  animate  to  every  thing  good,  ^nd  deter  from  every  thing 
avii.  * 

Yet   ftill,  confidering  our  native  ignorance,  and  the  origi- 

Bal  depravity  which  we  find  within:    confidering  alfo,  that  by 

repeated  tranfgreflions  we  fail  npt^  more  or  lefs,  to  inflame  our 

paQions  and  i(ppetites,  darken  our  underflandings,  impair  our 

firength,    obfcure  the  profpcft  of  all  that  w^  could  hope  for, 

and  open  a  dreadful  pne  of  what  we  may  fear :  the  faith  of  na* 

tural   religion*  alone  would  Jeave  us  in  ^  great  meafure  un- 

direfted,  unaffifted,  uncomforte^ ;  as  the  experience  of  all  who 

have   been   favoured  with  nyo  other  guide,  hath  always  ihewn. 

Nay,  inilead  of  ever  giving  in  faft  the  help,  which  frop  rea- 

foning  we  conclude  it  might,  it  hath   always,  in  all  nations, 

been  overwhelmed  with  errors,  both  fpcculative  and  praftical. 

But  revelation  amply  bcftows  on  us  every  thing  we  want;  a 

plain   and   complete  law   of  lite,   a  moft  engaging  example  of 

pcrfcft  conformity  to  it,  pardon  of  fin  on  moft  equitable  terms, 

aid  from  above  to  do  our  duty,  and  eternal  happinefs  for  a  finccre, 

though    imperfeft,   performance  of  it*     How  greatly  we  ftand 

in  need  of  thefe   things,  a  little  ferious  thought  will  make  any 

one  feel.     Or  if  it  did  not,  we  furely  muft  fee,  that  God  would 

not  have  offered  them  to  man,  by  a  method  fo  extraordinary; 

as  the  incarnattoii   and  death  of  his  Son,  and  upon  the  exprefs 

condition  of  faith   in  him  as  the  author  of  them,  if  there  had 

not  been  ftrong  reafons  for  it.     And  therefore  whoever  flights 

theCe  appointed   means   of  God* s   rigbteoufnefs^  muft  expeft  to 

^aad  or  fall  on  the  foot  of  bis  own\f  without  allowance ;  and 

wiU 
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vill  have  nothing  to  plead  hereafter  againft  bearing  the  puoifli. 
ment  of  all  his  fins,  but  principallj  the  capital  and  leading  one, 
of  a  wilful  and  carelefs  unbelief.  Maj  God  incline  our  hearts 
to  confider  what  we  arc,  and  to  accept  his  mercy !  For  then, 
heing  Juftified  by  his  gt^ce^  vie  Jhali  Be  made  heirs  of  eternaf 
li/h*  ;  be  fanBiJied  hy  the  Holy  Ghoft\^  and  gradually  /^r- 
feBed  in  every  good  wori  to  do  his  willX  :  a  ftatc;  not  merely 
of  outward  regularity,  but  ofjnward  purity,  which  our  natural 
'     abilities  themfelves  can  never  attain. 

But  in  order  to  this  amopgft  other  duties,  we  mnft  join  wnh 
our  faith,  ^s  the  text  inftrudls  us, 

II.  An  opdn  avowal  of  it.      For  with  the  mouth  eonfcjliim  is 
made  unto  fahation. 

There  is  no  pnrt  of  the  gofpd  delivered  5n  a  more  folcmn 
and  ftriking  manner,  than  that,  which  three  out  of  the  four 
evangciifts  record,  and  one  of  them  twice  :  Whofoever  JbaU 
confefs  me  before  men^  him  will  I  confejs  aljb  be/ore  my  Father^ 
which  is  in  heaven  :  ffut  whofoever  JbaU  be  afbmmed  of  me  and 
my  words  in  this  adulterous  andjinful  generation  ;  of  him  aljk 
fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamedy  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory 
of  his  F<ither  with  the  holy  angels^.  It  could  not  be  a  fligln 
caufr,  which  moved  him  to  fpeak  thus,;  and  there  was  cvi- 
dentlj'  a  very  great  one.  He  came  to  eftablifti  on  earth  a 
public  proleffion^  of  true  religion,  for  a  teftimony  to  all  na- 
tions. He  mr.  J^.ed  his  difciples  for  the  light  of  the  world. 
He  formed  his  church  to  be  as  a  city  on  a  hill^y  to  attrad  tba 
tyts,  and  dirtd  the  Heps  of  bewildered  travellers.  Conceal. 
nient  therefore  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with  his  defign  :  and  all 
who  believed  in  him,  muft  acknowledge  biro.  That  perfeox- 
tion  and  death' would*  be  the  confequcnce,  he  fotewarned  tbetn, 
was  to  be  no  obj^dion.  They  were  neither  to  forfake  the 
ojfembling  of  themfelves  .together^  nor  differablc  the  faith, 
when  fep«rate  ;  but  XofanBify  the  Lord  God  in  their  hearts, 
'  and  be  ready,  to  give  an  anfvcer  to  every  man  that  afked  them  at 
account  of  the  hope,  that  was  in  them**. 

This  then  being  their  cafe,  what  IhaU  we  think  is  ours? 
Can  it  be  allowed  us,  can  we  wifh  it  were  allowed  us,  to  avoid 
bearing  tcaimouy   to  him,  who  hath   retjfemed  us  to  God  if 

hii, 
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his  ilood^f  when  it  wHl  coll  ul  only  a  little  barmlefs  contempt, 
and  perhaps  not  even  that  ?  Or  whatever  wc  may  wifti,  let  us 
remember,  that  in  his  juft-mentioned  awful  declaration,  it  is 
not  being  afraid,  but  ajhamed  of  him ^  that  he  condemns  :  it  is 
not  the  terror  of  a  jterfecuting  ^^«^r<7?/o«,  but  thefcornofa 
Jit^ful  and  adulterous  one,  by  which  he  cautions  us  not  to  be 
moved.  If  therefore  we  conceal,  on  account  of  that  fcorn,  any 
part  of  our  religious  profeffibns,  we  are  guilty  in  every  parti- 
cular, againft  which  his  fentence  is  pointed  :  and  more  guilty 
ilill,  if  we  flight  it,  without  fo  much  ^  this  to  excufe  us ; 
from  mere  indolence  or  humour;  or  becaufe,  refolving  to 
be  wicked,  we  will  not  acknowledge  what  binds  us  to  be 
good. 

Bat  td  fee  the  obligation  of  this  duty  in  a  fuller  light,  let 
us  coniider  ih  a  diftinfter  view  the  nature,  the  reafonablenefs, 
the  ufefulnefs  of  it.  ' 

We  are  >pot  required  to  make  an  oftentation  of  our  chriilta- 
nity«;  or  to  introduce  even  the  mention  of  it  to  the  irreligious 
unfeafonably,  but  only  when  there  is  hope  of  doing  good. 
None  who  is  not  well  prepared  in  point  of  argument,  fliould 
be  defirous  of  entering  into  converfatiotl  about  it  with  unbe- 
lievers. But  efpecially  the  young  and  tender  minded'^fhould 
be  very  cautious  of  engaging  in  fo  unequal  a  combat,  as  that  of 
ingenuous  modefty  againft  the  profligate  boldnefs  of  the  fcom- 
er  and  the  libertine.  Ot  if  at  any  time  they  are  compelled  to, 
it,  they  (hould  infift  on  the  general  proofs  of  chriftianity,  Rrd 
not  to  be  drawn  into  debates  on  particular  difficulties,  which 
probably  they  are  not  able  to  folve  without  help  ;  but  D^ave  the 
prefent  difcuffion  of  them,  and  apply  for  due  information  about 
them.  Nay  indeed,  the  fittcft  in  all  refpefts  to  contend  for  the 
faithf^  fliould  watch  opportunities,  not  force  them,  left  they 
exafperate  and  harden  men,  inftead  of  reclaiming  them.  And, 
be  the  occafion  of  declaring  ourfelves  ever  fo  proper,  we  flxould 
be  careful  not  to  do  it  with  intemperate  warmth  ;  but  always 
preferve  the  fpirit  of  our  religion,  while  we  affert  its  honour  : 
and  exprefs  mt>re  concern  for  the  impious  and  profane,  than  in- 
dignation at  them ;  confidering  ferioufly  the  miferies,  in  this 
world  and  the  next,  which  they  bring  upon  themfelvcs,  as  well 
as  on  tbofe  whom  they  feduce^ 

After 

•  Kev.  T.  9'  t  Jttde  Ycr.  3, 


433  bf  Ghrifimn  fmtl.        ^R.  L££Vllli 

After  guarding  againft  thefe  miiUkes,  what  is  die  duty 
which  remains  ?  Only  this,' that  without  forwardnefs  or  alfeD. 
tation,  without  vehemence  or  bitteme&y  every  chriftian  avoW 
himfeif,  in  every  becoming  way,  to  be  what  he  is  ;  by-  coaftaat- 
ly  attending  the  public  worfhip  of  Cod,  renewing  his  baptifimal 
vow  in  the  folemn  ordinance  of  confirmation,  ftatedly  coming 
to  the  holy  table ;  and  fhewing,  by  the  reverence  of  his  deport- 
ment,  that  he  doth  all  this  as  matter  of  confcience,  not  of  /ofbi  ; 
by  prafiiiing  with  firaplicity  and  opennefs  every  other  precept 
of  his  religion  ;  and  leaving  no  room  to  doubt,  from  what  prin- 
ciple^he  a^s  :  by  abfiaining  from  all  appearance  oftvU^  in  hii 
own  behaviour  and  difcourfe,  and  approving  it  in  that  of  o- 
thcrs :  ty  defpifing  the  contempt  or  hatred,  which  may  ftll 
upon  him  for  fuch  a  coodu6l ;  ejleeming  as  an  honour  tht  re- 
proach  of  Cbrift ,-  and  cbufing  rather  tojuffer  affliSion^  if  he 
xnuft,  with  the  people  of  God^  than  to  enjoy  the  pUaJures  of^ 
for  afeafon  f. 

Thefe  are  the  things,  comprehended  in  the  confcffion,  that 
fcripture  enjoins.  And  is  any  ona  of  them  unfit *to  be  AoxiS, 
by  us,  or  unworthy  to  be  required  of  us,  or  too  heavy  a  bur* 
then  to  be  laid  upon  us  ?  And  if  none  be,  what  have  we  to  objcft  ? 
We  cannot  be  neuters  between  religion  and  irreligioo  :  oeitker 
God  nor  man  will  underftand  us  to  be  fuch.  Our  Lord  him- 
felf  hath  made  the  declaration,  that  it  is  no  lefs  juft,  thaa  pe* 
reroptory,  he  that  is  not  with  me^  is  againfi  me  X*  Which  then 
a^e  we  ?  enemies  or  friends  ?  Do  we  pronounce,  by  decKniog 
to  appear  for  it,  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  of  no  value;  or, 
by  not  being  q/bamed  of  ity  that  itu  tbept^vierofGoduntof^d^ 
vation^,  /         . 

But  indeed,  were  it  allowable  to  be  of  neither  part  bpenly,  h 
it  advifable  ?  By  declaring  ourfclves  for  ^he  truth,  weftrength- 
en  ourfelves  in  it :  we  take  up  a  character,  which  it  will  be 
our  glory  and  our  happinefs  that  we  are  bound  to  maintaio. 
And  in  all  likelihood  we  fliall  thus  get  rid  of  folicitations  from 
infidels  and  libertines  i  who  will  never  quit  us,  while  they  find 
us  wavering  or  fearful  to  be  touched,  upon  the  fubjed;  but 
will  furely,  cither  from  decency  or  delpair,  be  filent,  when  «e 
have  notified  in  a  prudent  manner  our  fixed  refolution.     To 

this 
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this  vre  might  alio,  if  need  Werei  tdd  a  moil  equitable  requeft ; 
that  as  thej  fet  up  for  the  gre^t  and  only  friends  of  liberty, 
thej  would  tolerate  us  in  an  error,  (if  it  can  be  one)  which 
tends  to  make  evcrj  individual  rirtuous,  and  everj  focietj 
Qourifliing ;  which  comforts  us  under  all  afflidions  here,  and^ 
delights  us  with  the  hope  of  endlefs  felicity  hereafter:  and 
that  they  would  not  think  the  belief  of  an  ungoverned  world, 
of  unrewarded  virtue  and  unpuniihed  vilianj ;  of  God's  having 
left  his  creatures  without  inflru£tion  in  their  dutj,  without 
certainty  of  his  pardon  and  grace,  without  alTurance  of  their 
future  cxiftence  and  reward,  fo  extremely  meritorious  a  doc- 
trine I  as  to  entitle  the  maintainers  of  it  ta  perfecute  the  reft  of 
mankind  with  fcorn  and  ridicule,  (the  only  weapons  they 
havej  till  all  are  brought  to  an  unity  of  profeffion  in  this  blef^ 
fed  creed. 

Concealing  our  faith  may  indeed  fecure  us  from  being  at« 
tacked  uppn  it  \  but  not  from  the  dangers  of  licentious  dif- 
courfc,  not  from  being  tempted  in  various  Ways  by  ethers,  not 
from  growing  indifferent  and  betraying  ourfelves  into  fin.  Be- 
fides  :  whilft  we  keep  qur  principles  unknown,  through  a 
inean-fpirited  fear  of  bad  men,  we  mifs  the  efteem  and  friend- 
fliip  of  the  good :  which  may  be  of  unfpeakable  ufe  to  us ; 
perhaps  Iq  the  moi|  important  refpeS,  ei^ablin^  us  to  botdfajl 
our  integrity  *.  ,  ' 

But  wc  are  to  meafure  the  value  of  owing  our  regard  to  re- 
ligion, not  only  by  the  benefit,  which  wc  may  receive  from 
it,  but  (he  fervice,  which  we  may  do  by  it.  One  branch 
of  it  is,  fresjuenting  public  worQiip.  NoW  it  is  Very  true,' 
that  many,  who  day  a(  home,  can  ufe  the  fame  prayers, 
and  read  as  good  fermons  in  private,  as  they  hear  in  the  con- 
gregation. But,  (bcfides  that  probably  they  will  not  if  they 
can;  and  that  certainly  numbers,  whom  their  pradice  may 
influence,  cannot  if  they  would  ;).were  every  fingVe  good  chrif- 
tian  to  fpend  the  whole  time,  which  they  employ  in  religious 
cxcrcifes  here  together,  juft  in  the  fame  manner  feparatcly  j[  ftill 
the  mutual  animating  of  each  other,  the  inftruftive  example, 
the  awakening  call  to  a  thoughtlefs  world,  thefe  things  would 
.  be  loft ;  the  chriftian  church,  tbe  pillar  and  ground  of  tbe 
irutbj',  would  fall  to  ruin  by  quick  degrees;  the  chriftian 
Tv  (lem  of  religion  and  virtue  would  di<e  and  be  forgotten  with 
Vol.  II.  I  i  i  the 
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the  prefcnt  believers  in  it,  or  even  before  them;  excepting  fo 
mucli  of  it,  as  might  perhaps  te  imperfeftly  preferved  by  me- 
thods Icis  eiFe£lua). 

It  is  not  therefore  without  caufe,  that  fo  great  a  ftrcfs  is  laid 
on  attending  God's  holy  ordinances :  which  whcever  frequents 
teverently,  teachts  others  to  frequent  them  in  the  fame  man- 
ner J  but  whoever  fliews  a  contempt  of  them,  encourages  other* 
to  do  fo  too.  And  the  like  is  the  cafe  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent  of  piety  arid  morals.  Where  our  influence  is  the  weakctt, 
yet  every  one  who  appears  in  earnell  on  the  fide  of  God  vA 
Chrift  and  virtue,  muft  add  fome  ftrength  to  the  caufe,  and 
fome  fpirit  to  the  fupporters  of  it.  It  is  a  common  warfarr,  is 
which  we  are  engaged.  If  any  one  be  allowed  to  defert  his 
ftation,  every  one  muil  have  the  fame  allowances  :  and  then, 
humanly  fpeaking,  what  hinders,  but  all  muft  be  given  up? 
The  patrons  of  infidelity  and  libertinifm,  who,  as  one  (hoold 
think,  have  n»any  reafons  to  be  referved,  they  declare  thcro- 
felves  without  the  Icaft  fcruple.  Only  confider  therefore,  if 
we  are  to  be  ihame-faced  and  filent,  while  they  arc  bold  and 
boaflful ;  how  monilrous  is  the  impropriety,  and  how  unhappy 
will  be  the  event ! 

But  befides  the  general  confequences  oi  holding  f aft  the  fro- 
fejjion  of  our  faith  without  wavering  *,  or  (hrinking  from  it ;  let 
us  reflcd  alfo,  what  particular  tffedls  it  may  have  on  onr 
friends,  our  dependants,  our  fervants,  our  fa^nilies  }  x>n  tbofe 
who  are  nnited  to  us  in  the  neareft  relations,  and  whofe  happinefs 
conflitutes  a  great  part  of  our  own.  All  who  barely  know  us  and 
think  well  of  us,  will  of  courfe  be  in  fome  degree,  either  the 
fteadier  in  the  faith  and  pra&ioe  of  chriftianity  for  out  public 
adherence  to  it,  or  more  unfettled  for  our  feeming  to  flight  it: 
and  this  one  difference  in  our  behaviour  may  very  poffiblf 
have  weight  enough  with  more  than  one  amongd  them,  to  de- 
termine his  condud,  and  ftate  for  ever.  But  fuch  as  are  ioti- 
mate  with  us,  will  be  more  powerfully  fwayed  by  what  tbcj 
fee  in  us.  And  they  who  live  under  our  roof,  who  naturally 
learn  almoft  every  thing  from  us,  who  pride  themfelvcs  per- 
haps in  being  like  us,  there  is  no  hope  that  they  will  be  reli- 
gious, if  they  have  any  ground  to  imagine,  that  we  are  not 
cordially  fo.  But  taking  due  care  to  (hew  them  that  we  are, 
wail  d<^  much  towards  promoting  their  future  happinefs  nt  the 

fame 
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fame  time  with  their  own  ;  and  indeed  the  pnfent  welfare  too 
of  both.  For  as  religion  fumiikes  the  ftrongeft  motives  to  every 
part  of  virtue  and  prudence ;  fo,  unlefs  our  example  inflruft 
thofe  around  us  to  perform  their  duty  towards  God,  they  will 
probably  foon  come  to  negleA  it  towards  us,  as  well  as  to- 
wards others'  and  themfelves :  whereas  giving  proof  that  wc 
honour  him,  is  the  way  to  be  honoured  in  thought,  word  and 
deed,  by  them  ;  by  all  the  good,  and  even  by  mod  of  the  bad* 
Or  how  unequally  foever  efteem  may  be  diftributed  now,  all 
will  be  abundantly  rectified  in  that  dccifive  hour,  when  they, 
thatjletp  in  the  duft  of  the  earthy  Jhall  awai^e  i  fome  to  everlajiing 
iife^  and  fome  to  Jhamt  and  everlajiing  contempt  \  when  they^ 
ihathe  wife.jhalljhine  as  the  hrightnefs  of  the'jirmamenVi  ar^ 
they^  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs^  as  the  Jlars^  for  ever 
and  ever  *. 

•  D»n.  nii.  a,  5. 
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PRTIKG  IKTO  THE  SCCRET  ThINGS   OF  GoX>  AfrROTES. 


Luke  zlii.  13,  24. 

^hen/aidone  unto  him^  Lord,  are  there  few  thathejavtdf  Ati 
he  /aid  unto  them,  Jliive  to  enter  in  at  the  Jlrait  gate  :  fv 
many^  I  fay  unto  you^  willfeek  to  enter  i«,  and  fbedl  wH  U 

able. 

T^HERE  is  fcarce  any  thing  ^hich  provct  both   wiQoa 
and  rightnefs  of  mind  more  fulljf  than  proper  bchavi^v 
on  fudden  occaCions,.  and  proper  anfwers  to  unforefcea  qnct 
tions  :  for  ivhat  a  man  (hews  himfelf  to  be  at  fucb  times,  «e 
have  in  general  great  caufe  to  believe  he  reallj  is.     Now  to 
this  trialy  our  Saviour  living  a  public  Hfe,  in  the  midft  of  per- 
fons  taking  all  advantages  to  infnare  him,  was  perpetually  ci- 
pofed;  and  his  charader  never  fuffered  by  it.     His  temper 
continued  always  coropofed  and  beneficent :  his  replies,  wImb 
circumftances  allowed  it,  were  open  and  plain:  at  other  times 
mixed  with  prudent  referve;   but  always  tending  to  conveit 
the  mod  unfit  enquiries  into  o)>portunides  of  communicatiDg 
feafonable  inftru&ion.     One  inftance  of  this,  amoogft  mxoj^ 
the  text  affords  :  where  we  find,  that  as  be  went  tbromgb  tie 
.cities  and  tillages  teachings  fome  forward. iaquifitive  aaaniw 
earneft  to  be  told,  if, there  ihould  be  few  or  mznj  faffed.    To 
this  enquirer. pcrfonally  he  anfwered  nothing  :  but  reprovi^ 
his  fuperfluous  inquifitivenefs  by  a  filence,  that  expreffed  it 
once  dignity  and  mildnefs,   addreffed  himfelf  to  all,  that  veit 
prefentj    acquainting   them  what  was  the  whole,  that  they 
needed  to  know  and  remember,  in  rektioa  to  that  fubjcd:  i» 
difcourfing  on  which,  I  fhall  confider 

I.  The  queftion  prbpofed. 

II,  The  anfwer  givc%  to  it. 

I.  The 
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I.  The  qaeftion  is  put  in  Tcry  geneiEl,  and  feemingly  inof- 
fenfive^  terms :  jet  >^robal!>l7  a  great  deal  of  Jewijb  pride  and 
uncharitableneis  couched  under  it.  For  confidering  the  known 
fpirit  of  that  people  in  thofe  dajs,  it  is  obvious  to  fufpefi,  that 
this  bofj  man*s  inquiry  proceeded  from  an  ill-natured  hope  of 
being  confirmed  in  the  national  perfuafion,  that  God  was  not 
the  God  of  the  Gentiles  *  ;  but  had  refcrvcd  future  happinefs  for 
the  Ifraelites  9}one.  And  this  is  the  more  likely,  both  as  their 
own  writers  diftinguiih  them  by  the  defcription  of  afew^  in  op* 
poiition  to  the  multitude  of  mankind  f;  and  as  our  Saviour, 
in  the  fequel  of  his  anfwer,  declares  that  many  Gentiles^  fron» 
all  parts  of  the  earth,  ihould  be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ;  and  many  Jews  excluded  t* 

But  fuppofing  there  was  no  ground  for  imji^tation  either  of 
ill  will  or  vanity ;  ftill  all  fuch  queftions,  for  this  is  a  leading 
one  to  iflany  others,  are  ufelefs  and  irreverent.     To  be  fatif- 
.  fied  indeed,  that  the  Lord  and  King  of  all  is  juft  and  good  and 
ivife,  we  arc  eiTcntially  concerned  5  for,  without  it,  we  could 
jieither  honour  and  love  him,  nor  enjoy  any  folid  comfort  with- 
in onrfelves.     And  this  general  truth,  our  ideas  of  what  in- 
finite perfedion  muft  comprehend,  and  oiir  experience  of  a 
right  and  kind  and  prudent  conftitution  of  things^  unite  to 
prove  to  us  in  a  very  convincing  manner.     Since  then  God  is 
jaft,  he  will  make  none  miferable,  farther  than  «hey  deferve : 
fince  he  is  good,  he  will  both  pardon  and  reward,  in  fuch  de- 
gree as  is  fit :  and  fince  he  is  wife,  what  appears  diforder  and 
confiifion  to  our  (bort  fight,  will  appear  in  the  end  perfed  re- 
gularity and  proportion.     Had  we  been  apprized  only  of  thus 
'   inuch,  we  could  have  had  no  right,  however  defirable  it  might 
have  been,  to  know  any  thing  farther  beforehand,  even  con- 
<:ermng  onrfelves ;  for  it  is  enough,  that  we  (hall  be  treated 
with  equity  and  mercy:  much  lefs  could  we  have  pleaded 
any  fliadow  of  right- to  be  told,  what  proportion  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  Audi  behave  well,  and  be  accepted ;  or  ill,  and  be 
.puniflied ;  or  why  there  are  not  more  of  the  former,  and  fewer 
of  the  latt^r"^  fort ;  or  any  thing  of  this  nature.     To  do  our 
duty,  and  truft  God  with  the  govemipent  of  his  own  world, 
would, be  onr  whole  concern* 

Suppofing 

*  Ropi.  ill.  S9.  and  ix.  ai^  %%,    f  See  a  Sfdr.  Tiii.  X,  3.Cpxiy.  v.  15,  li. 
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Suppofing  him  then  to  place  tiA  in  a  ftation  of  much  clearer 
light;  which,  thanks  be  to  his  infiniU  bountj,  he  halh  done; 
by  adding  tbofe  important  notifications,  which  we  read  in 
fcripture,  of  what  we  are  to  believe  and  do,  to  hope  and  fear : 
it  cannot  be,  that  his  voluntarj  communication  of  what  b« 
night  have  withheld)  fhould  author ife  U9  to  demand  ftill  more. 
Undoubtedly  new  queftions,  in  abuodapeei  may  b^  aiked  on  this 
new  face  of  things  :  but  who  is  intitled  to  a(k  them  ?  And  jtck 
this  is  not  ipfifted  on,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  anfwered  »  for 
moil,  it  not  all  of  them,  may  very  eafily.  Why  arc  fo  many 
nations  without  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  this  important  re« 
veladon  ?  Partly,  becaufe  chriftians  have  negleded  to  acquaint 
them  with  it,  or  mixed  it  with  corruptions,  ordifgraced  it  with 
\vickednefs  of  life :  partly,  becaufe  themfelves,  or  their  aMiccT- 
tors,  did  not  attend  to  it,  when  propofed,  wiih  fuch  faimefs  of 
niind,  as  they  ought.  But  what  then  ihall  becoaie  of  (SkA 
nations  ?  Such  among  them  as  perfonally  rcje&cd  the  gcfpel, 
ihall  be  puniflied  in  proportion  to  the  wilfulneis,  or  careleflneCs 
that  was  the  caufe  of  thei^:  fo  doing  :  foch  as  never  knew  it^ 
fluiU  be  at  leaft  in  no  worfe  a  condition  for  it,  -perhapa  in  a  bet- 
ter* But  as  to  chriftians  themfelves :  why  have  to  maoj  of 
them  pei^verted  their  religion  fo  grievonfly  ?  And  why  do  ib 
many  of  a  purer  profeiEon  lead  moft  impure  and  finfnl  lives? 
partly,  becaufe  fome  lay  ft umhliag- blocks,  of  various  kinds,  in 
the  way  of  their  brethren :  but  chiefly^  becaufe  others  toni 
away  their  eyes  from  the  light  which  they  might  have  \  or  walk 
not  fuitably  to  that,  which  they  a&uaUy  haVe»  And  as,  » 
all  thefe  things,  there  are  numberlefs  alleviations  or  aggrava- 
tions of  guilt;  every  man  flxall  be  treated  accordingly:  bms> 
beaten  with  many /tripes^  fonac  with  fevi  •.'  But  in  particular, 
what  either  ihall  fufFer,  we  neither  are  told,  nor  have  reafi» 
to  complain  that  we  are  left  ignorant ;  iince  it  will  be  cmr  own 
fault,  if  we  fuSer  any  thing  at  all.  ^trtfore^  as  the  fecond 
book  of  £/2/ra/ juilly  exhorts,  h9  not  thou  curious^  bow  tbe  ats- 
godly  Jball  he  punijbed  \  hut  inquire^  hfuvn  the  righteom  fiailht 
Javed  \, 

But  queftions  end  not  here.  Snppoling  it  mens  fralt,  that 
they  obey  not  the  laws  of  God :  why  were  thofe  laws  laade  b 
ftrxA  ?  Becaufe  a  holy  being  could  not  ena&  any  other,  nor  we 

be 
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be  raifed  by  any  other  to  the  fptritoal  happinefs,  which  he  de« 
figns  for  us  hereafter.  The  only  way  therefore  was  that* 
which  he  hath  taken :  firft  to  fet  before  us  a  perfe6l  rule  of  life  | 
then  to  make  every  allowance,  that  is  truly  equitable,  for  our 
failing  Oiort  of  it.  But  why  was  our  nature  fprmed  fo  liable 
to  fall  (hort  of  it,  in  ;he  fad  degree  that  we  often  do  ?  Why,  if 
it  had  not,  an  obedience,  proportionably  exader,  mud  have 
been  required  of  us  ;  with  lefs  hope  of  pardon,  and  heavier 
punifliment  for  difobedience ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  angels^ 
which  kept  not  their  firft  ejtate  ♦.  And  whatever  advantage  it 
might  have  been,  upon  the  whole,  to  inherit  all  the  good  dif- 
pofitions,  with  which  our  firft  parents  were  framed  i  unallayed 
with  the  bad  ones,  which  they  have  tranfmitred  to  us  ;  we  arc 
no  more  intitled  tp  thofe  advantages,  than  to  the  pofleflions, 
which  our  anceftors  have  forfeited,  or  the  ftrong  conllitutions 
which  they  have  deftroyed,  for  their  poftcrity,  as  well  as  them- 
fclvcs.  Ifi  Ibme  degree  every  created  nature  uiull  be  imperfect. 
And  on  many  accounts,  that  variety  of  degrees,  which  we  fe« 
IB  the  works  of  God,  is  fit  afnd  ufeful.  We  know  the  reafons, 
in  part  at  leaft,  for  which,  beings,  much  lower  than  us^  exift  ; 
why  may  there  noc  then  be  very  fufficlent  reafons  for  cur 
being  no  higher,  than  we  are  ?  And  where  (hall  man,  or  angel» 
reft  cofttcnted  J  if  cither  may  claim,  as  long  as  Gud  can  give  ? 
Poor  as  our  condition  is  here,  ftill  it  was  worthy  of  the  Al- 
mighty to  place  us  in  it ;  elfe  it  had  not  be^-n  done  :  for  we 
muft  allow  him,  who  could  make  fucli  a  npiid  as  this,  to  be 
a  betier  judge  than  us,  whether  it  wus  fit  for  hun  to  mr.ke  it, 
or  not.  And  were  it  to  coutiuue,  to  its  final  period,  the  flrangQ 
mixture  of  good  and  bad,  whkh  it  is  ;  yet  confidering  the  glo- 
rious recomdoce,  that  going  through  it  well  prepares  us  for, 
we  (hall  be  far  from  having  caufe  to  think  hardly,  or  meanly, 
of  providence.  But  we  have  affurance  given  us  that  the  days 
Ihall  come,  when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  Jhall  become  the 
kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  his  Cbri/l  \^  in  a  fuller  fcnfe,  than 
they  have  ever  been  yet.  And  perhaps,  the  iSmes  already  pad 
may  bear  only  a  fmall  proportion  to  that  joyful  future  feaibn, 
when  religion  fliall  be  rightly  underftood  and  univerfially  prac- 
tifcd,  matA.ind  be  happy,  and  God  gI5rified.     Bltfffed  are  they, 

tha( 
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that  ihall  lire  In  this  ftate  of  things ;    more  bkfled  they,  that 
ihall  contribute  to  it, 

13 ut,  though  we  Qught  to  attend,  .carefully  and  thankful! j, 
to  whatever  information  God  gives  us,  jet  all  eagemcfs  of 
knowing  more  than  is  revealed,  betrays  the  fame  wrong  toa 
with  that  of  the  inquirer  in  the  text ;  who,  infiead  of  the  great 
quedion,  which  it  concerns  every  man  to  aik,  and  which  Chrifi 
came  on  purpofe  to  anfwer,  **  what  he  himfelf  (hould  do  to 
be  faved,"  chofe  to  afk  one,   which  he  had  no  concern  in,  aad 
therefore  could  expe£t  no  anfwer  to,  **  How  many  Ihould  be 
faved."     Accordingly  our  blefled  Lord  neither  fatisfied  him, 
nor  hath  on  any  other  occalion  declared,  what  proportion  of 
the  hunian  race  ihall  be  happy,  and  what  miferabl^.     In  one 
or  two   places  he  feems  to  reprefcnt   the   former  as  the  leaf 
number*  :   in  the  parable   of  the  ten  virgins  he  makes  them  e- 
qual  t '  in  that  of  the  fcrvants,  there  is  but  one  unfaithful}  ;  in 
that  of  the   gucfts  invited  to  fupper,  but  one  that  l^d  not  on 
a  wedding  garment].     And  yet  to  this  lajl  parable  he  hath  ad- 
ded the  rtflcdion,  ihzt  m(?ny  are  called  and  few  chofen*     la 
his  9wn  days  indeed  this  was  moil  literally  true  :  and  has  been 
too  much  fo  ever  (inccw     But  ft  ill  St,  John  forefaw   a  time,  is 
which  one  part  only  of  true  chrifi ians  ihould  be  a  great  mmld' 
tudej  that  no  man  could  number^  of  all  kindreds  and  people  nni 
tonguei\  :   and  the  more  ancient  prophets  foretcl,  that  all  na- 
tions ^a// ^/loui  the  Lord^^  and  all  be  righteous**.     Plainij 
then  it  could  not  be  our  Saviour's  deiign,  upon -the  whole,  to 
deterraine  the  proportion  between  good  and  bad;  bat  with  a 
view  of  their  danger,  to  animate  all  in  the  zealoiis  purfnit  of 
that  rccompence,  which,  (be  the  numbers  of  each  what  ihej 
would)  too  few  obtained,  whilll  any  failed  of  tt^  that  fo,  as 
many  as  poflible  might  be  induced  to  take  the  right  coariei 
and  God  be  juflified,  how  many  foever  took  the  wrong.  There- 
fore, as  Uie  book  of  Efdras^  already  quoted,  exhorts,  ajk  thv^ 
no  more  quejlions  concerning  the  multitude  of  them  that  peri/L 
For  when  they  had  taken  liberty^  they  defpifed  the  Mofi  HigK 
thought  fcorn  of  his  laWy  andforfook  his  ways.  It  was  net 

his  will^  that  menjbould  come  to  nought :    but  they  which  he 
created,  have  defied  the  name  of  him  that  made  them^  and  were 

untbankfid 
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unthanlfnl  unto  him,  which  prepared  life  for  them*.     Juftly 
therefore  doth  our  Saviour  in  the 

,  J  I.  Part  ef  the  text,  to  which  I  jiow  proceed,  rcfufe  to  gra* 
tifv  the  qiierift's  curiofitv,   and  return  an  ahfwer  intirely  prac- 
tical :     that   it   was  not  the   bufinefs   of  mankind  to  pry  into 
what   God  had   hid,   but  mind  what  he  had  revealed,  and  to 
mafter  another  kind  of  difficulty,   that  of  fulfilling  his  com- 
mands :  that  multituies  indeed,  who  profeffed  religion,  would 
finally  appear  to  have  profefled  it  in  vain  ;  but  this  was  a  mat- 
ter, not  to  raiftc  idle  fpeculacions  upon :    God  would  be  furc  t<y 
lake  care  of  his  behaviour  to  his  creatures  ;  let  them  take^care 
of  their  duty  to  him  :  whatever  number  fhould  be  faved,  great 
or  fmall,  they  knew  the   way,  and  there  was   but  one,  to  be- 
CQHie  pajt  of  it  J  Jlrive  to  enter  in  at  the  fir  ait  gate  :  for  many 
I  fay  unto  yoii^fljalt  fiek  to  enter  in^  andjbali  not  he  able*  Not 
that  any  chriihan    fli.ill   ever  do  hii  bell  to  enter  into  life,  and 
Jail  of  it :  bat  thit  many  imagine  God  haih  marked  out  other 
ways  tJ^happinefs  than  obeying  his  laws  ;  and  many  too,  who 
arc  fully  fenfible  there  is  no  other  way,   ufe  fo  little  diligence 
in  following  this,  that  their  progrefs   is  intufficient  to  arrive  at 
eternal  f»ilicity. 

One  fatal  miftake  of  believers  in  religion  hat;h  always  been, 
an  abfurd  notion,  that  their  lleady  fliith  in  it,  their  zeal  to  fup- 
port  and  fpread  that  faith,  their  punclilious  obfervance  of  cer- 
tain forms,  th#ir  conllant  praftice  of  fome  precepts,  and  their 
periodical   pretences  of  for  row  for  having  wilfully  lived  in.  the 
pegle6l  of  the  rell ;  that  one  or  other  of  thefc  tUings  would  be 
accepted,  inftead  of  true   piety   and  virtue.      No  thoroughly 
good  heart  indeed  can  fall  into  this  error  :    but  wrong  inclina- 
tion, joined  with  ignorance,  or  what  is  worfe,  falfe  inftrudion,  " 
may  give  it  deep  root :  and  our  Saviour,  as  he  found  it  wide- 
ly fpread,  took  unwrturied  pains  to  pluck  it  up-      Imm^drntely 
after  the  text  he  declares,  that  neither  acknowledgment  of  his 
authority,  nor  attendance  on  his  teaching,  nor  any  thing  elft, 
flwU  avail  the  workers  of  iniquity\.      And  in  his  fermon  on 
the  mount,  after  dating  the  duties  of  mankind  in  their  utmoil 
purity  and  ftriflnefs,  he  proceeds  direclly  to  urge  his  hearers, 
in  words  very  little  different  from  thoffe  now  before  us,  to  a 
careful  performance  of  them  all,,  however  difficult,  as  the  only 
Vol.  II.  K  k  k  method 
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i«ethod  of  at^ining  future  blifs.  Enter  ye  in  at  theftraU  getU: 
for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  hroad  is  the  way  thai  leadetb  /o  def' 
fru&ion  ;  and  many  there  he  which  go  in  thereat  ;  hmt  Jlraitit 
the  gate,  and  narrow  the  <v^y,  which  leadeth  umto  life  ;  and 
few  there  he  thatf/tdit*.  All,  who  preach  other  dofirines  he 
pronounces,  in  the  next  words,  fa {/e  prophets  i  all  who  depend 
on  other  hopes,  even  chough  thej  had  pcrfonallj  followed  him, 
end  wrought  miracles  in  his  name,  he  utterlj  di£bvns,  and  af« 
fures  them,  thej  have  laid  their  foundation  on  the  fazul.  In- 
deed, through  the  whole  of  his  miciftrj;,  he  had  but  one  rule, 
in  relation  to  this  m^ter :  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  tife^  letp  ifc 
commandments^.  When  the  twelve,  whom  he  had  chofen, 
came,  with  great  fatisfa&ion,  to  give  him  an  account  of  die 
might  J  works  they  bad  w*ronght,  and  the  devils  thej  had  caft 
out,  he  partakes  m  their  joj  ;  but  inftantly  add^ }  notwithjiaa^ 
ifigj  in  this  rejoice  not^  that  the  fpirits  are  fuhjeQ  unto  yen ; 
hut  rather  rejoice^  hecaufe  your  names  are  written  in  beavent : 
becaufe  by  a  truly  religious  frame  of  mind,  yoa  are  qualified 
for  that  place,  whither  fifall  in  no  wife  enter  any  thing  that 
deflethj  neither  wbat/oever  worleth  abomination;  but  tbef^ 
which  are  written  in  the  Iambus  book  of  life^*  So  perfeft 
was  his  regard  to  truth  and  virtue ;  that  no  defire  of  gaining 
difciples,  no  tendernefs  to  the  difciples  he  had,  could  everior 

*  cline  him  to  give  any  one  perfon  the  leaft  exemption  from  the 
ieaft  duty.  And  if  fucb  was  their  cafe,  never  muft  we  indulge 
imaginations,  that  ours  will  be  more  favourable.  Chriftiani* 
ty  is  not  an  artful  contrivance  for  conveying  ba3  men,   who 

'  will  make  ufe  of  if,  to  heaven,  fraudulently ;  but  it  is  the  doc^ 
trine  according  to  godlinefs  §  :  and  its  advantage  is,  pot  that  t 
chriftian  needs  not  be  fo  good  a  man  as  another,  but  that  he 
hath  the  means  of  being  a  better :  which  whoever  fails  to  be, 
profefles  it  only  to  his  condemnation.  Kn9w  ye  not^  faith  the 
apoftle,  that  they  which  run  in  a  race,  run  all ;  hutonereceiveti 

*  the  prifse  /  So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain^.  And  if  a  manftriu 
for  mafteries  \  yet  he  is  not  crowned,  except  he  ftrive  lavfuUy^^. 
Now  there  is  one  law,  peculiarly  neceffary  to  be  obfcrved,  if 
ever  we  would  obtain  a  crown  in  the  chriftian  combat }  which 
yet  many  are  ftrangely  prone  to  overlook,  who  wonld  fcem 
fincercly  dtfirous  to  obfervc  all  the  reft  :  I  mean,  an  hnmWe 

dependence 
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depcBdcfioe  on  God's  mercy,  procured  by  the  death  of  our  bleC- 
fed  Lord ;  aod  on  God's  aflsftance,  procnifed  in  return  to  our 
cameft  prajers.  Pardon  is  not  it  debt,  but  a  favour ;  which 
the  giver  may  beftow  on  his  own  terms.  Onr  fufficiency  fot 
doing  our  duty,  is  not  from  ourfelv.es»  but  from  above  $  nor 
can  we  have  it,  unlefs  we  s;^  it :  and  were  we  to  obey  much 
more  perfe&ly,  than  we  do  $  it  would  Ail!  be  no  more,  than  what 
we  am  bound  to  j  and  even  were  that  otherwife,  eternal  re* 
wards  cannot  be  due  for  temporary  fervices.  Prefumption  in 
our  own  ftrength  is  deftrudive  to  out  virtue ;  confidence  of 
our  own  merit  is  injurious  to  our  Maker  f  but  a  deep  fenfe  of 
human  unworthinefs  and  of  divine  gtaee,  will  ioTpire  us  with 
that  lowUae&  of  heart  which  God.WiU  accept,  and  that  vigi« 
)aace  of  conduft  which  he  will  blefs  :  This  therefore  u  tbi 
piSory^  that  ovtr^otnetb  tbf  xoorld^  rotn .  our  faith*.  But  be* 
fides  all  chofb  who  throOgb  blameable  miftakes  thus  fall  into 
a  wrong  way ;  multitudes  want  courage  to  fet  out,  or  perfe« 
verance  to  continue,  in  what  they  know  is  the  right  way. 
For  every  finful  habit  is  to  be  thrown  off  at  the  entrance  ;  e. 
vexy -virtuous  patht  however  rugged,  purfued;  every  vicious 
one,  however  frequented  and  delightful,  (hunned,  throughout 
the  progress  9  thus  f trait  i^  the  fate^  and  thus  narrow  the  *uoay 
that  litrdftb  unto  life.  Numbers  ^  their  duty,  wifh  to  per* 
'  form  it«  and  UkiAjfiii  to  inter  in ;  bujt  noi  Jlriping  as  they 
ought,  fail  in  the  attempt.  Perhaps  they  even  40  many  things 
wdl ;  ftnd  would  do  all,  but  for  onfs  favourite  indulgence,  or 
aaothery  which  they  cannot  refolv^  to  quit :  fo  there  th^sy  flop 
fiiort,  and  are  ruined  for  ever.  Some  difficulties  our  very 
nature  produces;  wrong  education  many  more^  apd  when 
thofe  of  voluntary  cuftom  are  added,  then  the  oppofition  g'  ows 
IbrmidaUe  indeed.  But  fiill  oar  Saviour  purposely  gives  full 
warning  of  it;  here  in  general  terms:  but,  through  a  good 
part  of  the  ne:^  chapter,  he  fpecifies  particulars  ;  ibews,  how 
many  things  would  render  men  unworthy  of  eating  bread  in 
the  kingdom  ofGodf:  and  as  great  multitudes  were  following 
him,  turns  and  affures  them,  they  muil  quit  every  thing  that 
was  deareft,  and  bear  every  thing  that  was  hardeft  to  them, 
when  confpience  required  it,  if  they  meant  to  be  his  difciples : 
bidding  them  therefore  ft  down  and  ^ount  the  cq/l ;  confider 
well,  how  they  iboold  be  able  to  perform  what  he  expected, 
Kkka  before 
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iJfefore  they  undertook  it*.  Not  that  he  intended  to  reprefent 
the  one  thing  neetlft/if^  as  a  matter  of  indifference ;  that  itii|ht 
be  done  or  omitted,  as  men  ibould  have  a  higher  or  lower  c 
pinion  of  their  own  (Irength  :  but,  inftead  of  drawing  tfter 
Tiim,  by  f^lfe  expeftaiions,  a  crowd  of  unthir.king  admirei?, 
that  would  firft  di (honour,  and  then  perhaps  forfake  him;  ht 
chofe  to  tell  them  the  worft  plainl)',  and  at  once  ;  that,  asthry 
could  not  but  fee  the  importance  of  obejing  God's  will,  they 
might  fee  and  weigh  its  difficulties  too  ;  and  fo,  with  deliberate 
and  well-inftrufted  refolUtion,  enter  upon  the^woik;  wbkK 
bowever  laborious,  is  indifpenfable. 

They  who  have  not  been  thus  forewarned,  go  on  indeed 
with  great  eafe ;  but  it  is  not  in  religion,  that  they  go  on,  Doufct- 
lefs  common  decency,  and  outward  regularity,  are  very  vala- 
able  things  :  would  God,  more  attention  were  paid  to  them! 
But  ftill  with  thefe  there  may  be  little  true  fenfe -of  diif j,  to 
God,  or  even  roan  ;  little  care,  that  the  heart  and  afiedions  be 
fuch  as  they  ought ;  'nay  much  indulgence  of  very  criminal  ac- 
tions, either  concealed  from  the  world,  or  approved  by  it.  In 
fhort,  almoft  every  thing  may  be  right,  in  the  opinion  of  thde 
around  us,  perhaps  in  our  own  :  and  almoft  every  thing  wrorg 
in  the  eyes  of  our  Maker.  How  great  is  the  need  then,  thai 
fuch  as  are  proceeding  fecnrely  in  the  broad  way,  fhouldbe 
told  the  difference  of  that  which  leads  unto  life  !  Bat  to  othen 
alfo,  ftrong  reprefentations,  of  the  purity  of  the  divine  precept*, 
and  of  the  obftacles  that  turn  men  afide  from  the  obfervanct  cf 
them,  are  highly  ufeful  :  they  excite  us  to  fearch  into  every 
branch  of  our  condu£^,  every  fecret  reccfs  of  our  fouls ;  thfj 
prevent  the  negligence,  that  betrays,  us  into  danger ;  and  (he 
furprize,  that  difconcerts  and  difpirits  us  at  the  appcanmce  ci 
it :  they  keep  up  our  vigilance,  put  us  on  exerting  all  our 
own  ftreng^h,  and  aflcing  more  from  God  :  by  which  mean*, 
temptations,  that  elfe  might  have  proved  fatal,  arc  intirdf*- 
voided,  or  eafily  overcome. 

Timorous  and  dejefted  minds  indeed  may  be  hurt,  by  !n- 
fifting  too  much  on  the  trials,  which  they  have  to  go  through. 
to  thefe  therefore  a  different,  but  yet  aconfiftent,  view  oftbirp 
muft  be  presented:  and  accordingly  our  Sa^'our,  with  thent- 
moft  tcndernefs,  invites  /?//,  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laitts  t^ 

•  Vcr  25—33.  t  Luke  x.  4  j. 
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co0ie  4dnto  him^  and  they  Jhall  find  refi  unto  their  fouls :  lis  yi^  , 
Jhali  pxov^  eafji- to  tbem^  and  his   burthen  light*:  in  perfeA 
conformuy  to  what  had  been  pcophefitd  of  him,  that  bejbould 
feed  bis  ^fiock  liJke  a  jbepberd :   gather  the  lambs  with  bis  arm^ 
and  carry  them  in  bis  bofamf.      Religion  hath  both  its  feveri- 
ties  and  its  eiucoaragements :   and  the   whole  of  both  tnuft  be 
laid  before  mankind  ;    but  the  one  ,or  the  other  dwelt  on^as 
the  cafe  requires  ;  that  fo,   fome  may   be  alarmed  into  right 
condu^,  others  quieted  in  it ;  and  neither  the  heart  oftherigbte^ 
pus  madtfady  whom  God  bath  not  made  fad  \  nor  the  bands  of 
the  wciedftrengtbened,  by  promifinv  bim  iifX.     Btit  iindoabt- 
pllj  the;principal  need  is,  of  mens  being  awakened  to  a  fcnfe, 
that  God  requires  much  more,   than  is  ufuilly  pradifed^  or  e- 
ven  thought  of.  For  fuperfluous  fears,  though  we  ouj^ht  careful- 
ly to  guard,  againft  them,  are,   of  the  two,  not  near  fo  perniqi- 
ous  as  deceitful  hopes.     It  is  indeed  a  ver^  awful  cjnfideratioa 
that  the  diflSculties  of  becoming  what  we  (hoiild  be  are  &  great 
and  furmounted  by  fq  few.     But  ftill   the   truth   ought  not  to 
be  difguifed  :    and   the  difficulty  of  doing  what  may  and  diuft 
be  done,  is  no  argument  for  any  thing  but  unwearied  diligence: 
and  for  that,  it  is  the  ftrongeft  argument  in  the  wotld.     That 
moft  men  a£t  wickedly,  is  no  more  an  objei3:ion  againfl  religi- 
on J  than  that  moft  men  aft  unwifely,   is  againil  common  pru- 
dence.    That  fo  many  fail  by  taking  a  wrong  courfe,  is  oily  a 
warning  to  make  fure  of  taking  the  right.     And  if  in  that,  fe- 
veral  duties  are  painful,  it  is  not  ehriftianity,  that  hath  made 
them  fo.      All  its  peculiar  precepts  are  c.ify  in   thf  mfelves, 
and  afiiftances  to   the  pra;^ice  of  the  reft.     The  hard  fayings 
are  declared  indeed  in  the  gofpel  5  but  enjoined  bv  reafon  itfclf, 
when    duly   cultivated,    and  by    the   very    nature  of  things, 
Thefe,   therefore,  are   unchangeably  what  they  are ,    and  all 
we  have  to  do   is  to   fubmit  to   them.      But  if  our  religion 
had  made   tlie  duties   of  life  ftriftcr,  it  hath  made  the  hopes 
of  afEftance  aitd  reward   fo   much    ftronger,   that   we  Qiould 
have  no  manner  of  caufe  to  complain;    much  lefs  to  faint.. 
.  The   temptations    to   difobey,    which    arife  from    our  make 
and  circum dances,    God   himfelf  hath    expofed    us  to;   and 
therefore  if  we  apply  to  him,  will  affuredly  fupport  us  under, 
to  a  degree  that  be  will  accept.     The  "ill  habits  which  proceed 
i^<iQ\  wrong  education  only,  cannot  have  got  very  ftrong  hold  ; 

if 

*  Matth*  xi.  28,  af>  3<^        t  If-  tX,  ir.        \  Ezek.  xiil  aa. 


44$  frying  int9  SiCi'ii  fhi^i.        Sek.  LXXIX. 

if  we  begifi  but  to  extirpate  thenit  as  loon  as  we  come  to  the 
goTernment  6£  ourfelves,  Ao4  as  for  tbofe  whtdig^  hy  ovr 
voluntary  mifconduA  afterwaixb»  have  taken  deeper  root ;  fines 
the  mifchief  is  of  our  owif  doing,  we  are  bound  to  more  poins 
and  more  patience  in  undoing  it  agam,^  When  a  loog  irr^n.. 
larity  hath  inipaired  health,  ^  long  ftriAne£i  of  reginaen  will 
be  needful  to  recover  it :  but  every  difeafe  of  the  foul  is  can* 
ble  at  length,  though  many  of  the  body  are  not.  Indeed  the 
fevere  trials  are  almoft  wholly  a(  firft  j  and  therefore  our  Sa- 
viour hath  peculiarly  remarked,  that  Jiraii  u  the  gai0 :  bat 
when  once  we  have  contraAed  our  appetites  and  paflions  e* 
pough,  to  get  through  that ;  the  remaining  obfiadea  dimiuiih, 
ufually  by  quick  degrees  :  and  after  a  while,  the  ways  of  wis- 
dom become  pleafantnefs  i  and  all  ier  patbi  peact^.  Tkca 
the  difficulties  themfelvrs  turn  into  delight,  and  the  happy 
traveller  goes  on  his  way  rejoicing  ;  till,  the  days  of  his  pil- 
grimage  being  completed,  entrance  is  mini/tered  unto  bim  «* 
bundantly  into  the  everlafting  iingdom  of  oar  Lord  and  Savi* 
Bur  ye/us  Cbri/if. 

I  concli^de  with  the  words  of  a  heathen  writer ;  but  highly 
deferving  every  chriilian's  attention.  "  Think  of  the  life  oi 
*^  man,  as  of  a  long  road,  leading  towards  a  holy  temple  where 
^<  we  are  to  be  initiated  m  divine  myfteries :  a  road  foil  o£ 
*^  paiTengers,  fome  loitering  and  trifling,  fome  running  about, 
^*  and  hindering  one  another ;  fome  wandering,  and  lofing 
<*  themfelves.  For  many  are  the  devious  and  deceitful  paths, 
**  leading  to  pits  and  precipices  :  but  one  aloiye,  narrow  and 
**  fteep  and  rough  and  trodden  by  few,  that  points  direftly  for- 
**  wards ;  which  brave  and  induilrious  fouls,  with  great  r^ 
"  folution,  force  their  way  through :  earneftly  longing  for  the 
"  initiation,  and  captivated  with  the  beauty  of  the  place  they 
"  afpire  to :  where  when  they  arrive,  all  their  labour  ends, 
'<*  and  every  defi re  is  fully  fatisfied.  Begin  the  journey  then: 
\*  enter  and  be  initiated  ;  take  poffeffi  ?n  of  the  good  thingt 
<*  provided  there :  for  wiihes  themfelves  can  extend  no  far. 
'••  tbcrj." 

•  Pror.  ill.  17.    t  a  Ptt  i.  If.    t  »flax.  Tyr.  Diff  Sj.  Ed.  I>ar.  4td,  3^ 
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And  they^  that  are  Chrt/Ps^  have  crucified  the  fiejb^  with  the 
affeSions  and  lufts* 

nPHIS  expreffion,  crucifying  the  flejb^  may  probably  fecm  to 
moft,  when  they  ftrft  hear  it,  or  attend  to  it,  a  very  ftrange 
one :  as,  no  doubt,  numbers  of  others  in  fcripture^  do.  But  a 
little  confideration  will  ihew,  that  there  is  no  caufe  to  cenfure 
then, ,  or  be  offended  at  them.  For  amidfi  the  multiplicity  of 
languages,  that  are  in  the  world,  and  the  various  nations,  tem- 
pers and  circumflances,  of  the  people  who  are  bred  up  to  ufe 
them ;  it  is  unavoidable,  but  there  will  be  in  each  many  ways 
of  fpeaking,  which  though  eafy  and  familiar  by  cuftom  to  one 
part'  of  mankind,  muft  yet,  to  the  reft,  appear  harfh  and  un- 
accountable. This  b  the  cafe  even  of  neighbouring  countries 
in  our  own  times :  much  more  then  muft  it  be  expefted  in 
thofe  tongues,  of  which  the  vulgar  ufe  hath  long  fince  failed, 
tnd  which  formerly  exprefted  the  fentiments  of  diflant  nations, 
iofpired  both  by  the  age  and  the  climate  they  lived  in,  with  a 
diflefent  turn  of  thought  andfiile.  Hence  proceed  the  fur- 
prizing  warmth  and  boldnefs  of  figure,  the  abru|tt  tranfitions, 
the  fudden  lofty  flights  of  the  eaftern  writers  and  fpeakers, 
utterly  contrary  to  the  cool  and  regular  genius  of  the  European 
languages.  And  amongft  the  former,  the  compofitions  of  the 
Jews  muft.of  courfe  have  a  peculiar  tindure  and  propriety  of 
their  own :  not  only  beeanfe  they  were  prohibited,  for  good 
retfons,  all  needlefs  commerce  with  other  lands ;  but  chiefly 
becaufe  divine  revelation  delivered  to  them  fuch  dodrines  and 
prec^ts,  and  confequently  fuch  terms,  as  the  heathen  had  not : 

which 
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'Which  inuft  likewife  gtcatly  increafe  in  number  by  frequafi 
teferences  to  their  own  articles  of  faith,  obfervanccs  and  facped 
books.     When  chriftianity  ^as  puBlifhed   to  the  world,  here 
was  again  a  neyr  ^t  of  difcoveries  and  ideas,  added   to  the 
preceding ;  which  being  firfl  communic^cd  in  Hebrew,  wet* 
thence  transfufed  into  Greek,  by  the  apoftles   addreffing  th«n- 
felves  to  the  Gentiles.     Thus  was  the  ftile  of  the  New-Tcfta- 
mertt  produced :  which  being  as  literally  tranflated,  and  clofd? 
imitated,  as  it  well  could,  (for  the  nature  of  the  thing  requir- 
ed ftriftnefs)  the  fame  forms  of  fpecch  have  been  derived  do-^n 
into  the  modem   tongues  of  chriftian  countries.     And  fo  it 
h^th  come  to  pafs  by  a  kind  of  neceffity,  that,  in  difcourfes  cm 
religion,  words,  meanings^  conftrudions,  images,  occur,  extre- 
mcly  remote  from  the  common  idiom  of  the  language  oq  other 
cccrXions.     And  thefe,  weak  perfons  are   apt  to  miftakc,  artful 
dilputants  to  pervert,  and  unlearned  or  unfair  affefters  of  wit 
and  free  thought  to  ridicule  ;  though  originally  the|r   were  of 
plain  fignificacion,  and  are  ftill,  when  underftood,  full  of  goed 
fcnfe  and  beauty. 

Thus,  crucifying^  or  as  the  apoftle  elfewbere  puts  it,  mortis 
fying  *  the  flefti,  is  a  phrafe  far  out  of  the  road  of  our  daily 
convcrfation,  and  of  our  reading  on  fubjefts  of  bufinefs  and  ca- 
tertainment :  from  whence  it  eafily  happens,  that  the  fuper- 
ftitious  mil'apprehend,  and  the  prophane  defpifc  it ;  though  in- 
deed  it  denotes  a  reafonable,  a  neccffary  duty,  and  defer ibes thai 
duty,  not  only  in  a  ftrong,  but  elegant  manner.  To  fhcw  tbcic 
.  things  clearly,  I  fhall 

I.  Explain  to  you  the  rife  and  general  intention  of  this  way 
of  fpcaking. 

II.  Specify  more  diftinSly  the  nature  of  the  duty  defigoedto 
be  taught  by  it. 

'  III.  Shew  yoa  how  ftridlly  Qur  belonging  to  Chrift  oUiga 
us  to  praftife  that  do6lrine. 

I,  I  fhall  explain  to  you  the  rife  and  general  intention  of  this 
way  of  fpcaking  in  fcripture. 

Now  the  wwds,  fe/b  and  fpirit,  though  employed  by  tlis 
writers  of  the  Ncw-Teftament  in  different  fenfes,  according  *<> 
the  fubjoft  of  which  they  treat,  are  yet  commonly  expreffiooJ 
of  tlie  moral  ftate  and  charaftcr  of  men  j  the  difpofitions  of  hi* 

h»it 
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hi^art  towards  piety  or  0n«    S^rit  is  the  principle  of  reafon  and 

ireligion :  fy/b  of  appetite  and  palSon.     Erery  pne  feels  in  biai«« 

felF  both  right  and  wrong  inclinations.    The  former  our  con- 

fcieoce  approves*     And  therefore  purfuing  them  would  onithat 

account  alone  be  properly  called*  walking  zim  tbefpirit  *,  that 

inward  man^  which  naturally  deligbtetb  in  tbe  law  of  Godf. 

But  a.  much  firooger  ground  for  it  is,  that  the  divine  Spirit 

hath  not  only  revealfd  to  us  the  whole  rule  of  life,  and  the 

moil  powerful  motives  to  obferTC  it,  but  is  continually  prefent 

to  our  minds,  exciting  and  (Irengthening  iis*  if  we  permit  him* 

to  every  good  work.  On  the  other  hand,  alljlejb  haifing  ^orrup'- 

Ud  bis  way  before  God  tt  finncrs  nlay  bejuftly  faid  to  waUtih^v 

ibtjlt/b^  becaufc  they  live  conformably  to  the  wicked  cuftomi 

of  the  world.     But  the  true  foundation  of  the  phrafe  is,  that 

this  corruptible  body  §  fubjeds  the  fallen  children  of  Adam. 

perpetually  by  its  irregular  propenfities,  to  a  variety  of  temp-* 

tations,  hard  to  be  overcome*    And  therefore  even  heathen 

authors  have  reprefented  it,  as  the  principal  foUrcc  of  moral 

evil:  n6  wonder  then,  that  thofe  of  fcripture  do,  on  fuUcc 

Jcnowledge  of  the  cafe. 

But  in  St.  Paul  more  efpecially  x\xtfle^  means  btir  vicious 
tendencies ;  not  only  thofe  to  fcnfual  indulgence,  but  the  whple 
fyftem  of  them.  Thus  ver.  13.  of  this  chapter  :  brethren^  ya 
have  been  called  unto  liberty  $  only  ufe  Hot  your  liberty  for  an^ 
occqfion  to  tbe  flejb :  that  is,  to  any  blameable  purpofe.  But 
the  particular  blameable  ufe,  which  he  had  in  view,  was  that 
of  uncharitable  contention.  For  it  follows  immediately,  but 
if  ye  bite  and  devour  one  another^  take  beedtbatye  be  not  confunim 
ed  one  of  another.  Again,  vfer.  19.  having  faid,  that  tbe  worksf 
of  the  fkjh  are  manifeft,  he  proceeds  to  reckon  atoongft  them^ 
TMovXj  adultery  and  lafcivioufnefs,  but  Variance,  invy^Jiri/i^ 
/edition.  And  the  fruiti  of  the  fpirit^  oppofed  to  thefe»  ver^ 
ii.  are  not  only  7^^ra;ir^,' but  long-fuffering^  peace,  go<fdnefi^  • 
faith^  ox  fidelity,  nueknefj. 

Farther:  becaufe  there  is  a  connexion  and  fympathy  be«. 

tweeh  the  various  difpofitions  of  the  j^e  kind,  whether  moral 

or  immoral,  eack  adding  vigour  and  ftrength  to  the  other ;  tbe 

fcveral  vices,  to  Which  mankind  is  prone,  are  dcfcribedinGod'a 

Vol.il  LU       ^  ^ord/ 
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word,  as  uniting  into  and  forming  a  living  bodj,  hence  deira- 
minated  the  body  ofjin^  or  of  the  lufts  «/*  the  flejh  *  ;  of  wbidi 
every  criminal  inclination  ia  a  member,  thus,  when  the  spoftle 
ihad  enjoined  chriftfans  to  mortify  their  memhert^  tobichare  vfon 
the  earth  \^  he  infiantlj  explains  hiftifelf  to  mean  the  parts  of 
this  figurative  body  of  fin,  which  he  goes  on  to  enttmerare: 
covetoufnefs^  anger^  •  fornication^  uncleannefs^  malice^  hlcf- 
pbemy. 

'  And,  in  confequence  of  this,  becaufe  not  only  the  nature  of 
fill  men  is  tainted  originally,  but  theeonduft  of  moft  mm  hatht 
in  fome  refpeds  at  leail,  been  habitually  unjuflifiable  ;  thcrcfoie 
tfle  fins,  which  they  have  indulged,  confidered  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  as  united  into  one  organized  body,  are  allb 
ftiled  in  fcri{)ture,  the  old  man  ;  in  oppofltion  to  that  nev9  -man^ 
or  bleifed  change  of  temper  and  behav^iour,  which  the  gofpel 
was  defighed  M  produce.  And  however  fingular  the  former 
of  thefe  ph^afei  tnay  appear ;  the  latter,  which  in  itfelf  is 
equally  fo,  that  of  becoming  a  new  man,  is  both  fretjuent  in 
our  common  fpeecH^  lind  warranted  by  the  politeil  of  daffical 
authors. 

This  expreffioh  therefore  having  taken  place,  the  an&endment 
of  our  hearts  and  aftions  is  fometimes  denoted  by  laying  afidt 
or  putting  off  this  old  man*  Thus  Eph.  iv.  12.  that  ye  pmt  ^ 
concerning  the  former  converfaiion^  the  old  man^  which  is  ccr^ 
rupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lufis  ;  and  put  on  the  ueu^  ma% 
tvhich  is  created  accar^ng  to  God^  that  is,  according  to  the 
image  of  God,  in  righieoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  And  becauiiB 
our  gracious  Redeemer  was  a  perfed  example  of  thefe,  putting 
on  the  new  man  is  elfewhere  called,  putting  on  the  Lord  Jefns 
ChriJiX',  a  mode  of  fpeech  fully  vindicated  by  the  aQcient 
ufage  of  the  Greek  tongue,  in  which  the  New  Teftament  yn% 
written.  Foi*  in  that,  putting  an  /my  perfon  fignified,  forming 
ones  felf  by  his  charaAer,  and  imitating  his  manner. 

At  other  times,  this  intire  change  of  afiedions,  will  and 
demeanour,  is  exprefled  more  flrongly.  We  are  faid  to  be  dc^l 
tojtn^  and  raifed  up  again  to  walk  in  newnefs  of  life  ^i  whi<A 
means,  to  be  feparatad  for  ever  from  bad  habits  and  cufioms, 
a:id  enter  into  a  different  date  and  courfe^  of  thinking  and 

ading; 

*  Col.  il.  II.  t  Col.  iiL  5»  .  }  Rom.  idii.  14«  (sal.  iiL  S7* 

S  Rmi.  vi*  s»  4» 


Scit»LXXX.  Ibis  Mariififotwn  of  Irregular  Htfirei*        AS^ 

a&iog ;  in  which  the  former  thinge  are  pajed  away^  an^  all 
ihings  are  made  new  *.  The  promifes  indeed,  of  this  reno- 
vation on  oar  part,  and  of  grace  to  accomplifh  it^  and  fature 
bappinefs  to  reward  it,  on  God's  part,  are  fir il  made  in  bap^ 
tifm  I  which  therefore  the  fcripture  t  calls  our  new  birth  te 
this  new  life.  Bat  then,  it  is  only  by  continual  care,  (if  pro*, 
yidence  allows  us  tinae)  to  grow  in  grace,  and  become  every- 
day more  completely  dead  to  all  traufgrciHon,  and  alive  to  all 
duty,  that  we  ihall  arrive  at  the  maturity,  requifite  for  our 
aG<^ptance« 

Farther  yet :  when  the  word  of  G.od  intends  to  give  us  the 
moft  awakening  (cnfe,  how  intire  our  ghangie  muft  be,  and 
with  how  unremitted  a  refulution  we  mnfl  armourfelves  againd 
every  bad  inclination ;  then  the  ezprefEon  chofen  is,  not  that 
of  dying  to  (in,  b^t  oi  mortifying ^  killing  it.  For  the  original 
fignification  of  the  word,  tranflated^  mortify^  is  not  the  now 
common  one,  ofkeepiog  under  and  treating  with  fome  anfterit/, 
but  of  deftroying,  putting  to  death :  as  where  the  apoAle  faitli, 
if  through  tbefpirit  yc  do  mort\fy  the  deeds  of  the  body  j  unlaw- 
ful indulgences,  j^^^a//  HveX  ;  and  in  the  paffage  already  cited, 
mortify  therefore  your  members^  which  are  upon  the  earth*  In 
purfuance  of  whjch  mortal  enmity  between  religion  and  wick-, 
ednefs,  evcary  ferioas  believer  confiders  himfelf  as  a  foldier  of 
Cbrift  J,  whoCt  whole  life. is  to  be  a  warfare  agalnfl  thofe  luftx. 
which  war  againft  the  foul  \\. 

And  laftly,  bccaufe  the  great  eiid.of  our  Saviour's  incarna- 
tion and  d^ath  was  to  engage  us  ip  this  good  fight,  and  enable 
us  to  obtain  the  victory ;  therefore  overcoming  and  facrificing 
to  him  our  unlawful  defires,  is,  by  an  elegant  allufion  to  thv 
manner  of  his  death,  (which  was  painful  and  floiv,  like  our. 
e,xtirpatioQ  of  them)  called  crucifying  them ;  not  only  here  in 
th^  text,  but  in  another  parallel  one;  knov^ng  thisj  that  our 
old. man  is  crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  of  Jin  might  be  de^ 
ftroyed,  that  henceforth  wefbould  not  fervefn  %.  Whence  alfo 
our  apoftle  faith  farther,  that  hy  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Cbrift,  by  the  example  of  his  fufferings,  and  the  grace  which 
they,  have  procured,  the  worjd  n  crucifed  unto  him^  and  he  un^ 

ill  a  to. 
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to  thi  world  *.  He  regards  it  no  more,  than  the  Jews  did  oar 
Saviour,  when  tbejr  condemned  him  to'  the  moft  ignotniniouft 
torments,  but  hates  it  mortall j,  and  defpifes  it  utterlj,  fo  far 
as  it  is  finful:  and  is  content,  that,  in  return,  it  ihonki 
hate  and  defpife  him,  rather  than  complj  with  its  i»id^ed 
cuftoms.  / 

This  then  is  the  true  chriftian  mortification.  And  the 
figures,  defcribing  it,  are  indeed  remarkably  bold  and  full  of 
energy:  but  thej  are  accurate,  inftruftive,  animating;  and 
alas,  but  too  neceflarjr,  to  convince  unthinking  and  unwiUing 
creatures,  as  we  are,  (prone  to  explain  awaj  into  nothinj;  every 
precept  we  can)  of  the  zeal  and  feverity,  with  which  we  are 
to  extirpate  all  thnt  is  faulty  within  our  fouls.  The  commands 
o(  our  blefled  Lord,  himfelf  carry  in  them  the  fame  force :  if 
our  right  hand  offtnds  us^  to  cut  it  off;  if  our  right  tye^  to  fimti 
it  out  f:  if  any  deiire  we  £ee1,  will'be  a  probable  occafion  of 
our  falling,  to  fupprefs  it^  however  dear :  if  any  aflJoo  we  arc 
engaged  in,  toc|[uitit,  however  advantageous  in  other  rcfpeAs. 
And  the  reafon  he  adds,  admits  of  no  reply.  It  is  better  fer 
thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed^  than  having  two  hands  or  fcpo 
eyes^  to  be  caft  into  hell-fire :  it  is  better  to  undergo  the  moft  paia-i 
ful  felf*denial  here,  and  be  recompenfed  with  heavenly  ^licit]^ 
hereafter;  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  afeafonX^  and 
fuSer  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty  for  ever. 

Having  now  explained  the  rife  and  general  intention  .of  the 
principal  phrafes  of  this  fort  in  fcriptiire,  I  proceed 

n.  To  fpecif^  more  dilUndly  the  nature  of  the  duty  defigoed 
to  be  taught  by  them. 

And  here  you  cannot  f%il  to  perceive  at  firft  fight,  that  barb 
treatment  of  our  bodily  frame,  only  for  the  fake  of  treating  it 
liarfhly,  is  no  part  of  chriftian  mortification,  or  chriftian  dotj. 
It  is  indeed  a  praftice  contrary  to  reafon,  and  no  lefs  to  fcrlp- 
ture.  For  St.  Favl  faith,  no  man,  that  is,  no  wife  man,  ever 
lated  his  ownfUfb  $.  Yet  the  opinion,  that  fuch  things  are  ia 
themfelves  acceptable  to  God,  hath  not  only  been  common  in 
falfe  religions,  but  crept  into  the  true  :  and  both  fumiOied  on- 
believers  with'  anobjcaion  againft  it,  and  inifled  believers  vcty 
unhappily.     For  they,  who  fancy,  that  exercifing  rigour  oq 

their 
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f  heir  perfons,  hath  any  good  in  it,  fcparatc  from  the  good  ufes 
%o  which  it  may  contribute,  arc  fomc  of  them  led  to  fancy 
alfo,  that  the  farther  they  carry  it  the  better  ;  till  they  hurt, 
perhaps  ruin,  their  healths,  diforder  their  underftandings,  or 
however  four  their  tempers;  while  others  conceive,  that  there 
is  very  great  merit,  in  a  very  little  fuffering  ;  and  confequently. 
f>erfuade  themfelves^  that  God  will  readily  excufe  the  fmaller 
faults  of  a  behaviour  not  quite  fo  moral  as  it  ihould  be,  on  their 
pundual  performafnce  of  thrir  higher  duties,  as  they  efteetu 
(bem ;  though,  iu  truth,  not  oilly  imaginary,  but  often  of  little 
'inore  than  imaginary  hardfhip.  And  thus,  whereas  common 
£nners  are  open  to  remorfe  of  confcience,  which  there  is  hope 
may,  fooner  or  later,  tboough  the  grace  of  God,  amend  them  : 
fhefe,  on  the  c<^tTary,  proceed  felf- applauded,  and  fully  per- 
f uaded  of  their  title  to  a  diitinguiihed  (hare  of  divine  favour. 
On  which  account  our  Saviour  tells  the  Pharifees,  men  of 
aofierity  in  fome  refpefts,  and  wondrous  exadnefs  in  little 
niatters,  that  the  publicans  and  the  harlots  Jball  go  into  the  king^ 
dom  of  heaven  before  them*. 

Not  that  chriftiaos,  of  more  abflemious  lives  than  ordinary, 
^re  therefore  to  be  condemned  as  Pharifees  and  hypocrites  4  or 
dierided,  as  weak  and  fuperfiitious*  Every  one  is  bound  to 
employ  fuch  means  for  his  prefervation  from  fin,  and  advance- 
rnent  in  piety  and  virtue,  as  either  God's  word  hath  prefcrib« 
ed,  or  hia  own  reafon  and  es^perience  recommend.  Now  fome 
may  find  rules  to  be  ufeful  or  necefifary,  which  to  others  would 
be  neither.  Some  again  may  rafhiy  cenfure  what  they  would  do 
much  better  to'  imitate.  And  all  perfpns,  cfpecially  all  who 
live  in  cafe  and  plenty,  fliould  be  attentive  to  keep  their  bodits  , 
in  fuhje6iion\  :  not  haraffing  them  as  enemies,  but  ruling  and 
providing  for  them  as  fervants,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  make 
^hem  both  willing  to  obey,  and  able  to  perform  their  work. 
They  ihould  watch  over  their  natural  fondnefs  far  pleafure, 
and  tendency  to  follow  the  cuftoms  of  the  wotld ;  not  with 
vnreafonable  fcrupuloufnefs,  but  with  religious  prudence :  learn 
to  fufped  their  favourite  inclinations,  and  the  opinions  that 
countenance  them:  check  themfelveB  in  ]»roportion  as  they 
grow  eager,  fbop  and  look  round  them  with  care  :  never  ad* 
fr  ventU4:e 
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venture  to  the  eztccmity  of  what  is  lawful,  but  in  all  dulums 
cafes  lean  to  the  undoubtedlj  (afer  fide.:  be  moderate  ia  the 
mod  allowable  gratifications  of  this  world,  and  delight  prn- 
cipally  in  cultivating  and  improving  tbofe  pious  and  Tirtuoas 
affeAions»  which  alone  can  mai£  thtm  meei  tB  he  partahn  ^' 
the  inheritance,  of  the  faints  in  ligbt^  i  of  a  bappincis  intiidj 
fpiritualt   and  abilra&ed  from  fleih  and  blood. 

But  then,  while  we  obfcryc  .this  caution  in  regard  to  woiM- 
\j  objefts,  we  muft  be  careful  alfp,  on.  the  othc^r  haad,  that  wc 
carry  it  not  to  dangerous  or  extravagant  lengths  ;  that  we  Uxm 
not 'unthankful  to,  or  fufpicious  oi^  him,  who  bath  givenns 
richly  all  things  to  enjoy\  ;  that  wc  difguifc  not  religion  hj 
putting  it  in  a  melancholy  and  forbidding  drefa ;  that  we  be 
not  betrayed  by  the  rellraints,  under  which  wc  lay  ourlebcs, 
cither  into  vain  £blf.opinion  and  fpiritpal  pridr,  or  a  rigidnefs 
of  temper,  very  unfuitable  to  the  gentle  fpirit  of  the  Cbrifliaa 
profeffion  :  but  particularly,  that  wc  forbear  to  cmdemn,  or 
even  difpife,  our  brethern  of  more  fcfrming  latitude ;  who,  it 
may  be  under  the  appearance  of  a  freer  life,  (whkh  was  owf 
Saviour's  own  cafe,  for  he  came  fating  and  drinking  X)  pidervt 
really  and  inwardly  a  ftrifter  guard  over  their  thoughts, 
words,  and  aaions,  than  we  do.  And  in  general^  all  perfow 
ought  to  take  heed,  that  whUe  they  are  watching  agamft  the 
approach  of  one  fort  of  fins,  tbofe  of  another  do  not  find  a  itadj 
admiffion.  We  arc  willing  enough  to  keep,  at  ever  fe  great  t 
diftance  from  the  faults,  to  which  wc  have  little  or  no  iiicJi- 
natton  ;  and  often  affeft  to  mak^  our  2:eal  in  that  refped  it- 
mirkablc :  but  then  perhaps  more  favourite  vices  have  eafy 
^  entrance  into  our  brcafts,  ai)d  take  firm  pofieffion  of  them. 
We  are  (hocked,  for.  inftance,  and  with  .much  caiife,  at  the 
nionftrous  and  ruinous  eagernefs  for  pleafure,  the  profligate 
and  unprecedented  contempt  of  religion,  that  prevails  lo  the 
world  :  our  behaviour,  on  thefe  heads,  is  unblameable,  exempt 
lary ;  and  w^  value  ourfelves  upon  it  beyond  bounds.  Yet 
pofllbly,  all  the  while,  we  indulge  ourfelves  to  the  fall  anod:ef 
way  :  are  unjuft  and  fraudulent,  or  felfilh  and  unreafonable,  ar 
penurious  and  harv«. hearted,  or  cenforioos  and  nnforgivbg,  or 
peevifh  and  ill-tempered ;  make  every  one  about  us  uneafj, 

tni 
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dnd  thofe  chidlj,  whofe  happinefs  ought  to  be  our  firft  care. 
This  is  applauding  ourfelret  for  being  fortified  where  the 
enemy  is  not  likely  to  make  an  attack  :  and  leaving  the  places, 
that  are  moft  expofed,  (}ttite  undefended.  Every  one  therefore 
onght  to  ftiidy  the  weak  parts  of  his  own  heart  an^  condud^ . 
and  fpend  the  main  of  his  attention  upon  thefe :  that  fo  not 
only  a  wrong  inclination  or  two  may  be  rooted  up,  which  if 
left  to  themfelve^  would  fcarce  ^row)  or  may  be  facrificcd  in 
favoiir  of  others  lEis  bad ;  but  the  whole  tody  of  fin  be  deftroy- 
ed ;  x^atftejb^  the  principle  of  evil,  votib  all  its  ajffiBiofU  and 
lufts^  nailed  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

And  this  duty  hi  mortifioatiori  'is  no  ibbre  confined  to  one 
feafon,  than  to  one  fill.  The  praAice  of  it  either  mull  be  con- 
ftant,  or  will  be  fruitlofs.  The  time  of  Lent  indeed  hath  been 
more  efpecially  approjpriated  to  it :  hot  that  we  fhould  think 
the  Slew,  or  the  reality,  of  a  little  more  exa£lnefs  than  ordi- 
nary, for  a  few  weeks,  (produftive  perhaps  only  of  ill  hunjour) 
fo  meritorious  ;  that  Iprhen  we  have  once  got  it  over,  we  may 
live  almoft  as  we  pleafe,  till  the  unwelcome  days  return,  when 
We  are  to  atone  Afrefli  for  our  pad  offences,  and  fo  make  way 
for  the  commiffion  of  future  ones.  For,  as  the  fon  of  Sirach 
ohkxrt%i  He  that  nvajbeth  him f elf  after  the  touching  of  a  dead 
h^dy^  if  be  touch  it  again^  what  availeth  his  tvafbing  Jf  So  is  it 
V)itb  a  man^  that  fafieth  for  his  fins  ^  and  goeth  again  and  doth 
thefmiu.  Who  tuHl  bear  his  prayer^  or  what  doth  his  humSling 
profit  kim* .'  Our  great  concern  is  to  mortify  all  irregular 
defires  with  fuch  inceifant  care,  that  there  may  be  as  little 
need,  as  little  room,  as  poffible,  to  diftinguiiht  one  feafon  from 
another  in  that  refped.  But  becaufe  y^e  are  firangely  apt  to 
pofipone  a  work,  generally  difagreeable  in  proportion  as  it  is 
neceffary ;  our  church  hath  wifely  direfted,  that  the  negligent, 
Cand  we  all  are  fuch  in  fome  ^meafure)  (I\ould^  now  be  more 
folemnly  called  to  confider  their  ways,  aflSia  their  fouls  for 
their  tranfgref&ons,  and  renew  the  intermitted  difcipline  which 
is  requifite  to  make  their  hearts  better.  This  is  our  true  bufi- 
nefs  At  prefent.  Methods  of  keeping  Lent,  which  end  vddi 
it,  and  leave  behind  them  no  durable  effeft,  cannot  be  of  much 

ufe; 
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life ;  and  may  be  fatal,  by  deceiving  us  bto  a  &lfe  fiecority,  sbA 
forgetfulnefs  of  what  I  propofed  to  flicw  you, 

III.  That  our  chriftian  profeflion  ftrongly  binds  ns  to  morti- 
iy  continually  every  immoral  appetite  and  paffion.  ^fh^x 
that  are  Chri/^s^  have  cruc^d  ihejle/b^  wiih  the  ofeGionj  amd 

Inftead  of  this,  the  apoftle  might  have  faid,  0ike  the  phik>- 
fophers  of  his  own  and  preceding  times)  they  who  are  truly 
.  rational  beings,  who  fee  the  beailty  of  virtue  and  deformity  of 
vice,  who  feel  the  pleafures  and  the  pains  of  the  moral  fienfe, 
who  fprm  jiift  notions  of  the  reaVgood  and  evil  of  man,  who 
are  ambitious  of  imitating  their  Creator  and  acquiring  his  fa* 
vour  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  eziftence  and  perhaps  a  futttit 
one :  biit  in  faying,  they  who  are  Chrifi^s^  he  hath  faid  all  this; 
and  much  more.     Chriftianity  comprehends  eVery  confidermtioo 
of  nature  and  reafon  in  the  fulleft  manner  ^  and  as  they  are  aH 
infufficient,  fome  too  fpeculative  and  unseeding,  fome  too  dtf- 
putable  and  uncertain  \  adds  others  of  inefiimable  value,  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf.     A  heathen  may  want  almoft  intirely,  and  mnft 
want  in  a  great  degree,  both  the  means  of  learning  wh«t  man- 
kind is  mofi  deeply  interefted  in,  and  motives  and  power  te 
pradife  what  he  had  learned :   a  chriftian,  allowed  Co  read  and 
hear  the  word  of  God,  cannot,  without  inexcufable  n^ligenoe: 
and  of  them  to  whom  much  is  given^  much  will  be  refmrti^. 
Through  Chrift,  who  hath  enlightened  us,  we  km&w  £tUibi»gs\s 
through  chrift  which  Jlrengtheneth  us^  tbe  can  do  all  ihimgsX  * 
through  Chrift,  who  died  for  us,  what  we  do  ftiall  beicwaxdcd 
though  deferving  nothing,  with  eternal  life.      And  thus  hath 
the  grace  of  God^  which  hringeth  fahation^  not  only  iau^i 
but  enabled  us,  denying  ungodUne/s  and  worldly  lufts^  to  Uoejo* 
herly^  righteoujly   end  godly   in  this  prefent  world^.-    They, 
who  are  Ch rift's  in  name  only,  bind  themfelves  to  this :   thty, 
who  are  in  reality  his,  perform  it.     Ifony  man  have  not  tit 
fpirit  of  chrift,  he  is  none  ofhis\\  :  and  the  fruit  ofthejpirit,  we 
are  told  immediately  before  the  text,  and  through  the  whok 
Scripture,  are  tfie  pious  movements  of  a  good  heart,  and  the 
anions  of  a  good  life.     Our  blefted  Lord  gave  himfelffor  sf, 
that  he  might  fanBify  and  cleahfe  us^  and  prefent  us  to  himjii/ 
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hcfy  and  wkhcut  hlnni/b*.  If  theo  we  labour  not  ta  become 
fiich,  we  fruftrate^  fo  far  as  our  own  concerns  reaches^  his 
gracioos  inlenUoas*  and  make  his  fufierings  vain.  \t  we  cru- 
cify not  our  affeftions  and  lafts,  we  erucify  him  afrfjh^  and  put 
him  to  openjbamej' ;  pour  contempt  on  his  glorious  undjcrtak- 
ing  ourfelves,  aj^kjd  expofe  it  to  the  (corn  of  others  :.  the  confe- 
quence  of  whidi  will  be,  that  as  vibili  we  profefs  to  know  him^ 
in,  w^Ae.  we  ^jr&>»t,  fa  will  be  in  the  daj  of  judgement 
profefs  to  us,  J  never  knew  you  :  depart  from  me^  ye  that  wort 
ini^ity^  Still  it  fhonld  be  obferved,  tha{  fp  far  both  good 
and  bad  chriftians  are  his  as  to  be  always  under  his  dominion. 
Ifosu  of  us  livetb  to  bimfelf  and  no  man  dietb  to  bimfelf  ex-r 
empced  from  h^  authority :  whether  we  live  or  die^  we  are  the 
Xord^s^l  bat  the  wicked  continue  under  his  gaverRment*  juijt. 
as  upon  earthy  rebels  continue  fubjefks  $  not  intitled  to  benefits 
from  their  prince^  but  liable  juftljr  to  forer  ptini&me&ts  tbaa 
bia  otheK  enemies.  Think  then,  will  you  be  Cbrifl's  at  bis 
^amikg^f  only  to.have.  vengeance  tnien  of  you  imfljuming^re**, 
or  to  enter  with  kirn  into  his  ghryffl  If  the  latter  be  your 
choice,  the  only  way  to. it  is,  that  yon  think  it  not  too  much 
to  crucify  your  fieih  figuratively,  renounce  and  defiroy  your 
forbidden,  d^fires,  however  painful  it  be,  for  him  ^  fince  he 
thought  it  not  too  much  to. let  his  flefli  literally  be  crucified 
for  70U.  And  if  you  will  make  fare  Qf  doing  this  aJt  all,,  you. 
piuft  do  it  immediately*. 

Perhaps  yqu  will  fay,  we  hope  it  is  done  already  r  for  the- 
text  aflures  us,  all  believers  have  done  it.  But  obferve:  at 
.that  tinu^  almolt  al).  profefied  believers  were  real  ones  ;  for 
they  had  no  temptation  to  Oiake:  a  f^lfe  profeffion:.  and  in 
general,  fpeculative  believers  were  pr^dical  ones  ;.elfe  they 
would  nev«r  h(i^e  fuffered.  what  they  did.  B,ut  in  our  times^ 
the  cafe  is  much  altered.  And  in,  all  times,  the  true  methdd 
of  arguing  is,  sot^  we  are  ChriJPs^  and  therefore  we  have 
erucified  our  affeBions  and  lujij  :  but,  we  have  crucified  our 
affeBions  and  hfts^  and  therefore  we  are  Cbrift^s.  Our  faith 
mull  be  proved  from  our  works :  not  our  works  from  our 
faith*  By  their  fruits  ye  fhaJl  know  tbem^  is  the  rule  Jt :  and 
by  thofe  we  muft  know  our  own  ftate,  as  well  as  that  of  others. 

Vox..  11%  M  m  m  But 

^  Epb.  X.  359  *^t  27.     t  Heb.  nl  4.     t  Tit  L  16.       $  Matth.  Tii.  ftg- 
IJton.  slv.  %9.   t  t  Ctr.  XT.  sj.      **  %  Thcfll  It.      ft  Lnke  xxhr.  26, 
itl«attlLTii.ao, 
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But  fuppofing  we  have  caufe  to  believe  it  good,  have  we  flot 
greater  caufe  to  believe  it  good,  have  we  not  greater  cauie  to 
be  feofible  it  is  not  perfeft  ?.  And  (hould  we  not  be  ftriving  con- 
tinually to  make  \l  more  fo  ?  T%ty  that  are  Cbriffs^  the  spoftk 
tel)9  us,  have  erucijiei  theflejb.  But  he  doth  not  tell  ns,  thej 
have  done  it  fo  cfCeSually  and  fo  completely,  a^  they  ought. 
On  the  contrary  he  .tells  us,  that  he  himfelf  had  not  yet  attmn- 
ri,  but  was  ft  ill  prrffin^  on  towards  the  mari*.  And  forclj 
we  (hould  be  doing  it  without  ceafing.  Unlefs  we  are  care- 
ful  to  adyance,  we  ihall  be  driven  back;  unlefs  we  purfiie  oor 
e&emy  to  d^ftrufiion ;  though  put  to  flight,  h^  will  return : 
though  wounded  as  it  were  to  deaths  bis  deadly  wound  will  he 
iealedf :  and  gradually,  if  not  fuddenly,  his  empire  may  beu 
ootne  more  abfolute,  and  our  condition  more  deplorable,  thaa 
ever*  At  l^A  be  will  be  perpetually  annoying  us,  difturbing 
our  peace,  taking  away  our  comfort,  darkening  our  profpcds. 
Nor  fliall  we  be  lofers  in  this  life  only,  by  neglefl  of  gotag 
on  to  perfe&ion :  but  in  the  next  alfo,  the  leCi  co^nplete  die 
vi£bory  is,  the  fm'aller  will  be  the  reward  :  and  they  vfho  hate 
/own  fparinglyf  Jhall  reap  alfo  fparinglyX.  Let  us  therefore 
fow  plentifully  thp  feeds  of  every  virtue ;  and  extirpate  wiiK 
f uch  diligence  every  root ,  of  bittfrneft^  that  there  may  be  the 
frceft  room  and  the  fulleft  tiourifliment  for  every  grace  of  tic 
chriftian  life  to  flouriih,  and  be  fruitfah  Of  outfelvts  indeed 
-wf  can  do  nothing  §•  But  this  is  far  from  being  a  juft  plea  for 
Hopping  where  we  iare  :  finfe  Cod  is  able  to  make  all gmt 
abound  towards  us  ;  that  we  having  always  Mfufficitncy  in  eH 
things  f  may  abound  to  every  good  wori}\.  Provided  the  a  we  ap* 
ply  to  him,  by  the  means  he  hath  appointed,  and  engaged  to 
blefs,  humble  faith,  eameft  prayer,  ftrifi  vigilance,  and.  oob- 
ftant  nfe  of  his  holy  ordinances,  we  fliall  not  foil  to  experience 
the  truth  of  his  promife  :  TCbey,  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  JfiU 
renew  their ftrengib  :  they  fhall mount,  up  with  wings ^  as  eagles\ 
theyfhall  run  and  not  be  weary  ;  they  fhall  wali^  and  tai 
faintf. 


*  rbil.  ill.  1 2,  I?,  14.         t  Bev.  xiiK  J*        f  ^  Cor.  ix  6. 
i  John  xy.  5.  I  2  Cor.  ix.  J.  1  Ifa.  xl.  31. 
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Ox  CONFIRMED  Faith  in  tre  Pouter  akd  Justice  of  G6i), 


Heb.  xi.  17. 

Hy  faith ^  jlbrahdm^  when  be  was  tried^  offered  up  I/aac :  and 
be^  that  had  received  the  pramifes^  offered  up  his  oaly  begotteh 
Son*  V 

npHE  charader  of  Abraham  in  general  is  reprefented  through* 

oat  the  word  of  God,  as  highly  refpedable.     But  hia  obcN* 

dience  to  the  divine  command,  in  devoting  to  death,  and  facri- 

£cing,  fo  far  as  the  a£t  oi  the  mind  was  concerned,  his  belove4 

ifon,  the  only  heir  of  his  family,  and  of  all  the  gracious  predic«  ' 

tioas  made  to  him,  is  peculiarly  celebrated  for  its  tranfcendenc 

piety ;  firil  in  the  Old  Teftament,  by  an  angel  from  heaven^ 

fpeaking  in  the  name  of  God  ;  then  in  the  New,  by  the  apoiUe 

St.  Jarhes^  as  well  as  the  writer  of  this  epiflle.     But  as  tbey„ 

wh«  look  at  the  fun  too  intently,  dazzle  their  eyes,  till  all 

around  them,  and  even  the  light  itfelf,  appears  dark :  fo  men. 

have  drained  their  thoughts,  in  comparing  atid  meafuring  th^ 

wcaknefs  of  their^owh  faith  and  rcfglution  agaiuft  the  firength 

of  AbrahartC%^  till  they  have  been  quite  confounded  with  it. 

And  hence  fome  have  imagined  this  dire£iion  to  be  fuch  a  cue 

as  could  not  poffibly  come  from  God:    whilft  others  have 

thought  it  was  a  trial,  rather  of  his  difcernment,  than  of  his 

dutifulners  \  and  that  though  he  meant  well,  he  might  have 

reafoned  better.     The  former  opinion  is  deiigned  to  contrs^lift 

aod  diCcredit  fcripture  :  nor  is  the  latter,  thoiigh  intended  to 

^tnove  an  obje&ion  againQ  it,  by  apy  means  confident  with  it* 

tor  we  (hould  never  have  found  th^rp  fuch  lofty  encomiums 

of  his  proceedbg  fo  far,  through  itoiftakei  tQwv ds  an  a£tion^ 

M  01  x&  1  which 
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which  would  ha¥%  been  extrenidj  unnatiital  uid  birbttroiiBy 
if  the  injundion  Co  do  it  had  not  alterad  the  qaaUcj  of  it :  hat 
whatever  kind  acknowledgenieat  had  been  made  of  his  good 
purpofe,  there  would  certainlj  have  been  a  reproof  of  his  wrong 
judgment ;  at  leaft  an  admonitioo,  that  it  was  wrong  :  whereas 
we  find  nothing  but  unmixed  commendation  of  his  befaavioor. 
Ror  tbe  fake,  therefore,  both  of  fudi  as  indine  to  either  of  tMe 
notions,  agd  of  many  humbler  and  devomer  minds  ;  who  jet 
leel,  ("as  perhaps  we  have  now  and  then  moft  of  us  done)^grcaC 
reluSance  in  their  i^ftions  againft  this  article  of  faered  hiCi 
torj,  and  ibme  diiEculties  in  point  of  reafon  alfo ;  I  fliall  eadea- 
Vour  to  fliew  difttnAljt 

I>  llie  poiSbilitj  of .Grod*s  giving  fuch  an  order. 

Hi  The  evidence  which  Abraham  had,  and  we  mzj  bate 
lioW)  <tf  his  aftnallj  giving  it« 

III.  The  improbabiUry,  c^at  the  obedience  paid  to  it  ihoBid 
have  any  bad  effed:  in  after  times. 

IV.  The  good  ends,  that  might  be  and  were  promoted  hf  it. 
\  I.  The  poffibility  of  God*s  giving  fnch  an  order. 

Indeed,  were  we  but  nearly  (o  modeft  as  wef  ought  to  be,  we 
Ihould  be  very  backward  to  queftion,  whether  a  beiiig  of  m^ 
learchable  wifdom  can  do  what  there  is  any  competent  proof 
he  hath  done :  and  (hould  carry  a  ftrotig  fenle  of  our  own  flioit* 
fightednefs  and  incapacity  along  with  us,  to  check  all  petiu 
kmce  of  arguing  on  fuch  points.  But  happily  a  moderate  fuU 
miflion  of  our  poor  uoderftandings  to  the  divine^  will  be  fiifi^ 
tient  on  the  occafion  before  us. 

That  tbe  God  oftbefpirits  ofattflejb^^  in  wbofe  hand  is  At 
Jpttt  of  every  living  things  and  the  hreatb  of  all  maniindf^  may 
taie  away  at  his  plcafure  what  he  hath  given  only  during  bis 
pleafure  t*  cannot  poflably  be  doubted*.  We  experience,  that 
in  the  daily  couriie  of  his  providence  he  take*  away  the  oioi 
innocent,  the  moft  deferving,  the  moft  uftful  perfons,  very  mi* 
txpeStedljf  and,  to  our  thinking,  very  unfeafonably  v  for  cauies 
not  to  be  known  till  the  day  of  tbe  revelation  of  bis  rigbteeas 
judgment 'j.  And,  Shocking  as  this  may  often  feem,  or  aBic. 
ting  as  it  may  feel,  it  is  yet  no  niore  than  removing  his  fiib* 
je£b,)  in  whom  he  hath  abfolute  property,  and  over  whom  he 
hath  unlimitod  autkority]|  from  one  part  of  his  dominions  to 
.J  anodieir 
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another^  ftill  to  remaiii  under  the  fatne  gratDioits  government, 
and  only  to  ierve  in  a  different  and  better  ftation. 

Now  what  he  fo  contmnaUy  doch  bj  various  difeafes,  and 
what  we  call  aceidentSt  (many  of  them  attended  with  Idng  and 
dreadful  fofferings}  why  might  he  noty  if  on  any  occafion  he 
iaw  it  proper,  do  by  a  (horter  and  eafier  method,  by  the  hands 
i>f  another  human  creature  ?  Magiftrates  appoint  their  officers 
to  execute  thofey  whom  they  have  condemned.  Kings  and  ge- 
nerab  appoint  their  armies  to  defiroy  multitudes,  that  are 
l^diltkA  themlelvecy  though  poffibly  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
others.  Killing  would  be  murder  in  both  thefe  cafes^  if  ar  law- 
ful command  did  not  alter  the  nature  of  them.  But  that  fu- 
perfedes  and  overrules  the  obligations  to  the  contrary,  which 
cUe  would  arife  £ro>m  the  common  relation  of  man  to  man. 
Surely  then  God  might  always  give  the  fame  Command 
whenever  he  thought  fit  to  interpofe.  And  the  per-< 
fon,  who  had  his  authority,  was  well  ftuthorized^  and 
bound  to  aft  aocording  to  his  eommii&on.  £lie  not  only 
jArmham  would  have  afted  onj,oftifiably  in  this  matter,  but 
the  Jru)s  in  making  war  on  the  CanaatdUs^  Jtbu  in  extirpa- 
ting the  houfe  of  J&ab^  many  other  perfons  in  many  other 
things,  aU  which,  the  fcripture  faith,  were  done  in  obedience 
to  the  voice  of  heaven.  And  the  confequences  of  making  thefe 
oonoeffions,  (for  we  cannot  (top  at  one)  every  ferious  believer 
will  Cee  with  horror.  But  in  truth  we  need  make  none  of 
ihem.  If  God  cannot  empower  a  perfon  to  do  any  thing,  but 
what  would  be  lawful  without  his  order,  fome  of  the  loweft  of 
«a  have  a  right  to  do  more  than  he.  And  if  he  can  empower 
in  one  fuch  cafe,  why  not  in  all :  in  that  of  life  and  death,  as 
wdtas  thereft^ 

Since  then  hi^  mere*  command  given  lAight  oblige  one  maa 
to  take  away  the  life  of  another :  it  might  obliige  a  father  to 
take  away  the  life  of  his  fon.  For  the^particolar  relation  of 
ktndred,can  no  more  be  pleaded  as  a  ground  of  difobejing  the 
divine  will,  than  the  univerfal  relation-of  humanity.  We  own^ 
God  hath  enjoined  parents  to  love  their  children :  but  not  bet- 
ter,  than  they  love  their  Maker.  He  hath  planted  in  their 
hearts  inftiofts  of  warm  afFeftion  towards  thexn :  but  not  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  datv  towardii  himfelf.  The  law  of  nature, 
chat  of  the  land,  may  require  a  man  to  put  his  guilty  fon  to 
death  ;  to  ezpofe  his  innocent  fon,  for  the  needful  fervice  of 
the  pnUio^  to  unavmdable  deftroftioO|  Wff  biaiCdl  t»  fight 

againft 


4^2  99  Ccnfirmd  Fakhk         Sn.  LX3SJ^i- 

againft  his  font  if  they  are  members  of  two  focietxes  at  war 
with  each  other.  And  whj  might  not  God  require  whatever 
of  the  like  fort  he  judged  to  be  requiiite  ?  The  magiftrate's  odj 
juftification  is,  that  he  ads  on  the  authority  of  God,  as  declared 
by  the  voice  of  nature  :  and  why  is  it  not  a  fufEcient  jufiifica^ 
tion,  that  Abraham  aSed  upon  the  fame  authoricy,  as  dedaicd 
by  the  voice  of  revelation  ?  One  e^d  of  facrifices  probably  was, 
to  recognizer  that  all  things  are  God's  gift,  by  furrendericg 
fome  choice  parts  of  them  to  him  iq  this  form*  Now  Ifaac 
had  been  the  gift  of  God  in  a  mbft  p^ulis^  fenfe :  bis  parents 
had  enjoyed  the  comfort  of  him  for  m«liy  years.  And  if  be, 
who  might  have  fnatched  him  away  befoS^^  whenever  he  would, 
by  any  of  the  common  methods,  was  pleSfed  to  demand  bim 
back  at  laft  by  as  extraordinary  a  9ne,  as  that  in  which  he  be* 
flowed  him,  what  could  be  laid  againft  it  ? 

I  acknowledge,  it  may  feem  hard-heaftednefs  to  argue  in  ft 
rigid  a  maimer  on  fo  tender  a  fubjeft :  and  am  very  fenfible, 
that  tiiere  is  no  poiJlbility  of  coniidering  Abraham*^  cafe  as  oar 
own,  nay  of  imagining  it  diftindly  as  his,  without  bleeding 
inwardly  at  the  thought :  and  rejoicing  from  ones  foul,  that 
the  days  of  fuch  commands  are  long  ago  paft.  But  ftill  the 
right  of  iiTuing  them  forth  was  ever  inherent  in  God,  voi  mufi 
be  confefled,  and  when  it  is  needful,  vindicated*  To  this  very 
hour  both  religion  and  virtue  call  upon  uS  frequently  to  <»•• 
troll  and  aft  againft  our  moft  affefiionate  inward  feelisgs,  even 
towards  them  that  are  deareft  to  us ;  though  not  near  to  the 
fame  degree,  that  Abraham  did.  And  it  is  a  very  uhgruefitl 
return,  inftead  of  thanking  God^  that  he  doth  not  carry  oor 
trial  fo  far,  to  infift  that  he  cannot; 

He  cannot  indeed  require  what  is  abfolutely  and  always  n^ 
fit :  but  taking  away  life  is  fit  or  unfits  according  to  circonu 
i^ances.  He  cannot  require  a  parent  to  hate  his  child  :  and  ic 
is  the  height  of  infidel  perverfenefs,  io  interpret  our  Saviour's 
words,  of  hating  father  and  mother  and  viife  and  children  \ 
literally  and  ftriftly,  when  we  have  a  plain  direction  to  inter- 
prct  them  comparatively  f .  But  he  may  require  a  parenf,  u 
we  have  daily  proof,  willingly  to  yield  up  and  rcfign  his  child . 
and  to  offer  him,  is  but  one  ftep  further,  however  painful  s 
one.     He  cannot  give  men  a  general  commiBion  to  take  away 

eack 
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each  others  lives :  for  this  would  be  inconfiilent  with  the 
fcheme  of  his  providence,  and  deftruSive  to  mankind.  Ba% 
he  may  give  a  particular  cotnmiffion  of  that  fort  in  fonie  eztra-i 
prdinarj  jundure  :  for  it  maj  be  to  their  advantage.  He 
cannot  Qrder«a  iingle  life  to  be  taken  away,  or  a  fingle  adion  of 
anj  kind  to  be  done,  without  reafon  ;  for  it  would  be  poyBti'arj 
(o  the  perfeftion  of  his  nature.  But  he  may  have  many  rea« 
fons  utterly  beyon4  onr  reach.  And  to  alfert  that  he  can  have 
none,  is  to  fet  up  Qur  own  underftandings  for  infinite,  and  deny 
his  to  be  fuch.  Whether  we  can  perceive  any  reafons,  and 
what,  in  the  prefcnt  cafe,  will  be  enquired  under  the  fourth 
bead.  It  fuffices  for  this  firft,  that  God  might  fee  reafons  to 
give  forth  the  command,  which  the  fcnpture  faith  he  did.  He 
iaw  indeed  at  the  fame  time  reafons  agaiufl:  the  execution  of  it : 
as  Solomon  did  ags^inft  the  execution  of  his,  though  a  very  wife 
one,  for  (he  divifion  of  the  child  *«  But  Abraham  could  by  no 
means  penetrate  fo  far :  and  therefore  was  bound  to  obey,  if 
^  due  confideratiozx  he  w^s  furc  be  W9^  ordered.  I^et  us  now 
then  examme 

n.  What  evidence  he  might  have  of  this,  and  we  may  have 
fvcn  now. 

The  Almighty  and  all- wife  cannot  be  without  fome  way, 
probably  many  ways,  of  xiptifying  his  will,  whatever  it  be, 
clearly  to  his  creatures :  for  ^ven  we  can  notify  ours  clearly, 
one  to  another.  If  an  equal  of  ours  were  to  bid  us  do  what 
Abraham  was  bidden  :  though  we  ought  to  refufe  obedience, 
yet  we  fhould  not  doubt,  or  we  need  not  long  doubt,  who  it 
was,  or  what  he  faid.  And  why  could  not  Abraham  be  equal- 
ly certain,  when  God  fpoke  to  him  ?  That  we  know  not,  bow 
God  fhewed  it  to  be  himfelf,  is  no  argument  in  the  lead:,  that 
he  did  oot  ibew  it  effedually.  If  it  were,  it  would  be  an 
argument  againfl  all  revelation,  as  well  as  this.  Some 
indeed  have  objefted,  that  Abraham  could  not  have  fo 
fall  proof  by  any  revelation,  that  God  enjoined  him  to  facri- 
fice  his  fon,  as  he  had  by  reafen,  that  it  was  criminal.  But, 
you  have  feen,  he  had  no  proof  of  its  being  criminal,  if  God 
^joined  it :  but  full  proof  of  the  contrary.  And  therefore  the 
pbjeaion,  rightly  ftatcd,  is  only,  that  he  had  not  fo  much  evi- 
^npe  of  the  injundliooy  as  he  had,  that  the  aSion,  unlefs  it 

wer^ 
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ircre  cnjoiaed.  was  vnlawfiil.  Now  even  tbit  is  n6re,  dns 
can  ever  be  made  oot.  But,  fuppofing  it :  A  jadge  baih  ficU 
dom  or  never  fueh  abfolotc  cerumtj  of  die  gnilt  of  a  prifmr 
tried  before  hioit  i^  he  hath,  that  nnlefs  he  be  guiltj.  he  flamU 
not  condeaaa  him.  Yet  ftill,  if  the  evidence  of  his  gnUt  he  fuffci* 
eoc»  be  condemns  him  verj  juftlj.  J^ojSl  fe,  if  the  evidence  of 
God's  command  was  fuffictent^  jfiraham  very  jnftly  might 
have  (acrificed  I/ait€»  Let  us  therafere  confideri  wtthont  pi^ 
jadice,  whether  it  was  or  tM :  iairlj  taking  the  ea(f»  as  it  lies 
in  fcriprure. 

There  we  Sod,  that  he  had  enjoyed,  the  privilege  of  fiipev. 
natural  communications   from  God,  for  above  the  fpaoe  ef 
fifty  years :  during  which  time  we  have  many  of  them  record- 
ed, and  there  might  be  many  more.    He  had  infallible  afi^ 
ance,  that  they  were  tree  ones ;  not  only  from  vifiUe  appear- 
ances  of  aogelSi  and  of  the  diving  E^^^T*  ^^  tram  die  pnoAa* 
al  accomplifliment  of  the  prediAions  contained  in  them :  paie* 
cularly,  the  deftrnaion  of  Sodop^  and  the  totb  of  Ifiui^i  '^ 
bis  and  Sarab^s  old  age  ;  events,  which  G^  alone  CQiuM  fere» 
fee,  or  bring  to  pafs*     And  it  was  ^«r  ihefi  Mng^^  as  M^fa 
takes  car^  to  give  notice  ezprefsly  ♦,  that  he  was  tried  wiA 
the  command  to  offer  np  his  fon.    Now  finely  by  lb  long  ex« 
perience  he'  was  thoroughly  qualiied  to  diftingnifr  real  rercb- 
tions  from  imaginary  ones.    Nor  would  God  either  permit  die 
man,  whom  he  honoured  with  the  tide  of  hit  /rurndft  to  be 
tnifled  into  a  horrible  and  moft  aflifting  crime,  by  a  dekfioa 
of  Satan,  attended  with  all  the  external  marks  of  tmth  ;  or  de- 
liver a  command  to  him  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  and  ktfc 
him  doubtful  of  its  genuinenefs  ;  but  would  certainly  remere 
all  poflTible  difiTcnlty  about  beKeving  it,  when  thofe  of  obeyngft 
were  fingly  fo  hard  to  furmouut.     Indeed  an  order,  f^  fcangf* 
ly  different  from  any  that  he  had  ever  received,  and  wfaidb  de- 
prived him  of  the  deareft  bleflSng  he  had,  muft  of  itfelf  put  ilin 
on  his  giiard,  to  the  very  utmoft,  agaioft  miftaking :  bowerer 
prepared  he  might  be  by  the  former  myilerious  difpenfations 
of  providence,  for  future  ones.     That  he  loved  Ifimc  mol 
tenderly,  no  one  can  difputc :  that  he  had  a  general  teoderaefr 
of  heart,  his  interceding  for  the  vileft  of  finners  clearly  proves: 
that  bis^notions  of  God's  moral  attributes  were  juft  and  Uxfij^ 

appcsn 
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appears  fron  his  own  words  in  his  very  interceilioD ;  that  tbg 
rigbteout  Jbould  hi  as  the  'nvicked^  tbat  be  far  from  tbee :  fbaU 
not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right*  f  And  that  he  had  any 
enthuiiaftic  rarn  of  mind,  or  any  fu perditions  principles,  that 
could  induce  hini  to  think  the  offering  up  his  fon  prefcribed 
when  it  was  not,  or  the  voluntary  perpetration  of  fo  (hocking 
a  deed  an  a^  of  merit,  that  could  procure  him  a  compenfation 
from  heaven  for  defiroying  liia  whole  comfort  and  liopes  at 
once;  there  is  no  ihadpw  either  of  proof  or  likelihood.  We 
never  find  him  elfewhere  attempting  to  facriiice  human  vic- 
tims. There  had  nothing  remarkable  of  auy  fort  befallen  him, 
that  could  even  feem  to  require  one ;  much  lefs  fo  exceedingly 
precious  a  one  :  and  the  heathens  themfelves  did  not  offer  up 
their  fons,  without  being,  as  they  thought,  in  the  moA  urgent 
neceiQty  and  extreme  danger.  Indeed  we  are  not  certain,  that 
there  was  in  his  timefuch  a  praftice  in, the  world  :  or,  if  there 
was,  that  he  knew  it.  Or  if  he  did  ;  as  we  find  it  anciently 
denied^,  and  no  where  affirmed,  that  this  execrable  cuilom  pre. 
vailed  in  his  native  country,  probably  his  education  mull  lead 
him  to  abhor  it :  and  certainly  the  whole  fpirit  of  his  religion 
was  totally  different  from  the  bloody,  as  weli  as  the  lewd,  ido«. 
latries  and  fuperftitions  of  Canaan* 

Some  indeed  have  fufpeded  the  contrary,  becaufe  it  is  not 
faid,  that  he  ezprefled  any  furprize,  or  even  reluftance,  on  re- 
"ceiving  the  command.  But  neither  is  it  faid,  that  he  exprefTcd 
any  joy,  when  a  countermand  (lopped  his  hand.  Yet  mufl  he 
not  of  neceifity,  mud  not  any  man  in  like  circumdances,  be 
his  religious  opinions  what  they  will,  have  felt  both  ?  and 
therefore  why  may  not  fuch  things  well  be  underdood,  with- 
out being  related  ?  and  efpecially  as  to  the  former,  what  if  the 
facred  hidorian  drew  a  veil  over  agitations,  too  drong  to  be  de- 
fcribed:  as  the  painter  of  a  heathen  dory  is  faid  to  have  done, 
and  is  praifed  for  doing  it,  on  the  fame  occafion  ?  Might  not 
jdhrabam^  noCwithdanding  this,  feel  the  utmod  agony  of  pa- 
ternal  fondnefs  ;  beg  of  God  to  preftrve  him  from  illufion  and 
error :  beg  that,  if  it  were  fojfihle^  this  cup  might  pafsfrom 
himt:  yet  dill,  when  the  will  of  God,  fo  far  as  he  was  capable 
^^  judging,  appeared  to  be  otherwife,  acquiefce  without  expof- 
tuktion  ?  For  Sodom^  it  is  true,  he  did  expodulate.     But  how 

Vol.  II-        ^  N  n  n  different 
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different  were  the  two  cafes  ?  That  was  a  charitable  plea  for 
others  :  this  had  been  an  interefted  one  for  himfelf.  If  Sodom 
was  deftrojed,  all  hope  of  repentance  was  cut  off  from  a  mtil-  , 
tilude  of  finners  :  if -^'^ac  fuflfered,  it  was  not  as  a  punifhrnest; 
but  as  a  trial,  fare  to  end  well.  And  therefore  the  former 
cafe  called  for  interceflSon :    the  latter,  for  obedience  onl  j. 

Having  no  room  then  to  apprehend,  that  Abraham  had  anj 
thing  in  his  mind  to  miflead  him  ;  we  can  have  none  to  doubt, 
but  he  examined  fach  an  order  as  this  with  the  greateft  circuiii- 
fpedlion,  and  yielded  only  to  irrefidible  evidence  of  its  being 
divine.  Befides,  it  was  not  given  him  to  be  executed  chat 
moment,  without  leifuie  to  recolkdl  himfelf.  Three  dajs  in- 
tervened before  the  time  for  the  execution  of  it :  and  dariog 
all  thefe  his  fon  was  continually  in  his  fight,  going  along  widi 
him  to  ilie  place  of  fscrifice  :  nothing  interrupted  his  atientioQ 
to  the  horrors  of  this  one  dreadful  fubje^l.  Full  time  was  al- 
lowed for  imagination  to  cool,  for  nature  to  work,  for  objec- 
tions of  every  fort  to  be  raifed.  Yet  Abraham  perfevered ; 
and  therefore  his  convidion  muft  be  founded  on  proofs,  that 
could  not  be  ihakcn.  "     • 

It  might  indeed  appear  ftrange  to  him,  that  God  fbculd 
mention  no  motive  to  an  injundion  fo  fevere.  But  he  would 
perceive  immediately,  that  one  motive  was  the  trial  of  his 
^  faith,  which  was  tried  more  completely  by  af&gning  no  other: 
and  he  would  perceive  afterwards,  that  no  other  cosld  be  af- 
figned,  becaufe  the  intention  of  heaven  was  that  the  deed  ihonM 
not  be  dohel 

Befides  this  lefler  difficulty,  there  were,  in  point  of  reafooy 
two  principal  ones.  The  firft  was,  the  unlawfulnefs  of  the  ac- 
tion :  and  how  that  might  be  rema\'ed,  I  have  fhewn  yon. 
The  other,  to  which  the  verfe  after  the  text  refers,  was,  the 
prediftion,  that  in  Ifaac  his  feed  Jhould  he  calledi  that  the 
holy  nation,  and  the  promifed  MelFiah,  ihould  defcend  from 
him.  For,  it  might  be  alledged,  how  could  that  be  verified,  if 
he  was  to  be  flain  now  ?  And  yet,  with  whatever4aws  of  hu- 
man  fociety  God  might  difpcnfe,  he  would  certainly  prefcne 
his  own  truth  inviolate.  But  in  what  manner  Abraham  an- 
•  fwered  this,  the  following  verf-  informs  us.  He  accounted  he 
reafoned,  for  .fo  fhe  word  fignifies,  that  God  was  able  to  raifi 
btm  up  even  from  the  dead  :  whence  alfo  he  received  lim  in  a 
figure.     The  birth  of  Jfaac  waj»  hkc  receiving  him  from  the 

dead, 
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dead,  on  account  of  the  age  of  both  his  parents.  Yet  when  it 
was  foretold,  Abraham,  to  ufe  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  confidered 
not  his  own  body,  now  dead,  when  -be  *was  about  an  hundred 
yean  old,  neither  yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sarah's  womb,  but  was 
[fully  perfuadedj  that  what  God  had  promifed,  he  :was  able  to 
perform*:  and- the  event  juftifted  his  faith.  Encouraged  by 
this,  he  now  a  fecood  time  againfi  hope  believed  in  hope,  that  he 
might  become  the  father  of  many  nations^.  For  that  power, 
'which  had  quickened  the  barren  aged  womb,  could  alfo  quicken 
the  lifelefs  duft.  It  was  onlj  carrying  on  the  fame  kind  of 
Tvonderful  interpofition,  that  he  had  already  feen  begun.  And 
thus  did  that  very  prediAion,  which  might  feem  to  create  the 
mod  infuperable  difficulty,  afford  him  a  clew  to  extricate  him 
out  of  all  difficulty  in  point  of  argument,  intirely.  For  lilfaac 
was  to  have  a  poller ity,  he  muil  be  raifed  again :  and  that 
would  vindicate^  the  command  of  God,  ^nd  the  patriarch's  0- 
bedience,  to  all  mankindt* 

Some  hav^  obferved  a  yet  farther  circumftance  in  the  hif- 
tory  ;  that  God  bade  him  offer  his  fon  upon  one  of  the  mountains^ 
%vhicb  bejbould  tell  him  of^  :  and  hence  they  conclude,  not 
improbably,  that  when  it  is  faid,  he  lift  up  his  eyes  the  third 
day,  andfaw  the  place  afar  o^lK  he  might  have  known  it  by 
fome  remarkable  fign  from  heaven,  pointing  it  out  to  him* 
And  this  would  be  a  new  and  nloft  feafonable  confirmation,  that 
be  was  doing  what  he  ought.  And  fuppofing  him  at  length  to 
fliew  it  Ifaac  too,  it  might  well  produce  in  him  that  intire  fub- 
miilion  to  fo  ftrange  a  death,  which  may  elfe  look  hardly  cre- 
dible. For  he  wa^  unqueflionably  of  age,  to  have  attempted 
either  refiftance  or  efcape,  fince  be  was  of  age  to  carry  the  wood 
for  the  facrifice  :'yet  he  appears  abfolutely  refigned  j  and  fcems 
^o  have  been  bound  for  no  other  reafon,  than  becaufe  vidims 
ufually  were.  But  ftill  he  might  have  yielded  himfelf  up, 
not  in  confequence  of  any  immediate  fiotification  to  him  from 
above  :  but  from  mere  dependance  on  his  father's  well  known  ' 
judgement  and  affoftion.     It  mud  have  been  from  one  of  the 

N  n  n  2  two 

•  Rom.  iv.  T9,  ai.  tVer.  18. 

X  Neither  PbiU  nor  Jtfepbus  intimate,  that  Abraham  reafonecl  thus. 
But  the  aothor  of  Nszzacban  veius,  in  Wagenftil,  p.  ^2.  doth  t  wbothere* 
fore  probahtv  borrowed  this  folutlon  from  the  New  Teftament,  or  foin« 
chrifUan. 

$  C<  n.  xxii.  1.  I  Gen.  xxii.  4. 
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two  motives  :  and  fuppoGog  it  to  be  only  from  the  latter  and 
the  weaker,  it  doth  the  higheft  honour  to  the  charafiers  of  them 
both. 

But  a  further  and  very  ftrong  evidence  of  Abraham's  a^ing 
by  divine  command,  was  that  which  appeared  in  the  clofe  of 
this  wonderful  tranfadion.  If  an  evil  and  lying  fptrit,  if  a 
gloomy  turn  of  mind,  if  an  emulation  of  any  barbarous  heathen 
rite,  had  pronapted  him  to  defign  this  aft ;  they  would  bavs 
prompted  him  .alfp  to  complete  the  execution  of  it,  and  never 
have  let  him  ftop  (hprt  juft  where  he  did.  Nay,  if  thefe  bad 
motives  had  influenced  him,  and  ip  great  mercy  God  had  fiopt 
him  ;,  he  would  furely  at  the  fame  time  have  ihewn  him  his 
error,  inilead  of  praifing  and  rewarding  him.  And  therefore 
his  motives  were  not  bad:  but  a  wife  and  gracious  be* 
ing  was  the  author  of  the  command,  as  well  as  the  difpcnia- 
tion. 

But  to  fee  this  yet  more  fuUy,  let  us  confidefi 

III.  The  improbability  of  its  pr9ducing  any  hurtful  effcdb 
in  after  days. 

Men  may  indeed  run  niad,  and .  think  AbrahartCs  example 
authorizes  them  to  kill  their  neareft  relation,  or  whom  they 
will.     And  fo  they  may  run  mad,  and  think  the  public  good, 
or  any  thing  elfe,  authorizes  them.     But  that  any  one  ever  did 
plead  the  precedent  of  Abraham  for  fuch  an  a&ion,  1  believe 
is  not  pretended.      And  plainly   no  one  in  his   fenfes  can. 
Abraham  was  a  public  and  extraordinary  perfon :  he  was  a 
fovereign  prince,  and  accountable  to  no  power  upon  earth :  he 
lived  when  divine  revelations  were  frequent,  had  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  proper  marks  of  them,  and  ufed  to  fee  them 
veriied:    his  inclinations  and   his  intereft   confpircd    in  the 
ftrongeft  manner  to  preferve  him  from  miftake :  he  knew  bj 
God's  promife,   that  if  He  facrificed  his  child  by  God*s  order, 
he  would  foon  rife  again  :    and  at  laft  he  was  not  permitted  t» 
do,  what  merely  for  a  trial,  he  was  commanded  :  nor  hath  any 
human  creature  ever  been  commanded  it  fince.     How  can  tbii 
pofUbly  be  encouragement  to  a  private  and  common  man; 
fubjeft,  he  and  his  whole  family,  tp  the  laws  of  the  fociety,  of 
which  he  is  a  member ;    bom  40CO  years  after  Abraham  in  a 
quite  different  ftate  of  things  ;  when  no  revelations  are  to  be 
looked  for,  but  all  pretences  to   them  fufpe£ked  in  the  bigheil 
degree  $    who  bath  had   no  experience  of  them,  nor  can  gucts 

of 
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i>f  what  nature  they  fhould  be,  if  there  were  any  :  how  can  he 
dreaoi  of  encouragement  from  hence,  to  commit  a  deed,  con- 
tiary  to  the  ftanding  rules  of  his  own  reafon,  of  human  autho- 
rity, and  of  the  word  of  God,  merely  bccaufe  he  hath  a  (Irong 
jnclmaticfn  to  it,  perhaps  to  ferve  fome  felfiih  or  wild  purpo(e» 
that  be  hath  at  heart  ? 

Siill  fome  have  alledged,  that  however  plauiibly  we  may 
argue,  in  fad  human  facrifices  began  early  in  the  world  ;  and 
what  could  be  fo  likely  to  give  rife,   or,  at  Icaft,  countenance 
to.  them,  as'  this  command?    But,  according  to  fome  old  ac- 
founts,  they  began  before  it.     And  fuppofe  they  did  not ;  (liU, 
if  any  perfon  had  either   learned  them,   or  bf  en   reconciled  to 
them  from  hence,  it  mull  furely  have  been  Abraham's  poiteri- 
ty.     And  yet  We  do  not  find,  that  ever  any  one  of  th^riti,  excepr 
ting  the  fingle  doubtful  cafe  of  Jephtba    700  years  after,  fo 
much  as  once  thought  of  fuch  an  oiFcring  to  the  God  of  ihcir 
fathers.     It  was  idols  only,  that  they   worfhipped  thus'9  and 
they  did  it  in  imitation,  not  of  /ihrabfim^  but  of  thofe  very 
Cattaanites^  whom  they  had  been  ordered  to  doftroy  for  their 
wickednefs,  and  exprefsly  forbidden  to  follow  in  this  aft  of  ir. 
Tale  heed  to  thyfelf^  that  thou  inquire  not  ^faying,  boiv  did 
tbefe  nations  feroe  tbeir  gods  /  Evenfo  will  I  do  likewife.     For 
every  abomination  to  tbe  Lord^  wbicb  be  batetby  bave  tbey  done: 
tbeir  fon^  and  tbeir  dattgbters  bave  tbey  burnt  in  the  Jire  to  their 
gods^.     Nor  did  the   Canaanites  alone,    but  nations,  that  pro- 
bably had  never  heard  of  yibrabam  or  of  them,  oiFcr  fuch  vic- 
tims.    And  therefore  the  Cuftom  fecms  altogether  the  offspring 
cither  of  diabolical  delufions,  or  of  pricftly   tyranny,  combined 
with  grofs  ignorance  and   frantic  terror  j    fuggefh'ng,  that  the 
moil  precious  and  mod  painful  facrifices  mud  be  the  mofl  effi- 
cacious.    Bat  had  any  ever  fupported  themfelves  in  this  prac- 
tice, by  the  hiftory  of  Abrabam^  it  muft  have  been   by  the 
grofieft  abufe  of  that  hiftory ;    and  every  proceeding,  every 
mercy  of  God,  is  liable  to  equal  abufe.     A  command  of  fuch 
^  nature,   never  given  but  once,  and   to  one  man,  and  then 
countermanded  before   execution,  and  clearly  explained  to  be 
roeant,  neither  for  the  averting  of  any  danger,  nor  the  expia- 
tion of  any  fin,  but  merely  for  an  extraordinary  trial  of  that 
man's  dutifulnefs,  could  not  in  reality  make  the  aSual  per- 
I  formance 

•  Deut.  xli.  30,  31. 
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formance  of.  the  thing,  fo  commaodedi  a  commoa  ufage  for 
quite  different  purpofes  :  any  more  than  <S'o/offzoi9's  order  for 
dividing  the  child  in  two*  could  make  the  performance  of  that 
a  common  ufage.  Indeed  the  direSlj  contrary  conclufion  vas 
the  natural  one  :  that  God  approved  not  human  vidims  ;  bat 
only  fuch,  as  he  had  provided  for  Abraham^  inftead  of  his  feo. 
And  if  the  comptitation  of  fome  chrohologers  be  right,  that,  in 
a  few  years  after  this  time,  facrificing  men  was  abolifbed  in 
that  part  of  Egypt ^  which  lay  nearefl  to  Abrabam^s  refidcnce: 
(where  perhaps  it  was  never  taken  up  again)  wc  fliall  haw 
room  to  think  the  tranfa£tion,  that  we  are  now  confiderisg, 
might  have  a  moll  happy  confequence,  in  that  very  refped,  ia 
which  it  is  groundlefsly  accufed  of  having  a  bad  one. 

But  thus  I  am  got  infenfiby  into  what  I  propofed  to 
fliew 

IV.  The  good  ends,  which  might  be,  and  were,  promoted 

Indeed,  could  we  difcover  none,  we  are  juft  as  ignorant  of 
the  defign  of  feveral  things  in  Grod's  creation  :  which  appear, 
though  certainly  without  rcafon,  both  ufelefs  and  hurtful.  But 
in  the  prefent  cafe  many  valuable  purpofes  are  vifible  and  ob- 
vitus. 

This  command  was,  in  the  fird  place,  a  noble  manifeAa- 
tion  of  j1braham*s  faith  and  obedience.  The  hardeft  of  iMt 
crders  which  he  had  received  before,  was  very  fupportable: 
and  they  were  accompanied  with  great  promifes  of  advantage ; 
in  particular  of  worldly  advantage.  This,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  fcvcre  beyond  exprefilon  ;  and  had  no  promife  or  conibla- 
tion  at  all  annexed  to  it :  but,  inQead  of  that,  it  enumerated 
ri  him  the  moil  cutting  circunillances,  and  placed  them  beSsrc 
lam  in  the  fulled  light.  "Take  now  thy  fon,  thine  onij  ^/m, 
Ifuac^  whom  thou  lovejl^  and  offer  him  up\.  Yet,  pierced  to 
the  heart,  as  he  muil  be,  by  thefe  expref&ons,  he  dutifully  fab- 
mi  tted;  without  feeking  excufes  from  any  diiTuafive  reafonings, 
witliout  throwing  on  any  one  the  lead  (hare  of  the  burthen  of 
his  own  ahgui(h.^  without  expoiing  himfelf  to  the  tender  id^ 
citations  of  Sarah ;  without  acquainting  Jfaac  what  was  in- 
tended,  before  it  became  abfohitely  needful.     How  adoniihicj:- 

ij 

•  1  Kmjs  ill,  25.  t  Gen.  axii.  t. 
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\j  great,  how  compofed,  how  confiderate  a  felf*(ienial  vigiM 
this  ! 

Yet  farther,  the  piteous  deed  was  not  to  be  done  immedi- 

.atclj,  whilft  the  impreffion  of  the  divine  voice  wjis  founding 

freOi  in  his  ears,  and  excluded  every  other  fentiment ;  but  ac 

the  difiance  of  three  whole  dajs  :    during   which  every  feeling 

of  platernal  affection  would  return  in  full  force  ;  and  even  the 

inferior  confideration  of  what  his  family  and  the  world  would 

think,  and  fay  to  fo  unnatural  an  a&ion,   if  Ifaac  did  not  rife 

again  inftantly,  as  there  was  no  proof  he  would,  muft  fingly 

have  a  weight  very  hard  to  be  fupported.  Nor  were  thefe  days  to 

be  fpent  in  retirement,  in  meditation  and  prayer,  to  fortify  his 

refolution  ;   but  altogether  in  the  company  of  the  dear  objc£t, 

whom   he  was  to  flay ;    whofe  converfation   would  be  in   ii 

thoufand   inilances  the  more  moving,  as  he  went  along  with 

him  unfufpicious  of  what  was  to  follow  :    and   whofe  innocent 

qaeftion  at  laft,  my  father^  behold  the  fire  and  the  wood^  but 

vohere  is  the  lamb /or  a  burnt  offering*^  muft,  one  fliould  think* 

have   completed  the  melting  down  of  all   human   refolution. 

But  wifdom  preferved  him^  as  the  book  oiWifdom  exprcffes  itf, 

blamelefs  unto  God^  and  kept  him  ftrong  againfi  his  tender  com^ 

paffion   to/wards  his  foni   till  now,   when- the  facrifice  of  the 

mind  was  made  to  the  utmoft,   and  only  the  outward  a£l  was 

wanting,   the  hand  being  /(retched  /orthX  even  for  that ;  tiic 

goodnefs  of  the  Almighty   broke  forth  on  a  fuddeii,  like  the 

fun  from  behind  a  black  cloud  concealing  it,  and  the  an^d  0/ 

the  Lord  called  unto  him  out  0/  heaven^  and/aid^  lay  net  thine 

hand  upon  the  lad  :  /or  now  I  knoiv  that  thou  /ear eft  God^/c- 

ing  thou  haft  not  withheld  thy  fon^  thine  only  fon,  /ram  nie\. 

The  tranfport  of  hearing  thefe  words   muft  have  mude  in  a 

moment  large  amends  for  the  preceding  pangs.     I/aac  was  re- 

ftored  to  him  without,  going  tlirough  the  bitterne/s  0/ death\  : 

reproach  and  mifconftru£tion  was  avoided  :  the  dreadful  deed  dif- 

penfed  with  :  the  willing  mind  accepted  :    and  a  folemn  appro- 

bation  pronounced  over  him  from  above,  anticipating  the  final 

fentence,  well  done^  good  and /aith/ul  fervant^. 

Indeed,  before  this,  God  had  declared,  I  inow  Abraham*^. 
But  now  he  knew  him  by  a  riew  proof:  and,  which  is  the  con- 

ftant 

•  Gen.  xxii.  7.  f  Wifd.  x.  5.  \  Gen.  xxii.  Xo. 

$  Vcr.  rr,  i».  }  1  Sam.  xv.  3».        1  MattjL  xxv.  %l. 
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ttant  fcrii)tarc  fcnfc  of  his  trying  any  one,  he  manifcfted  him 
hy  the  trial,  to  angels,  to  men,  to  hinfelf :  amd  emfierumce 
wrought  in  him  fure  hope  not  to  he  ajbamed  upon  any  fiitftre 
occafion,  h^caufe  the  love  of  G^d  was  thus  Jbed  abroad  is  hu 
heart*.  A  further  difcqvery  was^  and  a  very  delightful  one  it 
mull  be,  that,  by  fo  decifive  an  experiment  of  I/aac*s  piety, 
his  father  knew  him  to  be  worthy  %f  his  utmoft  aff.'dion  ;  and 
worthy  of  the  choice,  which  God  had  tnade  of  him,  to  fsp. 
pdrt  religion,  and  ht  the  progenitor  of  the  promifed  (eed; 

Nor  did  this  trial  convey  only  improvement,  and  comlbrt, 
and  reward  here  and  hereafter,  to  Abraham :  but  nfefal  in- 
ftrudion  to  others  alfo.  Hence  it  appear^,  that  the,  fervants 
of  the  true  dei^  were  as  ready  to  perform  hia  hardeft  cam- 
maods,  as  thofd  of  falfe  ones  could  be  to  obey  theirs  :  but  that 
he  -did  not  require  of  them  to  give  their  firft-hi^n  for  their 
tranfgrejjion^  the  fruit  of  their  body  for  the  Jin  of  their  f^  i 
but  to  dojufiljfy  and  to  love  mercy ^  and  walk  humbly  with  tbeir 
God\.  Hence  alfo  it  appeared,  that  God  was  not  partial  in  hia 
choice  of  the  Jews  to  be  his  peculiar  people :  bni  properly 
fixed  on  that  nation,  where  the  moft  illuftrious  ioftanoes  of 
religious  obedience  Jiad  been  given ;  for  which  this  prerogadve, 
granted  them,  was  a  fit  recompence ;  befides  that  the  tnfiiBeace 
of  fuch  examples  and  teachers  of  it,  afforded  a  greater  probo* 
bility  of  its  lading  there,  than  any  where  elle. 

Hence  likewife  we  may  all  of  us  learn,  what  is  yet  more 
maitrial,  not  to  fear  making  nfe  of  our  reafonin  religion^  fcaA^ 
hraham  ufed  his  on  the  point  before  us ;  but  ftill  to  make  a  Ib- 
bcr  and  modell  ufe  of  it :  to  believe  and  do  what  we  plaialj  fee 
is  caught  and  commanded,  though  neither  the  particulars  of  the 
do^rine,  nor  the  grounds  of  the  precept,  be  at  all  clear  ;  and 
not  to  rcfjedl  haftily  and  ralLly  what  we  read  in  fcripcure  con- 
ccf^ing  occafional  diredions  given  formerly  from  above,  though 
it  be  difficult  to  account  for  foroe  of  them  at  prefent.  We 
may  learn  further,  that  the  viBory^  which  overcometh  the  worM 
is  ourfaitht  but  that  we  are  to  (hew  our  ftuth  by  our  worksf, 
as  St.  James  obferves  Abraham  (hewed  his^f ;  not  thinking  our 
own  prtffures  heavier,  and  our  owu  virtue  in  bearing  dteoi 

greater 

•  Rom.  V.  3,  4,  5.  f  Mic.  vi.  7,  8.  1 1  John  v.  4. 
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greatci",  than  any  ones  clfe  ever  were;  but  joining  humility 
-with  refignation.  And  latlly,  we  may  learn  to  obey  God 
clicerfttlly  in  the  mod  unwelcdrae  injunftions,  and  truft  him 
boldly  in  the  moil  inextricable  perplexities  :  which  lafl  wfe 
find  was  an  ancient  leflon,  founded  on  this  narration.  For, 
from  Mraham*s  fajing  to  Ifaae^  God  u^ill provide^  (in  the  He* 
brenv  it  \s  fee  for)  a  laml)^^  the  place  received  its  name,  Jibo^ 
vahjirth^  and  a  proverb  its  rife,  in  the  mount  of  the  Lordit  fball 
he  f€en\  :  that  is,  in  the  very  extremity,  if  not  before,  prdvifion 
will  be  made.  And  indeed,  as  this  part  of  the  patriarch^s  hifiory 
is  recorded  in  the  earlied  book  of  the  bible  9  it  is  impoffible  to 
fay,  of  how  frequent  ufe,  or  how  great  upon  the  whole,  it  may 
have  been,  from  his  own  time  downwards,  to  good  perfons 
in  all  ages  of  the  church,-  jewi/b  and  Cbriftian^  under  public 
affli&ions  and  private.  But  evidently  it  may  be  of  ifnfpeaka« 
ble  benefit  to  us^  if  we  fet  but  our  hearts  to  walk  in  the  ftept 
^bis/ttitbX^  in  hope  of  being  hleffed  xwith  faithful  Ahraham^^ 
who  is  the  father  of  all  tbem^  that  helievt^. 

Many  howeverx  may  ftill  objed,  with  too  much  truth,  that 
his  pattern,  though  they  allow  it  to  be  an  excellent  one,  is  one 
that  they  could  never  follow,  were  they  ever  fo  plainly  com* 
maaded.  But  then,  be  thankful  at  leall,  that  you  are  nof  com- 
manded :  and  be  aiTured  yon  never  will.  Admire  and  hon^ 
onr,  but  never  think  of  blaming,  him  that  was  able  to  do  fo 
much  ;  and  by  that  method,  amongft  others,  excite  yomfelves 
to  do  what  you  are  called  to.  Since,  through  divine  grace,  he 
bore  fo  amazing  a  trial,  the  fame  grace  can  furely  fl  lengthen 
you  to  bear  common  ones  :  and  you  may  well  fubmit  conten- 
tedly, if  your  deareft  bleffing  is  taken  from  you,  fince  he  was 
willing  to  facrifice  his  with  his  own  hand  j  comforting  himfelf, 
as  you  may  too,  by  the  full  afTurance  of  a  future  refur- 
region.  For  if  we  believe^  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again :  them 
alfoy  which  fleep  in  Jefns^  will  God  bring  with  him^. 

And  this  leads  me  to  one  view  more  of  the  facrjfice'of 
I/aac :  the  refemblance  it  hath  to  that  of  ChrilK  .  No  wonder 
it  was  fo  extraordinary  a  tranfadlion  in  iifelf,  if  it  was  intend- 
ed to.  prefigure  the  moft  extraordinary  and  mjfterxous  one, 
that  the  world  ever  faw :  as  the  agreeing  circiunftances  prove 

Vol.  II.  O  o  o  it 

•  Gen.  wi.  ••  t  Ver.  14-  ♦  Horn.  iv.  it. 
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it  mnfl.  Id  both  cafes  joo  ice  a  good  aod  kind  Cidier  caaiag 
bis  beloved,  00I7,  and  innocent  fon  to  fuffer  death.  I/Saa^  was 
beir  to  the  promifes  of  the  temporal  Catutan :  throBgh  Ckrift 
we  claim  the  inheritance  of  the  hea^enlj.  I/aae  carried  the 
wood,  on  vhich  he  was  bound,  in  order  to  be  oflercd  up**  : 
Chrift  carried  the  crofsff  on  which  he  was  afterwards  naicdt 
and  put  to  death.  The  place  where  God  appointed  the  &r. 
aaer  ihould  die,  and  where  the  latter  died  aAuallj,  was  the  veiy 
fame;  the  land  of  Moriaht^  that  is»  of  God  manifcAcd ;  m 
one  of  the  inouotains  of  which  the  temple  flood  ; 


our  SavioUr*s  crofs.  The  term  of  three  days  too  is  renunka- 
blj  fpecified  ip  each  hiftorj$»  ^be  lamb^  which  Mrmhtm 
faid,  God  tuould  provide\\n  naturally  turns  our  thoughts  to  In 
whom  the  Baptifl  calls  the  Lamb  of  txodf ;  and  the  ram  fnbfti- 
tuted  for  I/aac^*^  to  the  temple-facrifices  of  animak«  typo  of 
the  atonement  of  Chrift.  Then  laftly,  the  oioantain  where 
provifion  was  made  for  Ahrahan^t  diftrefs,  deferred  its  naaie 
infinitely  better,  on  account  of  God's  providing  thera  £nr  the 
redemption  of  mankind* 

Thcfe 

*  Cen.  xxU.  6.  f  J«hii  six.  17* 

)  Geo.  xxii.  t.  2  Ckr:  Ui.  r.  fsitht  the  tenpW  was  bntlt  en  Mmk 
JtlUrUh^  where  t&e  Lord  tppeared  to  Dtnii,  Jrfeph.  XM.  1.  i.  c  13.$. 
f ,  3,  faith,  that  m<i^«»  of^t  where  the  temple  was  afVeiwarda  bwlt  vet 
the  place  where  Mrabam  vr9%  dlre^d   to  offer  Ifuie,    The  book  «f 
C0xrif  p.   %5'  f^lth  the  faiine  thing.      Jfrnm.  Qf,  Heh^  in  Grn,  xsis.  1. 
faith  of  the  Htkre-ws  in  general,  that  they  affirm  It.    Tet  Tillttfm^  ia 
the  end  of  his  fermon  on  this  text,  mentions  him,  as  ihyina  ^r^ff^  •■  n- 
dent  and  conitant  tradition   of  the  Je-vt^  that  Mtruk  was   Cdae^i 
But  he  fpecifies  not  the  place.    UMUmi  PaL  p.  t$\,  faith,  *<  Mom  Ma- 
^*  xia  1  Chr,  iii.  i.  diftingui  omnino  debet  a  regione  Moria^  in  q[na  Deal 
*'  roontem  aliquem  (erant  enim  plures  in  ilia  regiooe)  fe  moaftratnriB 
<*  Abrahamo  dicit,  obi  filinm  faum  ofierat/'    But  I  thinlL  be  doth  not 
mention  the  land  ofM^risb  eliewhere.  Vor  doth  he  eaplain  here,  vhetber 
he  meant  any  more,  than  that  the  mountain  was  to  Ise  diftingmfted  froM 
the  land,  as  a  part  from  *^he  whole.    He  faith,  p.  854.  that  fAgrs^wn 
a  part  oI'SmiT,  and  p.  860.  that  Effeb  and  Tercm  in  0u§tm4fh9  place  04- 
gcthti  to  the  north  of  Shu,    And  they  do  1  baft  fay  nothing  there  of  M»' 
rUb,      Vitr.  Obf.  Sacr  I  2.  c.  'O.  $.  8   p.  3^7,  398.  thi|dct  the  whole 
traft  of  country,  in  which  Z/'m,  C«<iMry«  &c.   were,  wat  called  tbelaiid 
of  M»rUb, 

S  The  following  words  am  quoted  from  the  ancient  Jrm^Jb  beek, 

^^erefcbitb  RMs  :  tbin  ere  frtemy  fleets  ef  three  dWjfi  im  ferifimre^  •we  *f 

^  -mbicb  h  tbe  JLefurreetieu  •/  tbg  Mejidb.    It  is  not  in  the  preftnt  cepiet: 

'  but  probably  wat  in  the  ancient.      See  Scb$eUf,  ie  "Mefils^  I.  4.  c-  i.  {  ^ 

I  Gen.  axil  8.  1  John  i.  sf.  |4.  **  Gen.  xxfl.  13^ 
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Tbefe  things  the  patriarch  indeed  could  not  underftaad«  ttn- 
lefs  they  were  revealed  to  him  :  for  the  likenefs  of  two  obje&s 
cannot  be  decerned,  till  both  appear.  Perhaps  he  was  told  the 
intent,  and  thosyaw  tb^  day  of  Chrift  and  was  glad*.  How 
gracious  an  ending  of  fo  terrifying  a  difpenfation  I  But  however 
that  were,  we  now  may  juftly  conclude,  that  what  he  then  re- 
quired Abraham  to  do  for  him,  he  had  purpofed  from  eternity, 
in  the  counfel  of  unfearchaUe  wifdom,  to  do  for  bis  loft  crea« 
tares.  And,  let  the  comforting  refledion  dwell  with  you. 
He  that  JParedimt  bis  own  Son^  but  delivered  bim  up  for  Ui  ntt$ 
hoviJbaU  be  not  with  Urn  alfo  freely  give  us  all  tbingrj^f 
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^efecret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God:  but  thofe  thiagi^ 
wbich  are  revealed^  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children  J9r 
iver  i  that  we  may  do  all  the  words  of  this  law* 

TT  is  one  material  confidcration,  aroongft  many,  in  favour  of 
the  yewi/b  and  Cbrifiian  fcriptures,  that  they  prcfcire 
throughout  fo  due  a  medium  in  the  difcoveries,  which  tbi^ 
make,  of  divine  truths,  as  to  direft  the  faith  and  pradice  of 
men  without  indulging  their  curiofitj.  The  writings  of  entha- 
fiails  would  of  courfe  have  heen  overrun  with  mjfteries:  and 
'  much  fuller  of  explanations,  that  would  make  them  ftill  more 
obfcure,  than  of  the  plain  do£lrines  of  piety  and  morals.  la* 
poftors  would  never  have  negkftcd  to  recommend  thcmfclv« 
by  doing  us  fo  Angular  a  pleafure,  as  that  of  letting  us  into  all 
the  arcana  of  heaven.  Koth  would  have  entertained  us,  a> 
they  very  fafely  might,  with  long  and  aflonifhing  accounts  cf 
the  eflence  of  God,  the  orders  and  emplojnients  of  invifiUe 
beings,  of  the  counfels  of  providence  in  the  government  boili 
of  them  and  us,  of  the  particulars  in  which  the  future  happi- 
Dcfs  and  mifery  of  man  will  confift.  Now  on  the  eootrary*  ^ 
thefe  flatters  holy  writ  gives  no  other  than  brief,  iropcrftft, 
general  notices :  and  thofe  merely  in,  fubfcrviencc  to  the  fir 
lefs  agreeable  fubjects,  of  our  duties  to  God,  each  other,  sni 
.olirfclves. 

Thus  it  delivers  prediftions  of  future  events :  not  for  the 
vain  amufement  of  the  inquiCtive:  but  partly  for  dire&ion, 
warning,  or  encouragement  to  particular  nations  and  ages: 
partly  to  edablifli  the  truth  of  revelation,  in   all  nations  and 

ages, 
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ages,  by  their  accompli (hment.     It  contains  alfo  fupematural 
do£krine3  :  •  but  fuch   only,  as  make  the  ground^work,  more  or 
.lc&»  of  our  obligations,  or  our  hopes.     Thcfe  it  was  evidently 
requifite  for  us  to  know  :  and  accordingly  they  are  notified  to ' 
4IS  :  but  without  any  art  ufed  to  render  the  ftrangeft  of  them 
plaufible,    or  any  care  taken  to  gratify  us  with  full  infor- 
mation about  them,  or  to  ihew  us  why  it  is  withheld.     The 
articles  of  belief  are  laid  down  with  the  utmoft  fimplicity,: 
our  aflent  to  them  is  required  on  the  (eftimony  of  God  :  and 
when  once  we  have  been  told  enough  to  regulate  our  praQice, 
we  arc  only  told  farther,  that  faitb  without  works  is  dead  *, 
A  grievous   difappoiritment  to  our  wiflies  unf]oUbted!y :    but 
ftill  our  reafon  muft  allow,  that  this  is  the  proper  conduft  of 
the  Lord  of  all  to  his  creatures :  and  we  find  it  to  be  his  per- 
-  petoal  conduA  from    the  beginning  of  the  Bible  to  the  end. 
What  our  correfponding  duty  is,  we   are  taught   ii^  feveral 
.  places  ;  but  no  whtre  fo  difiindlly   and  fully,  as   in   the  text : 
which  conveys  as  neceflary  inftruftion,  to  this  day,  as  it  did 
-originally,  though  relating  in  part  to  different  points.     And 
.happy   would  men    always  have    been    made,    and    happy 
might  they  become  yet,  by  the  obfervance  of  its  rules.    Thefe 
arc, 

I.  That  we  fiiould  never  pry  into  matters,  which  infinite 
wifdom  hath  concealed.  For  the /ecret  things  belong  unto  the 
Lord  our  God, 

II.  That  we  ihould  receive  with  attentive  humility  whatever 
it  communicates.  For  tho/e  things ^  which  are  revealed,  belong 
to  us  and  to  our  children  for  ever. 

III.  That  we  ftould  allow  every  divine  truth  its  due  in- 
fluence on  our  behaviour.  For  we  are  to  learn  them,  that 
we  may  do  all  the  words  of  this  law, 

Thefe  are  the  maxims,  which  ought  to  be  eftnblifhed  in  our 
minds,  befo-'e  we  examine  into  any  particular  doftrine :  and 
the  previous  thought,  how  particular  doftrincs  will  be  affe£ied 
by  them,  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  far  as  is  poffible.  Thoy 
ihould  be  explained  without  partiality,  embraced  without 
jealoufy,  and  their  genuine  confcqueaccs  admitted,  what- 
ever they  may  prove  to  be. 

I.  TJjHt 
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I.  That  we  fbould  never  prj  into  matters,  wbach  iofioift 
wifdom  hath  concealed.  For  we  (hall  (cldonit  if  at  all,  be 
wifer  for  fuch  inquiries  :  we  fliall  ncvex  he  happier  or  better: 
and  we  fball  ufually  be  more  wretched,  and  le£s  innncmt. 

In  what  reafon  or  experience  diibovcrs  to  as,  &rdier  fpca- 
lations  or  trials  may  produce  new  difcoveries*  Bat  of  article 
depending  on  mere  rievelatiQU,  as  we  could  have  difbemcd  os- 
thing  without  it,  we  (hall  be  abletodifeerh  very  litde,  ofi^ 
thbg,  beyond  it.  In  the  (horteft  and  feemingly  moft  obrioai 
confequences,  drawn  concerning  fabjefis,  that  lie  aatuaD; 
out  of  our  reach,  we  muft  be  eixeedingl]^  liable  Co  miftako: 
and  yenturbg  far  into  the  dark,  is  the  fure  way  .to  ftumbk. 
Another  ftate  n>ay  probably  withdraw  the  tqI,  aad  acqosiat 
OS  clearly  and  kmiliarly  with  what  now  per^xes  our  res- 
ibnings,  and' wearies  our  conjeftares.  Let  us  wait  tbencsa* 
tentedly  for  the  time,  ^hich  of  nece(&ty  we  mnft  wait  for:  lad 
apply  to  ourfelves  the  comfort,  which  our  Saviour  gave  St. 
Ftttr  oo  a  different  occafioo,  vf bat  J  do  tbouJknowefi  moammi 
hti  thoujbab  imw  htrtafiir^.  Yet  eren  then,  trotfis  will  i«- 
main,  the  fullcomprebenfion  of  which  muft  iat  evarbe  impoSUct 
not  only  to  us,  but  to  the  higheft  creaturef  of  thoc  aloighij 
being,  one  of  whofe  diftinfiions,  inculcated  in  fcriptuiv,  iii 
God  only  wifei.  His  nature  and  attributes  being  unlimitei 
bis  works  and  providence  vo^phing  throogh.  immenSty  sod 
eternity,  the  greateft  advances  of  finite  beings,  moil  be  infinite- 
ly diftant  from  a  complete  underitanding  of  them.  Catt/i  thoo 
hyfearcbingjind  out  God  f  Canji  thmtfmd  omt  tie  Jlhmghtj 
mnto  pnfeOion  ^  Jl  is  high  as.beavini  what  camfi  tbom  dol 
deeper  than  hell;  what  ^anfi  thou  inow^  the  mea/vre  thretf 
is  longer  than  the  earthy  and  hroader  than  tbeftat. 

But  could  inquiry  add  more  to  our  knowledge  than  it  csa : 
would  it  increafe  our  happinefs  ?  We  meet  with  difficnlticst 
and  (hould  be  glad  of  foluti<nis  :  we  enter  a  little  way  into  a 
fttbje& ;  fee  that  vaftly  more  lies  behind,  and  eameftly  long  to 
t>e  mafters  of  it.  But  if  we  were'fo,  are  we  at  all  foic> 
whether  frcih  doubts  and  queftions,  more  embarrafEog  perhap 
than  the  preftnt,  might  not  immediately  arife  from  tbcacc? 
We  find  it  fo  in  the  viiible  world,  where  we  had  le(s  grooad 

to 
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to  expeft  it^  New  fa^  are  duly  obferved,  new  properciet 
of  bodies  difcovered,  new  dedudions  made  from  them :  and 
what  is  the  confequence  ?  Whj^,  that  the  fcheme  of  things  ap« 
pears  deeper  and  lefs  fathomable,  for^  etrefj  ilep  we  take  in 
hopes  of  getting  to  the  bottom  of  it.  In  all  likelihood  there<« 
fore  the  fame  is  the  cafe  of  the  fpiritual  world  too:  and,  hy 
knowing  more  of  it,  we  (hould  be  farther  from  beipg  fatlsfied 
than  ever,  if  our  fatisfadion  depends  on  knowing  all.  The 
fjftem  of  religion  is  fnllj  tanght  ns  by  common  reafon,  and 
the  plain  parts  of  fcriptare*  The  defence  of  it  is  condufted 
moft  prudently  b|g|wning  our  ignorance  where  we  are  ignor- 
ant, which  gives  ilo  advantages;  whereas  affedation  of  the 
contrary  gives  many.  The  pra&ice  of  it  confifts,  not  in  fill- 
ing onr  head^  with  nnneceffary  fpeculations«  but  applying  our 
hearts  to  neceflary  duties.  The  rewards  of  it  are  annexed  to 
believing  and  doing  what  is  required  of  us :  and  how  can  we  be 
the  better  then  for  aiming  at  more  ? 

Indeed  we  Ihall  fcarcely  avoid  being  much  the  worfe.  By 
engaging  in  matters,  of  which  we  are  unqualified  to  judge,  \we 
fiiall  be  in  danger  of  judging  materially  wrong;  either  mifiak- 
ing  the  nature,  or eVen  denying  the  truth  of  religbn,  like  thole  of 
old,  "^ho  fr%fejpng  themfehes  to  be  wife^  became  fooh^.  And 
the  errors,  into  which  we  may  thus  £dl,  will  be  the  lefs  ex-» 
cufable,  as  they  will  proceed  from  our  own  raflinefs.  Befides^ 
the  more  intent  perfons  are  on  purfuing  their  theories,  the  le(s 
time,  and  uf ually  the  lefs  concern,  they  will  have  for  perform- 
ing their  obligations :  excepting,  it  may  be,  fome  fanciful  ones, 
which  they  have  built  on  their  imagined  difcoveries :  refemb- 
ling^  thofe  woi^i/^^rj  of  angels^  whom  St.  Paw/ charges  with 
intruding  into  things^  wbitb  they  bad  not  feen^  being  vainly 
puffed  up  by  tbeir  fiejhly  mindif.  Superfluous  inquifitivencfs 
is  indeed  fometimes  accompanied  with  excefllve  diffidence :  and 
then,  though  lefs  criminal,  it  produces  ,moll  tormenting 
anxieties.  But  commonly  it  proceeds  from  a  degree  of  that 
irreverent  vanity,  which  pofleflTed  our  parent  Eve,  and  coft 
mankind  fo  dear,  of  invading  fuch  knowledge,  as  God  hath  re- 
ferved  to  himfelf,  inftead  of  acquiefcing  cheerfully  in  fo  much 
as  he  hath  imported. 

•  Then 
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Then  ^ith  this  undutiful  fpirit  eafily  afibdiates  itfelf  a  ftm 
more  mifchlevous  one,  of  uncharitablenefs  and  fpiritual  tyranny. 
For  when  once  men  are  alTuming  enough  to  determine,  ont  of 
their  own  inventions,  things,  which  their  Maker  hath  not  dc- 
tcrroinecl,  rhe  next  natural  ftep  is,  to  contend  for  them  Hr  more 
eamejllyy  than  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  thefaints^i  cafting 
oft  chriftian  love,  rcfufing commnnion or  toleration,  and  too  often 
renouncing  common  humanity,  to  all  who  differ  from  them. 
And  therefore  the  apoftle  gives  ITimothj^  at  the  fame  time, 
thefe  two  direftions :  Fo/hvf  righ teoufaeji^  charity^  peace, 
*u:itb  them  that  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  puijfj^art.  Batfoolifi 
and  unlearned  quejlions  (?ind  nothing  is  more  unlearned^  than 
difputing  in  the  dark)  avoid ;  knowing  that  tbey  do  gender 
Jlrifes\. 

.  On  all  accounts  then  we  (hould  keep  clofe  to  plain  reafop 
and  plain  fcripture :  let  our  affent  be  determinate,  as  far  as 
they  are  undeniably  fo ;  but  make  no  decifion  concerning  what 
is  doubtful,  invent  no  groundlefs  hypothefis  to  clear  op  what 
is  obfcure,  nor  carry  on  too  long  chains  of  argument  from  what 
fsems  the  moft  evident.  I  conclude  this  bead  with  that  ex- 
cellent advice  of  the  fon  oi  Sirach.  Seek  not  out  the  things  that 
are  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  fearch  the  things  that  are  ahove  thj 
Jirength,  But  what  is  commanded  thee,  think  thereupon  with 
reverence  :  for  it  is  not  needful  for  thee  to  fee  with  tUnt 
eyes  the  things  which  are  in  fecretX*  Be  not  curious  in  uasu^ 
ceffary  matters  :  for  more  things  are  fbewed  unto  tbet^  than 
men  underftand.  Many  are  deceived  hy  their  own  vain  opisuon: 
and  an  evil  fufpiclon  hath  overthrown  their  judgment.  Without 
eyes  thoujbalt  want  light :  prof  eft  not  therefore  the  ino^0dgt 
that  thou  kajt  not}. 

II.  The  next  riile,  which  Mofes  gives,  is  that  we  fhould 
receive,  with  attentive  humility,  Tvhatever  infinite  Wifdom 
r'.?mmnnicates  to  us.  For  tho/e  things,  which  are  revealed,  i#- 
iong  to  us  and  to  our  children  for  ever. 

Jndtcd  let  any  propofition  be  delivered  to  us,  as  coming  from 
ijo.\  (.r  from  man,  we  can  believe  it  no  farther  than  wc  under* 
iiniid  it :  and  ihciefore  if  we  do  not'  underftand  it  at  all,  »e 

canact 
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cannot  believe  It  at  all  >\  I  mean,  explicitly :  bat  only  be  per« 
fuadedy  that  it  contains  fome  truth  or  other,  though  we  kn^w 
not  what.  Again,  were  anj  doctrine  laid  down,  which  we 
clearly  faw  to  be  felf-contradi^lorj,  or  otherwife  abfurd,  that 
could  never  be  an  objeft  of  our  faith.  For  there  is  ^o  poffibi* 
1  icy  of  admitting,  upon  any  authority,  a  thing  for  true,  which 
%ve  evidently  perceive  to  be  falfe.  Nor  would  calling  fuch 
doctrines  myflerious  mend  the  matter  in  the  leaft*  For  indeed 
there  is  no  myftery  in  them :  they  are  as  plain,  as  any  io 
nature  \  as  plainly  contrary  to  truth,  as  any  thing  t\l^  is  agree* 
able  to  it.    . 

But  if  our  alTcnt  be  required  tp  a  propofition,  which  hath 
fome  meaning  and  no  inconfifiency  in  it|  and  is  undeniably 
eifened  in  a  revelation  well,  proved  :  but  only  we  have  no  o- 
ther  evidence  for  it ;  nor  fliould  of  ourfelves  ever  have  ima« 
gined  any  fuch  things  indeed  ibould  have  thought  it  very  un« 
likely  ;  and  ftill  cannot  thoroughly  comprehend  it  \  or  difco* 
Yer»  or  ib  mnch  as  guefs  at,  the  reafons,  the  manner,' the  cir« 
camftances,  of  what  we  are  taught :  all  this  is  abfolutely  no 
foundation  for  diibelieving  it.  Nay,  though  we  ihould  fee 
difficulties  and'obje^ions'  againft  it,  which  we  could  not  parti* 
cularly  anfwer,  we  (hould  allow  them  only  their  proper  weight: 
which  may  be  far  Overbalafeced  by  fhe  general  atteftatjions  givea 
of  its  divine  authority* 

For  that  God  is  able  to  commnnicate  many  important  truths 
to  us,  which  we  have  no  meJns  of  knowing  otherwife*.  con- 
cerning his  own  nature,  his  defigns  and  difpenfatioas,  concern* 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  the  invifible  world,  and  our  future  date 
in  ir»  can  no  more  be  doubted*  than  whether  we  ourfelves,  ac« 
cordng  to  our  various  knowledge  of  oi^n  and  things,  are*able 
to  give  unexpefted  and  ferviceable  notices  one  to  another. 
And  that  we  (hould  uncerfi and  nothing  farther  of  his  fecrets 
than  is  unfolded  to  us,  nor  be  capable  of  anf wering.  many  quef* 
tions,  that  may  be  aikcd  about  them,  otherwife  than  by  con* 
feffing  our  ignorance,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  plea  againft  their 
being  really  his,  that  it  is  a  nec^effary  oonfequence  of  it :  fo 
far  from  being  ftrang^  in  fupernatural  things,  that  it  is  common 
in  natural  ones.  In  feveral  articles  of  revealed  religion,  we 
believe  things  of  which  we  know  not  the  manner  or  the  rea* 
fons.  But  is  it  there  alone,  that  we  do  fo  ?  In  the  whole  of 
God^s  creatioui  what  do  we  meet  with,  that  is  not,  more  ot 

Vol,  II.  P  P  P  Ic&f 


4&«  OnK^ttgi^utH^Jhrkt.       fln.  UQSXff  . 

kfs,  of  the  fkititt  fort  ?  Wo  know  tiot  the  cAnee  of  <mr  o«b 
xnindy  nor  the  precife  diftindions  of  its  feveral  fftcolciet :  and 
why  then  (hould  we  hope  to  comprehetid,  or  denj  becaafe  we 
cannot  comprehend,  the  perfonal  charafters,  which,  we  are 
told,  exift  in  the  fubftance  of  the  Godhead?  We  know  net^ 
how  the  foul  and  Jkjb  is  one  mam  what  Wonder  if  we  knew 
not,  how  God  and  man  is  one  Cbrijl  *  /  We  .are  ignorant  how 
the  viciificudes  of  day  and  night,  fumttier  and  winter,  aare  pro* 
duced :  how  the  frnitB  of  the  earth  nourifii  ns :  how  bodies 
cohere,  or  impel  each  other :  how  our  fei^'ral  fdoftttions  aie 
performed  f  how  we  move  an  hand  or  an  eje,  though  it  is  oar 
own  doing.  Familiar  as  thck  things  are ;  the  manner  of  then, 
when  examined  to  the  bottom,  hath  obicnrities,  which  the  mtit 
learned  wijl  never  penetrate,  /  beheld^  faith  the  preacher,  df 
the  wort  of  God.^^that  is  done  undtr  the  fun.  Tbottgh  a  msa 
labour  to  feet  it  out,  yetfball  he  not  find  it :  yeafartb^y  tboM^^ 
a  wife  man  think  to  know-it^  yetfball  be  not  he  aHf^m  Sarclj 
then  we  may  content  ourfelves  to  ad  in  matters  of  fatA,  as  is 
thofe  of  fenfc  :  and  believe  what  We  do  undarftand,  Ae  thiag 
itfelf  in  general ;  thoagh  many  circumftances  xtnaia,  w\eA 
we  underftand  not,  and  therefore  are  not  iequired  to  befitvc 
my  thing  in  relation  to  them  t« 

Again  :  in  the  frame  of  natnre  and  the  febetne  of  pro^tdenee 
we  difcern  indeed  evident  proofs  of  wifdom  and  goednels :  but 
with  innumerable  particulars  intermitted,  which  we  pexretve 
not  to  be  at  all  ufeful,  or  the  creation  any  way  the  better  fat 
.them.  Yet  we  never  think  of  excepting  thefe  from  amocgS 
ttie  works  of  Gt  d  :  never  doubt  of  their  having  a  real,  thoagk 
unknown,  fubfervicncy  to  valuable  ends.  Why,  juft  fa  in  tbe 
gofpet-rsvelation :  look  upon  the  general  pkn,  and  it  is  uo* 
deniably  adapted  to  promote  the  divine  honour,  and  humsB 
virtue  and  happincfs  :  but  how  fome  points  are  conducive  to 
them,  we  fee  lefs  clearly,  or  perhaps  not  at  alL  Yet  fti!!,  as 
they  arc  parts  of  a  fyftem  confcfledly  good,  and  clearly  proved  \ 
Md  we  cannot  expert  to  comprehend  all  the  fecret  cooncxiom 
and  references  in  God's  moral  government  of  us,  which  extendi 
to  eternity,  and  may  extend  to  worlds  far  oat  of  our  fight; 

k 
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ft  U  onreafonable.  bejqnd  expreffipn,  to  refufe  believing  an/ 
thing,  till  we  know  the  ground  of.  everjr  thing :  and  to  den/ 
that  implicit  faith  to  our  Maker  in  fome  few  inftances*  which 
we  are  obliged  in  fo  man/  to'  have  in  one  another.  Scornful 
x^edion  of  doSrines,  that  have  all  the  outward  marks  pf  his 
authprit/^  merely  becaufe  we  cannot  inveftigate  the  in\yard 
reafons  or  complete  fcheme  of  them,  would  be  (hocking  irre* 
▼erenoe  ifi  the  higheft  of  his  creatures  :  and  much  worfe  doth 
it  become  our  low  rank  of  being,  and  the  lamentable  weal^nels 
q£  our  degenerate  faculties.  Hardly  do  ti^r  gueft  aright  ai 
things^  thai  arf  upon  earth ;  and  with  labour  do  we  Jind  the 
thingSy  that  are  be/ore  us :  hut  the  things  that  are  in  heaven^  who 
hath  fearched  out  f  jind  A»y  eounfel  who  hath  inown^  except 
tbou  givi  wifdom^  and  fend  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  abov^  *• 

Farther  /et :  ihould  a  reveUtion  contain  affertions,  that  ap- 
pear in  themlelves  unlikely ;  and  liable  to  obje^ionS|  that  we 
^re  at  a  I0&  how  to  Iblve :  even  this,  though  perhaps  it  might 
|aftl/  in  ceruin  cafes,  weaken  our  afient,  /et  would  b/  no 
means  be  fufflcient  to  prevent  or  deftro/  it.  Some  difficulties 
ma/  perplex  us,  merel/  for  wan(  of  the  knowledge,  that  other 
men  have.  Some  fubje&s,  as  far  as  we  'can  judge,  have  difficuU 
ties  on  ever/  poffible  fuppofition :  which  therefore,  lying  equal* 
1/  againft  all,  cannot  be  urged  againft  any  one  in  particular : 
for  fomething  mu(t  be  true.  Many  points,  which  our  owa 
feafon  proves  to  us,  for  example,  concerning  the  attributes  ti 
God,  natural  and  moral,  are  embarraffed  with  perplexities  be*- 
longing  to  them,  as  hard  to  be  unravelled,  as  any  thing  that 
fcripture  teaches,  on  thefe  or  any  other  heads.  Indeed  when- 
ever a  finite  mind  bath  an  infinite  objed  before  it  \  or  one, 
which,  though  limited,  is  too  large  for  its  grafp,  the  moft  ac^ 
curate  arguments  upon  it,  will  thwart  one  another.  Through- 
out the  material  world  are  fafts,  of  whicl),pn  proper  teftimony, 
we  are  very  juftly  perfuaded,  though  we  cannot  anfwer  half 
the  objedions,  that  a  fubtle  reafoner  may  bring  againft  thenr. 
Concerning  the  free  aflions  of  our  own  minds,  doubts  hava 
been  raifed,  which,  I  believe,  no  man  pretends  he  can  remove. 
In  the  v^t&  conduct  of  any  worldly  affair,  ilepi  maybe  taken, 
for  which  they  can  never  account,  who  are  acquainted  with  it  only 
in  part.  And  furel/  much  lefs  ought  we  to  thi^k  of  having  the 
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them.  Ottr  performance  of  thefe  obligftdons,  as  ic  wa«  tbe 
true  motive  to  the  deliver/  of  each  article,  is  the  joft  mcafiue 
of  our  belief  In  It.  If  we  know  enongh  of  the  mjrfterioss 
dodrkies  m  religion^  to  falfil  thoCe  duticst  of  which  thejr  are 
each  vefpe&ivelj  the  foundation,  our  kno,wledge,  however  im» 
perfisft,.  ijTfttfficieot.  And  if  thofe  duties  remain  ttafblfiUed, 
th^e  «ompleteft  knowledge  will  not  avail  us.  Nor  indeed  wiB 
the  completeft  praflice  of  fuch  duties  alcme ;  for  we  n&uft  A 
aH  the  worJi  of  God's  law  * ;  and  the  plainer  anj  part  of  it  ii^ 
the  lefii  extf ufable  the  negled  of  it  will  be.  Our  firft*  and  mA 
evident,  and  therefore  ftr<»geft  obligations  are  to  the  diA^^ 
of  our  inward  nature.  Other  things  are  neceflary  for  fiich  ai 
have  the  means  of  bting  accjualoted  with  tbem.  But  thefe  lie 
wifhiathe  reach  of  all  men  i  and  all  (hould  obferve  them  pie* 
ferablj  to  whatever  can  be  nutter  of  difpute.  Living  agrees 
ablj  to  clear  rules  is  ^he  method  of  obtaining  light  into  tha&^ 
whichvare  obfcure.  For,  if  an/  foan  will  dB  bu  mli,  beJhmO 
kmyw  of  the  doOrine^  whether  it  be  wfGodf:  whereas  it  is  ap 
wonder,  that  they,  who  put  avtay  a  good  com/ciemcei  ci^ncmrwiwg 
fuitb  mate  JhipwreekX*  Or  however  orthodox  any  aeun's 
belief  may  be,  if  his  life  be  bad,  as  he  fails  in  one  cflentiBl 
part  of  anfwering  the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  he  muft  Call  of  tfas 
rewards,  and  incur  the  punifliments  of  it. 

But,  though  every  inilance  of  chriilian  behaviour  will  be 
indifpenfably  required  of  thofe,  D{ho  make  profeffion  of  chril^ 
tianity  :  yet  one  deferves  particular  mention,  fince  the  iqpeflle 
hath  mentioned  it  particularly  in  relation  to  the  prefent  fab- 
je&.  Though  I  underftaud  all  mjjleries  and  all  hunvle^t 
and  have  alljaith^ — and  bavena  charity^  I  am  nothing  |.  Nov 
this  virtue  is  a  very  comprehenfive  one ;  but  fo  far  as  it  be* 
longs  peculiarly  to  the  mt^tter  before  us,  it  confifts  in  difpofieg 
us  to  gentle  treatment  of  thofe  who  differ  from  us  in  points' of 
ipeculation,  and  of  confequent  praAioe ;  efpecially  when  ludi 
points  are  either  doubtful  in  themfelyes,  or  perplexed  by  the 
arts  of  conlroverfy,  or  when  m%n  are  unfitted  by  invdnntaiy 
prejudices  to  judge  rightly  eoaoeming  them.  We  muft  indeed 
think  as  we  apprehend  res^fen  and  fcripture  to  dired  us,  both 
•ci  the  importance  of  thmgj^,  'jind  the  condud  of  men.    On 

•  ]  prt^pcr 
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proper  becafions  too  our  opinion  muft  be  declared.  We  are  bj 
no  means  to  acknowledge,  either  in  our  words  or  anions,  thofe 
fbr  found  believers,  whom  we  conceive  not  to  be  fuch :  nor  to 
(how  indifferente  about  doftrines,  which  appear  to  us  of  mo- 
ment to  the  falvation  of  mankind.  Errors  may  proceed  from 
as  blameable  a  temper,  and  produce  as  mifchievous  efieds,  as 
the  grofieft  immoralities.  And  we  may  deem  and  pronounce 
a  man's  conditbn  to  be  dangerous  on  account  of  his  errors  ;  jet 
have  the  trueft  good- will  9nd  compaffion  for  him ;  nay,  and 
die  higheft  regard  in  other  refpeds. 

Bot  if  we  are  hafty  in  fufpdEking,  or  unfair  or  only  rigorous 
io  interpreting,  vehement  or  artful  in  cenfuring,  or  inwardly 
pleafed  with  thinkbg  harfhly :  then  begins  that  inhuman  fin 
of  Tincharitablenefs ;  a^ainft  which  we  ought  to  guard  our- 
felves,  by  rgeoUeAing  every  circumftance,  that  can  make  in 
fetvoBT  of  our  brethren.  Soflietimes  men  appear  to  differ,  when 
they  do  not :  or  to  differ  much  more  widely,  than'they  do : 
their  ezprai&ons  vary  ftrangely,  and  perhaps  are  quite  oppofite  ; 
when,  had  they  but  ooolneCi  and  cleamefs  enough  to  under- 
ftand  one  another,  they  mean,  at  leaft  very  nearly,  the  fame 
thing.  And  this  coniideration  ihould  induce  us  to  interpret 
with  candor  the  words  of  thofe,  who  may  appelir  to  depart 
from  the  eftablilhed  dofirines :  but  then  furely  they  in  return 
ought  to  interpret  with  at  leaft  equal  candor  the  forms,  in 
which  the  eflabliihed  doftrinfcs  are,  and  long  have  been,  pro- 
fefled  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  But  farther  c  though  a  perfen 
may  be  in  a  palpable  error,  poffibly  it  may  be  fuch,  as  no  ex- 
ceedingly bad  confequences  will  attend  :  or  though  the  article 
be  important,  it  may  not  be  eflcntial.  Or,  however  fundamen- 
tal he  may  err  in  one  point,  he  may  agree  with  us  in  all  or 
moft  others  ;  nay,  be  as  zealous  for  them,  as  we  are  :  and  fome 
kind  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  that. 

Beiides,  let  his  errors  reach  to  ever  fo  many  and  material 
points  ;  yet,  to  make  him'  perfonally  criminal  in  any  confider- 
able  degree,  he  muft  not  only  have  had  fuch  means  of  informa- 
tion, as  are  firidly  fpeakifig,  fufficieht ;  but  his  rejedtion  of 
thofe  means,  or  failure  of  being  influenced  by  them,  muft  have 
arifen  from  a  worfe  caufe,  than  mere  human  fallibility,  or  fuch 
inattention  and  prepoflTeffion  as  are  incident  to  the  better  fort  of 
minds.  For  when  thefe  alone  miilead  him,  he  hath*  go^ 
groond^urcly  for  an  humble'  hope,  that  his  gracious  Maker 

win 
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will  not  impute  to  him  for  fin,  the  faults  of  which  he  was  ig- 
norantly  guilty.  Still  the  mifiakeSf  even  of  fach  a  one,  mvf 
be  greatly  detrimental  to  fociety,  to  virtde,  to  religtoo :  and 
therefore  the  public  warning  of  general  denunciations  againfi 
them,  may  both  be  ufeful  and  requifita,  and  fi^ch  dennociatfoBs 
are  far  from  deferving  to  be  condemned  as  uncnaritaUe.  Bat 
then  they  muft  be  underftqedi  like  moft  other  general  ezpreC 
fions,  with  due  limitations.  And,  before  we  can  apply  them 
to  particular  perfons^  there  are  fo,many  unknown  drcumftaaccs 
to  be  taken  into  the  account,  and  fo  many  allowancea  to  be 
made,  which,  without  feeing  int<f  the  heart,  cannot  be  made 
|uftly,  that  the  rational,  as  well  as  chriftian,  rule  is«  not  to 
judge  anotbir  man*s  fervatit.  Our  concern  is,  to  believe  aad 
aft  right,  ourfelves ;  as  for  thofe  around, us,  to  their  own  mqfier 
tbeyjland  orfall^  and  we  (hould  be  Tery  backward  to  caft  thofa 
4>ot,  whom  perhaps  God  will  receive '*.  Or,  however  bad  aa 
opinion  we  may  conceive  any  peculiar  aggravations  oblige  os 
to  entertain  of  their  future  condition  in  the  next  world  ;  or, 
however  ncceffary  we  may  judge  it,  after  a  Jirji  and  fecmd 
4tdmoniiion  to  reje3  f  them  from  communion  with  us ;  we  are 
bound  by  the  moil  facred  ties,  neither  to  do  them  any  private, 
Aor  procure  <them  any  public,  injury  or  hardlhip ;  but  ufe  them 
^ith  all  pofSble  prudent  mildneis  and  tendemefs :  which  is 
likely  to  reclaim  them  if  any  thing  can :  and  ifaould  it  not,  they 
will  furely  remain  objeds  of  pity,  as  well  as  diflike. 

Thefe  are  xhe  rules,  which  plainly  fuit  our  prefent  date  of 
imperfeftion.  And  may  the  carefukobfervatioo  of  them  bring 
us  all  fafely  to  a  better :  wherein,  that  whicb  is  perfeB  beixg 
€ome^  that  whi<h  is  in  partjball  he  done  away.  For  now  vn 
fee  tbrovgb  a  glaff  darkly  ;  but  then  face  to  face  ^  now  weJhow 
itt  part  i  but  th^a  fhall  we  know  as  alfo  we  Are  knUifwm*  jtni 
now  abideth  faitbf  hope^  charity^  thefe  three :  but  the  greateft  ef 
thefe  is  charity  {• 

RoBk  xir.  3,  4.  t  Tit.  i'u.  10.  \  l  Cor.xliL  ic,  12,  i3- 
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Our 'Saviour's  Commavd  to  preach  the  Gosfel  to  trX 
WoMi>,  AND  TH£  Rational  Manner  or  its  PiiorAOATioir. 


M  A  T  T  Hi^  ZX VliL  Z  9,  20, 

Ch  j€  therefore^  and  teach  all  nations^  haptming  them  tW  th$ 

name  of  the  Father^  jand  of  the  Son^  and  of  the  Holy  Gho/i. 
teaching  them  to  obferve  alt  things^  vtbat/oever  I  have  commandm 
ed  you :  and  lo^  I  am  with  you  always^  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world*    ^meUm 

**P*H£S£  words  contain  that  great  commiffion  and  charter^ 
granted  by  our  Saviour  to  bis  apoftles  and  their  fucceflbrSf 
bj  virtue  of  which  we  and  all  mankind  have  been  called  ta  the 
knowledge  and  pttuftice  of  true  religioo,  iuforced  by  the  mo- 
tives of  eternal  felicity  or  mifery.     As  it  had  been  chiefly  ia ' 
Galilee^  that  he  inftru&ed  his  difciples  before  his  death:  fo  he 
'  appointed  (heoi  to  retire  ibitber  after  his  refurre&ion,  that  he 
might  add  to  his  inftruftions   whatever  then  became  proper } 
and  more  folly  acquaiiH  them  with  fuch  things,  as  pertained  ta 
the  kingdom  of  God^.     There,  our  Evangeliil  informs  us,  he 
appeared  to  them  en  a  mountain:  perhaps  the  fame,  on  which 
he  had  begun  to  open  the  doArine  of  chriftianity,  in  thatjioble 
difcourfe,  which  we  have  in  the  fi&h  and  following  chapters  of 
this  gofpel  \  and  given  them  a  fpecimen  of  his  and  their  future 
glory,  at  his  transfigurationf.     When  theyfuv)  him  the  gener- 
ality immediate^  worflnpped^  him :  but  fome^  we  are  told  with 
the  ufual  fairnefs  of  the  fac'red  writers,  doubtedt'     Whether 
thefe  were  only  perfans,  who  accompanied   the  apoftles,   and 
Vol.  11.  Q^qq  had 

*  Adts  I  9.        i  Grot.  10  Loc  faith.  There  is  «nc*^Qt  tradition  for. 
the  lait    See  Iteland  A»alseft.  p.  334»  &c.        t  ^-  '?• 
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had  not  yet  feen  him  fince  he  rofe  Itgain  :  or  whether  iboe 
the  mpoftles  themfelves,  who  might  hot  with  cettaioty  ki 
him  at  a  diftance,  is  not  clear.     But  the  doubts  of  either 
not  but  Taxiiibt  when  Jefii*  cami  up  to  them,  as  St.  Matii 
aflisros  us  he  did,  for  fo  the  original  word  fignifies*,  and 
verfed  familiailj  with  them.     Manj  fuch  converfauoos 
held  with  thefe  his  followers :  for  St.  LtJU  in  their  ads  bfc 
us,  that  they  continuedybr/^  ^/^«     But  the  fubftance  of 
all  muft  be,  what  the  te^t  ezprefles:    where,  in  confcqi 
of  that  fulloefs  oi  powir^  which  he  tells  them  in  the  fbi 
words,  was  given  bim  over  all  things  in  hio^n  and  in  tarA 
AC  the  Fathsr  hadfent  bim,  he  fends  thtmXy  to  mal^  difci^ 
for  that  is  the  more  accurate  rendering},  not  of  the  Jews 
but  of  all  nntions.     And  that  they  may  do  k  ngfhsly  and  ^! 
feAnally,  he  diftindly  fets  £orth, 

I.  The  doclrineSf  they  were  to  teach. 

II.  The  duties,  tbey  were  to^o}oia* 

III.  The  protedion  and  happinefs,  dl  which  they  oigbt 
aiforei  both  themfelTes,  and  all  thofe,  who  fiuthfoBy 
preached  his  gofpel,  and  who  finoerdy  ettiWnced  it. 

'  I.  The  doftrines  they  were  to  teach.  ThdGe  are  bridlji 
h^t  fufScfently,  comprehended  m  tte  ^Kreftion  of  hfnnug\ 
tnen  in  the  natm  of  dn  Fnther^  and  oftbtS^n^and^AeB^l 
Gho/l:  for  the  better  underftandtng  of  WhMi  phraife,  it  w9ki| 
proper  to  explain, 

1 .  What  is  meant  by  being  ioptisud  in  tke  name  of  anj  soe, 
and  particularly  of  thefe  three. 

3,  What  is  the  faidi  in  thefe  thfte,  which  onr  haptifia  i(^ 
quires  us  to  pfofefs. 

X.  For  the  completer  apprehenftMi  of  the  former  ofthflfc 
'  points,  it  will  be  ufeful  to  obferve,  that  in  onr  SavioBr^  ^p» 
it  had  been  an  ancient  cuftom  amongA  the  Jews,  whca  tfj 
Gentile  fbrfook  idolatry,  and  believed  the  law  ot  M^et,  to  l^ 
c^ive  him  into  their  religion,  amongft  othier  ceremoaies,  b; 
baptilm :  as  indeed  they  had  th^felvca  been  prepared  for  tbe 

leoepwo 

•  n^«rfx5«»,  ▼.  iR.  t  Afts  5.  3:  t  John  «a.  si. 

{  M«^*TfM»  is  not  ufed  in'th^  aeptuaaint :  nor  Af«5>«T»r.  IntheHev 
Teftament  it  is  found  thrice,  befides  in  the  te«t  t  mod  fignifies  to  01^ 
dlfciplci,  AAs  xty.  Si.  to  be  a  difciple,  liUtth.  xxvit  57.  and  iathc  pa^ 
^▼e  ▼otee  may  fignifj,  to  be  made  a  diiUple,  Mtftth.  aliH.  5s.  Itfipu* 
fits  aUb  ID  Platarcbi  to  bs  a  dlitiple.    Ssc  Staph.  Ui  Voc 


f^yaepCipQ  •£  that  law,  ^7  a  (blemn  and  rdigious  waflimg,  as 
trr  r^ad  £xod.  zlx»  }*f a^  even  the  heathens  made  ufe  of  purU 
A^l^ipm  1^  w^tibr,  when  they  initiated,  or  entered,  any  one 
into  tb9  mjfUrieb  pf  their  deities.  And  this  rite  being  not  on* 
\j  ditts  univerfal^y  ufedf  but  alfo  naturally  e^preSiye  of  thoft 
tWQ  things,  wl^ici|,  on  profeflxng  chriftianitj,  chiefly  wanted  to 
^  «x^$Bd  :  f  prbmiT^,  on  our  part,  carefidly  to  prefcrye  our* 
fclv^  pur^t  from  tl^e  defilement  of  fin,  through  the  afliftance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  $  and  a  promife,  on  Ggd*s  part,  gracionfly 
0>  Qon&i^s  ttf ,  as  pare  from  the  guilt  of  it,  through  the  merits 
of  hit  Son :  therefore  our  bleilcd  Lord  condefcendcd  to  make 
this  the  fom  of  entering  ipto  his  religion  alfo.  Bat  at  Ihe  fame 
limet  be  thoroughly  diflmguiibed  the  chriftian  bapcifm,  both 
from  that  Qf  the  heathens,  who  were  bajptized  into  fuperfti* 
Upos  and  idolatrous  follies }  «nd  from  that  of  the  Jewiih  pro- 
jCdytes^  wbo  were  baptized,  as  the  apoftle  expreiTes  it,  into 
Mlf/is^t  by  dire£king  that  his  followers  (hould  be  baptized  in 
ski  name  ^tbf  Fattm-^  and  of  the  Son^  and  oftht  Holy  Ghofi. 

Id  the  language  of  fcripture,  doing  any  thing  in  the  name  of 

Godf  fignifies  doing  it  by  virtue  of  his  authority.     Thus  our 

J^STtour  faith  to  the  Jews*  /  am  come  in  my  father* t  name^  and 

yi  rueivi  me  not :  Jfmnotber  JbaU  come  in  hit  own  nam}^  him 

ye  will  reeeivef.     In  this  fenfe  baptifm  is,  adminiilered  in  tjie 

name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  being  a  divine  appointment,  with  11 

4iftin&  refsrence  to  each  of  the  three  perfons.     And  in  this 

Jenfe  the  phrafe  appears  to  have  been  ufed  by  St.  Peier^  when 

he  fomtnanded  the  f?anily  of  Cornelius  to  bi  baptized  in  tht 

name  of  the  LordX  \  that  is,  by  virtue  of  his  commiilion  to  bap^ 

time  all  nations.     Till  that  day,  the  apoftlcs  had  underflood  this 

only  concerning  Jews  and  profelytes  of  all  nations.     But  now> 

9t.  Peter  being  fent  by  exprcfs  revelation  to  Cornelius^  a  Gentile  { 

.and  perceiving,  in  the  mtdft  of  his  difcourfc   to  him  and  his 

friendSf  that,  on  their  believing,  the  Holy  Ghqfi  was  fallen  up-- 

on  them^.  Gentiles  as  they  were :  after  fome  aftonifhment,  he 

argues  very  juftly,  can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  theft  fbould 

not  be  bapti%edj  which  ha^e  received  the  Holy  Ghofty  as  well  as 

we  /  jind  he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 

Xsn/|| :  that  is,  in  purfuance  of  our  Saviour*s  general  direc* 

lion.  Qjl%^ 

put 

•^i  Cor.  jcj  a*  f  Jpha  V.  43-  \^^x,^,       $  T.  44* 
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But  though  the  expreffion  in  the  text  undoubtedlj  itsplio 
this  meanings  yet  it  comprehends  a  further  one.  For  die 
phrafe  tranflated  in  the  ^^zxn^,' is' different  from  that  iii  thepd". 
fage  relating  to  St.  Peter^  and  fignifies  in  ftriftnefs,  Wto  ttt 
name  of  the  ■  Father f  Son,  and  Holy  Ghojt^  ixhich  vrord,  ratt, 
the  New  Tcflament  ufes  nine  times  befides*,  in  fpeakiag  of 
baptifm,  whereas  it  ufes  a  word  fignifjing,  rsf,  at  moft,  hot 
once  befides.  The  particular  import  of  this  term,  I  fludl  now 
explaiti  to  you.  • 

It  hith  ever  feeen  ufual,  that  the  believers  or  profeflbrs  of  wit 
dodrinefbould  be  called  by  a  name^ derived  from  thefirft  or  chkf 
teacher  of  that  do6lrine.  And  by  whatever  form  or  ceremooj 
they  declared  themfelves  his  difciples,  by  the  famo  they  urn 
underitood  to  take  upon  them  his  name.  Thus  the  Jews,  when, 
taking  Mofes  for  their  prophet  and  guide,  they  followed  bim 
into  the  nidfl  of  the  Red  Sea,  are  faid  by  St.  Paul^  in  alliifin 
to  th'  water  through  which  they  pafled,  to  have  been  haftnti 
into  Mofes\:  which  is  equivalent  to  faying,  that  they  weit 
baptized  into  the  name  of  Mofes.  '  Not  that  in  fad  the  Jews 
called  themfelves  by  his  name,  as  the  feveral  feds  of  phiMb- 
phers  did  by  the  names,  of  their  feveral  leaders.  Foribe 
doftrine,  which  Mofe^  taught,  was  not  hii  own :  and  die 
obe4icnce,  which  he  required,  was  not  to  himfetf ;  bot  to  Godl 
the  maker  of  heaven  and  earth.  And  therefore,  when  the  Jews 
were  thus  baptixed  into  Mofes^  they  were  at  the  fame  time,  ia 
ft  much  higher  fenfe,  baptized  into  the  name  of  God  :  taking 
that  upon  them,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  their  being  his: 
for  fervants  are  known  by  tlie  name  of  tbeir  Lord.  In  fcrip- 
ture  therefore  God  himfelf  ftyles  them,  my  people^  mfUch  sn 
called  hy  my  namet*  And  they  plead  with  him,  we  are  eeOti 
by  thy  name^  leane  fts  not^  :  and  clfewhere  declare,  ail  petfk 
viiU  wait  every  one  in  the  name  of  hie  godi  and  we  will  vei 
in  thename  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever^.  As  tbn 
the  Moabites  were  called  by  the  name  of  their  god,  the  peopk 
of  Cbemojb^ ;  and  the  other  idolatrous  nations  in  like  miioiKr; 
fo  were  the  Ifraelitea  called  by  the  true  God.     And  wfaocrtr 

,    •  ^t  vUL  l6.KiiK.  ?,  5.      Rom.  vi.  ^       t  Cor.  1.  13,  T5.  x.  1.   jdf.  13. 
©ml.  iM.  17.  f  1  Cor.  T.  a.  I  «  Chr.  vii.  I4.  $  Jer.  »iv.  f 

Id  the  Hebrew  it  is,  thj  name  is  called  ever  »/.  |Mic.  ir.  5. 

1  Kiimb.  xzi.  a).  Jcr.  xlyiit  4^. 
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\^j  tiiyitifm,  amongft  other  iDeremonies^  profefled  himfelf  a  con* 
ipert  to  Jadaifm^  he  was,  properly  fpeakiog»  baptized  into  the  , 
•  Tame  name. 

When  therefore  the  chriftiaa  religion  was  publiibed ;  as 
profelytes  to  the  old  difpenfation  had  been  baptized  into  Mojet^ 
taking  hioi  for  their  lawgiver  and  inftruAor:  fe  believers  in 
the  new  were  baptized  into  Chrift,  receiving  him  for  their 
L»ord  and  Mafter.  *  And  as  the  former  were  in  effed):  baptized 
into  the  name  of  the  one  true  God,  aiTuming.  the  deoominatioA 
of  his  fervant :  fo  the  latter,  being  more  fully  inflcuAed  con« 
eerning  the  objed  of  worfbip,  were  profelTedly  and  in  form 
haptmed  into  the  name  of  the  Father^  the  Son^  and  the  Holy 
Ghoji :  taking  this  name  upon  them,  to  believe  in  and  ^  obey 
for  the  future,  as  their  badge  of  diftindion  from  all  other  men* 
MThence  our  Saviour,  in  his  prayer  for  his  difciples,  faith  to 
the  Father,  vobiU  I  was  with  tbem  in  the  worlds  I  kept  tbtm 
in  thy  name:  Holy  Father^  ieefi  through  thine  own  name  thoji 
whom  thou  bafi  given  me*.  And  in  his  exhortation  to  the 
angel  of  the  church  of  Pergamos,  he  faith,  thou  boldejl  faft  my 
name^  and  baft  not  dented  my  Jaitbf.    . 

Il  nuift  be  acknowledged  indeed,  that  being  baptized  into 
the  name  of  thefe  three,  is  no  where  ezprefsiy  mencbnedt  ex- 
cept in  the  text.  But  then  the  more  nfual  phrafe,  of  b^ing 
baptized  into  Chrift,  or  into  his  name,  amounts  to  juft  die 
fame  thing.  For  by  bearing  the  name  of  cbriftians,  we  de« 
clare  ourfelves  believers,  not  in  Cb  rift  alone ;  but  in  theFather, 
cfwhom^  to  ufe  the  apoille's  words,  the  wbok  family  in  beavem 
and  earth  is  namedX  \  and  in  tbe  Holy  Spirit  alfo ;  whofe  name 
appears  evidently  never  to  have  been  omitted  in  baptifm,  from 
that  remarkable  paiTage},  where  fome  profeffors  of  the  gofpel 
owning  that  they  were  intirely  ignorant  concerning  the  Holy 
Gboft,  St.  Paul  Silks  them,  unto  what  then  were  ye  baptized/ 
And  finding  it  was  only  into  tbe  baptifm  of  Jobn^  commands 
them  to  be  now  baptized,  into  tbe  name  of  the  Lord  Jefut\m 
So  it  is  ezprefled:  butthe  foregoing  queftion  fully  provts,  that 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  ufed  likewife :  from  whence 
it  follows,  that  the  exprcfiion,  baptizing  into  tbe  name  of  Cbrift^ 
wherever  we  find  it   in   fcripture,   is  .only  pat  for  (hortnefs: 

and 

•  Joha  «vii.  II,  la.  f  Rev.  11.  13.  i  Eph.  iii,  15. 
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Md  that  Aft  brigUial  farm  of  btptifln  wn^ni  <fe  mme  ffOi 

Wmtber,  and  •ftke  Sm^  ami  ofih  Mpfy  <»^ ;  whidi 
iagly  was  the  conftant  one  in  the  primitive  church. 

Too  fee  then,  upon  the  whole,  that  as  hetug  itftiaed 
JAn's  baptifm,  was  taking  his  oaoiey  and  being  called  liia  diC» 
eiple :  and  as  being  bafitisud  im^  th$  mams  of  Pauk  (a  fap* 
pofitioQ,  which  he  himfelf  puts*)  wanld  \»^  bees  fettiag  him 
•p  as  our  chief  leader  and  mafter:  fo  when  the  icripon 
f  peaks  of  being  baptimd  into  thi  mam  o/CkriJl^  the  nxsou^ 
k»  that  we  avow  believing  and  following  him:  and  wlieaiv 
SMce  fullj,  iaf  tin  name  cftbt  Fatbir,  and  of  the  Soth  ^tad  ff 
'ikf  Holy  Oboji^  it  frgnifies,  that  we  are  received  into  the  nwa- 
ber  of  thofe,  who  profefs,  and  dcfire  to  be  known  by  the  clis» 
lafter  of  profefliag,  faith  and  dutj  towaxds  the  ever-hiefid 
Trinity. 

%.  Rut  wherein  more  particularly  this  faith,  n^Uch  is  the 
fonndatieo  of  duty,  cenfifts  \  and  what  are  the  greiu  articles  tf 
it,  is  the  fecond  point,  on  which  I  propofipd  to  fpeak :  and 
thefs  things  not  being  explicitly  taught  in  the  form  of  bapttfiA 
fingly,  mud  be  learned  from  the  reft  of  foripture  in  congnn&itf 
with  it,  and  profefied  in  proporti<m  as  they  axe  learned.  Now 
^Ke  icripture  exprefsly  aflerts,  in  perfeft  conformity  widi  ses* 
fcn,  that  there  is  but  one  God,  the  objed  of  our  faith  and 
adoration :  not  one  fupreme,  and  other  inferior  ones,  as  the  hea» 
tbens  believed,  but  one  alone.  H0ar,  O  J[/rael^  tbf  Lord  oar 
God  is  000  lordf:  Thonjbaii  vforJUp  tb$  Lord  tbj  God,  ami 
him  onlyjbak  tboufir^X,  I  am  tU  Lord,  and  thero  is  worn 
elfrf  there  is  no  God  befides  me^  :  lam  the  Lord,  thai  is  mj  aaam^ 
and  isay  giory  wli  I  not  give  to  anotherW,  faitti  he  himfeU*  Ap* 
cordingly  St.  Paul  declares,  that  to  as  chriftians,  ihero  is  om 
God  the  Father  J  of  whom  are  alt  things^.  But  then,  befidcs 
the  feveral  orders  of  created  beings,  the  fame  (cripture  as  ex* 
prefsly  mentions  his  eternal  6on  and  Spirit ;  the  one  begotten 
of  him,  the  other  proceeding  from  him.  The  difttnfi  and  fal 
meaning  of  tbefe  terms  we  know  not :  but  this,  however,  thcj 
plainly  denote,  that  the  Son  and  Spirit  are  derived  from  die 
Father,  in  a  manner,  whatever  it  be,  each  different  from  the 

other, 

•  I  Con*,  i.  13.  t  Dent.  vi.  4.  t  Deut.  ▼!.  13.  Mattk.  It.  4- 
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other,  uid  lioth  different  from  creatioti.  Accordingly  we  £iid 
afcribed  to  both  thefe,  not  only  the  names,  but  the  perfeftiom 
of  God,'  wkh  Honoars  and  worfliip  iiacomtnunicable  to  tnj 
treatore  :  and  while  they  are  evidently  difiingmfted  from  ths 
f adier,  thejriure  ts  evidently  defcribed  as  being  one  with  him« 
Wherek  precifdy  thia  nnion  and  this  <iiftin£tion  lies,  the  fcrip* 
tare  hath  not  faid,  and  therefore  we  cannot  fay,  any  'farther 
tiian  tfhis  :  tiiat  th^  union  appears  to  be,  not  only  a  fimilitnde 
of  will,  or  of  other  powers  and  difpofitions,  but  the  hightfft 
poffible  faaaenefs  of  efiential  -attributes  and  properties;  for 
whith  t^fen  k  hatfa  been  catted  an  unity  of  efienee,  nature  or 
fnbftanoe :  «nd  the  diftinAion  appears  to  be,  not  only  a  dif- 
ference of  names,  or  of  relations  to  created  beings^  but  of  fab- 
fiftence  nod  adtion,  refembling  in  fome  meafure,  as  de&ribod 
in  holy  wcxt,  that  of  different  human  agents  :  on  which  acoovnt 
k  «  faid  to  be  a  diftinftion  of  perfofis.  And  from  all  t^efe 
Ainga  put  together,  we  conclude,  that  we  are  to  believe  and 
wor&ip  tbree  perfbns,  who  are  one  God. 

Many  other  words  and  terms  there  are,  befides  thefe,  wbich 
iiave  been  uficd  in  j^peakbg  of  thas  *great  myftery :   fome  of 
diem  proper  and  iftfefnl,  fenring  to  exprefs  only  what  the  Ibrfp- 
tare  expceffea,  and  to  gaaxd  it  againft  mifreprefentations  ;  which 
therefore  we  fliould  eter  interpret  candidly   and   favourably : 
others^  much  better  omitted^;  as  indeed  all  are,  that  men  em- 
ploy to  giv^  any  farther  knowledge  of  the  fubjedf  than  God 
hath  given,    i^r  in  tach  cafies^  but  in  <his  above  any,  the  truo 
method  is,  to  receive,  with  t4ke  otmoft  hnmility  and  fimplicity 
•f  mind,  what  is  revealed :  neither  adding,  nor  diminiflaii^, 
nor  one  way  or  other  atteaaptiiig  to  make  it,  either  clearer,  or 
darker,  than  it  is*    The  former  w«  cannot  do :  the  latter  we 
eafily  may^  but  fnrely  flionld  not  wilh  to  do.     Mnltiplyiag 
therefore  phraCes  and  reafonings,  either  to  dctem>ine  what  the 
divine  oracles  ha-ve  not  dntermined,  or  to  oxplaia  away  what 
they  have  determined,  is  on  both  hands  wrong ;  and  hath  often 
led  very  grcart  men  Into  nohappy  errors,  and  very  good  men 
.  into  fierce  pontenuona :  all  which  might  be  avoided,  would 
they  but  be  fo  modeft,  as  neither  to  doubt  of  what  the  All- wife 
hath  taughtt  nor  pry  into   what  he  hath  concealed;  and  fo 
charitable,  as  never  without  the  ftrongeft  reaton  to  think  ill 
pf  others,  and  never  for  oay  reafon  do  or  wiib  ill  to  them. 

There 
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Tlicre  arc  certainly,  in  this  vonderfiil  doftrine,  many  thingv 
concerning  which,  queftions  tnaj  be,  alktdj  which  we  can  oo- 
ly  ahfw£r  by  confeffing  our   ignorance  s  aad   feme  things,  a- 
^ainft   which  ob]e£^ions  may  be  raiC^d,  that  wc   can  folvc  no 
ocherwife,  th^n  by  reaainding  ihofe)  who  make  them*  that  fudi 
difficuUics  mull  be  expeftcd,  whenever  a  finite  mtnd  attempii 
to  view  an  infinite  objeft,     Fut,  though,  in  the  Holy  Triniiy, 
there  is  much,  tbat  can  by  no  means  be  comprehended  fnllji 
^Aich  is  what  we  intend  to  fay,  by  calling   it  mjjierifm^  or 
above  reafon ;  (as  indeed  almoil  evary  thing  is*  in  part,  above 
eurs  :)  yet,  in  .what  the  fcripture  requires  us  to  believe  con- 
cerning the  Holy  Trinity,  there  is  nothing,  which  either  cannot 
l>e  at  all  underftood  ;  or  which,  when    underftood,    is  abfiird 
and  contrary  to  reafon.     Now  whatever  poflibly  may  be  irec^ 
we  are  bound,  when  a  revelation,  well  attefled,  plainly  teadxs 
it,  to  believe  a£lually  is  true.     For  faith'  in  what  God  affinoit 
is  unqueftionably  as  neceflary,  as  obedience  to  what  he  enjoiss. 
And,  little  as  we  can  fee  in  matters  of  this  high  nature^  «t 
may  notwithflandiag  fu£Bciently  £ee  very  importaat  motiTei 
for  his  injundion  of  faith  in  this  dofirine  :  becaufe   from  the 
dffttndlion  of  pcrfons  in  the  Trinity,  there  arifes  a  farther  dif- 
tin£t\on  of  their  relations  to  us,  on  which  relations  are  fouoded 
diftin£t  duties  on  our  parts   towards  them ;  and  very  differret 
from  what  they  would  be,  if  two  of  them  were  only  creamres 
of  exalted  rank.     The  whole  fubftance  ef  chriftiaDity  is  com- 
prehended in  confiderifig,  and  accordingly  honouring,  (to  tf- 
prefs  it  in  the  well-known  words  of  our  catechifba)  Goi  tht 
Father^  as  him,  who  bath  made  w  mud  aU  the  worlds  God  At 
Son^  as  him,  who  Bath  redeemed  ut  and  aU  mankind :  God  A 
Holy  Ghojl^  as  him,   wbofanBifieth  us  and  all  the  ele3  ffofk 
of  God.     Not  but  that  each    perfen  concurs  in  each  of  tbefe 
works :  but  ftill,  finding  in  fcriptute,   that  one  is  reprefeDted 
as  more  peculiarly  and  eminently  concerned  in   one  of  rhctfi 
and  another  in  another ;  we  juHly  diftinguiih  the  Father,  Soo, 
and  Spirit,  by  the  didind   offices  of  Creator,  Redeemer,  isd 
Sanflifier ;  and  juftly  exprefs  the  diftinftion  in  our  prayers  v^ 
praifes,  as  well  as  in  our  cre<*d. 

Thus,  in  the  revelation  of  St.  John^  the  faints  above  adore 
the  perfon  of  the  Father  in  the  firft  of  tbefe  charaders.  Ani 
the  four  and  twenty   elders  fell  down  before  him   that  Jet  eM 
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the  throne^  and  wor /hipped  him  that  live th  for  ever  find  rt^e'**— 

Jaying^  thou  art  worthy,.  0  Lord^  to  receive  glory ,  and  henour^ 
and  power  :/or  thou  hujl  created  all  things  ;  and  for  thy  plca-^ 

fure  they  are^  and  were  created*.  Wc  therefore  on  earth,  m 
like  manner  ought  to  nvorfbip^  and  fall  down^  and  kneel  before 
the  ^Lord  our  Maierf  :  to  whom  we  farther  owe  peculiar  thankf- 
giviogs  on  this  account,  that  he  According  to  the  counfel  of 
infinite  wifdom,  was  the  original  caufe  of  our  redemption. 
For  j/r  this  was  manifejled  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  that  he 

fent  his  only^hegotten  San  into  the  world,  that  nve »  might  live 
through  himt  Bleffed  he  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chri/l,  whichf  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
94  again  unto  a  lively  bope^.  But  the  aftual  accomplifliment 
of  this  great  defign  was  the  unfpeakably  gracious  work  of  the 
fecoud  perfon,  whom  therefore  wc  call  our  Redeemer,  and  ad- 
drefs  with  devotions  appropriated  to  his  office.  This  in  the 
very  next  chapter  of  the  fame  book  of  R^-velatifm,  we  arc  told 
bj  St.  John  :  The  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  before  the 
Lamb,  andfung  a  new  fongy  faying,  thou  art  worthy^^for  thou 
wafi  flain^  and  hajl  redeemed  us  to  God  hy  thy  hlood,  out  of  e- 
very  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation. — And  I  heard 
the  voice  of  many  angels  round  ahout  the  throne, -^faying  with 
et  loud  voice,  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain^  to  receive  power^ 
and  riches,  and  wifdom,  andflrength,  and  honour^  and  glory^ 
and  blej/ing.  And  every  creature,  which  is  in  heaven^  and  on 
the  earth,  and  under  ths  earthy  heard  /,  faying,  blejftng,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  iinto  him,  thatfitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever^^.  In  this  uni- 
verfal  acclamation  of  praife,our  he^arts  ought-to  join  with  the 
humbleft  gratitude:  to  reverence  him  coritinuallv  as  the  Lord 
efall^'j  and  in  particular,  bcfides  the  holy  ordinance  of  hap- 
tifm,  to  celebrate  with  the  devouteftaifeaion,  that  other  folemn 
rite,  which  he  hath  inflituted,  commnndinsr  us,  this  do  in  re* 
membrance  ofme"^^.  The  diftinft  ofTice  of  ihe  third  perfon, 
the  Spirit,  hath  tonfifted  from  the  beginning,  firft  in  reveriling 
and  confirming  the  trnih^  of  religion  to  men.  from  aj^e  to  aee, 
till  the  knowledge  of  them  was  coinpleted  in  the  New  T^fta- 
mcnt  J  for  holy  men  of  old  f pake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Vol.  II.  Rrr  GhoJ 

•  Rer.  !v.  to,  ri.        f  vr.  %cv  6.        t  i  John  Iv.  o.        $  i  Pet  i.  X, 
I  R«v.  y.  9,  %  IX,  12,  13.    1  AAs  jc.  34.         ••  LaU  xAU.  i^. 
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Qhofi*  :  then  indifpofiDg  thdr  minds,  b^- the  outward  r.iniib7 
of  the  word,  and  the  inward  workings  of  his  grace,  to  rectm 
and  obej  them :  giving  thofe,  who  complj  with  his  motion, 
ftrength  againft  teanptatioa,  comfort  nnder  afflidioa,  ierte&cj 
in  prayer,  growth  lo  goodncfs,  reviving  hope,  and  fi^fBetiacs 
joyful  affutance,  of  divine  favour :  All  which  operatioDS  ttnd- 
ing  wholly  to  improve  us  in  piety  and  virtue,  which  logeibet 
make  up  true  fanclity  or  holinefs,  he  is  accordingly  ftjlcdtbc 
San£li(ier.  And  our  duty  to  him  plainly  is,  to  be  thaokfbl  IP 
him  for  what  he  hath  done,  and  pray  for  what  he  is  read/ro 
do,  towards  our  falvation ;  never  to  griive^  or  A  iejfkt  H\ 
him  by  wilful  fin  or  negligence ;  but  to  learn  from  his  inftrac. 
tions,  and  yield  to  his  influences,  that  he  may  abide  with  u 
for  ever,  and  make  us,  as  the  apoftle  eiprcffes  himfelf,  tn^ 
of  the  Holy  Gb<ijf\. 

•  a  Pf  1 1  II.        t  Eph-  !▼•  ao.        I  Heb.  X.  a^.        $  i  Or.  vL  rf 
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Oua  S.\vi5Uii's  Command  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
World,  and  th£  Rational  Manner  or  it^Phofaoation. 


Matth.  xxvili.  19,  20. 

Go  ye  therefore^  and  teach  all  nations^  baptising  them  in  tig 
name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son^  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

Teaching  them  to  objerve  all  things,  what/oever  I  have  command" 
ed  you :  and  h^  I  am  with  you  alviays^  even  unto  tbf  end  of 
the  world.     Amen.  §k 

TN  my  former  difcoarfc  on  ihefc  words  I  have  fliown  both 
what  is  meant  bj  being  baptized  10,  or  rather  into  the^name 
of-anj  one,  particularly  o{  the  Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Gho/f  j 
and  what  faith  in  chem  that  baptifm  obliges  us  to  profefs  :  en- 
deavouring fo  to  fet  forth  our  chrifliaq  belief,  as  neither  to 
decide  concerning  what  is  hidden  from  us,  nor  to  omit  what  19 
made  known  to  us.  For  the  Jeer et  things  belong  unto  the  Lord 
our  God:  but  thofs  things  which  are  revealed^  belong  unto  us 
and  to  our  children  Jor  ever  ;  th:,t  we  may  do  all  the  words  qf 
this  law  *.  Let  u&  now  therefore  go  on  to  the  praftical  part 
of  chriftianity,  comprehended  under  the 

Second  branch  of  the  text,  in  which  cur  Saviour  dire£ls  his 
apoQles,  what  duties  they  axe  to  enjoin  men,  in  confequence  of 
thsrir  faith.  Teaching  thcrp  to  obferve  all  things^  whatfoever  I 
have  commanded  'you. 

Now  of  thefe,  our  duties  to  the  feveral  perfons  of  the  H0I7 
Trinity  are  fu  clofely  conneded  with  our  faiih  in  them,  that  I 
thought  it  mod  natural  to  mention  them  together.  And  of 
the  left,  it  would  be  impoffible  at  prefent  to  fpccify  every  one 
in  particular.     And  therefore  I  Ihall  only  treat  of  the  more 

R  r  r  2  general 

•  Duet.  xxlx.  a9. 
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general  heads  and  diVifions  of  them.  By  this  cooxr.ificii  of 
our  blefTed  Lord  then,  the  minillers  of  the  gofpet  are  boas^  to 
teach,  and  the  yrofeffors  of  the  gofpel  to  obfel-vc,  the  precepts 
■ef  piet J,  as  well  as  milrality ;  of  repealed  religion,  as  well  k 
natural ;  difficult,  as  well  as  cafy  duties  ;  thofe  pf  felf^gotem- 
meht.  as  well  as  of  hQisH  behaviour;  all  things  wbai/mnfer  k 
hatb  commanded^  And  nothing  e'fe.  , 

I.  Precepts  of  piety,  as  well  as  morality.  In  fome  agesof 
tlie  world  the  generality  of  perfons,  and  in  all  too  many,  hm 
aim  oft  entirely  difrcgarded^  virtue,  at  leaft  fome  parts  of  it, 
whtle  yet  they  fcemed  very  zealous  in  religion.  Tliat  tke 
religion  of  fiich  is  vain  *,  requires  little  proof.  Indeed  it  wA 
be,  either  mere  pretence,  or  grofs  miftake.  Either  they  haw 
really  none  of  that  devotion,  which  they  profefs,  or  St  is  d«t». 
tion  to  an  f  unknoivn  God,  For  did  they  at  all  apprehend  ba 
nature  aright ;  the  love  of  him  could  not  but  incline  them  to 
the  love  of  whatever  was  good  ;  and  the  fear  of  hion  could  fl* 
but  jieter  them  from  whatever  was  evil.  Thcfc  things  aitfc 
eafily  demonfirable,  and  the  mifchiefs  of  not  attending  to  diM 
have  been  To  dreadful ;  that  wherever  knowledge  and  liberty 
have  prevailed,  fuch  wrong  notions  of  duty  to  our  Maker  hate 
(amongft  the  more  confiderable  part  of  the  world  at  leafi.) 
quickly  fallen  into  the  contempt  and  hatred,  which  they  nA 
deferve.  But  then,  as  it  is  natural  for  the  Warmth  of  aseat^ 
carry  them  too  far  ;  and  the  though tleiTnefs  of  men  to  confcoa^^ 
matters,  which  fliould  be  diilinguiihed :  fo,  in  our  times,  met 
unhappily,  multitudes  have  run, from  one  extreme  to  anorber, 
and,  not  difcerning  the  difference' between  two  of  the  unlibi 
things  in  the  w  orld,  when  well  compared,  falfc  religion  wi 
true,  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  abfolutely,  rejcfted  VA 
together.  Declaring  in  general  .the  higheft  honour  for  virtw, 
they  flight  and  even  rid'cule  piety.:  the  inwardfeelingof  it,  un- 
der the  name  of  euthnfialim  ;  the  outward  marks  of  it,  undtr 
that  of  fuperdition.  Yet  plainly,  if  fentiraenls  of  doty  id 
afFcftion  to  our  fellow  creatures  be  neceftary  ingredients  in » 
good  charaftcr  :  want  of  them  towards  our  Creator,  ©b1 
(where  means  of  inflruftion  are  afforded)  be  a  certain  a?|«- 
mcnt  of  a  bad  one.  And,  if  our  regards  to  cut  fellow-cr» 
tures  ought  to  be  fuown  by  vifible  tokens,  not  only  that  tfctj 
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mzj  be  fenfible  of  our  proper  difpc^tions,  but  that  bj  exercif- 
ing  them  we  may  improve  in  thenit  and  others  be  excited  to 
imitation:  then  our  reverence  to  our  Creator  ought  likewife  to  be 
nanifefted  openly ;  becaufe,  though  he  fees  the  devout  thoughts, 
that  lie  hid  in  our  hearts,  yet,   by  expreiBng  them,  we  (hall 
both  ftrengthen   them  in  ourfelves,  and  fet  an  ufcfnl  example 
to  thofe  around  us.     Indeed  the  conneclion  of  religious  duties 
with  moral  is  fo  very  clofe,  that,  as  the  religion  of  thofe  is  aU 
ways  falfe,  who  think  meanly  of  virtue  :  fo  the  virtue  of  thofe 
is  never  uQiformly,  if  at  all,  true,  who  think  meanly  of  rell. 
gion.     For  the  belief  of  a  God,  who  obferves  and  will  recom- 
penfe,  being  in  all  cafes  the  greateft,  and  in  fome  the  only, 
^  fupport  of  right  conduft  :  they,  who  either  diibelieve  or  difre- 
gard  him,  muft  frequently  fail  into  wrong  conduft,  amidft  the 
various  temptations  of  life.     And  the  truth  is,  the  generality 
of  thpfe  amongft  them,  who  talk  the  moft  of  virtue,  appear  to 
coQccm  themfelves  very  little '  farther  about  it,  than  to  oppofe 
it,  in  their  talk,  to  religion*     Such  indeed  cannot  be  really,  in 
any  degree,  ferious.     But  ms(ny  who,  in  fome  refpefts,  {lr# 
fuch,  and  imagine  they  are  in  all,  would  afluredly  find,  on  a 
careful  examination,  that  they  are  dangeroufly  deficient  in  this 
refped :  and  that  cultivating  and  exerting  dutiful  afiecliion  to 
the  author  of  their  being,  is  not  only  in  itfelf  the firft  and  great 
commandmef§t^  but  hath  a  moft  powerful  influence  on  the  prac- 
tice of  that  fecond^  which  is  lUe  unto  it  *,   and  of  every  other 
human  obligation* 

II.  We  are  bound  to  obferve  the  precepts  of  revealed  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  natural.  That  God  can  make  known  to  us 
many  truths,  of  which  wc  were  ignorant,  though  greatly  inter- 
efted  in  them,  will  not  furely  be  doubted :  for  we  can  make 
known  fuch  very  often  one  to  another.  And  that  from  thefe 
truths  correfponding  rules  of  behaviour  may  flow,  is  equally 
plain,  Tiiofe  relajtions  and  duties  therefore  to  our  Redeemer 
and  to  our  Sandifier,  which  the^holy  ibripture  alone  difcovers  to 
us,  are  not,  on  that  account,  at  ail  the  lefs  real,  than  thofe  to 
our  Creator,  of  which  reafon  informs  us.  Further  :  as  God  is 
the  fovereign  of  the  world,  there  is  no  more  room  for  queflion, 
whether,  under  the  general  laws  of  his  moral  'kingdo-n,  he 
may  not  eftabliih,  from  time  to  time,  particular  and  diSerent 
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inAitutions  and  forma  of  religion;  than  whether,  under  tht 
general  laws  of  human  fociety,  earthlj  fovereigns  maj  sot 
ellablifli  particular  and  different  inftituti'ons  nnd  forms  of  go- 
vernment.  And  kftly :  as  God  knows  pcrfeftly  well,  both 
the  nature  of  our  circumllanccs,  and  the  proper  method  cf 
ti  eating  usj  that  he  may  poffibly  have  very  important  motiTCs 
for  fome  oi  liib  appointments,  of  which  motives  we  can  difccrn 
fcarce  any  thing,  is  much  more  certain,  than  that  a  wife  tnaii, 
ivtll  acquainted  with  any  affair,  may  perceive  many  flcps  to  bi 
fitting  in  Tblaticn  to  it,  which  a  weak  man,  uninftnided  in  it, 
doth  not. 

Whatever  prcctpts  then  are  contained  in  revelation,  fince 
Eone  of  them,  rightly  underftood,  are  contrary  to  reafon,  it  is . 
our  indifpenfable  dat^  to  ohferve  them,  though  ever  fo  impli- 
citly, vjalkittg  in  :ill  the  ccmmAtidments  and  ordmances  •ftk 
Lord  hlameUfs  *.  We  know  not  what  we  do,  when  we  «wd 
c^r  flight  any  one  of  them  :  only  this  we  know,  that  tix  dilbbey 
that  authority,  which  enjoins  the  whole :  a  confideration,  wor- 
thy of  being  laid  ferioufly  to  heart  by  all  thofe,  (for  too  maiy 
there  arc,)  who,  either  prcfumptuoufly,  or  though tlefsly,  rt- 
gleft  or  depreciate  fome  of  themfiitutions  of  chriftiaDity,  vb3c 
ihey  profefs  to  reverence  others ;  and,  as  any  fbadow  of  argc- 
ment,  or  groundJefs  imagination  leads  them,  determine  with 
ihemfelves,  that  this  they  will  do,  that  they  will  not;  this 
they  will  look  on  as  a  matter  of  moment,  that  as  a  trifle.  It 
cannot  be,  that  any  of  the  laws  of  Chrift,  our  Lord  and  MzScr, 
are  to  be  treated  thus.  And  yet  fome  of  tbem  are  treated  ib^-s 
"by  fuch  numbers,  (who,  notwithftanding  call  themfelves  bybi* 
name,)  that  they  mull  be  mentioned  ia  particular. 

The  facramtnt  of  baptifm,  the  leading  part  of  our  Saviocr^ 
commiilion  in  the  text,  is  not  indeed  thrown  off,  but  f requcwU 
attended  with  fcarce  common  ferioufnefs.  The  obligation  cf 
parents  and  mafic rs  to  bring  up  ihofc  under  their  care  in  Af 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lordf^  is  both  cruelly  and  uo- 
wifely  forgotten.  Tlie  anoftolical  and  very  'ufefol  ordinance 
of  confirmation,  is  too  often  omitted,  and  ftill  oftener  confider- 
ed  as  an  empty  form  :  private  devotion  pra6itfed,  it  maj  fc 
feared,  by  very  few,  at  leaft  with  any  attention :  pious  re^dinj 
and  meditation  by  fewer  ftill :  family  prayer  almoft  entirely 
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isid  alide :  and  the  public  fervice  of  God,  bj  fome  aroviFodljr 
fcoro^,  by  others,  both  thought  and  fpoken  of  with  a  coii^. 
temptuous  indifference;  as  if  it> might  well  be  left  to  fancy  and 
chance,  when  and  how  often,  or  whether^  alrnoft  at  all^  they 
ihould  condefcend  to  join  in  that  worfhip  of  him  who  made 
them,  which  himfelf  halh  prefcribed.  The  day,  which  he  hath 
directed  to  be  kept  holy,  is  lamentably,  and  in  many  placet 
openjy,  profaned,  hpt  only  by  the  omiffion  juft  mentioned,  but 
by  needlefs  worldly  bufinefs,  improper  diverfions,  and  what  is 
yet  worfe,  intemperance  and  dtbauchory.  Nay,  the  far  greater 
part,  even  of  fuch,  as  obferve  other  inftitutions  with  no  fmall 
appearance  of  coufcientioufnefs,  ailonifhingly  overlook,  in  fpitc 
of  continual  admonitions,  their  Saviour^s  injunAion  of  comme* 
morating,  at  the  holy  table,  his  dying  love,  delivered  nearly 
with  his  dying  breath.  Experience  hath  proved  to  a  ihocking 
degree,  that  in  proportion  as  difregard  to  duties,  peculiarly 
chriilian,  increafes«  difregard  to  all  duty  iocreafes  too:  and 
what  the  end  of  it  will  be  (unlefs  through  God*s  grace  our 
timely  reformation  gat  a  happy  end  to  it)  I  know  not  how  w^. 
can  better  judge,  than  by  our  blefled  Lord*s  own  words,  which 
be  hath  verified  fo  dreadfully  on  thofe  once  (hining  lights,  the 
churches  of  Afia^  to  whom  they  were  primarily  dire&cd.  i7/» 
member  therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen^  and  repent^  and 
do  thefirfl  worhs :  effe  I  will  come  unto  thee  quicUy^  and  rr* 
move  thy  candlefHci  out  of  its  place^  except  thou  repent  *. 

HI.  Being  bound  to  whatever  Chrift  hath  commanded  us, 
we  are  bound  to  perform  the  moft  laborious  and  unwelcome, 
as  well  as  the  eafieft,  of  his  commands.  We  may  be  fare,  he 
hath  enjoined  us  nothing,  but  what  he  will  make  po(fibk,  no« 
thing  but  what  he  hath  a  right,  nothing  but  what  lire  hath 
caufe,  to  enjoin.  And  therefore,  the  difficulty  of  his  precepts 
can  never  bean  ezcufe  for  not  obeying  them.  Sometimes  this 
difficulty  is  but  imaginary :  and  what  we  appreliend  that  vve 
cannot  do  at  all,  would  we  but  try  in  a  proper  manner,  we 
Ihould  do  with  great  eafc.  Sometimes  it  is  real  indeed,  but  of 
our  own  creating.  Slight  inclinations  have  grown,  by  indul- 
gence or  negligence,  into  fettled  habits :  wilful  wrong  conduti 
hath  put  cLftacles  in  the  way  of  afting  right :  and  then  we 
think  it  very  grievous,  that  we  muft  be  at  pains  to  bring  our- 

fclves 

•  Hev.  it.  3. 


504  Our  Sdwmf^s  Command  to  Prs^i  S£&.  LXXXlV. 

felves  out  of  a  condition,  that  we  needed  never  bave  lmm|te 
^turfelves  into.  Or,  fiippofing  anj  virtue  originally  b^d  to 
pra£^ife,  do  we  not  often  obey  extremely  bard  iojonftioos  of 
men  ?  And  why  not  therefore  thofe  of  God  ?  Be  the  labov 
'  ever  fo  great ;  (liil,  both  in  tbe  nature  of  tbe  thing,  and  bj  die 
appointment  of  heaven,  no  one  can  become  happy,  that  dctb 
not  become  good :  and  no  one.  is  truly  good,  who  purpofely  cr 
negHgeiitiy  lives  in  the  omiiBon  of  any  duty,  or  oommiflk»o( 
any  &n»  Difficulty  is  a  reafon  for  nothing,  but  exerthig  CQ> 
(elves,  and  applying  to  God  fof  help:  which  vrhoever  doth  ii 
cameft,  will  find  oppofitton  ferve  only  to  ftrengthen  his  chn(> 
tiaa  graces  by  exercifc  here,  and  augnurnt  the  reward  of  thA 
tor  ever  hereafter. 

IV.  We  mufl  obferve  thofe  commands,  which  relate  to  tbe 
government  of  onrfelves,  no  lefs  thai^  thofe  which  refpefi  cm 
%  fellow.creaturcs.     Men  are  ftrangely  apt  to  run  into  exrreoMi 

*  in  this  particnlar.     Some,  on  the  merit  of  their  abftinencr  fica 

unlawful  pleafures,  venture  without  fcruple  to  be  ill-hnroow- 
ed,  hard-hearted,  cenforious,  and  unjuft;  while  feme  apii  * 
place  the  whole  of  a  right  charafier  in  a  gay  kind  cfgroJ 
nature  :  and,  either  hurting,  as  they  pretend,  nobody  but  tfccifr 
felvcs ;  or,  however  doing  othergf  only  fuch  injuries,  a*  tber 
imagine  matter  of  merriment ;  go  almoft  whatever  lengths  of 
fcnfual  gratification  their  defires  prompt  them  to.  Now  tk* 
lattfr,  far  from  being  the  harmlefs  people,  which  they  vosM 
have  the  world  think  them,  ufually  contribute  tnrre^  by  tb« 
unavoidable,  and  often  forefeen,  confequences  of  thc'r  yixxSt 
and  the  contagion  of  their  examples,  to  bring  mifery  into  p* 
rate  life,  and  diflrcfs,  if  not  ruin,  upon  the  public,  than  ahuo* 
any  wicked  perfons,  that  can  be  mentioned  befides.  Bot  wfff 
they,  in  thefc  rcfpefls,  ever  fo  innocent :  yet  our  beinjt  rsti»- 
•.^1  creatures,  as  indifpcnfably  binds  us  to  fobriety,  ch?fiity.  sai 
decency,  as  our  being  focial  creatures  doth  to  inoffenfivertfc 
snd  beneficence.  A  mind  immerfed  in  vohiptuovfoef*,  mt 
fillrd  with  nmufcments  ar.d  trifles,  and  attentive  to  thexn  ctlj 
or  chiefly,  is  by  no  means  in  ft  moral  flate,  and  much  Icfsra* 
religious  one.  Our  evident  capacity  and  formation  forlj'g^'f 
and  better  things,  cannot  but  carry  with  it  a  proporticriyc 
oblJ;;at:on,  to  thq  improvement  of  our  underftandinp  in  ^te 
knowledge  of  truth,  and  of  our  hearts  in  the  eftcem  of  virtt«i 
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to  the  oare  of  afting  worthily  and  ufefally  aiaongft  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  qualifying  ourfi^lves  for  fpiritual  happinefs  with 
our  Creator.  Thus  much  even  the  lighcjof  nature  will  teach 
OS.  And  if  revelation  be  confulted  ;  there  we  ihall  find  the 
ftrongeft  eautions,  againft  that  fiindnefs  for  Cumptuoui  living, 
delicacy^  and  fplend9r,  which  brought  the  rich  man  into  the  ' 
place  of  torment  *  \  againft  being  hvers  efpUafures^  more  than 
Hovers  ef  God\*  Scriptares,  like  thefe,  are  not  deiigned  to 
drive  perfoQS  into  unnatural  rigours  and  aullericies :  but  the/ 
are  deiigned  to  reftrain  them  frocn  that  habit  and  ftadj  of  fel£» 
indulgence,  which  being  attended  perhaps  with  the  commlffion 
of  no  flagrant  fins-,  looks  to  be  an  allowable  waj-  of  confuming 
time  :  bat  indeed  brings  poor  wretches,  often  by  quick  degrees, 
to  iutire  forgetfulnefs  of  God  and  thecnfelves,  and  extinguitbea 
all  attention  to  what  deferves  it  moil.  This  lethargy  of  the 
snind  is  the  great  danger  of  a  flate  of  profperiry  and  affluence : 
which  therefore,  as  many  as  are  placed  in  that  (late,  (hould 
continually  watch  againft,  as  being  totally,  contrary  to  a  fpiric 
of  religion ;  and  remember,  that  whoever  fo  livttb  in  f^iea/urer 
as  fo  live  to  it,  is  dead  while  be  livetb  %  :  dead  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  chriftianity  here,  and  all  the  hopes  of  felicity  here- 
after. 

V.  Our  Saviour's  dire&ion,  that  all  nations  be  taught  to  ob» 
Jerve  every  thing  iuhicb  be  bath  commanded^  implies  a  prohibi- 
tion of  teaching  any  thing  in  his  name,  which  he  hath  not  com^i 
manded,  either  perfonally  while  on  earth,  or  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  truth  ^fter  his  afceniion.  For  where  his  commii&on  ends, 
there  the  powers  of  thofe,  to  whom  he  gave  it,  end  alfo.  Still, 
in  matters  left  undetermined,  or  not  fully  determined  by  him, 
men  of  knowledge  may  fignify  their  opinion,  men  of  prudence 
may  fuggeft  their  advice,  and  both  are  to  be  regarded  in  a  pro- 
per degree.  Superiors  may  likewife  interpofe  their  authority, 
io  far  as  public  order  and  peace  require*;  and,  in  all  things 
lawful,  others  are  bound  to  fubmit  to  therm.  But  no  m^n,  or 
aumber  of  men,  may  prefume  to  fct  up  tb#ir  own  judgment, 
or  their  own  will,  for  a  law  of  Chrift  :  or  add  a  Gnf^le  article, 
as  a  neceflary  one,  to  that  rule  of  faith  and  praftice,  which 
w^^  once  dtlivered  unto  the  faints  ^^     £ven   St.  Paul  XximMi 
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hath  on  one  occafion  nccuratcl/  di&inguiOicd  between  what  be,- 
aod  what  the  Lord  in  .perfoa  fpoke  *  ;  between  points  in  which 
be  bad  an  exprefs  commandment^  and  points  in  which  he  gave 
bis  judgment^  as  onf  tbat  had  ohtaiued  mercy  to  he  faithful  \ : 
that  is,  in  the  truil  of  the  aptiftkfliip.  And  if  fuch  a  pcriba 
was  thus  careful,  much  more  ought  the  minifters  of  reHgioa  in 
thefe  later  ages,  who  can  have  oo  certain  acquaintance  with  ir« 
but  from  his  writings  and  the  reft  of  fcripture,  be  folicitons  ont 
to  preach  any  other  gofpeU  than  that  they  have  received  J  ;  nor 
build  on  the  foundation  of  Jefus  Cbrift^  fuperdru&ures  that 
will  not  abide  the  trisl  j,  teaching  for  doQrines  the  asmmamd^ 
ments  of  men  %.  Thcj,  who  aiTunie  this  power,  ufurp  a  do- 
minion  over  their  fellow- fcrvants,  to  which  only  their  mafier 
in  heaven  hath  a  right :  and  they  who  obey  tKis  power,  fo 
far  wofjbip  God  in  vain^  who  batb  never  required  ibis  ai  tbeir 
bands  ||. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  fecond  part  of  the  text :  the 
duties,  which  the  apoAles  and  their  fucccilbrs  wer«  to  ex^joia. 
And  therefore  I  proceed  to  fet  before  you, 

IIL  The  proteAion  and  happinefs,  of  which  both  thcj  who 
faithfully  preach  the  gofpel,  and  they  who  fincerel/  embrace 
it,  nlay  be  afTured.  Xo,  /  am  with  you  alvmys^  even  ttnio  tbi 
end  of  the  world.     Amen. 

Aa)pn]g(l  meut  chufing  to  be  w;th  any  one  is  not  .only  a 
fiatural  confequcnce  of  having  a  regard  for  bimi  bat,  on  many 
important  occafions,  a  neceflary  means  of  ihowing  tbat  reganl 
to  his  advantage.     In  condefcenfion  therefore  to  commoa  laa- 
guage,  Godt  though  prcfent  every  where,  is  defcribed  in  boly 
writ  as  peculiarly  drawing  nigh  unto,  bein|(,  and  dwelling  with. 
tbofe,  who,  by  a  temper  and  conduft  of  piety  and  virtoe  intitk 
themfelves  to  his  love  and  fatherly  care:    whereas  he  is  rrpie* 
fen  ted  as   departing  from  perfons  of  a  contrary  charader,  not 
vouchfafing  to  look  upon  them,  or  beholding  them  afar  off,  till 
he  returns  to  execute  judgment  on  them.     Of  this  k^nd  is  the 
loann*  r  of  fpeech  ufed  in  the  teact :  where  our  bleffed  Lord, 
being  about  to  leave  the  world,  and  go  unto  the  Father,  tells  hi< 
followers,   that  though  his  vifible  and  bodily  prefence  was  to 
be  withdrawn  very  foon,  he  ihould  be  fiill   as   really  prefect 

npoa 

•  <5al.  i.  9.  ft  Cor  ^11.  Jc,  ri.  |  I  Cor.  liL  11,  f  j,  i^ 
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upon  earth,  as  ever :  not  only  feeing,  but  watching,  direfting^ 
and  defending  them  continuallj.  And  therefore,  not  with  (land- 
ing St.  Matthew  thought  fit  to  abQain  from  fubjuining  in  hiii 
gofpel  any  words  of  his  own  to  thefe  moft  folemn  onjs  of  our 
Saviour^  yet  his  afccnt  into  heaven  is  almoft  as  well  underftood 
hj  them,  as  if  it  had  been  exprefsly  related. 

This  gracious  promife  was  doubilefs  immediately,  and  in  the 
firtt  place,  made  to  the  apoftks.  But  as  the  ufe,  for  which  it 
was  made,  is  perpetual ;  and  the  term,  for  wHich  it  its  expref- 
fed  to  be  made,  cannot  poillbly  be  confined  to  themfclves  i  but 
tnuA  figntfy  either,  as  we  tranflate  it,  to  the  end  of  the  worlds 
or  to  the  end  of  the  go/pel  a^e^  which  is  to  laft  as  long  as  the 
world ;  it  muft  nccelTarily  be  e:ttendcd  to  Phofe,  who  fhould  at 
any  time  fuccced  th?  apolUes  in  reaching  the  'faith  and  duties  of 
chriftianity.  And  lince  the  prefence  of  Chrift  with  the  teach- 
ers of  his  religion  is  defigned  for  the  benefit  of  ihofe,  who  are 
taught  it :  therefore  all  fucb,  in  all  ages,  have  a  fliiire  in  the 
affurance  of  the  text.  Accordingly,  in  many  places  of  fcrip- 
ture,  the  prefence,  not  only  of  the  Son  of  God,  but  of  the  Fa- 
ther and  Holy  Spirit,  is  promifed  to  every  true  believer  with- 
out exception,  St  7*^:// declares,  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  y  he  is  none  of  his  *.  ^^ind  Chrijl  him/elf  declares^  if  a 
man  love  mcy — my  Pather  will  love  him^  and  we  will  come  unto 
him^  and  make  our  abode  with  him  \. 

If  then,  as  the  church  of  Rome  pretends,  fiich  exprefHons 
-as  thefe  convey  a  promife  of  infallibility,  or  ftcurity  ok  not  dc- 
p«rting  from  the  right  faith,  to  their  church,  or  any  perfon  or 
perfons  ni  it  j  ihcy  convey  the  fame  to  every  church,  and  every 
pcrfou  in  it.  But  our  Saviour's  4«^claration  is,  not  that  any 
one  or  more  churches  may  not,  if  they  will,  intircly  throw  off 
the  faith  ;  dnd  even  uU  cliurches,  as  well  as  all  men,  fall  both* 
into  many  errors  and  many  fins :  but  that  this  (lull  never  hap- 
pen through  his  forfeiting  them,  but  their  forfaicing  him  :  and 
that,  how  great  foever  the  apoftacy  of  the  latter  times  may  be, 
(a4*St.  taul  hath  foretold  it  iliould  be  a  very  grievous  one  J  ;) 
how  much  focver  at  any  time  the  church  cf  Chrift  may  be  ob- 
fcured,  it  fhall  never  be  extinguifhed  :  for  it  mull  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  fince  he  hath  promifed  to  he  with  it  to  the 
end  of  the  world.     In  different  ages  he  is  prcfent  to  it  in  dlffe» 

Sffa  •      tent 

•  Rom.  vUL  f .  t  Jol»n  »iv.  23«  t  Tim.  iv.  t 
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rest  manners,  as  the  circnmRances  of  each  feqnire.  His  apofics 
lie  direfted  bj  infpiration  into  all  truth :  and  firengthened  diem 
ivith  power  to  work  miracles  in  confirmation  •£  it.  When  religioD* 
by  tbeir  means,  was  known  and  proved  fnfficicnrlj,  thcfe  extraor- 
dinary effeSsofhis  prefbnee  gradually  ceafed :  but  thofe^whick 
remained  ilill  needful,  were  flill  experienced.  And  to  this  day, 
wherever  his  minifters  teach  men  to  believe  and  do  what  he  bath 
commanded,  there  h  is  always  with  them :  and  jvierevertwo  m 
tbreg  of  his  difciples  are  gathered  together  in  kis  namt^  there  it 
it  in  the  midjl  of  them  ^  i  protecting  hi;  whole  chordi,  mi 
every  member  of  it,  outwardly  agaiufi  their  temporal  eneniies 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  infinite  wifdom  fees  to  be  fit ;  and  inward- 
ly againft  their  fpiritual  ones,  fo  that  nothing,  but  their  owa 
wilful  fins  and  perfeverance  in  them,  ihall  hazard  the  falvadoa 
of  any  one  of  them.  But  fo  far  as  men  allow  themfclves  to 
teach,  believe,  or  pradife  contrary  to  his  commands,  they  for- 
feit their  title  to  his  gracious  prefence,  which  evidently  depcodi 
on  their  obedience  to  thofe  commands.  And  confequently  sa 
fet  of  men  in  the  world  have  a  right  to  argue,  as  th^  Romamfh 
would  fain  do:  that  Chriilhath  promifed  to  be  with  faiscbmck 
forever;  and  therefore  their  church,  or  the  majority  of  die 
whole  church,  can  teaeh  only  what  he  appointed  they  fhooU* 
But  ours  is  a  very  jnft  way  of  arguing  ;  that  we  teach  whst 
Cbrift  appointed  we  ihould,  and  therefore  we  are  a  part  of  bis 
church,  with  which  he  hath  pronnifed  to  be  for  ever.  For  that 
our  dodrines  are  catholic,  however  the  Romanifis  have  fioteo 
the  name,  wc  are  bold  to  fay,  and  fully  able  to  prove':  on  this 
account  wc  have  nothing  to  fear.  Could  we  but  faj  as  modi 
of  our  lives  too,  then  all  were  welK 

.  But  alas,  though  they  have  little  caufe  on  comparifon  to  re- 
proach us  in  this  refpefl,  we  have  much  caufe  to  reproach  oor- 
felves.  The  number  of  profeflcd  chriftiana  amongft  ns  indeed 
is  large:  yet  even  that  is  leffening.  But  the  number  of  fucb  as 
are  truly  chriftians,  and  behave  like  chriftians— What  fliall  we 
fay  of  this?  May  God,  luho  commanded  the  light  to  Jdne  out  of 
darkntfs^  caufe  the  liglitof  his  golpel  to Jhine  moreefl^eaual!y»i/» 
thehearts  o/menf,  and  brighten  the  very  dark  profpeft  there  is  be- 
fore  us  concerning  fpiritual  matters  j  that  we  may  ifiow^atleefii* 

this 

•  Matlh  iviii.  20.  fa  Cor.  iv.  tf. 
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Ms  our  day^  the  things  which  belong  to  our  peace*  ^  onrprefent  and 
fotttre  happinefs*  But  what  others  will  do,  is  for  them  to  con-> 
fider  :  and  what  (hall  be  the  confequences  of  mens  doings,  is 
£or  God  to  appoint.  Let  us  only  look  to  onr  own  fouls;  that 
in  the  mtdft  of  a  bad  world  we  be,  as  we  ought,  innocent,  pru-« 
dent,  aad  exeoiplarj ;  that  we  watch  over  thofe,  who  are  un- 
der our  care,  and  warn  others  as  we  have  opportuQitj  ;  that, 
bj  openlj  profei&ng  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift,  we  encourage  the 
profeifion  of  it  \  and,  by  adorning  our  profeffion  with  a  fuitable 
co&duft)  do  honour  to  it«  Prpyided  we  behave  thus ;  let 
othors  behave  as  thej  pleafe,  and  the  event  be  what  it  will  to 
them,  and  to  all,  in  temporal  concerns  ;  to  us  the  final  event 
however  lhall  be  good.  Chriflianity  began  with  a  very  fmall 
number :  and  were  it  to  be  re4uced  to  an  equally  fmall  one 
again,  we  might  take  the  fame  comfort  (lillt  which  our  Saviour 
gave  his  difciples  at  firft :  Fear  not ^  EteleJIoci :  for  it  is  jour 
Fatier*s  good  pUafure  to  give  you  the  Ungdomf.  The  iing" 
doms  of  this  earth  we  have  caufe  to  hope  will  yet,  in  due  time^ 
Hotwithftanding  all  appearances  to  the.  contrary,  become  the 
Hmgdoms  of  our  Zord  and  of  his  Chrifi  $»  in  a  much  ampler 
manner  than  they  have  hitherto  been.  But  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, Godj  who  cannot  lie  },  hath,  in  the  plaineft  terms,  promif- 
ed  to  the  faithful  difciples  of  his  Son.  And  all  who  have  fe* 
cured  his  prefence  with  them  here,  by  a  life  of  religion  and 
virtue,  Aall  afluredly  reign  with  him  for  ever  hereafter  in  thofe 
^  bleffed  manjions  of  his  Father's  hou/e,  whither*^  is  gone  to  pre^ 
pare  a  place  for  us,  and  will  come  again,  and  receive  us  unto 
himfolf,  that  where  he  is,  there  we  may  be  alfo  jf. 

•  Rev.  xi.  15.  f  Luke  nix.  42.  |  Tit  i  a. 
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Matth.  ii.  x6. 

TZmiii  Her^dy  whin  hi  Jaw%  tiat  hi  wat  moded  of  ibe  «j|t 
mefh  vfcu  fxfi^tng  wroth  I  andfijU /orih^audjteuialld^ 
thildrtn  thai  wert  m  Bitblehem%  ond  m  aU  the  €oqfi*  Aen^ 
^y  fro9(i  %wf^  yfi($n  oU  and  under  ^  actordntg  ta  tbetimu 
wh'kh  he  had  diligently  enquired  ^ihe^  w^a  meu^ 

•TPH  E  piteous  hiftoryj  contained  m  thefc  words,  is  the  ic^Gfil 
of  that,  ixnmediateljr  preQediag,  wlucb  ioforins  us,  thau 
OQ  the  birth  of  our  Saviotir  in  Judea^  fome  Gentiles  of  leani- 
ijig  and  diflindion  came  from  the  eaft  to  JerwfaUmx  hj  divice 
dire^ion,  to  pay  him  homage  :  on  which,  Herod  the  king,  iio- 
derftanding  that  the  Mejflab  was  to  be  b^m  at  Bethkhemt 
fent  t^iem  thixher  to  fiad  him ;  wiih  a  charge  to  being  bun  d»* 
tice  of  the  place  where  the  child  was,  that  be  alio  might  do 
him  the  fame  honour;  defigoing  really  to  deilroj  him,  inlle;d 
of  paying  hia»  rcfpect :  hut  thae,  being  warned  ofGod,  net  t$ 
return  to  Herod^  they  departed  into  their  own  country  aaQther 
way*. 

The  fad  confequences  which  followed  their  departure,  vn 
mentioned  in  the  words  of  the  text ;  and  prefent  to  us  a  trac- 
fa&ion  of  fo  remarkable  a  nav\re  as  well  deferves  a^nicuiar 
examination  into  it,  and  an  explanation  of  the  federal  circunu 
fiances  attending  it.  This  is  what  1  mean  to  give  you  in  ihc 
follow  log  diCcourfe :  and  if,  in  doing  it,  I  (hould  be  led  to 
fpend  more  time,  in  proportion,  than  ufual,   on  points  not  im« 

mediately 

•  Ver»  IS,  . 
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laediateljr  bekMigiag  lo  the  great  articles  o£  fchrifiian  faith  or 
prafi;ioe  ^  jrao  will  remember*  that  we  ought  to  anderitand,  doc 
ooi/  the  df)ftnne$  and  preceptH  but  the  hiftorj  of  the  goipel.: . 
elpeciaUy  as  io  the  prefent  unbelieving  age,  ohjedioas  are  too 
frequently  made  agatnft  the  ieveral  parts  of  it,  io  their  turns  $ 
and  as  a  diie  con&deration  of  every  part,  will  not  only  confirm 
us  in  the  truth  of  at,  but  furnifii  abundantly  more  matter  of 
pious  and  moral  refie&ion,  than  at  the  firft  view,  it  may  (ei^m 
to  affords 

The  text  begins  with  acquainting  us,  that  Htrod^  nvhen  be 
faw  that  he  w«s  mocked  of  the  mfe  men^  wai  etccetding  t^^h^ 
Not  that  they  had  any  defigq  of  provoking  him,  or  expofing 
htm  to  contempt.  That  is  not  the  behaviour  of  good  perfons 
to  the  very  word.  He  had  commanded  them  indeed  to  briag 
him  word  agaiMy  where  the  child  -was  :  but  probably  had  too 
haughtily  prefumed  on  their  com  pliance,  though  not  his  fub- 
j^s,  to  think  of  alking  a  promife  of  theni.  Or,  bad  they 
made  one,  as  they  naturally  enough  might,  with  a  full  pur« 
pofe  of  keeping  it ;  the  warning,  received  from  God,  mud  in- 
tirtly  have  fuperfeded  that  obligation:  of  which,  other  things 
alfo  might  have  hindred  the  performance.  But  unreafonable 
and  vehement  fpirits  hardly  ever  ftay  to  inquire  into  fuch  mat-  • 
ters :  whatever  difappoints  them,  appetft-s  to  them  an  indigni-  ^ 
ty.  And  aiccordingly  Herod  vras  not  only  forry,  that  his  in- 
tention was  fruftrated,  but  exceeding  wroth :  imagined  it  no 
fin  at  all  to  coi^trive  the  murder  of  the  harmlefs  child  wbofe 
birth  had  been  notified  to  him  \  but  an  intolerable  offence, 
that  the  wife  men  ihould,  whatever  their  reafon  was,  fail  to  be 
made  bis  inflruments  for  accomplifliing  it. 

And  now,  his  wickednefs  increafing  as  his  rage  boiled  with- 
in him,  rather  than  mifs  of  committing  the  one  crime,  which 
alone  he  defigned  at  firft,  he  refolves  to  commit  he  knows  not 
how  many  more  of  the  like  fort,  without  any  ^her  pretext 
for  them  :  imagining  that  the  obje£l  of  his  apprelienfions  con- 
tin*;:?d  ftill  in  the  fame  place.  On  that  imagination  foleiy,  . 
eitheV  having  firft  inquired  after  him  in  vain,  (for  he  was  re- 
moved by  the  direftion  of  God)  or  jconceiving,  that  no  certain 
information  would  be  obtained  by  a  perfon  To  abhorred  as  he 
knew  himfelf  to  be,  and  that  taking  time  for  a  fearch  was  giv- 
ing  time  for  an  efcape  ^  be  forms  the  {hocking  refolution  of 

killing 
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killing  all  the  children  of  Bethlehem^  and  its  temtoijs  tui- 
moved  hj  confcience,  or  compaffionp  or  fear  •£  refeoge,  or  the 
deteftation  of  mankind,  in  order  to  make  fure  of  kitting  dMt 
childf  from  which,  of  all  others,  he  onght  to  have  abfaiodL 
the  long-expefted  hope  ofl/rael^  the  great  promiled  blefiif 
to  thftt  religion,  which  he  himfelf  profelled.  This  direfisl  pur* 
pofe  he  orders  to  be  pot  in  immediate  execution  :  too  nsij 
find  their  intereft  in  obejing  his  will :  no  one  bath  power,  er 
eourage,  to  refill  it :  the  deed  is  done :  the  poor  infants  mit 
erably  flain. 

No  wonder,  that  tbefij  as  St.  Matthew  obfenrcs,  watjkl' 
JUledy  that  is,  verified  anew,  more  eminent! j  and  literaSj, 
what  was  fpoken  originallj  on  a  different  occafion,  hy  ^tnmj 
the  prophet^  faying  :  In  Rama^  a  town  of  Benjamin^  adjoiniag 
to  Bethlehem  of  yudah^  which  tribes  were  therefore  probablj 
mixed  here,  as  well  as  at  Jerufalem  and  Other  places  ;  im  Raaa^ 
a  voice  was  heardy  lamentation  and  weeping  and  great  ksst- 
ning  :  Rachel^  the  mother  of  Benjamin^  weepings  that  is,  in  ife 
perfons  of  her  female  defcendants,y%r  her  children  ;^  and  V9d! 
9iot  he  comforted^  heeaufe  they  are  not :  are  not  anjr  longer  a 
this  world,  for  a  comfort  and  joj  to  their  friends ;  bot  taka 
awaj,  to  their  inexpref&ble  affliftion,  hj  a  ftroke  of  violeo«, 
the  moft  unexpeded,  the  mofl  affliding  and  defolating,  tbe 
mofl  cxquifitelj  painful  and  infupportable,  that  cao  be  cofr 
ceived. 

Some  perhaps  maj  be  tempted  almoft  to  doubt,  whether  a 
human  creature  be  capable  of  fuch  barbaritj.  Bat^  alas,  wt 
cannot  tell,  to  what  degree  our  own  difpofitions  might  be  d» 
praved,  were  we  to  give  ourfelves  up  to  iniquity,  and  provoke 
a  juft  God  to  withdraw  his  grace  from  us.  Much  le&  en  fK 
he  fure  what  amaaing  abominations  others  may  come  tp  har- 
bour within  their  breads.  7%#  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  shit 
all  things^  and  defperately  wicked  •»  who  can  hnow  firf  /  Bet 
cfpecially  the  hearts  of  tyrants,  grown  old  in  the  poflcffion  aad 
exercife  of  abfolute  power,  accuftomed  bj  flattexy  and  prid«to 
think  themfelves  of  a  higher  fpecies  than  the  refi  of  mankiodl 
hardened  to  executions  and  ilaughtcr  hy  long  ufe,  become  fuf- 
picious  of  every  perfon  and  thing,  by  experience  of  the  £dfc- 
hood  of  others,  and  confcioulhefs  of  their  own  ;  and  habituated 

to 

•  Aft*  ixvHl.  ao.  '  t  jer.  xylL  % 
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^o'  hate  their  fubjeftsi  as  knowing  that  thej  are  hated  by  them. 
T4'ow  fuchy  if  ever  man  was,  Herod  was.     His  whole  hiftory, 
•written  not  bj  a  chrifiian,  but  a  Jew,  fully  proves,  that  no  de- 
cree of  cruelty  was  improbable  concerning  one  of  a  nature  (o 
lavaga :  who,  Befides  the  fierce  wars,   id  which,  his  boundlcfa 
ambition  engaged  him,  was  committing  murders  in  cold  blood 
throughout  his  life ;  of  his  neareft   relations  amongft  others, 
^ven  his  o^n  children  ;   every  one   of  them  from  motives  of 
Ilute-jealoufy,  the  very  inducement  that  prompted  him  to  the 
inhumanity  charged  on  him  in  the  text :    and   was  fo  far  from 
relenting  at  the  approach  of  death,  which  commonly  infpires 
lefs  hardened  llniiers  with  penitence   and   mildnefs,    that   he 
^aufed  a  large  number  of  his  principal  fubje6ts  to  be  aiTemblcd; 
and  putting  them  uiider  cunfioement,   bound  thofe  about  him 
By  an  oath,  to  malTacre  them  all,  as  fooii  as  he  ikould  expire  ; 
chat  the  nation  might  mourn  for  his  deceafe  on  that  account, 
ivhich  on  all  others,  he  knew,  would   rejoice*.      It  is  in  vain 
to  fay  of  fiich  a  one,  that  he  ihewed  on  many  occafions  a  great 
Concern  for  his  reputation  :    and  therefore  was  not  fikely  to 
cocnmit  fo  monftrous  a  murder,  as  that  of  thefe  children.     He 
<lid  fo,  when  he  could  gratify  his  vanity,  without  prejudiciirs 
his  imaginary  ihtereild  :    but  never  elfe.     And  therefore  'hia 
^foc^edihg  without  merty  in  this  cale,  far  from  being  incredi- 
ble, is  only  an  evidence,  that  the  ekpeftations  of  the  AlefEah'i 
doming  at  that  tinie  were  great  and  general-^  and  his  own  ap« 
preheniions  of  it  InexprefSbly  ftrong. 

But  ftill  it  tnay  be  wondered,  if  Herod  was  guilty  of  fo  ex- 
ecrable a  deed,  that  no  ancient  hiflorian  (hould  record  it,  and 
paiht  it  in  its  due  colours,  as  they  have  done  rosiny  things; 
which  defervcd  it  left  :  but  fliould  all,  excepting  St.  Matthew^ 
bmit  the  mention  of  itf.  Now,  in  truth,  there  is  nO  ancient 
heathen  hidorian  of  thofe  times  extant,  beGdes  Suetonius  :  whofe 
Work  is  only  a  brief  account  of  the  lives  of  the  twelve  Ca/arsi 
in' which  a  narrative  of  this  kind  is  by  no  means  to  be  expec- 
ted. And,  were  all  the  hiftorians  of  chat  age  remaining,  Judea 
Jav  at  the  extremity  of  the  Roman  empire ^  nor  was,  in  Herod^s 
Vol.  II.  Ttt  rciga 

•  Jofcph.  Ant.  I.  xvii.  c.  6.  §.  5.  Bell.  Jo«L  1.  i.  c.  33.  §.  6. 
t  Jfffefb  Sca/rjer  i^  fm\  to  have  denied  the  genumenefs  of  this  part 
nf  St.  hliitbevf.  jinf^ldi  hath  defended  it,  ia  a  book^  intitled,  Htrodistnt 
tttfAuticiiu  vindftU,  40.  Brixi*;  1747. 
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reigtl,  a. province  of  it,  properly  fpeaking :  the  fmaller  intenni 
affairs  therefore  of  fach  a  petty  diftria,  would  be  little  regard- 
ed, amidd  fo  many  of  greater  importance.  And,  though  the 
murder  of  a  number  oF  innocent  babes  excites  in  us;  with  the 
utnnofl  rcafon,  the  ftrcngcft  pity  and  horror;  yet,  alas,  tt^ie 
cafe  was  far  otUerwife  during  the  days  of  pagan  daiknefs; 
ivhen,  in  the  mofl  civilized  nations,  parents  dcllroyed,  or  cx- 
■pofed  to  deftru6lion,  their  own  children,  at  pleafure,  how 
ft  range  foever  it  m^y  fccm,  without  fciuple  antT  with  out  pc- 
nifhment. 

But  further,  it  doth  not  appear,,  that   any  other  old  authors 
ever  did  write  the  life   of*  Herod^  or   the  hiftory  of  his  reign, 
than  Nhcolas  of  Damafcus^  and  yofepbus.     Now  the   work  ^     : 
the  former  is  loft.     And  he  was  not  only  a  courtier  and  domef-     I 
tic  friend  of  Heroic  but  was   employed  as   embaflador  to  An- 
gttjlusy  to  defend   him   in    his  life-time,  and  his  charader  after     , 
his  death,  from  imputations  of  tyrrany  and   cruelty,   bvooght     ! 
before  that  emperor  by  the  Jcwifli  nation  *.     This  man  thcit- 
fore  neither  would  be  inclined   to   relate  fuch  things  of  him  in 
his  book ;  nar  could  do  it  indeed,  without  condemning  himfclf 
for  having  been  his  apologift.      Befides,  he  was  fo  fhamefuUj 
partial  to  him,  as  to  deduce  his  genealogy  from  a  noble  Et- 
brew  family  i  though  it  was  notorious,   that  his  father  was  aa 
Eaomitef. 

As  {ox  jofephus\  he  wrote  at  the  diftance  of  aboTC  J3 
years  after  the  fad  :  which  we  are  apt  to  confider,  as  takio; 
away  many  more  lives,  than  probably  it  did.  BetbUhem  was 
not  a  large  place  :  whether  its  territory  was,  we  know  oot. 
The  ord«r  given  could-  be  only  againft  the  male  children.  Ht^ 
rod,  we  are  told,  (lew  all  thefe,  under  a  certain  age  :  that  is, 
all  whopn  the  mcffongers  of  his  bloody  purpofe  found.  Bot 
poffibly,  going  on  fo  fhpcking  an  errand,  they  might  not  be  de- 
li reus  of  executing  their  orders  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  aid 
ilri6\ntfs.  Or,  if  they  were  ;  the  alarm,  once  taken,  wouid 
quickly  fprcad  ;  J^nd  a  conGderable  proporticn  undoubiedly  be 
cairicd  away,  or  ccr.ccaled.  The  fabulous  legends  tell  us  in-  I 
deed  of  vaft  muhitiidcs  killed  :    but  alkdge  no  fuflScient  proof      | 

of 

•  J'^Cc^h.  .^  r.  1.  ':\'\  c.  g.  f.  J.  &  c.  10.  J.  R.i-1.  xvh  c.  5.  $- <.  *c 

i;.  f.;,  c:  r.i.  1.  JiU.  1.  li.  c- 6.  J.  2.  f  J"^<fih.  Ant.  J,  xir.  c  »•  J 
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ef  their  aflertions*.  And  the  wifer  authors,  even  of  the  po- 
pifh  communion,  d  if  regard  and  ridicule  them.  Now,  fuppofmg 
the  number  of  the  flaught^red  infants  to  be  fmall  ;  the  ujemorj 
of  what  a  few  villagers  had  fulFcred,  might  ealllj,  wlien  print- 
ing  was  unknown,  and  writing  not  near  fo  oommou  as  now,  • 
be,  in  much  lefs  time  ti.an  90  ye«ra,  quite  bfflricd  under  the 
ilories  of  the  many  large  executions,  wliich  the  tyrant  had 
made,  of  perfons  more  noted.  Or  it  might  be  indi;ilrioufly 
flifled  by  the  unbelieving  Jews,  to  prevtnt  it  from  being  of 
fervicc  to  the  caufe  of  chriftiani ty.  Or  indeed  it  might  be  ut-. 
tcrly  overwhelmed  by  the  ddtruftion  of  their  country,  v»ith, 
the  flaughter  of  millions,  which  had  happened  before  Jofepbus 
began  to  compile  materials  for  his  book.  It  is  therefore  ex- 
tremely poffible,  that  this  maifacre,  though  pcrfedly  true, 
might  never  come  to  his  ears  :  or,  if  it  did,  yet  not  with  any 
certainty.  And,  if  hi^*  information  about  i:  fesmcd  to  him  ra* 
ther  doubtful,  he  did  wifely  in  palling  it  over. 

But  fupjX)fing  him  ever  fo  fpre  of  it ;  he  might  think  pro- 
per only  to  involve  it  covertly  in  a  general  account  of  the  but- 
cheries of  Herad  about  this  time  ;.  occafioncd,  a^  he  faith,  which 
is  exceedingly  rcmaikablc,  by  tl>t  expeclation  of  a  new  kingf. 
For  he  might  be  univillihg,  or  even  afraid,  to  oiFcnd  the  pof- 
terity  of  that  monarch,  wirh  one  of  whom,  W^r/^/^a,  he  was 
intiinate,  by  the  exprefs  relation  of  a  barbarity  lo  unmanly: 
and  might  think,  that  ho  had  fofficJently  given  his  readers  i\* 
Undcrdand  Herod's  chara».T^v*r,  without  fa}  in;;  morej.  ll  the 
teftimony  concerning  our  Saviour  alcribcd  to  niu*,  be  genuine ; 
his  omitting   to  Dime   thcic  children   will   be  an  ubj^cllon  of 

'    ^  fmall 


•  Jgrom  frilth,  HftoifSy  Scrthji  ^  Ph.irjfdi^  pro  uni  htfante  mult, i  par- 
VifUrutn  tfttlha  truitda^unt.  Hon:,  in  11'.  J.  ^.  c.  7.  vol  4.  p.  112,  Ed. 
Vcfon.  But  he  Jived  abou:  40^-  yeari  alter  ihe  nine.  And  as  he  alll-rts 
what  the  leaft  reflect  on  U'oulJ  have  Aicwn  liiin  was  falCe,  that  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees  were  gnilty  of  thii  l»c.,  lie  deicrvci  no  credit  iu 
what  lay  more  out  of  hii  .knowledge 
t  Ant.  1.  xvii.  c.  i.  v'  4 

I  Joftfph'us,  in  hh  own  life,  §  65.  f:iit>i,'<*  It  is  ncceflUrv,  that  a 
V  hiftorian  Ihoald  write  troth  :  but  be  may  allowably  avoid  charging  on 
^'  fome  perfons  fheir^ill  adions  with  bitte.nefs;  not  for  their  fakes, 
**  but  for  that  of  his  vwn  moderation."  But  he  faith  this,  not  in  rcla« 
Uon  to  Her*dj  but  to  excufo  himfblf  for  .not  luving  expoftulated  till 
then  with  Jujius^  00  the  faifeboods  contained  in  hjs  hiitory  of  the  Jev^ 
ilh  vary  publiibcd  before  that  QiJ^fefbus^ 
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fmall  weight  againft  the  gofpcl  hiftory.  And  if  that  teftinon? 
be  not  genuine  ;  it  will  be  no  wonder  in  the  leaft,  that  he,  wlio 
for  the  fake  of  pajing  court  to  Vefpqfian^  as  the  foretold  MeJ- 
Jidb^  could  fupprels  the  mention  of  Jefus^  and  his  miracks, 
ihoiild  avoid  to  record  a  faft,  which  muft  have  brought  ihc 
fame  J  ejus  in  view,  under  that  charafter  ;  and  Betbelem^  as  the 
place  where  the  Meffiah  fliould  be  bom*.  He  hath  been 
iilent,  in  other  parts  of  his  work,  for  much  lefs  reafons,  abont 
many  confiderable  things,  oif  which  he  muft  haue  known  the 
trutht-  Indeed  it  is  fo  frequent  in  all  hiftories  for  one  author 
to  pafe  ovier  things,  even  of  great  confequencc,  wbich  another 
relates,  that,  if  this  were  to  be  made  a  ground  of  fufpidcB 
concerning  the  articles  thus  omitted  ;  fcarce  any  author  coaM 
preferve  his  credit,  and  certainly  not  ^ofephus :  for  in  vtiy 
much  of  what  he  delivers,  be  ftands  entirely  fingle,  and  unfap- 
.  ported.  Another  material  confideration  is,  that  as  he  wrote 
long  after  St.  Matthew^  whofe  gofpel  muft  have  been  w«B 
known  in  Judea^  he  might,  and  furely  would,  have  coo- 
tradiftcd  him  in  this  point,  if  he  could :  which  he  hith 
not. 

It  may  be  adSed  further,  that  Macrolius  a  Roman  writer, 
who  lived  indeed  a  confideralJle  time  after  both  of  tfaena,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fifth  centuiry,  but  faith  he  compiled  his  per- 
formance out  of  earlier  books  ;  aiAd  who,  by  putting  Syria  in- 
Aezd  of  Bethlehem,  fliews,  he  did  not  borrow  this  pait  froiB 
the  New  Teftamcnt ;  and  who,  being  a  heathen,  was  nor  par- 
tial  to  the  gofpel  hiftory  ;  mentions  Herod's  murder  of  the 
children,  as  a  known  truth}.  And  his  joining  another  fcft 
with  it,  which  poffibly  happened  at  a  month's  difiance  from  it, 
is  by  no  means  enough  to  difcredit  his  teftimony  :  which  will 
be  greatly  confirmed,  if  we  believe  Sixtus  Senen/s,  a  learned 
inan,  who  lived  two  centuries  ago,  and  faith  he  read  the  faiw 
account  with  that  of  Macrobius^  in  a  part,  now  loft,  of  iJ«« 
Cajjiusy  a  Pagan  hiftorian,   loo  years  6lder  than  Macrohhs]^ 

^^    *  A  book 

•  Perhaps  for  a  like  reafon  Jnftus  nevet  mentioDed  the  chriftbss, 
though  they  ina<le  no  contemptible  figiii e  thaii  in  P^itftime, 

fSee  Ottii  Spicileg.   in  Jofeph. 

\  Sec,  concerning  thefe  particulars,  Maij^a^s  appendix  to  Bifcflf 
Chandler's  vindication.  ^    .    '    . 

S  See  T>T.  Gregory  Sharp^s  argunlc^t  id  defence  of  cfariftitfitTi 
p.  41.  .         .^^ 
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A  book  alfo,  of  uncertain  date,   written  in  Hebrew  by  a  moil 
virulent  Jew,  admits  Hero4  to  have  done  this  deed*. 

Bat  whatever  may  be  faid  concerning  the  omiffion  of  it  bp/ 
others,  you  may  wonder,  that  all  the  Evangelifls,  excepting 
»Sc.  Matbew.  fliould  omit  it.  For  they  all  relate  the  fame  mat- 
ters, in  fasreral  inftanc^a  of  lefs  moment:  hut  then  thefe  were 
chiefly,  if  n^t  folely,  matters  whicji  came  to  pafs  after  our  Sa« 
viour's  public  teaching  began,  and  at  which  they  were  prefent. 
St.  Luke  and  St.  John  have  each  of  thcqii  many  particulan, 
and  even  St.  Mark  hath  fome,  which  none  of  the  reft  have. 
And  plainly  no  one  of  them  undertook  to  publifh  a  complete 
hlflary  of  our  Saviour's  life  :  but^ach  wrote  thofe  occurrences 
which  he  knew  or  remembered  beft,  or  judged  the  moft  need* 
ful  to  be  inferted  in  his  sarrativ^.  What  the  beloved  difcipic 
faith  of  his  own  gofpel,  may  be  extended  to  each  of  the  former 
Many  other  tbingf  Jefus  did,  (and  doubtlcfs  other  perfons  did 
in  relation  to  him)  wbicb  are  not  written  in  this  book :  but 
tbefe  are  written,  that  ye  may  believe^-.  The  faft  now  be^ 
fore  us  was  not  the  moft  neceffitry  to  be  known.  Had  St.  Me^i* 
ibew  likewife  been  fxlcnt  about  it,  our  faith  would  ftill  have 
had  abundantly  fufficient  evidence.  Bqt  when  he  had  related 
It,  there  was  lefs  need,  that  the  gofpels,  which  came  after 
fhould.  And  perhaps  the  greater  wonder  is,  that  fo  mapy  (uch 
things  are  repeated  in  them,  ths^n  that  fo  few*  are. 

But  hence  arifes  one  very  natural  and  important  obfervation 
more  :  that  St.  Matthew  could  have  no  temptation  to  forge  a 
ftory,  which  was  no  way  effential  to  his  dcfign,  and  might  have 
been  fo  eafiiy  difproved  when  he  wrote,  if  it  was  not  true : 
cfpecially,  as  he  is  undcrftood  to  have  written  in  Judea,  Or 
if  he  had  been  fo  rafti,  the  early  writers  againll  chriftianity 
would  have  clfarged  him  with  it,  and  the  early  writers  for  it 
endeavoured  to  defend  him  :  and  there  is  not  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  either. 

Still  one  circumftance  may  feem  attended  with  a  difRculty. 
Why  (hould  Herod  carry  his  cruelty  fo  fair,  as  to  fljy  all  the 
children yroOT  two  years  old  and  under,  when  one  year,  or  half 


•  TolSgih  Tejfihu^   publiflicd  by  HulUrick  at  Leyden,  1705,  fivo.  p. 
IT,  13.    But  perhaps  he inight  titke  the  f«<5fc  from  St.  Matt!i«w^  oaly  pe^ 
^rtisg  ity  as  he  doth  abftirdty,  to  hU  own  purpofe. . 
t  Jo^Q  >**  3^1  3i-  xxi«  1;. 
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a  year,  if  not  lefs,  would  have  anfwercd  his  end  as  well  ? 
Now  here  ^icrliap  v\'e  com.nonly  miftake  the  Evangelift.  For 
le  •  n^^d  men  have  hclJ,  thar  the  original  word,  tranfiatca,yro« 
twi  years ^  m;^y  mean,  not,  fronj  two  years  cooiplctcd,  bm 
fi  tw-^  \ears  begun;  from  the  entrance  ioto  the  fecond 
ycir.  Bar  if  that  be  doubtful:  yet  Herod^  notwithftanding 
that  he  inquired  exadly;  when  the  ftar  appeared  to  ibc  iviit 
men,  could  not  be  fure,  nor  they  tell  him,  whether  it  appczrrd 
to  them  ex.iftly  at  the  birth  of  the  child,  or  fome  time  after  ii. 
Nor  do  we  know,  how  long  it  might  be  after  that  appearaocs, 
that  they  were  able  to  fettle  their  affairs  and  begin  their 
journey  ;  nor  from  what  diftance  they  came,  nor  what  hia- 
diances  might  happen  in  their  way;  nor  what  (lay  thcj 
might  make  at  yerrj/alem  heiorc  Herod  itnt  for  them  ;  and  then, 
before  he  difmiffed  them  :  nor  confequently,  how  old  the  cbui 
was  when  they  faw  him.  The  flaughter  of  the  inuocenti  is 
appointed  in  our  calendar  to  be  commemorated  three  days  -i- 
ter  the  nativity.  If  that  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  r?al  time,  dw 
meaning  muft  have  been,  not  to  place  it,  or  the  coming  of  the 
wife  men,  prepoftcroufly,  before  the  appearance  of  the  -ftar, 
which  is  fixed  in  our  calendar  to  the  twelfth  day,  but  to  pha 
it  almoft  a  year  after.  And  if  the  child  could  either  in  reality, 
or  in  iJlrro^s  imagination,  be  almoft  a  year  old  ;  a  wretch  cf 
fuch  unfpeakable  jealoufy  as  he  was,  and  whofe  expreU  cbi- 
ra6ler  it  is,  in  the  Jewifli  hiftorian.  rather  to  go  too  far  in  fcis 
fears  and  fufpicions,  than  fall  fhort*,  would  by  no  means  ihiuk 
it  f Ue,  efpecially  in  his  pafliL^n,  to^  give  an  order  exiendicg  w 
much  lefs  than  two  years. 

Thcfe,  I  think,  are  all  the  objeftions  and  doubts,  that  can  wcE 
be  ralfed  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  gofpel  narrative.  A:.i 
if  any  of  them  hath  received  a  more  fatisfuftory  anfwer,  ibaa 
it  was  beforehand  imagined  could  be  given ;  a  modeft  and  e- 
quiiable  mind  will  be  ready  to  conclude,  that  other  fcripfurc 
diffi  •  ilries  alio  may  in  all  likelihood  be  fairly  fclved,  whe- 
til ^r  the  particular  manner  of  doing  it  appear  at  prefeat,  oi 
not. 

It  will  now  be  alked,  what  nfc  wc  arc  to  make  of  this  piece 
of  hift.iry  ?  And  here  perhaps  it  may  be  worth  while  julUo 
obfcrve,  that  in  the  firll  place  we  fhould  be  careful  not  to  make 

abod 

!    Ant  1.  z?i.  c.  8.  S.  9. 
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a  bad  ope.  For  a  Tcr j  bad  and  abfurd  one  hath  been  derived 
down,  though  I  hope  not  to  many  of  the  prcfent  generation 
from  the  times  of  popifti  ignorance  :  in  which  perfons  imagin- 
ed, that  the  day  of  the  week,  on  which  mafs  was  annually  per- 
formed in  honour  of  thefe  children,  thence  called  Cbildermafs 
day,  was  an  unlucky  one  throughout  the  year,  and  unfit  for 
the  beginning  of  any  bufinefs.  But  what  fliadow  of  pretence 
is  there,  that  becaufe  we  commemorate  then  HeroJ^s  doing  -jl 
very  wicked  thing,  we  fhould  abftain  from  doing  fuch  right 
and  proper  things,  as  fall  in  our  way  ?  Not  only  this  fancy, 
but  all  of  this  kind,  are  utterly  without  found.ition  in  reafon, 
fcriptare,  primitive  chriftianity,  or  daily  experience,  if  people 
TvLU  but  mind  what  paffes,  with  common  care  and  fenfe.  They 
fervc  to  no  one  good  purpofe  whatever  :  they  fetter  t4ie  hand 
of  perfons  ;  and  difquiej:  their  minds  with  fuperftitions,  which, 
at  the  fame  time,  are  profane  and  irreligious,  fears  and  obfer- 
vances  ;  as  if  the  providence  of  God  did  not  always  equally 
"watch  over  us  in  our  lawful  undertakings  ^  but  he  hath  gi- 
ven fome  days  out-  of  his  own  hands  into  thofe  of  the  wicked 
one*  Weak  minds,  it  is  true,  may  fall  into  fuch  errors  incon- 
fiderately  without  much  blame.  But  to  caft  them  off,  when 
you  are  warned  of  the  nature  of  them,  is  an  evident  duty.  I 
proceed  to  the  proper  ufes. 

Atjd  furely  one  of  them  is,  to  obferve,  how  pitiable  they  arc. 
-who  live  under  the  arbitrary  government  of  defpotic  princes, 
•  that  ma  J  do,  as  often  as  their  pafSons  prompt  them,  the  cruel, 
left  adlions  without  controul ;  and  to  thank  God  from  the  bot- 
tom of  our  hearts,  that  we  live  in  a  land  of  law  and  liberty, 
where  no  fuch  bloody  commands,  as  thofc  of  Herod,  can  be 
ilTued  forth  :  but  we  enjoy  fecurcly  whatever  is  dear  to  us  j 
and  the  meaneA,  while  innocent,  hath  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  greateft. 

Another  point  is,  to  take  notice,  for  a  caution  to  us,  what 
amazing  lengths  of  fin"  human  creatures  are  capable  of  gmnc:, 
unlcfs  they  flop  themfelves  at  firft  ;  efpecially  when  love  of 
-power  and  dominion  hurries  them  on  :  and  how  poflible  it  i?, 
for  the  vileft  of  dcfigns  to  be  covered,  as  Herod  did  his,  with 
pretences  of  the  utmoft  zeal  for  rt^ligion.  Nor  fliould  we  omit 
to  remark  at  the  fame  time,  how  painful  the  agitations  of  an 
'  evil  heart  muft  furely  be,  while  it  is  working  itfelf  up  to're- 
folutioDS  and  deeds  of  futh  horror,  and  how  terrifying  its  re« 
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fledions  afterwards.     But  efpeciallj  we  fhould  dwdl  on  this 
toeditation,  which  arifes  mod  naturallj  from  the  fubjeft  bidorc 
us,  that  oppofing  bur  own  wifdbm  to  that  of  heaven   \%  the 
groffeft  of  all  follies.     Doubtlefa  the  craftj  monarch,  when  he 
gave  out  his  orders,  applauded  within  himfelf  more  than  a  iit- 
tie  the  prudence  of  this   m after- ft roke  :    and  difpi fed  the  co- 
wardly  politicians  that  have  fcruples,  and  flop  ait  half  wsy. 
But  why  hoafteft  tbou  thy/elf^  tbou  tyrant^  that  tbou  canJtdQ  «.•/- 
chief y  whereas  the  goodnefs  of  God  endureth  yit  daiiy^f  'ITirougK 
thai  wicked  men  will  always  fail,  either  of  the  poiac,  at  whtcli 
thej  aire   aiming,  or  ot  the  happinefs,   which  they   expcSct: 
from  it.     Herod  failed  even  of  the  firft.      The  infants,  whom 
he  would  have  wiihed  to  fpare,  he  deftrojcd :  the  infant,  vhom 
alone  he'wKhed  to  deftroy,  efcaped  him.     So  he  plunged  hinv- 
felf  into  the  deepeft  guilt,  and  gave  up  his  ihemory  to  cndlefi 
infamy ;  and  got  nothing  by  it  of  what  he  hoped.     Thus  wa» 
he  mociedy  not  fo  properly   of  ihe  wife  men^  though  by  meaa^ 
of  them,  as  of  God  himfelf;  according  to  the  predidion,  many 
ages  before,  concerning  hiih,  and  all  relembling  him.     Why  d^ 
the  heathen  Jo  furioujly  rage  together ^  and  the  people  imagink  a 
vain  thing  f  The  kings  of  the  earth  Jland  up^  and  the  rulers  taJte 
counfet  together  again/l  the  Lord^  and  againfl  his  anointed. 
He^   that  dnvelleth  in  heaven^  fball  laugh  them  to  fcomi  the 
isordfhall  have  them  in  derifionj-*    Nor  was  he  difappointed  on- 
ly, which  he   might  know  in  this  life,  though  we  are  not  furc 
he  did,  but  called  foon  after,  in  a  dreadful  and  exemplary  man- 
ner, to  his  final  account :  dying  in   all  the  agonies  of  a  body 
tortured  with  a  complication  of  noifome  difcafes,   and  a  foti 
driven  to  the  extremity  of  fury  and  defpair. 

From  fuch  difpenfations  of  providence  as  this,  axid  from  the 
gracious  promifes  of  God^s  holy  word,  his  church,  though  ten- 
derly afie^ed  by  the  wickednefs  of  its  perfecutors,  as  wdl  as 
the  frequent  fufferings  of  its  members,  may  yet  learn  to  look 
beyond  both,  and  contemplate  with  triumph-its  own  fecurity ; 
the  Ihameful  defeats  of  the  former,  and,  even  if  they  apjHar  to 
focceed,  the  glorious  rewards  of  the  latter.  The  virgin^  tit 
daughter  ofSion,  hath  defpifed  thee,  and  laughed  thee  tofcom: 
the  daughter  of  Jerufalem  hath  fhaken  her  head  at  thteZ' 
ilence  the  days,  on  which  the  apoiUes  and  others  died  martyrs 

have 
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have  been  joyfully  obfervcd  as  their  birth  days  :  and  (bedding 
their  blood,  confidered  as  fowing  feed  for  the  future  increafe 
of  believers.  Hence  alfo  the  memory  of  thefe  infants  hath 
been  celebrated  in  the  affembiies  of  chriftians  from  the  primi* 
tire  times  :  as  we  read  in  a  work,  that  hath,  been  afcribed  to 
Origen,  who  lived  1500  years  ago*.  For  their  murder  was 
regarded  as  a  martyrdom  undergone  by  them  in  deei, 
though  not  in  will  ;  fince  they  loft  their  lives  on  Chrift's  ac- 
count, and,  as  the  colleft  of  our  'church  for  this  feftival  ex- 
f  ruffes  it ^  g/orified  God  hy  their  deaths-^  were  inftrumental  in 
making  the  birth  of  his  Son,  and  his  watchful  care  of  him,  re- 
markable in  the  higheft  degree. 

Let  us  therefore  likewife  pay  due  regard  to  their  memory  ; 
and  look  on  it  as  their  uufpeakable  happinefs,  that  they  were 
ft  nt,  oil  fuch  an  account,  by  the  tyrant's  Cword,  to  heaven,  ia 
the  morning  of  their  days,  fecure  from  the  danger  of  living  to 
be  wickei}  here,  and  miferable  hereafter.  Let  us  alfo  apply 
the  fame  conlideration  to  any  fimiliar  affiidion  of  our  own : 
for  we  cannot  undergo  a  feverer,  and  few,  if  any,  upon  earth, 
have  ever  undergone  fo  feverc  *a  one,  as  that  of  the  poor  par- 
ents of  thefe  children.  Let  us  recollect  from  this  inftru^ivo 
leiTon,  that  the  (harpeft  fuffcrings  may  fall  on  the  moft  inno- 
cent perfons  ;  that  the  nearcft  of  our  relations,  and  dcareft  of 
oar  bleflings,  arc  God's  property  more  than  our  own  ;  but  that 
\f  he  takes  them  fr jm  us,  he  not  only  can,  but  unlefs  it  be  our 
f^ult  will,  make  us  ample  amends  in  a  better  world  :  and  that 
therefore,  though  we  may  lawfully  mourn  the  lofs  of  them, 
yet  we  ought  meekly  to  fubmit  to  it :  fupportcd  by  the 
hope  of  a  bleiTed  refurredion  for  them  and  ourfclves ; 
and  applying  to  our  own  cafe,  in.a  higher  ftnfe,  what  was  oii- 
ginally  faid,  perhaps  in  a  lower,  to  Rachel^  weeping  for  her 
children ;  thus  faith  the  Lord^  reftrain  thy  voice  from  v)eeping^ 
and  thine  eyes  from  tears  :  for  thy  workfhall  be  rewarded^  anil 
tbeyfball  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy  \. 

•  Horn.  3.  b  diverfos.  t  Jef  xxxi.  15,  i^. 
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Psalm  czzviii.  5,  6. 

The  L&rJJtallble/s  thee  out  cfZion^  and  tlovjbaltfee  the  goad 

ofjerujalem  allihe  days  of  thy  life. 
Tta^  th^tt  Jhah  fee  thy  childrens   children^   and  peace    mfem 

IJraei. 

'X'HE  fubjed  of  this  pfalm  is  declared  in   th*  firft    veifr. 

ileffed  is  every  one^  that  fear eth  the  Lord^  that  waiJketb  n 
his  ways.  For  godlinefs  is  profitable  unto  all  things^  bavimg 
promife  of  the  life  that  now  isj  and  of  that  which  is  to  etmte  *• 
The  prefent  happinefs  attending  it  was  indeed  fomewhat  man 
▼ifible,  while  there  was  more  need  it  (hould,  in  thofe  earlier 
times,  when  the  future  ro wards  of  it  werelefs  clearly  difcoTcr- 
ed.  But  in  tvtxj  fucceeding  age  alfo»  the  praflice  of  rciigioa 
and  virtue  hath  appeared  to  all  prudent  inquirers,  the  likelkft 
and  furefl  waj  to  avoid  the  miferies  of  life,  and  fecure  the  co- 
j^jrments  of  it.  The  firft  advantage,  which  the  pfalmift  pro- 
mifes  to  the  pious,  comprehends  in  general  health  and  fuccels 
as  their  affairs.  For  thoufbc.lt  eat  the  labour  of  thine  hamdj : 
happy  fbalt  thou  be^  and  itjballbe  well  with  thee.,  The  next 
is  a  particular  b^elTing  of  the  neareft  concern  ;  the  pofiliBoo  of 
domcAic  and  conjugal  felicity,  in  the  midft  of  a  large  and  wcii 
tordercd  family.  Thy  wife  fhall  he  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  tieJUet 
of  thine  houfe  :  thy  children  like  olive  plants  round  about  thy 
table.  ¥qt  fuch  plants  would  foon  afford  both  an  agrecahie 
ihelter  to  thofe  who  fcail  under  them  in'  the  open  air,  as  the 
eaftern  manner  was,  and  a  coofiderable  profit  to  the  owners  of 
them.     Delight,  fecurity,  and  plenty  at  home,  being  uitully 

the 
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the  principal  objefis  of  defire,  the  pfalmifi  lajs  an  emphatical 
ftrefs  on  them,  by  adding,  Bcbold^  tbusjball  tbe  man  be  bkjid% 
that  fearetb  tbe  Lord*  But  ftill,  as  good  perfons  can  never 
thoroughly  reliib  their  own  private  welfare,  if  the  community 
fuffers  at  the  fame  time,  or  calan^ities  are  likely  (o  befall  it  fooni 
an  aflurance  is  given  them  in  the  laft  place,  vthat  their  exem« 
plary  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  will,  through  his  merey, 
contribute  to  their  being  witnefles  of  the  profperity,  both  of 
their  country  and  their  defcendants  during  a  long  courfe  of 
years  :  Tbe  Lordjball  bUfs  tbee  out  o/Zion,  and  tboujbalt  fee 
tbe  good  o/JerufaUm  all  tbe  days  of  tby  life.  Tea^  tboufbalt 
Jet  tby  cbildrens  cbil^ren^  and  peace  upon  Ifrael:  in  which  con^ 
eluding  part  of  this  mod  pleafing  view  even  of  the  prefent 
condition  of  religious  and  virtuous  perfons,  we  have  it  fignified 

to  USf 

I.  That  a  large  portion  of  their  happinefs  confifts  in  the 
Houriibing  (late  of  their  country. 

li.  That  his  happinefs  is  greatly  increafed  by  a  profpedf 
that  their  own  pofterity  will  cpotinue  to  flourifl^  with  it* 

III.  That  both  thefe  things  depend  on,  and  are  to  be  ezpec* 
ted  from,  tbe  divine  benedidion. 

I.  That  a  large  portion  of  their  happinefs  confifts  in  the 
^urifliing  ftate  of  their  country. 

Every  thing  hath  an  influence  on  onr  enjoyments,  in  propor- 
tion to  Che  (hare  which  it  hath  in  our  aScdions.  And  affec* 
tion  to  the  public  never  fails  to  be  remarkably  ftrong  in  wor* 
thy  breafts.  The  complete  chara&er  indeed  of  focial  virtue, 
if  confidered  in  theory,  is  good  will  towards  all  men.  And  no 
concern  for  a  part  defer ves  praife,  if  it  be  inconfiilent  with  be- 
Hevolence  to  the  whole.  But  the  whole,  even  of  this  earthy 
is  an  objed  fo  vaft,  that  few,  if  any,  can  preserve  in  their  minds 
a  fixed  regard  to  it,  or  entertain  the  fmaUed  hope  of  doing  it 
fervice*  •  Therefore  mankind  is  advantageoufly  divided  into 
many  particular  focieties.  And  a  zeal  in  the  members  of  each 
for  the  benefit  of  their  own  deferves,  not  only  to  be  encourag- 
ed as  a  moft  ufeful  quality,  but  honoured,  as  a  mofl  laudable 
one,  '  It  (hews  a  rfghtnefs  and  greatnefs  of  mind,  capable  of 
Ix^ing  affeded  by  a  conv^dn  intereft  :  it  (hews  the  moft  amiable 
of  virtues,  love,  towards  a  large  part  of  our  fellow-creatores, 
and  implies  nothing  contrary  towards  the  reft.  For  the  real 
good  pf  every  people  in  the  world  is  compatible  with  the  real 
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good  of  c^tty,  other.  To  rule  and  to  opprefs  is  no  good  to 
any  :  and  peace  aad  liberty  and  friendly  interconrfe  for  mu- 
tual convenience  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  xnay  epjoy  at 
once. 

This  virtue  indeed,  as  well  as  others,  hath  been  freqoccilf 
mifunderdood  :  and  f^ilfe  appearances  of  it  unhappily  purfued^ 
Yet  even  then  fo  much  rightnefs  of  intention  towards  their  ovm 
community  was  mixed  in  the  minds  of  men  with  wrong  bthi* 
viour  towards  the   nations   round  them,  that  their   injdftcct 
though   moiifirous,   hath  been  always  confidered   witU  iodcl- 
gcnce,  nay  often  admired  as  heroifiu.     And   the  only  peopie, 
too  fevercly  ccnfured  on  this  heid,  hath  l#eenthe  Jewilb  ;  whufe 
very  law  force  have  charged  with  teaching  til  will  to  the  ftft 
*of  the  world,  thouglv  it  hath  more  precepts  of  compailion  and 
tenderncfo  to*vards  them,  than  perhaps  any  other.     They  were 
indeed  commanded  to  fet  out  with  extirpating  the  Canaanitei, 
and  planting  themfelveb  in  their  land.     But  well  might  hcarea 
decree,   after  a  forbearance  of  feveral  ages,   thne  deftrudicn  of 
thcfe  wretches,  abandoned  at  once  to  the  moft  unnararal  Infts, 
and  the  mod  (hocking  barbarities  :  and  (which  made  their  le- 
covtry  hopelefs)  both  of  them  praftifed,  as  aSs  of  their  reli- 
gion.    Nor  could  the  Jews  be  more  ftrongly  warned  againft 
committing  fnch  enormities,  than  by  being  appointed  to  punift 
them  ;  as  God  may  certainly  punifli,  either  by  his  own  hand, 
or  by  whom  he  will.     But  with  all  mankind  ever  after,  ihej 
were  to  live  in  peace  :  only  avoiding  intimacies  likely   to  cor- 
rupt them,  and  cxtinguifti   that  profeffien  of  faith   in  the  wk 
•true  God,  which  they  weredefigned  to  preferve  for  the  gcoe rri 
benefit.     Accordingly  they  were,   when  free,   as   good  neigh. 
bours,  and  when  conquered,  ajs  good  fi*(:>je£Vs,  as  other  two; 
till  heathen  perfecution  provoked  them  to  hate  even  thofc  hea- 
thens, who  were  no  perfecutors  :  and  then  it  was  lime  for  oof 
Saviour  to  teach  them,  not  the  love  of  tlteir  country   (for  ct 
that,  fuch  as  it  was,  they  had  too  much)  but  the  univerfai  hrc 
of  all  men  :  a  doArine   equally  needful,   though    ctf  differ n: 
accounts,  for  the  Romant  alio,     let  he,  »nd  his   great  apoiti:: 
St.  Pavl^  were  fiiining  ejcamples  of  moil   alTcdionatc  conceia 
for   their  brethrt-n  of  the  houfe  of  Ifracl^   even  while  thty  re* 
ccived'the   cruelcft   treatment  from  them.     And,  though  tt. 
firft  difc'pTes  were  chiefly  private  perfons,  under  one  aVfolurc 
dominion,  and  that,  of  uJibslIcvirg  iragiftratcsi  acd  ccnfqc'.n;- 
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*ly  no  other  poluical  injun&Tons,  than  thofe  of  dutiful  obe^  ' 
«iience  and  uniformly  moral  behafviour,  could  with  propriety 
"be  iMd  upon  them ;  yet  thefe  are  inculcated  with  fuch  diii* 
gence«  and  grounded  on  fuch  principles  in  the  New  Teliament^ 
cb«t  as  ample  a  pro^ifiun  is  made  bj  them  for  the  public  weU 
£arc  as  then  was  feafible  :  and  whoever  will  feriouily  confider 
the  gofpel  rules,  will  be  far  from  aflTeiting,  with  a  late  author  % 
that  the  love  of  bia  country  is  a  virtue  purely  voluntary  in  a 
cbridian.  , 

But,   though  every  pious  perfon  will  always  coniider  the 

}iappinc£>  of  his  country,  as  a  very  ioterefting  part  of  his  owoi 

j-et   the  degree  in  which  he   will  c^nfider  it  fo,  mufl  greatly 

depend  on  the  relation  to  it,  in  which  he  fiands.     And  there* 

fore  they  who  are  dillinguiflied   by  the  more  important  rela« 

tions,  whofe  office  and  bulinefs  eonfiftj  in  being  iLe  minivers  of 

God ybr good i-^  to  numbers,  to  nations  of  their  feilow-creatures 

at  once,   they    muft   have   exalted  fatisfa6lion    in    feeing   the 

pUafure  of  the  Lord  proffer  in  their  hands  t*     Every  iniUnce 

of  national  felicity  mult  warm  their  breuiU  with  lingular  con- 

folattou:  above  all^  when  they  are  conlcious  of  its  anting  from 

their  own  rightnefs  of  mind,  and  vigilance  of  condud :  when 

the  J  know  they  h&ve   defer  ved  from  the  people  under  them 

that  excellent  charafter  of  David :   he  Jed  them  with  a  faithful 

and  true  hearty  and  ruled  them  prudently  with  all  his  power  §. 

II.  The  next  thing  to  be  learnt  from  the  text  is,  that  the 
happinefs,  accruing  to  good  men  from  the  flourilhing  flatc  of 
their  country,  is  greatly  encreafed  by  the  profpcd,  ihat  their 
own  pofttrity  will  continue  to  flouriih  with  it. 
•  The  defire  of  exerting  our  lendereil  affeaions,  which  irt  the 
conjugal  and  parental,  and  leaving  reprefcntatives  ot  ourfelves 
behind  us,  to  preferve  our  name,  inherit  our  fubdance,  and 
carry  on  the  deGgns  of  providence  on  earth,  is  deeply  rooted 
in  our  frame:  it  hath  always  influenced  the  coudud  of  men, 
in  proportion  as  they  have  lived  agreeably  to  the  limplic^ ty  of 
nature  :  and  they  who  have  thought  the  abfolute  reftraint  of 
this  inclination  the  way  to  higher  degrees  of  purity  and  fpiri- 
tual  perfe<5lion,  have  entertained  a  notion  as  evidently  wrong, 
;is  the  divine  conftiiution  of  things  is  right.     But  though  fuch 

imagi- 
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imaginations  arc  grouncDefsy  preclude  the  exetcife  of  oaaf 
virtues,  and  weaken  hutnan  focicty:  jrct  Ac  indidgcoce  of 
irregular  liberties,  however  favourably  their  own  or  ooomoa 
praftice  may  induce  perfoos  to  think  of  them,  piodooes  cfefti 
far  more  hurtful :  overturns  all  good  order,  deOrojs  the  peacs 
of  families,  introduces  endlefs  confofions  and  diftrcflcs,  caufss 
moft  aflaiaing  breaches  of  faith,  tempts  to  moft  execrable  bir- 
parities,  effaces  gradually  all  moral  principles,  and  bcgco 
more  crimes  and  forrows,  than  almoft  any  one  fin  hefides. 
The  facrcd  inftitution  of  marriage  therefore  is  of  the  utnot 
iniportance  to  the  innocence  and  the  happincis  of  mankiod. 
They  who  avoid  it,  as  engaging  them  in  cares  and  tnwbks, 
diilruft  the  goodnefs  of  God,/who  hath  made  every  artick  d 
proper  behaviour,  on  the  whole,  our  prefent  intereft  ;  and  die; 
who  difcouirage  it,  as  many  do  grievoufly,  though  not  pro- 
fefledly,  by  running  into  needlefs  ezpences  ftid  refinemeotSi 
pervert*  for  the  fake  of  vanities  and  foQies,  the  plain  wsj, 
which  heaven  hath  marked  out  for  public  ftrength  and  ptivati 
comfort* 

Now  if  a  likelihood,  merely  that  their  offspring  ftiU  ptf* 
take  in  the  general  felicity,  is  able  to  fill  the  minds  of  Biei 
with  great  emotions  ;  what  tranfporting  refle&ions  muff  tb^ 
have,  whofe  defcendants  appear  deftined  by  the  flations  d 
their  parents  to  be  authors  of  that  felicity  in  their  turn  tfl 
degree  !  How  ftrongly  muft  fuch  a  hope  induce  them  to  fecos 
by  good  example  and  inilrudion  this  higheft  honour  and  bk^ 
fednefs  to'  fuch  as  are  to  inherit  their  dignities !  And  lio« 
warm  a  return  of  moft  affeftionate  gratitude  wfll  they  mait 
»nd  receive  from  mankind,  if  virtue  and  liberty  (hall  not  odI/ 
be  fupported  by  them  in  the  prefent  age,  but  tranfinitted  is 
iucceeding  ones,  by  their  pious  care  of  forming  their  prqgca/ 
to  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  public  good  !  The  profped 
only  of  chiUrem  children  would  have  little  joy  in  it,  withoat 
that  oi peace  upon  Ifraeli  without  a  reafonable  expeQation si 
their  contributing  to  the  true  glory  of  the  family,  from  whid 
x\itj  fpring,  and  the  true  happinefs  of  the  nation,  over  wbki 
they  are  to  prefide.  But  when  due  provifion  is  made  for  this, 
both  fovereign  and  people  may  take  up  the  words  cf  the 
Pfalmift:  Like  as  the  arrows  in  the  band  of  the  giant ^  ntnj^ 
are  the  young  children*     Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  lis  jtnver 
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fmUo/thim:  tlty  Jball  not  he  ajbamei^  ylnn  they  fftak  with 
ibeir  enemies  in  the  gate*.  * 

Bat  then,  gs  ever  we  hope  to  fee  either  our  public  or  our 
private    happioefs  contionei   we  muft  be  careful  to  remember, 

III.  That  both  depend  on  the  divine  benedi&ion. 

JExcept  tbe  Lord  build  the  boufe^  their  labour  is  but  lojl  that 
hmld  it :  except  the  Lord  keep  the  dty^  tbe  watchman  waietb 
htt$  in  main.*^Children^  and  the  fruit  of  tbe  womby  are  an  heri* 
iage  etndgift  that  cometh  of  the  Lordj-.  Thefe  are  the  ezprefa 
declarations  of  holj  writ:  and  both  reafon  and  experience 
humblj  fubfcribe  to  them.  It  b  not  indeed  poffible  for  as  in 
many  cafes  to  difcern  particalarlj  in  what  manner  the  provi- 
dence of  God  conduds  things  :  but  we  maj  plainly  difcern  in 
general,  that  as  the  whole  courfe  ef  nature  is  nothing  elfe  than 
tbe  free  appointment,  which  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  i 
as  the  motions  of  the  inanimate  world  proceed  from  thofe  which 
he  originally  imprefled  upon  it ;  and  all  the  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions of  intelligent  beings  are  donbtlefs  abfolotelj  fubje&  to 
the  influence  of  their  Maker ;  fince  we  fee  thej  are  greatly  fub- 
jed,  and  often  when  they  perceive  it  not,  to  that  of  their  fel« 
low-creatures ;)  it  muft  be  in  his  power  by  various  ways,  per-^ 
haps  the  more  eSe£tual  for  being  unknown,  to  difpofe  of  every 
thing  fo,  as  may  bed  anfwer  his  wife  purpofes  of  mercy  or 
corredion*  And  as  he  evidently  can  do.  this,  it  is  like  wife 
evidently  worthy  of  him  to  do  it ;  for  the  higheft  of  his  titles 
is  that  of  the  moral  governor  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  therefore, 
we  may  firmly  believe  the  fcripture  alTuring  us,  that  he  doth 
it  in  fad  ;  that  he  makes  all  things  wdri  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  himX  and  curfes  the  very  blejings^  of  thofe  who 
love  him  not. 

Whenever  then  we  fiad  our  affairs  going  on  to  our  content, 
our  families  flouriOiing,  our  healths  conftant,  our  hearts  fiill  of 
exultation,  and  didatiog  language  to  us  like  that  of  Davidy  in 
'  ^y profperity  Ifaid^  IJhall  never  be  removed-^  let  us  be  fure 
alfo  like  him  to  add,  thou^  Lord,  of  thy  goodnefs  hajl  made  my 
hillfo  Jlrong^,  In  the  hand  of  God  it  is,  whether  we  (ball 
have  the  things  that  we  wifli  for  ;  whether,  when  we  have  them, 
they  fliall  prove  comforts  or  afflidions,  the  joy  or  the  grief  of 
our  fouls ;  whether  laftly,  if  they  are  ever  fo  dear  to  us,  they 
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^  ihall  remain  ^ith  us,  or  be  fn^tched  from  us :  and  ibereforr, 
it  unfpcakably  concerns  us  all  to  intercft  providence  inourbr- 
half.  They  whom  God  favours  moft,  are  hj  no  means  cxcinp 
from  fufferings  :  but  he  not  only  \vill  always  make  religioiU 
perfons  fall  amends  hereafter,  but  ordinarily  grant  them  deli, 
verance  and  confolatlon  here.  Thus  the  Pfalmrft,  immediairW 
•ftcr  his  above- mentioned  triumph,  had  caufe  to  ful^oin,  tin 
didfi  turn  thy  face  from  me^/and  I  was  troubled*.  But  it  fel- 
lows, then  cried  I  unto  thee,  and  gat  me  to  my  Lvrdn^ 
huinbly\*  Thou  turnejl  my  heovinefs  if.  to  Joy  :  thou  hejl  f^l 
^  my  fackcloth^  and  girded  me  vfitb  gladnefsX* 

Ferfecutions  indeed,  more  or  lefs,  the  apoille  hath  told  CJ» 
^iljhallfuffer^  that  luill  live  godly  in  Chrift^  :  and  partly  m 
that  very  account.  But  in  thefe,  they  (hall  be  enabled  to  tait 
pliq/ure\\^  even  w2>en  they  are  the  heavieft :  and  ufually  iHcj 
are  very  light,  compared  with  the  calamities,  which  the  wick^ 
ed  bring  on  their  own  heads.  The  natural  tendency  of  chrtftua 
virtues  is  to  happinefs  ;  of  fin,  to  nwfery  :  God  hath  p-ppciatfi 
this  tendency,  and   he   will   make  it  effedeaL     If  nations,  ia 

,  the  midtl  of  their  wealth  and  tranquillity,  will  not  (hew  ihej 
are  fenfible,  that  he  beftows  them,  he  will  juftlj  prove  it  by 
taking  them  away.  And  if  thofe  perfons,  w*hom  he  hra 
raifeU  to  fuperior  honours,  and  favoured  with  marks  of  dii- 
tinguiftied  goodntfi,  will-ungratefully  forget,  by  whofc  powft 
and  for  whofe  fervicethey  \^ere  thus  exalted  and  bleffcd,  he  csa 
eafiiy  make  them  know  by  unexped:ed  judgements,  that  the  iicj 
High  rulith  in  the  kingdom  of  men^j  and  doth  according  to  lu 
will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among Jl  the  inhabitants  e/uf 
earth.  But  princes  and  their  people,  joining  together  iothack- 
ful  obeiiitnce  to' the  laws  of  their  great  bencfa£h)r,  will  be 
happy  in  theinfelves  and  each  other,  will  JLine  as  limits  in  tht 
world**  ;  an<J,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  vf^s^ 
their  glory  there  Jhall  he  a  defenceif.  For  God  will  fate  &c<, 
and  build  the  cities  of  Judah. —  ^hepoflerity  alju  ofbisferssrts 
Jhall  inherit  it  ^  and  they,  that  love  his  name,  Jhall  dwetl  th/rrall 
Their  children  Jhall  continue,  and  their  feed  be  eflahlifjd  U- 
fore  him\\. 

•  Vcr.  7  t  Ver.  8.  \  Vcr.  I2.  §  «  Tim.  iii- il- 
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Matth.  vL  i6. 

Moreover y   when  ye  f aft,  be  not   as  the  hypocrites , 

*T|"*HE  pradice  of  fafting  from  a  principle  of  religion  has 
been  thought  of  by  different  perfons  in  fo  very  different 
a  manner;  feme  placing  it  amongft  the  hi|lic{l  doties»  whilit 
others  account  it  mere  fuperfticion :  and  a  gre^  part  of  thofe; 
Who  obferve  it  the  moft  rigidly,  are  fo  Utile  improved  by  it 
in  true  goodnefs :  that,  I  hope,  difcourling  on  this  fabjeft  may 
be  ufeful  in  general,  as  well  as  particularly  fe^onable  at  prc- 
fent,  to  direA  your  judgement  and  behaviour  in  relation  to  it. 
And  therefore,  1  have  chofea  to  treat  of  it  from  words  of  the 
greateft  authority ;  thofe  of  our  bleffed  SaviiDur :  whith  con- 
tain, 

L  A  fuppofition,  that  religious  fading  would  be  ufed  a** 
xnongil  his  followers  :  When  yefajl* 

II.  A  caution  againft  ufing  it  amifs  :  Be  not  as  tbt  hype^ 
crites. 

I.  A  fuppofition,  that  religious  falling  would  be  ufed  a- 
mongft  his  followers  :  which  indeed  he  muft  fuppofe  of  courfe, 
tinlefs  he  forbad  it ;  becaufe  the  cuftom  had  very  long  been^ 
and  was  then,  univerfal  in  the  world.  .Not  only  the  people 
of  the  great  city  and  empire  of  Nineveh^  as  we  read  in  fqrip« 
ture,  but  the  Egyptians^  Greeks^  Romans^  ajmoft  all  nations* 
of  whofe  religion  we  have  any  particular  accounts,  appear  to 
have  been  led,  either  by  nature  or  ancient  tradition,  to  Abftain 
ffdm  their  food,  on  certain  occafions^  as  an  exercife  of  piety* 
The '  Jewidi  law  could  not  be  the  original  pf  skn  obferv^nce. 
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tfiat  had  fpread  fo  wide :  cfpeciaHy,  ai  that  law  appoints*  but 
one  (ingle  day  in  the  whole  jear  to  he  kept  as  a  pnUic  fa0, 
and  gives  no  orders  for  private  fafting  »c  all.  Yet  we  fiisd* 
from  thfe  early  tfmes  of  their  common-wealth  downwards, 
many  other  public  fafls  obferved  by  them,  as  exigencies  re. 
quired  :  we  find  the  prophets  approving  and  enjoising  them, 
and  direding  how  they  are  to  be  folemnizcd  :  we  find  the  moft 
exemplary  in  goodnefs  amongft'them,  taking  this  way  of  hum- 
bling thcrofelves  before  God  in  fccret,  not  only  on  perfontl 
and  domeftic,  but  national  accounts,  aind  gracioufly  accepted 
in  fo  doing. 

The  fame  ufage  continued  to  our  Saviour's  days.  For  we 
read  in  St.  Luke^^  of  Anna  the  prophefefs,  i\i^t  Jhe  feroed  Gnd 
witbfaftings  and  fray  ers  night  and  day.  Indeed  by  this  time, 
over  and  above  feveral  yearly  fafls  appointed  by  authoritjf, 
the  ftriSer  fort  obferved  two  every  week  volamarilyt.  Acd 
not  only  the  Pharifces,  but  John's  difciples  alfo,  failed  often). 
Nor  doth  our  blcffed  Lord  condemn  any  part  of  thefe  things : 
but,  leaving  the  frequency  of  fading  to  public  and  private 
prudence,  regulates  only  the  manner  of  it;  and  by  fo  doin^, 
plainly  treats  it  as  a  praftice,  intended  for  perpetual  ufc.  k 
is  true,  he  doth  not,  in  fo  many  words,  command  his  difctplfs 
to  faft:  he  only  faith,  ^benye/aft.  But  fo  he  bad  Trnid  jot 
before,  to/b^n  then  doft  thine  a/mr/||,  vihen  thou  pray efi%.  And 
had  be  not  defigned,  that  fafting  fiiould  be  confidered  in  fome 
degree  as  a  duty  alfo  ;  he  would  never  have  promifed  a  reward 
fO  the  right  performance  of  it,  as  he  do»h  in  the  next  verfe  but 
one,  after  the  text.  And  brfides.  he  not  only  faded  himfrlf, 
in  a  manner  quite  beyond  our  imitation,  but  declared,  that 
though  then  his  difciples  did  not  faft,  yet  after  he  u;ai  tukn 
from  themy  they  Jhonld^*  \  which  they  verified  accordingly. 
Corneiius  indeed  was  not  yet  a  chriflian,  when  he  faded  to  the 
ninth  hourtt :  but  that  was  amoT>gft  the  means  of  his  bccom* 
ing  Otoe.  We  read  in  the  following  chapters  of  the  A8s^  that 
congregations,  tinder  the  guidance  of  prophets  and  apoftles. 
faded  on  more  oceafions  than  one}t«  St.  Faul  enjoins  private 
^  perfons 

•  Lukt  il  37.      \  Zach  viii.  19.      \  Luke  xvin.  iS.      {  MtttK  ix.  14. 
I  Vcrfc  2.        1  Verfe.  6.        ••Matth.  U.   15.  ft  Aa»jc.  jO, 

'     I)  Atfts  xiih  S|  ly  xir.  25. 


S«R.LXXXVn.         OfaChnJHanFafi.  531 

perfons  to  give  themfelves  at  times  to  fafting  and  prayer^. 
The  whole  chriftiaix  churcb>  from  the  beginning,  hath  b^h  eU 
teemed  and  pra6lifed  it  BOt  a  little:  and  to  this  daj  both  the 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil- powers  continue  to  pi^efcribe  it.  BuC 
for  yet  fuller  fdtLsfaftioR,  and  indeed  for  our  di  red  ion  alfo, 
)ec  us  inquire  more  particularly,  what  its  meaning  and  ufes 
are. 

One  very  ufeful  me^ining  is,  to  exprefs  our  forrow  for  hav- 
ing offended  God,  and  our  fcnfe  61  nut  deferving  die  leaA  of 
hii  favours.  By  foni^  ic  hath  been  thought,  that  our  firll  .par- 
ents introduced  u,'as  a  penitential  memorial  of  their  eating  the 
forbidden  fruic  :  which,  indeed  it  might  tvery  properly  exprtfs* 
Bat  without  infilling  on  this,  fur  which  we  have  no  warraat^ 
abiiaining  for  fome  time  from  our  daily  food  fignifies,  moft  na« 
carally,  that  we  are  uaworthy  of  it  \  and  cau  take  no  isomiott 
in  it,  whilft  we  are  under  the.divUke  difpleafure.  And  as  ao« 
cijently,  every  thing  of  importance  was  denoted,  efpecially  in 
the  eaftern  countries,  by  aAions  as  well  as  wor^  ;  this  was 
probably  the  original  purpofe,  for  which  men  ufcd  fafting. 
And  it  was  then  fometimes  e^itcnded  to  children  and  cattle  ; 
in  token,  that  the  parents  and  owners  of  them  bad  forfeited 
xi^  deared  blcfliugs,  and  moil  valuable  conveniences  of  lifef • 
It  is  true,  a  proper  confefEon  iu  words  would  have  expreflcd 
the  faiv^e  thing,  that  t^is  ceremony  dotbt  and  fomewhat  more 
clearly,  unlefs  it  were  explained  in  words.  But  in  all  likeli- 
hood it  ufually  was :  or  if  not,  the  difficulty  of  underftunding 
XX  cumot  be  accounted  great.  Aud  where  it  is  appointed  by 
authority,  or  prev^ls  by  cuftom,  as  the  cllabliihed  method  of 
fignifying  -humiliation,  we  are  as  much  bouud  to  comply  with 
ir,  as  with  any^ther  appointment  or.cuilom  ;  and  ihoald  b;:  a^ 
juftly  thottghc  difobedienc  or  unfociable,  if  weiefufed:  even 
though  it  had  no  peculiar  advantages  to  compenfate  for  its  bar- 
ing of  lefs  obvious  meaning  :  where.is  indeed  it  hath  confider** 
able  ones.  For  words  alone  are  far  from  carrying  with  thcng^ 
that  energy  and  influence  upon  the  mind,  which  the  fuper^d- 
ded  folemiJty  of  foch  an  abftinence  mud,  even  in  private  cafe^  9 
apd  much  more»  when  whole  tflTemblies,  and  cities,  and  coun- 
xries,  join  in  it.  But  above  all,  when  either  perfons  or  na- 
yons  have  been  remarkably  wicked,  fuch  moving  and  affliding 
X  X  X  a  acknowledgements 
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acknowledgements  of  it  are  fingularlj  adapted  to  produce  more 
powf^ful  and  lafiing  impreffions  on  thofe,  who  make  vSx.  of 
them  ;  and  bjr  that  me.ins  to  render  them  fitter  objefts  cfdi* 
vine  mercj. 

And,  beiides  the  good  effeds  it  may  have,  as  a  flroag  out- 
v^ard  maik  of  repentance,  it  may  be  a  caufe,  by  its  phyfcal 
efFtfts,  of  our  feeling*  greater  degrees  of  iotvard  convictioo. 
The  faculties  of  many  perfons  are  overloaded  by  continual  ex- 
cefs,  and  the  corruptihle  body  prej/iih  down  the  foul*  :  nor  an 
it  exert  itfelf,  till  the  burthen  upon  it  is  lightened.  And  wiih- 
out  wha^  is  commonly  called  excefs,  a  cowilant'courfc  of  hifb 
or  full  living  hatb  fo  powerful  a  tendency  to  immerfc  wr 
thoughts  in  vsrorldly  objeds,  and  make  us,  both  indolent  as  lo 
our  eternal  interefts,  and  fearlcfs  of  the  confeqnences  of  foch 
indolence :  that  all,  who  pafs  their  days  in  the  free  enj^ymnil 
of  plenty,  have  need  frequently  tointerropt  tjjcir  indulgencss, 
however  lawful  in  their  nature :  to  admonifli  themfelves,  bj 
fo  doing,  that  they  have  much  more  impertant  concerns,  thin 
the  gratification  «f  fenfe  and  eafc  :  and  to'vicw  the  ftate  of  thc:r 
fouls  with  attentive  thoughtfulnefs ;  which  abftinence,  andits 
proper  companion  retirement,  would  beget.  Affurcdly  num- 
bers of  them  would  then  fee  their  condition  in  refpeA  of  Gcd, 
and  a  future  life,  in  a  very  different  light,  from  tb2tk.wh5cli 
warm  blood,  gay  fpirits,  and  prefumptuous  imagination*  p-acr 
it  in.  And  for  want  of  fuch  views  it  is,  that  fo  maaj  aic 
grofsly  wicked,  and  fo  many  more  very  imperfe^ily  and  iuW- 
ficiently  good  ;  whom  a  habit  ofconfiderate  felf-rtflraint  wcuid 
render  by  degrees  indifferent  to  earthly  enjoyments,  and  felici- 
tous for  ihofc  of  a^ better  world.  Nay,  eveafingle  afts  off-ch 
rcftraint  will  ufually,  for  the  time,  lower  our  pafiions  iiiio 
fome  good  meafure  of  compofednefs,  and  make  cur  forrcw  fi- 
fin  humbler  and  deeper  :  on  both  which  accounts  falling  is  ciN 
led  in  fcripture,  a(fliSiing  thefoul\.  For  it  jcortiies  the  (iefif« 
of  the  fenfitive  part,  and  enlivens  the  remorfe  of  the  raiitca^- 
By  thcfe  means,  it  may  contribute  much  to  render  our  fa^th 
of  invifible  things  more  lively,  and  our  devotions  moic  fentn'- 
for  which  reafon  fading  is  always  undetflood  in  fcripturf,  to^ 
;\lways  ought  in  pmftice,  to  be  accompanied  by  prayer.  /»£« 
in  proportion  as  it  qualifies  us  to  pray  as  we  ought,  it  iCcrts 

.T  Vifl.  ix.  15.  t  If.  Iviii.  3,  5- 
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us  of  obtaining  our  requefts  ;  whether  they  be  for  averting 
God's  judgeoients,  or  deriving  his  aiercies  upon  us,  in  our  pub* 
lie  capacity  or  private. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  fpiritual  benefits,  for  I  omit  to  men'^ 
tion  the  corporeal  ones,  though  very  confiderable,  which  recom^ 
mend  fading.  And  furely  they  are  at  lead  fofficient  to  keep 
every  pretender  to  ferioufnefs  from  deriding  it,  or  thinking 
meanly  of  fuch  as  pradife  ic.  Though  any  ene  may  judge,  or 
£nd,  it  ever  fo  ufelefs  to  himfelf;  yet  he  cannot  well  know 
^hat  it  may  be  to  others.  And  therefore,  the  rule  of  fcrip- 
tore  is  in  this  fenfc  perfcftly  juft :  let  not  bim,  that  eatetb,  def- 
pife  bim,  that  eatetb  not*.  If  he  doth,  his  contempt  may  light 
on  charaders  of  the  higheft  eminence  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs;  as 
it  happened  in  the  cafe  of  the  royal  pfalmift  :  tbe  reproaches  of 
nbem^  that  reproached  tbee^  are  fallen  upon  me.  I  wept,  and 
chaflened  my  foul  witbfajling  ;  and  that  was  turned  to  my  re- 
froof\. 

But  as  we  ought,  by  all  the  prudence  we  can,  to  fpare  o« 
thers  tbe  guilt,  and  ourfelves  the  uneafiiiefs  and  provocation, 
of  fueh  unkind  treatment :  fo  we  fliould  be  y^t  more  careful 
not  to  deferve  it  in  any  degree  :  and  ihould  therefore  take  dili^ 
ffent  notice,  that  the  text  contains, 

II.  A  caution  againft  ufing  this  pradice  amifs.  Our  Savi. 
ouf  indeed  prohibits  exprefsly  no  other  abufes,  than  fuch  aj 
hypocrites  committed  :  and  mentions,  of  thofe,  only  one  in  par- 
ticular. But  as  he  certainly  meant  that,  merely  for  a  fpeci- 
men  of  many ;  and  defigned,  that  all  ihould  be  avoided ;  it  will 
be  ufeful  to  fct  before  you  others  alio,  moft  of  which  are  con- 
demned exprefsly  fomewhere  in  the  word  of  God ;  and  all  im. 
pi  i city  here. 

Fading  is  a  duty,  not  for  its  own  fake:  for  neither  meat^ 
nor  abflaining  from  meat,  commendeth  us  to  Godt :  but  for  the 
fake  of  its  good  cfFefts.  Proporiionably  therefore,  as  in  any 
perfon's  cafe  it  is  found,  on  impartial  and  full  trial,  to  fail  of 
thofe  efFeSs,  or  to  produce  bil  ones,  which  outweigh  or  equal 
them,  it  ceafes  to  be  a  duty  ;  any  farther  than  the  obligation 
of  fetting  no  hurtful  example,  and  giving  no  offence,  may  juft- 
ly  demand  regard.  And  as  the  cafes  of  different  perfons  dlfFt.r 
extremely,  it  is  either  wicked  tyranny,  or  pitiable  unikilfuU 

nefsy 

•  Rom.  xif.  ?•         t  Pf.  Ixix.  9j  10.  \  l  Cor.  yiiu  «. 
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nets,  to  enjoin,  as  the  church  Q>1  Rome  doth«  .all  perfons  todi» 
jGlain,  lb  olten,  and  for  fo  long  together,  frpoi  eating  fteih;  tad 
^ti^perlons  of  fuch  an  age,  and  fuch  a  ft  are  of  life  and  hedlb, 
to  eat  iMifjy  oi.ce  in  a  daj,  or  little  more,  of  what  tbej  arefaf- 
fcred  to  eat.  Piefcribing  fuch  rules,  as  thefe,  to  the  vbok 
wort. I,  muit  Urirtfi;  hardiliips  and  di/lrdSfes  on  millions  of  per- 
fons, efpeciali y  die  poor,  from  which  thej  can  receive  no  gcod, 
but  maj  fuifer  much  harm.  it  will  give  them  wrong  ooiiaDi 
of  religion,  as  coiiilfling  principaliy  in  outwar4  ohfefTancci 
and  multiplj  grievoufl/  the  temptations  of  fin,  bj  addoig 
imaginary  duties,  that  will  often  be  more  difficult  than  the  mi 
ones.  Tticy  allow  indeed  fome  occaitonal  exceptioMS  from  thdf 
general  rules:  and  jet,  even  did  jthcy  aho  allow  pedbos  to 
judge  for  tlKmfelves,  when  their  circumftaoces  came  widiin 
th  .fe  exceptions,  it  would  ilill  be  9  fource  of  endlefs  doub:s  asd 
fcruples  to  timorous  minds.  But  befides  the  unccrtaintj,  whe- 
ther they  may  in  confcience  defire  to  be  excepted,  thej  are  fuU 
jelled  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  others,  wbcdiec  that  defire 
ihall  be  granted  \  'and  to  a  large  expense  for  it^  if  it  be :  Ab4 
tjiefe  and  other  difpenfatio'iS  are  one  fund  of  wealth  to  M 
clergy  aud, court  of  Rs>me^  which  thej  have  ufed  to  the  viki 
purpofes.  But  in  order  to  our  judging  righdy,  in  what  degitc 
this  will  be  expedient  for  us,  divers  things  ought  to  be  cob&- 
der^d.  Not  many  indeed  of  opr  church,  in  the  prefent  age,  raa 
at  all  into  exceiTive  auflerities  ;  very  far  from  it^  God  knowi. 
Hut  if  any  do,  they  ought  to  be  warned:  and  though  noaedid 
here,  the  chriftian  do£brine  ought  to  be  vindicated  from  cheiffi- 
putation  of  leading  to  fuch  extremes  any  where. 

Fading confifts  in  abjflaining,  wholly  or  in  part,  from  our  onli* 
nary  food*  Abfiaining  wholly  the  former  part  of  the  day  ii 
undoubtedly  the  natural,  and  (hould  be  the  gtnferal  method  o: 
doing  this.  But  they,  in  whofe  cafe  good  reafons  forbid  Im 
may,  by  properly  reft  raining  themfelves  in  the  latter  part,  keep 
their  faft  to  all  good  purpofcs,  after  they  have,  in  ccmmci 
fpeech,  broken  it.  Continuing  a  total  abftinence  longer  ihans 
day  can  hardly  ever  be,  and  fo  long  feldom  is,  either  \&d^^ 
fafe.  And  though  a  confiderable  approach  towards  abfti&etf< 
for  the  whole  day,  if  conduced  prudently,  may  be  allowed  it 
proper  intervals  for  fome  fmall  time,  when  defigned  for  ieli* 
^uniihment  in  great  faults  ;  as  indeed  leflening  our  fail  iato  * 
trifle,  on  any  occafion|.  public  or  private,  would  be  modiiof 

God, 
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God,  cheating  ourfelves,  and  giving  fcandal  or  bad  es^ample  to 
others  :  jet  when  fubduing  irregular  appetites  and  paflions  is 
the  end  irt  view,  moderate  feverity,  and  barely,  if  stall,  exceed-* 
ing  the  (IriAnefs  of  an  exad  arid  rigorous  teaifp»erance,  but  long 
continued,  will  be  moft  effeduth 

Abftaining  from  particular  forts  of  food,  fronx  fieih-meat  for 
inftafice,  as  the  ftrongeft  and  moil  pleifing  fort,  if  it  be  not 
liuttful,  is  very  proper;  and  on  public  fafts efpecially,  as  bein^^ 
the  common  and  moft  vifible  mark  of  compliance  with  what 
public  authority  enjoins.  But  ftill  this  abftinence,  befide^  thaC 
laying  a' great  ftrefs  upon  it  le:ids  to  fuperftition,  or  at  leaft  a!^- 
fords  it  countenance,  may,  to  fome  perfons,  be  no  felf-  denial  at 
aJl,  but  confiftent  with  moft  luxurious  indulgence.  There  are 
many,  to  whom  feveral  forts  of  fi(h  are  more  delicious,  than 
land-animals;  and  perhaps  full  as  nutritive.  Nay^  methods 
tiave  been  invented,  by  which  the  palate  is  hardly  ever  fo  much 
ple^fed,  as  when  it  is  pretended  to  be  monitied.  The  true  di- 
redion  then  concerning  the  fare  of  our  fafting  feafons,  is  that, 
which  the  example  of  the  prophet  Daniel  fumiflies :  In  tbo/e 
Jtays  I  ate  no  pleafant  hread:  that  is,  nothing  contrived  to  gra- 
tify or  provoke  the  appetite,  but  the  plaineft  of  wholefome 
diet.  That  we  ought  to  be  full  as  abftemious  in  what  we 
drink,  as  what  we  eat,  is  very  clear ;  and  both  are  put  on  a 
level  in  the  fame  paflage  oi  Daniel:  Neither  came  Jlejb  nor  wine 
in  my  moutb.  The  fcriptu re  alfo  condemns  every  other  need- ' 
lefs  indulgence  at  fuch  times.  Wherefore  have  we  fajled  fay 
they,  and  thou  feejl  ntt  ?  Behold^  in  the  day  of  your  fift,  ye 
Jind  pleafure*  Nor  can  there  be  a  doubt,  but  intemperance,  or 
even  excefs  of  gaiety,  either  defignedly  preceding  a  faft,  as  is 
common  in  the  Romijh  camaval,  or  following  one,  as  I  fear 
may  fometimes  be  the  cafe  in  other  churches,  intirely  d^ftroys 
the  religious  ufcofit. 

Deluding  ourfelves  by  fuch  contrivances,  and  attempting  to 
impofe  upon  God  the  performance  of  fome  fmall  part  of  what 
he  requires,  inftead  of  the  whole,  is  as  real,  and  more  abfurd 
and  fatal  hypocrify,  than  endeavouring  to  deceive  our  fellow- 
creatures.  It  therefore  comes  direftly  under  the  prohibition 
of  the  text :  and  we  have  peculiar  need  to  be  on  our  guard 
againft  it  at  prefent.  Of  late  years  we  have  obferved  public 
fafts  with  more  ftniftnefs  and  devotion,  than  had  been  feen 
amongft  us  in  the  memory  of  man.     And  fo  far  all  was  well, 

fiuc 
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JBut  have  wt  been  afterwards  uniformly  pious  and  virtiuns, 

'Watchful  againil  all  da,  and  occaiions  of  fin,  attentive  to  osr 

fpiritual  (late  and  the  great  concerns  of  eteraitj?  Or  have  vt 

thought,  that  crowding  the  churches  for  a  day,  and  gbfttims; 

from  a  folly  or  two  for  a  winter,  perhaps  with  an  ill  wiU,  v* 

religion  enough  to  fav\s  the  nation  and  our  fouls  ?  If  aoj  thing 

like  fuch  im£^ginations  have  taken  hold  of  us,  we  have  adalter- 

ated  and  debafed  a  powerful  remedy  into  an  ufelels  and  oif- 

chievous  palliative,   and  while  we  truft  to  it,  are  farther  fr(@ 

the  hope  of  a  radical  cure  than  ever.     And  j^'ere  we  to  ^^ 

more  thoroughly  but  for  a  &ort  time  only,  our  cafe  vill  U 

v^ry  little  better.     0  Epbraim^  what  Jball  I  do  unio  theefO 

Judah^  what  Jball  I  do  unto  thee  ?  For  your  goodnefi  is  an 

morning  cloudy  and  as  the  early  due  it  goetb  away  *•    Let  u 

therefore,  now  and  at  all  times,  confcientioufly  beware  of  dus. 

and  every  error,  in  refped^of  religious  mortifications.  Let  usaei* 

ther  fuperflitiouily  over-value,  nor  profanely  defpife,  inftiu* 

tions  for  that  purpofe :  neither  treat  our{eIves   with  ODpitfe- 

able  harlhnefs,  nor  with  hurtful  indulgence :  aekher  be  rskr 

*nced  by  fervile  dread,  nor  by  irreverent  prefumpficSi^'Aeitkr 

fubmit  our  confeiences  to  the  commands  of  mtn«  aa  if  theyiiNP 

dodrines  of  God  \  nor  contemptoonfiy  rejeft  prbper  helps  fa 

obeying  the  laws  of  God,  as  werthleb-  invecniotts  of  IMI' 

neither  exalt  the  means  into  the  fame  rtiik,  with  the  end,  a' 

bope  to  arrive  at  the  end  without  the  means*     Let  us^  afartke 

example  of  the  holy  apoftle^  rirn,  as  not  unctrtaimiy  ;fi^ 

as  n^t  beating  tbe  air:  bat,  with  ftrid  ^aod  yet  pradcitdiia' 

pline,  beep  under  tbe  hody^  and  bri^g  it  iato  fubJeEtiok^*   f^ 

€9mry  mam^  tbat  ^riveib  fyt  tbe  mq/lery^is  temferaU  it  «^ 

4bmgs.     Now  tbey  do  it  t^ohiam  a  cwrnptible  cr9yt%%^.^ 

am  incmruptMe  X-    Which  that  we  may  obttuot  &-c. 

♦  .  .   ".  It  ." 

•  Hof.  vi.  4-  t  I  Cor.  U.  aft,  27.  \  1  Cor.  \x.  \y 
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Prov.  xxii.  I. 
jl  good  nanie  is  rather  to  be  cbofen^    tban  great 

riches^  > 

IT  feems  very  natural  to  wiftx^  that  amldft  the  great,  variety 
of  things,  which  qn  various  accounts  appear  deiirable  in 
this  w^^d^we  could  pafs  a  right  judgment  concerning -the 
proportionable  value  of  each:  that  fo  we  might  detem^n^ 
what  £bare  of  our  attention  they  ttverally  merit  ^  and,  when 
they  interfere,  which  ought  to  have  the  preference!  Yet  this 
we  find  to  be,  in  moft  cafes,  far  beyond  our  ikill.  Whether 
power,  or  wealth,  or  eafe,  an  afijve  or  a  contemplative  life^  a 
private  ftation  or.  a  public,  this  profeffion  and  employment  or 
that,  be  more  eligible ;  always  hath  been  difputed,  and  always 
will.  For  the  decifion  will  depend  on  circumftances  too  nu- 
merous an,d  too  uncertain  to  be  confidered  with  ezadnefs. 
And  indeed  it  is  for  the  interefl  of  mankind,  that  the  anfwers 
.  to  queftions  of  this  fort  ihould  be  involved  in  obfcurity.  For, 
fuppofe  we  all  kpew  how  to  chufe,  yet  we  could  not  all  have 
our  choice.  And,  as  the  whole  muft  conlift  of  very  diffcrcni: 
parts ;  it  is  well  that  our  not  knowing,  which  condition  would  ^ 
be  the  beft  for  us,  contributes  to  our  receiving,  as  we  are 
bound,  whatever  falls  to  our  lot,  with  a  chearful  ac^uiefcence 
in  the  appointment  of  Providence. 

But  though  our  Maker's  wifdom  ha^  left  us  greatly  in  the 
dark  about  fuch  matters,  in  which,  taMng  one  courfe  or  ano- 
ther is  but  feldom  of  confiderable,  if  any,  importance  to  the 
mxA  important  of  all  things,  the  performance  of  our  duty : 

Vot.  II*.  Yyy  yet. 


J 38  On  Good  CbarcBer,  or  Sfh.  LXXXVIiL 

yetj^  in  Whatever  hath  a  ftated  connexion  with  that,  he  bath 
given  us  plain  direftions,  hoth  By  reafon  and  fcriptuTc,  bow 
we  are  to  judge  and  behave.  Now  there  15  cothing  Korc 
clofelj  cpnnedJed  with  virtue,  than  reputation :  and  ti.treforc 
he  hath  coniieded  it  as  clofely  with  our  happinefs  :  nctcrJy 
teaching  us,  by  nature,  to  efteeni  it  as  the  chief  of  outward 
tlelSngs  ;  but  by  revelation,  to  preferve  and  cheriih  it  with 
afliduous  cariC.  The  text,  which  I  have  read  to.  vco,  prefers 
\a  good  na:rte  to  great  riches.  Another  faith,  it  is  Better  ttcs 
^precious  ointment  * :  that  is,  than  th6  coftlieft  perfumes  that 
were  anciently  ufed,  in  the  gaycft  entertainments  of  the  tc 
luptuous,  or  the  fuperal  honours  of  the  great.  ]  And  throogb- 
^  out  the  word  of  God,  we  are  excited  by  examples,  as-  we3  2$ 
precepts,  to  aim  diligently  at  obtaining  a  good  \€fort\,  Ac- 
'  cordingly,  mankind  in  all  ages  have  been  ftrongly  influerccd 
by  this  principle  ;  and,  ixi  »,  great  meafiire,  to  what  they 
ought*  *       •        .       -  . 

But  ftill,  as  the  moft  powerful  motives  are  apt  to  be  fligbt- 
cd  by  feme,  and  ^the  righteft  perverted  by  other^:  there  «£ 
numbers,  who  profefs  to  have  fcarce  any  regard  to  repiitz- 
tion ;  and  ftill  greater,  who  pay  it  a  very  undue  regari 
Therefore;  it  may  be  ufeful  to  fliew  you  the  wrongoefe  aad  tSc 
danger, 

L  Gf  having  too  little  concern  about  it- 
IT.  Of  having  too  much. 

I.  Of  having  too  little.  One  meets,  not  ^ery  uncomxacnlj, 
with  thofe  who  affeft  A  perfefl:  indifference  to  what  a  fiUj  t^ 
malicious  world,  that  hath  nothing  to  do  with  thbm  or  their 
afiair^,  may  pleafe  to  think  op  talk  about  them.  I  fay,  ttty 
affedl  this  ;  becaufe,  for' the  moft  part,  it  is  mere  affcdtitioa: 
and  while  they  pretend  not  to  be  moved  at  all  by  what  is  re- 
ported of  them,  they  plajhly  are  moved  by  it  greatly :  not  c- 
^  nough  perhaps  to  condiift  tbemfeKes  with  more  difcretion  u^ 
**  on  it,  (and  fo  much  the  worfc  for  them  ;)  but  enough  to  k 
w^rj  une.ify  and  angry  about  it.  Now  Avhat  really  dxftu^ 
them,  it  is  a  folly  to  put  on  the  air  of  defpifing :  and  the  calf 
fenfible  method  is,  to  take  care  and  avoid  it. 

But  they  plead,  thaj  avoiding  cenfure  is  impoiEble  :  pcop*^ 
..•.••.-  vfll 

^  Eccl.  vii.  I.    t  1  Sam.  ii.  24. ,  Pror.  xv.  50.    AdU  tL  j.x.  21.  ts^^ 
Phil.  iv.  8.       I  Tim.  iii.  7.       Hcb.  xi.  a.      3  John  12- 
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win  fay  ill-natured  things,  and  mak^  fpiteful  conftniaions  f 
ibme  will  always  be  raifing-ftorics,  and  others  belifeving  them: 
and  why  fhould  one  give  one's  felf  trouble  to  prevent  what 
after  all  cannot  be  prevented  ?  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  th« 
world  is  very  cenforious :  but  it  is  by  no  means  true,  that  they 
xvho  keep  on  their  guard,   and  they  who  do  not,  far%  alike  in 
it.     Sometimes    indeed   very   innocent  and  prudent  perfon^ 
may  fall  under  ^ery  cruel  imputations  :  but  thty  rarely  con- 
tinue under  them.    And  therefore,  if  it  be  not  a  rule  without 
exception,  It  is  one  with  but  few  exceptions,  that  whoeve|^ls 
much  and  generally  and  long  evil  fpoken  df^  hath  been  fauttyc 
\^rj  pi'obably  not  in  the  degree,  perhaps  not  in  th^  manner,  that 
is  ciiarged  :  but  there  hath  been  either  an  approach  towards 
it,  o;r  a  blanreable  appearance  of  it^  or  fomething  or  another 
that  fhould  not  have  been ;  elfe  fo  mahy  wH^uld  hot-have  jud- 
ged, or  at  leaft  have  perfifted  in  judging,  fo  iinfavourably. 
Still  their  judgment  toay  be  a  finfiil  one.     But  why  fiibuld 
we  tempt  them  to  that  fin  ?    It  is  hurting  both  them  and 
ourfelvcs.     Profeflin^  to  defpife  the  ill  opinion  ofmajDkind> 
creates  a  flirewd  fufpiciohi^  that  y^e  bav^  defervcd  it.     For  if 
we  have  not ;  why  do  we  lie  fo  quiet  under  it  ?  Why  not  ex-, 
plain  our  paft  condu£l,  if  there  be  opportunity  \  or,  howe^'er, 
watch  fo  carefully  over  our  future  behaviour^  as  by  degrees 
to  filenee  calumny  ?    It  is  our  duty,  not  only  to  be  harmiefs, 
but  ufeful  in  the  world  ;  and  of  what  ufe  can  any  pcrfon  hope 
to  be  whom  obloquy  depreciates,  and  expofes,to  diflike  ?    It  is 
our  duty,  not  only  to  be  virtuous,  but  examplary  in  virtue  : 
and,  inftead  of  tli^t,^  we  appear  examples  of  wickednefs,  if  we 
«€glca  afperfions  thrown  upon  us,  when  we  could  wipe  them 
off.     And  as  every  new  example  of  it,  real  or  feetnijng,  adds 
pew  encourr.gement  fo  it ;  the  worll  of  finners  hcinoufly  ag- 
gravate their  fins,  by  ibewing  tl^at  .th^y  are  not  ^fli^we4  of 
them  ;  befi^es  the  imprudence  of  provoking  private  andipMb^ 
lie  indignation  and  contempt. 

Bqt,  let  the  guilty  manage  as  they  .will>  furely  the  ii^npcept 
muftfee,  that  their  inter^  is^  .not  to  confound  thetiifoives 
with  the  former,  and  fliare  in  their  reproach  by  diixega^ding 
reputation,  but  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  a  conftant,  though 
unafFeaed,  attention  to  it.  Ill  people  may  have  their  ends,  in 
Aefiting  that  you  fiiould  appear  like  them :  but  your  bufinefs 
is  to  appear  different  from  them :  otherwife  you  are  fo  far 

^  y  J  %  virtuoui 
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virtuous  to  no  purjpofe.  .Aiid  th^i'cfoV^,  yotifbrgA  ja/eML 
ftrapgely,  if  you  can  give  u^  an  itfvkfttage,<h&t'b  ptei^Pto 
you.  A  gopd[  name,  of  all  tilings j'*fe  ivhtit'*1>ad  peifen  can- 
not fecure.  And  therefore  you,  ttat'caii;'Afir^H  oa-da  ic 
count  fail  of  doing  it.     '"    '''^  ^ii\i   ..../. 

The  judgment  of  others"  tottcertiiftg  tts  itlifervetf^  K!er^< 
and  to  pay  it  none,  is  a  fhocking  -want  of  modell jK  Bcfides, 
prefervatioti  of  mutual  efleem  makes  per foi^'^amlatile  Co  aril 
other:  and  in  that  way  conirihuteis  largdj^  to' their  oonwa 
hagpinefc.  For  it  is  hateful  to  think  of  Hving  ih  %bc>Mlft  of 
bad  charaders  only :  and  that  fingle  qotif{deta?ti(m  ftcyi^M'tgLcite 
us  powerfully  to  keep  the  face  of  things  from  faaTitig  that 
look.  But  further,  the  fetife  of  fhame  was  given  os  1^  oor 
Maker  for  a  guard  to  our  feiife  of  duty.  And  ^'  <#ei^n^ii 
many  occalions,  every  guard  that  we  can  iiav^e  ;  JiS^kaOw  vot 
what  evils  may  follow  throwing  afide  this*  •.  Perfoti$^  wfca 
care  not  what  they  are  thougUt,  arc  in  a  vt&ry  likely -way  iMt 
.  to  care  what  they  do.  And  theiefbr^  St  'Pftal  hath  mA 
judicioufly  interniixed,  as  being  intimately  conne6led>  regiid 
to  prin6iple,  and  regard  to  charader.  Wbatfbt^eir  tbmp^mn 
true^  whatfoever  things  are  hoftourahle  ,•  whai/oevtr  /fciSjgir  m 
iovefyf  'whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report  ;  if  thermit  tt^ffW^ 
tue,  and  if  there  be  anypraife  ;  think  on  thefe  tbtngt^. ' 

But  were  contempt  of  reputation  ever  foconfiftent  TtitbcHf 
innocence,  it  would  be  greatly  contrary  to  out  ititereA  rtbt- 
withflanding.    A  loft,  or  even  a  doubtful  fame,  in  feme  p^iflt^ 
fixes  an  almoft  indelible  mark  upon  perfons,  which  dc)Mtrc» 
them  of  maiiy  advantages  in  life,  and  often  delivers  thectt  over 
to  fcorn  and  wretchednefs,  for  the  reft  of  their  days»    N*t, 
even  when  nothing  bad  can  be  faid  of  any  one,  yet  if  bat  little 
good  can,  this  alone  will  ufnally  have  an  unhap|>y  inflmice 
on  his  future  fitnation  :  whereas  an  eminently  t$xt  clnAfler 
^repoffefles  every  body  in  the  favour  of  him' wii6  hcMx9  it:  «• 
gages  friendly  treatment,  begets  ttuft  fmd  confidieBecy  givcf 
credit  and  weight.    Such  will  always  be  feiight  after  and  «d- 
ployed,  refpefted  ih^their  p^ofperity,  affiftdd -lUider  IKftrefe: 
in  fliOrt  this  diftindion  is,'  in  effeA,  beyond  all  that  tat  te 
named,  honour,  and  ^ower,  and  weallh. 
But  then  further,  it  is  plea(\ire  too^  which  only  oim^  <AMt^ 

jicar 

^  •        *Phil.iv.8. 


S«SL  LXXXVin*        General  Efiam  of  ManHnd.  54! 

tticar  9kin  to  it,  can  exceed  or  equal.  For  next  to  the  Confci- 
01161C&.  of  beingf  good  and  wortbj;,  that  of  being  efiecmed  fo; 
d^ially  by  thofe'  who  are  fach  themfelves,  is  undoubtedly 
the  joyfuUeilf^ng  in  the  heart  of  man,  and  diffufe^  the  high:. 
eft  fatisfaftipn  through  every  iatercourfe  of  life.  But  very 
Rfflifting  muft  their  inward  fenfations  be,  who  know  they  are 
juftly  hated,  fufpefted  or  defpifed  :  and  in  the  midft  of  fociety 
muft  wander  about,  unefteemedyand  friendlefs. 

Aether  very  material  confideration  is,  that  though  offen- 
ders often  return  completely  to  their  duty,  it  is  but  feldorii 
and  imperfeaiy  that  they  ever  regain  their  charaSers,  when 
once  forfeited :  whe jeas,  by  preferving  them,  they  fecure  not 
only  many  and  great  prefent  benefits,  but  the  pleafing  profpeft 
in  which  our  maker  hath,,  with  unfpeakable  goodnefs,  formed 
ns  to  delight,  of  leaving  an  honourable  memory  behind  them 
for  their  family  to  inherit ;  and  a  valuable  bequcft  it  frequent-^ 
ly  proves:  while  hereditary* infamy  is  the  cruel  portion,  that 
others  leave  to  their  pofterity  and  kindred.  Have  regard  to 
thy  name^  faith  the  wife  fon  of  Sirach^  for  thatjball  continue 
above  a  tboufand  great  treafures  of  gdld.  A  happy  life  hath 
but  a  few  days  z  hilt  a  good  name  tndurethfor  e^er^.  On  all 
accounts  then  it  is  our  wifdom,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  provide 
for  honefl  things^  not  only  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  but  alfo  in 
thefight<fmen^»  ^ 

Still,  it  muft  be  owned,  there  are  occafions  on  which  he- 
glefting  both  parts  pf  this  rule  may  appear  the  fhorteft  way 
to  worldly  profperity.  But  thefe  appearances  are  often  de- 
ceitful«  And  when  they  prove  fuch,  what  hath  the  wretch, 
who  ventures  upon  this  courfe,  done  I  He  hath  loft  his  honour, 
ajdd  loft  his  peace,  and  got  nothing  for  t^em*  But  whatever 
he  gets,  he  will  find  his  bargain  at  laft  a  veryulear  one.  He 
will  feel  himfelf  inwardly  no  longer  the  fame  man,  that  he 
was :  he  will  fee  himfelf  treated,  by  the  better  part  of  jnan- 
kiod.at;  le^,  with  the  coldnefs,  which  he  knows  to  come  ftiort 
of  hid  defert ;  the  refped  paid  him  by  the  reft  will  be  of  very 
uncertain  duration  5  aod,  while  it  lafts,  he  will  perceive  it,  by 
miny  a  token,  to  be  mere  eutiide*  He  will  be  afraid  perpetu- 
ally, that  fome  turn  of  affairs  may  take  away  from  him  the 
odtraatagea  of  his  bafeoefs,  and  leave  him  only  the  ignominy 
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of  it.  Or,  how  well  foever  be  xnajr  efcape,  or  bow  Htdc  fo- 
cvttF  ^  ^^7  yalue,  the  (kame  of  this  worlJl  5  that  of  xJbk  neit 
can  neither  be  avoided  nor  jcontenined.   . 

There  can  be  po  doubt  then^  but  reputation  deferves  a  Tcry 
great  regard.     And  therefore  I  proceed, 

IL  To  warn  you  againil  fliewing  an,oyer-great  regard  to 

it.  ... 

Many  fccm.to  think^  that. a  fair  appearance  is  all  thej 
want :  and  accordingly  take  little  care  to  fupport  it  by  reali- 
ty. But,  without  tlie  latter,  the  former  will  quickly  be  fotr 
tbroiugh^  And,  ia  the  ixxt^n  tiine^  -while  few  or  none  el* 
know  them,  their  knowledge  of  themfclv^es^  and  perpetual 
fears  that  others  wiU  find  them  out^  nauft.  furely  leave  tlitu 
very  j&nall  jpleafure  in  having,  as  the  fcripture  es^prefles  i^,  a 
name  that  they  Iwe^  and  being  11^  xxnth  de(id*» 

Many  more,  if  they  are  guilty  of  nothing,  which  the  worU 
thinks  ci^ormous,  imagine  they  are  quite  a6  go<x]i  as  tliey  nerf 
to  be:  forgetting,  that  the  Lor4/etth  not  as  manjeeth^^  but 
often  that^  which  is  highly  ejleemed  ainongjl  tnen^  is  ahomu' 
tion  in  thejight  o/GodX^-'who  knows  the  fccret  fprixj^  wbcna 
every  word  and  aflion  flow,  let  us  reflet  then,  that  we  arc  to 
^prove  our  lives  and  hearts,  not  merely  to  our  fellow- cro* 
tures  i  but  to  our  Maker,  who  is  perfeft  in  holineis:  tint 
we  may  indeed  have  whereof  to  glory  before  fiten  ^  hut  we^an 
«or  before  God§;  in  wht^e  jight  Jho^ll,  no  mc^n  living  hejufilid^ 
by  his, own  works*  BleJ/ed  is  he^  to  whom  faith  in  ChriJ*, 
produ&ive  of  continual  ftudy  to  amp^  and  4ii;^prQv«^  ir 
counUdJor  Kighteoufnffs :   for  to  him  the.  Lord  vHilmt  sfffMU 

But  a  ftillcworfe  degree,  if  poffiUe,  of  ioimcdjeratc^wjV^ 
to  our  reputation  is,  when,  to  raife  p^.proferTc*  it,  vrc  tiant 
grefs  our  duty.  And  it  is  furcly  a  (Irangje  pervcrfentis » 
human  nature,  that^  though  fear  of  difeileem,  with  tvieiy  *• 
ther  motive  added  to  it,  is  frequently  infufl&cient.to.keepii* 
from  afting  wrong  ;  yet,  00  other  oocafionjs,  that  £ear  akat^ 
in  oppofition  to  every  other,  moti^'^,  is  abundantly  fufficktf 
to  keep  us  from  ading  right.  Cuftom  and  faflaoa  h«vc 
.brought  fome  parts  of  morals,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  pie^i 
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into  x^tXRT  difgrace.     At  leaft  too  manj  cither  imprudently 
chufe,  or  unhappily  ^all  into  fuch  acquaintance,  that  they  moll 
lofe  their  charaSer  with  them,  unlefs  they  will  throw  off  their 
virtue  and  religion.   No  wonder  if  poor  thoughtlefs  (^reatures 
often  link  under  tHs  temptation.     But  wo  to  tho/e,  by  whom 
tl^  offence  Cometh  *:   who,  not  content  to  be  vicious  and  pro* 
£ane   themfclves,   add  unprovoked  the  further  and  greater 
wickedncfs  of  perfecuting  others  by  ridicule  and  inveftivc  in* 
to  the  fame  guilt.     A^  perfecutign,   however,  far  from  being 
formidable  enough  to  afford  any  tolerable  excufe  for  fuch  as 
yield  to  it.     The  vain,  and  fliewy,  and  bold,  who  call  them- 
selves the  world,   and  pretend  to  difpofe  of  contempt  and  ap- 
plaufe  ai  they  will,  have  it  not  fo  entirely  by  any  means  In 
th(?ir  own  hands,  as  they  would  feem*.     For,  befides,  that  the 
nature  of  things  cannot  be  altered ;   were  the  number  of  fuch 
perfons  larger  than  it  is,  yet  their  weight  js  not  anfwerable 
to  it.     And  though  the  wife  and  good  may,  in  proportion,  be 
few ;  yet  their  judgement  is,  and  will  be  refpefted  by  many. 
So  that  whoever  is   truly  difpofed  to  be  pious  and  virtuous 
will  never'want  competent  proteftion.  If  he  doth  but  feek  for 
it  by  cahivating  proper  friendlhips  ;  but  let  the  generality  be 
evcfr  fo  bad,  will  gain,  upon  the  whole,  more  reputation  than 
he  lofes,  by  adhering  to  his  duty. 

Yet,  fuppofing  this  were  otherwife,  it  fliould  be  confidered, 
that  the  efteem  of  the  worthlefs  is  very  111  purchafed  at  the 
price  of  becoming  like  them  :  and  that  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
iquences  daily  proceed  from  perfons  Ueing  led  by  the  foUy  of 
others,  rather  than  their  own  good  ferife,  and  that  of  their  dif^ 
creeter  and  more  experienced  friends.  But  above  all,  it  ihould 
he  con&dQTed,  hovf /mail  a  thing  it  is  to  be  Judged  of  nua^s 
judgement y  when  he  that  judgeth  us  is  the  Lord\:  >  who  hath 
exprefsly  faid,  what  he  will  aff^redly  verify,  them  that  honour 
fne^  I  will  honour  r  and  they  that  defpife  me  Jhalt  he  lightly  e^ 
JteeviedX'  Seldom  will  this  fail  in  *the  prefent  lue  :  but  never 
in  the  next :  when  they,  tuhojleep  in  the  dttft  of  the  carih^Jball 
a-oyake;  fonu  to  e^oerlajling  Ufe,  and  fomc  to  Jriafne  and  ever~ 
fafing  contempt^.  Therefore,  notw it hftanding  all  the  cenfurcs 
of  this  world,  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  isfet  before 
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ps;  looiiMg  ,uiUo  yffifi,  tte  autfi^  andpafiter  ^f  mr^fmAi^ 
who  endured  tke  cr^Sy  defpifing  the  ^bamf^  ^nd  is  fit  d^of^ 
tb^Tdgbt- band  of  tbf  throne  of  Qo4^;,'      -  ..        ;  - 

Another.  caSs,  in  whkh,  to  preferyi^^  c}uuni£ker,i^dii  Acir 
acqnaantasce,  perfoinSi  wiU  6f>  -wl^^e^pty  one  cI£e(  i^i^ 
themfeWes  often,  fee  ta^  wrong,  Uxtp^  of  pai^^iiaf^kfdm^ 
Verj  f recently  prejudices  of  ediicatio%i  Wiidlj  intexf^  f^ 
hemence  of  temper  harry  them  into  it.  Bnt  frequcatlj  i^ 
thexr  fole  inducement  is»  that  if  ^y  fkouU  ftop  ibos^.th^r 
frienda  lyould  look  coldly  upon  the'm,  «nd  ihinkiiifsanlyji 
them ;  and  they  cannot  hear  the  reproach  of  iioc  ib%Y^  bees 
true  to  their  fide<  What  a  wrelched  principle,  cow  is.  ^\ 
And  ret  toleraUy  good  perfons  will  be  carried  ftcf^^ka^. 
by  it :  and  others^,  any  lengths  whatever.  'W^  &tfi  i^& 
John,  that  on  hearing  oor  Saviour^s  dJArouffes,  moi^t  amfi 
the  chi^ rulers  of  tke  JewB,  inwardly  btHe^ed  0^  iim»  ^  ^ 
eaufe  of  the  Pharifees^  they  did  not  comfefs  him,  Ufi  tbefjMiih 
put  out  of  the  Synagogue.  For  they  fqved  the  prai/e  ofmn^ 
p$0jr^  than  the  praife  of  God\m  Now  jnft  the<fiuae  things  ^lid 
got  the  better  of  their  conTiOion  in  this  re%efty  gcsts^tjkte^' 
of  moft  men^s  in  one  refpeft  or  another;  a»d  theji!.wfl}<Qpti»' 
fle£ly  that  as  the  temptations  to  raifeor  preferve  a  repi^tddS 
by  joining  in  the  exceiles  of  party,  are  o/ten  fbe^tnoft^lnflii^ 
and  eafieft  to  be  refilled,  that  cm  be ;  fo^  when  ik^rtisi  '^^ 
harder,  the  dnty  is  ftill  the  fame ;  but  the  viApry  wiU  ta  tkl 
ZDore  honourable,  and  the  reward  the  greateff&  *  .  ...inr ,.  ' 
A  further  inftance,-  and  a^ery  criminal  ^ne,  .ofpts&xjiBf 
the  good  opinion  of  others  to  their  own  confcieacD  is^  whia 
perfons,  having  been  guilty  of  fome  foUy  or  fin,  mlLbcgiilVI 
of  aimed  any  thing  to  cover  it,  rather  than  t&spofethfiiDMw 
At  <me  time,  they  will  inunediately  comtnit  a  very  jreirt  Mt 
to  conceal  a  very  fmalt  one.  At  otherr,  .they  ^dll'faegia»  i^ 
that  purpdf^,*  only  with  what  feems  a  piretty  han^deft*frte(» 
greflion.  But  that  doth  not  fucceed,  perfaa^-entomgka^ttkcs 
yet  woHe:  and  fo  they  ate  drawn  on,  tiU,  ioAoid  of  ^aifisft; 
kt  ftrft  a  fingle  error,  they  are  ihamcfiiHy  CDflviaed  at  \Ad 
many.  But  if  they  could,  by  ftKhmcansy  efcape  crvcf^Mt^ 
thefe  are  noti  means^'bjr  which  they  ought  to  efcapeJ  £si>* 
an  innocent  perfoii  bath  no  right  to  ufe  other  thaB  nnacor 
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xn^hoiis*  fbr  hii  ^bAw*»  BStifcfi  Ifefi  i^- Mvin^  dflir^  ^e  bad 
thing  ah  exctife-  fitr  /dftifl^  W-fcionA;  •  So  far  indeed  w  hooeft 
prudence  will  hide  our 'di^iiicei  VeftW^dottbttefcvitt  die  right 
to  cmip%'it';  '''BW  if  fliftf  Hrill^tK^  ftifflt?**;  Wtait  wc  havedc- 
fervtd  WfeMrtrft  ^fietiHy  tindergfi*,  as  a  jaft  tor  rc^itfii;  and  &• 
lutarjr  J^ifjlintr  t'ift  -jirbduce  Tep^fttanbe.  Th^e  liee  out  way 
back :' and  it  is  in  vAid  t6  feek  for  any  other.  If  we  axe  dif- 
pofed  to  takb  t!i}s  only  right  courfe^>aII'gbod|)<rfe&s  willthxnk 
it  a  duty  f!ri6ny  t»indit!g\theitt  (fol:  indeed  it  ilr  an  important 
o^fe^'tb  make  oiir  rehirti  as  cfdfy  td/tis,  ag  poffibk  ?  never  td 
reproach  u^  tnor6  Wifli^Wtiar^we  hdv^heajfcByi^ofldemned«or« 
felves  f&r ;'  but  Mtd'u^'in  th«lt  lionou'f,  ctf  whiteh  a  true  peni- 
tent ihttyftrtnetifne^  deferve  a  higher  dfegtee,  thani  thofc  tvho 
TieTer  olfeiMed* '  Aftd'lhotigh  the  world  {honld^  aa  probably 
it  wffi^  db  -as  tti^ '^nftfee )mvrrapcx£9&iy ;  -yet  bcarixig,  in  a 
^ttuotis  i&ittiffer)  >whai%vei^  ihame  cmr  faalCB  "may  bring  upon 
Us  tn' tills  Tifty'  wilt  cohtribote  t^  incr^e  oor  glcrf  in  the 
.next*       •  ;^  "^  '-*•'«  '  '•  '•  ■•    *       •  ,      .•  \    -       ' 

'<!)ii«rothM''bad'l9ay  6S  aiming  at  repttation,  ^blckiAuftbiB 
ifte4it9^n«dy  is^  i^CpA  vw  demdifii  that  of  odiers,  to  raife  our 
o^fi;««ad^1yaild  it  Mr  dK  ruins.  Every  one -feels  hovi  grioi. 
vtttti- th&^iiyjuyy-iiy'i^heiii  dont  t»  htmfelf:  and  therefore 
klftotv^'fh^  wick^fiefn  of  doin^  it  to  his  neighbour.  Nortru*- 
ly  i»  the'fblly  tnuch  lefs.  Let  .anoUier  perCna's  charaAer  in 
sdiy  t€(p^  he  thoaght  or  proved  ever  fo  contemptible^  or  fp 
bad,  mine  continued  >fa«it  jcft  what  it  was*  Jinii  a^  for  any 
l|0p0,:ah4r;iC  ms^'be  tho'iiiore  admired,,  whea  the  other  is  low- 
ortd-y  0»  the  comrary,  k  -waU  be  oUeryed,  who  bath  taken 
;|siaa.?o lower  it;  And  they^  who -ana  known  to  give^fuc^ 
ttfeatmearty^gedefs^ly  id^et^  aa.they  wdQ  deferve,  with  ar^oUr 
bk  Aaiexif  it^  *  Candour  towards.  all»  of  whom  we  fpeiak,  is 
tb^  tmeaflft'bf  jobtfliniag'  itaowards  our&lyes )  whereas  be  that 
Hkik^jfbitoid  ^  npf^^f  ^fieM^  both  frdm^-God  and  man,  hav€ 

*  Hhdiwides'iiK^fei  >faQ  are  led  into  any  of  tbf^fe  fins  by  a^ 
ttndlid  fiananelB'&rrk  re^utaliicn ;  they  alio  are  blameabki  who 
aUowit''tirgiva,thenx  .toci  much  uDei^ncls*  .  A  goo4  name  is 
iftdedi  tfaa  moft  v&hxi)ble  of  all- earthly  things  :  but,  lik?  the 
lefbaf  tbeaa^lmaj  be  the  fubje^Sl-of  ^of9  mfticb  aiucio^y.  If  we 
•VrO&«i  XL  Z  -LjL  are 
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arc  not  cftcemcd  by  every  body  as  we  ought ^. if. luiJBftiiQr 
putations  are  thrown,  and,  for  a  tioi*,  reft  upoA.u^^  nay,  ftpaid 
it  happen  to  b6"a  confiderable  time  J  provided  it  <be  noiottr 
fault,  let  us  makfe  it  as  light' a  misfiwtiifte*  as  wp  can,.  Pcihips 
it  is  for  having  done  our  duty,  that  we  areitradbucfid:  tad 
what  is  our  cafe  then?    BkJJhd are yt^^  ^^htHMtt^Jttdlr^ik 
you^  and  fay  all  manner  tjfevU  tigainjl  you/idfefyfor  myjak\ 
Or,  fuppofihg  t!he  occaiion  to  be  not  to  iberitocioas  ;  ^  k  is 
fome  alleviation,  that  thefe  things,  in  fuch  a  world  as  thepie^ 
fent,  are  of  courfe  to  be  expeded.  ■   We)  live  axpoqgpei^ 
that  will  detraft  anA  mlfinterpret :  iM  tl-ttly  we. are  c6o^rcir 
*  to' do  like  them.     Befides,  widiont  any  ill  difpofition,  dicj 
xniftake  our  attainnDsnts  and  accomfliihment?,  we  miMe 
theirs,  and  it  cannot  be  otherwilb.    Doubtlefs  wc  ffaduMareil 
both  making  and  occaiioning  fuch  nuilakes  as  far  as  «ro(n. 
But,  when  we  have  don€(  our  beft,  it  is  no  -niore.  to  be  )Mfd 
t^at .  t|ie  moil  excellent  perfon  upon  -earth  fbould  have  frc9 
all  mankind  a  perfeftly  good-  report,  than  that  thcmoft  jref*- 
lar  perfon  lipbn  earth  {hoald  at  all  tiihes  enjoy  pfsr&SljpA 
health.     Proper  care,  generally  fpeaking,  will  ^Bctireits  cnk^ 
rxibly  in  both  refpcfts  ;  at  leaft  will  racover  ys  again.  tAi4 
as  our  health  may  fbmetimes  be  the  better  afterwards  for  hi- 
ving gone  through  a  Iharp.fit  of  fidciiefs  :  fo  may  our  darsfr-* 
ter  for  lufFering  i  fevi^ire  trial.     At  leaft,  fuck  ao  exercifcrf 
our  patience  arid  meeknefs,  if  we  preferve  them,  wtii  do  «* 
great  deal  more  fervice;- than  the  lofs  of  <i  little  eftcem  caaii 
us  harm!     But  it  muft  be  faid  again,  that  let  perfbnsioaljbt 
virtuous  and  difcrect,  mild  and  humble,  peaceful  and  ijudra^ 
ble;  that  is,  let  them  l)e  truly  gdod,  and.nfe  but tciQiiaiMB 
precautions,  that  tbnr  good  be  not  evil  ft^oieu  off;  aadlbc; 
will  feldom  fail  of  fuppotting  a  fair  reputation..   ; 

As  for  a  high  one,  that  is  not  fo  cafy  to^  l?c  gained ;  hvt 
neither  is  it  fo  proper  to  be  much  defired.  He  indeed  whoia 
confclous,  that,  were  his  merit  known;  it  would enfibjeilim 
to  be  finguVarly  ufeful,  may  and  ihoald,  ifhchis  bufc  :iMt  tha 
is  both  true  and  his  true  motive,  ftrivc  eorndHj  toM  ««■ 
fpicuous :  but  we  ^re  ftrangely  apt  to  deccire  .onrfeivn  io 
each  oif  thefe  points. , '  And;  if  we  have  little  more  ttvt  kU* 
gratification  in  view:  vehement -folicitude,  in  moft  cafes, fcrts 
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itiore  uflKifineis,  t&an  facets  giVes  plcafurc.    •  Bilt  folicitude 
for  fame  hath  this  futther  u&happinefs,  that,  as  very  few  have 
re&llr  any  cotifiderablc  dtk  to  it,  moft  of  the  candidates  fot 
it  tnfatt  be  difap]»oit]ted  :  aad  fo  much  the  more  certainly  the 
itiore  fbrrrard  thej  ace  in  their  pretenfioQS.    For,  in  propor- 
tion as  w«f  betray  that  weaknefs,  we  ftrongly  tenipt  the  world, 
n6t  only  to*  Withhold  the  efieem  which  we  dcfcrve,  but  even 
to  withdraw  that  which  th^y  had  beftowed  upon  us.     And' 
f\irthef,  if  perfons  will  affeft  to  raife  themfdves  to  a  vaft 
hei^t  in  popular  t)pinion,  though  it  ihould  provoke  nobody 
to  pull  their  building  down,  it  would,  in  aU  likelihood^  aifter  a 
'while,  overturn  itfelf,' or  fink  under  its  own  weight.     Our 
buCneis  therefore  is  to  take  the  utmoA  care,  that  our  founda- 
tion isefoUd!  but  a  lofty  fuperflrufture  is  rather  to  be  feared 
tlian  wifl»d.   ' 

And,  befides  the  imprudence  of  the  thing,  it  is  really  in-. 
jail  ice  to  debiand  of  the  world  more  regard  than  we  have  a 
right  to^  and  charge  them  with  what  they  do  not  owe  us.  Nor 
is  even,  this  the  worft  of  the  cafe.  Perfons,  who  claim  too 
tnuch,  are  frequently  driven  to  unfaix  and  even  criminal  me- 
thods of  getting  their  claim  allowed :  and  there  are  many  in 
the  world,  who  would  have  deferved  a  very  good  name,  if 
they  had  not  been  too  earneft  and  tqo  hafty  for  a  great  one. 
Here  then,  the  truly  valuable  reputation  is  loft  in  purfuit  of 
a  fhadow,  which  is  feldom  overtaken.  To  be  admired  is  what 
we  long  for  i  to  be  difliked  and  defpifed  is  what  we  ufually 
get.  Or,  if  we  fucceed  better,  perhaps  the  paffion,  to  which 
we  make  fo  coftly  a  facrifice  is  only  that  of  being  celebrated 
for  fomc  errant  ttifle  :  though  indeed,  be  it  what  it  will,  eve- 
ry thing  is  a. trifle,  compared  to  a  right  Hate  of  mind  and  right 
condud  of  life.  The  reputation  of  making  thefe  things  our 
ftudy  is  ^what  we  fhonld  aim  at :  and  as,  in  virtue,  the  chief 
point  k,  to  do  nothing  ill ;  fo,  in  charafter,  it  is  to  have  no- 
thing iU  faid  of  us.  After  tb^t,  it  cannot  but  be  defirable  to 
have  good  faid  ;  and,  in  the  main,  to  know  it.  But  a  general 
and  a  flight  knowledge  jis  quite  fufEcient..  We  may  have  full 
as  much  pleafure  from  that,  as  will  be  of  any  ufe  to  us.  And 
liftening  after  particulars,  and  wanting  to  l^ear  a  great  deal  of 
ourfclves,  both  is  wrong  aad  leads  wrongs  .  They,,  whofe 
praife  is  worth  having,  we  may  be  fure,  will  never  give  us  a 
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large  quantity  of.it  before  our  faces.  And  therefore  facb  is 
do,  either  are  bad  or  weak  perfons  theinfelvesy  or  think  us  lb. 
At  leaft  they  take  the  ready  way  to  mak^  us  fo.  For  there 
is  not  upon,  earth  a  Qiore  ex:\^i^aring  tepip^^atiop,  .than  that  of 
too  fond  a  lleU'-complaoehcy.  CcKe^ibg  <)ur^iha]iy  and  great 
faults  is  our  proper  employment :  delighting  in  our  own  prai- 
fes  and  imagined  excellencies,  a  very  unfafe  and  pemiaoiB 
dne.  Let  it  be  crur  carb  then  to  tnfnd  d\H:  Witk  hy  an  6uflw 
ble  and  patient  continuance  in  -well-doing  f  and  as  to  our  re- 
ward, the  lefs  eager  we  are  for  it  in  £hi3  world,  Ac  more  a^ 
hundantly  we  jQiaU  receive,  in  the  next,  glorj,  and  hotnour^  nd 
immortality  *» 
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Gal.  vi.  15. 

For  in  Chrifl  ^efus  neither  circumcifion  avrAleth  any  things  nor 
uncirfumcifion,  but  a  new  creature^ 

THESE  words  relate  to  that  firft  difpute  amongft, Chrif- 
tiansy  whether  the  law  of  Mofes  was  ftill  to  be  ebfer- 
ved:  which,  though  it  hath  long  been  out  of  queftion,  and 
now  perhaps  the  difEcuItj  feems  to  be  only,  how  the  obferya^ 
tion  of  fuch  a  law  could  ever  be  required  at  all,  was  yet  a  ve- 
ry natural  fubjed  of  controverfy,  and  plainly  a  very  important . 
one,  when  our  religion  began  to  fpread  in  the  world :  and  therein 
fuch  perpetual  reference  to  it  in  St  Paul's  epiftles,  that  they  have 
^ieen  greatly  mifunderftood  for  want  of  carrying  it  in  mind. 
And  therefore,  I  fhall,  in  two  difcourfes  on  thefc  words, 

I.  Vindicate  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  God  in  diftinguifli- 
ing  the  Jews  by  a  peculiar  covenant : 

II.  Give  an  account  of  the  expiration  of  that  covenant,  and 
its  ceaiing  to  oblige  or  avail  any  part  of  mankind  : 

III.  Shew,  what  alone  can  avail  men;  and  explain  the  phrafe 
of  a  new  creature,  by  which  the  apoftle  here  expreffes  it. 

I.  I  (hall  vindicate  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  Providence, 
in  diftinguiQiing  the  Jews,  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  a 
peculiar  covenant. 

God  is  no  refpeBer  ofperfons  :  but  in  every  age  and  nation, 
they  who  feared  him  and  %oorhed  right eoufnefs^  have  always  been 
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accepted  with  him*.     The  ijewards  of.innocencp^,  had  mancon^ 
tinucd  iiiDPcent,  would  have  extended  tq  tlie  whole  human 
race  :  as  did  the  fad  confequences  of  our  firu  parei^s  fall*  Froai 
thefe  God  equally .  relieved  all  their  delcendent^  :  and  receU 
ved  them  into  a  fecond  covenant  of  grace  and  fbrgivenefs,  on 
the  equitable  terms  of  a  lincere,.  though  imperfeci  obedience, 
having  for  ita  prinoiple,  the.  belief,  more  or  Ie&  explicit,  la 
proportion  as  revelation  wa^,  that  he  is,  nnd  is  a  reivarder  ^f 
them  thatfeek  hipij-.     Thip  faith  faved  N^oah^  the  preachef  2xA 
pradtifer  of  ri^hteoufnefr^^  with  Kis  family,  when   allfijh  be- 
fides^  having  comipted  their  wr?^§,  were  dellroyed  by  the  de- 
luge :  that,  after  fo  exemplary  a  punlftiment  of  fin,  the  world 
might  begin  anew  from  that  good  man,  with  better  hopes  of 
their  obferving  for  the  future  the  lawa  of  the  Almighty.   A- 
gain,  to  all  the  defcendcnts  of  Noah,  without  exception,  6od 
equally  .delivered  liis  precepts  and  his  promifes  :  normade  acj' 
diftinftion.  amongft  them,  till  they  had  made  one  aroongfl 
themfelves,  by  revolting  in  great  numbers  from  true  religion 
to. idolatry  and  wickedncfs.   .  And  then,  as  he  had  enabled 
them  to j^^  originally, yro»2  the  things  that  v>cre  made^  bis  /- 
ternai power  and  Godhead)^  ;   as  he  had  formed  them  to  hen 
law,  to  themfelves  ^^   by  the  ^authority  of  natural  confcience 
witbin  them  ;  as  he  had  fuperadded  fuch  ftfong  maniJFeftatioos 
of  his  acceipt^nce  of  piety  and  virtue,  and  his  abhorrence  olf 
Sin  ;  what  ground  could  there  have  been  for  complaint.  If  he 
had  left  them  to  obferve,  qr  negle^  at  their  peril,  the  notices 
already  given  them, ;  without  interpofing  any  fai  ther  to  di- 
reft  th^m  in  this  world  j  only  referving  for  the  next  fuch  re- 
wards or  punidiments,   as  were  fuitable  to. their  behaviour? 
And  yet  there  is  reafpn  to  think,  /rem  cccofional  intimauons 
in  fcriptiue,  th?it  warnings  ^nd  inflrudipiis  from  lieavcn  were 
ftill  frequently  vouchfafed  to  mankind. 

But  one.  man  in  particular,  Abraham,  and  his  dcfccndcnts, 
God  was  pieafed  toblefs,  beyond  others,  with  cotnmunicatioos 
of  his  will;  and.  admit  into  a  covenant  of  peculiar  favour: 
which  to  many  hath  appeared  a  preference  very  partial,  acd 
unkind  to  the  reft  of  the  world.  But  would  it  have  been  kind- 
er to^  bcftow  this  favour  on  none,  than  on  fdme  ?  The  refi  ci 
'   •  .  '        •        "      .    .  the 
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jth^  world  were  in  a  worfe  condition  than  l^efore,  though  the 
3ew3  wer<5  in  a  better.  God  did  not  abandon  the  general  care 
of  mankind,  when  he  took  that  people  into  his  more  efpeciil 
proteflion.  The.  other  nations  of  the  earth  had  ftill  a  right 
tp  all  th€  old  promifes  of  mercy,  though  the  Jews  had  new 
ox^s.gijven  tlj^eni.  Kccorim^j  v/q  ^iidi,  after  the  call  of  A- 
brahanj,  Melcfiizedek,  a  Gentile,  not  only  an  acceptable  .wor- 
ibtpper  himfelf,  but  a  Pried  to  others  of  the  mojl  high  God* : 
and  fuch  a  one,  whole  p;:iefthood  more  fully  refembled  our 
.bieifed  Lord's,  than  that  of  Aaron  4id.  Again,  we£ndthat 
holy  man  Jpb,  though  a  Gentile  alfo,  fully  equal  in  God's  c- 
ilecm  to  ai^y  of  thofe^  who  were  diftinguifhcd  for  his  chofea 
people,  by  the  marks  of  his  covenant.  *  ' 

Still,  if,  upoii  this,  we  are  afked  the  qiiellion,  which  the  a- 
polUc  fapppfes  to  be  put,  What  advantage  then  bad  the  Jew? 
We  anfwer  with  him  :  much  every  way :  chUfiy^  hecaufe  that 
Utttd  thepi  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God  f .    From  the  very 
time  of  Abraham's  *c^ll,  he  and  his  gptlerity  had  fuller  noti- 
fications of  God's  will,  and  {^ronger  inftances  of  his  provrden- 
jtiai  care,  than  other  men.     But  from  the  time,  when  Mofes 
appci^red  amongft  them,  they  had  unheard-of^  demonftratiotw 
of  divine  power,  exerting  itfelf  for  their  deliverance  and  pro- 
tedion  V  and  a  vifible  appearance  of  the  divine  glory,  leading 
them  from  the  land  of  bondage  to  that  of  protnife.    They  had 
a  law  delivered  to  them,  with  inexpreflible  folemnjty,  by  the 
mouth  of  God  himfelf:  and  though  it  may  feem  hard  to  ac- 
count for  fomc  part  of  it,  efpecially  to  ,the  unlearned,  at  the 
prefent  diftance  of  above  three  thoufand  years  ;  yet,  fo  far  as     , 
we  have  the  meai^s  of  judging,  it  even  now  Ihews  itfelf,  on 
the  whole,  admirably  fitted,  in  their  circumftances,  to  prcferve 
them  from  the  Idolatry  and  immoralities  of  their  neighbours, 
and.eftablifh   amongft  them  the  belief  and  pradlice  of  true  te- 
ligion  :  to  convince  them  of  their  inability  of  fulfilling  a  per- 
fe&  obedience,  and  therefore  their  need  of  God's  mercy;  to 
prefigure,  by  the  appointment  of  a  ceremonial  Icrvice,  a  fpi-^  • 
ritual  one  to  come  ;  and  by  ihe  inftitution  of  typical  fUcrifice 
to  be  offered  daily,  the  true  and  efficacious  facrifice  and  Prieft- 
hood  of  that  perfon,  through  whom  pardon  and  grace  were  de* 
jrivcd  to  maukiild.     Then,  befides  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a   ' 

law 
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law  araongft  them,  Gfod  was.  perpetually  cx^ijtijDg,  tb^jm  tg^ 
good,  and  deterring  them  frpai  evU  ;  by  the  m(erp<^tiji»a  (^ 
an  extraordinary  providence,  to  reward  tljeir  obe^^Q^  qf, 
punifh  their  difobedience ;  and  by  .the.  Wi^roixigs^aiid  Or 
hortations  of  prophets,  raifed  up  luccelEvely  j  wl^o  alfc  bo^ 
explained  and  improved  the  inftrud:LonSy  whiob  ^f9jEes  itod 
given  them.  '        . 

Thefe  were  doubtlefs  great  advantages  :  but  that  othci;  lo- 
tions had  not  the  fame,  is  no  more  an  objedion.  agaipft.tk 
divine  juflice  and  goodnefs,  than  that  all  natioos  or  a]}  nmjX 
prefent  have  qpt  in  all  rcfpefts  the  fame  advantage^,  tl^t  (iipft 
have.  It  fuffices,  that  of  each  (hall  be  requir«4. a^cor^S^  ^ 
V)hat  be  bath,  not  according  to  wbat  be  hatb^i^  %^  ^}^\f^  ?• 
every  thing  beyond  this,  God  is  mailer  of  liis  owa  ^iJEu :  toi 
we  are  incompetent  judges,  how  he  ought, to  diipaCp. of  .thc». 
Yet,  in  the  difpofal.  o/  which  I  am  fpeaking,  we  v^y  tX9f/t^ 
vident  footfleps  of  wifdom,  and  extenfive  mercy.  \V)uJc  .*f 
reft  of  the  world  wa^  falling  into  fupcrftition  aodxidolao]^ 
Abraham  diiiingui£hed  hirofelf  by  a  faithful  prafticc  ©f  ta« 
religion  :  ai^d  therefore  was  properly  a  diftinguiik^  Q^W5^^ 
divine  favour.  He  was  careful  alfo  to  educ^  Uis^fOTJ^  ** 
the  fam^  principles  ;  as  God  himfelf,  bears  him  witnds.  /tf 
/  know  Abraham  ;  that  be  "will  command  bit  children  ,wid  4* 
houfehold  after  him,. and  they  JhaU  k$ef-the  way  of  the  Lari^i^ 
dojufiice  and  judgment  \.  It  was  the/eibre.  no  gCQundlefs  p»« 
ference,  but  a  moil  reafonable  proceeding  ^  to  bosH  <w  di 
foundations  already  laid  and  reniaining  ;  aad  rewacd  gtdaa, 
found  to  be  fo  well  difpofed,  by  conferring  oa  tfacm  fuxthK 
privileges;  of  \\hich,  with  all  their. faults, ^ th,ey. wete- moA 
likelier  to. make  a  good  ufe,  than  any.  of  thc^c  nore  ^cpmytcd 
neighbours. 

Yet  to  thefe  likewife,  and  to  all  men,  God  had  g^a^Offiotih 

tention3  in  every  things  which  be  did  fQFih^  peculiar  pfO» 

pie.    One  of  the  iiril  promifes  made  to.  Abraham  was  tbn 

in  bits  and  in  his  feed  Jhould  all  the  nations  \  of  the  earih^.ibf^ 

fcdX*     This  indeed  received  not  its  fuU .  a<«ampliihac^  oft 

"     '  ...  ' 
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sill.  LXXXIX.    In  tif  Contempt  of  pania/  Djj^mahdi.  i£j 

bur  Saviour,  the  great  bleffin^  of  all.  qationsy  came.     But.i^ 

t^as' in  ifoiAe  ineafuf^ Verifying  continually,  from  the  day  ij; 

Wks  nii&e[' '  Wid  all  ^^n  been  left  to  thenlfelves  at  that  time, 

the  kribwled^  if  tru6'  ireligion  mighf  have*  been  every  where 

loft:    'Btitffcfciftlfeg  tKe;  pKtfefBon   of  !t'  among'ft  the  defcen- 

dents  of  ^Ahtid:}am\  ^ki  preferving  a  V^itnefs  for  God  upon 

^artli,  ind  thSlt^n  a  part  of*|t,  peAsips  as  well  peopled  and  as 

vreli  eftcemed^  as  any  then  known*     There  xhtyjhofie  forth, 

firtl  in  Cdftad»,  then  in  Egypt ^  as  lights  in  d  dark placg^^  to 

attraA  tlit  eyes  and  difedl  the  Heps  of  the  well-dlfpofed.  And 

thi^is'a  Benefit  of  great  confequence.  For  truth  pr6pofedismuch 

morcfeafilyperceivedj'thanwithoatfuchpifopofal  itia  difcovered. 

And  When  the  Almightj  brought  them  baclc  from  Egypt  to  C«- 

naan  agaih,  by  fufch  amazing  miracles  4's  the  fcripture  relates, 

tbefe  were  fo  many  loud  declarations  from  heaven  to  man* 

kind,  conccnring  their  duty*:   nor  have  we  reafon  to  doubt^ 

bur  tnanj^Sver^  alarmed  and  convinced  by  their  means :  whicli 

iit&cd  is  exprefely  mentioned,  as  one  end  propofed  by  them*: 

jini'fbe'EgyptiltmJbail^knov)  thA  I  am  the  Lord\.     Accords 

vti^y  Ifid-e  mni  cut,  we  read,  a  mixed  multitude  tvitbX  the  I/- 

raelites :  and  who  eould  they  be,  but  fuch  as  Were  brought  to 

Ikilieve  in  the  true  God?   For  Worfhippers  of  falfe  gods  they 

\^erc  ndt  to  fiifler  amongft  them.     Again^  foon  after  this,  ye* 

/iSAL^'ainkn  of  high  rank,  and  therefore  probably  of  great 

iSi3Buetlcfc,  amoiigft  the  Midianites  ;   how  ftroiigly  ddth  he  de- 

c!Sife,'Wba£  cfcftthefe  Wonders  had  on  him?   Andyethro 

J^^'VUJiSVe  iBe  Lord  who  bath  dtlivered you  out  dfthi  hands 

€^'(tie  Ffgyptidni'-ifov)  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater  than 

M''^^^4    y^rt&e*  ftlH :  where-ever  we  find  in  the  Law,  as 

We^dd  viei^  frequently,  mention  of  thejlrangers,  tbatJbouH 

y^^iW  ih'the'ldhd'of  Ifrael ;  thefe  were  many  of  them  indeed 

XK)  profelytes  to  the  whole  of  the  Jewifh  covenant,  but  all  of 

tlwiiiV^'worfiiipperS' tf"^  the  Maker  of  heaven  and*  «irth  only. 

AM  flioiigh>:  by  the'wife  direaidn  of  God,  Mofes  prohibited 

m^kddliffioil'  of  idblat^ts  imiongfl  the  people  j  yet  by  the  fame. 

direftfon  h^  eir)oiii^d*£!ie'  titmoft  humanity  and  teidernefs'to 

aQ,  thM  preferved  Utt  tA\pM  of  the  children  of  Noah^  or  of 'na^ 

tiir6,  in  any  tolerable  degree  uncorrupted.   In  the  fame  fpirit, 

Solomon  too  puts  up  an  eatneft  petition  for  fuch,  in  his  prayer 

Vol.  IL  4  A        ' '      '  at 
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tS4  Tbtl^iraUtypfthfO^^ifbrnty    Si&.I2XXIX4 

4t  the  dedication  lof  Ae  tempk. :  rflforroosr  comxrtw^iaijhwgi 
ger^  thai  is  not  of  thy  peopk  Ifrdd^  hutrcvmtth  mtkl^^/v 
pantry^  for  thyfiam^^s^Jaie :  (for  tbtyJhaiL  bear't^.Ay^mt^ 
f§amif  and  tf'^^yfirong  hamt^.  and  of  thy  Jbr^^hedy  of  ^erm,<y 
vbinhtjKill  eomey  atsd  pray  tovamdi  tits  houfe^  hamlio^k 
biuveH  thy  dmeOmg-^piac^yOaidojitcordwg  td^.tbittbtjbn^ 
ger  calktb  to  thee  ^j  that  oHtUprnfile  of,ii€:imrth  m^ 
ifttnv  thy  name,  toftar  thet^  or  do  AypBopk  JfraeH^m 

Nor  i0v^'re  tho  Jews  of  ferv^ke  only  hi  Ikeir  BonuciihmgfittB, 
to  lupport  true  religion  in  the  ivorld:  bat  iradec  their  afli& 
tions^  aofd  taptivitdas  tb^  fpread  it  mudt  fiistlieK^-itihan^e^ 
could  bc^fore*  Widlft  they  wece  dwir  bvm  maftefs  in  tin 
6i«rn  land,  the  pieculiar  infttttLtfons  6£  liieir  law  ooofiderdh^ 
lefiened  the  freedom  of  their  inteitourfic  with  ftnbgers.  Aii 
ihefe  reftratnts,  though  extremely' neoeffiiry^  a?  it  verypbkk 
ly  appeared,  to  pteferve  the  purity  of  theb:  religiooa^  -mm  s* 
liKerwife  great  hindrandes  to  the  propagatioii><»£it.-  ^ut  vhea 
they  were  led  captive  into  the  lands  of  their  encmcesy  ahitk 
puniihinent  of  t^eir  fins  had  gifcn  theoca  a  fteintier  Malior 
lteiirduty$  tben  they  became  extenfively  !b£b6i1  to'tlirii^' 
tioQS,  amcttigft  whom  neceffity  inizcd  them ;  a£  botii  die  n^ 
tofak\Aex^i9  of  their  fiiith,  compared  ^nith  faeaihemfiB^  w«a» 
fyfobeftfen;  and  as  "prophecies  ^aififled^  :or  snrEiciesjpeiw 
forlned  in  their  fiivbtti'j  could  not  biu  recosBmend  dbrtnvftf 
of 'that  Being>^  whom  they  ferrod.  By  thefe  tmeans^  lintf 
cotkqueror  Nebucliadnezzar  wa&  brought  to  declare  iiisB^Gb' 
mf  godi,  and  LordqfJkmgs^  ail  wbofi  ^orks  an  ttrath^  W 
bh  H»eiys  judgmtnt  \.  •  On  thefeaccoontsifidOanUs  tfaeilWe 
•decree,  that  in  9tiry  dominSdfi  of^  lUttgdom^^'m^Jkiutidtrm' 
hh  atfdfiap  hf^r^  PheCodo/Daniti:  fon be  ir.^di^ OmgrGd, 
oftdjiei^jifor  ewr  %;  Af d  Cyrus,  wiio^nitlGpiah: h^'fimeltiU 
by>name^  above  loo  years  before  his'bitt%r&r  JthesvftoicriBf 
4Jie>p«t^^e  from  their  captivity^  aciciriowkc^ediiqrr^wyiBcft 
tff0oclaHia«i^,  fent  through  his  whok  enm^r^that  ihe  CUef 
^|te  Jews  had  givsn  htm  all  th^  MngdMsv^'the ]enft&^ 
^  iNm  is  there  fuffiJient  ground  :mr  lihiiik;  jdikjE^firaotioB 
■4d  ^ume  religion  werfe  foon  loft  agai^..^  Oir.^hsktte'Cvary,  '^ 
tMm:prOceediedt^ry  pnstbaUy  the  goreat  oifiMto«d6a  iMukis 
•    r  "  .'     .    •';  J  '.v,,;   -..:  .-.     .•the 
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the  4i(kio]|^  of  the  e^ern  )^xt .  of:  tho  n^oxU,  r  bj-  Zof oafter  t 
who^  do^ineand  fornix  ctf  j{;<^6rfli^  wi|s  the  puceil  thftt  the 
heattii^i^knewk  .  And  maciy  iii^te  af»preheiid«dy  not  withimt 
fpeoioos  sppearai)06ti.  of  rcfldfcja^tth^t  altnoft  dU  t^e  whok  king* 
dom  of  Ood,  ^bioh  the  Oxoek  {}htlafo}>hQr^  iMtd,  \i^  d^iivML  . 
to  4:htoi;  ultimatel]^  •>9f-kM*imme8istdtj^'from.th^  revclRtifini 
nu^  to^the  Jew$«  vBat  ho(|«eVttr  thdk  might  be;  U  k^^tsda^ 
that  after  the  time  oC^Ajleoouidery  thid  miibn  wa»  diffuied.WK^ 
der  durou^h:the  woiOd;.  and,  iaoiseiyisitj;  which  ^hej  iaba- 
bdted^  eficAed  fjaaipgueis  for /divine  wordilp,  aiid  for  reading 
«nd)exp]aii)iD^)tius  hcdy.fcriptures-i;  to.t^hioh  xsefort^d^.  as.we 
^iadiin  the  JKew  ITcftainehty  nxaaj devout perfons  aBCMongft.tltt^ 
QtfBtiles^  ivvho  hkd  leaimed  from  the  Jew«  tp  fear  God» .  Amu^ 
dniSy  aa  ^Guahibxetold^  SAtbt  hm^ga/orfijr^m  Ziof$y:4tmi 
the.  tuprd  nfthcr  Lopd/rom  yerufalam*^  conFQ j^itig  fueh  deg^rees 
of  light  .ta>i^  natioim  arotnid^  as  prepared  them  to  receive 
the  Sim\%f  righbeoufoitfi^  when  in  the  fulnefa  of  time  he  urofi^ 

'   -BBt.tJwogh  they,  "were  inftruments  of  good  to  the  world, 
they  fell  at  lebgdi  themfidves  into  pemiel^ud}  eocxors*     Beisig 
difttngnifiied  bj  the Lobferrance^. of  their  law  from  other  na« 
dons^  thiqr  gcetr  &»  wronglj  vain  of.  thofe  difiindions^  which 
in  TeaUtg^nsre  mqitifyooig  proofs  cof  their  Uo&tnefs  to  be  truft^. 
cd'witihQttJt  reiixaints^  ;that  thejr  placed  all  the  vaJue  of  their 
seUgion  in.the.oatwdtks  of  it;  and  defptied  and  haX^dthe  reft 
•ef*  mankind,  wbgmjthiftfepaxation  of  jtheirs  was  intended  to 
4ikftrii&  and  fierve.    Again,  having  promiftis  made  to  them  of 
ilprfnct  of  the  hofoie  of  David^  whom  all  people  wcretoobej^^ 
^f  moS^t^j  itaagine^  notwiibftanding « man j  evidences  in 
,their,pwB.  fcriptindes  to  the  cantrar^,  that  thia  was  to  be,  liot 
*ii.i|Midtiial  kingd&iiii  influencing  S](et)s  hearts,  aadproteftiog 
diem  irom  fin,  and  rewadcding  them  with  eternal,  .haj^pine&«; 
J>iit:  A'tempotsdiute^  like  i^ofe  of  this  world,  the  hokuHus  goil 
ptofitH  of  which :  they  :ihould  lha,^ej  and  tyrannize  over  the 
earth.    £o  that  when  their  e^cpoQ^d  Akffiah  oaime^.  findiikg 
Idm  aoft  to  aafiiner  thefe  vain  and  wicked  feiopes,  they  cqefied 
«Bd  atpe^d  the  Lard  of  gl9ry  |.   Thus  then  did  the  Jew%  af- 
ter frtaAiagiw  fb  many  ^es  to  #/j&rrx,  becntoe  themfebies 
^'Uways^i    and  have  continued  ever  fince  under  viHUe 

4  A  2  marks 
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5&6        .  sb^^Me^^j[}^i^^^sdMi  stiysassaxaL 

ix»>i;ks.of/di?yjinci-idifpIrb(bt3r.;!  Yet  thejf >  j^er^cnlrto^tfaitiij 

Af4pc;-V:ta-'tr^o  .tel^ioi)[&.  beoAg  .piieiieDV)c«l(a]ddkittitA4)ps|ile» 

qz34  hiiitk$ /from  tli^iiSr^atiKMh lever 'ivft«(iiBijilfidt:bcci)iiifl^^ 
^Did  fdi^i^wnltsrcitiii^  -  aU<it>he .  wJiik  jJ&b^KUM^nfupflncfEs.of  tMe 
l>Ao<kg,.  in  wUich.b<|th.  ^b«y.GIld..^l^e^bfclj4rtre^f«^fipwawlic^, 

^iienif<;;lves»  as  .well  ^  otb^r  iofid<}li».  .lAor  id  dHA^the  wkk 
feryiccy  of  the  i^^me  kind)  U>  which  %kty  ^T^.4^(kim4.  For  » 
God Vs' good  innQp  tli«y  ih|dlgivfi  anfiw.and  tH^ftri^fts,  (»i 
who  l^iK^xvb  bow  feaibaaUe^)  attQU^Cicftf  tb  GhTiS^Mmtj^-^ 
their  couverlion  i  end  the  receiving  cf  ^tm  agoin  i»to  Uk 
diu3xh  fl^all  be  a&  life  from  the  dead*.  For  &.  theif  <iw»^ 
ji)jLCit)i.LHvc  ft^retoldy  that  God  «:/iV7  pout^  on  ih^^^.^Sfvit^ 
^'r:j^i:  <^:jJ  of  iu;  plications  j  and  Jibey  Jh<iU  iook  i^pori  i^m^im 
\icy  Jk^o  J)i treed,  and  JhcJl  mourn  :  and  in  ihat  dayJbdOk^ 
Jountaifi  opened  to  them  for  fin  and  for  tmcifif^nnefit^  ibeyfid 
/:ail  on.  his  noTUc^  and  he^  vnll  hear  them:  Iit:^jjiti  Jia^  it  iiaf 
^ejopk  i  and  ii^y ifigiU  fay^  the  Lqrd  it  my*Cod  t-  .  ; 
,.,.Tbus  I  have  given  jou^  I  hope>  a  fofficiont  vindicatipafif 
the  djlT^ue  jufliceraxul  goodneb,  in  difti«gaiibing  |h«/Jeflr^]y' 
a  peculiar,  covienaut.     And  now  I  .p^poecd, '  :  •/ ^ 

IL  To  fpeak  concerning  the  expiration,  of  t}i4t  <ovt«i«^ 
and  its  ceafing  to  oblige  or  avail  aaj  part  of  fnnniiiiid.  li" 
willnaturally  underfland  me  to  mean,  that  facb  xkmp'^ 
cea&d,  as  were  peculiar  to  the  Alo£ai«  difpenfatipD:  wbdkti 
Xiereinonies  in. religion,  .or  methods  of  proceeding  ie  tfirSf^ 
veryinjent.  For  what  sdl  njen  were  bound  to,  before  tibcjn^ 
.pf  Moj[eff»-thcj  were  certaiiilj  bound  to,  afterwards.  'Ab^ 
whercyer, that  law  was  roerelj  an.explanalion  df  theliW<> 
nature,  the.  explanation  was  a  juft  and  authortfedoa^  ^ 
ought  to  be  fgUowed  bj  as  niia^jr>  as.  coroe  to  theJuMixMp 

of  it.       ...  ...  *...,    .'•.:' 

But  the  Jewifti  converts  to  Chtiflianity,)  who  w«rc,diefct 
it  badj  apd,  though  nqt  the  majority  of  th^- peoffej  y« » 
larg^  nUimbcr^  were  inclined  to  qarrj  th^^atler,  oHK^.f^^ 
th3J>  this.  Thejr  wcr^  indeed  humble,  and  reafoiiahlefeiioivk 
to  receive  Jefus  far  the  Meifiah.:  but  ftiU  tbej  were  pcOini^ 

noujh 
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XKnigh\*to^liiiik4t  that  be  w&i  feat  otilj  to  tbemfiilves.  Ac- 
jciM'dhiglT)  tlie'iaipofilcB  for  fome  time  preached. the  gofpel  to 
Aone^'tmt 'their  o^a-iiatioQ.  lAiid  when  St  Peter  was  fatisfied, 
jby^  vifion  from  he&Tea,  of  the  dutjof  doiag  ^therwife,  they 
^hac  Were>  of  the  ciorcumeifion  farmed  hitnt  for  what  he  had 
dobe  :  tin^  having  moi  aeoount  laid  before  them  ot  the  anthori«* 
ty  he  went  u^pon^  tbeyhU  their  peac4^  and  glarified  God :  fay» 
ifigf.  VTfen  hath  G^dulfo't^'tbe  GetttUgs  granted  repentance  unto 
Ufe*\  'But  whfett  this  difficulty  was  over,  another  very  great 
one  Was  knmedkitdy  ftarted ;  whether  he  had  granted  it  on 
any  other  termsy  than  Aeir  obferving  the.Jewifh  law:  on 
twhicrh  point  was  held  9  council  at  Jeralalem,  as  you  may  read, 
A^  XV.  where,  after  the  matter  had  been  thoroughly  debated, 
the  arpoftfcs,  elders,  and  brethren,  direfted  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
unaniiAonfly  determined,  that  fince  the  Jews  had  never  been 
«ble  to  beep  their  own  law  in  ftrianefs  ;  and  therefore  could 
not  themfelves  be  faved,  but  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jefua  Chrift  ;  and  fince  the  CJentiles,  without  the  law,  had  not 
Jbnly  been  purified  by  the  fame  faith,  but  had*  received  the 
fame  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  with  the  Jfews  ;  this  was  evi. 
deAee  enough,  that  they  were  accepted  in' their  prefcfnt  con- 
4iti(*n,  as  the  prophets  had  intimated  they  ihould :  and  there- 
fore it  was  needlefa  and  unjuft  to  lay  a  new  yoke  upon  them^ 
jwhich  they  had  never  been  enjoined  before  to  undertake,  nor 
•Would  be  ^le  to  bear  now. 

,  •  Batevfen  after  this,  one  doubt  remained  ftill,  whether  the 
.'Jews  at  leaft  ought  not  to  continue  obferving  their  own  law : 
'Pior-it  had  been  declared  in  the  Old  Teftament  ah  ordinance  to 
«ndareyir  «^rf«  And  our  Saviour  himfelf  had  not  only, 
•purfuanr  to  its  ditedion/been  circumcifed  in  his  infancy,  but 
"throoghouthis  life  waa  obedient  to  every  precept  of  the  Mo- 
)faic  covei^ant :  and  therefore  k  might  feem  requifite,  that' all 
hie  ^Ifd^es  of  that  n^ion  (kould  be  fo  too.  Now  contradic- 
ting this  notion  immediately  and  openly,  muft,  confidering  how 
toAi  the  Jews' were  of  their  religious  ceremonies,  have  pro- 
ved A  greafhindtfeindB  to  their  embracing  the  faith  of  Chtift. 
Atid^thet^for^  he  did  not  apprlfe  his  very  apoftles  clearly  at 
firft  of  his  whole  intention,  as  to  thefe  matters ;  but  told  them^ 
thati&^  bad  many  thingt  to '/ay  nnto  them',  vibtch  thin  th^y' could 

not 
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not  heat;  fntthat  tifbeittbe  Spirif^ftriiihjhofigittf&mi^  heAjmH 
guide  fhemini6  aU Wuth *.    AQd'aftet  tlrty  wereteoM-fidy 
inftraS^d;  they  ^:xer€ifed  greai:  pt*adene6  and  ]^teeetoWiMi 
tbeir  eoauii^tiiett'i  ptYiftittitrgy'  and    eveti*  pntftifiBg  dttf 
with  them,  for  a  whUe/  what  they  knew  t^  te  McrfBay ;  ttl 
gently  loofenhig  their  deefdy-^txHited  prt^^f^c^. '.  |K|y#$  tHm 
examined  with  care,  they,  will  Wideiii9y'irp|>ear  tii  MfMirtuaf 
mote  than  prqtedic^ff.    The  phrAJfe^yot^  «tnfr,  lifef  .concert 
thecontinuaaeeef  thelnw^  is  tded'in  that  liMr^itftlf  cdiiMi- 
ing  very  fmaQperieds  of  tiine  5  -Aetenn  of  a' tnaa^  lift^  Ik 
term  of  fifty  years  and  lefs :  in  fliort,  it  means  no  ra^^-Aia 
this  ;  that  what  is  aprpfimited,  flkall  he  done, 'folottg^  thelbd 
of  things^  to  which  die  appointment  refers,  flt^.laftw    Aii 
tberefbre,  'nocwithftinding  fitch  words^;  when  cirevettftiiitii 
^ifibly  alter,  (Sod  may  asijuiUy  and  as  wifcJy  xepeij  u&y  fll4iii 
laws,  as  men  do  many  of  theirs,  into  wWch  the  fame 'and  tte 
words,  have  b^cn  infertcd.     Now  the  comiirg  of  GkWtah 
a  moft  evident  and  material  alterlt'tion.     It  was  ihde^  teij 
fit,  that  to  (hew  timfelf  perfefiSy  dbedleiit^  ^d  prevcri^4l 
poldibUity  of  cavil  againft  him  on  that  head,  he'SMmll  WBM 
whble  tighteo^ftteft  ibf  the  covenant^  und^  whlelKhe  *•• 
hotiK     Btit  When  he  had  exh9)tted  the  ftthflaoee  eKptSnlet^ 
things,  rfwhich  the  legal  ciercmonies  were  ftadows»;  «Mi«» 
pleated  all  ihat  the  Mo&ic  di^nfation  prefig^red^  one  |^ 
-  end  of  its  extftence  plainly  ceafed.     When  naefl  wei^iw*^ 
capable,  ris  G6d  Taw  theywerfe  by  that   ttmc  trf-^fiW^ 
end  more  fpi ritual;  and  tnanly  fervice,  ineftead  *of -thefe  fcfl"* 
refl^aints  to  ke^p  them'from  goisig  wtong,  asd'thofb^tit^ 
carnal  ordinances  to  ftrike  tlieir  imaginations,  ^xxxSttiH^ 
they  had 'been  placed  in  the  earfier  ages,  compared*  by' fk^ 
pc^e  to  >a  ftate  of  childti6odf  :  theit  a  fecoi^  defigk^ik 
Saw  ceafed.     And  when  the  tiflteeame,'  m  ^MntlrOod  jtfi|^ 
it  prober,  that  the  Jews,  ^v^ho  had  bee]Hlif(ihgiLiflied'{noibe 
■Geftlifes,  to  ptefervet^iie  religion  in  ♦fRe^world  ftr  thort* 
mon  'ben^t,  ftooid  be  reanitti  to  them,  that  thef  tt^g^*^ 
tife-h  tcygethet,  tod  le  ^/titefM  undet  ^m  Jbe^eri  tfaor  tb 
^itd  end  of  the  law  cealed;  and  hre^khgd(miifiUHisSafp* 
tkioftfj  that 'is,  ;laking  away  the  eeremonies^  that  VsfMd 
iSiem,  contributed  much,  not  only  to'  the  imiformiq^  ^Ad  ha^ 
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loue^*}  ai»4  .che  ^mid^er  ofijtaimfy  arid  aqnpUip.t,.  amojogft  it^ 

peofeffar^.f.  tl»0£i4efiii  ^ta^  Wpfd.  sqiaiigr.  of  #^9  uvftltntioaa  of 

Mc^t^  W9MfCB^ulat»dfq^f^e  i]j(e.tiu.^.^ot)e)f23aiaU  uatioq».i)fi 

tM^  natj^i,  XQ  v(ku:\i .  Ji(s>  fH£m^d  th^O^i  iwa&^ ;  aad.iieitbar 

o«!i4<i  poffibly  ^>o|^pved,bjFoaU.iiui^iad,  .nqr  c^w  bf  obfer-' 

V(o4  bp  th«r  Jftw^ia.  (heir.prcsrept  diiperi^ 

<^  Y^i  wMgbtjr  as^-^be&^f oofideratioiis  wesej'xaaoy  CQOtiaued 

UBttiovefi  i^y  A^Bf^r*  •  ^^  ii^fiAed,  th^f  aU  men  muit  keep  tbe 

Jffwiflc  law  j  |pc;t|iat,  mtbout  it^  faith;  iatpiiuft  would  aot 

i^i^^  thMlL«'   Aod  tbis-  is*  thf$  dofkrin^  which  St.^iW/  ia  his 

epiftlc^  fo  -2«aXou%  caofatfls,  as  diihoaaurabbe  to^  and  Iqcoo^ 

i^^t  VF^>^^  go^^L-    He  there  ibewG^  ib.^t  Jews,  as  well 

^^IS^U^'are^finners}  a«4f  &r  £rom  meriting  .futuro  haps 

pia6(s  bj  thiur  food  deeds,  can  ^foape  fotpm  .pw  ni  flimejtf  for 

tiiea^'b^  9^^  only  thfangb  God'»  mercj,  which  Chrifl  h^ 

fToqntnd  for  '4heo%r  and  irevealed  to  ,them  :   that  the  law  df 

ikT^j  j^nir^  perfed  obedieiK;e«  .and  after  -difohedieoce, 

laaW  EO^Tovifion^for  pardon,  but  through,  him,,  whom  ita 

ftprifce^  iip;e£ignify  t.  thait  th^ccfore,  it  thc^r  foughl;  for  juftifi« 

cation  bj^ their  le|^  works,,  aa  they.  appearcA.to  do^  they 

Cffuld  AOttbe  jttft^sd  at  all  j   and,  if  they  fought  it  bj  the 

grace i^fChciftb^ttiat  fia^j  would  h^  fujSicie&t:.  stoditwaa 

doti^  it  a  grofs  ia^uiy  to  invigine,  that  when  the  fubllaace 

was.  opnske,  the  ^ffiftance  of  the  Aiadow  was  requisite,  to  make 

iteff^ft^al:   th^ /aM  bad  not  only  fayed  the  .earlier  patri- 

fqf29{^,^bgt  (sv^&ajfeim  itnp$it$d  t»  ui^aimm,  the  father  of>the 

jew>s  tbemfelvesyyar  n^#ei^SM/f  *,  and  a  promife  had  been 

nude  hini,,  that  m  bis /e^Jbculd  ail  nation  be  b^ffei^  before. 

tb^  Tf rj  {fiicijb  part  cf  the4aw,  wt>umc]iipni  was.  app6inted ; 

MdbundififlU  of  years  before  the  reft  1^  it.  had  a  beiagi  and 

t^erje^ri^  the^ffune  ^itb»  only  tendsred  mor^  explicit^  ^ight 

iwll,havQ,tJi|e  feme  effeftr  tfter  the  law  w^s  tl*:ep^.  .away  : 

yhichngiw  9^1y  ^^feupodthe  building,  it  had  Wped  tOjiraife. 

.  T|t^&,  thii^^  make  the  principal,  f ubje^  of  .4?in?-  of >rhisr  .e- 

pslllcsy  paxticnVirl^  that  to  i^^Komans^ .  ^nd  this. ta  t]^  Q^Uk^ 

tians^  thi;ougbput  ..the  •?;^flr.  be.rfrsj^^j^tiy  .ailudepF^^^tbeip: 

axwibeawng.  them  in  mind,  ia- carrying  ^loi^g  with;  us  tha^  true 

key  to  underftand  his  writings  >  a^d  r];«j9f»ncile  hka  with  St 

James^ 
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yames,  tvhen  the  former  faith,  that  men  are  Jti/l^iei  hjfiM;, 
without  the  deeds  of  the  law  *,  and  the  latter,  that  hj  joorh  g 
msn  isjufiiJUd^  and  not  by  faith  only\^  St  Paul  meaasy  tbat 
believers  in  Chrift  will  be  faved  without  the  obfiervaaotcf 
the  Mofaic  law^  or  the  perfed  obfenrance  of  the  natural  hW| 
to  which  our  finful  natures  cannot  attain:  and  St  Jaaacs 
aieansy  that  believers  in  Chrift  will  not  be  iaved,  bj  ties. 
£uth  fingly^  without  a  fincere,  though  imperfed^  oUmaace 
of  the  precepts  of  the  gofpd.  For,  it  feems,  there  were  Cone 
of  wrong  minds,  who  fell  into  an  error,  which  indeed  none  o( 
right  difpofiuons  could :  and  hearing  the  apofiles  bj,  tint 
men  were  not  under  the  lawy  hut  under  grace  X^  and  that  CS^t 
hath  made  us  free  ^  from  what  the  Jews  were  bound  to,  ei- 
ther imagined  or  pretended,  that  their  Ghriftian  libertj  ex- 
empted them  from  all  law,  and  even  from  that  of  the  crril 
magiilrate*  Tliis,  you  fee,  was  a  moft  pernicious  opinioB. 
And  not  onlj  St  James  declared  againft  it,  and  St  Peter  too 
in  his  epiftle,  but  St  Paul  is  very  expreCs,  that  diough,witii 
refpe&  to  the  Mo£aic  rites,  Chriflians  are  without  law,  yet 
are*  they  not  without  law  in  regard  to  God,  hut  under  thekn 
to  Cbrifi  \\,  and,  by  his  command,  under  that  of  men  alfe. 

This  then  is  tlie  do£lrine  of  the  New  Teftament ;  thar  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel,  neither  the  obfervaace  of 
tlie  Mofaic  law  will  juftify  men,ynor  the  non-obfcrvanccofU 
condemn  them  ;  but  that  a  thorough  change  of  heart  and  lift 
from  evil  to  good,  efFefted  by  the  power  of  God*s  almigbtj 
grace,  is  the  one  thing  needful:  for  in  Chri/l  "Jefus,  nM^ 
circufucifion  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion :'hutaato 
creature^  Now  we,  in  the  prefent  age,  are  fo  catircly  ftosfi- 
ed  about  the  former  of  thefe  poiats,  that  perhaps  we  think  it 
loll  time  to  hear  any  thing  faid  upon  it  ^  though  a  wayisditts 
opened,  both  to  underftand  the  fenfe,  and  vindicate  the  perti- 
nence, of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  New  Teflament:  and  lil^ 
wife  to  convince  reafonable  perfons,  that  other  difficult  p|f- 
<  fages  of  holy  writ,  if  we  knew  the  circumftances  to  wlud 
they  refer,  might  appear  equally  plain  and  unexcepricmaUe- 
But  then  we  arc  ftrangely  apt,  if  not  to  diibelieve,  yet  to  mif* 
underftand  the  latter  part  of  the  apoftle*s  affcrtioaindietext: 
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Md'ftuil^ibibd;  it  itc&fl^,  tb  tkfaik*  inbfe  iinplled  ict  it,  '^t 
dftth  Irfs^  tten  re^y  isP'  Aiirf,  fe/  Tuch '  mlfl&es/  we  conic 
tb  Yeft  6ter  IklrktiAn  on  tlifag^,  that  ^wffl' a^^ll'iis  little  iii6f6 
tSiafi  tfhe  bbferyaAcc^  itf  ^t*e  Jt^  vK)ulff  thto    Thifs  in  at 
teoft  dl^*ftrtte  'fiaannei-;  tlfaftlife/  ovct^v^IuM  tfhat'  cerenidny; 
WKitfi.viris  iht  ehttaiHc  Wtd'Acif  co^tffat,  w^  ovct-valu4 
©ur  Bajitifin,'  WfaSdi  is  xht  ^iritict  Intd  dfti^;  ati&  think  i/^ell 
bf  crtif  l^Jirttiial  fHft6,  mdttil^bceattfe 'i  fofemn  promSfe  was 
hitlde  iti  otir  names;  <rf  which  we  haire  Bv^if  in  th6  breach  al- 
moft  ^erfeice.    Or  if  we  can  plfeact  foWthriig  more  ;  per- 
hxpi  it  h  a  fbrmil  afbendand^  on  prayers,  and  fermolns,  and  fa- 
craments,  without  attention  ana  wittidut  meaning:  oir  it  is 
the  ortHodoxj  of  ix  bdief;  {hat  hath  tio  influence  on  dtrr  prae« 
tide ;  6t  the  fervahcy  of  a  tea!  without  knowledge,  or  without 
charity :  it'ii  odr  Ats  of  repentance,  *^nd  iio  amendment ;  ottr 
tranfltoify  warmth  of  good  affeftions  and  fruitlels  purpoTes : 
otir  partial  obedience  to  fome  pl^epts  of  God's  la'w,  t<^ith  a 
grt)H  negle^  of  others :  or  ouf  imagined  obedieftee  to  dl,  with 
acbaeek  bf  otw  own  righteonfnefs  and  ment  that  deftr6y s ' 
ttU  t  thefe  are  the  thin^  on  which  iliidtitudoi  rely'j"  whereas^' 
nothing  eato  ftcnre  VLb  from  final  ediidemnation,  btit  that  which 
the  tpoftle  c^Shi  a  iufto  er^aiu^}  and  whlcli,  God  willing^  {hall 
^e  futther  explained  to  you  the  n^xt  opjiortunity.  But^  in  tie 
mean  time,  as  we  muft  all  ht  fedible*  that  we  Want  fomethin^ 
/  ktii  iKM^l'of  us,  it  may  bef  feared,  a  great  deal,  6f  being  (ifch 
cti^ttt^  as  We  ought ;  Why  (hould  we  poftponci  our  refortea- 
that  or  improrement  one  hour  longer?  So  many  year j  hafeaU 
readyptt^  over  oot  heads  i  and  what  hath  been  don«t  iri  them 
to^/nttdsvpfepafiAg  for  dWmtty  i  If  enough  ta  be  acceptbd^  let 
«M  thank  God^  add  ;go  on.  our  way  rejoicing,  whiltsfver  Ouf 
conditida  b#  in  other  reQieOsi  and  prefs  for  ward  j^  with  tt-^ 
ddt^Med' •  ^afiieflnefs,  to  obtain  a  double  reward.     If  we  hav^. 
eau(e^tt>  dMbt  our  ftate,  there  tun  be  no  doubt  fo  import-' 
atitfiM*  nk  to  ^IhAT  Hip  inftantfy^     And  if  it  h6  a  bad  one ;  if 
We  b^ve^li^odin'ttie^ommiifion  of  fins^.  the  ntrgled  of  duties; 
tl^  iiMfifbl  n^gteft  ^  any  one  4uty  $  what  a  ^rofpe£b  haie  we 
Mfbx^us','  and  -Mikt  need' to  thftoge  it  ?  lot  us^hmk  of  out- 
rdV^'asiW«tt  as  we  can;   art  wtf  conrenr^  tfiiat  4ieatH  and 
Judgement  fliould  oveitake  us  jtift  fuch  as  we  are  ?  or  havtf 
we  not  every  one.  fopietl^ng  to  do^  before  we  ar^  ready  h 
Vgiii  II.    ,  4  B  .  MH 
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And  if  fo,  when  fliall  it  be  done  ?  Not  a  moment,  beyond  &e 
prefent,  are  we  fure  of:  and  wfaj  ihould  the  pne  thing  need- 
ful be  deferred  till  the  next  ?  Delajs  are  nothing  but  ckats, 
that  we  put  upon  our  fouls :  and  never,  I  believe,  didnj 
one*s  refolution  of  amendment  hold  good,  who  did  not  reUre 
to  am^nd  immediaCelj.  If  then  jou  meant  it  at  all:  mm'^ 
the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  fqlvatwn^*  Aodoij 
God,  who  now  calls  upon  jou  bj  niie^  gnmt,  that  intbism 
day  V)e  piay  all  know  the  things  that  belong  to  our  p^ictf  ^ 
they  be  for  ever  bid  from  our  eyes  f. 
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TfiE  LlB£KALITT  OF  TH£  GoSPEL  SCHEMZ,  IN  THE  CoKTEMPT 

OF  Partial  Distinctions* 


Gal.  vL  15^ 

For  tn  Cbrifi  Jefui  neither  circutncifion  availetb  any  thing;  nor 
uncircum^ifion,  but  a  new  creature. 

IN  difcoarfing  on  thefe  words  jou^maj  remember  I  pro- 
pofed, 

I.  To  vindicate  the  jnftice  and  goodnefs  of  God  in  diftin^ 
guiihing  the  Jews  by  a  peculiar  covenant: 

II.  To  give  an  account  of  the  expiration  of  that  cove- 
nant, and  its  ceafing  to  oblige  or  avail  anj  part  of  mao<« 
kind:  , 

III.  To  (hew,  what  alone  can  avail  men:  explaining  for 
that  purpofe,  the  phrafe  of  a  new  creature^  by  which  the 
apoftle  here  defcribes  it« 

I  have  finiihed  the  two  firft  of  thefe  heads  ;  and  (hall  pro- 
ceed, without  any  repetition,  to  the  third :  a  point  the  morQ 
worthy  of  your  careful  attention,  both  as  the  fubjecl  itfelf  is  of 
the  utmoli  importance,  and  as  the  figurative  expreifious  ufed 
in  relation  to  it,  here  and  elfewhere  in  fcripture,  are  not  onJy 
defpifed  and  ridiculed  by  the  profane,  as  unintelligible  or  ex- 
travagant; but,  through  inconlidjratenefs  or  prejudice,  too 
commonly  mifunderfiood  by  the  feHous;  who  from  thence 
fall  into  notions,  which,  if  they  are  not  reftified,  may  greatly 
affed,  often  their  prei'ent  peace,  and  fpmetimes  their  future 
happinefs. 

To  explain  the  new  creation,  it  will  be  req[uiiite  to  begin 
4B  i  vdth 
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with  the  old.  God  created  man  in  bis  own  imagi  *,  holy  and 
pure :  and  unqueftionablj  furcifiicd  him  with  fufficient  pow- 
ers and  motives  to  continue  fuch.  But  bj  his  miferable  fall 
he  bedune  prone  to  fin,  as  well  as  mortal.  His  prinrutive 
uprightnefs  and  flErength  of  mind/  were,  by  that  pcniictoui 
indulgence^  depraved  and  weakened  :  his  afieAions  and  ^^- 
tites  grew  irregular ;  and  his  own  corruptible  body  preffed 
down  bis  Jbuli,  The  unhappy  diforders,  which  he  had  thus 
introduced  into  his  own  frame,  he  mud  of  confequence  trani* 
inity  as  an  hereditary  difeafe,  to  his  pofierity  :  and  according- 
ly,  in  fa^y  a  tendency  to  evil,  and  inability  of  doing  good,  is 
experienced,  more  or  iefs,  by  every  one  that  comes  into  die 
World.  Then  as  men  grow  up,  inftead  of  correding  their  bad 
inclinations,  they  never  fail  to  cheriih  them,  if  left  to  their 
own  ways :  by  which  means  they  become  worfc  of  coorle; 
generally  fo  much  worfe,  that  the  nature,  which  they  recpive^ 
at  their  conception,  may  be  accounted  virtuous  and  good,  in 
comparifon  with  that  fecond  nature,  which  by  evil  habits  they 
(iorm  to  themfelves.  An4  t^us  4ou)>ly  c|i;aicecl,  by  origasd 
defilement  and  adual  tranfgref&on,  far  from  continuing  to  be 
the  crearured' which  God  $rfl  made,  and  preferviag  that  like- 
nefs  to  their  heavenly  Father,  which  would  give  thea  die 
tide  of  his  fons,,  they  are  juftly  called  in  fcripture  the  cbiUren 
of  tl^e  devil  X,  and  therefore  the  cbildren  ofwratb  $. 

The  divine  goodnefs,  however,  was  defirous  to  relieve  man- 
kind frbm  the  ill  effefts,  not  okily  of  Adatn's  fin  but  their  own: 
and  the  divine  wifdom  provided  a  micfthod  oC  doing  it,  cooSA* 
dnt  with  the  honour  of  God's  government,  through  the  intcr- 
pofition  of  our  bkfled  Redeemer :  "wliich  method,  from  the  be- 
ginning, wad  intjmated  to  men  fufficiently,  though  obfcurely  i 
and  afterwards  by '  degrees'  more  'explicidy  unfolded.  But 
that  he  ihould  be  reconciled  to  iinners,  wilfully  remaining 
fuch,  was  quite  impoffible.  And  therefore;  together  with  a 
provifion  of  mercy  on  his  part,  there  muft  alfo  be  a  provifion 
of  amendment  on  .the  part  of  the  offenders :  and  in  thefe  t^v9 
things,  infeparably  united,  the  reftoration  of  the  human  cact 
to  a  flate  of  happinefj?  mufl  coniift.  Accordingly  we  find  than 
clofely  joined,  not  only  in  the  more  dired  and  formal  dedara- 
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tions  of  fcripture  concerning  ihi^  momeotoas  change^  but  in 
^  the  various  i0iages>  under  which  it  is  reprefented. 

Sometimes  it  is  ezprefied  by  adoption :  becaufe  that  im« 
plies  our  being  aliens  and  ftrangers,  received  into  God's  farni* 
ly  and  inheritance :  but  then  it  implies  alfo  an  obligation  to 
obey  him,  as  dutiful  fpn3*  Elfewhere,  hy  a  ftronger  figure, 
^t  is  called  a  regeaeratiofi,  or,  which  means  the  fame,  a  new 
^irth$  becaufe  it  brings  perfons  forth  into  a  new  flate  of 
things,  where  thej  are  to  ad  froni  other  principles  than  thej 
did  before,  or  would  have  done  elfe,  in  another  manner,  wid| 
othejr  ezpeftations,  and  grow  up  to  the  maturity  of  another 
^harader.  In  fpme  places  ag^iOf  the  fame  happj  change  i^ 
defer ibed,  as  a  refurreBktn  from  the  dead:  becaufe  it  raifea 
and  reftor^s  men,  both  to  the  a^ivitj  of  a  fpiritual  life  now, 
imd  to  the  well-grpunded  hopes  of  eternal  life  hereafter.  But 
]the  moft  emphatical  phrafe  of  all  is  that  in  the  fezt,  of  a  new 
creature,  or  creation*  The  inw^ird  condition  of  man,  under 
the  full  effeds  qf  his  firft  parents  tranfgreflion,  anfwers  too 
ezaAlj,  and  yet  ;npre  afj^er  th^  addition  of  his  own  perfonal 
guilt,  to  that  account  in  the  beginning  of  the  hiftor j  of  the 
old  creation :  jin4  fbe  eartb  was  without  form  and  vofid,  and 
dorhmfs  was  uppff  the  face  of  the  deep*.  But  it  follows  :  jfyd 
G^dfaid,  let  there  be  Ughf,  and  there  was  light  f  •  Thus  the 
human  foul,  in  the  above-mentioned  flate,  is  unformed  and 
diforderly,  void  of  reafon  and  rule,  gloomy  and  comfortlels ; 
%ill  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  fbine  out  of  darknefs  %, 
ihine  upon  the  difmal  chaos,  and  produce  in  it  new  appear* 
ances  and  views  of  things ;  till  he  bring  forth  order  from 
Gonfufion,  and  form  ag^in  in  the  heart  the  illuminating  image 
of  his  ownlioly  hatur^.  '  ' 

But  here  it  mud  be  obferved,  that,  in  fome  fente  and  de« 
gree,  the  fcripture  expreilions  and  privileges  of  a  new  birth 
and  creation  belong  to  all,  who  are  admitted  by  baptifm  into 
the  Chriftian  covenant,  though  none  are  intitled  to  future 
happinefs  by  them,  but  fuch  as  complete  their  right  to  them, 
if  God  allows  them  time  for  it,  by  performing,  from  a  fpirit 
of  inward  piety,  the  feveral  obligations  of  the  gctfpeL  When 
that  is  preached  to  Jews  or  Heathens,  every  one  who  believes 
and  is  baptized,  is  buried  with  Cbri/i  in  that  facred  ordinance, 
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Yatfed  up  to  newnefs  of  life  *,  and  adopted  of  God  for  his  dukL 
When  the  ihf$ints  of  belierers  are  baptixed,  thej  are,  bj  the 
folemnitj  which  heairen  hath  appointed^  b^tm  again  of  vooUr 
and  the  Spirit  f,  into  a  better  ftate,  than  that  of  nature.  Aid 
till  either  fort  of  perfons  forfeit  their  claim  bj  wilful  wickfld- 
nefs ;  which  it  xnaj  be  hoped  foifie  never  do,  though  u  muf 
things  we  offend  allXy^  thej  continue  heirs  of  everlafting  life. 
And  even  when  thej  fsdl  under  the  doroinioii  of  fin ;  thoagli, 
were  they  to  die  in  that  condition,  future  miferj  would  be 
their  portion ;  and  therefore,  in  refped  of  any  prefent  tide  to 
their  heavenly  Father*^s  inheritancey  they  are  no  longer  cfaiU 
dren  of  God  :  as  earthly  ions  or  fubjeds,  when  they  reb^ 
are  no  longer  fuch,  in  refped  of  any  right  to  the  favour  of 
their  parents  or  princes :  yet  as,  in  other  regards,  tfaefe  latter 
continue  fond '  and  fubje&s  ilill ;  fo  the  covenant  with  the 
former,  by  which  they  were  made  the  children  of  God,  fab- 
fids,  notwithftanding  their  failure  of  duty,  thus  far,  that  nt 
only  by  the  terms  of  it,  if  they  perfift,  they  will  be 
condemned,  but  by  the  terms  of  it  alfo,  if  they  repent,  thej 
will  be  pardoned.  And  neither  the  penitence,  nor  the  iior- 
givenefs,of  thofe,  who  before  were  initiated  into  Chrifiianitfi 
and  have  not  fince  rejcded  it,  is  ever  expreffed  in  the  word 
of  God  by  the  phrafe  of  the  new  birth  or  new  creature,  b«t 
thefe  Are  appropriated  a]moft,  if  not  altogether,  to  our  origi- 
nal adn  Jflion  into  the  gofpel  ilate  \  into  which  we  enter  ooce 
for  all,  by  one  baptifm,  the  laver  of  regeneration.  NicodeiDQS» 
to  whom  our  Saviour,  in  St  John,  gives  inftrudions  ondat 
head,  was  not  then  become  a  Chriflian.  The  GaJaiians,  ^ 
\vho?n  St  Paul  faith  hetravailetb  in  birth  again,  until  Cbri^  he 
formed  in  them  $,  either  had  apofiatized  from  die  faith  intire- 
Ij,  or  wanted,  not  the  whole,  but  the  completion  only  of  die 
new  birth,  by  jnfter  ard  fuller  conceptions  of  the  gofpel  doc- 
trine. Nor  is  there  the  leaft  appetirance  dfewhere  iatbe 
New  Teftament,  of  telling  any  profefled  believer,  though  he 
had  finned  ever  fo  grievoufly,  that  he  muft  be  born  again ;  (o- 
therwife  the  fame  perfon  would  be  bom  again  as  often  as  he 
falls  into  any  great  wickedpefs,  and  recovers  from  it;)  but  that 
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he  muft  repent ^  and  do  the  firfi  worts*,  and  be  renewed  in  the 
jpirit  of  his  mnd\'y  which  belongs,  in  its  degree,  to  the  beft 
of  good  Cbriftians.  And  therefore^  though  inculcating 
perpetually,  that  without  holinefs  ^  no  man  Jhall  fee  the 
LordX%  is  indifpenfablj  needful  ;  jet  reaching  the  ne* 
ceifitj  of  being  regenerated,  as  a  thing  ftill  abfolutelj  «want- 
ing,  to  a  great  part  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  difclples  of 
Ghrift,  is  ufing  a  language,  not  conformable  to  that  of  fcrip* 
tare,  nor  indeed  of  the  pritniti^e  fathers,  or  the  offices  of  oui; 
own  liturgy :  which  declares  every  perijon,  who  is  baptized, 
to  be,  by  that  very  aft,  regenerate,  and  grafted  into  the  body  of 
ChAft^s  church*  It  is  true,  a  different  manner  of  fpeaking 
may  be  capable  of  a  good  interpretation,  and  (hould  be  inter.^ 
preted  as  favourably  as  there  is  room..  But  it  is  neither  ac- 
curate, nor  prudent,  to  depart  fropi  the  authorifed  fenfe  of  the 
"words  oi  found  do^rine  :  and  much  lefs  is  it  allowable  to  blame 
others  for  adhering  to  them. 

The  firft  and  immediate  meaning  then  of  the  apoftle  in  th^ 
text,  we  have  caufe  to  think,  is,  that  under  the  Gofpel,  neither 
entering  into  the  Mofaic  covenant  by  the  appointed  form  win 
do  a  man  fervice,  nor  the  want  of  it  do  him  harm :  and  tSat 
being  received,  by  baptifro,  into  a  new  ftate  of  grace  and  mer* 
cy,  is  equally,  neceflary  and  equally  fufficient,  for  Jew  and 
Gentile.  But  then,  being  admitted  even  into  this  ftate  will 
»vail  us  nothing  finally,  unlefs  we  live  fuitably  to  the  laws  of 
it.  And  as,  in  the  natural  world,  God's  prefervation  ot  things 
hath  often  been  called  a  continual  creation  of  them  :  fo  in  the 
moral,  the  fame  notion  is  more  evidently  right.  The  com- 
plete fenfe  therefore  of  the  gofpel  creation  comprehends,  not 
only  the  giving  of  fpiritual  life  at  firft,  but  fupporting  it  in  us 
afterwards*  And  we  ftiall  find  the  whole  of  our  religious 
being,  as  well  as  the  beginning  of  it,  to  deferve  the  name  of 
the  new  creature  on  two  accounts  ; 

I.  Of  the  power  of  Grod  neceflary  to  it. 

II.  Of  the  change  in  man's  condition  made  by  it. 

I.  Of  the  power  of  God,  neceflary  to  it.     Now  this  power 
he  hath  exerted,  not  only  by  giving  us  originally  the  light  of 
reafon  and  confcience,  and  fuperadding  to  this  the  diredions 
and  motives  of  external  revelation  i  but  by  inwardly  opera- 
ting 
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.  ting  on  our  hearts  through  his  Spirit,  exciting  and  forming  ni 
to  piety  and  virtue,  and  reftrainin^  us  from  tranfgrei&os,  io 
fuch  a  manner,  that  whatever  good  we  perform,  and  whatcTer 
evil  we  avoid,  not  we  by  our  own  ftrength  do  it,  hut  di 
grace  o/God^  which  is  with  us  *  :  by  grace  we  arefttved^  tbrowj^ 
fcath^  and  that  not  ofourfehes  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God  +  :  for  we 
are  his  woriman/htp,  created  in  Chrifi  ^tfus^  unto  good  works  I, 
This  DoSrine.  the  fcripture  throughout  teaches/  We  fcww 
not  indeed,  how  God  influences  our  minds :  for  we  know  sot 
how  he  dotth  any  thing.  But  affifting  his  fallen  and  weak  crea- 
tures is  fo  worthy  of  him ;  and  the  belief  of  that  afliftance  is 
fo  produdive  of  thankfiilnefs  and  love,  humility  and  pious  Ye- 
folution  ;  that  furely  we  muft  admit  it  on  his  plain  teftimooj 
and  we  can  hardly  lay  too  great  a  ftrefs  upon  it,  provided  we 
are  careful  not  to  pervert  it,  eith^  into  a  plea  for  our  owb 
negligence,  or  an  imputation  upon  his  juftice. 

If  we  imagine  ourfelves  abfolutely  incapable  of  doing  asj 
thing  towards  our  reformation  from  fin,  or  improvemeot  b 
goodnefs  ;  we  excufe  thofe  who  become  and  continue  wicked, 
as  having  no  me^s  given  them  to  aft  otherwife  ;  we  charge 
their  guilt  upon  Grod,  for  \yith- holding  fuch  means  from  tben; 
and  make  it  unjuft  in  him  to  puniih  them  for  the  y^oA  thiags ' 
they  do.  For  no  puniihment  is  juft,  where  there  is  oo  £iDlt : 
and  it  can  be  no  fault  to  behave,  as  we  never  could- help  be- 
having. Befides,  all  the  commands  and  exhortations  of  fcrip> 
ture,  all  its  earned  reafonings  and  afFedionate  expoftuladoas, 
have  for  their  ground-wotk  the  fuppofition,  that  man  is  aUe^ 
as  he  chufes,  either  to  receive  the  grace  ofGod^  which  briaged 
fahution  §,  or,  generally  fpeaking,  ta  rcjeft  it.  We  own,  tie 
fpiritual  creation,  as  well  as  the  natural,  is  in  appearance  wliol- 
ly  afcribed  to  God  in  fome  places  of  holy  writ :  But,  in  ap- 
pearance alfo,  wholly  afcribed  to  man  in  others  :  as,  makjw 
a  new  hearty  and  a  newfpirit  :for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houft  of 
I/rael\\ .  And  we  are  to  underftand  the  various  texts  of  fcrip- 
ture confidently :  not  to  dretch  figurative  expreifions,  till  we 
force  them  to  contradift  literal  ones,  and  evident  reafon  too. 
£lfe,  if  we  conclude,  that  becaufe  the  wicked  are  defcribed  a 
dead  injins  ^,  they  can  take  no  dep  towards  good  ;  we  wsk 
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conclude  alfo,  that  becaufe  the  religious  and  virtuous  are  de- 
fcribed  as  dead  to  fin  *,  they  can  take  no  '  ftep  towards  evil : 
which  the  very  beft  of  us  all  knows  to  be  falfe.  And  like- 
ivife,  if  we  argue  thus^  we  muft  condemn  or  mifinterpret  many 
clear  paffages  of  the  New  Teftament  befides :  particularly  that 
of  St  Paul,  awake,  thou  thatjlsepejlj  and  arife  from  the  dead, 
and  Chriji  /ball give  thee  light  +.  Still  we  readily  graat,  that 
nothing  of  this  can  be  done  otherwife,  than  by  the  ftreagth 
•wrhich  God  furniflies  ;  but  he  furniflies  to  every  one,  that  hears 
-the  gofpel,  ftrength  fufficient.  The  true  fcripture  dparine 
therefore  is,  that  divine  grace  enables  and  excites  men  to  do 
their  duty:  that  fome  wilfully  refufe  to  be  guided  by  it,  and 
fall;  while  others  concur  with  it,  and  work  out  their  own  fal-* 
nation,  God  working  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do  f.     But, 

II.  Our  Chriftian  |ife  is  alfo  called  a  new  creation,  to  qx- 
prefs  in  a  ftrong  manner,  how  greatly  our  condition  is  chan- 
ged by  it  for  the  better  :  according  to  that  of  the  apoftle.  If 
any  man  he  in  ChriJl,  he  iV  a  new  creature  :  old  things  are  paf- 
Jed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become  new  §*  But  here  again^ 
3ve  muft  guard  againft  miftakes. 

.  It  is  not  true,  that,  in  ftriftnefs  of  fpeecli,  fallen  man  hath 
originally  no  principle  of  what  is  right  left  in  him.  If  the 
jvhole  was  loft  by  the  fall,  fomewhat  hath  by  the  general  grace 
of  God  been  reftored  fince*  For,  though  St  Paul  feith.  In  me, 
that  is,  in  myflefh^  dwelieth  no  good  thing  \\,  yet  he  faith  of  the 
fame  perfon,  quickly  after,  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after 
the  inward  man  ^,  And  he  fuppofes  even  the  Gentiles  to  do, 
in  fome  cafes,  to  fome  degree,  the  things  contained  in  the  law  ^4 
Indeed  experience  proves,  that  notorious  finners  have  often  a 
confiderable  mixture  of  worthy  difpofitions.  We  are  not 
therefore  to  look  on  thofe  dreadful  piftures,  which  the  facred 
writers  draw,  of  the  moft  depraved  of  the  heathen,  as  being 
juft  reprcfentations,  without  abatement,  of  the  natural  ftate  cf 
all  mankind.  But  howevec,  that  ftate  is  undoubtedly  a  bad 
one;  deftitute  of  fufficient  fttength,  unintitled  to  pardon  of ' 
fin,  to  fuppjiea  of  grace,  to  reward  of  obedience :  tiU  God,  in 
the  covensmt  of  baptifm,  affords  us  relief  in  all  thefe  refpeds  j 
and  fo  tranflates  us  from  the  power  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom 
Vol.  II.  4  C  of 
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of  his  dear  Son  ** .  Here  then  begins  our  new  creation  or 
birth :  and  our  remaining  concern  is^  to  behave  as  dntifiil 
children  to  onr  heavenly  Father  ;  and  bj  ufing  the  prefcriM 
means  of  fpiritual  growth,  be  careful  to  arrive  at  fuUncb  of 
fiature  and  ftrength  in  Chrift.  The  iirft  creation  was  sol 
completed  in  a  moment,  but  gradually  finiihed  in  the  ipace  of 
^CL  days  :  after  which,  Adam  was  left  to  cultivate  the  ginia 
that  God  had  planted.  The  fecond  hath  no  certain  tixne  pfe> 
fcribed  it  :•  but  advances  fafter  or  flower,  with  fewer  or  noit 
frequent  interruptipns,  to  greater  or  lefs  perfedion^  acoordng 
as  men  lay  hold  on,  or  negled,  the  afliflances  alwrays  ready  for 
them. 

Some  are  trained  up^  and  walk  froib  the  firi?^,  in  the  xxj 

Viherein  tlbey  fhould  go  f :  and  though  guilty  of  manj  find 

errors,  thrbugh  infirmity  and  furprife,  yet,  aveidicg  great  lod 

wilful  deviations,  they  advance  continually  to  a  happy  end  i 

their  jourtey.     Now  thefc  cannot  well  perceive  any  fwUn 

change  in  the  condition  of  their  fouls ;  for  their  improveioffit 

is  ulually  very  gradual :  much  lefs  any  change  in  it  from  U 

to  good  \  for  it  hath  always  been  good  from  their  earUefi  8^ 

quaintance  with  it.    Too  mfiny  indeed  may  imagine  this  ti&^ 

}y  :  but  others,  through  God's  mercy,  may  know  it  tobetme^ 

that  they  have  always  lived  religioufly,  from  genuine  Qirif' 

tian  principles.  Like  Timothy,  the j  have  known  theMjJcn^ 

hires  from  children^  which  are  able  to  make  them  wfe  wfdojel- 

vation  J.     And  fuch,   far  from  having  reafon  to  doubt  tfcrit 

acceptance  with  God,  becaufe  they  have  never  expcrieDod 

grievous  terrors  and  bitter  forrows,  have  the  higheft  reafia 

to  rejoice,  that  they  have  found  the  ways  of  wifdom  ptffoii* 

nefs  and  peace  J,  from  their  very  entrance  upon  them :  mi 

fhall  be  rewarded  in  the  end  for  a  whole  life,,  fpentasit 

ought. 

But  far  more  c^nmonly,  men  have  committed  heinous  of- 
fences, or  indulged  thcmfelves  in  the  omiffion  of  impoftaic 
duties.  And  then  more  particular  and  deep  repentance  is 
neceflary  :  followed  by  a  change  of  difpofitions  within,  aswcH 
as  external  behaviour :  elfc  their  baptifmal  regeneration  iHB 
only  aggravate  thair  guilt*  But  even  the  conveffion  of  f»A 
is  not  always  accompanied  with  extremely  veh«nent^tt- 
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^iona  of  mindj  but  thefe  differ,  according  to  their  vailous 
tempers,  and  the  £ree  operations  of  the  dlyiae  Spirit.  Najr, 
indeed,  fome  feel  the  mofi  tormenting  agonies^  jet  harden 
their  hearts  again  ft  them  aud  go  on :  while  others  are  ejTefliL- 
sdly  amended  bj  the  influence  of  mild  conviAions  and  a  calm 
concern.  And  whether  it  be  a  call  loud  as  thunder.  Or  whe- 
ther It  be  a  Jim  f mall  voice  *  that  fpeaks:  if  we  do  but  hea^ 
leen  to  It,  ?dl  Is  well.  * 

Nor  Is  the  recovery  of  finners  always  equally  fiidden.  Some, 
like  St  Paul,  are  awakened  and  enlightened  inftantaneoufly, 
throw  off  a  habit  of  wickednefs  at  one  effort,  and  are  changed 
that  moment  into  newnefs  of  life.     Others,  after  their  firft  a« 
larniy  long  maintain  a  doubtful  ftruggle  wixh  their  vicious  In- 
clinations :  one  while  feemln|;  to  have  fought  the  good  fight 
fuccefsfuHy,  then  entangled  c^iew  in  their  fornoer  bondage  :  a 
painful  ^d.dangerous  iltuatlon  :  out  of  which  notwithftandr 
ing,  through  almighty   grace,   there  are  thofe  who  efcape 
iUo  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  j-.     And  to  a 
third  fort,  whofe  diforders,  though  but  too  threatening,  are 
lefs  violent,  health  Is  reilored  by  flow,  and  gentle,  and  almoft 
imperceptible  fleps.    Now,  it  may  be  as  ImpoiUble  for  thefe 
to  fix  the  preclfe  time,  when  their  faith  and  penitence  were 
carried  juft  far  enough  to  make  them  objedls  of  God's  forgive- 
oefs,  as.it  often  Is  to  determine  exaftly  the  moment  when  the 
^un  rifes  upon  the  earth,  though  it  hath  evidently  been  grow- 
ing light  a  g;:.eat  while.     Without  queftlon,  as  foon  as  any 
one  hath  that  faith  in'Chrift  which  will  produce  a  life  of  good 
Iforks,  he  is  j^ftified  by  his  faith  alone,  and  his  &ns  forgiven. 
But  though  God  >ilways  knows  this  time  exactly,  men  very 
often  may  not,  or  rather  very  feldom  can.     "Ihey  may  have 
comfortable  hopes  and  perfuafions,  firft  weaker,  then  ftronger : 
and  yet,. through  mere  humility,  may  entertain  fome  doubts, 
inot  of  the  divine  promifes,  but  of  tlivlr  own  qualifications, 
longer  than  they  have  caufe.     And  thefe  doubts  may  be  gra« 
cioufly  permitted,  as  very  ufeful  Incitements  both  to  diligence 
and  caution.     Our  Bible  no  where  teaches,  that  every  one, 
who  is  forgiven,  knows  the  hour  of  his  forgivenefs  :  or  even 
knows  with  certainty,  that  God  hath  granted  It.     He  muft 
indeed,  as  he  amends,  perceive  the  alteration  made  In  him : 
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and  in  general,  a  pleafing  hope  and  faith  of  fiiariiig  in  tlis  di- 
vine mercy  mull  Increafe  along  with  it :  but  he  may  ft  ill  sot 
be  fure,  whether  it  is  yet  complete  enough  to  be  a  proof,  laa 
he  hath  obtained  pardon.  Some  are  vccak  in  faith*  :  others  2;e 
fl'  oM^f  and  abound  in  it^.  But  conceiviag  ourfelves  to  be  of 
the  latter  fort,  gives  us  no  title  to  pafs  fentence  againft  the 
f3rmer.  And  we  iliould  be  very  fearful  of  judging  our  Brt- 
•thren  raflily  ;  who,  with  ^  their  modeil  apprehenfions,  nay 
perhaps  have  as  reiil,  perhaps  a  greater  intereft  in  God's  fa- 
vour, than  fomc  of  thofe  who  declare  them  to  have  noac. 
And  yet,  if  thefe  hard  cenfures  proceed,  not  from  ill  will,  cr 
bitternels  of  fpirit,  bat  from  the  warmth  of  a  well-meanicj 
zeal,  even  the  perfons  injured  by  them  Ihould  think  miMj, 
and,  in  the  main,  well,  of  the  authors  of  them,  leaft  they  reta- 
liate hardfliip,  while  they  complain  of  it. 

But  further,  as  the  f|.iritual  life  may,  in  diilerent  perfons, 
be  attended  with  different  degrees  of  evidence,  it  may  likcwiic 
advance  to  different  degrees  of  perfeftion.  Indeed,  wLca  W 
created  thu  heavens  and  the  earth,  hefaw  e'Aery  thing  thai  ie 
had  made ^  and  heholdy  it  was  very  good§.  Nor,  'in  the  new 
creation,  is  any  part  of  what  he  doth  dofcftivc.  But  cveai«- 
bus  perfons  are  wanting  to  themfelves  :  and  heQ&  fomeof 
tiem  come  greatly  fhort  of  others  ;  and  the  beft,  of  what  the/ 
i.,.J\i  and  ought  to  have  been.  For,  though  dl  Chriftians are 
cJiorted  to  perfedion,  and  all  real  Chriftians  Ubour  after  ir, 
and,  in  God's ' gracious  conftrudion,  finally  arrive  at  it;  aad 
fome  have  the  title  given  them  by  way  of  eminence,  on  ac- 
count of  their  uncommon  proficiency  ;  yet,  fpeakinglirlfilj, 
If  we  fay  wc  have  no  fin  ^  we  deceive  ourf elves  ^  atid  the  truth  is 
not  in  wj  jl  ,•  nor  did  even  St  Paul  think,  he  had  already  uttaa" 
tv/,  cr  lias  aheady  perfe£i^. 

Jiut  here,  as  before,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  not  to 
err.  Tlie^,  who  allow  themfelves  in  the  habitual  on^iSenof 
any  oue  kiiown  duty,  or  the  habitual  pradice  of  ai>r  cue 
knov/u  fin  J  they  who  have  committed  any  Cngic  ::cl  of  delibe- 
rate grofs  fill,  without  heartily  repenting  of  it,  and  carefulif 
avoiding  it  afterwards  ;  are  not  good  perfons  with  iiiiperfec- 
lions,  but  <\'icked  ones  under  guilt  and  condcmi<atiou.    Tbe 

impcrf^cijcs* 
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imperfedions  of  the  good  are  of  quite  another  kind :  flight 
vreakneffes,  fudden  furprifes,  inconfidcrate  failures,  undifcerned 
unreafonablencfs  in  temper  and  behaviour  ;  honeilly  watched 
againft  upon  the  whole,  jet  returning  from  time  to  time,  fub- 
je£bs  of  dailj  concern  and  general  humiliation.     Let  no  one 
therefore  flatter   himfelf,  that   becaufe  all  men  have   their 
faults,  he  may^  wilfully  indulge  his  with9ut  danger.     Nor  let 
an  J  one  be  fo  abfurdly  cunning,  as  to  think  of  making  a  near 
bargain  in  religion :  and  contriving  to  be  jufl  fo  good  as  to  e- 
fcape  future  mifery  ;  and  yet  no  better,   than  he  needs  muft. 
Though  we  aim  to  do  our  utmoft,  we  fliall  be  fure  to  fall  be- 
neath the  rule  of  our  duty  :  but  if  we  aim  at  lefs,  we  flxall  be 
too  likely  to  fail  of  the   acceptance  of  our   Maker.     True 
goodnefs  includes  in  it  the  love  of  goodnefs.     No  one  can  be 
religious  and  virtuous  in  carneft,  without  finccrely  defiring  to 
be  more  fo  ;  and  feeling  the  truth  of  what  Wifdom,  in  the  fon 
of  Sirach,  aflerts  of  herfclf :  they,  that  eat  me^Jhall  yet  he  hun-- 
gry  :  and  tbey^  that  drifik  me^Jball yet  he  thirfty  :  for  my  tne^ 
mortal  isfweeter  than  honey  ;  and  mi  fie  inheritance  than  the  ho^ 
ney-comb  *.     Such  therefore,  as  are,  perhaps  in  no  refpeft, 
pofitively  either  vicious  or  profane,  but  negligent  and  thought- 
lefs ;  willing  to  go  to  heaven,  with  as  little  trouble,   and  as 
much  indulgence,  as  ever  they  can  ;  and,  of  the  two,  rather 
more  afraid  of  being  over  good,  than  downright  ba^ ;  are  al- 
ready, to  fpeak  the  moft  favourably  of  tUem,  in  a  very  un- 
promiflng  condition  ;  and,  unlefs  they  make  hafle  to  get  into 
a  better,  will  foon  be  in  a  worfe. 

Another  thing  ftlll,  to  be  obferved  concerning  the  new  cre- 
ation, is,  that-as  it  may  be  carried  to  different  degrees  of  per- 
feftion,  fo  it  may  be  attended  with  different  degrees  of  com- 
fort. Nor  is  there  any  proof  from  fcripture  or  experience^ 
that  perfons  equally  pious  are  filled  in  this  world  with'  equal 
joy  and  confolation.  Tliey,  that  have  a  greater  fliare  than 
ordinary  of  fuch  delightful  perceptions,  ought  undoubtedly,  if 
the  tenor  of  their  lives  afford  caufe  for  them,  to  be  very  thank- 
ful. But  fuch  as  have  the  leaft,  *  if  fi&r/r  j&^ar//  condemn  them 
not,  may  have  confidence  towards  God  f  ;  and  be  aflured,  that 
the  fmallnefs  of  their  prefcnt  degree  of  comfoit  flal/ woti  ta^ 
get  her  with  a//othcr  things  for  their  iviXwx^goodX*  Indeed  the  very 

fame 

•  Eccluf,  xxiv.  a  1^0.  f  i  John.  ill.  ai.         J  Rem.  vlii.  23. 


^^4  7be 'Libcralky  of  the  Go/pel  Scheme^        S».  XC 

fame  perlbns,  without  any  other  change  in  their  fpiritualflate, 
find,  at  times,  elevations,  depreffions,  infeafihi^ties,  for  which 
they  can  only  account  by  variations,  viSblc  or  fuppofcd,  in 
their  bodily  health,  or  God's  unfearchable  will  and  plcafue* 
Again,  very  bad  people  too  often  truji  in  tbmfelves^  that  thej 
are  righteous*;  and  rejoice  on  gioundlefs  prcfumptions;  whik, 
on  the  other  hand,  though  the  good  muft,  in  their  compofai 
hours,  feel  fomc  fatisfadion  iu  the  hope,  that  they  are  fudi; 
and  therefore  every  one  ought  to  refleft,  whether  he  hath,  on 
ferious  thought,  felt  that  fatisfaflion,  or  not  5  yet  theKghtrf 
God's  countenance  hath  been  frequently  withdrawn  fromfooe 
of  the  beft  of  men,  and  their  fyuls  difquieted  witbin  thcm\.  Nay, 
even  our  Saviour  complained,  that,  in  refpcd  to  the  cbccring 
influences  of  his  prefence,  God  hath  forjahen  hkn  t-  So 
that  no  one  can  juftly  think  weU  or  ill  of  himfclf  on  fuch  ac^ 
counts,  as  thcfe.  The  Pfalmift  hath  told  us,  that  thty.  ^" 
fow  i^  tears,  Jhnll  reap  in  joy  :  and  he  thai  now  goeth  w  to 
way  weeping,  and  beareth  forth  good  feed,  fhaU  doubtlefs  sm 
again  with  Joy,  and  bring  his  fheavei  with  him  §.  And  the 
prophet  hath  ftated  both  this  cafe,  and  its  oppofite.  fViou 
among  yon,  thatfeareth  the  Lord,  and  oheyeth  the  w^ice  of  ^ 
fcrvant,  that  walkeih  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  /  Let  him 
trnjl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  flay  upon  his  God.  Behold, 
all  ye  thatiindle  afire,  and  compafs  yourfelf  about  wtbfparh: 
walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  fparhs  that  ye  faw 
Undid,     "^hisfball  ye  ha'ue  of  mine  hand  ;  ye  fball  lie  AfW  « 

The  only  fure  evidence  therefore  of  the  goodncfs  ofonr 
condition,  is  the  fincerity  of  an  obedience,  flowing  fromiDO. 
tivcs  truly  Chriftian.  And  accordingly,  what  the  apoftlc  calls 
here  in  the  text  p  new  creature,  he  caUs,  in  a  parallel  place  d 
the  preceding  chapteT,/«7>A  working  by  love%,  and  in  anothrr, 
keeping  the  ccmmandments  of  God  ,.  So  that  when  he  laith, 
the  new  creature  wiU  avail,  and  nothing  dfe,  he  faith  it  oa 
fuppofition  of  its  being  fo  compleated,  as  to  anfwcr  its  cad: 
which  end  unlefa  we  are  6arefu!.to  attain,  by  exertmg the 
principles  of  the  fpiritual  life  conferred  on  us  in  baptifm,  and 
growing  up  in  all  Chriflian  graces  j  however  great  a  blcffiag 
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m  itfelf  our  facramental  regeneration  is,  it  will  be  none 
to  us  :  but  we  had  better  not  have  been  born,  better  not 
have  been  new  born,  if  it  only  intitles  U9  to  privileges, 
that  we  filially  forfeit;  and  become,  to'  ufe  St  Jujie's  ex- 
preffion,  twice  dead  *.  Our  Saviour  hath  told  us,  that  the 
tree  is  known  by  its  /ruitf.  And  the  fru'is  of  the  Spirit  are 
the  virtues  of  a  holy  life  J.  If  we  experience  thcfe,  we  have 
a  mark  of  our  acceptance  With  God,  which  canriot  deceive  : 
all  otter  marks,  all  other  feelings,  be  they  ever  fo  lively,  ever 
fo  pleafing,  may.  Doubtlefs,  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Chrifly  he  is  none  of  his  J.  Our  pious  difpofitions,  our  well« 
grounded  comforts,  all  proceed  from  the  Holy  Ghoft :  and  we 
can  have  i!«ith«r,  without  perceiving  them.  But  we  may  per- 
ceive them,  without  certainly  knowing,  by  the  manner  of  the^ 
perception,  that  they  are  his  work :  it  fuffices,  that,  on  the 
authority  of  fcripture,  we  believe  they  are.  And  fcripture 
hath  no  where  taught  us  to  diAinguiih,  what  impulfes,  or  fen- 
fations  within  us,  come  from  God,  and  what  from  a  difierent 
fource,  by  the  mere  flrength  and  delightfulnefs  of  them. 
•  Without  queftion,  clear  and  joyful  perfuafions  of  our  interefl; 
in  the  divine  favour,  if  we  have  foundation  to  judge  that  we 
are  intitled  to  them^  are  the  greateft  felicity  that  we  can  en- 
joy in  this  world.  But  whoever  relies  on  fuch  perfuafions  a- 
lone,  inftead  of  examining  what  ground  tliey  ftand  upon,  ex- 
pbfes  himfelf  to  the  utmoit  danger  of  being  mifled  by  a  heat- 
ed imagination,  of  a  finful  confidence  :  of  which  kind  of  de- 
lufions  the  hiftory  of  the  church  in  all  ages  hath  been  full. 
And  whoever  determines  either  his  own  ft  ate  towards  God,  or 
that  of  any  one  elfe,  to  be  a  bad  one,  for  want  of  fuch  tokens 
of  its  being  a  good  one,  contradids  the  rule  of  holy  writ* 
Every  one,  that  doth  righteoufnefs,  is  born  of  him  ||,  and  un- 
wifely  dejeds  himfelf,  or  uncharitably  condemns  his  Bro- 
ther. 

Let  us  therefore  be  very  cautious  not  to  fancy  the  paths  of 
religion  either  narrower  or  broader,  than  they  are :  neither 
to  maie  the  heart  of  the  ri^teous  fad,  whom  God  hath  riot 
madefhd;  nor  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  by  promifing 
^^  ^U'  for  of  both  thefe  errors  we  may  be  guilty  at  once. 

But 
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.  But  in  order  to  ayold  both^  let  us  form  oiir  notions  of  our- 
felves  and  others  by  God's  unerring  word,  interpreted  with 
the  reafonablenefs  and  mildnefs  of  a  truly  Chriftian  temper ; 
and  then  we  ihall  quickly  difcern,  that  the  only  fare  teft  of 
good  and  bad  perfons  is  that,  which  St  John  bath  fo  foleninlj 
delivered  from  above :   T^his  then  is  the  mejfage,  which  vx  bine 
heard  of  bim^  and  declare  unto  you^   that   God  is  light ^    and  iM 
him  is  no  darknefs  at  alL     Ifv^e  fay,  that  we  have  yelltncfiif 
with  him,  and  walk  in  darknefs^  that  is,  wickednefs,  we  lie^  and 
do  not  the  truth.     But  if  we  walk  in  the  light ^   as  be  is  in  the 
light,  if  we  fludtoufly  imitate  the  purity  and  holineis  of  our 
heavenly  Father,   we  have  fellow/hip  one  with  another^  ami 
the   blood  of  Jefus    Chri/l  his  .  Son^   cleanfeth    us   from  aR 
fin*. 


*  I  John  i.  5,  6t  7. 
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The  Djsath  of  Stephen,  a  ^atterk  of  Faith  and  For- 
giveness. 
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^nJ  tbey  fiofieJ  Stephen^  calling  upon  God^  and  faying^  Lord  'jef us  i 
f^ecehje  My  Spirit,-^ And  hi  kneeled  donvn^  and  cried  with  a  loud 
^oice,  Lordy  lay  not  this  Jin  to  their  charge.  And  when  he  had 
faxd  this,  he  fell  afieip^ 

A  S  th«  interefts  of  religion  and  Virtue  require  that  diie  re- 
^^  gards  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  pious  and  good  perfons ;, 
and  as  they,  who  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  Ciod  and 
their  duty,  have  given  the  ftrongcft  proofs  of  theii*  kttachment 
to  the  nobleft  caufe  -,  ft)  the  Chriftian  Church  hathj  from  the 
beginning,  (hewn  diftingiiiflicd  hon6ttr8  to  thofe  ptofeflbts  of 
its  holy  faith,  who  have  fealcd  their  Teftimoity  to  it  with 
their  blood.  The  firft  Martyr^  Or  witnefs,  of  this  kind,  afte^ 
the  bleflcd  Jefus  hinifelf,  Was  St  Stephen,  a  m^kn  full  of  faith, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  6f  pO^Oer",  and  ofwifdom  *,  whofe 
death  is  related  in  the  text.  And  we  find  in  the  next  verfe 
but  one,  that  devout  men  carried  him,  with  decent  folemnity, 
to  his  burial,  and  naide  great  lamentation  over  him  ;  undoubt- 
edly mixed  with  equal  triumph,  that  he  had  finiihed  his  courfe 
in  fo  exemplary  a  minner :  nor  Were  they  withheld  frota  it 
by  fear  of  the  refentment,  to  which  fo  public  an  inftance  of 
refpeQ  muft  provoke  his  murderers,  and  all  their. adherents. 
Vol.  II.  4D  .Two 
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Two  of  tte  moil  ancient  monuments  of  ecdefiaftlcal  hiftory, 
that  we  have,  excepting  the  New  Teftament,  are  the  accosnts 
of  the  martyrdom,  of  Tgnatius  and  Polycarp,  both  difciplesof 
St  John,  writtAi,  at  the  time  of  their  fuffering,  by  the  diurd- 
ea  of  Antioch  and  Smyrna^  of  which  they  were  bifhops.  And 
in  thofe  they  mention,  as  of  courfe,  theiF  purpofe  of  celebr*. 
ting  yearly  the  feftival  of  their  birth-days,  of  their  entrance 
into  a  better  life,  for  the  commemoration  of  their  excdkot 
graces,  and  ihe  incitement  of  others  to  imitate  tfaem«  Tbis 
did  they  prcrvide,  that  the  righteous  Jhould  he  had  in  everh^ 
ing  remembrance  *:  and  obferved  the  more  particular  dixtc* 
tion,'  given  to  that  intent  in  the  epifile  to  ^  the  Hebrews :  h» 
member  them,  which  have  \hadY\  the  rule  offer  jwi,  wboleve 
Jpoien=  unto  you  the  word  of  God  ;  whofi  faith  follow^  cwfUff' 
ing  the  end,  the  event,  of  their  converfation^  The  reft  of  4e 
primitive  churches  appear  to  have  followed  the  fame  nk: 
and  each  to  have  honoured  the  more  eminent  of  their  owb 
msurtyrs,  who  haid  been  ufually  their  teachers  alfo,  by  snni- 
verfary  ailemblies  for  preferying  the  reverence  due  to  tfaetr 
charadei^,  and  o£Fering  up  thanks  to  God  fof  their  examples. 
But  the  increafe  df  their  anmbers^  and  the  adoption  of  tbe 
fufferers  of  one  church  into  the  liturgies  of  others,  and  the 
admiifion  of  eminently  good  perfoas,  who  had  not  rtjtjid 
unto  blood  X^  and  the  frequent  grants,  which  in  fubfeqneota- 
ges  were  mad&  of  fo  high  a  diftindion,  with  little  care  of  pre- 
vious inquiry^  multiplied  the  retusms  of  thefe  folemnities  ve- 
ry improperly  and  inconveniently.  Then  beiides,  a  ftill  grctf- 
er  evil  was,  that  praifes  and  panegyrics  too  foon  grew  to  be 
immoderate,  and  afterwards  impious*  In  the  vehemence  of 
oratorical  encomiums  and  exclamations,  the  faint  was  calM 
upon  as  prefent,  till  by.  degrees  he  was  thought  fo :  and  vhat 
at  firft  was  merely  a  bold  and  moving  figure  of  fpeech,  be- 
came at  lengthy  in  good  eameft,  a  prayer ;  which  rhjueftcd  of 
a  dead  man,  who  was  unable  to  hear  it,  not  only  that  h« 
would  intercede  with  God  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-fervants, 
but  that  he  would  himfelf  beftow  fiich  bfeffings  upon  tbem, 
as  no  creature  hath  in  his  power.  Things  being  found  in  this 
condition  it  tlie  Reformation,  it  was  ncceflsiry,  both  to  abolii 

intirdf 
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-entirely  thefe  unlawful  addreffes,  and  to  limit  the  original  fort 
of  commemorations  to  a  moderate  lift  of  perfona,  indifputably 
vrorthy  of  tliem.     Accordingly  no  day  is  appointed  by  our 
church  for  Uie  celebration  of  any  other,  than  the  principal 
Taints,  mentioned  in  the.  New  Teftament,  it  being  hard  to  ftop, 
if  more  were  added.     And  aniongll  thefc^  St  Stephen  is  the 
•only  one,  who  ftands  fokly  on  the  foot  of  .being  a  martyr:  as 
indeed  it  was  fit,  that  the  foremoft,  the  leader^  of  that  tujblc 
army  flxould  be  diftinguiflxcd, '  and  chofen  as  it  were,  to  repre- 
fent  the  reft.  .  Now  we  fliall  keep  his  feftival  in  a  due  man- 
ner, if  we  make  ufe  of  it  to  place  before  our  thoughts, 
I-  The  finfulnefs  of  perfecution  for  confcience  fake.  - 
II.  The  excellency  of  bearing  it  well. 
I.  The  finfulnefs  of  perfecution  for  confcience  .fake. 
Taking  away  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  the  liberty,  any  of 
the  rights  ot  our  brethren,  merely  for  ferving  their  Maker  in 
fucdi  manner  as  they  are  perfuaded  they  oughj,  when  by  io 
doing  they  hurt  not  human  fociety,  or  any  member  of  it,  ma- 
terially, is  eyidcndy  iu^onfiftcnt  with  all  pftice  and  humanity : 
for  it  is  puniihiag  thofe,  who^have  not  injured  us ;  nor  is  it 
Jefs  inconfiftent  with  policy  and  common  prudence.    .For  thus 
many  will  be  driven  from  amongft  us,  who  might  have  been 
very  ufeful :  and  fuch  of  the  fame  opinion,  as  fta^  behind> 
will  be  tempted  to  .become  either  open  or  fecret  enemies,  in 
order  to  free  thcmfelves  from  the  hardlhips  which  they  fuflFer, 
and  revenge  themfelves  on  the  authors  of  them :  frqm  which 
motives  have  proceeded  the  bloodieft  wars,  the  moft  fliockiug 
maffacres,  the  moft  heinojas  barbarities,  that  have  ever  dif- 
graced  human  nature.     Ox  fliould  men  comply^j^piinft  their 
judgmenjts,  and  live  quietly ;  from  being  hypocrites  in  the 
great  point  of  their  religion,  they  will  too  probably  grow  dif- 
honeft  in  others.     And  though  their  pofterity  may  at  length 
be  fincere  5  and  fo  what  we  think  truth  be  promoted  in  our 
part  of  the  world:  yet  if  the.  reft  fliould  be  induced  by  our 
example  to  promote  what  they  think  truth,  in  the  fame  way, 
it  will  by  no  means  be  a  gainer  on  the  whole.     Fair  argu« 
ment  and  equitable  behaviour  are  the  natural  methods  of 
fpreading  it :  and  it  will  never  thrive  by  ai^  oppofite  ones. 
This  being  the  cafe,  imagining  that  God  crui  t.:;join  religious 
cruelties,  or  fail  to  be  difpleafed  with  them,  is  thinking  fo  un- 
worthily and  abfurdly  of  him,  that  few  things  are  more  fur. 

4  ^  ^  V  prifing 
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priiingy  than  the  wide  extent  and  long  prevalence  of  fo  moa- 
ilrous  an  error.  And  nothing  diftinguiihes  this  age  and  na- 
tion more  tp  its  honour,  than  its  entertaining  in  general  & 
right  fentiments  on  the  fubjjed  before  us. 

When  and  where  perfecution  began,  hath  been  controren- 
ei.  Some  have  charged  the  Jews  with  giving  the  firft  exam- 
ple of  it^  by  extirpating  the  Canaanites,  and  punifhing  idok- 
try  with  death  amongil  their  owii  people.  But  the  Canaar- 
ites  were  extirpated,  not  for  harmJefs  religious  opinioos  ct 
obfervances,  but  for  monfirous  and  unnatural  cruelties  ard 
impurities,  praftifed  in  their  worlhip  and  out  of  it:  bj  vbidi, 
continued  through  many  generations,  their  iniquity,  being  at 
length,  as  the*  fcripture  expreffes  ity/ull* ;  Gbd  aj^intedtbe 
Ifraelites,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  numerous  miradn, 
to  execute  his  vengeance  upon  them :  which  commaBd  vas 
probably  deiigned  to  give  them  a  greater  abhorrence  of  tLc 
like  enormities ;  and  certainly  they  were  bound  to  obejii. 
But  they  neither  claimed  any  right  elfe  to  puoifh  thofc  a- 
tions  ;  nor  any  right  at  all  to  punifli  other  nations,  thoogi 
guilty  of  the  fame  crimes. 

Nor  amongft  themfclves  were  they  authorifed  to  proceed 
criminally  againft  any  perfons  on  account  of  their  faith  cr 
devotions,  excepting  the  adorers  of  the  neighbouring  faMf 
deities  ;  or  of  the  true  one  by  an  image.  Now  fuch  of  tWc 
deities,  as  had  been  men,  had  been  fuch  dangerous  patteius  d 
wickednefs;  and  the  fervice  of  them  all  was  fo  full  of  dctcfla- 
ble  abominations,  that  paying  them  any  honour  muflbecf 
Very  bad  confequence;  but  paying  them  thofc,  whlcbthfj 
were  undeirftood  to  clain^,  worfe  than  atheifm  itfdf.  Acfi 
fetting  up  images  of  the  true  God  had  fo  ftrong  and  imincdi- 
atc  a  tendency  to  lower  the  reverence  of  him,  and  bring  liiffl 
down  to  a  level  with  the  reff,  that  the  mifchicf  was  ocljane 
degree  removed.  Befides,  it  no  way  appears,  that  the  He- 
brew idolaters  held  it  theii  duty  to  fcc  fiich :  but  liccnticuf- 
nefs,  or  miftaken  policy,  or  love  of  novelty,  of  fome  wrccf 
inducement  of  that  fort,  led  them  to'  adopt  the  divinities  oi 
their  neighbours  ;  flill  believing  in  Jehovah,  though  pratS- 
rally  they  forfook  him.  And  therefore,  as  confciencc  did  Ji« 
require  their  falfe  worijiip,  it  was  net  injured  by  the  prct'- 
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bitioD  of  it-  Nor  muft  we  forget,  ihzt  God  haying  conde- 
fcended  to  be  their  fupreme  civil  magi  ft  rate,  as  well  as  the 
obje&  of  their  adoration ;  owning  another  god  was  treafoii, 
as  well  as  idolatry  :  which  never  was  the  caffe  of  anj  one  na- 
tioD  in  the  world  befides. 

It  is  therefore  amongft  the  heathens,  that  we  muft  look  for 
the  origin  of  real  perfecution.     Yet,  we  confefs,  moft  of  them 
tolerated,  and  even  incorporated,  a  great  variety  of  deities,  and 
modes  of  worfliip ;   becaufe  they  fuppofed,  that  the  former 
might  be  all  true,  and  the  latter  all  acceptable.     And  therc;^ 
fore  it  was  not  readily  concluded  from  a  man's  having  a  reli?» 
gion  pf  his  own,  that  he  denied  that  of  the  ftate.     But  when 
there  feemed  caufe  to  apprehend  that  he  did,  it  was  deemed^ 
in  fome  of  th/e  freeft  conftitutions,  a  capital  crime:  as  the 
known  cafe  of  Socrates  fully  proves.     There  were  indeed  but 
but    fcv   fuch    punifliments,    becaufe   there   were  but  few 
fuch   offences,  real  or  pretended :    for  men  ufually  fpoke 
and  aded  as  the  laws  of  their  country  prefcribed,  whatever 
they  thought :  till  the  Jews,  in  their  captivities  and  difper- 
fions,  refufing  to  worfliip  any  other  god,  than  the  one  invifiblc 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  provoked,  by  fo  doing.  Pagan  bi- 
gotryj  and,  infteadof being  the  firft  perfecutors,  were  amon<rft  the 
firtt  mixrtyrs;  indeed  to  true  piety  were  the  very  firft,  Socrates 
having  always  conformed  to  the  religion  of  Athens,  and  being 
unjuftly  condemned  as  rejefting  it.     Yet  as  the  Jews  were 
not  commanded  to  propagate  their  faith,  but  only  to  profefs 
it,  which  however  did  propagate  it  in  fome  meafure;  the  num- 
ber of  their  fufferers  for  confcience  fake,  except  in  the  time  of 
the  Maccabees,  was  very  fmall,  when  compared  with  thofe  of 
the  primitive  Chriftians. 

For  the  apoftles  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  their  companions  and 
fucccflbrs,  being  intrufted  by  him  with  a  commiflion  the  moft 
beneficial  to  mankind  that  ever  was ;  that  of  notifying  to  the 
Jews,  that  their  promifed  MeRiah  was  come  ;  of  converting 
the  Gentiles  from  idolatry,  and  teaching  all  men  the  genuine 
love  of  God  and  their  neighbour,  as  the  way  to  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  ;  became,  for  undertaking  this  good  work,  (though 
they  proceeded  in  it  moft  refpeai'ully  to  magiftrates,  and  inof- 
fenSvely  to  all  men)  objtfts  of  public  rage,  inftcad  of  Grati. 
tude.  Nor  were  they  only,  but  their  followers  of  both  kxts, 
purfued  with  warmer  j^eal,  and  dcftroyed  by  more  exquifite 

torments, 


58a  •        The  D^ath  of  Suphett]  Stt^XCl. 

torments,  thaft  the  vileft  mrilefadlors  :  nor  was  the  continuaoce 
pf  thefe  barbarities,  excepting  fome  intervals,  much  Icfe  thta 
taree  hundred  years.  Yet  none  of  them  were  retaliated,  when, 
In  fpight  of  them  all,  our  faith,  by  its  own  reafonablcnefs,  aad 
the  unwfearicd  patience  of  \t^  adherents^  had  prevailed,  aod 
was  become  the  reigni.ig  one :  not  even  the  bittereft  perfe- 
cutors  were  punifticd  for  all  the  murders,  which  they  had 
committed.  Nor  did  any  erroneous  Chriftian  f offer  death  from 
9  Chriftian  magiftrate  for  his  errors,  for  a  long  while  after- 
wards :  nor  was  any  law  xpade  for  th?tt  end,  I  believe,  in  00c 
thoufand  years  from  our  Saviour's  coming.  In  procefs  of 
time  indeed  the  rulers  of  the  church  of  Kome,  having  already 
introjiuced  other  corruptions  into  our  holy  profeflion,  fap- 
pprted  them  in  introducing  this  alfo.  But  when  they  were  bet 
come  pex'fecutors,  much  tiuer  and  ipore  orthc>dox  Chriftiaos 
became  once  more  willing  martyrs.  Amongft  thefe  our  fixil  it- 
formers  were  eminent :  fince  whofe  days,  liberty  of  confcicacc 
and  the  religious  rights  of  mankind  have  been  ^erted  on  more 
folid  grounds,  in  a  fuller  extent,  and  with  greater  confiileoce, 
than  ever  was  done  before.  Nor  I  hope  will  the  paembersaf 
our  communion  ever  forget  to  exercife,  eijthcr  due  caution  a- 
l^ainft  the  opep  and  fecret  attempts  of  thofe  blood-thirfty  aijd 
faith-breaking  tyrants,  or  due  moderation  towards  all,  who 
peaceably  di ffeut  from  us. 

And  they,  who  accufe  Chriftianity  of  the  cruelties,  com- 
mitted by  the  profeflbrs  of  it,  fhould  confider,  how  much  its 
genuine  profeflbrs  abominate  even  the  fmalltft  of  I  hem,  sod 
^\crj  tendency  to  them.  But  indeed  thefe  our  adverferles, 
who  would  (eem  to  abhor  a  perfecuting  fpirit  beyond  all  mcr, 
and  complain  of  our  religion,  as  encouraging  it,  have  lingular 
need  t,o  examine,  of  what  fpirit  they  are  thcmfelves ;  and  whe- 
ther they  do  not  by  falfe  imputations,  ^ndcrueimochngs*,  the 
only  weapons  which  tliey  have  at  command,  perfecute,  moS 
unrighteoufly,  (without  any  pretence  of  ccnfcieiice  to  oblige 
them  to  it)  both  Chriftian  faith,  and  natural  piety,  wthont 
fparing,  in  feveral  inftances,  even  moral  virtue.  A  proper 
fenfe  of  their  cwn  vehemences  would  incline  them  to  exciife, 
as  far  as  pcflible,  thbfe  of  other  men,  and  reftrain  them  frcsi 
going  on  to  bring  charges  againft  the  innocent  and  guilty,  pro- 

mifcuouflj. 
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xnifcuoufly.  But  though  we  were  all  as  bad  in  this  refpefl:^ 
a3  they  imagine  the  word  of  us  to  be,  it  would  by  no  means 
afteft  the  truth  of  the  fcripture  dodrine,  which  is  far  from  en- 
couraging force  in  matters  of  faith.  The  patriarchal  religion  is 
free  from  all  fhadow  of  blame  in  that  refpecl :  the  JewiQi  hath 
been  fufRciently  vindicated  :  and  the  Chriftian  fully  clears  it- 
fclf.  Our  blefled  Lord  reproved  his  difciples,  when  tliey  would 
have  called  down  fire  from  heaven  on  the  Samaritans  ;  who, 
b^des  being  both  heretics  and  fchifmatics,  had  ufed  him  per- 
fonally  ill;  and  told  them,  that  the  Son  of  man  was  not  come 
to  deflroy  mens  lives ^  hut  tofave  them  *.  And  though  in  a  pa- 
rable he  ufes  the  words,  compel  them  to  come  in\\  both  the 
whole  of  the  context,  and  the  whole  of  his  inftruaions,  par- 
ticulariy  thofe  which  he  gave  to  his  apoftles  when  he  firft 
fent  them  forth,  irrefragably  prove,  that  the  only  compulfion 
intended  was  that  of  cogent  reafons  and  preffing  exhortations. 
Accordingly  St  Paul  plainly  afierts,  that  the  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are  not  carnal  %>  but  that  we  are  to  inftruB  in  meek^ 
nefs  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves^.  We  are  not  then  authori- 
zed to  raife  perfccution ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  commanded 
patiently  to  fuSer  it.  And  therefore  I  now  proceed, 
.  II.  To  fhew  the  excellency  of  tliis  duty :  arid  particularly, 
as  praaifed  by  the  firft  Chriflians. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  as  moft  of  the  heathens 
thought  all  religions  might  be  true,  they  were  in  little  dan- 
ger of  fuffering  fpr  any  ;  and  amoijgft  fuch,  as  thought  their 
eftablifhed  faith  and  worfhip  falfe  and  even  mifchievous,  few 
or  none  had  the  patriotifm  to  deglare  againft  it,  or  the  fince- 
tity  to  refufe  complying  with  it.  The  Jews,  who,  fo  long  as 
they  obferved  their  law,  were  affured  of  national  profperity, 
had  fmall  need  of  precepts  to  undergo  perfecution  for  it  wiU- 
ingly:  which  however  they  did  undergo  with  admirable 
fortitude,  when  the  fins  of  the  people  in  general  had  brought 
the  pious  part,  along  with  themfelves,  into  diftrefs.  And  it 
is  a  moving  defcription,  which  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  gives 
of  their  fuflFerings.  Thej^  had  trial  ofmockings  and  fcourgings, 
of  bonds  and  imprifonment :  they^  were  floned,  they  were  fawn 
afunder,  were  Jain  with  the  fword:  they,  went  about  infheep^ 
Jkins  and  goat^fkins,  being  deflitthe,  affliaed,  tormented;    of 

whom 

•  Luke  iz  54,  55,  jd.         f  Luke  xiv.  33.         J  a  Cor.  x  4. 
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lohom  the  world  was  not  worthy:   they  wandered  inaejerts  atl 
mountains^  and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth  *.  ^  ^ 

Theix/affliaions  however  were  only  occafional  confequa- 

ces  of  the  idolatry  of  their  countrymen.    But  Chriftiaoity  fe 

out  from  the  firft  with  our  Saviour's' predlaions  ^t<j1iis  djf. 

ciples,  that  tbeyjbould  pe  hated  0/ all  nations,  delvvei^ed  d^,  ^ 

killed  for  bis  name's  fake  \;  with  their  ^rcdiaions   to  Aer 

converts,  that  ally  who  would  live  godly  in  Chrijl  J^f  ^ 

fuffer  pfrfecutionX\  with  immediate  and  dreadful  epraojes  of 

thefe  truths.;    with   the  exprefs  command,    he  faithful  unio 

death.andl  will  give  thee  a  crown  oflife^.  And  faithfuia^ri- 

ingly  they  were  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  nothing  but  .^p"^9?|[" 

nefs  of  truth,  and  divine  affiftance,  could  pofliWy  n^ake  tW. 

The  apoftles  gave  no  proofs  of  courage  in  the  firft  part  of 

their  hiftory,     They  all  defcrted  our  Saviour,  a^  f^on  asever 

he  was  apprehended :    one  of  them  was  terrifiejl,  '^^'^1^5,?/  ^1 

particularly' great  occafion,  into  denying  him;    and  even  a.- 

ter  hia  refurredion,  nay  probahly  bis  afccnfion  too,  tnej  kept 

their  affemblies  very  private,  for  fear  f^  the  yews  jj;  Wbat 

was  it  then,  that  changed  them  into  fuch  jjiffcr^^igfoast 

within  the  fpace  of  a  few  days  ?  What  coi^d  it  be  ^J^, 

the  completion,  recorded  in  the  Afts,  of  our  Sayiou^'Ji  jfoijifc 

Tejball  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghojl  is  co^ef^ 

you  :  andyefhall  he  witnejes  unto  me  in  Jerufalet^^ffl^C^U  7^* 

deq,  and  unto  the  uttermofl  parts  of  the  earth%.     .With  ^ 

fuiprifing  boldnefs,  immediately  upon  this, .  doth  t^Jggi*- 

poftate,  St  Yct^Xyflafiding'up  with  the^  eleven^  lift  4lf  hif^^^ 

and  fay,  ye  men  of  Judea,  and  all  ye  that  dwelUt^Jertififf^ 

le  this  known  unto  you,  and  bear  ken  to  my  words  ^  M  alltU 

lot^feoflfraslknow  affuredly,  that   Gcd  hatlt  m^thatjiosd 

y^fm,  v^hom  ye  have  crucified,  Lord  and  Ciri^4|rT!"*  ^ 

•aot  ^.pa/tionate.and  Inconfidarate  courage.  For  what W  tlij^ 

Jiappene4,  ths^t  could  raife  it  in  th^t.  all?   And  wl«^fl^ 

^bffiibjy  be  miWe.r  *nd  more  rational,  tfcan  thrir  uniform  ton- 

pW«idit>^haviour:.  which,  their  anfw«r  ^(>.  the  threaten]^ 

of  th^  rulers,  both  fo  .rcfolutdy  and  decently  exprcffes?  «^- 

(tcr  it  ic  ti^ht  in  the  Jight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  yw^ 

•  Hcb.^i.  36,  37i  38.      '  t  Matth  xxiv.  9.       %  »  Tim.  iii.;  »• 
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^  Aa*  ii.  14.  +  ^^^^  3^' 
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tbeui  wOq  Gody  judge  ye.     For  we  camtot  but  fyeai  the  things    " 
vobieb  we  bavefeen  and  heard*  • 

As  they  bore  teftimpnj,  not  merely  to  doftrioes  and  opini- 
i>iiSy  but  to  plain  and  repeated,  though  miraculotts  fads,  of 
i^hich  their  fenfes  were  perfed  judges,  thej  could  not  miU 
take.      And  what   could  they  hope  for  by   attempting  to 
deceive  ?  They  muft  each  of  them  know  themfelTes   to  be 
every  way  unqualified  for  conducing  a  fraud  of  this  nature. 
.They  had  feen  juft  before,  that  they  could  not  truft,  either  to 
^e  bravery,  or  the  fidelity,  one  of  another.  Or  if  th^y  could^ 
a  great  part  of  what  they  faid  might  eafily  be  confuted  not- 
withftaiiding,   if  it  was  not  true.     For  aught  appears,  they 
.  saighc    have   returned    to   their    former  occupations    with 
preat  fafety.      But   if  they  went   on  in  this   new   way: 
they  knew  the  magift/ates  were  vehement  againft  them; 
they   £aw  tha  people,   at  heft,   would  do  nothing  to  fup« 
port  Aem ;  and  the  fate  of  their  mafter  was  full  before  their 
eyes.     In  tbeie  circnmftances,  worldly  advantage  could  not 
be  their  motive.     And  foodnefs  of  acquiring  glory  amongii 
their  followers  was  not  likely  to  overbalance   the  fear  of 
pmiffltnaiit,  in  men  of  their  educatipn ;  efpecially  in  a  num- 
ber of  diem ;  befides  that,  humanly  fpeaking,  they  could  ex- 
peft  naitber  glory  nor  followers.    And  in  fad  they  were  held 
in  the  lowjsft  contempt  by  moil  men,  and  honoured  but  by 
few.    Or  fliould  we  fuppofe,  that,  contrary  to  all  probability, 
and  to  the  exprcfs  Qotices  given  them,  they  looked  for  better 
triimfii  nt  in  carrying  on  their  undertaking,  than  they  found : 
yet  when  they  perceived  their  difappointment,  would  no  one 
of  them  have  been  fo  honeft,  as  tp  own  his  error,  and  deted 
his  accom^ces  ;  or  at  leaft  fo  wife,  as  to  wi..hdraw  himfelf 
out  of  harm's  way  ?  Would  they  all  have  gone  on,  year  after 
year,  fopporting  perfecution  and  death,  one  after  another : 
neither  taking  warning  nor  complaining,  but  rejoicing  and^ 
trittii4»hing  ?    Hear  only,  what  a  d^fcrippon  St  Paul  gives  of 
their  and  his  own  condition.   Cod  bfitb  fet  forth  us  the  afofik^ 
Iqfl^  as  it  were  appointed  to  death  :  we  are  made  afpeQade  unto 
the  world :  — even  unto  this  prejent  hour,  we  both  hunger  and 
tbir^,  and  are  nake4,  and  are  buffeted,  and  have  no  certain 
dwelling'^pUtce  ;  and  labour,  working  with  our  own  hands  ; — we 
are  made  as  thefiUh  of  the  world,  and  are  the  ojffeouring  of  all 

Vol.  IL  4  E  things 
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thing!  unt^  this  day'*.     Coiil4  tiiey  liave  tdiofeii  to^be^^ 
iffim  aay  other  pfinpiple,  thaq,,tiiS!^l«eJ^<*i,feftl5li€wlKIQpeIl- 

fUxed^  hut  not  in  d^p<iir :,  ^r/f^uf^,  but  no*  fyrj^^^'^^ 
dovjn^  hut  nqt  dcfif^yed.  We  are ^alwf^ys  d^l^e^^untQ  4^ 
for  Jefus'/aie,  that  t^c  Ijfe  alfo  ^  Jifm.mig}^  U>ff^  «cf- 
f^in  ottr  mortal j7.Jh  ^-.in^^^ing  4,bat  b^^^:u:bzGt  fai/ed  ^  tU 
Lord  ^fi/us,  Jball,  .raifeup  us  \ayk  hy  y^ifS.^j6r;,^b^  fc^ 
ncejaint  not ;.  but  though  our.cut^ard  man  ptrifif^  yet  tie  ia^ 
•i^ard  man,  is,  re/;etied  dayjfy  day  ^,  ^ot  were  they  afioSM 
ia  jthis  hprojp  manner,  only  while  d/Q9th  might  poiSbJy  )»at 
a  diilapsvc  fv^vn  t;^pm ;  but  the  ntsarei  it  approached tb^  wtt 
they  feltiOif'^he.fiame  Spirit.  I  am  now,  faith  St  Pa»4  ^^ 
tq  Jfe  offered^  (ird  the  time  of  my  departure  tie  at  band.  J^ 
fought  the  goodfgbt^  I  have fnijbed  my  courje^  I JiO?o%  fetfiik 
Juith,  EcTtcefortb  there  is  laid  up  far  P9f  a  crov^^fxoffigf^t^' 
ne/s^  uhlcb  (be  Zord^  tie  righteous  Jud^^Jball  ff^f  u^a$^ 
day\.  Cap  theire  be  words  in  language?  ignore  ^pipffivtrf 
QjDfciftps  integrity,  an4  compofed  fortitiwfe ?  .  .;,     ,  ,-,^r 

,  Hutt  ^his  wss  far  itoxn  the  whole  excellence  of  thar.frmiftjjf 
min^,  with  which  xh^y  met  fuiSerings.  Coii]i4<^7  ^^^ 
lighted  tbep^fslvea  with  the:  thought  of  vefig^^f^  fim^qgo 
their  adverfarics,  either  from  moi  9r  from  Uo^gr  wi  t^^ J% 
Unt  life  or  the  next,  it  might  poiEWy  have  gi;vei^/pme  poox 
eonfcUtipn  and  Jijpport  to  corrupt  nature  under  torments  aai 
dearti.  But . their  Mafter'a  rule  wns,  L^ve  yimr.^jutfemiifj,,^  Idfji 
I  lew  that  eierfeycii^dQ  good  to  them  thai  ba^e  yon f^f^t4fl'^^ 
them  that  dcfpitefully  trfe  yov^  and  ptrfecute  ymL%^  v'S^i^ 
nieimt  orJj  to  harden  them  into  a  bold'  m^et4iogi9|?^^>o^ 
;ie  vroTild  never  have  required  of  them  fuch  teadfiOif&rOf  kii4 
kiftcSitm  to-iTArds  adverfarics:  a  temper , fo. very ;^^oon§fte^ 
with  all  the  ccmmon  excitements  to  courages  on  refiAii^g  thciD* 
/\nd  had  they  found  themfelves  w&ble  to  ,fiUain  fu^ff^  exaltpd 
virtue,  to  which  none  aimoft  before  them'hs^  eve;ij|  xna^  V^f 
teufidnsv  they* would  have  concejdQiJ  or  ^rppt  lH$.preoept,  or 
explained  it  away.  But,  on  tbe.  contrary,  they^ptofcflcditto 
iCi>  full  extent,  l^hough  I  give  my  body  to  be  burnfid^  and  bast 
not  clarity,  that  is,  univerfal  love  to  alL  men,  itprqfitetbui 
noJ^ing(.     And  they  pradifed  it,  a$  they  profi^ffcd  it.     -Bo? 

*  2  Cor.  iv.  9,  I F,  I2|  13.  t  *  ^^^'  *v.  8,  9»  ii»  Ut  i^ 

I"  z  Tim.  iv.  7,  8.  §  Matth  v.  44-  1!  i  Cor-  xil^  3- 


r^mlcdf  weoilefi :  hinf^:perfe(Uted^t»efuffer  it.:  Sniti^  \iefaviiied^ 
wiiktreat  ♦•  Thcj  ^kjiyeffed  all  the  kindnefe,  thcj  made  all 
theexddfe^y  fi^r '  their  perfecutors^  which  ^ey  poffibly  cotrid. 
Thus  the  fame  St  Paul:  I  have  great  beavinefs^^nd  >  continual 
J&rr^w^n  ^fny  heart ^-^Jktr  my  hreihren^  who  ate  Ifrtt^Utes  \  : 
uty -hearth  defire  and  pf^yer  tP  Cod  fir  Ifraelis^  that  thty  might 
hit^ fitted.  ^  fV  /  hiHr  them  reeord^  that  they  hatfe  a  iseaijor 
God,  htf-not  hctBi^diag  to  hnowUdgf^t''  Noi*  waethiBtheif 
ihaittier^tHf  fpeaking^  onlj  when  at  eafe^  or  when  they  could 
hope  thr  obtain  fevourfcy  it:  btrf;  as  the  cafe  of  &  Stephen 
ifafewi,  their fentioafents^were  the  fame,  undter  the  certainty,- 
ittwRt^fte  ftdual  pains,  of'  death  itfelf^  even  when  fuddenly 
antftttnAiitUotifly  infliAed  on  them.  For  he  praytd  at  once  to 
tbe  Lord  Jtfus,  with  his  laft  breath,  to  receive  his  fpirit,  and 
id  for^e  them  that  ftonel)  him. 

Sneh'i^ii^afc'  the  Weffed  temper  of  the  ftrft  witneffes  to  thd 
Gfa^PifH^^faiA  1  and  their  fttcceiTofs  inherited  a  noble  de^o 
of  it.  They  touhl  not  indeed  give  any  equally  ftrbhg  tetf i« 
many  to  the  original  fads,  ^on  which  k  was  'bi^lt ;  btt  they 
attfflcd'hiany  fubfe^uettt  ones^  of  great  importance.  And  not 
oidy  ttfitr'^wAbnuiifig  it,  as  they  did,  contrary  to  all  the  pre- 
jttdiees  l>7  common^opihion,  find  all  the  di&atd^  ofe^ery  wrong 
incliniitiotf/  mrtisies  it  nccefiity  to  prefume,'  thet  <  they  ranft 
have  had  pihireTful  eirideiice  for  it :  but  th*ir  peffev^rance  m^ 
profeffirig  rf,'  ainidft  every  thing  terrible  in  life  or  death,  fdt* 
ly  jfi-ovcs  them^  have  been  thoroughly  fincere,  and  fingnlar-' 
Ij  kik^hknithovs.  Indeed* it  pro^^es  fuiliher/  that  more  than 
ordinaery  ftfcngth  tvas  'vdubhfafcd  \tO'them  from  above.  For 
diOTi]^  natti¥al  conftancy  and  bravery  have  in  fome  inftances 
perforhieii%onder9,  yet  the  performers  hat  ^  beenrfe^  in  pro^ 
porticta:  T^hfetdis^the  primitive  Chriftians  in  general,  •ofihbth  . 
fexes,  ^^i^s,  «fll  ranfa;  uiidcrwent  the  moft  grievous •inflic- 
tlSHs  with  tbecalmeft  patience.  Obfcive  too:  tjiey  tditld 
hav*  rittl^  hope  of  diffihguTlbiTijf  theibSel-ires  in!  thejopinion*  of 
their  fe£oW-chrIfi$a»d  by  Jr^fTering.  For  ftbough  a  &xv  o£ftbe 
pAncipal  n>artyrs-*we?t^  highlyiiihononrbd,  y&  theie&airfcxo 
tcKJ  nurticfous,  either  to  be  remembered*  after  their  dealh,  ♦  oi 
haVeWfce  taken  of  them  at  the  timo'of  it.'  Not  did  thd* 
intrepidity  arife  from  being  trainftd  up  to  the  i^efoiuiicn  of 

'      '  4  E  2  martyr- 
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xttttrtjMom. '  For  this  wo«ld«often  have  £dhd:  and  bcfiin, 
new  converts,  juft  mdde,  W  liiUQjr  fiilfeMt  de^tli  as  ttyo- 
tfaers ;  naj^  iomtxxm^  pe'ffetilto^  thl^ttiMves  fttedia^keoii- 
verts  on  the  fpot,  and  died  wtthflrofe,  whom  they  had  btodj^ 
to  execution:  Still'  it  '<(ri§  tmt  tsmA'f  a  tOSibxk  vf^Mueum, 
which  thej  cateHed  orfb'  of'  ftMChar. '  Wot^' Ubrkstdf  parocais 
perfons  hbd  often  the  \eiftBft  of  long  IflSfflKfemBeiits  to  cool 
ik^r  bnt  the  whole  c^ufoh  liad  mk^  and'toulillerableiiitttids 
of  peace.  Yet^  whenever  perfeetition  be||an  again,  -kAoBi 
the  getieralitj  of  Chriftioni  m  the  fafte  fybfk,-  vMdi  tM^ 
&ewed  hii^fere :  refpedful  in  the  higheft  degree  «d  civil  aotbi- 
rlty  ;  -hnt  nnmoveable  to  an  equal  degree  from  their  dvXj  to 
God  :  where  they  were  ever  fo  few,-  not  to  be  forced  or  per- 
fuaded  into  the  flighted  ad  of  idolatry ;  where  tiiey  weree- 
ver  fo  many,  not  to  be  provoked  into  a  (ing^e  attempt  of  le- 
belli<m ;  or  into  making  or  joining  any  party  or  fa£tioafar  their 
own  fecuri  ty ;  though  the  frequent  changes  in  the  ftate  gavetfaea 
inviting  opportunities  for  it*  In  the  comfortlefs  exercife  (ior  fc 
it  muft  appear  to  <!ommon  fpedators,)  of  this  cool  pdbe 
courage,  infinitely  more  difScult  than  the  aftive  and  cnta- 
prifing  fort,  they  patiently  perfevered  for  three  hundred  yetn. 
The  wonderfulnefs  of  the  behaviour  nioved  men  to  inqniit 
into  the  grounds  of  it :  they  found  them  good ;  they  came  •- 
ver  ;  and  the  empire  was  become  in  effe&  Chriftian,  fadbit 
the  emperors  ceafed,to  perfecute. 

The  unjuftifiable  veneration,  addrefied  by  the  churdi  of 
Rome  to  faints  and  martyrs,  hath  deterred  almoft  all  the  re- 
formed churches,  except  our  own,  from  paying  them  evea  civ 
honours*  And  now,  amongft  ourfelves,  prejudice  againft  re* 
ligion  in  fome,  aivcl  indifference  to  it  in  others,  hath  made  tbcU 
excellent  perfons  be  regarded  commonly,  either  with  a  malig- 
nant or  a  negligent  eye.  But  if  they,  who  have  aded  or  tai' 
fered  gallantly,  for  the  liberties  or  other  interefts  of  a  fagk 
nation,,  have  been  reverenced  by  diliant  ages,  and  all  tlior 
faults  hid  under  that  one  virtue  :  how  much  higher  efieem  ^ 
fuch  patriots  defer ve,  as  have  borne  teilimony  With  their  blood 
again  U  the  tyranny  of  idolatry  and  immoral  fuperilition;  wbe 
have  lived  in  mifery  and  died  in  torment,  to  afiert  the  faith  of 
one  wife  and  good  Maker  and  Ruler  of  all,  of  pardon  for  fin, 
and  aiGflance  in  virtue,  derived  to  us  by  methods  of  infioite, 
though  myfterious goodnefs  ;  who  have  given  to  mankio^ 

botb 
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b^ik^r  toir  4flA»0%  «id  ewmpk»  the  jufteft  ful^s  ^m^ 
thTrimd  pr«d«l(t  ftMAhft  i||Urlu#  life  ;  ami  i^cead  thro^b  thfl. 
iliorl4ilftiltftiw«4^(&«iM^9^3^  ei|«[^efo.9C9iiu£e,  (wl^fih 
akne  could(fi^i9ort  it^  ,^iea<))efa.  ftlicitjr  in  a  li&  to  come  ! 
flkoidd  a»r/aqQ$ti^9  of  Ibeflp^.be  ever  fo  imperfed,  or  meanly 
vrfcattens: .  ftrnddinny.  o|  theoMappear  no  othenvife  great,'  than 
as  they  wcflcriadiml^bly.rCPttl  mAp .^ ihould  their  aeal  havo 
ihmetiipe>lftBaaft»i<»4jlbey»3w>yon^  dUeretigo  $  (thoii^  fu<^ 
tJBUi^iorts  wece  £K^r>  andL^lway^  condonmed  bj  the  body,  of 
dtriflSaoaa:)  On  ikould  other,  ftndixvei^  ooafiderablQ^  irailtins 
be  fiiaad  mboed  Y^lh  ih^excdlenoieff  of  fome  of  4^ia :  yet^  if^ 
iDivg  as  we  kai^w.tb^t  they  were,  and  did  wi^  b^h  n^ivr  been 
vaeatiolied;  we  have  furely  caufe  to  hold  tbem7.fof.ever.in 
moi:  honourable  eftimation,  and  refped  tboigofpel  of  Cb^ift 
much  tbefumre  highl^r  on  account  of  fuch  witnefles  to  its  truth 
aittt  enEfean^;/. 

ii-j  But  admiring  them  ia  nothing,  unlefs  wcralfo  imitate  th^, 

in  theid&ilicitudefor  its  advancement,  in  th^r  ileady  a4b^ 

xabati  to.God  and  Aeir  duty,  in  their  contempt  o{  wor^y.ad- 

iralktagisa  and  jdeafures,  lofies  and  puniibments ;  in  their^k^dc.-* 

mSs  ohder  njuries,  in  their  refignation  under  ptijns  and  49ic- 

tioops^  in  theifi  Idve  £0  their  feU^fw^chriftiaas  andrfcUew-Qfl^a- 

^uvesf  io  their  lively  6tfUi  of  a  future  recompence.    ,We  ure 

'iiot^alkd^:  aa  J^ey  were,  to  take  joyfully  ihe  fp'oiling  ofwr 

goods  *,  tofuffer  trouble ^  even  unto  bonds,  as  «mAiioffvrfy^t04in» 

*  defgO'ibaiiie  and  torture,  and  i9  die  for  tbe  name  ff  the  iLord 

yefUA  ]^  ;  Nat  temptation  bath  taken  usy  butfucb  as  is  common  to 

moM'^i'':  Obcdionrily  fpeaking,  we  have  nothing  to  perform, 

but^whai:  coddnoes  on  the  whole  to  every  oneVprcfent  bene« 

fir:-  ^andiwe  have  nothing  to  bear,  on  aocoimt  of  our  religion, 

«Ji>utrperhtp8  a  Uttk  trifling  ridicule  from  the  vaiA  and  the  vi- 

^oious.b'&ven.fufcb'^rfecotion  indeed  is  very  wielced  in  tfaem; 

(but  need)  not  iu  t^  Icaft  be  formidable  to  us.  And  if,  for  that 

laibne^'  we  are  K&amedito  confefs  our  Saviour  b^hre  mem,  well 

may  t^e  exp^cl  that  he  fhould  deny  us  before  his  father,  vAicb 

isinheaivfit\\^ 

•'f  Let  Ue  therefore  holdfajh  the  profefjion  of  our  faith  without 
waviff'ing^:  never  do ' any  thing  inconfiftcnt  with  it  for  tem- 
poral 

•  Heb.  X.54'        t  -  Tixn.ii.  9.        J  A<^8  xxi.  13.        §  i  Cor.  x.  13. 
11  Matth.  X.  32,  33.  ^  Heb.  x-  23. 
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poral  profpefls  or  fisara :  ncTer  paj  comt  to  the  imHigioitt, 
hj  meftn  compliances  with  thetr  talk  or  .behariour,  in  bops 
of  better  quarter  from  tbeoi ;  for  it  will  be  much  harder  to 
fiop  afterwards,  than  to  maintain  our  prefent  ground :  jet  Be* 
ver  be  raored,  either  to  paiGon*  ifgatnft  dtem,  or  uncbarilaUck 
neCi  towards  them ;  but  free! j  own  their  good  qualities,  iMk 
we  carefiillj  preferve  an  abhorrence  of  their  bad  ones ;  pSf 
thair  unhappiaefs,  while  we  condenui  th^  fins ;  and  tBoA 
fy'praji  tfiat  thej  maj  repent  and  be  forgive*  Fpr  thudftiB 
we  adorn  the  doBrine  of  God  our  Saviour  it  all  things  *y  apd 
htfcUowirs  o/them^  who  through  Jaith  and  patUnce  inherit  it 
fro/ifttftt  • 


•  Tit.  21  I  .  +  Heb.  Tx.  I  J. 
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•-^Z  wMpray  wiib  the  spirit ^  and  I  will  pray  piib  tbi  unJirfiandit\g 
a/fo :  I  wiiljing  with  ibe  Spirii,  anJ  I  will  Jing  with  the  undir* 
*  landing  a/Jb, 

THESE  words,  in  their  firft  and  ftrideft  fenfe,  relate  to 
thofe  gifts  of  infpirationy  which  the  primitive  churchy 
enjoyed  :  the  Holj  Ghofi  then  frequently  enabling  ma^j  mem^ 
bers  of  it,  beiides  the  apoiUes,  to /peak  in  tonguis^  which  thejr 
had  never  learned,  tbe  wonderful  works  of  God*  ;  and  didating 
to  them  petitions  and  praifes  fitted  to  their  circumftances* 
But,  as  the  ordinary  gifts  of  Heaven  to  mankind  are  left  to  be 
managed  according  to  the  difcretion  of  thofe,  who  enjoy  theg^^ 
fo  the  divine  wifdom  preferved  an  uniformity  of  condud,  moA 
kept  to  the  fame  rule,  in  refped  of  thefe  extraordinary  ones. 
Tbe  fpirits  of  tbe  propbets^  as  the  apoftle  tells  us,  ver.  ^a* 
werefubje€l  to  tbe  propbeti.  Tt  was  in  their  choice,  when  they 
would  ufe  the  power  of  fpeaking  with  divers  tongues  ;  fmd  oa 
what  occafions  they  would  produce  the  prayers  and  hymnsp 
with  which  they  were  infpired.  In  this,  (and  no  wonder,) 
they  did  not  all  of  them  judge  always  prudently :  theit  thank- 
ful  zeal  to  publiJh  thefe  miraculous  favours,  and  perhaps  a 
too  great,  but  very  natural,  felf-complacency  in  being  poflef- 
^  fed 

•  A<5U  ii.  II. 
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fed  of  fuch  remarkable  privileges,  prompting  feme  of  thcs 
fometimes  to  give  demonftrations  of  it  in  their  aflemblies, 
when  few  or  none  were  prefent,  who  underftood  the  language 
they  fpoke  :  in  which  cafe,  the  cxercife  of  their  endowments 
was  onlj  a  hindrance 'to  the  Hated,  and  though  lefs  admired, 
yet  more  ufeful  devotions  and  inftruftions  of  the  congregatioa 
in  their  native  diale6l:«  *  And  therefore  St.  Paul,  in  tl*e  troc 
f|nrtt  of  Chriftianity,  reproves  this  ofientation:  reminds  tha^ 
that  the  gift  of  tongues  wa«  defigned  to  convince  unbelievers 
by  a  feafonable  ufe  of  it,  not  to  provoke. their  Icom,  or  bring 
diforder  into  the  church,  by  an  unfeafonable  one ;  tbat  tbe 
other  gift  of  prophesying,  teaching  men  their  Cbriftiafi  ^nty, 
and  exhorting  them  to  the  praftice  of  it,  (for  this  die  woid 
means  here,  and  this  the  Jewiih  prophets  made  their  chie( 
bufinefs,)  was  a  much  more  valuable  thing,  than  that  of  fp;:^ 
ing  to  them^  or  to  God,  in  languages  known  to  flew  of  tbean; 
which  tlierefore  they  fliould  do  modeftly  and  i^wriDgly ;  od. 
ver  indeed,  but  when  the  fpeaker,  or  fome  one  prefcnty  wii 
able  to  interpret  what  he  faid  fo  recdily  and  properly,  as 
might  edify  the  hearers  ;  for  their  conftant  eqj^Tours  (hoold 
be  to  exert  all  the  powers  of  this  kind,  which  the  Holy  GftoA 
had  bellowed  on  them,  rationally  and  difcreetly,  fo  as  to  ai> 
form  and  improve  others.  I  wSl pray  with  the  Spirit^  and  I 
ivill  pray  with  the  underjlanding  alfo  :  I  will  Jing  ^ith  the 
Spirit,  and  I  will  Jing  with  the  underjlanding  alfo :  that  is, 
every  perfon  endowed  with  fupematural  abilities,  of  tbis  or 
any  other  fort,  wsjs  to  think  himfelf  bound  to  empky  tbem  la 
fo  difcreet  ^  manner,  that  all  around  him  might  be  inftmded 
and  benefited,  as  much  as  pofGble. 

This,  you  will  find,  on  careful  reading  it,  is  the  meaning  of 
the  text,  and  of  the  chapter  in  which  it  occurs.  And  tbe 
whole  ihews,  both  the  truth  of  extraordinary  and  miracnkus 
gifts  at  that  time  \  (for  had  they  not  been  real,  no  diieAioos 
about  them  could  have  been  wanted,  or  would  have  been 
.  given ;)  and  alfo  the  admirable  wifdom  and  genuine  goodoefs 
of  the  apoftle,  in  which  we  may  well  prefume  the  reft  to  hart 
been  like  him.  He  permitted  not  thefe  accompliihmciits, 
wonderful  and  fliining  as  they  were,  to  interfere  with  tbe  pha 
rules  of  order  and  edification  ;  or  to  be  at  all  fet  on  a  Icrd 
with  the  humble  virtue  of  Chriilian  charity,  doing  good  to 
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xneo  from  love  of  God.  Now  fuch  things  as  thefe  are 
great  confirmations  of  our  bolj  religion,  and  do  it  great  ho- 
nour. 

But  though  the  firft  and  immediate  meaning  of  the  text  be 
\irbat  I  have  now  explained  ;  a  more  general  inflrudion,  and 
applicable  to  everj  age  of  the  church,  may  be  juftlj  drawn 
from  it.  The  fame  Divine  Comforter,  who  infpired  the  de« 
yoifons  of  believers  then,  influences  their  hearts  in  the  per- 
forma^pe  of  thepoi  now :  the  fame  duty  of  ufing  due  precau- 
tiu^Jo  make  the  fervice  of  the  church  intelligible,  which 
the  apoftle  prefTed  fo  ftrongly  in  his  own  time,  equally  fubfifU 
in  «^^rs :  And  therefore  the  words  which  I  have  read  to  you, 
ccpmprehend  two  points  of  doftrine,  as  needful  at  prefent  as 
over  they  were. 

I.  That  good  Chriftians  are  afTifted  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  in 
offering  up  their  petitions  and  praifes.  /  viill  pray  with  the 
Spirit:  I  wHlJ^ng  with  the  Spirit. 

9fjl.  That  we  ihould  be  very  folicitous  rightly  to  apprehend 
the  feofe  aad  fitnefs  of  what  we  fay  and  do  in  God's  worihip , 
it^iU  praj^  Z  viilljingy  with  the  underjlanding  aljo. 

L  That  .food  Chriftians  are  aflifted  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  in 
o^t;i^gjap' their  petitions  and  praifes  to  their  heavenly  Fa« 
ther.  The  Spirit  of  Cod  hkthjirrven  with  bad  perfons  *,  and 
therefore  doubtlefs  efie&ually  operated  on  pious  ones,  from 
the  beginuing  of  the  world.  The  Pfalmift,  on  his  falling  into 
fin,  plr^ys  that  God  would  not  take  bis  Holy  Spirit Jrom  him  f. 
JSp4-  more  eijpecially  God  promifes,  in  the  prophet  Zeciiariah^ 
fchal  he  will^oar  on  his  people  the  Spirit  0/  grace  and  of  /up" 
plication  J.  In  the  New  Teftament  we  are  told,  that  if  any 
tnan.bave  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl,  be  is  none  of  his  J;  that  ^e 
Spirit  helpetb  our  iqfirmities 'm  pT^yer,  making  intercej/ion  for 
us.  Up*  that  we  are  to  pray  always  with  all  prayer  andfuppfi 
cation  in  the  Spirit  ^,  and  praying  in  the  Holy  Ghofi  to  ketp 
i^mfelves  in  the  love  of  God  ^. 

But  though  it  be  undeniable,  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  in- 
deed excites  us  to,  and  fits  us  for,  every  duty,  doth  not  with- 
hold his  influences  in  this :  yet  how  far  they  extend,  is  mat- 
ter of  difpute ;  and  particularly  between  thofe  who  approve. 

Vol.  II.  4 1^  and 
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and  tfaofe  who  difapprove,  liturgies  or  forms  of  prajer.  And 
which  are  in  the  right,  it  fliall  be  the  principa]  bu£ne&  of 
this  difcourfe  to  iheyr :  not  with  intention  to  raife  in  yoad- 
ther  hatred  or  contempt  of  anj,  who  diilent  from  oar  Chatd 
oh  that  heady  (God  forbid !)  but  onlj  to  make  you  more  fea- 
iible  of  the  propriety  and  advantages  of  the  waj  joa  are  in  j 
and  incline  you  to  that  proportionable  improvement  \>j  ic, 
^hich  God  will  expeft. 

Some  then  apprehend,  that  there  is  fuch  a  gift,  ox  fpirit  d 
prayer,  beflowed  by  the  Holy  Ghofi  on  true  Chriftians,  aad 
peculiarly  on  all  that  are  worthy  to  be  *nuniilers  of  God's 
word,  as  enables  them  to  addrefs  themfelve$  to  Heaven,  oaaB 
occafions,  copioufly  and  fuitably,  in  unprepieditated  words  d 
their  own :  which  they  think  ought  not  to  be  reftraiocd  bj 
appointing  forms,  even  for  the  public  ufe  of  congregations.  Aai 
fometimes  the  text  is  quoted  in  fupport  of  this  opinion.  Bo^ 
plainly,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  words  it  relates  to  words  infpired; » 
which,  in  the  Arid  fenfe,but  few  of  thefe  pexfons  themfelvesbj 
any  claim:  for  indeed  it  would  be  equalling  their  own  comp»- 
fitions  to  the  holy  fcripture.  And  excepting  this  miracaloas 
gift  of  infpired  prayer,  the  word  of  God  mentions  no' gift  of 
r-eady  exprellion  in  ptayer :  nor  have  we  the  leaft  ground  to 
Gonfider  it  as  coming  from  above,  any  otherwife  than  as  etttj 
g/)(fd  gij%  every  natural  ability,  which  God  hath  confcricd 
upon  us,  and  every  improvement,  which  he  qualifies' ds  tfi 
make  by  our  induftry,  is  from  above  *^  For  evidendj  tlui 
talent  is  one  of  that  fort :  depending,  partly  on  the  fluescj  d 
fpeech^  to  which  people  are  born,  partly  on  ilie  art  anddSi- 
gence,  which  they  ufe  to  increafe  it ;  and  varying,'  as  their 
health  and  fpirits  vary.  Nor  therefore  is  there  any  niflrt 
harm  in  reftraining  this  faculty,  if  good  reafons  require  ii, 
than  in  reftraining  any  other.  Even  the  extraordinaiy  gifts 
of  the  Spirit,  you  have  fecn,  were  frequently  put  under  faiw 
reftraints  :  much  more  then  'may  one  of  our  ordinary  poiven. 
And  thejr  who  call  it  limiting  and  ftinting  the  Spirit,  Lave  no 
fcripture  warrant,  either  for  the  phrafe,  or  the  thing  whidi 
they  underiland  by  it.  Nay,  fuppofing  the  Holy  Ghoil  did 
ever  fo  peculiarly  affift  in  direSing  the  words  of  prayer,  wfej 
{hould  we  not  think  him  as  likely  to  have  afBfted  in  the  dnv- 
ing  up  of  the  eftabliflied  forms,  as  i^  the  extcmporeperfor- 
*       ' .  ...  joaiicd 

•  Jamc^i.  17. 
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intfnces  of  thofc  who  rcjeft  forms,  and  truft  to  the  fadden  die- 
iatea  of  their  own  fsincj  ? 

The  j^?WV  of  pray  er^  and  praying  in  or  by  the  Spirit ^  are  in- 
deeHfcripture  term^ ;  but,  fo  far  as  they  belong  to  the  prefent 
age  thejr  fignify,  not  being  furnifhed  with  variety  of  phrafed 
in  prayeiv  but  a  muc^h  more  valuable  bleffing,  having  religi. 
bus  afiedttons  breathed  into  us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  duty.     And  quenching  the  Spirit*,  in  the  only 
fetife,  which  can  be  applied  to  us,  means  extinguifhing  fuch 
aflbdions,  by  indulging  fin,  or  fuffering  them  to  die  away 
through  negligence.  God  is  no  more  delightful  with  change  of 
expref&ons,  than  with  a  repetition  of  the  fame  :  nor  will  ever 
be  weary  of  a  devout  foul,  for  want  of  new  language^i     Coma 
mon  rea^sn  pronounces  this  :  and  the  bible  confirms  it.     Wei 
4nd  feveral  forms  of  prayer,  prefcribed  on  feveral  occafions  in 
the  law  of  Mofefs  t-     We  find  afterwards  a  whole  book  of 
former,  the  Pfalms  of  David.    We  find  our  Saviour  frequent- 
ing the  Jciwifli  fynagogue,  which  conftantly  lifed  a  form  and  a 
very  mesto  one.     We  find  him  enjoining  his  difciples  a  fomi 
of  his  own  compofing  fbf  them  :  When  ye  prAy^  Jhy  Our  Fa^ 
tbert,  and  fo  on.    Nay,  at  the  very  timef,  when  the  gift  of 
infpired  prayer  Was  common,  there  is  a  ftrong  appearance  in 
the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Ads,  and  the  apoftles  and  their  follow. 
f^ra  ufed  a  form^  there  fet  down,     for  how  elfe  could  tbey  li/l 
up  their  voice,  and  fay  it  vntb  tne  accord^  as  v^.  24.  affures 
us  thty  did  ?  Probably  tfce  very  next  age  after  them  pradifed 
this  method  of  public  worfiiip^  at  leaft  in  a  good  meafure : 
tod  for  mdre  than  1400  years  pail  it  hath  been  without  quef- 
tioti  almoft  univerfally  the  only  one.     There  is  not  at  this 
day  a  Ghriftian  church  in  the  world,  but  what  ufes  in  part  of 
their  fervlce^  if  not  throughcrut  it,-  forms  of  hmnan  comp^.fi- 
tion ;  except  that  of  Scotland,  whith  had  one  immediately  upon 
the  Refofn:fotion,'  though  it  afterwards  fell  into  difufe  ;  and  the 
diflenters  from  oUr  own,  who  notwithftanding,  many  of  them 
fing  in  their  afiemUies  hynms  that  are  forms  of  human  com- 
pofitiony  without  fcruple-     Yet  if  extempore  prayers  be  re- 
quired, extempore  praifes  are  too.     For  it  is  equally  faid,  / 
will  pray  with  the  Spirit^  and,  /  willfng  ioitb  the  Spirit* 

4V  %  It 
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It  may  be  replied  indeed,  that  fuppofing  forms  of  prayehv- 
ful,  they  are' not  however  expedient.  But  if  that  be  a]l,{» 
long  as  the  vaftly  greater,  and  the  ruling  part  think  othervife, 
ought  not  the  reft  to  acquiefce  ?  Is  it  not  much  le£s  expedieni 
to  make  a  feparation  and  divifion  in  the  church,  when  Chril 
and  his  ^poftles  have  fo  flrongly  prefcribed  unity  and  lubmif- 
fion  ? 

But  why  are  forms  of  prayer  inexpedient  ?  It  is  argned, 
that  they  cannot  be  altered  according  to  circumftances,  whidi 
extempore  prayers  may.  And,  with  refpeft  to  private  de- 
votion, the  argument  is  fo  far  of  weight,  that  though  even  is 
^  this,  forms  well  chofen  are  excellent  direftions,  yet  no  o« 
ihould  confine  himfelf  clofely  to  them,  when  bis  condidoe, 
fpiritual  or  temporal,  requires  him  to  depart  from  them:  bat 
{hould  omit,  or  add,  or  vary,  as  he  perceives  oocafioo ;  in 
which  he  may  well  hope,  that  God's  holy  Spirit  will  gude 
him,  fo  far  as  is  needful.  But  the  circumftances  of  vbok 
congregations,  taken  together,  are  in  the  main  almoft  alwap 
the  fame  :  and  therefore  may  be  exprelTed  in  the  fame  woxds* 
Befides,  public  offices  make  a  ftated  proviiioa  for  the  moie 
ufual  accidents  that  happen :  and  public  authority  provides  fiff 
the  reft  occaiionally,  from  time  to  time.  Indeed,  an  efti^dxlb- 
ed  liturgy  doth  not  allow  the  cafes  of  private  perfons  or  iami- 
lies,  or  the  iituation,  real  or  fuppofed,  of  national  affairs,  to  be 
enlarged  on  to  God,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  minifter  :  a  riiinf 
never  neceffary,  and  feldom  proper.  It  is  very  fufficient,  thai 
they  who  defire  the  reft  of  the  aifembly  to  join  with  them  ia 
petitions  or  thankfgivings  on  fit  fubjefts,  relating  to  thcmfdns, 
have  opportunity  afforded  them  of  fignifying  their  deiire :  ad 
that  general  expreffions  in  the  fervice  may  be  applied  more  e- 
fpecially  to  particular  purpofes  by  caoh  member  in  his  owa 
mind,  as  he  conceives  there  is  need.  If  thefe  things  be  care- 
fully done,  forms  of  prayer  -will  be  found  not  fo  often  defec- 
tive perhaps  in  the  matter  of  uncommon  and  extroaitZioarj 
wants  or  mercies,  as  extempore  prayers  in  what  is  for  more 
neceffary,  expreffing  common  and  ordinary  ones. 

But  fome  infift,  that  whatever  may  be  faid,  they  experi- 
ence, that  forms  do  not  edify,  and  excite  devotion.  And  this 
may  be  true,  while  they  are  unaccuftomed  to  them,  and  cane 
with  prejudice  againft  them.  But  would  they  make  trial  of 
them  for  fome  time,  with  a  ferious  endeavour  of  receiving  be- 
nefit 
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aefit  from  them,  thej  would  not  fail  to  find  that  true  fplrit  of 
piety  raifed  by  them  in  their .  own  hearts,  of  which  we  hope 
they  would  fee  many  inftances  in  th^ir  fellow- worfliippers . 
It  is  true,  a  form  doth  not  afford  the  entertainment  of  no-^ 
velty.  But  that  hath  nothing  to  do  with  devotion.  Tlie 
hearer  may  be  highly  delighted,  the  fpeaker  highly  admired  : 
and  all  this  may  be  mere  amufement  of  the.  fancy,  and  no 
prayer  in  reality  offered  up  by  him,  who  is  beft  pleafed  with 
it.  What  alone  deferves  that  name,  is  a  reverent  application 
to  God»  from  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  necef&ties  and  bleHings,  and 
his  power  and  goodnefs :  which  a  form  deliberately  precom- 
pofed  by  the  joint  counfels  of  a  number  of  perfons,  whom 
the  public,  wifdom  hath  chofen  for  that  end,  is  furely  more 
likely  both  to  excite,  and  to  exprefs  fitly,  than  the  hafty  pro- 
duce of  each  private  minifter's  invention  ;  efpecially  as  he  is 
expeded  by  his  people  to  vary  even  this  continually,  though 
it  be  for  the  worfe. 

One  man  will  doubtlefs  excel  another  in  this  way :  and 
fome  perhaps  may,,  really  br  fcemingly,  furpafs  at  fome  times 
the  public  forms.  But  what  multitudes  would  there  be,  who, 
through  inability,  careleffnefs,  want  of  memory,  diffidence,  or 
imprudence,  would  fall  vaftly  fliort  of  them^  were  every  mi- 
nifter  in  the  nation  to  ufe,  every  time  he  officiates,  a  new 
prayer  of  his  own  devifing  upon  the  fpot  ?  How  often  doth  it 
happen,  were  we  to  know  the  truth,  amongft  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  our  DiffenterS,  that  the  perfon  praying  hefitates  and  is 
at  a  lofs,  omits  things  neceffary  or  ufeful,  exprcffes  himfelf 
-  obfcurely,  improperly,  irreverently,  works  himfelf  into  gef- 
tures  and  accents  by  no  means  edifying,  not  to  fay  worfe?  ,A11 
which  mutt  grievoufly  hurt  the  devotion  of  thofe,  who  defire 
to  pay  God  a  reafmable  fervice  * ;  and  bring  thoughts  into 
their  minds,  extremely  unfuitable  to  the  work  in  which  they 
are  engaged.  Then  what  danger  is  there  in  this  way,  that 
men  may  fill  their  public  addreffes  to  Heaven  with  their  own 
private,  it  may  be  abfurd  and  pernicious,  notions  and  opinions: 
that  national  prayers  may  change,  like  fafhions  and  fancies, 
and  the  faith  of  Chriftians  change  along  with  them;  which  the 
weight  and  authority  of  an  eitablilhed  liturgy  greatly  contri- 
butes to  keep  ftedfaft,  and  preferve  from  noxious  errors  ? 

What 
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What  danger  is  thste>  alfo,  that,  perfons^  either  by  ill  defijn, 
or  ill  judging  zeal,  maj  mix  their  interefts,  their  paffioiu^' 
their  party-attachmei^ts  of  various  kinds,  with  die  reqndi 
and  thankfgivings,  which  thej  utter  in  the  name  of  the  coo. 
gregation;  maj  inflame  one  part  of  a  neighbourhood,  one  part 
of  their  fellow-fubjeds,  againft  another ;  ftir  up  fome  to  mif. 
chief,  under  colour  of  its  being  the  caufe  of  God  ;  ai^,  b;  (o 
doing,  make  his  worihip  abhorred  bj  the  reft  ?  I  am£ir  from 
charging  the  body  of  thofe  amongfl  us,  who  ufe  eztempon 
prayer,  with  being  guilty  of  thefe  things  now.  I  am  oolj 
reprefenting,  what  evils  a  more  general  ufe  of  itwoddbe 
likely  to  produce,  efpecially  in  times  of  public  difcord.  h- 
deed  moft  of  them,  if  not  all,  it  formedy  hath  produced:  asd 
preventing  them  is  much  eaiier,  and  every  way  better,  thia 
puniihing  them. 

But  fuppoiing  thefe  inconveniences  avoided,  another,  Tciy 
confiderable,  would  remain.  Let  their  diflike  of  forms  be  e« 
ver  fo  great,  the  words  of  their  minifter  in  praying  are  as  ab- 
folutely  a  form  to  them  for  the  time,  ad  the  words  of  a  na- 
tional liturgy :  but  with  this  unhappy  difierence^  that  his  ex« 
preffions  being  continually  varied,  pofiibly  the  moft  judicioosi 
at  leaft  the  flower  and  more  ignorant,  may  often  doubt  of  diei; 
meaning ;  and  the  fcrupulous  of  their  ^tnels :  and  thotfghf 
upon  confideration,  they  fliould  be  fatisfied,  yet  he  in  the  mean 
while  is  gone  on  to  fomething  elfe.  And  thus  they  may  fol- 
low after  him  through  the  whole  of  a  prayer-  and  be  aMc  to 
overtake  and  really  join  with  him  in  but  a  jpnaU  part  of  it: 
whereas  a  form  may  always  be  examined  beforehand  f  and 
when  it  is  once  underftood  and  found  to  be  right,  our  judges 
ment  and  affeftions  will  go  together  in  the  uferqf  it,  without 
let  or  hindrance  ;  and  we  ftiall  be  edified,  not  in  imaginatioQ; 
but  reality. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  reafons  for  a  public  liturgy  are  fc 
ftrong,  that  Calvin,  the  moft  univerfally  efteelned  by  our 
diflenting  brethren  of  all  the  reformers,  in  a  letter  to  the 
protedor  of  England,  under  Edward  VI.  hath  thefe  wordf. 
**  As  to  a  form  of  prayer  and  of  ecclefiqftical  rites,  I  highly  ap* 
prove  that  itjhould  he  Certain,  from  which  it  mdy  not  he  lavffyl 
for  any  minijlcr  to  depart:  as  well  in  confideration  of  the  ttwrf* 
nefs  and  ignorance  offome^  as  that  it  may  more  plainly  appear, 
hqw  our  charthes  agree  amongfl  themfelves  $  and  laftlyf  '*** 
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fijlop  may  be  put  to  thegiddinefs  qfthofe^  who  affeB  novelties.*^ 
'    Still  I  am  fenfibky  that  fome  of  the  arguments,  which  I 
have  urged  againft  devotions  coippofed  by  the  minifter,  xnaj 
ieem  to  lie  equally  againft  fermons  compofed  by  him  ;  and  to 
require,  that  inftrudion  be  in  a  conftant  form,  as  well  as  pray* 
|cr.     But,  befides  that  one  hath  been  the  cufiom  of  the  cburcbm 
tsqfGod*^  thjQ  other  notj   prayer  is  the   voice  of  the  peo- 
pie  to  their  heavenly  Father  ;   and  fliould  therefore  be  prefer* 
yed,  with  fingular  caution,  from  every  thing,  which  they 
ought  not  to  fay,  or  may  not  immediately  comprehend  or  ap* 
prove ;   elfe,  in  fuch  parts  of  the  fervice,  either  they  do  not 
pray  at  all,  or  they  pray  amifs.     But  preaching  is  the  voice 
ef  the  miniftcr  to  the  people,  which  they  priay  weigh  and 
judge  of  at  their  leifure :  and  even  £bould  they  fail  of  learning 
their  duty  from  thence,  they  may  learn  it  from  a  much  high- 
er authority,  the  leffons  of  fcripture  read  to  them.     Further, 
where  a  fixed  form  of  worfhip  is  appointed,  inftru&ion  may 
be  left  at  liberty  more  fafely ;  becaufe  it  will  be  obferved^^  if 
the  latter  contradids  the  former:  and  alfo  very  ufefuUy,  be- 
caufe a  much  greater  variety  of  things  is  requifite  to  be  faid 
to  the  people  in  fermons,  tlian  is  needful  for  tlxem  to  fay  to 
Heaven  in  their  prayers*     But  how  proper  foever  it  m^j  be 
to  have  fome  form,  they,  who  diflent  from  us,  apprehend 
there  are  fuch  great  imperfe&ions  and  faults  in  the  eftaUifhed 
form,  that  if  they  xavA  pray  with  the  fpirit  and  with  the  un^ 
derfianding^  they  muft  not  pray  by  that.    Now,  imperfeflions 
will  be  found  in  every  thing  human :  and  if  thefe  be  a  fuiE- 
crent  objedion  againft  our  prayers,  it  will  hold  againft  their 
own  and  all  jprayers,  excepting  that  of  our  bkflfedLord*  From 
every  thing  unlawful  we  are  ready  .to  prove  that  our  fer- 
vice book  is  intircly  free.     But  the  faults  of  extempore  de- 
votions, which  are  different  in  every  congregation,  and  e- 
very    time    of    meeting    in  the   fame   congregation,   eaiily 
efcape  the   notice   of  fuch  as   are   prejudiced  in  their  fa- 
vour, who  alone  hear  them ;  and  when  obferved,  it  is  only 
by  a  few,  and  they  are  foon  forgotten  :  while  thofc  that  are 
charged  on  a  public  printed  liturgy,  lie  open  conftantly,  year 
iafter  year,  to  the  cenfure  of  every  one*     And  were  it  poifiblc, 
that  the  feveral  prayers  offered  up,  in  any  one  day,  in  the  fc- 
yeral  diffenting  affemblies  of  this  kingdom,  could  be  written 
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down  ;  and  examined  half  fo  narrowlj  for  a  ihort  {pace,  as 
ours  have  l^een  for  two  centuries  together :  can  it  be  imagin. 
edy  that  many  times  more  and  worfe  omiflions  and  improprie- 
ties would  not  be  found,  in  almoft  every  one  of  them,  tbaa 
they  have  pretended  to  find  in  our  gommon  prayer  ?  Still  we 
aBe  far  from  faying,  •  it  is  incapable  of  any  alteration  for  the 
better.  Yet  this  we  muft  fay,  that  moft  of  the  alteradons, 
propofed  by  fome  perfons,  have  been  thought  by  othen,  every 
way  their  equals,  if  not  fuperiors,  by  no  meaos  to  be  axneiid- 
ments.  And  as  eminent  a  nonconformift  as  ever  was,  Mr 
Baxter,  hath  long  fince  owned,  that  almoft  every  church  oa 
earth  hath  a  worfe  liturgy  than  ours. 

There  hath  indeed  been  a  railing  accufatitm*^  even  of  Po- 
pery, brought  againfl  \x  :  though  it  was  firft  compiled,  thea 
reviewed  and  approved,  by>  Confefibrs  and  Martyrs  for 
the  Proteftant  caufe ;  and  feveral  articles  of  Popery  arc 
as  flatly  contradi&ed  in  it,  as  can  be.  Some  parts  of  it,  ve 
acknowledge,  were  in  the  Romiih  offices  before :  but  not  ooe 
tenth  of  the  whole,  as  a  very  diligent  pcrfon  hath  computed^. 
Moft  of  this  tenth  part  alfo  was  in  much  andenter  offices,  be- 
fore  the  Romiih  corruptions  were  introduced.  And  had  it 
not ;  as  even  thefe  prayers  are  intirely  free  from  thofe  cor» 
ruptions,  where  can  be  the  harm  of  ufing  them  ?  Had  oar  Re- 
formers rejefted  them,  they  would  have  been  in  reality  nenr 
the  farther  diftant  from  the  papifts.  And  by  retaining  them, 
they  had  a  profpefl:  of  bringing  many  of  the  papifts  otct  to 
'  themfelves  :  by  ihewing,  that  they  did  not  adl  from  paffion 
and  prejudice,  but  reafon  and  coniideration ;  that  theyrefpec- 
ted  the  ancient  offices  and  ufages  of  the  purer  ages  of  the 
church,  and  departed  only  from  modern  abufes  and  errors. 

It  hath  alfo  been  alledged,  that  we  wear  the  habits  of  the 
Papifts  in  offering  up  thei'e  prayers.  But  indeed,  though  it 
were  no  way  piaterial  if  we  did,  ours  are  very  different  from 
theirs.  And  if  wearing  any,  which  are  not  in  common  nfti 
be  condemned,  what  caufe  is  there  for  it  ?  why  may  not  fa- 
cred,  as  well  as  civil  offices  of  dignity  and  importance,  be  piade 
fomewhat  more  folemn  by  veftments  appropriated  to  dicm  ? 
The  fitnefs  of  it  hath  been  confefled  by  the  conftant  praftict 
of  mankind,  and  particularly  of  the  Chriftian  church  in  early 
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ages,  and  iijdeed  of  oar  Diffenting  njinifters  themfelves  ;  whi) 
change  their  drefs  a  little^  when  they  olHciate.  And  where 
is  the  harm,  if  we  change  ours  a  little  more?  Though,  after 
all,  if  the  wearing  of  fuch  garments  bj  us  of  the  clergy  were 
a  fault,  it  would  be  intirely  our  own  fault;  and  feeing  us  wear 
them  c6uld  furely  hurt  no  body. 

But  befides  thefe  general  objeftions,  there  are  feveral  made 
againil  particular  palTages,  wliich  ought  to  be  confuted.  Tliis 
therefore  I  purpofc,  God  willing,  to  do  in  a  proper  number 
of  difcourfed,  on  all  the  ftated  offices  of  our  Liturgy  :  and  not 
only  to  vindicate  what  Is  blamed,  but  explain  alfo-what  too 
many  may  pofEbly  not  underftand,  and  dlrefl:  your  notice  to. 
what  may  not  be  fufficiently  obferved.  All  thefe  things  will 
very  well  come  under  the  head,  of  which  I  promifed  at  firft  to 
treat. 

II.  That  we  fliould  be  very  folicitous  rightly  to  apprehend 
the  fenfe  and  fitnefs  of  what  we  fay  and  do  in  God's  prefcnce/ 
For  though  cenfuring  without  reafon  is  worfe,  yet  cfteeming 
without  reafon  is  not  the  part  of  wife  men.     And  fome  per- 
haps are  mighty  zealous  for  our  Liturgy,  who  yet  know  but 
very  imperfeftly,  what  good  reafon  they  have  to  be  zealous 
for  it.     Indeed,  amongft  many  advantages  of  public  forms  of 
prayer,  there  feems  to  be  orie  difadvantage;  that  the  words  of 
them  being  in  the  main  continually  the  fame*   and  thus  beco-i 
ining  well  known  and  familiar,  we  often  hear  them,  and  even 
fpeak  our  fliareofthem,  with  frarce  any  attention  to  them. 
But  then  it  is  equally  true,  that  we  often  hear  fermons,  tho' 
they  are  new  to  us,  with  juft  as  little  regard  ;  and  therefore 
•»^R)uld  be  likely  very  foon  to  hear  extempore  prayers  alfo  with 
no  lefs  negligence;  which  fault  our  Liturgy  is  in. feveral  re- 
•fpecls  peculiarly  calculated  to  prevent,  as  I  fliall  hereafter  fliew 
you.     But  ftill  the  danger  is  great  enough,  to  demand  our  ut- 
mod  care  to  guard  againft  it.     For  however  good  our  public 
offices  are  in  themfelves,   they  convey  no  good  to  us    farther 
tha»  we  comprehend  the  import  of  them,  and  mind  it:  which 
the  better  they  are,  the  more  they  deferve  from  us.    And,  on 
the  other  ^and,-wcre  they  ever  fo  mean,  this  would  be  no  ex-  > 
cpfe  for  omitting  to  get  all  the  benefit  we  could  from. them; 
but  a  powerful  motive,   though  a  very  junhappy  one,  to  en- 
deavour it  moft  *fearneftly.     Yet  thinlung  them  defeftive  and 
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blameable  where  they  are  not,  or  to  a  degree  In  which  dicy 
are  not,  as  multitudes  have  done,  will  naturally  difcompdSe, 
or  deaden  at  leaft,  our  minds  inf  the  ufe  of  them  :  and  there- 
fore,  fhould  be  avoided,  as  far  as  it  can.     Now,  perfons  maj 
indeed  by  their  own  private  confideration  enter  very  compe- 
tently,  both  into  the  meaning  and  the  grounds  of  mod  tbinp 
contained  in  the  Liturgy.     They,  who  are  able  to  purchafc  i 
few  books,  may  likewife  receive  much  additional  informatioa 
from  the  feveral  very  ufeful  paraphrafes  and  commentaries 
upon  it,  that  are  extant.     And  they  are  much  to  blame,  if 
they  wilfully  negle&  either  of  thefe  things.     But  flill  tnasf 
cannot,  and  others  are  not  likely  to  do  them.    To  fuch  tkre- 
fore  I  fliall  attempt  to  give  fome  inftruftion  concerning  tbe 
fervice^  in  which  we  join  fo  often.     The  fewer  need  it,  the 
better :  but  thofe  who  do,  it  is  of  importance  to  ai&fl.    For 
with  the  more  linderftanding we  pray^with  the  moreplcafoit 
»nd  earneftnefe  we  fliall  pray.     And  as  on  our  praying,  as  w 
eugbt,  depends  our  obtaining  God's  grace  and  blefling ;  fo  ok 
that  depends  our  only  true  comfort  in  this  world^  and  onrc- 
ternal  happinefs  in  the  nextv 
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S.ELIAWCE  ON  THE  &IRIT  OF  GOD,  UNITED  WITH  A  PROPER 
RESPECT  TO  OUR  OWN  UNDERSTANDING,  IN  OUR  AdPRESSES 
JO  THE  ALMIGHTr. 
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-rr/  X'oul pray  with  the  Spirit,  and  I  w  11/  fir dy  with  the  unJerJ/anding 
ttifo:  iwillfing  with  the  Spirit ^  and  I  will^Jing  nviib  the  under- 
Janding  aifo. 

FROM  thefe  worcjs  I  have  propofed  to  difcourfe  on  the  two 
following  fubjefts : 
•  I.  That  good  Chriftians  are  affifted  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
joffering  up  thpir  petitions  and  praifes  to  God.     /  will  pray 
with  the  Spirit :  I  willing  with  the  Spirit, 

II.  That  we  fliould  b«  very  folicitous  rightly  to  apprehend 
the  fenfc  and  fitnefs  of  what  we  fay  and  do  in  his  prefence.  / 
,will prajji  willjing^  with  the  underjianding  alfo» 

The  fornaer  of  thefe  heads  I  have  finifhed :  and,  after  pro- 
ving its  truth,  I  made  it  my  chief  endeavour  to  prove  further, 
that  this  aid  from  above  is  not  fnch,  as  to  afford  any  argu- 
ment againft  ufing  public  form?  of  prayer  ;  of  which  I  fliew- 
ed  you  both  the  lawfulnefs  and  the  expediency :  anfwcring, 
j^the  fame  time,  fome  general  objedlions  againft  our  own  e- 
ftablifhed  form ;  but  referving  the  more  particular  ones  for 
the  feCond  head :  under  which  I  promifed  to  vindicate  the 
principal  things,  which  have  been  blamed  in  the  ftated  offices 
of  our  Liturgy  ;  to  explain  fiich  as  may  feera  hard  to  under- 
fiand,  or  liabh  to  be  mifunderftood ;   and  direft  your  atten- 
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tion  to  fuchf  as  you  maj  not  otherwife  obferve  fufncicnilj. 
TV)  this  I  fliall  now  proceed,  following  the  order  of  the  bocL 
But  it  will  be  proper  firft  to  take  notice  of  the  laudable  cut 
.torn,  that  every  one,  who  comes  to  join  in  the  devotions  of  on: 
church,  ihould  perform  at  his  entrance  into  his  place,  a  iLon 
preparatory  aft  of  worfliip  in  private.     Now  this,  as  wdl  as 
every  thing  elfe,  ought  to  be  done  with  under/landing:  not  to 
be  an  unmeaning  formality,  in  ignorant  compliance  with  (xssh 
mon  praftice  ;  but  a  ferious  addrefs  to  God,  that  he  would 
{enable  and  incline  us  to'  attend  in  fucli  manner  to  what  we  are 
about  to  hear,  and'  fay,  and  do,  that  we  may  honour  and  pleafe 
him,  edify  our  fellow- worihippers,  benefit  and  finally  favc  cnr 
own  fouls.     For  which  purpofe,    either  thefe  very  words, 
which  I  have  mentioned,  may  be  ufed  ;  or  any  others  of  tiic 
like  import,  chofen  by  ourfelves  j  or,  as  perhaps  is  more  tfu- 
al,  thofie  exprefliye  and  excellent  ones,  that  conclude  the  191I1 
pfalm  :  Let  the  words  of  my  mouthy  and  the  meditation  tkfhasrt, 
be^  acceptable  in  thy  fight ^  0  Lord,   my  Jlrength,   and  mj  h- 
aeemer.     Onl}'-,  whatever  our  expreilions  are,  we  fhould  be 
extremely  careful  not  to  make  fo  very  bad  a  beginning,  as  to 
put  up  this  previous  rpqucft  either  thoughtlefsly  or  inlbarfr 
ly.     And  the  fame  care  Ihould  i  in  ploy  our  minds  throughout 
the  whole.     For  thv^r   eac^,  wt^  v.'uld  avoid,   as  much  as  wc 
van,  all  npedlefs,  but  abr.iiireiy  ai]  liL't  a^id  ludicrous  ccnver- 
fation,  even  bf^foie  ihc  lervice  bcv:*..:..    Aud  aftei  it  is  begiu, 
the  fever  of  tKt-  more  tra*ificnt  \\A^  re  "  :Te3  of  civilitj  are  ex- 
changed, the  Vuttcr.    For  furely  ti'cy  »i:iike  a  very  uufuitaKe 
mixture  with  the  awful  v/orus,  which  wc  arehcaring,  or  per- 
haps repealing,   r.r  the  fame  time:   .u.d  mull  in  fome  degree 
take  off  our  attention  from  thein.     >»or  will  it  be  a  Icis  hin- 
drance of  our  devotion,  to  remark  over  curioufly,  what  other 
pcrfons  arc  prelerit,  what  appearance  thc}-  make,  or  howthcjr 
behave.     Let  not  thefe  diredlions,   1  intrcat  you,  either  gi^t 
offence,  or  bi-  defpifed.     Very  good  people,  1  fear  the  very 
heft  of  us   all,   tranfgrefs   them  inadvertently,   more  or  kM 
But  a  moment's  refleAion  will  fiiewany  one,  that  tliere  is  j^tc^^ 
propriety  in  obfcrving  them  :  and  they  will  experience  more 
pdvaa.ta|^e  from  it,  than  per.haps  they  expe£l:. 

Our  fcrvice  begins,  as  did  that  of  the  primitive  church  , 
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with  a  preface,  to  difpofe  more  completely  the  minds  of  the 
congregation  to  a  reverent  performance  of  the  duty,  on  ivhich 
they  are  entering  :  according  to  that  precept  of  the  fon  of  Si- 
rachy  Before  thou  prayejl^  prepare  tbyfelf*.  And  this  preface 
is  compofcd  of  fentences  of  fcripture^  with  an  exhortation 
grounded  upon  them.  Nothing  can  fo  effeftually  awaken  us 
to  a  pious  frame  of  foul,  as  the  words  of  God,  fpeaking  to  us. 
And  the  words,  here  ufed,  are  very  prudently  feleded.  They 
^1  relate  to  repentance  and  confef&on  of  fins  :  which  natural* 
ly  flands  firft  in  the  devotions  of  guilty  creatures,  as  wc  all 
are.  Till  we  fefei  a  genuine  forrow  for  having  offended  God, 
and  come  to  intreat  earneftly  the  pardon,  which  is  offered  us 
through  Chrifl,  he  cannot  accept  us  :  and  when  we  do,  that 
will  qualify  us  for  every  other  part  of  his  worfliip. 

In  thefe  texts,  (you  may  turn  to  them  in  your  prayer- 
books,  and  go  through  them  along  with  me)  we  are  plainly 
taught  the  nature  of  true  penitence :  that  the  wicked  mufi  both 
turn  away  from  bis  wickednefsy  and  do  thaty  which  the  law  en- 
joins as  righty  to  fave  bis  foul  alive :  that  we  mhft  not  only 
acknowledge  our  tranfgrejjions  with  our  tongues,  but  have 
them  ever  before  the  eyes  of  our  minds,  to  keep  us  humble 
and  cautious;  on  which  we  may  pray,  in  faith  of  being  heard, 
that  God  will  treat  i|s  with  the  fame  kindnefs,  as  if  he  hid  his 
face  from  feeing  ovLvJinSy  or  blotteth  them  out  from  his  memo- 
ry :  that  he  requires  from  us,  neither  the  fanciful  ^crj^V*'^  of 
fuperilition,  nor  the  expenfive  ones  of  the  IVIofaic  difpenfation; 
but  that  of  a  fpirit  contrite  with  filial  forrow,  and  broken  to 
univerfal  obedience  5  not  outward  expref&ons  of  vehement 
paillon,  as  rending  the  garments^  but  a  heart  rent  and  penetra- 
ted with  a  jufl  fenfe  of  what  we  have  done  amifs:  that  on 
fuch  a  change  within  we  fhall  find  him,  not  only  Jlow  to  an^- 
i^er  for  what  is  pafl,  and  ready  to  repent  him  of  the  evil  which 
he  was  bringing  upon  us,  but  bountiful  and  gracious  for  the 
time  to  come ;  though  we  have  deliberately  rebelled  agaifift  him 
heretofore,  and  flill  too  often  inconfiderately  negled  to  obey 
his  voice y  and  walk  in  his  laws :  that  we  have  caufe  to  be  wil- 
ling, and  even  defirous,  that  he  (hould  correct  us,  when  he  fees- 
h  expedient ;  but  to  beg  he  would  do  it  with  that  mild  and 
Tticrciful  judgment,  which  he  exercifes  towards  his  children, 

not 
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not  with  cmgetj  ^s  his  enemies,  which  would  hr:nj  cv  to  fimi 
deilruciion :  that  repentance  is  abfoluulj  and  hnmediatelr 
neceffary  for  us  ;  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  han^;  tbe 
hour,  when  we  IhfiU,  ench  of  us,  be  admitted  into  it  or  ex. 
eluded  ou.t  of  it  for  ever,  draws  very  near,  and  bow  near  wt 
fcnow  not :  that  therefore  we  •mufi  r*  lolve  to  arife  and  go  h 
our  hecvenly  Father  v'iti*out  delay,  and  acknovrledge  cur  'Ja- 
worthinefs  to  he  called  his  Jons:  that  whatever  we  may  beia 
our  own  eyes,  or  the  opipion  of  our  fellow-creatures,  wcr 
we  to  undergo  a  human  trial  only;  yet  if  God  enter  intojudfi* 
ment  with  us^  in  his  Jightjljall  no  man  Ircing  he  jufiifitdi  that 
therefore  to  extenuate  our  faults,  TsAfay  or  imagine,  that  wr 
have  no  f.n^  or  but  little,  would  be  a  fata}  Jelf^dectit^  andt 
proof  againil  us,  that  we  know  not,  or  own  not,  the  trvtb  of 
our  cafe :  but  if  we  honeftly  recall  to  ourfelves,  and  ctmjtji 
tp  God  the  errors  of  our  pail  life,  not  only  his  mercy,  but  his 
faithfulnefs  and  jujiice  to  his  promifcs  will  induce  him,  bodi 
to  forgive  us  the  guilt  of  our  Jins,  and  tq  cleanfe  us  from  the 
defilement,  and  deliver  us  from  the  dominion,  of  all  tmrightn 
ovfnefs. 

It  is  true,  but  few  of  thefe  fentences  arp  ufoally  resd  it 
the  fame  time  :  but  it  will  be  very  beneficial  for  fudi  as  ccanc 
foon  enough,  to  meditate  on  them  all  before  the  fervice  be- 
gins. ^     • 

The  firft  words  of  the  Exhortation,  Dearly  beloved  hretbra^ 
cxprcfs  very  firoKgly  and  properly  the  good  will  and  tender 
regfird,  which  the  miniilers  of  God's  word  (hould  have  for 
their  people:  who  fliould  in  return  receive  their  adir.omtiocJ 
meekly  and  thankfully,  Cnce  they  JpeaZ*  to  them  the  truth  if 
love  *. 

A  follcwing  part  of  the  exhortation  reminds  us,  that  ahc^' 
ue  cij.!'^  at  alltir:csy  even  in  our  private  fuppli<^ations,  hsn* 
hly  to  t^chiculethe  our  fins  before  God ;  yet  ought  we  mo/icbuf- 
ly  jo  to  do,  11  hen  we  a/Jemble  and  meet  together.  Our  SaTioor 
i:at]i  laid  a  pccul'^r  ihefs  on  joint  pra^xrs  ;  and  made  inor« 
efpecial  promifes  to  thofe  petitions,  which  his  difciples  putn? 
in  common  f- :  both  to  unite  them  clcfely  in  mutual  alliiftiofl* 
by  the  mutual  benefits  they  receive  at  each  other's  requcfi; 
and  to  encourage  a  practice,  Tshich  he  forefaw  would  prove 
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fo  powerful  a  means,  both  of  tlieir  own  edification,  and  the 
converfion  of  others.  We  have  reafon  therefore  to  entertain 
a  much  higher  cfteem,  than  many  do,  of  the  advantages  to  be 
obtained  from  conftancy  in  pnhliq  worlhip.  But  then,  the 
more  we  expeft  from  it,  wit'  thfc  more  care  we  muft  qualify 
ourfelves  for  what  we  exped :  elfe  we  fliall  certaiilly  be  dif- 
appointed.  And  as  penitent  coufelion  in  the  name  of  Chriil 
is  the  great  qualification  for  pardon  and  every  mercy;  and 
each  one's  example,  in  the  church,  of  that  or  tlic  contrary, 
muft  have  a  good  or  bad  eficd  on  thofc  around  him,  we  ihould 
endeavour,  if  there  be  room  for  any  dllTercnce,  to  be  more 
than  ordinarily  humble  and  fervent  there :  Yet  we  are  in 
danger  of  being  leaft  fo,  unlefs  we  look  well  to  our  ways, 
and  diligently  keep  our  foot  when  we  go  to  the  boufe  of 
Cod*. 

In  the  next  words,  after  thefe,  the  fevcral  main  branches  of 
worihip,  following  confeffion,  are  expreffeJ.  And  nearly  the 
fame  order  is  obferved  in  the  fervice,  as  in  the  exhoitation. 
We  render  thanks  to  God  and  Jet  forth  his  praife^  in  thepfal«ns 
and  hymns  ;  hear  bis  moft  holy  word,  in  the  leffons  ;  and  ajk 
thofe  things,  which  are  re^iifite  and  necejpiry,  in  the  prayers. 
The  conclufion  of  this  preface,  whertfore  I  pray  and  hefeech 
you,  to  accompanj'  me  with  a  pure  ^f^%  that  is,  a  fincere  one, 
to  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  grace,  agrees  intirely  in  fenfe,  and 
partly  in  words,  with  that  pathetic  declaration  of  St  Paul :  As 
though  God  did  hefeech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in  Cbrijt  s  flead^ 
be  ye  reconciled  to  Goi\, 

The  confejfton  is  direcled  to  hefaid  of  the  whole  Congregation, 
after  the  miniftcr.  If  this  be  djone  by  each  perfon,  as  is  alfo 
direfled,  with  an  humble  voice,  he  will  give  no  difturbance  to 
others  :  and  every  one  muft  experience,  that  what  he  faith,  on 
this  occalion,  with  his  own  mouth,  is  brought  more  home  to 
his  foul,  becomes  more  perfoual  and  affeding,  than  if  he  had 
filcutly  affented  to  it,  when  faid  for  him.  And  as  it  is  a  very 
ufcful,  io  it  is  a  very  old  cullom  %  ;  revived  in  our  church, 
after  being  laid  afide  by  tl  •  church  of  Rome  ;  who  begin  their 
fcryice  witli  an  a£l  of  luiaaiiiation  by  the  prieft  alone,  in  which 
the  people  have  no  fliarc. 
Another  direction  is,  that  the  confeilion  be  faid,  all  kneeling. 

And 
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And  that  pofture  in  prayer,  efpeciallj  in  this   part,  hath  doc 
onlj  ancient  authoritj,  but  nature  itfelf,  on  Its  fide  :  and  doth 
fo  ftrongly,  both  cxprcfs  an4  excite  inward  humility^  that  it 
fliould  never  be  omitted  wilfully,  or  negligently,  in  favour  cf 
cafe  and  idolence  :  confidera4ions,  very  unworthy;  of  notice  at 
fuch  a  time.     Still  they,  whofe  infirmities   will    net  pennk 
them  to  be  on  their  knees  without  pain  or  hurt,  may  doubt- 
lefs  allowably  ftand,  or  even  fit  ;  for  God  will  have  mercy ^ani 
not  facrif.cc^ .     And  further  :  As  in  many  fiill  congrcgatioi-s 
this  rule  cannot  be  obferved  by  every  one,  without  taking  up 
more  room,  than  can  with  convenience  be  fpared  ;   certain!* 
the  fuperior  rule,  of  doing  the  things,  wherewith  one  nuty  edlfj 
.  another  f,  binds  us  rather  to  be  content  with  fiandiag,  though 
a  lefs  eligible  pofture,  thau  exclude  numbers  of  bur  fellov- 
Chrlftians  from  being  tolerably  accommodate^^  for  joining  in 
worfliip  with  us.     For  kneeling,  though  greatly  preferable  ii 
not  prefcribed  as  indifpenfably  neceflary.     H^e  children  cflj- 
raely  we  read  in  the  book  of  NeheniiahXf  v)ere  ajfembled  tiih 
fafling ;  and,  probably  for  the  reafon  juft  mentioned,^oo^  ami 
confejjed  their  Jins,     The  penitent  publican  did  not  fail  of  beiisg 
accepted,  though  Yi^Jioody  when  he  faid,  God  be  mercijul  to  me 
dfinner^.     Anl  on  fome  days  the  early  Chriflians    did  not 
kneel  at  all. 

In  the  firft  words  of  the  confeffion,  we  apply  to  God  as  our 
Father  :  the  author  of  our  being^  and  therefore  intitled  to  all 
honour  and  fcrvice  from  us  j  the  adopter  of  us,  after  our  for- 
feiture, into  his  family  aga^  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  there- 
fore infilled  to  have  it  paid  him  with  double  gratitude.  We 
acknowledge  him  Almighty,  either  to  protcft  or  punilh  ;  and 
therefore  to  be  obeyed  from  intereft,  as  well  as  duty  :  wc  ac- 
knowledge him  to  be  mojl  mercijul ;  and  therefore,  in  the  high- 
eft  degree,  unfit  to  have  been  cfiended,  and  fit  to  have  pardoa 
afked  of  him. 

The  exprcffion,  we  have  erred  andjlrayedjrom  thy  ^vays. 
Hie  lojl  Jheep^  is  taken  from  fcripturc.  /  hdKje  gone  qfiray^ 
like  a  Ifi/lJJjeep  :  feci  thyferifant  ||.  Again  :  ^11  we,  Uke  Jheep^ 
ha've  gone  qftray  ;  wc  ha've  turned  every  one  to  his  own  ".vay  : 
end  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  hiniy  on   Chrift^  the  iniquity  of  us 

aU 
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«i7*.  But  to  underftand  the  fiill  propriety  of  the  phrafe,  it 
znuft  be  obferved,  that  both  the  likelihood  of  firajing  was 
much  greater,  and  the  confequenpes  of  it  much  more  fatal,  in 
open  countries,  full  of  wild  beafts,  as  thofe  of  the  Eaft  were, 
than  in  ours.  Andfucha^rM/  and  terrib/e  wi'lderne/sf,  in 
the  fpiritual  fenfe,  is  this  world. 

It  hath  been  objected,  that  our  confeilion  i^  too  general. 
Sut  it  coitaprehends  all  iiQs,  both  of  omiffion  and  commiflion. 
The  particulars,  each  perfon's  confcience,  if  it  be  dulj  tender, 
^U  reprefent  to  itfelf,  as  far  as  is  needful,  or  well  can  be,  in 
public.  And  was  every  fin,  that  men  can  fall  into,  exprefled 
by  name,  the  catalogue  would  be  too  long ;  and  fuch,  that 
many,  (it  is  to  be  hoped)  could  not  with  truth  join  in  the 
whole :  nor  would  it  be  proper,  that  they  who  had,  and  had 
not,  been  guilty,  fliould  confefs  all  the  fame  things  ;  or  that 
thofe  about  as  ihould  perceive,  which  we  did  confefs. 

It  hath  been  further  objeded,  that  in  our  appointed  form, 
there  is  no  acknowledgement  of  the  original  corruption  of 
our  nature  by  the  fall.  Nor  is  there  an  ex(>licit  one,  even  in 
the  prayer  of  our  bleffed  Lord.  But  furely  when  we  fay, 
that  we  have  followed  too  much  the  devices  and  defires  of  our 
own  hearts^  it  may  well  be  part  of  our  meaning,  that  they  are 
from  the  firft  irregidar  and  depraved. 

The  words,  and  there  is  no  health  in  us^  befides  that  they 
alfo  profefs  our  inward  frame  throughout  to  be  more  or  left 
difordered,  fignify  too,  that  we  have  no  power  of  our  own, 
either  to  cure  the  fpiritual  difeafes,  of  which  we  are  already 
fick,  or  to  prevent  the  attacks  of  future  ones-  And  therefore 
we  apply  to  God,  that  he  would  heal  our  fouls  J:  whom  alfo, 
in  the  conclufion,  yre  implicitly  promife,  that  whatever  am- 
mendment  fhall  be  produced  in  us  by  the  means  he  prefcribes, 
we  will  give  the  glory  of  it,  not  to  ourfelves,  but  to  his  holy 
name  :  who  hath  hleffed  us  with  all  fpiritual  blej/ings  in  Chrifl^ 
to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  §. 

After  the  confeflion  follows  the  abfolution:  which  fome 
have  apprehendctd  to  be  a  very  popiih  form.  But  indeed  nei« 
ther  of  ihem  i^  taken  out  of  any  popiih  fervice.  On  the  con« 
trary,  both  of  them  appeared  for  the  firft  time  in  the  f(icond 
edition  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  Common-prayer-book : 

Vol.  II.  4  G  which 
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which  was  made  with  the  advice  of  foreign,  and  cvqi  prdbv- 
terian  proteftants.  Nay,  this  abfolution  was  direftly  leyeHcd 
againft  popery.  For  the  popifh  abfolutioris  were  given  ia 
private,  feparately  to  each  particular  perfon,  pofitivelj  and 
without  reverfion,  in  the  name  of  the  prieft  :  and  this  is  gi- 
ven  in  public,  to  all  perfons  at  once,  conditionally,  if  they  are 
truly  penitent,  in  the  name  of  God.  The  people  were  milled 
by  the  former  abfolutions  to  a  groundlefs  truil  in  facerdctil 
power :  and  would  have  taken  offence,  if  after  their  contffiffi 
none  had  been  fubjoined.  This,  therefore  was  drawn  up,  ta 
be  ufed  over  them  :  which  tends  very  powerfully  to  comfon 
men,  but  can  never  miflead  them ;  becaufe  It  leads  them  to 
truft  only  in  God's  mercy  ;  and  in  that  no  otherwife,  than  if 
they  truly  repent y  and  unfeignedly  believe  his  holy  ^o'pel^  provirg 
their  fincerity  by  their  reformation;  on  which  terms  alcnebe 
hath  given  his  minifters  poiver  and  commandment  to  pronaacit* 
bis  people  the  ahfolution  and  remijjlon  of  their  fins » 

And  as  none,  but  his  minifters  are  commifEoned  to  make 
this  foleinn  proclamation  of  pardon  on  hisbehal':  it  is  Stlj 
ordered,  that  none  Ihould  fliare  with  them  in  pufcliu:ing  it, 
by  repeating  it  along  with  them.  And  you  will  obferve,tbz 
wherever  in  the  fervice  the  congregation  are  not  dircdcd  to 
fpeak,  but  the  minifler  only,  their  fpeaking  the  fame  woids 
low,  as  many  perfoi^s  inconfiderately  do,  removes  only  part  of 
the  impropriety,  and  leaves  the  reft.  On  this  therefore,  acd 
the  like  occafions,  you  will  remember,  that  your  bufisefs  is 
only  to  hearken  and  affent  with  filent  reverence:  ofvhicb 
reverence,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  continuing  on  your  knees,  ia 
token  of  your  humble  thankfulnefs  to  God,  is  undoubtedlT 
a  fuitable  expreffion.  ' 

After  the  above-mentioned  declaration,  immediately  follow 
an  admonition  to  pray  for  repentance  and  God*s  Holy  S^- 
\vhich  m*ay  fccm  perhaps  needlefs  and  unaccountable ;  ccflfi- 
3ering,  that  we  have  juft  been  profeffiiig  to  cxercifc  repest- 
ance,  and  have  been  aflured  of  God's  fprgivencfs  upon  it,  cf 
.which  the  gift  of  his  Spirit  is  a  confequence.  Butifitfcc 
confidered  alfo,  that  we  are  to  repent,  not  only  before,  \i^^ 
afteci  pardon  ;  and  even  the  more  deeply  for  the  mercy  and 
love  fliewn  in  our  pardon,  elfe  it  would  be  jufily  revoke!  i 
and  that  the  continuance  of  God's  Spirit;  with  us  depends  on 
the  continuance  of  our  fupplications  for  his  prcfence,  which 
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■will  alfo  procure  us  greater  degrees  of  it  \  there  will  be  found 
no  weight  in  this  objeftion. 

At  the  end  of  the  abfolution,  and  of  every  prayer,  the  peo- 
ple are  direSed  to  fay.  Amen :  which  m^ns,  it  is  true ;  we 
do-  fincerely  defire,  or  fincerely  affirm,  what  hath  been  faid. 
This  was  the  practice  of  the  Jewifli  church  :  it  was  alfo  that 
of  the  Chrillian  in  the  apoftles  days*  How  Jhqllhe^  that  oc» 
cupietb  the  room  of  the  unlearned^  fay  Amen^  at  thy  giving  of 
thanks y  feeing  he  underjlandeth  not  what  thou  fayefi  *  f  And 
the  fubfequent  ecclefiaftical  writers  fliew,  that  it  ufed  to  be 
pronounced  audibly  and  fervently :  each  expr effing  his  own 
faith  or  defire,  and  animating  that  of  his  fellow- worffiippers* 
We  (hould  therefore  by  no  means  negle6l  to  give  this  proof, 
amongft  others,  that  we  not  only  hear  the  fervice  with  atten- 
tion, but  join  in  it  with  earnellnefs. 

After  the  confeffion  and  abfolution,  c:omes  the  Lord's  Fray, 
er :  it  beinjg  a  very  proper  time  to  addrefs  God  in  that  form, 
which  our  Sayiour  taught  his  difciples,  when  we  have  appro- 
>  ved  ourfelves  his  real  difciples,  by  repentance  of  fins,  and  faith  in 
the  gofpeUoffers  of  njercy.  And  as  he  direSs,  When  ye  pray^ 
fay^  our  Father yiSc.  our  liturgy  accordingly  direds,  that  every 
one  fhould  iiay  it.  For  fo  they  did  in  the  primitive  church  ; 
in  which  it  was  called,  the  daily,  the  appointed,  the  public, 
the  common  prayer  of  Chriftians.  Further:  as  our  blefied 
Redeemer  delivered  it  twice,  and  we  fee  it  in  St  Matthew 
with  the  doxology,  for  thine  is  the  kingdom ^  &c.  and  in  St 
Luke,  without  it^  we  fometimes  ufe  it  one  way,  fometimds 
the  other. 

And  now,  having  prefumed,  in  thefe  folemn  words,  to  claim 
God-  for  our  Father  through  Chrift  ;  for  though  his  name  is 
not  mentioned  in  this  prayer,  it  is  to  be  underftood  by  us  \ix 
every,  article  of  it;  we  now  proceed  to  vent  the  joy  and 
thankfulnefs  belonging  to  fuch  a  privilege :  which  I  obferved 
to  you  before,  is  the  fecond  part  of  our  public  fervice,  as  it 
was  in  the  ancient  church  ;  where,  St  Bafil  informs  ua  (•,  the 
people,  after  confeffion,  rofe  from  prayer,  and  went  on  to 
pfalmody.  But  to  make  the  tranfition  more  natural  and  be- 
4G  2  neficial, 

•  I  Cor.  xiv.  1*.  f  Ep.  Ixiii. 
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neficial,  we  firft  beg,  that  God  would  permit  and  affift  as,im. 
worthy  as  we  are,  to  pay  him  this  homage.  O  Lord,  ofn 
thou  our  lips :  and  our  mouth  Jhall  Jhew  forth  thy  prmjt : 
which  are  the  words  of  David,  in  his  chief  penitential  pfikn, 
the  fifty-firft.  Guilt  had  fliut  up  his  mouth  from  the  nttcN 
ance  of  chearful  founds,  till  humiliation  and  affurance  of  par- 
don  gave  him  that  liberty  of  fpecch  again,  which,  m  his  «x- 
prelEons,  we  pray  it  may  gite  us.  ,  And  fome  of  the  eaiUeft 
liturgies  ufed  the  fame  verfe  for  the  fame  purpofe :  as  tbcr 
did  likewife  that,  which  follows  here,  and  which  is  found  in 
two  different  pfalms  *,  0  God^  make/peed  tofave  us :  0  Iffri^ 
make  bajle  to  hilp  us^ :  it  being  feafonable  at  aH  times  to  ic- 
queft,  that  as  our  danger  is  continual,  he  would  be  continual- 
ly at  hand,  tofave  us  from  fin,  and  help  us  in  our  duty;  ef- 
pecially  when  we  are  juft  advancing  to  fb  fuUime  a  d«ty,aad 
one  which  requires  fuch  purity  of  heart.  For  praife  is  tKt 
feemly  in  the  mouth  of  ajinner\  but  it  hecometh  "vuMthtju^  to 
be  thankful  %. 

The  way  then  being  thus  prepared,  and  having  qualiW 

ourfelvcs  with  holy  David  to  fay,  my  heart  is  ready ^  my  heart 

is  ready,  I  will  fing  and  give  praife  ^^  we  rife  up  fromonr 

knees,  and  ftand  upon  our  feet.  *  For  fo  we  read,   that  vbeo 

the  priefls  and  Levites  praifed  the  Lord,  all  Ifrael flood  ||  And 

we  begin  this  good  work  with  that   fiimmary  of  aB  our 

praifes,  to  which  we  fliall  often  return   in    the   courfe  of 

them,  and  in   which  we  fliall  conclude  them  ;  glory  ie  af- 

cribed  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghoji :  es 

it  was  in  the  beginning  of  time  by  angels,  when  the  mormni 

flars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God fhoutedfor  joy^;  ^ 

it  hath  been  ever  fince,  by  religious  pcrfons  in  fucceeding  ages, 

according  to  the  degree  of  their  liglit ;  as  it  ir  now^  by  all  tbe 

faints  in  earth  and  heaven,  and  everfhallbe,  not  only  througli- 

out  the  prefent  fcene  of  things,  by  new  Chriftians  rifing  up  is 

the  place  of  thofe  who  die  or  fall  away,   (wiiatever   men  or 

devils  may  do  to  prevent  it)  but  after  the  final  confunmiatioo^ 

when  all  are  united  into  one  general  affembly:   whofe  trium- 

phant  acclamations  to  our  Creator,  our  Redeemer,  our  SanSi- 

fier, 

•  Th\.  xl.  i3»  ixxi.  t  l^cclus  xv.  9.         J  Pfal.  xxxlii.  i. 
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fier,  fhall  refound  world  without  end^  duration  without  period, 
in  that  bleffed  ftate,  which  fhall  laft  to  all  eternitj. 

And  now,  having  propofed  the  unfpeakably  great  fubjefl, 
that  we  are  to  celebrate,  we  invite  each  other  to  enter  upon  it 
more,  particularly  :  the  minifter  faying,  praife ye  the  Lard; 
which  is  the  literal  tranilation  of  alleluiah,  fo  often  repeated 
in  the  Old  Teftament^  in  the  New,  in  the  liturgies  of  the  uni- 
verfal  Church :  and  the  people  anfwering,  with  joyful  ap- 
probation, the  Lord's  name  be  praifed. 

Some  indeed  of  our  diflenting  brethem  have  thought,  and 
fo  have  fome  papifts  *,  that  dividing  this,  and  other  parts  of 
the  fervice,  as  we  do,. between  the  pried  and  the  congregation; 
and  allowiXig  the  latter  to  make  refponfe$ ;  (which  means  an-* 
fwers)  is  permitting,  not  only  laymen,  but  even  women,  a- 
gainft  an  exprefs  prohibition  of  fcripture,  to  encroach  on  the 
xninifterial  office;  makes  a  difagreeable  confafed  noife,  and  hin- 
ders mady  from  underftanding  what  is  faid.  But  furely  the 
office  of  the  minifter  is  fufficiently  diftinguilhed,  as  he  prefides 
and  leads,  throughout  the  fervice.  And  why  fhould  not  the 
people  be  f uftered  to  follow  him ;  and  bear  fome  part  with  their 
voices  in  praying,  as  well  as  the  main  part  in  finging  ?  Npt 
to  fay,  that  the  principal  article,  in  which  they  do  bear  a  part 
is  the  pfalms  for  the  day,  which  were  defigned  to  be  fung. 
Inhere  it  could  be  don^  conveniently,  as  I  wifli  it  could  every 
wherc^  No  fcripture  forbids  the  congregation  to  bear  a  part: 
that  which  forbids  women  to  fpeak  in  the  church  t,  means 
only  to  forbid  their  giving  inftrudion,  or  entering  into  quef- 
^  tions  or  difputations  there.  And  St  Paul  commands  us  to 
/peai  to  one  another  in  pfalms  and  hymns  and  fpiritual  fongs  J. 
Accordingly,  primitive  Chriftiaus  are  known  to  have  ufed  t^iis 
alternate  manner  in  their  public  prayers  and  praifes.  And 
though,  when  the  pfalms  and  hymns  are  fpoken  thus,  and  not 
fung,  their  is  nothing  harmonious  in  the  found,  yet  St  John 
defcribes  the  worlhip  of  the  blefled  above  by  the  vAce  of  many 
waters,  and  of  a  great  thiinderti  which  is  no  unfit  coipparifbn 
for  the  united  anfwers  of  a  large  congregation.  As  to  the 
other  part  of  the  objeftion,  this  method  in  reality  creates  no 
confttfion  or  difficulty  at  all.  A  very  little  praftice  will  ren- 
der 

•  Sec  Binghamt  1.  xir.  c  i-  J.  t^.         f  i  Cor.  xir.  jj.  J  Eph.  v.  19. 
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der  It  eafy  to  any  one  that  can  read :  even  thej  who*  caniuf 
ready  maj  join  in  it,  by  attending  to  thofe  near  them,  or 
to  the  clerk  :  it  makes  a  grateful  variety,  keeps  attention  a- 
wake,  and  enlivens  devotion.  In  this  manner  then  we  glorify 
God :  beginning  always  with  the  95th  Pfalm,  as  the  whole 
Chriilian  church  did  in  early  ages,  and  as  the  nature  of  the 
pfalm  recommends  to  us  :  it  being  a  didind  invitation  to  the 
feveral  duties  ofpraife,  prayer  and  hearing,  with  an  awful 
warning  of  the  danger  of  ncglefting  God,  drawn  frona  his 
judgments  on  the  dlfobedient  Jews,  unto  whom  tbe/e  things 
happened  for  enfamples^  and  they  are  written  for  our  adaUnd- 
tion*. 

When  we  call  him,  in  this  pfalm,  theflrength  of  ovr  foloa^ 
tion;  we  mean,  that  by  his  power  alone  wc  can  be  faved  from 
prefent  and  future  evils.  When  we  call  him  a  great  King  ahcoe 
aU  gods  i  we  mean,  above  all  that  have  ever  had  that  name 
afcribed  to  them  :  the  princes  of  the  nations,  the  falfe  deities 
of  the  heathen,  Satan  the  god  of  this  world  j:,  and  the  holy  an- 
gels in  heaven.  When  we  fay,  that  in  his  hands  are  all  iU 
corners  of  the  earth,  and  theflrength  of  the  hills  is  his  alfo  ;  wc 
mean,  that  his  prefence  and  his  influence  extend  to  the  remot- 
eft  and  moft  inacceilible  places  ;  and  there  is  none,  where  he 
cannot  deliver  or  punifh.  When  we  call  ourfelves  the  people 
of  bis  paflure,  and  thefheep  of  his  hand  ;  we  own  our  Maker 
to  be  likewife  our  preferver,  fupporter  and  dircdlor  ;  who 
feeds  our  fouls  by  his  word  and  his  grace,  as  well  as  our  bo- 
dies with  daily  bread,  and  guides  us  mercifully  through  this 
world  to  a  better.  "To-day  if  you  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts^  is  an  afFeSing  and  alarming  exhortation,  that 
if  wc  defign  ever  to  become  his  fervants  in  earneft,  w^e  fbould 
hearken  immediately  to  his  continual  calls  ;  elfe,  through  a 
habit  of  difobedience,  our  minds  may  grow  callous,  and  pq^ 
feeling  J.  Tlie  words,  when  your  fathers  tempted  me,  which 
are  put  into  the  mouth  of  God  himfe^f,  the  Jews,  (for  whom 
firft  this  pfalm  was  compofed)  were  to  underfland  literally, 
of  their  fathers  according  to  the  flefh.  But  we  are  to  take 
them  of  thofe,  who  have  gone  before  us  in  the  profeffion  of 
religion :  and  whom  we  are  not  to  refemble  in  tempting  and 
prcvi/zg  God ;   that  is,  doubting,  and  putting  to  unrcafonablc 

trials, 
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trials,  his  omnipotence,  his  goodnefs  and  truth  :  left,  as  the 
.  unbelieving  Jews  died  in  the  wildernefs,  and  fo  were  exclud- 
ed from  the.  temporal  reft,  which  otherwife  they  would  have 
enjoyed  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  we  alfo  be  excluded  from  what 
is  prefigured,  that  eternal  reft^  which  remains  for  the  people  of 
God*  in  heaven. 

At  the  end  of  this  and  each  pfalm  that  we  repeat,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  may  be,  we  add  the  fame  doxology,  that  we  u- 
-fed  at  firft  ;  Glory  being  due  to  God  for  every  thing  he  hath 
taught,  and  every  thing  he  hath  done,  both  in  former  times 
J  and  prefent';  for  every  afilidlion,  as  well  as  every  enjoyment. 
And  therefore  we  do  well  to  obferve  the  apoftle's  rule,  of  ^-• 
viftg  thanks  always^  for  all  things^  unto  God  and  the. Father ^  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift\. 

Then  we  proceed  to  rehearfe  the  pfalms,  in  proper  portions, 
according  to  the  days  of  the  mpnth :  of  which  it  will  be  need- 
ful to  fay  much  more,  than  there  is  now  time  to  fay,  I  fliall 
therefore  conclude  v/ith  only  remarking  in  general^  that  words 
of  God's  own  infpiring  are  furely  the  fitteft  to  praife  him  in: 
which  being  fo  noble  a  duty,  we  (hould  take  peculiar  care  to 
perform  it  in  the  moft  unexceptionable,  judicious,  and  affec- 
'  tionate  manner.  When  you  glorify  the  Lord,  ixalt  him  as  much 
as  you  can  ;  for  even  yet  will  he  for  Jtxceed:  and  when  you  ^*- 
alt  himy  put  forth  all  your  fir engtb^  and  be  not  weary;  for  you 

can  never  go  far  enough  J. 

jb 
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Kjexiakce  on  the  Spirit  of  God,  ukited  with  a  propek 
respect  to  our  own  understanding,  in  our  addresses 

TO  THE  AlMIGHTT. 


I  Cor.  ziv.  15. 

-^l  Vtiiil  frtfy  with  the  Spirit  ^  mid  I  will  fray  with  ibe  umderjlsm£ag 
nifo :  I  wiiljing  wiib  the  Spirti,  mnd  I  will  Jing  vntb  ibe  «altr* 
landing  mijo* 

HAVING  undertaken  firft  to  ihew  tbe  lawfulnefs  and  ci- 
pediencj  of  public  liturgies ;  then  to  vindicate,  explaio, 
fimd  point  out  fuch  things  in  our  own,  as  are  moft  liable  to  he 
cenfured,  or  not  underflood,  or  not  fufficientlj  obferved :  I 
have  finifbed  the  former  head,  and  proceeded  under  the  latter 
as  far  as  the  pfalms  ;  which  very  juftljrmake  a  principal  part 
of  the  joint  praifes,  that  we  offer  up  to  God.     For  though  fc* 
vera!  of  them  were  compofed  on  particular  occafions,  y«t  they 
are  plainly  fitted  for  general  ufe  :  and  their  infertion  into  the 
canon  of  fcripture  proves  them  to  be  defigned  for  it :  the  Jews 
anciently  recited  them  in  the  temple,  and  do  flill  in  their  fy* 
nagogues :  the  New  Teftament  hath  recommended  them  to 
Chrifiians  ;  and  the  whole  church  hath  fang  them  ever  fince. 
Indeed  the  fubjed  matter  of  thtm  is  very  different :  but  th(^ 
of  joy  are  much  more  numerous,  than  any  other  fort :  and  all 
of  them  afford  ground  of  praife  at  lead  ;  the  dodrinal,  the  ex- 
hortatory,  the  hiftorical,  as  well  as  the  reft.     Even  th<e  plain* 
tive  and  petitionary  minifter  caufe  of  thankfgiving  to  hin), 
who  hath  promifed  to  hear,  and  fupport,  and  deliver  9  and 
pxakc  aU  things    uori  together  for  good  to  them,  that  Aw 
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him*.     Glory  therefore  to  the  blefled  three  in  One  is  a  fit 
conclufion  to  every  pfalm. 

But  in  reading  thetn  it  muft  be  carefully  obferved,  and  may 
vrith  moderate  care  be  commonly  diilingaifhedy  in  whofe  per- 
fon  the  fcveral  fentences  are  fpoken.    In  fome  pfalms,  or  por- 
tions of  pfalms,  it  is  God  or  Chrift,  in  others,   wicked  men, 
that   fpeak.     Thefe  we  mu^l  repeat,  as  their  fayings :  and 
none  as  our  own,  but  what  were  intended  for  us.     Even  the 
words  of  the  Pfalmift,  if  we  are  to  adopt  them,  may  frequent- 
ly feem  fo  unapplioable  to  the  outward  condition,  or  inward 
frame,  of  many  in  every  congregation,  that,  if  they  attend  to 
them,  they  cannot  fay  them  with  truth.     But  moft  of  them 
all  good  people  may  fay  even  of  themfelveS  fingly,  with  much 
truth.     For  they  have  conftantly  enemies,  temporal  or  fpiri- 
tual.     Affliftions  more  or  lefs  heavy,  valuable  mercies,  and- 
at  times  warm  feelings  of  pious  dlfpolitions :  which,  if  not 
prefent,  may  be  fo  recalled,  and  made  their  own  again,  as  to 
be  very  fincetely  expreiTed  to  God.     And  what  they  cannot 
fay  in  their  own  name  feparately,  they  may  tru^y  fay  in  the 
name  of  Chrift's  Church,  of  which  they  are  members :  and 
they  ought,  and  furely  do,  bear  fome  fbare  of  the  mercies  and 
fufferings,  the  feari  and  defires  of  every  part  of  ir,  in  every 
itate.     And  as  David,  in  fome  of  the  pfalms,  takes,  on  him 
the  perfon  of  Chrifl;  in  others  he  feems  to  take  that  of  his 
difciples  :  and  to  fpeak,  not  in  any  one  particular  charader, 
but  as  reprefenting  the  whole  body  of  believers*     Or  if  there 
be  any  paflages,  which  neither  of  thefe  methods  will  fuit;  fiiU 
we  may  rehcarfe  them,  as  expref&ng  the  cafe  of  fome  eminent 
worthy  of  old  times,  and  be  afieded  by  it  accordingly:  for  we 
often  are  ftrongly  affeded  by  the  circumftances,  well  defcri- 
bcd,  not  only  of  diflant,  but  of  imaginary  perfons.     We  may 
Gonfider,  as  we  go  on,  the  likenefs,  or  the  difference,  between 
bis  iituation,  his  temper,'and  our  own :  and  raife  frozh  it  ma- 
ny refledions  of  fympathy  and  caution,  of  humiliation,  encou- 
ragement, and  thankfulnefs.     Thus,  at  leaft,  we  may  bring 
every  thing  we  fay  home  to  ourfelves :  and  by  fo  doing  fur- 
nifli  our  minds  with  a  moft  valuable  ftore  of  devout  thoughts 
and  language,  perhaps  for  many  future  occafions  of  our  own 
"":-oij}thcrs.     For  the  book  of  pfalms  is  fo  incxhauftible  a  trea- 
VoL.  Ill  4 1  fure 
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fare  of  every  tj ranch  of  pietj,  that  a  more  conftant  tifc  of  it, 
tha;i  of  any  other  in  the  whole  Bible,  bath,  with  verj  juii  ro- 
foD,  been  appointed  in  public  forms  of  prayer,  and  reccnxi- 
mended  in  private  ones. 

It  may  be  objefted,  that  in  feveral  of  them  David   utters 
moft  bitter  imprecations  againft  his  enemies  :  in  -which,  to  faj 
nothing  harlher,  we  cannot  follow  him:  for  the  rule  of  the 
New  Teftament  is,  Blefi^  and  curfe  not*.     But  indeed  mofi,  if 
not  all,  the  places,  which  appear  wifbes  of  evil,  may,  acccnd- 
ing  to  the  confefled  import  of  tlie  original,  be  underilood  oc- 
ly  as  predi6lions  of  it.     Or,   fuppofing  them  wiibes,    David 
might  be  direfied  by  infinite  wifdom  to  pronounce  them,  even 
againft  the  cppofers  of  his  reigning  over  Ifrael;  'w^ho  oppofcd, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  known  decree  of  Providence*      Repeat- 
ing them  in  this  view,  folely  as  his,  muft  to  innocent :  acd 
flrongly  fuggeft  an  important  admonition,  not  tojight  agau^ 
Godf.     But  perhaps  in  feme  of  thefe,  as  well  as  other  pafi- 
ges,  he  fpcaks  in  the  perfon  of  the  whole  church  of  Gcd,  a- 
gainft  all   its  irrcconcileable  adverfaries,  whoever  they  be. 
Such  was  Judas  :  to  whom  therefore  the  two  moft  dreadful  of 
thefe  pfalms  are  applied,  A6ts  i.  20.     And,  with  the  utzaa£ 
tenderiicfs  to  the  whole  of  God's  creation,  we  maj  and  raiift 
defire  the  overthrow  of  them,  who  obftinately  hate  him  and 
his  laws.     For  tliough  wc  ought  much  more  to  defire  the  re- 
pentance, than  the  death  of  a  fmner,  as  he  himfelf  doth  :  yet, 
if  they  will  not  repent,  we  ought  to  think  and  fpeak  with  ap- 
probation and  fatlsfaclion,  (yet  mixed  with  an  awful  concern,) 
of  their  puniftimcnts  here,  and  fentence  hereafter  :    which  h^ 
St  Paul  reprefents  good  perfons,  as  joining  to  pronounce;  Dc 
re  not  bioWy  that  the  faints  Jha II judge  the  world  X^^ 

It  may  be  obje^^ied  further,  that  however  this  be,  the  pfalns 
are  unfit  for  our  ufc  on  another  account :  they  are  full  of  Jew- 
ifli  notions  and  phrafes.  But  the/  were  compofed  by  the  aid  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  with  a  view  to  Chriftian  times:  our  Saviour 
appeals  particularly  to  tliofe  things,  which  are  written  in  tit 
r/alms  ccncerr.ing  him  ^,  and  they  are  many.  Nor  is  the  dif- 
ficulty great,  in  applying  the  peculiarities  of  one  difpenfaticn 
to  what  anfwers  them  in  the  other:  of  underftanding  by  the 
law,  the  doftrine  of  him,  who  came  to  fulfil  it  5  by  Jemfalcm 

and 
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and  Zion,  the  Chriftian  church ;  by  the  feveral  facrifices,  that 
of  our  blefled  Lord,  or  of  our  own  prayers  and  praifes  offered 
*ip  in  his  name;  by  the  altar,  the  holy  table  ;  by  temporal  e- 
nemies  and  deliverances,  fphitual  ones;  and  fo  of  the  reft : 
thanking  God,  at  the  fame  time,  that  we  have  light  afforded 
us,  to  fee  fo  much  deeper  into  this  and  every  book  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  than  they  who  wrote  it. 

Still  there  may  be  more  parages  than  a  few  in  the  Pfalms, 
which  many  undcrfland  not.  However,  even  thcfc  they  may 
allowably  read  over,  as  undoubtedly  t^cy  often  do  other  things, 
in  order  and  in  hope  to  underfland  them  :  and  by  reading 
-with  attention,  they  will  come  gradually  10  nndcriland  more 
and  more  of  them.  T»ut  t'ley  would  mukc  tliii  iiuich  eafier  to 
thcmfelves,-by  re?.dinpj  cr.r.*uiiiy  in  private  fonie  paraphrafe  of 
the  Pfalms,  if  they  are  a'jle  to  procure  one,'  along  with  them: 
fuch  as  the  larger  of  Dr  Hammond,  or  rather  of  Bifhop  Pa- 
trick, or  tlie  fmaller  of  Dr  Nlcols  or  Mr  Johnfon.  The  par- 
ticular piflages,  wliich  one  or  other  may  find  obfcure  to  him, 
are  too  majy  to  be  explained  from  hence.  But  the  darkefl 
and  had  edifying  in  appearance  will,  by  the  ufe  of  any  of 
thefe  authors,  be  perceived,  either  to  have  fome  one  deter- 
mined fenfe  «f  importance,  or  at  leait  to  be  capable  of  feveral  • 
fuch. 

And  irtdeed  all  confiderate  Chrifllans  will  acknowledge  the 
excellence  of  the  pfalter  in  a  good  tranflation.  But  fome 
objeft  againft  that,  which  we  have  in  our  prayer-books,  as 
made  in  times  of  lefs  learniiig  and  exaftuefs,  than  the  other 
in  our  bibles  :  which,  being  .  more  correct,  they  conceive 
ought  to  be  ufed  inftead  of  it.  But  indeed,  as  the  latter  is, 
in  fome  places,  jufter  than  the  former ;  fo  is  the  former,  in 
fome,  jufter  than  that.  And  it  hath  one  general  ground 
of  preference ;  that,  not  rendering  the  words  of  the  He- 
brew fo  ftriftly,  it  gives  the  fenfe  of  them  more  intelligibly: 
notwithftanding  that  a  few  expreffions,  and  but  very  few, 
are  become  in  the  fpace  of  200  years,  which  have  pafl'ed  fince 
it  was  made,  lefs  clear  or  proper,  than  they  were  ::t  firll.  In- 
deed this  old  verfion  hath  here  and  there  additions  to  what 
•we  now  find  in  the  original.  But  the  only  confiderublc  one  is 
taken  from,  if  not  warranted  by,  the  Ncv^r  TcHuTncjit :  tlicy 
are  all  harmlefs  :  they  are  moft  of  them  f'r.ir.dcd  on  authoii- 
ties  Eot  contemptible,  particularly  on  that  of  the  very  ancient 

4  I  2  Latin 
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Latin  interpreter,  departing  from  which,  without  neceiStr, 
would  have  given  occafion  of  cavil  to  the  Romasiils.  Asd 
as  this  tranflation  in  our  prajer-books  was  made  bj  maigrs 
and  confefTors  for  the  proteftant  religion,  fo  it  was  with  rca- 
fon  highly  efteemed  by  the  people ;  and  foon  grew,  by  often 
repeating  it,  fo  familiar  to  them,  that  changing  it  for  auotbrr, 
though  fomewhat  better  on  the  whole,  would  have  been  di£a- 
greeable  to  them.  Therefore  the  fenfe  of  both  being  fn& 
ciently  the  fame,  (as  any  one,  by  comparing  them^  wiH  be 
convinced ;)  the  words,  to  which  the  congregation  were  ac- 
cuilomed,  have  been  retained  tp  this  day. 

It  hath  been  objeded  farther,  that,  granting  the  nfe  of  thii 
tranflation  to  be  juftififtble,  yet  the  manner,  in  which  we  ofe 
it,  is  not.     For  we  read  it  on,  juft  gs  the  pfalms  lie  ;  and  thus 
we*  blend  together  thofe  of  joyful  and  thofe  of  forrowful  im- 
port, without  diiiindion  and  without  method ;  yet  we  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  vary  our  affeftions  fo  quick,  as  this  requires, 
Sut  it  (hould  be  remembered,  that  on  th^  principal  flated  Ms 
und  feftivals,  and  on  all  occafional  ones,  pfalms    proper  to 
them  are  appointed,  out  of  the  common  courf^p.     On  days  in- 
deed which  have  nothing  fo  particular  in  them,   we  fcHoir 
the  order  in  which  they  are  fet  down.     For  we  could  not  ts. 
ry  it,  without  omitting  fome  of  them,  which  a<Hie  of  them  de- 
ferve;    or  difpofing  them  in  a   way  entirely  new.       Now 
what    that   fhould  be,  would  be  very   hard   to   fettle :    and 
.  whatever  was  done,   at  leaft   as  many  faults  would  be  fburd 
then,   as  now.     The   prefent  arrangement  is  certainly  iPittx 
than  our  Saviour's   days:    the  public  offices   of  ihc    ^hok 
Chriftian  church  have  followed  it  from  the  very  firll  account 
of  the^^,  that  we  have:  and  why  fhould  .we  make  alterations, 
only  to  raife  perplexities  ?    The  pfalms  are  indeed  miJ'ceL&ce- 
ous.     But  fo  are  many  other  parts  of  fcripture.     The  book 
of  Proverbs   is  vaftly  more  fo.     Yet  no  one  obje£ls  agaisfi 
reading  thofe,  as  they  lie.     In  truth,  fcarce  a  chapter  of  the 
Bible,  or  any  author  whatever,  can  be  read,  but  what  calls  fcr 
variety  of  difpofitions  and  affedions  to  be  exercifcd,   within  a 
very  fmall  compafs.     Even  in  a  ftort  prayer  is   there  not  a 
great  variety,  if  it  be  well  confidered  ?    In  poetry  and  mu&, 
tliefe  tranliiions  are  often  extremely  abrupt  and  fudden,  from 
one  thing  to  its  contrary  in  the  higheft  degree.     Yet  the 
fnind  goes   along  %vith   them  very  eafily.     Much  more  then 

may 
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may  it  do  fo,  when  prepared,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  by  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  what  is  to  come  nexr,  and  long  pra£lice  in 
ilie  change.     And  if  repeating  the  pfalms  in  courfe  be  right , 
vre  have  certainly  fixed  a  right  period  of  this  courfe,  that  of  a 
month :  whereas  the  church  of  Rome  goes  through  them  in 
a  week,  which  is  making  one  part  of  the  fervice  too  long;  and 
the  Greek  church  in  twenty  days,  which  is  making  it  hard  to 
find.     On  the  whole  then,  let  us  but  be  careful,  that  our  b,e- 
liaviour  be  as   good  in  this  branch  of  worfliip,  as  the  regula- 
tioa  concerning  it  is :  and  notwithilanding  the  unhappy  dif- 
rul  vantage  of  barely  faying,  what  ought  to  be  enlivened  by  the 
♦  ;ower  of  harmony ;  we  may  ftiU,  through  God's  grace,  be 
:varmed  and  filled  with  his  Spirit,  while  we  /peak  to  one  ano^ 
ther  atid  ourfehes^   as  the  apoftle  direfts,  in  pfalms  and  hymns 
and  fpirttual  Jongs,  Jinging  and  making  melody ^^  if  not  with  our 
voices,  yet  in  our  hearts,  to  the  Lord  *• 

After  the  pfalms,  it  hath  long  been  cuflomary  for  the  or- 
gan, where  one  is  ufed,  to  play  for  a  fliort  time.  And  as  in- 
ftruments  of  mufic  in  Divine  fervice  are  certainly  lawful  (elfe 
they  had  not  been  appointed  in  the  Jewifti,  or  permitted  in  the 
ancient  Chriftian  church  f,  or  defcribed  in  the  Revelation  as 
accompanying  the  praifes  of  the  blefled  above ;)  fo  a  little 
paufe,  for  the  ufe  of  this  inftrument,  will  not  only  give  fome 
refpite  and  refrefliment  to  the  congregation,  and  to  the  mini- 
fter  ;  but  may  be  advantageoufly  employed,  either  to  refleft  on 
what  is  pail  of  the  fervice,  or  prepare  our  minds  for  what  is 
to  come.  And  therefore  it  fhould  not  be  filled  up  either  by 
the  performer  with  the  lighter  airs  of  mufic,  inftead  of  folemn 
f>:rains,  and  fuch  as  may  excite  proper  difpofitions,  or  by  any 
of  the  congregation  with  needlefs  difcourfe,  or  fuch  private 
thoughts  and  imaginations,  as  blot  out  good  impreflions  al- 
ready made,  and  indifpofe  us  for  receiving  the  like  after- 
wards. 

In  the  next  place  follows  a  leflbn,  taken  out  of  the  Old 
Teftament :  and  with  this  begins  the  third  part  of  the  ofiice. 
Tliat  they,  who  are  blefled  with  a  Revelation  from  God, 

fliould 

•  Eph.  V.  19.    Col.  ill.  16. 

t  ^t\f*^e  ffif  n  hd  *ttt  o;y«f»  t«  fAuvtnu  unnim,  Greg.  Nyff.  Tra«5V.  z. 
in  Pfaimos  p.  iii.  §.  i.  O  <f,tLX/d9t  A»>»«  tfi  /AHvtMo<,  ira.f  lu^v^um^  i(«Tit 
r*c  «(^»i«vf  hcyivi  •^flf  To  «£7«F9F  »g»r»T«/,    Bafil  in  Pf.  29.  Suic.  in  voc. 
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fliould  rcid  and  hear  it  with  reverence,  when  they  affcmblc  to 
worfliip  him,  is  a  plain  dictate  of  reiifon  and  religion.     Ac- 
cordihgly  the  ytus  /     a  IS^ofes  and  the  propf.sis  in  their  fyz^- 
go^ues  of  old  t'.nc,  ai  t'lc  book  of  Acls  informs  us  *.      And  fo 
indeed  do   writers  of  their   own,   in  tlie  fame  age  with  ft  i- 
wiio  bnall  of  the  praclice,   as   a  raoft  ufefiil  and  honourable 
diftinclion,  p'-C'i'^ar  to  thc'r  nrvtion,  th^t  the  laws  of  life  were 
thus  p.:Vi^i'u.  '*  .  .  .:11  the  r-tople.  The  primitive  Ghriftians,  u 
one  of  the  earlieii.  upologiiL  lor  rheni,  Juitin  Martyr,  teils  us, 
read  at  thejr  meetings,   b?^h' the  Jewlih  prophets,   and  the 
writi:^ js  of  tjie  ap'-acs   it^    propu:  portions.     And  when  the 
church  ot  Rc'i'^xe  had  brqken  them  into  f mall  fragments,  inter- 
ruyred  with  oth?r  things  \  and  had  continued   to  read  evti 
thefe  in  Latin,  after  it  was  no  longer  underftond  :  our  churtli 
reclified  both  errors ;  and  hiith  taken  care  that  the  Old  Tctii- 
ment  ihould  be  gone  through  once  a-ycar,  and  the  New  thrice. 
Oiilj  we  omit  fome  parts  of  the  former  j  which  are  repetitions 
of  what  is  related  in  other  parts,  or  bare  lifts   of  genealogies 
and  families,  or  too  myflical   and  abllrufc  to  be  edifying  in 
public  ;  on  which  laft  account  we  omit  alfo  the  book  of  Re- 
veb.tion,  excepting  two  or  three  chapters:  matters  of  luch  dif- 
ficulty being  wifely  thought  fitter  for  the  private  meditation 
and  ilucly  of  thofe,  who  are  qualified  to  engage  in  them. 

The  order,  in  \Vhich  the  books  of  both  Teflaments  arc  read, 
:s  thnt   in  whic!i  they  fland.     Only  in  the  Old,   the  prophet 
Ifaiah,   containing   the  xLlIcfl  predictions  of  Chrifl's  coming 
and  kingdom,   is  placed  at  the  approach  cf  his  nativity:    and 
in  t!ie  New,  the  gofpels  and  Acts  are  the  le'Jons  for  tke  morn- 
ing,  and  tlie   cpilllts   for   the  afternoon.     In  tl::::  manner  we 
make   prcvifion   for  cwry  dny  in  the  jcar.:   and    hence  odc 
great  reconnr.er.dation  of  daily  attendance  ox\  public  praters, 
(wliere  there  are  opportuiiiiics  for  it)  is,   tii?.t  I  y  inciuis  of  Jr 
we  ihall  proceed  regularly  thrcugh   the  facrcd   writings,    ami 
prefcrve  the  due  connexion  of  tl.e  fcvcral  difccvcrics,  ninde  in 
t'lrm   to  n.an.     But   for   the  f:;fl   iriicns   on   Sundays,    thofe 
ch:i]^tcrs  of  the  Old  Teihinieut  are  fel' clcd,  vLich  appeared  to 
he  moll:  ufcfiil.    The  fcccnd  leficr.s  being  from  the  Nev/,  there 
was  no  reccrHfy,  and  lutle  room,  for  choice.   And  to  holydaj  s 
fuch  portions  of  boih  are  adapted,  as  tcli:  agree  v.ith   the  cc- 
cafion. 

Cut 
*  Ac^s  ,\iii.  ay.  xv.  a  i.  f  Jofcph  contr.  ap  -1.  2.  J.  i?. 
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But  here  wc  arc  accufcd  of  fetting  mere  human  compofi- 
tions  on  a  level  with  tlie  worJ  of  God,  bj  taking  part  of  our 
leflbns  out  of  the  Apocrypha :  wiiich  alfo  we  are  charged 
with  frequently  binding  up  in  thd  farv^  volume  with  our  Bi- 
bles. But  fo  we  fometimes  do  our  prayer-books  likewifc : 
yet  we  never  dreamed  of  equalling  either  to  fcripture.  ^he 
articles  of  our  church  exprefsly  diftinguilli  the  Apocryphjji 
from  it :  the  pcvople  of  our  church  know  the  diflinflicn.  And 
that  it  may  not  fail  to  be  known,  they  arc  marked  at  the  top 
of  every  page  with  tlie  name,  Apocrypha;  which  means, 
hidden ;  and,  on  whatever  account  it  was  given  to  thefe  books 
belongs  to  them  on  this  ;  that  they  are  to  be  kept  out  of  the 
way,  and  not  produced  as  •  proof,  when  any  point  of  doaHne 
or  duty  is  in  queftion ;  whereas  the  canoincal  books  are  the 
canon  or  rule  of  faith  and  manners.  The  former  therefore 
we  read  in  the  congregation,  not  as  divine,  but  venerable  for 
their  antiquity,  and  the  fpirit  of  religion  that  breathes  in 
them.  Still  fome  parts  we  pafs  over,  as  lefs  ufeful .-  fome 
for  the  errors  or  improprieties,  v/hich  they  contain;  and  fom^ 
others,  we  own,  require  candid  interpretations.  But  there 
feems  to  be  ground  for  one  fuch  interpretation,  which  will 
remove  a  good  many  objeftions  at  once  :  that  fome  relations 
of  things,  which  perhaps  "are  not  literally  and  hiftorically  true, 
poffibly  were  never  intended  to  be  thought  fo  ;  but  written' 
like  many  other  juftly  admired  pieces,  for  admonitory  fables 
or  parables.  That  the  doftrine  of  them  in  the  main  is  excel- 
lent,  and  the  narrations  inftruftive,  every  one  mud  own  ' 
They  were  quoted  with  refpeft  in  the  firil  ages  of  Chriftiani- 
ty :  they  were  read  in  public  from  very  early  ages ;  it  would 
have  given  great  and  needlefs  offence- at  the  Reformation  to 
have  left  them  out  entirely :  and  they  are  never  appointed  for 
the  Lord's  day :  by  which  means,  it  may  be,  there  are  many 
perfons  m  every  parilii,  who  fcarce  ever  heard  an  ApocrypJi-^'l 
leffon  in  their  lives.  At  leaft  the  fecond  kflbns  are  always 
canonical  fcripture  :  of  which  a  great  deal  more  is  read,  be- 
fides  the  pfalms,  (even  in  thofe  churches  of  ours,  which 'have 
not  week-day  prayers,)  tiian  in  any  one  congregation  of  the 
Diffenters.  And  therefore  they  have  no  right  to  reproach  us 
on  the  prefent  head. 

But  fuppofing  TV=  fliould,  anyofus,  apprehend,  that  this 
or  any  thing  elfe,  in  the  fervice,  mentiWned  or  to  be  mention- 
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ed,  might  have  been  better  ordered :  yet  we  fhould  alwajs 
think  o£  the  judgment  of  others  with  proper  deferemcey  aod 
of  our  own  with  modeftj.  And  fo  long  as  nothing  is  required 
of  us  contrary  to  our  dutj^  w^e  Ihould  remember,  that  oar 
concern  is  much  more  to  improve  by  every  thing,  than  to  ob- 
jeft  againft  any  thing :  by  which  laft,  unlefs  done  ver^'  dif- 
creetly,  we  may  hinder,  more  than  a  little,  our  own  edifica- 
tion, and  that  of  others. 

Let  us  therefore  attend  ferioufly  to  the  leiTons  read :  but 
wiih  dillinguiflied  reverence  to  thofe  of  fcripture.  We  are 
admonilhed  in  the  beginning  of  the  office,  that  one  great  end 
fpr  which  nve  eiffimble  and  meet  together^  is  to  hear  Cod^s  mofi 
h^ly  word.  We  pray,  in  the  conclufion  of  it,  that  the  vuords, 
which  we  have  heard  with  our  outward  ears^  may  be  imnard}] 
grafted  in  our  hearts.  Both  thefe  places  mean,  not  the  fcr- 
mon  principally,  but  the  leflbns,  the  pfalms,  the  command- 
ments, the  epiftles,  the  gofpels.  The  difcourfes  indeed,  whick 
we  deliver  to  you  from  hehce,  we  trufi,  are  agreeable  to  God^ 
word :  and  we  defire  you  to  judge  of  them  by  it.  But  bea^ 
ven  forbid,  that  you  ihall  equal  or  prefer  them  to  it :  as  jco 
certainly  appear  to  dp,  if  you  hearken  to  our  fayings,  and  not 
to  l)is.  Think,  I  intreat  you,  then,  whether  you  are  not  fJEoil- 
ty  in  this  refpeft  :  whether  you  do  not  often  let  your  thoughts 
wander,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it ;  whether  jou  do 
not  fometimes  forget  yourfelves,  and  enter  into  talk  with  one 
another,  while  God^s  mojl  holy  word  is  reading  to  yoa.  It  is 
true,  you  can  read  it  at  home.  But  whether  you  do  or  not, 
he  and  your  own  confciences  befl  know.  Or  if  you  do :  fo 
you  c^n  fermons  too.  And  this  would  be  an  excufe  ec{uallT, 
for  not  attending,  or  not  regarding,  either  of  them.  But  flill, 
this  is  the  place,'  in  which  yo^r  Lord  and  mailer  hath  com- 
manded you  to  hear  both :  and  hath  promifed  to  be  in  the  miiJS 
of  you  *,  and  blefs  his  ordinances  to  jou,  if  you  ufc  them  as 
you  ought.     And  what  then  is  your  duty  in  fuch  a  cafe? 

There  are  many  things  in  the  leilbns  perhaps^  that  jou 
do  not  underfiand :  many,  which,  though  you  do  undcrfland 
them,  yield  }ou  very  little  inftrudion  or  benefit.  Bui 
attend  to  them  diligently,  weigh  them  deliberately,  think  how 
you  may  profit  l)y  them,  confult  proper  pcrfocs,  or  books 

if 

•  Malth  xvii.  ip. 
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}f  70a  can,  •  about  them.:  -and,  hjr  ^4^' r degrees,  70U  wiU 
l^oth  apprehend  jour  Bible  better,  and  efteem  it  more  ;  audi 
reap  fuch  good  from  it,  as  probably  70U  nevev  imagined.  At 
ieaft  jou.  ^iU  have  done  your  utmoft  :  and  God  will  except 
fad  rewi^rd  jrou.  I  have  giren  jpu  dire&ions,  at  large,  for 
tire  profitable  reading  of  fcripture,.  which  maj  be  applied, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  hearing  it,  and  niuft  not  now  be 
repeated*  But  the  principal  diredion  is,  Receive  the  feed  of 
the  word  into' an  boneft  and  good  heart :  and  you  will  certainly 
tring  forth  fndt^  with  patunce,  unto  everlafting  life  *.  Say 
within  yourfdves  at.  the  beginning,  with  Samuel,  j^ai.  Lord, 
forthyferwM  bearetbf.  Say  of  tiie  m6re  difficult  parts,  with 
David,  ppen  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  fee  the  wondrous  things  of 
thy  law  %.  Say  of  thofe,  that  try  your  faith,  with  the  poor 
man  in  the  gofpel.  Lord,  I  believe :  ielp  thou  mine  unbelief  ^^ 
Say  of  jtholfe,  chat  6xt6BL  your  pradice,  with  the  people  of  Ifo 
rati,  all  that  tie  Lord  iath  fpoien,  we  will  do  ||.  And  be  af« 
fured  of  becoming,  though  not  fldlful  in  curious,  which  St 
Paul  ^t%fooliJb,  and  unlearned^  quefiions  ^  and  doubtfol  dif^ 
futations  ^ ;  yet,  what  is  infinitely  better,  humble  and  pious^ 
and  wife  unto  fahation\. 

To  each  leflbn  fucceeds  a  hymn  or  pfalm :  conformably  to 
a  decree  of  xixt  council  of  Laodicea,  1406  years  ago,  that  the 
public  reading  of  God's  word  fliould  be  mixed  with  repeating 
his  praifes:  a  mo6  rational  combination,  as  well  as  refreihing 
change. 

The  hymn,  called  Tte  Deum^  derives  that  name  from  the 
ftrft  words  of  it  in  the  Latin :  in  which  language  it  was  com^^ 
pofed,  about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  ^  and  hath  been 
ufedbythe  whole  Weftern  church,  at  lead  1260  years:  in 
that  of  Home,  only  on  Sundajrs  and  holydays,  and  not  all 
thofe  ;  but  in  ours  every  day^  ad  the  fingular  excellence  of  it 
well  deferves.  It  begins  with  equal  majefty  and  fimplicity : 
We  praife  thee^  0  God,  we  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the  Lord, 
And  not  we  alone,  but  all  the  earth  doth  worjbip  thee,  the  Fa^ ' 
ther  everlq/ling  :  every  comer  of  it  having  retained  fome  ap- 
prehenfions  of  a  fupreme  ruler ;  on  which  is  founded  that^of 
8t  Paul  to  the  Athenians,  whom  therefore  ye  ignorantly  wor* 

Vol.  II,  4  K  foip 

*  Mstt  tuL  13.  Luke  viii.  15.    f  <  ^>n«  iti*  yo«    t  ^^^'  <^xix.  18. 
fhbrka»%4*    ||  Exod.  zix*  8.    Va  Tim.  ii.  aj.    «  Kem.  xir.  t«  ^ 
4  a  Tim.  UL  15. 
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Jhip^  him  declare  I  tinU  you^.  But  ttiifpeakalilj  w<M1&iar 
honours,  than  thofe  of  poor  moftals,  are  ifioeffiltitly  paid  UiA 
in  heaven  by  tfie  holj  angels  ;  mentibtted  iif  &:riptare^  asd 
thence  here,  under  the  naiftes  of  CBeruUti  and  Serafbm;  Oe 
former  denoting  probably  their  iinweariect  diligence  to 
ferve  hm),  the  latter  theit  ardent  love  to  him  :  whdfe  dodiu 
mations  therefore  we  humbly  prefuniie  to  adopt,  as  we  find 
them  recorded  in  that  lofty  defcription  of  the  propbef  .  Ifa^ 
the  Lor d^  Jitting  upon  the  throTie^  high  and  lifted  up^  and  hi 
train  filled  the  temple,  jibove  it  Jlood  the  feraphims  :  mtdoae 
'cried  unto  another  and  Jaid,  holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  L^rd  G^d 
ofhofis  ;  the  whole  earth  is  fuU  of  hit  glory  f.  Where  it 
tnuft  be  obferved,  that  for  God  of  lAifie  in  tlie  prophet,  is 
God  of  Sabaoth  in  the  hynm ;  the  latter  being  the  H»- 
briew  word  for  the  former :  which  both  thie  Greek  and  La- 
tin of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  having  preferVed^  ^  com- 
prehending more  than  could  be  well  exprefled  by  a  fiA|;le  term 
of  any  other  language;  it  is  preferved  in  the  Eagliifc  alli)^ 
both  here^  and  in  two  places  of  the  epifies  %.  And  it  figni- 
fies  God  to  be  the  fovereign  Lord^  of  the  iaktimirabk  compaay 
of  angels  ^l  of  the  hoft  of  heaven,  whicfi  the  headien  wor- 
ihippedy  the  fun^  inoon  ;ind  ftar)  ;  oithe  hofts  and  armies  cf 
all  nations  on  earth ;  particularly  the  Jewilh  people,  vdiom  he 
led  forth  to  battle ;  and  laftly,  of  the  Chriftian  church:  which 

-  the  Old  Teftament  foretold  ihould  be  terrible,  as  am  army  wih 
banners  || ;  and  the  New  defcribes,  asj&xmifhed  with  teta^au 
of  warfare^  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  eq/Hng  dowm  mu^ 
nations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exalted  itfelfagainfi  the  imats^ 
ted^e  of  him,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  o^ 
bedience  of  Chrifl  ^.  This  therefore  the  phrafe.  Lord  God  of 
Sabaoth,  means  :  not,  as  many  imagine,  (though  it  be  a  truth, 
but  a  very  inferior  one)  that  Grod  is  peculiarly  Lord  of  tie 
Sabbath  ^  day.  For  the  words  are  intirdy  diflerent  in  the 
original,  though  fomewhat  alike  in  our  manner  of  writing 
them. 

Nor  are  the  praifes  of  God  fung  in  heaven  by  the  angeb 
alooe,  but  by  tbejpirits  alfo  ofjufi  men  madeperfeB\\  parti« 

cnlarly, 

*  AAs  xvtL  23.        \  Ipib  vi.  I,  4,3.       \  Ron  iJL  a^.    Jaaes  t,  4* 

j  Kcb.  ziL  %%,  II  Gaato  vi.  4,  10.  \%  Cor.  3i*  49  5. 

^  Maik  H  aS-  Luke  vl.  i*  \  Heb«  siL  sj. 
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cttlarlj,  asurn  go  on  to  fpecifj,  the  apqfiUs^  pro^eti  andniar^ 
tyrs :  with  whom  the  holy  churchy  yet  militant,  tbrumghout  the 
Vi^U  afpires  to  join,  in  celebrating  the  Father  of  an  infinite 
majefiyi  bis  honourable,  true,  and  only  Son,  compared  with 
-whom,  the  h'gheft  of  all  created  beings  is  unworthy  of  that 
lUme  'f  alfo  the  Holy  Gbojl,  the  comforter  of  every  pious  foul^ 
Then  returning  to  the  Captain  ofourfalvation  *  we  thankfully 
own,  that  when  he  took  upon  him  to  deliver  man  from  lin  ^nd  its 
punifhment,  i&^  did  not  abhor,  and  difdain,  as  beneath  him,  the 
condefcenfion  of  exchanging  the  glories  of  the  Godhead  ybr 
the  virgin* s  womb ;  and  when  he  had  overcome  the  Jhdrpnefs 
of  death,  for  us,  by  fuffering  it  himfelf,  (which  alludes  to  the 
words,  0  death  where  is  thy  fling\  /  He  opened  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  to  all  beHfvers*  Not  that  we  mean  to  fay,  it  was  not 
open  at  all  till  then;  whatever  fome  ancient  fathers  may  have 
heldt :  any  more,  than  that  life  and  immortality  were  not  at 
all  brought  to  light  before  the  gofpel§.  But  as  the  light,  which 
men  had  antecedently  to  our  Saviour's  coming,  was  augment- 
ed inexprelGbly  by  it :  fo  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  fet  open 
vaftly  w\der,  in  confequence  of  his  fufferings,  to  receive  be- 
lievers, not  from  one  people  only,  and  their  neighbours,  but 
the  whole  globe.  To  him  thereforej^  our  Mediator,  now  at 
the  right  band  of  God,  and  who  Jhall  come  to  be  our  yudge,  we 
addrefs  our  prayers  ;  that  as  we  magnify  him  day  by  day,  (and 
let  us  take  care  to  make  good  th^t  aflertion)  fo  he  would  keep 
us  this  and  every  day  without  Jin;  rrftrain  us  from  offending 
through  infirmity,  as  far  as  will  be  really  for  our  inward,  be- 
nefit, but  efpecially  from  wilful  and  prefiimptuous  tranfgref- 
fion  ',  and  that  .his  mercy  may  lighten,  that  is,  light  or  eome 
upon  us,  as  our  trufi  is  in  him. 

Inftead  of  the  Te  Deum,  another  canticle,  or  fong  of  praife, 
tnuch  ancienter,  and  even  more  anciently  inferted  into  the  of- 
fices  of  the  church,  is  allowed  to  be  fubftituted :  which,  from 
the  firft  word  of  it  in  the  Latin,  bears  the  name  of  Benedicite; 
and  is  taken  from  the  apocryphal  part  of  the  book  of  Daniel, 
where  it  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  thofe,  who  are  commonly 

4  K  2  called 

♦  Hcb.  il  xe.  +1  Cor.  xr.  55. 

^  Irsen*  Tert  Atlinaf.  Hieron.  Aug.  Ambr.  BafU.  Grfg.  Tbaum.  Cyril 
Hierof.  et  Alex*    See  Saicer  in  '^y^^* 
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called  the  three  children^  or  ytmng  ineii|  whom  Neboda^o* 
itar  cajl  into  tht  fiery  Jwmaai^:  It  b  now  very  feldooi  sfie^ 
at  leaft  in  parochial  churches :'  bat  however  contains  s  uttb 
acknowledgmefit  of  the  gl'or j  'of  GfA  in  his  works  of  creadfl^ 
the  memorial  of  tvhich  Was  the  origbal  'defign  df  the  Salftatk 
daj ;  'and  might  be  juftljf  pr^erred  to 'the  former,  whenem 
there  is  psirticukr  occaiion  to  return  thanks  For  the  blefings 
bf  nature.  An  ^bjeAion  indeed  hath  been  ftarted,  that  in  it 
we  pray  to  the  angels  and  Spirit^  of  the  righteous,  to  hkft  di 
"Lord.  And  It  might  as  well  have  been  objeAed,  that  we  pcaj 
to  the  winds  andfire^  thejrofis  dndfmfw,  to  Uefe  him.  nua- 
ly  all  this  is  np  mdre  than  a  figure  of  fpee<ih^  thongii  a  veij 
fnblitiie  pnd  :  lendiilg  as  it  were  a'  tongu^  even  to  iaaaiaiate 
creatutes;  and  calling  both  on  thofe  which  do  not,  aad  dnfe 
which  cannot,  hear  us,  to  glorify  our  oonmioA  Maker ;  joft 
as  is  done  in  the  148th  pfalm',  of  which  this  canticle  is  an  en- 
dent  imitation. 

After  the  fecond  leiTon,  is  appointed,  either  the  prophecjof 
^acharias  in  St  Luke|  or  the  lOOth  {)falm*:  called^for  the  m- 
iiom  which  I  mtentioned  before,  BenediQus  jand  ^ttUAUe.  Tk 
former  was  uttered  oh  the  birth  of  John  the.lUpiifl' :  and  is 
a  thankfgiving  for  the  redemptioiv  of  mankind,  of  whidi  he 
was  to  piibliiih  the  fpeedy  approach.  *  It  copies  very  nearij 
the  flile  of  the  Tewiih  prophets,  who  defcribed  fpiritual  bk£- 
fings  by  temporal  images.  Thus,  meaning  to  praiiie  tie  Fm^ 
ther  0/ mercies  Y  {of  delivering  all  nations  from  the  domioKia 
of  the  wicked  oif^,  it  bl^es  tie  Lord  Cod  of  Lfrael^Jhr  Jateag 
hu  people  from  their  enemies^  and  the  hand  of  thofe  that  hate 
them.  Now  t}iiS  kind  of  language  was  laid  alide  after  oar 
Saviour's  afcenfion :  and  therefore  the  prophecy  before  ns  h 
not  of  later  date,  but  genuine.  Yet  ii  fufficiently  explains, 
to  what  fort  of  falvation  1%  refers  :  by  mentioning  the  remif* 
fion  cffirn^  the  giving  of  light  to  them  that  fat  in  darinefi,  ami 
guiding  ihiirfeet  into  the  way  of  peace.  And  £b  it  may  teach 
us  both  the  fitnefs,  and  the  method,  of  af&gning  to  the  Old 
Teftament  pf editions  an  evangelic  interpretation.  You  will 
l&e  fure,  in  repeating  it,  to  remember,  that  the  words,  jUd 
tlcn,  child,  ftait  be  called  the  prophet  of  the  Highefi^  belong  not 
to  our  Savioui,  bhphc  Baptift.  And  you  will  cafily  appre- 
*  *  '  hccJ, 

•Dan.  iii.  2^,  taCor.  i-a. 


i         Jtendy  tbat  if  in  the  dawning,  which  preceded  the  Stm  qfrighm 
i         'leoufneji  *,  good  Zacharias  oflfcrtd  up  his  thanks  with  fuch 
'tTanfport,  we,  to  whom  he  ihlnes  out  in  full  fplendor^  ought 
to  recite  it  with  double  gratitude. 

The  ipoth  pfalm^  which,  being  foin/ewhat  ihorter,  and  th» 

fervice  long,  we  ufe  the  iiu>re  frequentlj,  is  peculiarly  proper 

after  a  leflbn  from  the  gofpel,  fince  it  pecuU^lj  relates  to  th^ 

gofpel  tim^ :  as  appears  from  its  inviting  ail  lands  to  htjojm 

Jul  in  the  Lord,  declamg  them  equally  God's  peopk,.  and  the 

Jbeep' of  bis  pqfturej  and  calling  on  them  equally  to  go  ittto  Us 

I  gates,  andfraifif  him  for  bis  nurcy  and  truth.     And  may.  we 

{         -all  accordingly  fo  fraifi  and  ferye  him  in  his  courts  here  her 

•  loWy  that  we  may  for  ever  dwell  in  his  taierflacli  and  re/f 

en  his  holy  bill  \  above,  through  Jefus   Chrift  ouic  Lox^ 
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